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Pass Interceptions, Punt
Returns Feature Reds’ Win

By BILL VAN HORNE

News-Register Sports Editor

Three long punt returns and
lwo pass interceptions for
touchdowns, one of them on a
95-yard run, featured Bellaire
High's 31-0 pasting of its city
rival, St. John's Central,
Saturday afternoon in a mutal
footbail opener at sun-bathed
Nelson Field.

The Big Reds were able to
move the ball for only six first
downs against the Irish and
three of them came in the first
quarter o set the stage for
Paul Marchese’s 35-yard field
goal, which opened scoring,

However, in the second
quarter the fleet Darrell Ewart
returned 2 Kevin Wilson punt
53 yards to the St. J. 24 to put up
a TD made by quarterback Joe
Masciarelli on a sneak from
the one after his pass to Jack
Cera put the oval a yard from
paydirt.

In the third period, Ewart
scooted down the west sideline
for 52 yards to tally on a punt
return — after the Reds had
earlier failed to capitalize upon
a 4l-yard return by Dave
Perzanowski.

The final two touchdowns
came in the last two minutes of
the game as Cera picked off a
Steve Zsigray pass on the
Bellaire five and rambled 95
yards down the west sideline to
tally and Masciarelli sub-
sequently short-circuited
another aerial to go 37 yards to
the end zone.

Bellaire made only 92 yards
by rushing and completed just
two of seven passes for 46
yards but the opportunism of
Coach Bill “Jake” Olsavsky's
club paid off. The Johnnies
could manage only 59 yards on
the ground and hit on six of 19
passes for 68 yards. They had
seven first downs.

Bellaire was accessed 25
yards and the Irish 15 in
penalties in the inaugural,
which drew a near full house at
the 26th St. plant. Figures
indicate that it wasn't much of
an offensive game since, with
yardage losses subtracted, the
St. John's net total offense
from scrimmage was just 97
yards and the Reds’ amounted
to only 119 yards. But Paul
Rose's pass-minded Irish were
a threat by air — before the
fourth-quarter  interceptions
brought the roof down on their
heads. And the lengthy punt
returns and Bellaire TDs on
interceptions had the fans in
the covered stands on their feet
and roaring.

St. John's suffered a bad
break on the opening kickoff
when Mike Flowers, the team’s
top running back, was lost with
an injury. After the kickoff, the
Reds moved from their own 31
to the Irish 16 in 13 plays to set
the stage for Marchese's FG.
Twenty-three yards were
picked up on a pass from
Masicarelli to Perzanowski
and the rest was gained via
short thrusts on the ground.

After Mike Doyle's in-
terception of a Masicarelli
pass, the Irish subsequently
penetrated to the Bellaire 37
via an 11-yd. gain on a Szigray-
Doyle pass but Szigray was
tossed for two successive 10-yd.
losses and the Irish were
forced into a punting situation.

Early in the second peried,
Doyle recovered a Bellaire
fumnble on the hosts’ 40 but the
Irish offense couldn’t move.
Ewart's 53-yd. punt return
subsequently led to the TD that,
with Marchese's conversion,
sent the halftime count to 10-0.
Ewart zipped down the west
sideline behind a wall of
blockers and a hard tackle by
the punter, Wilson, last man
between him and the goal,

deprived him of a score on the
play.

However, in the third
quarter, there was no stopping
Ewart as he hauled in 2 Wilson
punt, broke a tackle and went
all the way on a 52-yd. ramble
{o the south end zone.

St. John's best scoring
chance of the day came in the
fourth quarter when the Green
reached the Reds’ 13, only to
have Cera pick off a Szigray
toss in the flat and scamper 95
yards to paydirt. Marchese
went in to try for the con-
version but Masciarelli fum-
bled the snap and, thinking
quickly, then threw to end Jim
LaRoche for a two-pointer.

On the first play after the
next kickoff, Masciarelli made
his interception and a key
block by tackle Dave Liberati
helped spring him for a TD.
This time Marchese converted.

After the game, sport-
smanship awards from the St.
John's Booster Club and Big
Red Touchdown Club were
presented to Masciarelli and
the Irish's Wilson, who caught
five passes for 58 yards.

Bellaire now owns an 85
edge over St. John's in their
series, with two meetings
having ended with tie scores.
Olsavsky has a clean slate in
“the battle of Guernsey St.” as
his teams have topped the Irish
four times in & row, with the
last three being by lop-sided
scores.

St. Jonn's 000 0- 0
Bellzire 37615-31

B — Marchese, FG, 36 yds.

B —~ Masciarelll, 1, run {Mar-
chese kick).

B — Ewart, 52, punt return (run
faited?, X

B — Cera, 95. pass interception
(LaRoche, pass from Masciarelli).

B — Masciarelll,, 37, pass in-
lerception {Marchese kick).

Friday NFL Scores

ByUnited Pressinternational
Los Angeles B San Francisce 10
Kansas City 18 5t. Louis 7
Detroit 34 New England 21
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