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I’'m not really certain what it is. Perhaps it was because Terry
Snively asked me to coach them as a freshmen team: my first and last
time to pretend that | knew what | was talking about. Or it might have
been that Mark Matz wanted me that year to develop a stronger, more
detailed system of stats for the basketball team.

it might have been that the preceding year was our first time
in school history to break free from the District jinx and advance to
the Regional in Athens. And we felt that this team would repeat the
achievement and perhaps go even further.

After sitting at the scorer’s table for 56 years and 2,283 consec-
utive games, I've had the honor of seeing a lot of great teams, a lot of
exceptional players. But there’s just something about the 1979 team
that makes them special. And close to 50 years later, | still believe
that. The secret? They were great individuals, back then and today.

They were dominating, unselfish, talented, fun, had the best front
wall I've still ever seen, had energy, were team oriented, stayed after
practice, worked tirelessly, never quit. And fifty years later, they still
get together to watch the Big Reds, still stay in touch, are closer now
then they were in 1979.

One of those players, Dean Lipperman, has been the driving force
to keeping the seven seniors connected like brothers. And what fol-
lows is a sampling of his energy and talent. I'm still a pen and paper
guy. | haven’t embraced the technological world, have no clue what
ChatGPT is, don’t group text. But Lip does. | apologize for the repro-
ductive quality of the following pages. In no way do they do justice to
his originals. But I'm amazed that | could figure out how to print and
scan them and post them on my website to share with others. Who
knows, maybe other teams will follow suit and do something similar.

So enjoy. And thanks for the memories, Big Guy. Coach Matz,

Coach A, and the 79ers, you will always have a special place in my
heart.
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LE o raBessawng | =10108l08  ATPZININ S L HAMS DI dArNMAIDMIOHAIJUDIAXGY Y 1AL ZBYD2dDAINAM I D AWSW TIAMIRSA+OZ 3aueuladdiTdz % T+-+ Y 42%X0qu| /I9qel/om/Iewuod siboob- ewyysdny

‘9199]
WD [ 48pI0D) [ ‘Ieuep ") ‘ABMO|IOH ‘g ‘Nezolejey “| yoeoD :¥ovg NI
7 °Q ‘48O "H '1818)S "g ‘AeiD P ‘[leqdweD " IUSIN ‘M :1NOH4 - NIWHS

poweisoNZIGz I LINIOT Wd ¥S:b ‘921 2/L



LIk

Z'0=pluedabessaurg | —10153l01d . q6qbax QGO H OAXINANZABPBUZU DWIMINZ JMZUXBSIXZMMMASUIMISHEL LIS AINSTIOUM/XOqUEE /N BWLEY 2|Boob tlew;sdyy

Bad(*| abew Wd ZZ'G ‘ozreeis






THE HOUSE OF
CHAMPIONS

c % .

1978
I8l 1978
BELLAIRE

it JESA
1‘, ;
% W b

LEAPER
MACHINE

[¢

11111111




ﬂ' ALWAYS PUMPED UP THE FANS /
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BELLAIRE

LEGENDS

OLD SCHOOL. STILL GOT GAME.




LEGENDS DON'T RETIRE.
THEY REWRITE THE GAME
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SKETEL

guard
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DICKIE
SKETEL

BELLAIRE'S
FLOOR LEADER
AND CLUTCH
PERFORMER

* SENIOR GUARD
SPOTLIGHT

* GAME CHANGER

» LEADER ON
AND OFF THE
COURY

BELLAIRE BIG
REDS SENIORS
LEAD THE WAY

PRIDE, TRADITION
AND HEART -
THE BELLAIRE

BELLAIRE BIG REDS—A LEGACY OF SUCCESS
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) [ OPEN? SON, IF #40 AND #24 \ 1 W8 AND IF #30 AND #44
ARE BREATHING, THEYRE | ! ARE STANDING UPRIGHT,
BETTER OPTIONS! : | THAT MAKES FOUR
i I BETTER OPTIONS!

{ DICKIE, YOUR JOB
{ IS SIMPLE—DELIVER
THE BALL AND ADMIRE
- THE RESULTS.
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DICKIE SKETI:'I. OUARTERBACK OF THE BIG REDS OI-'FENSE
AND PROUD OWNER OF THE FIFTH-BEST SHOT SELECTION.




1 At Bellaire Migh, #10 . 2 On the court, he dished out
Dickie Sketel was assists fike nobody else!
famous for one thing... | s £ s
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BELLAIRE BIG REDS
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UIMITED EDITION
1 0F 1,508

* BASKETBALL + LINEMAN + LEGEND =







Jo Jo’s Beautiful Shooting Form

* Y A textbook jumper built on balance, touch, and pure rhythm. & %
e ,‘ -"u < . +? I-\.'o. e T ". E N

“It’s not juist the shot.
X Kk [It’s the way he makes it look so easy.” * *
PURE FORM. PURE TOUCH. PURE JO JO.
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o STREET & SMITH'S

BELLAIRE'S
TOWERING TRIO
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BELLAIRE

BIG REDS
DOMINATE NIGHTLY

* PDINTS

* REBOUNDS

* BLOCKED SHOTS

THREE TOWERS
OXE MISSION




“JUNIOR

GRAY

forward
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CHOOSES ~
% CONVERSE

You've got to

give it all you've got.
That's why | wear
Converse.

They help me
explode toward

the basket with
confidence.

PRO LEATHER

* Fuli-Grain Leather
for Long Wear

* Padded Ankie Support

for Protection

* Durable Outsole
for Quick Cuts

% The Choice of
Champions

F . o
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The shoe of the 80’s.

Converse Basketball Shoes
for Men and Women

2,395

Suggested Retail
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Complete NBA
Seasen Schedufes

Why This Will Be the
NBA's Greatest Season

Junior
Gray &
Julius Erving
Challenge
the NBA--

Each Wants

To Prove He's
the Best

The 10 Best
Rookies
of '85-'86

]
Beb Mckdoo
Speaks Out
[ ]

John Havlicek
On the East
Championship







LT N













[ AGES 14+

ELLAIRE
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i * THE LEGEND «

= BELLAIRE I1CON

* COMMUNITY LEADER

- CHAMPION ON & OFF
THE COURT
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LARRY MAGIC p &5
BIRD JOHNSON *' LIPPERMAN

FORWARD GUARD CENTER

CELTICS LAKERS | BIG REDS
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DEAN LIPARRM AW&T
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DEAN LIPPERMAN

BIG REDS’' CENTER
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GENE AMMIRANTE
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HIS MENTOR : ﬁ
MARK MATZ : ;
BUILT THE - y
FOUNDATION

COACH “A”
LAID THE

= BRICK WORK

FOR THE
HOUSE OF
f CHAMPIONS S

Y

1976-2011
35 YEARS OF
o EXCELLENCE

A COMBINED

948

TOTAL WINS
700
WINNING PCT

I 35 YEARS
OF COACHING.




THAT WAS
COACH A~
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Tom Rataiczak, Bellaire High School,

The story of loyalty, tradition,

and a record scorekeeper streak
in basketball.
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- Thestor.of Tom Rataiczak — Bellaire Big Reds scorekeeper/statistician extraordinaire "

Since 1970, Rat has
falthfuly kept the book
for Bellaire Big Reds
Basketball,
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THANK YOU, RAT, FOR THE NUMBERS, THE MEMORIES, AND A LIFETIME OF DEDICATION!
YOU'RE THE HEART OF BIG REDS BASKETBALL!
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TIJM RATAII:ZAK

fiRAT,!

BELLAIRE BASKETBALL SCOREKEEPER
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