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FINAL RECORD: 8-2

The History of the Bippus Banquet

._.soa__oi:u_ozmqsmms_.am:s‘xm__o>a=o_.o=0932ma.
1984, to Jimmy Mountain, the Bellaire editor of the w‘nEwmrnmnnb Although
it never appeared in print, it did an outstanding job of ¢chronicling the history
of the Bippus Banquet, and, therefore, is reproduced in its entirety.

Dear Jimmy,

Some considerable time ago, | promised you a brief history of the
Bippus Memorial Football Banquet, which has been giventfor many years for
the Bellaire Football Squad. | present that history to you herewith.

| believe that the story of the Bippus Banquet is a very interesting
one. Jess %mamao: T.) and Howard Bippus, brothers, were old friends of
my father, St. Clair Archer, and were very rabid sports fans, attending all of
the Bellaire High football games and contests in other sports as well. Jess
and Howard once attended a banquet honoring a Bellaire football squad at
which ice creamwas served as dessert. The ice creamsupply ranout before
altthe boys were served, and consequently some received no dessert. Jess
then started the practice of giving, at his own expense, a banquet for the
football squad in any year in which they defeated both Martins Ferry and
E:mm_.zw. and he always made certain that there was plenty of ice cream.

ess died in 1938, and in his will he left a bequest of $1,000.00 in
trust, said fund to be used to defray the expenses of an annual banquet for
the Bellaire team. The exact provision in the will is as follows:

"ITEM Ii. |give and bequeath to my Executor hereinafter named,
the sum of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00} in Trust for the following uses
and purposes:

To use the income therefrom and somuch ofthe principal thereof as,
in his uncontrolied discretion, shall be necessary for the purpose of defray-
ing the expenses of an annual banquet for the members of the Football
Squad of Bellaire High School, situated in Bellaire, Belmont County, in the
State of Ohio. . .1t is my desire that the principal of this fund be preserved for
as long atime as possible, the income only being used unless the use of the
principal is, in the opinion of said Executor, necessary. Should the laws of
the State of Ohio affect the validity of this Trusi, either because of the
uncertainty in the time of its duration, unlimited restraint in the disposition of
the Trust property, or for any other reason, then | direct my Executor to make
such disposition of said Fund, or any accretions thereto in his hands, as he
shall find proper in order to carry out my desire 1o provide for an annual
banquet for the Football Squad of said Bellaire High School for as long a
period as possible."

Howard Bippus, the brother of Jess, was named as Executor of the
estate, but the Trust was not formally created in the Probate Couri of
Belmont County until a later date. Initially, Howard Bippus, my father and
the then current Bellaire High School foothall coach served informally as
Trustees to administer the fund. There were some lean years during which
the income did not pay for the Banquel, and Howard Bippus made up out of
his own pocket many such deficits. 1think that Jess had no expectation that
the $1,000.00 would last very long because it would be necessary to make
continual use of the principal as weil as the income. However, at Dad's
suggestion, the money was finally invested in corporate stock and the
resultant income did carry the Banquet through many years.



Dad and Howard Bippus are both now deceased, and | took over

as Trustee of the fund some years ago, at whichtime the Trust was formally
created in the Probate Court of Belmont County.
. The Banquet did last those forty-four years through the affair heid
in 1982, but football squads continued to increase in size, and the inflation-
ary trend felt throughout the whole economy made it necessary to invade
principal more and more as the years went by. The Banquet really was the
victim of inflation. When | took over as Trustee along about 1959, we were
stitl paying John and Andy Lambros, at the old Belmont Restaurant, $1.00
per plate for the banquet meals! You will be fully aware of how these costs
have increased in recent hwoma‘ However, much, much mileage was
obtained from the original One Thousand Doliars of Jess Bippus and, as
indicated above, Jess would no doubt be very much surprised that the
Banquet Fund lasted until 1982.

The first Banquet was held in 1939, and my file as to the early years
is somewhat fragmentary. At the beginning there was no principal speaker
for the affair, and, this being strictly for The Bellaire Footbali squad, there
were no outsiders present, except for Dad and Howard Bippus and a few of
their close friends. The Banquets were informal, and the footbali boys
themselves were called upon to recount some of their experiences during
the season just Mmmr As the years rolied on, more and more interest was
generated inthe Banquat, and every year Dad would receive ielephone calls
from fans asking that they be permitted to attend, and of course he was glad
to have them do so. Over the Nmma this list of fans interested in attending
grew, and this was the origin of the system still foliowed today, that is, each
year | contact, at Banquet tirne, those fans on the list from past years (and
mmo Bm:« have passed on!), and extend an invitation to the current year's

anquet.

In the early years various fans served as Toastmaster al the
wms.n__cﬂ. Thefirst Banguet, of which | have any notes, was held in 1942, and
the Toastmaster that year was Emil Q. Meder. The custom of having a

rincipal speaker at the Banquet apparently started in 1950 with Mait
avidson, Freshman football coach at Princeton University.

Itook over as Trustee of the Banguet Fundin 1959, and afterwe had
had, in successive years, former Big Red greats, Mac Cara, Elwood
Kalbaugh and Katz Kadlic, Andy Lambros suggested that it would be a great
idea to have a former Bellaire football star each year as speaker at the
Banquet. Andy said this would be easy and popular with the team and fans,
and, in his words, "You will never nin out!" This is the policy followed ever
since thattime, and Andyi.ambroswas certainly comrect. | think that Bellaire
can be very waca of the long and distinguished list of Bellaire football
players who have had great success in later life, as exemplified by the
outstanding list of speakers we have had at the Banquet.

Don Ault, former Bellaire star and football coach and then coach at
Bethany College, was scheduled to appear in 1980, but his Bethany team
became involved in the smali college football playoffs, and he was unable
to attend. in his place he sent John Cunningham, the Bethany Dean of
Students and soccer coach. 1980 actually was the first break since the
beginning, with Mac Cara in 1958, in our long and uninterrupted series of
former Bellaire football stars as principal speakers.

My good friend Pete Schramm served as Toaslmaster at the firs
Banquet | handled in 1859, and he very kindly continued to serve as
Toastmaster every year after that until his final appearance in 1976. Pete
died the following year, and beginning in 1977, my good {riend Charles "Bud"”

Fry, former Bellaire football star, member of the Bellaire Board of Education,
and local insurance man, tcok over for me as Toastmaster and has handled
the Banquet ever since. Both Pete and Bud have done a maivelous job in
presenting the program at the Banguet each year. And Pete became so
much interested in and devoted to the Banquet that he provided, in his Will,
a modest bequest to be added to the Bippus Banguet Fund.

The first Banquets were held at the Belmont Restaurant in Beltaire,
where we were always very well treated by the brothers Lambros. Afierthe
Belmont was reduced in size after the death of John L.ambres, the restaurant
was no longer big enough for the Banquet, and we moved to the banguet
roomn of the City Restaurant, where Paul Economos and Nicky Diaconis
were also very good to us. YWhen the City lost its banauet room, we went to
the Hign School Cafeteria, where the Banguet has been held ever sincs,
catered by Mrs. Katie Dodds. Higin School Princinal Steve Kisn and other
school officials and Mrs. Dodds have also been very kind and cooperative,
where the Banquet was concerned.

The Banguet funds ran outwith the 1982 Banauet, and the trustwas
formatly closed in the Probate Court that year. | am able jo present &
Banquet in 1984 because of a very generous contricuiion | have receivaed
fromthe wicow and daughter-in-raw of Eimer F. Kratz, Sr., who died in 1982.
Elmer was a long time official at ths old Unicn Savings Bank in Bellaire. He
was a good friend of both Howard and Jess Bipnus and knew the entire
Bippus family. He was a Bellaire football ian and took a keen inferest inthe
Bippus Banquet almost from it inception. He was vary Taithful in his
aitendance at these annual affairs. Whenever | caltect on Eimer,  could ba
almost certain that he would be present at the current Banguetl.

Eimer's widow, Mrs, Edith A. Kratz, and his daughter-in-law, #rs.
Frances W. Kraiz, widow of Elmer F. Kratz. Jr., who died in 1875, knowing
of Elmer’s long fiiendship with the Bippus family and having interast in and
iong attendance at the Bippus Banguet, have recently made a coniribution
in Eimer's nante {0 coniinue the Bippus Banguet for a Htle while ionger. |
think thai it is a very nice thing they are doing for the Beliairs football squad.

I trust, Jimmy, that | have not bored you with this long recitai.
Because of the fine coverage the Banguet has always received from Tae
Times Leader, all of the information hereinbefore set forth is in your
newspapei files, but it might take a bit of digging on your part to assemble
it all. You may make whatever use you wish of this history of the Bippus
Banguet, and, if there is any more informatlon | can supply, | would be
pleased to hear from you.

Beiore ¢icsing | would like io add a personal note, and that is that
the Banquet nas been for me an extremely interesiing and rewardin
experience. | am, after all, a pretiy fair supporier of The Red and The Biack
mysefi. Beliaire is Home Town and Bellaire High is Alma Mater, and being
associaied, over the years, with coaches and school administrators, Big
Red athleies and fans and, in panicular, the guest spaakers, who were
"coming homse,” some perhaps for one lasttime, is something | am gladi did
not miss.

With kindest personal regards and best wishes always, | am

Sincerely,

Kklley Archer “
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JACK CERA

Ohio State Representative
Defensive Halfback/Running Back
1973 Football Squa
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Our guest speaker for this year's Bippus Banquet is
Jack Cera, Class of 1974.

Jackwasaiwo-yearletterwinnerin football at Bellaire
High School, leading the Big Reds defensive backfield in
1972 and 1973. In 1972, Cera had 24 solo tackies, 17
assists, and 1 interception. In 1973, he recorded 27 solo
fackles, 14 assists, and threeinterceptions, includinga97-
yard interception return for a touchdown, still a Bellaire
High School record after 20 seasons. Cera was selected
as the Most Underrated Player his senior year and was a
First Team All-Region selection in 1973 as well as a UPI
Honorable Mention All-State selection.

Cera was a four-year member of Student Council,
serving as president his senior year. He was the sports
editor of both the newspaper and the Beljuan his senior
year and was freshman class president. Cera also lettered
in baseball his senior year.

Cera's football career continued in 1974 at Brown
University where he received a degree in political science.

He ran for the Ohio House of Representatives in
1982 and was elected in his first bid for public office. He
has been re-elected by comfortable margins five times
since then. Inthe House, Representative Cera chairs the
House Finance Development Subcommittee where he
continues to strive to attract jobs to the Ohio Valley.

Representative Cera and his wife, Becky, live in
Bellaire with their daughters, Jaclyn, 8, and Bethany, 11
months.
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% Memo Yoar Position “98
2 Jason Tuttle®™ 12 WR/DHB 1941
3 Scott Coyne** 12 WR/DHB 1942 Emil O, Meder
4 Jose' Davis 10 QB/DHB 1943 Hayes Marshall
5 John Farrier* 12 WR/DE 1944 Hayes Marshall
7 Keith Pitts* 11 WR/C 1045 Gsorge Long
10 Dusty Kinder 10 TE/DE 1046 Ed Rosser
14 Nicolaj Johansen 12 K 1947 Francis Wallace
15 Hutch McFeley 10 WR/DE 1948 Kenneth B. Schramm
16 J.R. Hall" 12 WR/LB 1949 Kenneth B. Schramm
21 David Peiros 11 WHR/DHB 1950 Matt Davidson Kenneth B. Schramm
23 Billy Runyan 10 WR/DHB 1951 Lew Clawson, Jim Stewart,
25 Larry Craig 1 FB/LB and Jimmy Mountain Sylvan H. Blum
26 C. J. Zerloss 10 WR/DHB 1952 No information avaitable )
27 Tony Burton 11 FBAB 1053 Harry Waldorf Albert V. Noice
28 Jeremiah Johnson 1 TE/DHB 1954 Warren Pugh David Cooper
30 Bobby Roth 10 FB/C 1955 Joe Bartel Bob Nelson
33 P. J. Bommer 10 FB/C 1956 No information available
34 Mike Craig 10 18/C 1957 Oliver Olsen Harry Bell
35 Rich Mamie 10 TBAB 1958 Mac Cara Sylivan H. Blum
36 Kevin Bailey 12 Ieas 1959 Eiwood “Mose” Kalbaugh Pete Schramm
a7 Nick Marinelli* 12 WR/DHB 1960 "Katz" Kadlic Pete Schramm
40 Casey Coyne* 1 FBAB 1961 Stanley Olejniczak Pete Schramm
42 Shawn Valloric** 12 WR/C 1962 Mike Ingram Pete Schramm
43 Joe Bell 11 WR/DHB 1983 Gi ickerhoof Pete Schramm
44 Scott Pitts* 11 T8/DHB 1964 Tod win Pete Schramm
45 Erik Baratio 10 WH/DHB 1965 Oliver "Obie" Miles Pete Schramm
50 Tommy Patrone 10 QG/LB 1966 Demmy Dickerhoof Pete Schramm
53 David Bohus** 12 C/DT 1967 C. E. *Toots" Corbett Pete Schramm
54 Greg Vasay 1 C/DT 1968 Mike Basrak Pete Schramm
58 Matt Adams 10 C/DT 1969 Frank Heinrich Pete Schramm
60 Logan Boone 10 oG/LB 1970 Francis Gibson Pete Schramm
62 Jason Fitch 11 OG/DE 1971 Jerry Bell . Pete Schramm
84 Jay Belville 12 o171 1972 Joo "Fosh® Accrocco Pete Schramm
65 Keith Violet 10 CG/DT 1973 Clyde Thomas Pete Schramm
66 Chad Farmer* 12 OT/DE 1974 Dave Schramm Pete Schramm
67 Russell Yonyon n OG/DE 1975 Albert Vasek Pete Schramm
68 Josh Weber 10 0G/DT 1976 Carl Johnson Pete Schramm
72 Jason Dowling 1 OG/DE 1977 Andy Nameth Bud Fry
73 Nathan Brooks 10 OT1/DT 1078 Sonji Herzberg Bud Fry
75 David Brehm 10 OIDT 1979 Jack Malik Bud Fry
76 Jim Belanus 10 OT/DT 1980 John Cunningham Bud Fry
77 Dusty Hoilt* 11 OT/DT 1981 Bennie Mangiopane Bud Fry
78 Jason _smﬂm 10 QG/DT 1082 Edward Hepe Bud Fry
79 Jeremy Chimpas 10 oT/DT 1983 No Banquet
82 Nick Ashworth 10 WR/DHB 1984 Gary Sherman Bud Fry
83 Bobby Timberlake 10 WR/DHB 1985 Jim Futhey Bud Fry
84 Josh Ostrander* 12 TE/DE 1986 Mac Cara Bud Fry
86 Mark Mason® 1 TE/DE 1987 David Liberati Bud Fry
88 Jason Valachovic 10 WR/DHB 1988 Joe "Fosh" Accrocco Bud Fry

* = Lotters 1989 Billy Mitchell BudFry
HEAD COACH: John Magistro ) 1990 Dennis Pogany David Liberati
ASSISTANT COACHES: Gregg Bonar, Mark Bonar, Ed Miller, Bruce Stolz, Bruce 1991 Lance Meh David Liberati
Young, Kevin Roseberry, Terry Espina, Terry Brinker, John LaRoche, Eric Kocsis 1692 Gordon Biggs David Liberati
EQUIPMENT MANAGER: BeeBee Marinacci 1993 Jack Cera David Liberati




