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Ammirante has most wins
among local boys’ coaches

By RICK DeLUCA

Times Leader Sports Writer

Gene Ammirante may have been forced to wait for
his basketball squad to get to the gym after an elongat-
ed football season, but rival coaches certainly don't
mind the wait. As long as Ammirante and his teams are
on the floor. opposing coaches are finding it hard to
catch up with the veteran Bellaire coach’s career win
mark.

Set to start his 15th season as the Big Reds court
boss. Ammirante holds a |5-win lead over Monroe
Central’s Mark Huffman and is the owner of one of the
best won-loss percentages in the Ohio Valley,

Ammirante’s charges have had a lock on the OVAC
Class 3-A title for much of the ‘90s. After guiding his
cagers to a 17-4 record. the Big Reds™ boss has boost-
ed his career mark to a sparkling 221.9| plateau,

Huffman. who put some of the top small school
teams on the floor while coaching at Skyvue High prior
to the Monroe Central consolidation with Woodsfield,
is the holder of a 206140 career mark. His Seminoles
posted a 16-5 mark last season.

Nearing the 200-win mark and third on the list of
winningest active East Ohio coaches in The Times
Leader coverage area is Bridgeport coach Rich
Saffield. A former court coach at Union Local and
Meadowbrook. Saffield owns a 195-248 career mark
and could get his 200th win early this season. His
Bulldogs were 7-15 Jast season.

Kim Clifford, who started at Cadiz before going to
St. Clairsville five years ago. owns an impressive
13984 career mark in his short time on the courts,

Lou Tolzda. back at Bealisville after a short stint at
neighboring River, is the only other local coach with
more than 100 career wins. Tolzda. in his 10th season
overall. takes a 101-96 record into the 199596 cam-

paign.

Lakeland’s Scott Doak has his stghts set on the 100-
win mark as he starts the season at 96-82 and Buckeye
Trail’s Kim Cunningham is within reach at 82-71.

The local coaching fraternity includes a pair of new
coaches as Jeff Durbin, a long-time assistant to highty-
successful former coaches, Henry Lazasz and-Tom
O’Connell. replaces the latter at Buckeye Local. Mark
Romick. another coach filling his first head coaching
post. is taking over at River for the departed Tolzda.

Two of the Ohio Valley's all-time winningest
coaches return to continue their bid to surpass the late
Richard Potts of River at the top of the all-time list.
Bob Burton. getting closer to the 500-win mark, re-
turns at Paden City, and Sam Andy, with over 400
wins, is back at Wheeling Park.

Local High School Boys' Coaches Records

Coach, school., years at present school (including 1995-
96). team’s "94-95 record, coach's career record:
Gene Ammirante. Bellaire (15)(17-4) 221 91

Mark Huffman, Monroe Central (16) (16-5)206 140
Rich Saffield, Bridgeport (2) (7-15) 195 248
Kim Clifford. $t. Clairsville (5) (13-1 0 139 84
Lou Tolzda, Beallsville (10) (0-21) 101 96
Scott Doak. Lakeland (9) (10-11 ) 96 82
Kim Cunningham, Buckeye Trail (4} (1 9-6) 82 71
Mark Cook. Barnesville (8) (8-1 3) 69 82
Ray Smith, Linsly (6) (8-1 2) 62 39

Jeff Sabatino. Martins Ferry (4} (17-7) 49 4]
Dan Angalich, St. John Central (5)(3-18) 42 45

John Kapolka, Shadyside (4) (! 7-6) 42 23
Tab LaFollette, Jewett-Scio (4) (2-19) 24 39
Kevin Lucas. Union Local (2)(5-16) 5 16
Don Madzia, Cadiz (2) {4-| 1)) ' 4 17
Jeff Durbin. Buckeye Local (1) (3-18) 0 0

Mark Romick, River (1) (9-13) 0 0



