John Magistro

Bellaire High School Football Coach
1983 - 2006

Recognition Dinner

Sunday, March 18, 2007
Undo’s ~ St. Clairsville, Ohio



JOHN,
Thanks for the 23 years

of memories

and friendship.
Good Luck in the Future!

Your friends,

Frank Renzi
Denny Beltrondo
Tony [annarelli
‘( ’ Jeff Paolina
John Kelly
Jim Tekely

Bob Kovalyk
Steve Chirpas




SAVE-RITE PHARMACY
&

GIFT SHOPPE

Phil Pata Il, Pharmacist
Phil Pata, Pharmacist

Good Luck & Best Wishes John

“Your Prescription Store in Bellaire”

3235 Belmont Street, Bellaire
676-3433

The Folks At

Vivid Graphix
wish you and your
family the best.




John Magistro

Bellaire’s All-Time Winningest Football Coach - 181 wins

Longest Football Coaching Tenure - 23 years

Coached First Play-Off Berth Team - 1993

Coached 3 Consecutive 10-0 Seasons -
1995, 1996, 1997

Coached Back-to-Back State Runner-Up
Teams - 1995, 1996

Helped Coach Reds to 500th and 600th
Career Victories

Coached Reds to 5 Consecutive OVAC :
Championships - 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997 &=

Coached Ohio OVAC All-Star Team - 1995

6 Regional Titles

2 State Title Games

Coached 2 NFL Players

Coached Over 100 Collegiate Players

Personal

St. John Central High School, Class of 1966
West Liberty State College, 1970
West Virginia University, 1976
Teaching Experience
Martins Ferry Schools, 8 years
Bellaire Schools, 27 years
* High School Occupational Work Adjustment
« Weight Lifting Program
» Assistant Athletic Director

Family

Wife - Lillian Roth Magistro

Children

¢ Chad

» Gina Magistro Chirpas

= Amy Magistro Doak
Grandchildren

+ Mia Chirpas - 17 months

e Lily Doak - 2 years

« Ryan Doak - 6 months







John Magistro
Recognition Dinner

WelCOme. . ..ot e e e Mike Anthony

WTRF-TV 7

Invocation. . . ...t i i Pastor Michael Tolliver
Dinner

Master of Ceremonies. . ......... ... i, Mike Anthony

Introduction of Guests/Speakers. . .. .................. Mike Anthony

Regis Woods, Former Superintendent - Bellaire Local Schools
Reno Saccocia, Coach - Steubenville Big Red
Dave Bruney, Coach - Martins Ferry Purple Riders

Joey Galloway - Former Big Reds Player
Former Ohio State University Player
Current NFL Player - Tampa Bay Buccaneers

Benny Taylor - Former Big Reds Player
Former Virginia Tech Player
Current NFL Player - Green Bay Packers

Chad Magistro - Former Big Reds Player
Former Mercer University Baseball Player
Son of Coach Magistro



Presentations

Bellaire Board of Education. ....................... Steve Shallcross
President, Bellaire Board of Education
Big Reds Supporter. .......... ... . ... . . il Frank Renzi
Bellaire Touchdown Club. . ........................... Norm Papola
President, Bellaire Touchdown Club
BHS Alumni Association .. ..................... Stephanie Mendelson
President, Bellaire High School Alumni Association
Village of Bellaire . .. ................... Councilman Dustin Hepburn
Belmont County Commissioners........ Commissioner Gordie Longshaw
OhioSenate. . .......... ... ... ... .ccivun.n. Senator Jason Wilson
Governors Proclamation . ............................. Frank Renzi
US.Congress. ............ooiviin... Congressman Charlie Wilson
Slide Show
Remarks. .. ... ... i e John Magistro
Special Thanks . . ......... ... ... ... ... ... ...... Mike Anthony
Benediction . .. ......... ... ... ... .. ... Pastor Michael Tolliver

Committee

Bruce Young, Bellaire High School Athletic Director
Mike Sherwood, Principal, Bellaire High School
Stephanie Mendelson, BHS Alumni Association

Bob Koteles, Bellaire Touchdown Club
Bob Kovalyk, Bellaire Touchdown Club

Video - Tate Blanchard

Special Thanks

Scott Rataiczak - R & C Photography
Denny Beltrondo - Blue Angel



Stronger than steel

In the heart of the Rust Belt, a football team
shines on. . .

Bellaire, Ohio is a rusty shovel of a town. The steel mill has been closed for
decades, and the dilapidated railroad bridge over the Ohio River leads
nowhere. The Imperial glass factory that was once the pride of the community
has been torn down, and most of the coal mines have closed. The few that
remain are non-union and automated, so 150 miners do the work that required
1,200 men 40 years ago. Jobs are scarce; unemployment’s high; and aban-
doned houses remain eyesores on the hillsides.

The high school, which once had over 1,000 students, now has fewer than
500. Yet Bellaire’s high school football team has continued to win. This sea-
son, which ended last Friday with a 49-7 playoff loss to powerhouse
Youngstown Cardinal Mooney in the Division IV state semifinals, was the
fifth time in retiring head coach John Magistro’s 23 years that the Big Reds
were 10-0 in the regular season, and the ninth time under Magistro’s tenure
that Bellaire won the 47-team Ohio Valley Athletic Conference.

With jet-black hair and a trim physique that makes him appear younger than
his 58 years, the ouigoing Magistro compiled a 181-76 record while at
Bellaire, and twice (*95 and ‘96) led his team to the state finals. This year was
supposedly a rebuilding year, but the Big Reds defied preseason predictions
and not only qualified for the playoffs, but took their record to 13-0 by winning
their first three playoff games over St. Clairsville, Westfall, and New
Lexington by a combined score of 131-54. An uncharacteristic seven turn-
overs sealed their fate against Cardinal Mooney and ended hopes of sending
Magistro into retirement with his first state title.

“That’s been a huge motivator for us this year,” says Trey Masciarelli, the
undersized (5-9, 170 pounds) cornerback and wide receiver who shattered the
school’s career touchdown record this year, which had previously been held
by Joey Galloway, now a wideout with the Tampa Bay Bucs. “We wanted to
send Coach out with a bang.”

Magistro, though doesn’t feel a state championship was needed to complete
his legacy. “The biggest charge I get is when a kid comes back and asks me
to recommend him for a job,” says Magistro, who’s moving to Columbus to
be closer to his three grown children and three grandchildren. “The respect I
get from my kids is all the legacy I need. We just have so many hard-nosed
players here. Bellaire probably has more all-Americans than any other town
our size.”



Bellaire, which has a population under 5,000, has carried the nickname of
“the all-American city” since New York News sportswriter Francis Wallace
dubbed it that in the early 1930s when three Bellaire grads were named ail-
America in the same year: Bud Bonar of Notre Dame, Katz Kadlic of
Princeton, and Miller Munjus of Pitt. When Knute Rockne made his famous
“Win one for the Gipper” speech in 1928, his quarterback was John Niemec,
another Bellaire grad.

Nine former Big Reds have gone on to the NFL, including two now playing,
Ben Taylor, a linebacker for the Packers, and Galloway.

“It’s like you see on Friday Night Lights,” says Galloway, who captained the
team in 1989. “It’s a small town, and football is life back there. I'd been a
quarterback, and Coach Magistro saw me palming a basketball and dunking
in the gym when I was a freshman, and said with my hands, I should be a
receiver. He was the first one to tell me that. You meet special people in life,
and he’s one of those guys who always does the right thing. His family is like
a second family to me.”

Magistro’s successor has already been named -- offensive coordinator Gregg
Bonar, an assistant coach for the last 23 years -- and if he’s got a tough act
to follow, toughness comes with the territory in Bellaire. “This is probably the
toughest town you'll ever be in,” says Bonar, a nephew of Notre Dame’s Bud
Bonar. “Kids grow up here knowing what’s expected of them. It’s tradition.
The townspeople expect you to win every game, and [ wouldn’t want to coach
anywhere else.

“My mom went to Bellaire, and she started taking me to games when I was a
baby,” says senior quarterback Nick Roecchio, who sat on the bench behind
all-everything Nate Davis for two years waiting for Davis to graduate. (Davis
started this season for Ball State) All Rocchio did when he finally took over
the team was break all Bellaire’s single-season passing records, throwing for
3,100 yards and 44 touchdowns. “Ever since you're little, all you do is dream
of playing for the Big Reds.”

“Bellaire doesn’t have a pro or college team, so we’re who people follow,”
Magistro says. “We're Ohio State. There’s not a Division I player on our ros-
ter, but I’ ve never coached a team with more heart than this one. I'm sure I'li
adjust, but right now it’s kicking me to leave.”

SI.com - SI.com Writers - E.M. Swift: Hard times come and go. but Bellaire wins on - Tuesday,
November 28, 2006

Find this article at:
http://sportsillustrated .cnn.com/2006/writers/em_swift/1 1/28/football/index.him]
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Bellaire Post No. 52

3600 Guernsey Street
Bellaire, Ohio 43906

676-2515

American Legion of Ohio

COACH MAGISTRO

THANKS FOR ALL YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
TO BELLAIRE'S PROGRAMS OVER THE YEARS.

JOB WELL DONE.

FROM YOUR VETERAN FRIENDS NEXT DOOR TO BELLAIRE HIGH.
MEMBERS OF AMERICAN LEGION POST 52

“By Golly, It’s a Gulla!”

GULLA’S
LUNCH

671-9666

BEST WISHES To JoHN & LiL
The Gulla Family




Restaurant & Lounge

BELMONT STREET - BELLAIRE, OH

676-4810

Fine Food &3 All Legal Beverages
Join Us for Lunch or Dinner!

Denny Beltrondo, Owner



