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Bellaire’s Lance Mehl works out in the garage of his
home while waiting out the final weekend before he
reports to the New York Jets training base at Hempstead,
N. Y. A former Bellaire High and Penn State linebacking
star, Mehl will be launching his third season in the
National Football League when he arrives in camp on

Monday.
(News-Register Photo-Rich Exner)
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By JOE CARNICELL! was Jets owner Leon Hess.

UPIExacutive Sports Edlitor

LOS ANGELES (UPI) — NFL
Commissioner Pete Rozelle
asmlng Drossect 5t bavomrar:

prospect o ving the
Los Angeles Raiders in the
Super Bowl,
e New York Jets took care
of that Saturday. :

The Jets, fetting an excep-
tional effort from a patchwork
defensive unit, stormed from
behind in the final period to
defeat the Raiders 17-14 and
earn a berth in next Sunday’s
AFCtitle game.

The Jets, who upset last year's
AFC champion — Cincinnati —
44-17 last week will be at the
winner of Sunday’'s San
Diego-Miami game next Sunday
for the championship and a
berth in the Super Bowl on Jan.
S0atnearby Pasadena, Calif

Trailing 14-10 in
quarter, Richard Todd launched
& 45-yard pass to Wesley Walker
to the Raiders’ 1. On the next

play, Scott Dierking bulled over
wit]‘; 3:45 remaining for the .
winning score.

The Raiders won a
monumental lawsuit against
Rozelle and the NFL this year
which enabled them to move
from Oakland to Los Angeles
without a;_»lproval of the other
owners. They finished the
strike-shortened season with an
8-1 record — the best in the
league — and threatened to
f er embarrass the NFL by
appearing in its showcase game.

ut the gritty Jet defense, led
by linebacker Lance Mehl, came

totherescue.

terceptions in the final 2:49 to
keepthe Raiders at bay. ;
second one, with 1:38 to
g0, came at the Jets’ 26 after the
Raiders had moved into position
for a game-tying field goal or a

possible game-winning |

touchdown.

Mehl, a silent-type who has led
the Jets in tackles for the past
two years, had little to say after
his two big defensive efforts,

“We knew they wergacgomg to

pass and I dropped k and
"saw Branch og'ng behind the
coverage,” Me ed. “He

turned in and I followed him,
stepped him and here comes the

. I was hopir:f I would catch
it but it was kind of low. I went
down with it and came up a

wwrinnar

‘the final

Mehl, a former Penn State I
star, made two ecritical in--

Michaels said Davis asked him
g;aouptothepress box imme-

y.
“That’s a sick, rotten ‘way to
try and disturb a football team
— only a sick person would do
that,” Michaels said. *“And his
initials were A.D.”

Trailing 10-0 at the half, the

&

-

Raiders, outhit and outhustled -

through the opening 30 minutes,

stormed ahead on Marcus |

Allen’s 3-yard touchdown run
and Jim Plunkett’s spectacular
S7-yard TD pass to Malcolm
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.pass and I dropped back and |
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The Siest pas 2= sxpeo- s:err;ee’. zhead on Mareas
tona! efort Srom 2z patchwork A.Ilﬁ_s 3;,1% g:'uchdowncﬁ
defensive unit, stormed from g_}:_mlgnm = sm I
behind in the final period to °7 pass £2
defeat the Raiders 17-14 and !
earn a berth in next Sunday’s
AFCtitle game,

The Jets, who upset last year’s
AFC champion — Cincinnati —
44-17 last week will be at the

Diego-Miami game next Sunday
for the championship and a
berth in the Super Bowl on Jan.
30 at nearby Pasadena, Calif.

Trailing 14-10 in the final
quarter, Richard Todd launched
a 45-yard pass to Wesley Walker
to the Raiders’ 1. On the next
plaﬂ, Scott Dierking bulled over
with 3:45 remaining for the
winning score.

The Raiders won a
monumental lawsuit against
Rozelle and the NFL this year
which enabled them to move
from Oakland to Los Angeles
without a;"lProval of the other
owners. They finished the
strike-shortened season with an
8-1 record — the best in the
league — and threatened to
f er Mb?gghss the NFL by
apgearlngm owcase game.

ut the gritty Jet defense, led
by linebacker Lance Mehl, came
tothe rescue.

Mehl, a former Penn State
star, made two critical in-
tercegi.:ions in the final 2:49 to
keepthe Raidersatbay,

second one, with 1:38 to
go, came at the Jets’ 26 after the
Raiders had moved into position |
for a game-tying field goal or a
possible game-winning
touchdown.

Mehl, a silent-type who has ied -
the Jets in tackles for the past
two years, had little to say after
his two big defensive efforts.

“We knew they were going to

saw Branch going behind the
coverage,’’ Me) lained. ‘‘He
turned in and I followed him,
gt:ﬁped him and here comes the

. I was hoping I would catch
it but it was kind of low. I went
down with it and came up a

er.

“In that situation we just had 3
to be ready. If it came your .waﬁ £
you had hetter be ready for it. £
somebody had told me before '
the game that I would be the
difference I'd tell them it was a
big joke. Today was the biggest
daeyék of all for me — until next
w "

Jets Coach Walt Michaels was %
naturally overjoyed with the
victory but he was fuming about |
what he called a dirty trick by j
an old enemy, Raider owner Al
Davis, ;

He accused Davis of
telephoning the Jets locker room
at halftime and pretending he
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Barnwell.
- The Jets appeared to be
finished when former Jet

Burgess Owens intercepted a

pass in the end zone midway
through the final quarter but
they held on, forced the Raiders
to punt and then went 67 yards in
six Tp dys for the score.

o

d threw 11 yards to
Jerome Barkum on a 3rd-and-7
gnd Freeman McNeil dashed for

Faced with 2nd-and-9 from the-
48, Todd hit Walker racing down
the left side of the field and the

]
L

speedy receiver grabbed the
ball despite blanket coverage by,
Ted Wa :
Mehl then ag.‘pl.ieﬂ the first:
critical blow with 2:50 left whe
he intercepted Plunkett’s DRSS
and returned it to the Raiders’;

27, :
The game, played before
crowd of 90,037 at the Memorial.
Colisemn, was marked by re 1

ts among the lgg
and it en led with sever the s
Jets and Raiders attempting tos
getateachother. f
The Jets took a 7-0 lead afte
Chris Bahr's 34- dfleldg - ?
attempt hit the right upright and
bounced away.
Todd ran for 12 yards and hit
e o i e s 2
s 7-yard pass er i
ut the ball on the 25 and then§
odd’s throw to Lam Jonesj
Yushed the ball to the Raiders'

After a holding ty se
New York back to the 21, Todd
hit Walker all alone on a posf.
patternfor the score.
-~ In the second period, the Jets
pressured Los Angeles into pun- |2
ting and Leahy, whose earlier
47-yard attempt was deflected, §
connectedonasg-lyardfield oal I
for the 10-0lead with 2:55 to go in
the half. .
Todd completed 15-o0f-24 |
passes for 277 y He was [#
sacked four times for 25 yards in {5
losses. fPluzl;!stett hit 2%—0&33
passes for yards and was
sacked twice. X

NY Jets
LA Raiders 0 014 014
m—wuker 26 pans from Todd (Leahy

NYJ—FG Leahy 30 :
-LA—Allen 3 run (Bahr ldek)
LA—Barnwell 57 pass from Plunkett

Wi Sy e T i, T

o 1run (Leshy klck) a

)] n -

A-00,087 - i

NY.J Ral

Firstdowns a1 19 5

Rushes-yards 4—139 30—03

Passing yarda 77 285

Sacksby-yarda 2-20 428 f

Return yards M 049

Passes 15—24—2 21333 7

Punts 2315 4418 [

] 14—8 ~2
" Timeofpossession ° 28:19 n:a

Individual Leaders .
RUSHING--NY Jats-McNell 23-108,
422, Todd Die 4. i
-Alleny 15-36, Plunkett 4-18, 816,
Montgomery 1-11, Hawkins 34, Pruiit 14,

Barnwell1-4.
P. G—NY Jets-Todd 16-24-2-277 LA
& Raiders-Plyke A
RECEIVING—NY Jets-Walker 7-189, L. i
L Jones 252, A 218, Barkum 1- 11, |;
1 Baidors-Allog 5797, Bran Dsl'fa. ot
§:31, Barnwell hnwum 1-13, Ramsey 1-14, i
"d..:¥' -i--.- Sk .-..a-1+ o -‘ff"- .ﬂ.—" -"-' '



BELLAIRE High product Lance Meh! was relaxing on the sidelines
| with another Penn State product, Greg Buttle, when Times Leader

photographer Joe Lovel] snapped this photo sarier inthe season. The
| third-year linebacker will be In. the limelight this affernoon as he and
his New York Jet mates face the Dolphins in Miami, with a berth In the
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Ex-Bellaire, Penn State Star Will Report to_Training Camp Monday

ST .
ST LS.

Mehl Says Jets Are Solidly Behind
NFL Players’ Union in Contract Talk

By RICH EXNER
News-Register Sports Writer

New York Jets linebacker Lance
Tehl contends the NFL players’
nion is strong despite attempts by
ne owners to show otherwise.

“There’s no doubt that there are a
st of people that want to play, I want
9 play. (But) on our team, every-
ody is in favor of backing the
nion,” said the former Bellaire High
nd Penn State star, who will report
0 the the Jets' training camp at
lempstead, N.Y., Monday.

The pla{ers were recently phoned
adividually by the New York Times
nd asked their position concernin
he strike issues in what union offi-
ials feel was a conspiracy by the
wners to break up the union.

“The New York Times called me,
20,” said Mehl, “We gave the team
ur phene numbers in complete confi-
ence that they wouldn’t be given out
and they were given to the Times).

“It (the survey) bummed the man-
gement council out because they
sere hoping to find a lot of guys were
gainst the strike. It showed well
ver three quarters of the union was
ehind the strike. It back-fired on
hem,” remarked the third-year pro,

Mehl also feels the media have lent
helping hand in giving the players a
bad rap” during negotiations in
shat he terms **a media blitz used by
he management council,” .

“The press is so biased in this
trike. The media have totally used
he management eouncil (for infor-
aation).

“The media haven't gone out and
unted for the normal person. They
o for the big names — the Mortons,
he Bradshaws, the Lamberts, the
wanns. Lynn Swann is not going to
o on strike because he’s making
280,000 a year, or whatever, and he’s
ot a contract with ABC. ABC doesn't
/ant him to go out on strike ... All
ou éver hear in the press is who
oesn’t want to strike.”

Some ?layers who originally said
hey would not strike are now chang-
1g their minds.

“(Terry) Bradshaw said that he
7as going to cross the picket lines,”
fehl said, “He recently has come out
nd said he'll do what the majority

oes.
“I will say that if we do go out on
trike, the guys that do cross the
feket lines will probably have it

*The pension is just totally ridicu-
lous,” he said. “If you play your four
years — the needed time to get your
pension — you should get about $400 a
month when you reach age 60. The
averafe -life span of a pro football
player is 59 years old. You get beaten
up so much that it goes down below
the normal. So you're dead a year
before you can collect your pension.”

Also among the players present
demands are guaranteed pay for
players once the¥ make a team for
the remainder of the year whether
they are cut midway through the
seasoit or not; a base rookie salary
increase from around $22,000 to $75,-
000; and an increased incentive plan
that would encourage winning more
than the system now in use.

The present setup gays $3,000 per
member of a wild card game winning
team, $35,000 for first round games,
$9,000 for conference championship

B to wi
b wished to do so.

§ longer.

hy should we stick out our necks 3
and have some ‘scab’
ks and cross the lines? Tha
£ Fouts. He didn't want to pay any 24

i union dues, but he still wanted to.:
collect all the benefits.” .
#= _The players received a letter in late

i June ﬁ;ving explicit directions on how @
draw from the union if they 2

& What the players' union is seeking §
Bk is 55 percent of the gross revenues of &
g the clubs to pay for salaries, incen- &
= tives, pensions and insurance. :
% “I'm for anything that would raise £
f . our salaries because there are a lot of §
EH things to consider when your
& football,” Mehl said. “First off, your 3
ereareer span is 4.2 years, average, i
S Four years isn’t a lot. If your making
B $40,000, that's $160,000 in four years, §
¥ Then you start a new life. You have §
to set up something different, Plus, in
g those four years, what hzrgens if you H
jiget a wicked knee or shoulder injury? &8
gYou're going to have trouble with f
dthat the rest of your life.” ;
Mehl believes that baseball or |
basketball playérs have much more |
of an opportunity to build a savings |
¥ account and to make business con-
§i tacts during their careers because |
their playing days usually last

Mehl hopes to make some business |
# contacts of his own and to invest
i some money during the next few

games and $18,000 for the Super
Bowl. .

“For as much physical abuse as

ur going to take and for being that
ate in 'the season with your hody
worn down anyway, some guys don’t
even think it's worth it (especially
with the %overnment grabbing half of
it)," Mehl said,

The union’s proposal would pay a
very lucrative $75,000 to each
member of the winning Super Bowl

am.

"“The people would see a much
better game,” Mehl contended.
“When you're that beat up, $10,000 is
a lot better than three.”

Mehl feels that *‘55 percent is a
bargining point’’ and that the players
maﬁ‘ease up on their demands.

“Right now we're getting around 28
Eercent of the gross compared to

asketball and baseball, which get
over 60 percent,” he said. “So we just

i e e e C s T

go out there:
t's like (Dan) &

laying &

€]

argue against it.”

want a bigger slice of hs - =
owners say they'li give 2+t
the-board $15.000 or 320.0:¢
will be good enough. Tt’
of getting a little bit mor
while your in the game I:'s n:
long thing.

‘“They (the owners: mace s
mijlion (last year: Wiz oo
tract, they’ll make zboui % :
which is down from the ez~
million that they would mazi.
kept everything the same

The unien Is also calling
freeze on ticket prices “'sn 15
won’t blame high ticke! prices
players strike,” he added.

What would the union's o
proposal do for Lance Menal. :
ing linebacker in the NFL

‘It would more than 2o
salary, which is why I'm =27 ¢

iy o

years, but if an injury would end his §

& career this season, he says his only
& option would be to teach school.

§ This point brings up the current §

ension & an, which Mehl is not }

appy with either, ;

Eeat Ml Bl WHED WE 0 D




SPORTS—SEVEN

ellaire, Penn State Star Will Report to Training Camp Monday

>hl Says Jets Are Solidly Behind
. Players’ Union in Contract Talks

HEXNER
ar Sports Writer

5 linebacker Lance
the NFL players’
lespite attempts by
w otherwise.
ubt that there are a
want {o play. I want
n our team, every-
ir of backing the
ormer Bellaire High
tar, who will report
training camp at
. Monday,
:ve recently phoned
1e New York Times
position concernin
in what union offi-
conspiracy by the
p the union.
k Times called me,
“We gave the team
*s in complete confi-
ouldn’t be given out
ven to the Times).
' bummed the man-
out because they
d a lot of guys were
2. It showed well
s of the union was
:. It back-fired on
the third-year pro,
the media have lent
giving the players a
1g negotiations in
media blitz used by
souneil,”
50 biased in this
t have totally used
council {for infor-

ven't gone out and
rmal person. They
1es — the Mortons,
the Lamberts, the
ann is not going to
ause he’s making
whatever, and he's
1ABC. ABC doesn’t
ut on strike ... All
the press is who
ike."
he originally said
ike are now chang-

baw said that he
3 the picket lines,”
:ently has come out
what the majority

if we do go out on
that do cross the
probably have it
we g0 back.

**The pension is just totally ridicu-
lous,” he said. “If you play your four
years — the needed time to get your
pension — you should get about $400 a
month when you reach age 60. The
average-life span of a pro football
player is 59 years old. You get beaten
up so mueh that it goes down below
the normal. So youw're dead a year
before you can collect your pension.”

Alse among the p ayers present
demands are guaranteed pay for
players once they make a team for
the remainder of thesyear whether
they are cut midway through the
season or nof; a base rookie salary
increase from around $22,000 to $75.-
000; and an increased incentive plan
that would encourage winning more
than the system now in use.

The present setup gays $3,000 per
member of a wild card game winning
team, $5,000 for first round games,
$3,000 for conference

E to withdraw from
 wished to do so.

& is 55

il foot

their
1

§ Repry

championship

“Why should we stick out our necks
and have some ‘scab’ go out there |
and cross the lines? That’s like (Dan)
=1 Fouts. He didn't want to pay any [
g union dues, but he s

& collect all the benefits.”

s The players received a letter in late {3

R June ﬁ;ving explieit directions on how §
the union if they

What the players’ union is seeking §
ercent of the gross revenues of §
& the clubs to pay for salaries, incen- Ly
g~ tives, pensions and insurance. ;
% “I'm for anything that would raise &
5 our salaries because there are a lot of
g things to consider when your

all,” Mehl said. ““First off, your §
ircareer span is 4.2 years, average. §
W Four years isn’t a lot. If your making
& $40,000, that’s $160,000 in four years. §
i Then you start 2 new life. You have v’
i to set up something different. Plus, in 2
ffthose four years, what haﬂiens if you (&
£ %et a wicked knee or shoulder injury? §
iYou're going to have trouble with
Jthat the rest of your life.”

Mehl believes that baseball or
basketball playérs have much more
of an opportunity to build a savings
g account and to make business con-
§ tacts during their careers because
playing days usually last [

ol]:fer.

¢hl hopes to make some business
contacts of his own and
some money during the next few
{ years, but if an injury would end his
g career this season, he says his only
i option would be to teach school.

This point brings up the current
an, which Mehl is not §
either,

%ames and $16,000 for the Super
owl 3

“For as much physical abuse as
our going to take and for being that

ate in ‘the season with your body
worn down anyway, some guys don’t
even think it's worth it (especially
with the %ovemment grabbing half of
it),” Mehl said.

The union’s proposal would pay a
very lucrative $75,000 to each
gemher of the winning Super Bowl

am.

"“The pecple would see a much
better game,”” Mehl contended.
““When you’re that beat up, $10,000 is
a lot better than three.”

Mehl feels that ““55 percent is a
bargining point"’ and that the players
maﬂ_ease up on their demands.

“Right now we're getting around 28
Eercent of the gross compared to

asketball and baseball, which get
over €0 percent,"” he said. “*So we just

till wanted to

laying §

to invest

want a bigger slice of the pie. If the __:
owners say they'll give a flat across- J
the-board $15,000 or $20,000 raise, that
will be good enough. It’s just the idea 3§

of getting a little bit more of the lpie
while your in the game. It’s not 2 life
long thing.

.. They (the owners) made about $4 %
million (last year). With our con- 3

tract, they'll make about $6 miilion.

which is down from the eight or so 1]
million that they would make if we 3

kegt everythinﬁ the same.”

he union fs

freeze on ticket prices *'so the owners
won’t blame high ticket prices on the
players strike," he added.

What would the union's contract .
proposal do for Lance Mehl, a start- :

Ing linebacker in the NFL.

‘It would more than double my
salary, which is why I'm not going to
argue against it.”

also calling for a ij
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BELLAIRE native Lance Mehl makes his second interception within a
three-minute span to smash any last hope of the Los Angeles Ralders
In their AFC Super Bowl Tournament game against the New York Jsts
at the LA Coliseum Saturday. Mehl’s second pass theft cams with.1:37
le{f in the game and the Jets ran out the clock to preserve their 17-14
win. :
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‘Rivals Jets, Dolphins

vie for highest stake

BY JOE CARNICELL|
UP| Executive Sports Editor

MIAMI (UPI) ‘-~ The New
York Jets and the Miami
Dolphins are old enemies — they
face each other twice a year —
but never before have the stakes
beenso k

The Jets face the Dolphins

- today in the Orange Bowl for the

American Conference champi-
onship and a berth in next Sun-
day’s Super Bowl at Pasadena,

- Bach player in today’s
g;aeme will receive $18,000 and

survivors move on for a
E(i::alble $36,000 winner’s cut in

Super Bowl.

The Dol and ' the Jets,
bhoth inﬁhe AFC Eastern
Division, fdced each other twice
this season, with Miami
both games. The Dolphins end
an
(0-7- ;

o)

at New York and then rallied for
a 20-19 victory at Miami last
month on Uwe von Schamman’s
47-yard field goal with three
secondsleft.

Von Schamann, howeéver, has
become the major question
mark for the title game. He
broke a small bone in his lower

ck during the Dolphins’ victo-
ll;{_sover San Diego last week and
long-range

t-game ss streak
1)) against the Jets on

cking candidates
among the Dolphins. Rosters
are frozen for the playoffs and
the Dolphins cannot activate
anotherkicker,
TheJetsareHstedasl%point
underd but they feel they
have history on their side,
0 years ago, on Jan. 12,
1989, they went into Super Bowl
on the same Orange Bowl
field and pulled off one of the
great upsets in football history,

th a 45-28 victory

defeating the Baltimore Colts
18-7. The Colts were coached by
Don Shula. B

No team has lost to another
three times in the sarne season’
since 1985 when the Colts-lost

+ three times to Green Bay. The

Colts also were coached that
yeaf - Di‘:m e team beating
‘1 can't see any

us three times in the same
season,” said Jets’ quarterback
Richard Todd. “If the Dolphins
beat us, then they deserve to “glo
tothe Si Bowl. They have the

t ense we've faced this
season and they put in all sorts
of new things in the last game.
But we’re on a roll now and 1

«can’t see them beating us a third
time.”

New York, which will be
playing it sixth str. t road
game, was seeded in the
eight-team Super Bowl
tournament set up this. season
because of the strike, The Jets
advanced to the AFC title game
by upsetting Cincinnati, the No.
3 seed, 44-17, and. the No. 1
s'?elcled Los Angeles Raiders
17-14.

Mimr(nli‘;f wtl;i;thas.Eseeded
third, eq ew England
and San Diego to qualify for the.
titlegame.

The Jets have shown perhatgs'
the best balanced offense in the
NFL this season. Second- eﬂt:.:

with 788 yards

.and hag put together 202 and 102

yards ormances in the Jets’
gllay T victorles. Todd was the
0. 3 ranked passer in the AFC
and he has excellent receivers in
Wesley Walker, Lam Jones and
running back Bruce 3
Defensively, end Mark
eau is the pass rusher
and Joe Klecko, the AFC De-
fensive Pl:ger of the Year in
1981, is back after serious knee
surgery in September,.
Linebacker Lance Mehl, who

had two mferce&_tionsinthe final
three minutes to clinch the vie-
tory over the Raiders last Sat-
urday, is the Jets’ leadins
tackler and Darrol Ray an

‘Bobby Jackson are the top de-

fensive backs.

Miami quarterback David
Woodley, who has been pulled
several times this season for
Don Strock, has been superb in
the playoffs. Tony Nathan, an

all season, suddenly has
emerged as both a running and
receiving threat in the playoffs.
i
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target. There are too many ways an offense can hurt him.
Every player except the quarterback takes a crack at him.

Tight ends and running backs are his natural enemies.
Tackles, sometimes guards, pick him up when he’s rushing.
Guards and centers get a shot at him when he’s playing in-
side in nickel or dime defenses, as the Redskins’ Rich Milot
does. Wide receivers try to prove their manhood against
him, cracking down from the blind side on sweeps. Last year
a wild-eyed Miami rookie wideout named Fernanza Burgess
cracked the Raiders’ Jack Squirek’s jaw with his helmet and
put him out for a month and a half.

“an outside linebacker,” says At Rooney Jr., the Steel-
ers’ personnel chief, “is like a great gymnast in the Olympics,
except that when he comes out of his floor exercises some-
one’s gonna punch him in the teeth. What I'm saying is,
they’ve got to be skilled athletes but tough, too.”

They create an unforgettable set of images—the Giants’
Lawrence Taylor or the Patriots’ Andre Tippett blasting
over an offensive tackle on sheer strength; the Steelers’ Mike

SOIONLS NYWBIIT ANMIF

The Rams’ Mel Owens (58) is a 1981 first-round draft choice who
g S
Frrs

: | Mehiis an expert at the technique game—and pass coverage.

! uh, it’s not going io be as a stand-up linebacker. You’ve got
| to drop down to a three-point stance and beat a 280-pound
’l tackle. And, oh yes, you'll have to be smart, and instinctive,
i too. You'll have to read on the move and make instant deci-
sions, and. . ..
_ And they’ve done it. They've done it all, in a manner ex-
i T ceeding those desperate coaches’ wildest hopes. They've
I emerged as the flamboyant, dazzling superstars of the game,
I-l the true superstars of history, based on all-around football
o skill. No position has so many great players.
: I What’s that you say? The real stars are the guys with the
ball, the ones who throw it or catch it or run with it? Or pos-
: sibly the cornerbacks who have to cover those fancy receiv-
ers? We don’t buy any of that, for the simple reason that
those people can be deficient in every area of the game ex-
! cept one and still be successful. So what if the great thrower
can't run, or the great runner can’t block or catch a pass, Or
the great deep receiver won’t go over the middle or hit any-
¥ body? So what if the cornerback skilled at man-to-man cov-
| erage is a patsy against the run? They can still make the Pro
i Bowl. But the outside linebacker with only one skill won’t
} play regularly (although he might find a niche in a special-
4 ized situation, such as the nickel defense), because an oppo-
nent’s offense will quickly zero in on him and make him its
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Lance Mehl, Jets—Exceptionally smart, technicaily
sound, reads the QB better than anyone. Off year in 84 be-
cause of ankle injury and unsettled nature of personne!
around him. Non-blitzer in Jets’ scheme, hence no Pro
Bowls in past, but that might change under new defensive
coach Bud Carson.

Otis Wilson, Bears—On the fringes for years. Finally
tuned in to Buddy Ryan’s defenses and had success. One of
the best when under control. When out of control will
make the big play, the big mistake.

LONG AND MERITORIOUS SERVICE

Matt Blair, Vikings—Exceptional LB for years, finally
showed some mileage in '84. Injury problems, system, slight
loss of speed, etc. Bud Grant will bring him back to life.

Brad Van Pelt, Raiders—Smart and effective strongside
LB whose speed failed him in *84. Height (6’ 5) still makes
him effective.

Bob Brazile, Oilers—An enigma through the years. God-
zilla one series, invisible the next. Smart player. Always had

speed. Can still cover, Not quite as aggressive as he once was.

Reggie Williams, Bengals—Speed, explosion, brains. Un-
dersized at six feet, 228, he tends to wear down during the
course of a season.

Woodrow Lowe, Chargers—Opponents always graded
him higher than his own team did. Underrated career. Still
quick and sound and a sure tackler.

Bob Brudzinski, Dolphins—Steady force despite team’s
LB confusion last year. Respected greatly by opponents.
Plays better close to the line.

ON THE FRINGES OF GREATNESS

Al Harris, Bears—Unsung hero last year. Coverage abili-
ty shocked some people. Anthony Dickerson, Cowboys—
Strange player. Breathtaking speed but never has put it all
together. Johnnie Cooks, Colis—Bounced around from ILB
to DE, finally settling at OLB, his natural spot. Will come on
in °85. Charles Bowser, Dolphins—Fastest outside rusher in
NFL. If you can’t stop him, goodby. Bruce Scholtz, Sea-
hawks—Tall (6’ 6”) and imposing. Specializes in stuffing
tight ends.

MOST UNDERRATED

Garry Cobb and Jimmy Williams, Lions; John Anderson,
Packers; Joel Williams, Eagles; Rich Milot, Redskins; Al
Richardson, Falcons.

Lawrence Taylor is the epitome of the modern-era, big-play
linebacker. Unstructured, maybe, but how do you structure
a hurricane? The first thing you notice is the power, the fero-
cious hitting ability generated by a 243-pound man running
at 4.58 speed. “He plays the game in a bad mood,” George
Young says, “and loves to play.”

It is November 1983, Giants vs. Redskins. The Skins are
on their way to the Super Bow], the Giants are on the road to
3-12-1. 1t is early in the second quarter and the Giants al-
ready are down 10 points in a2 game they will lose 33-17. Joe
Theismann is back to pass and Taylor is blitzing from the
right side. Joe Jacoby, the 300-pound tackle, slides over to
block him. Teams learned long ago that you don't try to pick
up Taylor with a back, the matchup in the old days. You give
him one of the big boys, a guard or tackle, with a tight end or
back to help out. Taylor grabs Jacoby by the shoulder pads
and throws him. He flushes Theismann out of the pocket and
the quarterback is off and running. George Starke, the 260-
pound right tackle, peels back to pick up Taylor, who knocks
him to the ground without breaking stride. Taylor catches
Theismann 15 yards downfield. That's 560 pounds of line-
men he has disposed of and a 4.6 quarterback he has run
down. It’s a play no human being in pads and cleats should
be able to make.

It’s frightening to think of what would happen if Taylor
ever put it all together, if he combined the diagnostic ability
of a Jack Ham or Ted Hendricks with his other abilities. The
Competition Commitiee would probably devise a handicap
systern, packing him with weights like a racehorse.

His coach, Bill Parcells, has schemes made to order that
let Taylor take a running start so he can crash in from the
right side. “When he came up in '81,” Young says, “his play
became the stereotype for that position, especially on the

comntinued
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Jets’ Mehl rec

eives

All-AFC selection

NEW YORK (UPI) — Miami
Dolphins quarterback Dan
Marino overcame the stigma
surrounding his holdout early
this season to earn his third
straight selection to the UPI
All-AFC team.

Marino, who left the Dolphins
training camp over a contract
dispute, came back from a
shaky start to lead the NFL with
336 completions, 4,137 yards and
30 touchdowns in 587 attemlpts.
He received 23 votes in a ciose
race against San Diego’s Dan
Fouts, who finished second with
20 votes.

The West champion Los
Angeles Raiders placed four
players on the team, including
unammous selection Marcus
Allen.

Allen, the NFL rushing lead-
er, was the only unanimous
selection on the AFC All-Star

m. He received all 56 votes
cast by four sports writers in
each conference city.

_Allen is joined by Raiders’
txéht end Todd Christensen on
oitense while cornerback Mike
Haynes was selected along with
Howie Long on defense. Lon

received votes on 54 of the 5

ballots.

Miami, the New York Jets and
Denver each had three players
on the first-team. Marino, a
first-team pick in each of his
three NFL seasons, is joined by
Miami center Dwight Stephen-
son and guard Roy Foster on of-

fenge.

New York's Freeman McNeil
was selected alongside Allen in
the backfield for the second
straight year. Allen ran for 1,759
yards and 11 touchdowns in 380
carries and McNeil gained 1,131
yards on 294 carries.

Seattle’s Steve Largent, a 10-
year veteran, and second-year
man Louis Lipps of the Pitt-
sburgh Steelers are the wide
receivers. Largent caught 79
passes for g lea%};e-hi h 1,287
yards and Lipps had 5§ recep-
tions for 1,134 yards and 12 TDs,
Tight end Christensen caught 82
passes for 987 yards.

Completing the offensive line
are New England guard John
Hannah and tackles Anthony
Munoz of Cincinnati and Chris
Hinton of Indianapolis. Pitt-
shurgh'’s GB.? Anderson, who
kicked 33 field goals and led the
AFC with 139 points, was the
kicker,

All three of Denver's selec-
tions are on defense. Rulon
Jones is the end ogposxte Long,
and Broncos linebacker Karl
Mecklenburg and cornerback
Louis Wright were selected.

Nose tackle Joe Klecko of the
Jets completes the defensive
line, and tearnmate Lance Mehl
is the other inside linebacker.
The outside linebackers are An-
dre Tippett of New England and
Chip Banks at Cleveland.

Seattle’s Kenny Easley and
Deron Cherry o Kansas City
are the safeties, and Indianapo-

lis' Rohn Stark is the punter,
Stax;k averaged 45.9 yards per
unt.

p

Munoz, Hannah and Stephen-
son are other offensive first-
team repeaters from 1984,
Repeating on defense are Long,
Haynes, Cherry and Easley,

NEW YORK (UP]) -— The United Press Interna-
tional 1985 American Conference All-Star team
(voting g 58 writera, four from each AFC city,
in paren y:

Firat Team

Offenze

W'Idg‘i rece:;iet:t':—gsulrt(a 31l;-illrgel'tt. Seattle (47);
Louis Lipps,

Tight pend-—'rod;r%h—istensen. Los Angeles
(42)

Tackles-—Anthony Munoz, Cincinnati (47);

ton, Indianapolis (23)
Hannah, New England (42);

Ends—Howie Long, Los Angeles (54): Rulon
Jones, Denver (25)

Nose tackle—Joe Klecko, New York (85)

Outside linebackers—Andre Ty tt, New
England (53); Chip Banks, Clevelan {38}

Inside linebackers—Kart Mecklenburg, Den.
ver (35); Lance Mehl, New York (30}

Cornerbacks—Mike Haynes, Los Angeles
(39); Louis Wright, Denver (33}

Safeues—!{eng Easley, Seattle (47); Deron
Cherry, Kansas City (39) ~

Punt.e{‘—Rohn Stark, Indianapolis (2§)

'eam

ense
Wide receivers—Mark Clagton, Miami (9);
Cris Collinsw: }

Jim Lachey, San Diego (11)
Guards—Mike Munchak

. Houston (21); Dan
Alceex:ader. New"gork (8) o )
r—Milce Webster, Pittsburgh
Quarterback—Dan Fouts, San Deigo (20)
backs—Lionel James, San Diego (9);
Curt Warner, Seattle (1)
Del?cker——Nick Lowery, Kansas City (19)

ense
Ends—Mark Gastineau, New York (22); Jacoh

Green, Seattle (10)

Tackie—Bob Golic, Cleveland (13)

New Bngiand (15s Rad ias  crchweather
ew H 5 Angeles (3)
Ingide linebackers—Steve Nelson, New

E d (21); Matt Millen, Los Angeles (14)

ornerbacks—Raymond Clayborn, New

England (16); Dave Brown, Seattle (9)
Safeties—Fred Marion, New England (13);

Dennis Smith, Denver (13)

Punter—Regie Roby, Miami (12)




Painful knee injuries force
Jets' Mehl to call it quite

By RICH GIBSON really haven’t been able to sit down and reflect
Times-Leader Sports Writer too much,” he said. !“The doctors may have to
re-scope (arthroscopic surgery) the kriee. Right

It was a painfuléﬁet necessary decision for  now, I'can only sit back and seé what ha N
Bellaire’s Lance Mehl. Lance said he would not rule out the possibili-

The former Bi% Reds’ standout athlete, who tyofa coaching position,
went on to star at Penn State University before Mehl and his wife, Linda, are the parents of
enjoying aﬂ-&t;o status with the New York Jets, three children: Lance Jr,, 7; Luke, 5; and
announced his retirement from professional Logan,3.
football Saturday afternoon. ance is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mehi of

Sidelined by Injuries to both knees the past  Bellaire.
two seasons, Mehl told The Times-Leader 1 [ —
profnosis was not favorable, )

“I made the decision based on the fact the
knee was not resNPonding the way we had hoped
it would,” said Mehl from his Hempstead, Long
Island residence,

“1 played %olf last Tuesday in the Mart
Lyons Celebrity Tournament and found it dif-
ficult to %%t around on it at times. I just said to
gyselfb e time (to make the anncuncement)

now,”’

Mehl, who graduated from Bellaire High in
1976, went on to star for Coach Joe Paterno at
Penn State, where he became another in a long
ﬂw of standout linebackers for the Nittany

ong,

During his collegiate career, Penn State made
three Bowl appearances (Fiesta, Su%gr Liber-
:n{). He also participated in the 1980 Hula Bowl
all-star game.

A third-round draft pick in 1980, Mehl suffered
an injury to his right knee in October 1986. He
underwent reconstructive surgery and returned
in November of 1987,

Durinﬁ the Jets’ third game last fall, Mehl
hurt his left knee in Joe Robbie Stadium against
the Miami Dolphins, forcing him to miss the
remainder of the season,

ehi had been undergoing rehabilitation, but
tl;: tlIl:tﬂt:l the Jets he was still suffering pain in

nees, <
“1 couldn’t get it (knee) to stop hurtinE,”
%iesh_l sau}. ;‘tshure, xlti'tgr vfe disappointing, but
18 part of the reality of pla T0 sports.”’

Mehﬁed all linebacker% {Yllnslg NPPI?. in in-
terceptions in 1985 and made the Pro Bowl. In
the 1982 playoffs against the Los eles
Raiders he interce two passes in the final

three minutes to help preserve a 14-10 victory.
Mehl said he is uncertain about his future, “I




