Event Information

OPENING CEREMONIES
10:15 - 10:45

“DORA
FOR ALCOKOLIC
BEVERAGES IN

TAYLOR JO AND THE EFFECT

COPPER CREEK BAND
1:30 - 3:30

Food Trueks / Stands 10-9

-Gringos Tacos -Sons of taby

STRAIT SHOOTER % - -Cemiral Gritle
5:30 - 7:30
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BHS Clock Tower at Dusk 1999

This magnificent school was constructed just as a legal confrontation over the
ownership of the public square, or Union Square as some had called it, was brewing in the
courts. The original proprietors of the town had proposed in 1857 to donate the land to
Belmont County if the courthouse would be removed to Bellaire. This never occurred
despite repeated attempts to have the county seat of justice removed from St. Clairsville.
At the time of the completion of the Central School, the public square was no more than a
field, and attempts by the original proprietors to take control of the square were resisted by
the municipal government, This resulted in the filing of lawsuits which were not fully
resolved until 1879 when the Ohio Supreme Court declared that the land was public land
over which the municipal government now gained control. The land was then declared to
be a park, and consequently, it became a campus of sorts for the Central School.

In 1887, the Central Auditorium and clock tower of the Central School were
partially destroyed by fire following a Jodge meeting and rehearsal held in the auditorium.
Although it was not confirmed with certainty, officials believe that a cigar or cigarette left
by one of those in attendance was the cause of the fire. This occurred in the spring, and
disrupted classes while repairs were made, The basement of the Methodist Church was
used for temporary classrooms until the Central School was fully repaired. Once the
building was repaired, school resumed only to find that high school students were crowding
out the other younger students. The high school actually took over the entire 4" floor
auditorium by 1880, as well as 4 other classrooms. As the 20" Century approached, the
need for a new and separate High School building was clear.

To ease the overcrowding at the Central School, the board of education moved to
find other neighborhood schools. In 1876, the South Bellaire Building was erected at 18"
Street and Guernsey. This building survived until 2022 as the oldest standing school
building in the community. Shortly thereafter, a neighborhood school in North Bellaire
was also constructed at 45" and Noble Streets. In 1888, arother school was constructed as
the Union Street School Building to alleviate overcrowding at the South Bellaire Building.
A second Ward School Building was constructed in similar design to the Union Street
Building along north Guernsey Street, and a new building was constructed at Indian Run.
Despite all of these new buildings, however, the Central School was still overcrowded due
to the large number of high school bound students.

In 1904, a new dedicated High School Building was built Facing Guernsey Street just to the
north of the Central School (Union School). This first high school building became
known in later years as Central School, but when originally built, it was the first Bellaire
High School. This new High School Building was intended to house all high school
students in the community, yet by 1915, high school classes were once again overflowing
into the Central School Building. Students from outside the Bellaire City School District
came to Bellaire from one room county schools to obtain a high school diploma.
Therefore, Bellaire was faced with educating not onmly the resident students of the
community, but the outlying students from Pultney Township as well. By 1923, both the
Central School and first High School buildings were overflowing with high school students.
Only three rooms in the Central School building were occupied by elementary students.



PUE ‘WINIPBIS MU 21} 0] PAILIO[II AI3M MIAIIATY WOJJ SIaydralg uos|PN °A ‘[ ‘sjooyas
Jo yuapuajuiiadng paojaq i) 10) PILIEU SEAX WINIPE)S MALAYT  ")3IIS 9T JO YINOs 221D
suoye I 3uoje Suil] IS B 1B YA Y] JO DUR)SISSE YY) YN voissardyq uednmy
18218 ay) Supinp JIng ses ‘PRI UOS]IN ‘WNIPEIS MU YT, CIH [dABID) A0qe K3 )
JO pU2 Ya1ou YY) e malAIATY Je pakeld 2s9m swed [[e ‘omn) snp) 0) oL CAPUNIILIOD )
U] UOIBI0] [B1JUI IO € 03 PIAY |[EQI00] S)1 PAJRd0AI [oofs YaIY ane[Rg ‘$E61 U1

WNLIONPNY IUWN|Y

"[ooyds YAty axejyg
Juasad ) 03 uo udp pue “([ooyds Y3y Isng) Tuwppng (LU Y Ul SISSE] apRI3 8 0) U0
wayl Fuipuds 210Jaq SPOOYIOqUTIIL WMO JI2Y) UL SHUIPNIS PIIBINDD S[OOYIS ISAY], “8SET
uj jooydg Aaujng Af[Buy pue ‘L76T Ul [00YIS IHBIRYG 1SIM ‘STET U1 Paso(|o] [00ydS 33pry
A3y -2)IS Jwes ) uc pARINLSU0d Iuipjing juasaad Y} Pue ‘pIYSIOUIP SEM JOOIIG UNY
UBIPUL PO 3Y) “L]6T UI PUB ‘SPANG IGON Pue ,Gp IE 3uo Ay 3agjdal 0) Jjing SEA [00YIS
[IIH PABID MU B ‘C[6] U] -Sulpinq uo Uy PIsNoY 23q 0) SUIPTYS & PIMOYIB [00YIS
[ITH 250) Aau ay], -uealns "H [ [Pucjo) pue A[3y Sdwel £q paumo A[wa0) asoiy)
SE YIns ‘Sawoy I3I8[ Ul SISSE]> POy O} PIdA0] M SIUIPM)S [HH ISGY ‘U0rInNAIsSuod s) o)
Jorg *A112 ) JO BAIE S| Uy PAXINIIC petf 187 IMPmoId ) ased 0] 1)ing Sem [00DS [NH
3S0Y MaU ¥ 13| S1gak OM ], ‘3SR Ul panutjucd Suipping 3221)S uowun) Yy, ‘98] Ul JINq
Bwipjing euiSpo ayy aaejdas o) pue ‘uso) Jo jxed SuIsoaB SHY) IAIIS 0) JING SBA JOOYPS
PIBAA JSIL] MAU B ‘g U 'S[0OYdS AIB)UIMII[3 paseq LHUNWeD MaU plIng 0] Yoo)apun
os{e PSP AP ‘qooyds YSIY 151y AP JO UONINIISUSd Y Jaye A|JIOUS °SISSBY Ipwad
o8 PUE ‘,./ ‘.0 JO] [0DYIS B SE PIAIIS }} PUE ‘Jujpyng [ENUI) SE UsCUY AT aurddq
duipping [ooydg YIH 15y 21 ‘pA3dwed sem 3ugprng [ooydg Y3 PuoIIs gy duQ

Fitps

T HIEILAE;

i
:
i
L
-.

-
£ 5
I
rh
3
¥ 5,
- 5
-
or
-
y,
-
-
(¥ 3
=
3
=4
. -
e
g
s
o
e
e
‘.

saeak foy ised ay) 10J Inoy Y pawny> sey pue ‘Jooyds ydiy jussaad i) Jo JOM0)
36} MU 3Y) JO UOHINIISUCD BULIND X340) IO ) ul pase[d sem [|3q )SEI-2I SIYJ, “21Y
£q padoysap ses [00YIg UOTU() PJO 3Y) WOLY [P YY) UM SERT UT JSBI-I SEA ST [13q SIYL
“WA)SI[ puB YOO[ OYM ([ 0) ANOY 31) JNO SIUNYD PUE W} NY) |[B S||2) Y21y PUB ‘Jood 3y)
aa0qe 193] L)Y} SPUBIS JBY) JIMO0) HIOD aY) 51 ‘A@Aamoy ‘Suipjing ) Jo NIvw ApdUNStp
AL SIUAAI dpIpIe pue [edxsnut ‘a3eys 10) suosmad gop'l Spioy Supeas aajeap pue
Auodpeq yns warroppne ongnd adae] v Juawiaseq [InJ ¥ G [f8) 5aL103s 223y s1 Juipping
[ooyas ydiy juasaxd oy -AjUnunnod ) Jo pPUBWIIP [EUONEINPI Y} W 0) yInoud
adae[ A[jeuy sem [ooPS YIT MU JudLpIUSeM SNY) “HI01q YN JO YIPIM 211U 343 FuIYdPRNS
*gL81 Jduls Lasutang pue ,cf JO JAUI0I AY) JB U peY Yoy Juipping [00YIS uon
UBLIOYILA Y) JO NIS 3Y) U0 SPUR)S OS[E )] “JIAL)G JUOW[DG WO 1S SUPPNS 121G S
Buore yIeg 3y paoce) jeyd sBuipping Jo , sos yorg, pue, Liopnf aoys Pro ) Jo a)S Yy uo
spugls “Suip(mq 100yds Y31y paredtpap puodds ays ‘Suipping eoyds yaiy juasaad sy,

P T e

S1433133)

-Kjpunwuzod aarejjag ay)
U] UCHEINP3 0] JUILLNWILCD 3V} Jo [oquids € se A[pnoxd pug)s o) sanuUUod )] pue ‘plo saeak
001 S1 2anponays udyudew siy) ‘s707 W1 MON  'SZGT W paje(durod sem yagm pue ‘Aepoy
MOUY M Jey} [ooydg YSIKf ATE([ag AP 51 AIMPNNS SIYL OO LIINSE Jo yje ul  STuIp|ing
looyas Jo juadprudew jsow ay) Suippng 03 A[qEI0AE) papuodsay £Unwwod 3Y) Jo SUIZNR
a1 widrew [ 0) ¢ SunuPYatdno ug £q pue ILISIP AP JO SIHN0A Y) 0) PINIUGNS SEM
ANSST pUOY € “1e3f e} UONIIP JIGUIBAON ) 1Y Jing 3q 0] ARy pinos uipping [ooyds
Y14 Jadae] Yonur pue sau ¥—JIeajd ses waqoid 2uIpmoIdIdso s1Y) 0) uonnjos Auo yJ,




Bellaire High School at Dusk

the first game was played on September 21, 1934 against Shadyside. In later years,
Nelson Field would be equipped with the only regulation track in the Ohio Valley, and
became known as the site of the Bellaire Relays.  In 2024, the long standing tradition of
Saturday afternoon football games was challenged by the placement of lights at Nelson
Field. The change was welcomed by most fans of the school. The Big Reds now play
football on Friday evenings in the early season heat, and continue to play Saturday games
during the cooler months of the football season,

In 1965, Bellaire High School constructed a new Industrial Arts Building opposite
the Central Building on Guernsey Street. This new facility cost $104,000.00 ircluding the
land on which it was built. Drafting room; finishing rooms; and separate machine,
woodworking, efectrical and metal shops were included in the new building. In 1968, the
old Central Building (the first high school) was torn down to give way to a new cafeteria,
band room and gymnasium. After serving more than 64 years, it now was forced to yield
to the progress of a growing school district, just as the Union School had been demolished
to build the present High School. The new cafeteria, band room and Gymnasium complex
stretches from the courtyard to the Bellaire High School Auditorium north to the corner of
36" Street. The new addition is brick, and was originally intended to match the high
school. Problems were encountered during the construction process with obtaining the
matching brick in time to complete the structure, and therefore, the brick work was
completed with a more common brick with differing color, much to the consternation of
the Board of Education of that time. The cafeteria is used student lunch meals and for
meeting room space for the school and the public. The gymnasium is used for all athletic
events played indoors, and has provided the large theater auditorium for graduations,
musical and theater performances, and pep rallies.

Education has continued in Bellaire, Ohio for the past 186 years since that first
schoolhouse where Jacob Davis acted as the school master. As we approach the second
century of this heritage, the present Bellaire High School Building stands as "0Old Main "of
the school district to educate the youth of the community. It is as magnificent today as it
was when built, and is the pride of the school district, and the “faithful and true hearted”.
HAIL ALMA MATER!
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Union School
35th & Guernsey

Woody Hayes at Nelson Field 1930’s
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First Bellaire High School 1904 - 1925
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Our New High School Building -

“—.l...w._. year a great deal of noise was heard when the mnnnnw_ School Building
and the Brick Row were tori down. This year there is a noise of a

different kind for a new" building is being completed where the old once
stood. Now the thoughts of the old schoolhouse with its lofty tower and large
clock are but memories to those who attended school there, and the new build-

ing offers visions for the near future when we will be able to study there.:

Years ago in 1904 when the present High School was built it was <on-
sidered large enough to accommodate pupils for a long time. Yet by 1915,
this building was so crowded that the old Central had to be used for classes.
This new schoolhouse is being built with the same feeling. Now it seerns very
large to us because it can accommodate about 1200 pupils. but some day it
too may become crowded. because the number of pupils attending school steadily
increases.

Every day we can see the work on the new building progressing. and it
makes us realize with joy that we will soon be obtaining knowledge in this
beautiful schoolhouse. However, it is with regrets- that we leave the old High
School where we have had so many good times.

Next September when we come back to school again it will not be to
the building which we have attended but to this new one where we will have
to start all over again. Indeed the upper classmen will not have the chance
to laugh at the freshmen getting lost because they themselves-will get lost;
but who wouldn't wander astray when there is such a large building in which
to wander around? The greater size of this building, however, offers better
conditions for the teachers and pupils now as well as for the pupils in the years
to come. :
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Clock Tower Bell
Cast 1888




