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’m not really certain what it is. Perhaps it was because Terry
Snively asked me to coach them as a freshmen team: my first and last
time to pretend that | knew what | was talking about. Or it might have
been that Mark Matz wanted me that year to develop a stronger, more
detailed system of stats for the basketball team.

It might have been that the preceding year was our first time
in school history to break free from the District jinx and advance to
the Regional in Athens. And we felt that this team would repeat the
achievement and perhaps go even further.

After sitting at the scorer’s table for 56 years and 2,283 consec-
utive games, I’'ve had the honor of seeing a lot of great teams, a lot of
exceptional players. But there’s just something about the 1979 team
that makes them special. And close to 50 years later, | still believe
that. The secret? They were great individuals, back then and today.

They were dominating, unselfish, talented, fun, had the best front
wall I've still ever seen, had energy, were team oriented, stayed after
practice, worked tirelessly, never quit. And fifty years later, they still
get together to watch the Big Reds, still stay in touch, are closer now
then they were in 1979.

One of those players, Dean Lipperman, has been the driving force
to keeping the seven seniors connected like brothers. And what fol-
lows is a sampling of his energy and talent. I'm still a pen and paper
guy. | haven’t embraced the technological world, have no clue what
ChatGPT is, don’t group text. But Lip does. | apologize for the repro-
ductive quality of the following pages. In no way do they do justice to
his originals. But I'm amazed that | could figure out how to print and
scan them and post them on my website to share with others. Who
knows, maybe other teams will follow suit and do something similar.

So enjoy. And thanks for the memories, Big Guy. Coach Matz,
Coach A, and the 79ers, you will always have a special place in my
heart.
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GREAT MOMENTS IN
BELLAIRE
BASKETBALL
HISTORY

Game winning shot
sends Big Reds

to first-ever
Regionai

Tournamen!
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GREAT GAME, BOYS! NOW LISTEN UP—
B WERE ROLLING TO McDONALD'S
N BECAUSE THIS COACH NEEDS HIS

B\ QUARTER POUNDER FIX!

¥) S

R A WINNING
e I 2 COMBINATION,
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LIPPERMAN,
GET UPSTAIRS!
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N CLEGENDS DON'T RETIRE. x‘%;
CUTHEY REWRITE THE GAME &%
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BELLAIRE ™

LEGENDS

OLD SCHOOL. STILL GOT GAME.




LEGENDS DON'T RETIRE. —
THEY REWRITE THE GAME. /
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BELLAIRE 59 7

RIVER VIEW 56 P~

"BIG REDS VICTORYTE
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SKETEL

guard

BELLAIRE
BiG REDS




DICKIE M
SKmL SKETEL

BELLAIRE'S
FLOOR LEADER
AND CLUTCH
PERFORMER

* SENIOR GUARD

SPOTLIGHT
* GAME CHANGER
= LEADER ON

AND OFF THE
COURT

BELLAIRE BIG
REDS SENIORS
LEAD THE WAY

PRIDE, TRADITION
AND HEART -
THE BELLAIRE
BROTHERHOOD

Scouting Report
(MCKIE SIETEL
A

L

BELLAIRE BIG REDS—A LEGACY OF SUCCESS



COACH MATZ HAD [P o
ONE RULE FOR DICKIE...|
. | 3 | _ .:., ;.\‘1:‘5' ‘ \l_,:: -

BN | OPEN? SON, IF #40 AND #24 & SR

é‘f\ ARE BREATHING, THEY RE

_ BETTER OPTIONS! _

L AND IF #30 AND #44

ARE STANDING UPRIGHT,
THAT MAKES FOUR
BETTER OPTIONS!

DICKIE, YOUR JOB
{ /S SIMPLE—DELIVER
THE BALL AND ADMIRE
> THE RESULTS.

"6 Y 6O IT, COACH..
S\ Aumser Ave, S| &




1 l At Bellaire High, #10 )’ On the court, he dished out
Dickie Sketel was (i assists like nobody else! *
famous for one thing... [NF E g Tor e LB L
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Whether it was on the hardwood or in the hallways,
Dickie Sketel was always ready to help.
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LEDNIK

guard
BELLAIRE




Bellaire Big Reds
















BELLAIRE BIG REDS.
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guard
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Jo Jo’s Beautiful Shooting Form

* % A textbook jumper built on balance, touch, and pure rhythm. % %

o = it T T : -
1 £i] R o

s CLASSIC FOLLOW- FHROUGH
e s

| SOFY GUIDE HAKD e~
| #fThaend s ._".‘f':.‘1
. the ball witheat ﬂ-t..

pushing it,

S e s o,

b CALM EYES AND POSSE

f

“It’s not ju:st the shot.
* KX It’s the way he makes it look so easy.” * *
PURE FORM. PURE TOUCH. PURE J0 JO.




LGcal Frograms Uct. /7-13. 14948

Starring

BII.I. MEHL

My
avonte\

SPECIAL
SECTION! <%
Complete <
Program «m
Listings

FALL PREVIEW!

What's New, What’s Coming,
What's Qut of This World! »:..

&

Q

HE'S NOT FROM
THIS PLANET...

BUT HE'S OUR
FAVORITE!

Welc'ome Back,
Kotter!
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* PDINTS
* REBOUNDS
\_‘ ; * BLOCKED SHOTS

THREE TOWERS
ONE MISSION

) STREET & w!m ; e,
g? ) i £n. -} BELLAIRE
S BIG REDS
ﬁf \\@b CUH DOMIMATE NIGHTLY

/ _ n TR

BELLAIRE'S
TOWERING TRIO

40 BILL WHEY
38 BILL MEHL
45 BEAM LIPPERMAN

CLEAN §HI GLASS

PRI 1:9E ALt




ZJUNIOR

GRAY

forward

BELLAIRE










CHOOSES ~
% CONVERSE \

You've got to

give it all you've got.

That's why | wear
Converse,

They help me
explode toward
the basket with
confidence.

PRO LEATHER

* Full-Grain Leather
for Long Wear

* Padded Ankle Support
for Pratection

# Durable Outscle
for Quick Cuts

* The Choice of
Champions

—— £ .\\, 1 B
:: conVERSEQ

The shoe of the 80’s.

-

Converse Basketball Shoes
for Men and Wemen

-+ $1995

Suggested Retail

4
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Same Game.
Different Era.
One Legend.
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Compiele NBA
Season Schedules

Why This Wiil Be the
NBA's Greates! Season

Junior
Gray &
Julius Erving
Challenge
the NBA--

Each Wants

To Prove He's
the Best

The 10 Best
Rookies
0! '85-'86

]
Bah McAdoo
Speaks Qut

[ ]
John Havlicek
On the East
Championship







CURFEW BREAK 3

IN ATHENS, 1978




forward
BELLAIRE










fr BOLD FLAVOR!
o SMOKY SWEZT!

x PERFECT
ON ANYTHING!

i

GET YOUR BOTTLE TODAY! | BDUBSBEQ.COM
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Sauce So Good.
Jtsa

- BILL WILEY #40
BDUB. BJ OF TH: MOTHERSEIP.




SLLLA RE
. ﬁ §
N * THE LEGEND =

+ BELLAIRE ICOK

« COMMUNITY LEADER
* CHAMPION ON & OFF
THE COURT

BILL W[LEY ' ;
Jj BAS FGEND = }




. BILL WILEY
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o DEAN

LIPPERMAN

center

BELLAIRE
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DEAN LIPPERMAN



LIPPERMAN **

FLESR ACTION FIGURE STAT CARD
4 f—_:_" R | POSITION
1M CENTER
1 KEIGHTY
6'7"
WEIGHT

215 LBS

HOMETOWN
BELLAIRE,
OH

%)
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BELLAIRE
BiG REDS

[ BELLAIRE
LEGENDS = —— BIG REDS
NEVER : _ T Y

FADE




MAGIC L C DEAN
JOHNSON : LIPPERMAN
GUARD L A0y CENTER

CELTICS LAKERS ~ BIG REDS




DEAN L@im NEX

* BELme: BIG REDS =

Big Reds Center S’




DEAN LIPPERMAN

center

\J

BELLAIRE






LIPPERMAN

CENTER
Soa——

&7 CENTER

CVAC CHAMPION 1978-72

BELLAINE ABIC NEDS
DEAM THE DREAM

WARNING:




DEAN LIPPERMAN

BIG REDS’' CENTER
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SC‘WJI'#{S HEROLS COME 1Y UNEXPECTED UNIFORMS!
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1976-2011
35 YEARS OF
o EXCELLENCE

COACH - T
GENE AMMIRANTE

469 CAREER :
TOTALWINS = S S0

AT BELLAMRE HIGH SCHOL

HIS MENTOR
MARK MATZ
BUILT THE
FOUNDATION. ..

COACH A"
LMD THE

= BRICK WORK
FOR THE
HOUSE OF
CHARIPIONS.

A COMBINLD

248

TOTAL WINS

100

WINNING PCT,

o o IN 35 YEARS
OF COACHING.
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COUNTING?

Tom Rataiczak, Bellaire High School,

.-'-F

%

The story of loyalty, tradition,
and a record scorekeeper streak
n basketball.




18705 19805 1990s 20005 2010s 2010s  2020s

game
g s

SCORIBOOK Hi neY
L_: STATS
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Home of the

. - A _.
{2 BIGZEDS

THANK YOU, RAT, FOR THE NUMBERS, THE MEMORIES, AND A LIFETIME OF DEDICATION!
YOU'RE THE HEART OF BIG REDS BASKETBALL!




BELLAIRE |
BIG REDS

TOM “RAT" RATAICZAK




HOME OF THE

B ELDATRE
BYSGANRIESD) S
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COLLECTOR SERIES

oM RATAICZAK

i‘RAT!!

BELLAIRE BASKETBALL SCOREKEEPER

BASKETBALL
SCOREBOOK
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BASKETBALL




HOME OF THE BIg REDs
8IG REDS
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