Daquesne

Prepares

To Defend City’s

Grid Championship

Five Changes Made in Schedule with Pitt
Game as Headliner; Captain Basrak
Is Great Center.

By Jack Sell
Hopeful of extending a five-game victory cluster which
marked a hrilliant sweep down the home stretch last season, and
determined to make a dogged defense of their city ehampion-
ship, 35 Duguesne University gridders are at work daily on the
campus field. John P. (Little Clipper} Smith, the fourth head

coach in 8% many years, supervisesQ

the work, aided by Aldo-{(Buffale)
Doneili, promoted from the fresh-
maa meptorship last winter.
" Little Smitty has vo delusions
about the winning streak remszin-
1ILg  intzct Sover the -nine-game
stretch ahead but despite the cus-
tomary tinge of pessimism so
chronic with all college tutors, he
figures the Red and Blue will be a
mighty tough ball club to subdue.
Checking over his squad yester-
day he deplored the fact that many
of his best boys reported far under
weight. The first three days of
drill under a hot sun haven't
belped the sjtuation, Captain Mike
Basrak, the great center of the
Bluffites, reported at 200 pounds
while jast year he scaled 215 on
opening day. .

Sold on Captain,

W‘hen you mention the Bellaire
bearcat Smith waxes eloquent. He
says Mike is zipping the hail to
the hacks in perfect fashion, never
making a bad fling, He comes right
out and confesses that his leader
is one of the best boys at the pivot

" post he has ever glimpsed. A few
more Basraks and there would be
no need of all this pre-season prac-
tice fuss. .
" The chief source of Duke
strength will come from holdovers.
Only 11 freshmen were retained
and with one or two exceptions the
new men will have a tough time
eracking the varsity lineup. -

Johin Perko and Steve Rarko
figure to take spots next to Basrak
at guards. Joe Laputka, Joe Maras,
Bob Goodman and Marsh Manusl
all saw some tackle service last
fall. Chet Airhart, Ernie Hefferle,
George Platukis and Larry Kirsling
are still pursuing terminal posts.
Frank Zoppetti looks like the -first
string signal barker. Ken Becht-
loff, who reported weighing but 174
pounds but reminds Coach Smith a

orant Aaal! Af Wimar Tavdan wrill

This Year's Schedule

Rept, 23—Wayneaburz (night).
thet.  2—Rles (night).

- B=—Cirne inl L
. 11=At P‘lll.t e
2R=—=W. Va. Wenlexan (night).
. 3l==At Detrolt U.
. §—At Washington T.
« I+—At Carnegle Tech.
. 2l~=Marquetie,

Last Year's Results

Dukes......,
"Dukes......
Dukes. .
ukes. ...
Dukes.
Dukes. .
Dukes. .
Daukes.......
Dukes. .....

illinols Wesleysn. 8
RKanias Btate.... 13
Blte . ..cvovnnens 2
Catholle U......
Washington TU...
Carnegle Tech. .

Oklahoma A.&M.
West Virginia T.
Detrolt U....

Total .....,

e
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deus Grabinski, a guard, has been
impressive while Bill Critchfield
and Jim Faziola are other line-
men with promise.

The rookie backs are speedy but
lack heft. Geno Onder, brother
of Cheeso, the former Pitt guard,
anc Angelo, the ‘West Virginia U,
terminal, John Minnick, " Vincent
McKeeta and Mitchell Barron
have possibilities as ball toters.

Although rabid Duke followers
will likely resent the statement,
the city championship garnered
last year was a trifle synthetic,
Duquesne beating Tech, Tech ty-
ing Pitt and Bluffites and Panth.
era not meeting. It will be & real
round robin, long a Duquesne aim,
this fall to form one of the big fea-
tures of local college football,

Duguesne has never beaten Fitt
and there is no doubt that such a
triumph would bhe about as wel-
come as any on the Hilltap pro-
gram The Blue and Gold are one
of five changes from the 1935 card.
Illinols Wesieyan, Kansas State,
Cat.hollc U Oklahoma A& M
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> PANTHERS STRONGE

Big Gu s Of Dukes For Defense Of City Grid Title

BETO VATRO, Hak ' . - KEX- BECHTILOFF, Fullback. BILL DILLON, Halfback. .
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BETO VAIRO, HajMhsck, . - KENX BECHTILOFF, Fullback. BILL DPILLON, Halfback.

b

BOYD Bm&lﬁﬂ. Hl.'ll'hlﬂl:. . VAPTAIN Hﬂm BASEAK, Center., 2
S-ome nt the leading gridders of the 1936 lmqmu ‘Enlmiu in the East, hopes to attaln hls greatest fame and grasp for alt’

are pletured above. . Valro and Bechiloff are -15" America honors in this, his senlor year with the the Red and Blue.:
Lﬂg Dillon and Brumbaugh possess passing abllity in These Iads will have much to say concerning the retention .of m}
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F acts On Orange Bowl Game

MI!SISSII’PI STATE'S lm RECORD

MIBSIESIPPI BTATE COI.LBGE ¥s. DUG‘IJIBNE ONIVERSITY

jckotf: 2 p. m., January 1
cer ‘Miumi Btadinm earins caucim 12,0
Missisippl Sta

Address: State Collue Duquesne
'oach: Mua). Raiph Sasse John P. Smith
Coach’s school; Army Notre Dame
Colors: Marcon and White Red and_Blue
Nickname: Meroons ukes
Captain; Bob Keénan and Miks Masrak

Chatles Armstrong
n. T3 Tled, 13 Loat, 23 -

N
2

T,

Pos.

L. T,

G
R. G.

R.E.
B.
. H.,
H,
F.B.

AT ORRROrTE
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L. T,
Ic- G.
R. G
R.T.
R.E.
B,
L. M,

PB.

H

D
F‘

Line Ay
Backfie
Tu

Average
} Lcl Avenlo

Miss .s;iapi State '.'qwlllups .Dl'Juquesne
Misslssippl State 0! Duquesne
Mississipp] State | 7' "Dugquesne
Missisaippi State 32 Loroll CSouth) 0 Duquasne
M snsalnp State ol'rexas Christian 0 : Duquesne
3op! State Gsl nee 0 ; Duquesne |
M n saippi Stafe outa-lana Siate  11. Duquesne
asissipp! State 20 Ml asippl 4. Duquesne
asissipp! State ur 0 Duquesne
M 8tate 1|Plnr1da 0: )
‘Totnls 22 Totals 23 tals
P'Irat Orange Bowl (Januur;r 1, 1835). Bucknell. F1LH

Pu‘im‘%‘g{f? e Howl (Jenuary 1,1938), Catholic, 20: Mississippi, 1
m a
Palm Featival (January 1. 1934). Duquesne. 33: Unlvarsity of Miaml, 7

[January 1, 1833). University of Mi

PROBAELE LINEUPS
MISSISSIPPL STATE

- — e

0. Wt.

chnrles Celatka . P11 185
Alexander Lot A 193

arl Reagh s 200

ave Price ; 07 -
John Moak 208
Oren Pittman ' 228
Robert Keanan 7 188
JA. B. Stubb; kd 170
Fred Hight 1 17
Ike Plckle 1
Rohen Eardizson

DUQUEENE

Name g:. Wwt,
George Platukis 170
08 MArcas » 180
Arthur Amann - 18 168
Michael Basrak 7 180
Steﬂhen Bar ¥ 170
Whllam Critchtleld ] 200
Ernest _Haffer * 17%
Louis ‘Terrone 130
Willlam Dillon 170
5ea mpauen i

0. 3
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ihey Defeaied
Pitt And Tech

By CHESTER L. SMITH
: Sports Editor

Someone labeled them the
Dashing Young Dukes, and it
turned out to be a nickname
that the Duquesne football
forces of 1936 lived up to the
last yard.

These were the Hilltoppers
who, along the way, defeated
two teams that were bowl-
bound, won the ecity cham-
pionship and produced the
university’s first and only All-
American,

They’ll haVve a lot to re-
hash, these Dukes will, when
they come back to the campus
next Friday for their first re-
“~Sunion in 26 years, the feature
of Homecoming Day on the
Bluﬁ!

George Matslk will have
to tell over and over agein
how he ran 71 yards against
Pitt for the touchdown that
was enough to cage the
Panthers, 7-0, and give them
something to remember,
even, while they were flall-
ing Washibgton In the Rose
Bowl the {following New
Year's Day.

The afternoon Camegie
Tech was flogged, 130, to
batten down the city tltle
won't be lost in the shuffle

Vince McKeeta was the stand-

out that day,

The eavesdropper Is bound
to hear much about the Mar-
quette game, which ended the
regular season. ‘The Mid.
westerners came to Forbes
Field unbeaten, with victories
over Wisconsin, Washington
of St. Louis, Kansas State,
Michigan State, St. Mary's of
California, Creighton and
Mississippi The Dukes
dunked them, 138, but the
Marquettes still wound up
in the Cotton Bowl against
Texas Christian,

With which talk will, of
course, get around to the trip
to the Orange Bowl—the 13.
12 victory over Mississippi
State that came ahout when

_ Boyd Brumbaugh flung his
historic, almost-the-length.of.
the-field pass to Ernie Hef-
ferle.

Fith their “ups”, the '36

AR 4% LT

ALDO (BUFF) DONELLX

JOHN (CLIPPER) SMITH

They coached classy 1936 Dukes.

MIKE BASRAK ERNIE HEFFERLE GEORGE MATSIK
Among the siandout players of that team.

night and the Dukes couldn’t
handle the slippery ball or
keep their footing, but don’t
take anything away from the
Bobecats from Buckhannon.
They were gamesters who
were to win from all district
opponents except West Vir-
ginia and had the staying
qualities to make a safety
stand up for the 2-0 decision.

As one of the old Dukes so
quaintly puts it, “It was like
walking out of a banquet in

Smith’s aide was Buff
Donelli, one of the school’s
all-time athletes who is now
securely anchored af Co-
lumbia where his Lions lasf
fall shared the Ivy League
championship with Harvard,

Doc Skender, the Dukes'
athletic director, primed the
pump for the varsity as
freshman coach,

The overall record, includ-
ing the bowl game, was 82.
Waynesburg, Rice, Geneva,

your Sunday suit and step- | pjg, Washington of St. Louis,

ping en a banana peel”

Carnaria Tanh Mavauette and

Closed WI‘I'I'I._WI-I; ;
ln Orange B' wl

Behind them was an able
and eager bench,

The Dukes will be tralpsing
back this week from here,
there and everywhere,

Two are high school prind.
pals—Paul Urik at Har-Brack
and McKeeta at Wilmerding. B

Four went Into coaching,
Hefferle is on Johnny Mlchel--
osen's staff at Pitt; Basrak, §
Karrs and Jim Casille hold|
high school posts at Skokie, &
Ill.; Har-Brack and Louis-
vzlle Ky., respectively; Maras
is hoidmg down a post st B
Union College of Schenectady, i
N. Y, b -

Chet Airhart Is an agent' ’
for the FBI in West Virl
ginla. Brumbaugh is witk
the American Bridge Coigh
United Stateg Steel’'s Home-
stead plant superintendent
is Matsik.

Perko owns a chain- of
shops in McKeesport, Irwin
and Greensburg and Goodman [

iz mine host at a steak house [

in Bradford, Joe Laputka is @
vice president and treasurer [
of the Gorham Manufacturing &
Co. in Providence, R, I. Vairo
is in merchandising in Greens-
burg.

Only two members "of the
36-man squad have died in
the more than a quarter cen.
tury that has passed. Their §
surviving team-mates will §
drink a toast to John Min.
nick and Ray Serangeli.

'3 D_t_a_kes’ . Record




Pitt And 1ech

By CHESTER L. SMITH
Sports Editor

Someone labeled them the
Dashing Young Dukes, and it
turned out to be a nickname
that the Duquesne football
forces of 1936 lived up to the
last yard. _

These were the Hilltoppers
who, along the way, defeated
two teams that were bowl.
bound, won the city cham.
pionship and produced the
university's first and only All-
Armerican,

They'll haVe a lot to re-
hash, these Dukes will, when
they come back to the campus
next Friday for their first re-

"™ “~~union in 26 years, the feature

of Homecomning Day on the
Bluft,

George Maisik will have
to tell over and over again
how he ran 71 yards against
Pitt for the touchdown that
was enough to cage the
Panthers, 7.0, and give them
something to remember,
even. while they were flail-
Ing Washihgton In the Rose
Bowl the following New
Year's Day.

The afternoon 'éamegie
Tech was flogged, 130, to
batten down the city title

won't be lost in the shuffle °

ALDO (BUFF) DONELLI

JOHN (CLIPPER)

They coached classy 1936 Dukes.

Vince McKeeta was the stand-

out that day,

The eavesdropper is bound
to hear much about the Mar-
quette game, which ended the
regular season. The Mid-
westerners came to Forbes
Field unbeaten, with victories
over Wisconsin, Washington
of St. Louis, Kansas State,
Michigan State, St. Mary's of
California, Creighton and
Mississippi The Dukes
dunked them, 130, but the
Marquettes still wound up
in the Cotton Bowl against
Texas Christian,

With which talk will, of
course, get around to the trip
to the Orange Bowl—the 13.
12 victory over Mississippi
State that came about when

_ Boyd Brumbaugh f{lung his
historic, almost-the-length-of.
the-field pass to Ernie Hef-
ferle,

With thelr ‘“ups”, the '36
Dukes also had their
¥downs.” If winning over
Pitt had been one of the
surprises of the season, the
boys on the Bluff had an-
other one to unwrap for
their fans the following
Friday night,

They lost to West Vir-
ginia Wesleyan!

__There was deep mud that!

MIKE BASRAK ERNIE HEFFERLE GEORGE MATSIK

Among the standout pleyers of that team.

night and the Dukes couldn't
handle the slippery ball or
keep their footing, but don't
take eanything away from the
Bobcats from Buckhannon.
They were gamesters who
were to win from all district
opponents except West Vir.
ginia and had the staying
qualities to make a safety
stand up for the 2.0 decision,
As one of the old Dukes so
quaintly puts it, “It was like
walking out of a banguet in
your Sunday suit and step.
ping on a banana peel.”
Duquesne was coached that
year by John P, (Little Clip-
per} Smith, a Notre Dame
man who was in his first sea-
son here after succeeding an-
other South Bender, Christy
Flanagan, Smith stayed only
until 1938, retired from coach-
ing not long afterward and
is now iIn business in Con-
necticut.

Smith’s aide was Buff
Donelll, one of the school's
all-time athletes who is now
securely anchored at Co-
lumbia where his Lions last
fall shared the Ivy League
champicnship with Harvard.

Doc Skender, the Dukes'
athletic director, primed the
pump for the wvarsity as
freshman coach,

The overall record, includ.
ing the bowl game, was 8-2.
Waynesburg, Rice, Geneva,
Pitt, Washington of St. Louis,
Carnegie Tech, Marquette and
Mississippi were bheaten, The
second setback came from
Detroit, the week after the
Weslevan comedown,

The Dukes were far from
being a oneman show, but
they did revolve around their
All-America center—big, an-
gular Mike Basrak of Bellaire,
O, Mike the Mountain had
good speed,

f rat maneuver-

in vrange bowig

ability and & nose toi e
ball that made him & terror
to pass agamst, an asset that

spot, and the othwr way the
exchrsive property of (he
gifted Brumbsogh, The full.
backing was dome by
dJohnny Karra,

Behind them was an ab
and eager bench, :

The Dukes will be tralpsing
back this week from hers,
there and everywhere, 1

‘Two are high school priné.
pals—Paul Urik at Har-Brack
and McKeeta at Wilmerding.

Four went into coaching. B

Hefferle is on Johnny Michel- &
osen's staff at Pitt; Basrak, §&
Karrs and Jim Casiile hold [§
high school posts at Skokie, &
Il.; Har-Brack and Louis
ville, Ky., respectively; Mards J
is holding down a post &t i
Union College of Schenectady
N. Y.

Chet Airhart Is an agent- B
for the FBI in Woest Vir:}
ginla, Brumbaugh is witl 2
the American Bridge Coilis
United States Steel’s Home-
stead plant superintendent
is Matsik,

Perko owns a chain- of
shops in McKeesport, Irwin
and Greensburg and Goodman [
is mine host at a steak house §
in Bradford, Joe Laputka is
vice president and treasurer [
of the Gerham Manufacturing
Co. in Providence, R. 1. Vairo
is in merchandising in Greens-
burg,

Only two members "of the B
36-man squad have died in @
the more than a quarter cen-
tury that has passed. Their
surviving team-mates will §
drink a toast to John Min- §
nick and Ray Serangeli.

36 Dukes’ Record
14 ..... Waynesburg ...., 0§
14 ..ie0v... Rice ,..00ve.. O
133 ... . Geneva .,...... 0§
(7 eeeeeie Pitt eiiirennn, O 8
'0 ... W, Va. Wesleyan ..+ 2
: Detroit ........ }
26 . Washington (St. L.) . 0
13 .... Carnegie Tech..... 0 §
13 ...... Marquette ...... 0

ORANGE BOWL
1% ..... Mississippt ..... 12 B
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HOMECOMING HIGHLIGHTS —A reunion of the 1038
football squad which beat Misslasippl State, 1312, In the
Jan. 1, 1537, Orange Bowl gumw in Miaral highfighted the
Homecoming celebration at Duquesns University luat night,
The grid group which made e soccrmdul Socthern In-
vaslon included MM troat Tow, th right—
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DUQUESNE UNIVERSITY
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA
18219

December 15, 1977

My apologies for the delay in answering your letter, however, with basketball season
upon us, things really get backed up.

Mike Basrak was not only a Bellaire standout, he is a real '"Duquesne standout."

He played center for the Duquesne team know as the "Night Riders" from 1934 through
1936. At that time Duquesne football games were held at Forbes Field at night ...
therefore, the term "Night Riders." Listed below is year-by-year information on
Duquesne's first All American football player:

1934 - sophomore, center, 180 1b, 6'2, used as a sub . . . said Coach Joe Bach,

"Basrak can use a little more weight and a little more experience. He
has the stuff."

1935 - junior, age 22, 185 1b, "Bas" was in the School of Education and was
referred to as "first team material." TFormer Duquesne coach Elmer Layden,
then at Notre Dame said, '"Basrak can make any team in the country." By
1935 Basrak was considered an All American prospect . . . good defensive
man . . ., accurate passer-back

1936 - Captained the team to an Orange Bowl victory

1934 (8-2-0) Coach Joe Bach 1935 (6~3-0) Coach Christy Flanagan
39 Waynesburg 0 20 Illinois Wesleyan 6
0 West Virginia U 7 0 FKansas State 12
99 Ashland 0 7 Rice 27
12 Bucknell 0 0 Catholic U 6
67 Haskell 0 13 Washington U 6
20 Detroit 6 7 Carnegie Tech 0
39 W VA Wesleyan 6 20 Oklahoma A & M 1]
32 Oklahoma A & M 0 19 West Virginia U 0
0 Carnegie Tech 3 13 Detroit 6
14 Catholic U 0



1936 (8-2-0) Coach John "Clipper" Smith Duquesne FACTS . . .

14 Waynesburg 0 Nickname - Night Riders
14 Rice 0 Colers - Red & Blue
33 Geneva 0 Home Field - Forbes Field
7 Pitt 0 Capacity - 36,000
0 W VA Wesleyan 2 All American Football Players -
7 Detroit 14 Mike Basrak - Center '37
26 Washington U 0 Carl Nery =~ Guard '39
13 Carnegie Tech 0 John Rokisky - '41 - End
13 Marquette 0 Al DeMao - Center '41

POST SEASON - ORANGE BOWL, Miami, FL

13 Mississippi State 12

I've enclosed a few copies of clippings which you might find interesting and
informative. Also enclosed is a Picture of Mike Basrak which you may keep with
our compliments.

If you have any further questions, feel free to contact me in care of the Sports
Information Office or by calling (412) 434-6564.

Thanks for your interest in Duquesne athletics, and good luck with your research.

Sincerely,

ﬁ( ty %7 Al ptiafe s

Betsy Bjalobok
Sports Information

PS If possible, could we obtain a copy of the "History of Bellaire, Ohio - The
All American Town." It would fit right in with our football archives. If
there is a charge, let me know.



