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However, after the 2015 grad-
uate and current starting right
tackle for the San Francisco
49ers got into the NFL, he,
like many other professional
athletes, took up the sport.

ForcEes

Touchdown Club,

belong to, began talking with
him and we discussed a coupie we put on a quality tour-

way to give back to those who the football program, wanted
helped him reach where he is. to keep the event as small as
Members of the Union Local possible but s

which 1 time feel.

till have a big-

“We wanted to make sure

ersdon’'tshow up.
Dinner will be served im-
mediately following the con-

clusion of the tournament, as

(Continued from Page 11)

“We hit the ball really
well. We pitched real-
ly well and 1 thought we
played really well on de-
fense,” Magistro added.
“We had some reaily nice
catches in the outfield and
infield.”

The Purple Riders
scored twice in the first
inning and tacked on
four more in the second
to stake winning pitch-
er Maddie Lucas to a
6-0 lead. With one out,
Makayla Cole drew a
walk before Giana Chir-

as lined a laser that near-
y took the glove off of
Union Local second base-
man Ella Pietranton. The
throw to third was wild
as Cole scored and Chir-
pas raced to third. With
two outs, Averi Hughes’
bouncer back up the mid-
dle deflected off the glove
of Union Local pitcher

PulL—

Kylie Stidd as Chirpas
scored to make it 2-0.
With two out and run-
ners on first and second in
the bottom of the second
inning, Cole lined a triple
to the gap in right-center
as the margin increased to
4-0. Chirpas was walked
and with the count 2-0 on
Abby Snedeker, the throw
back from the catcher
got away from the pitch-
er as Cole raced home.
When the ball was kicked
around in the infield,
Chirpas alertly scampered
home to make it 6-0.
“The only person that
beat us today was us,
defensively,” lamented
Union Local head coach
Melissa Lahna. “Offen-
sively, I thought we hit
the ball really well and,
late, T thought we made
some really good defen-

(Continued from Page 11)

KEY STAT
1 — the number of
home runs Skenes had
allowed in his first six
starts.
UP NEXT
Cubs: visit NL Cen-
tral rival Milwaukee this
weekend. Ben Brown
(2-2, 6.04 ERA) starts

sive plays. Honestly, (Ky-
against the Brewers’
Quinn  Priester (1-0,
3.79).

Pirates: Pittsburgh wel-
comes San Diego for a
three-game series begin-
ning Friday. Mitch Keller
(1-2, 3.97) gets the ball
for Pittsburgh in the open-
er.

lie) Stidd deserved a bet-
ter outcome.

“We've very young.
It’s exciting,” Lahna add-
ed. “I’s a great group
of kids. They are a fun
bunch to be around.”

Union Local (14-9)
made a game of it with
four runs in the fourth,
three coming on one
swing of the bat by fresh-
man Kloe Gallagher. Fol-
lowing an RBI single by
Liv Blakley, Gallagher
turned on an 0-1 pitch
and sent it deep into the
night in left-center.

“That was a big home
run by a freshman,”
Lahna noted.

Martins Ferry got those
four runs back an inning
later and added an insur-
ance marker in the sev-
enth.

Samantha Goddard
belted an RBI double and

TenNIS

Keighan Brandon added
a two-run double. The
fourth tally came across
On an error.

Snedeker doubled
home Chirpas In the sev-
enth to cap the scoring.

Maddie Lucas struck
out nine and walked two,
The sophomore gave up
all four hits in the fourth.
She threw 113 pitches,
with 78 being strikes.

Chirpas and Hughes
evenly split four singles.
Ella Mamone singled and
doubled.

The chamlpionship
game is tentatively set for
Saturday at Lisa’s Field.
The Class 2A game - be-
tween No. 1 Caldwell and
No. 2 Bridgeport - will
follow at 3 on the same
field. In case of inclement
weather, the games could
be moved to Wheeling
Park’s all-turf field.

{Continued from Page 11)

Other members of the
Oak Glen team are Leah
McMahon, Elle Mo-
naco, Zoey Caughey,
Ruby Chaney and Roxye
Brown.

“It’s very exciting to fi-
nally win the title,” Keller
said. “T've got plenty of

~

OVAC runner up plaques
at the school, so this feels

very good.”
The Carol Strasser
Sportsmanship  Award
was presented to St
Clairsville’s Makayla
Hancock.

Team scoring was as

follows:
BIG SCHOOL

1. Morgantown 25;
2. Wheeling Park 19; 3.
University 17; 4. Park-
ersburg South 4

SMALL SCHOOL

1. Oak Glen 11; 2.
Linsly 10; 3. Weir 9; 4.
Indian Creek 4; 5. Steu-

will an auction, )
“At that point in time,

Reds Option

Alexis Diaz T

CINCINNATI (AP
The Cincinnati Reds
tioned struggling ¢
Alexis Diaz to Triple-,
Thursday hoping he
regain the form that he
him earn 37 saves an
NL All-Star nod in 20:

“We decided to let
try to figure out, get rig
Triple-A,” manager 1
Francona said. “The
sisten]cl:?f just isn’t there
difficult to hear that,
sure. We don’t want th

RETURNS
(Continued fro

Barnesville  ent:
Thursday as the N¢
seed, Wheeling Cei
No. 3, as the two te
have been mainstay:.
the OVAC tourname:

“All year we v
looking forward to
Barnesville head cc
Kelley Hanlon said. *
were watching the st
ings, everything like 1
We knew that it we
be us getting in and
knew it would be F
and Wheeling Cer
getting in too. We w
ed to be a part of i,
seniors have been i
every year.

“It’s just kind of a
game. We were exc
to play Tuesday, then
get rained out after
second batter. Qur he
weren’t in it. It's no
excuse but we have
of our starters out,
we've had to do a lo
moving around of pla;
and I think mentally

benville Catholic 3; 6. just weren’t prepared.

Wheeling Central 2; 7.
St. Clairsville 1

wvu

Ella Betts and Be
lee Oliver were un:

(Continued from Page 11)

White doesn’t have a lot of size at
S-foot-7, but he’s a quick, low-to-the-
ground back who has had a lot of pro-
duction in just two years in college.
White rushed for over 840 yards over
two seasons and had 11 rushing touch-

need to

Wide
non-qua
there we
the drafi
picks a :



’ Ella Beits and Beck-
lee Oliver were unable
to play Thursday for the
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out, so we've hadtodo a
lot of moving around of
players and I think men-
tally we just weren't pre-
pared.”

Ella Betts and Beck-
lee Oliver were unable
to play Thursday for the
Shamrocks.

Wheeling  Central’s
offense was powered
by Chloe Groom (three
RBI, three hits), Mad-
die Miechle (three hits,
two RBI) and Bella Rine
(two RBI). Groom, Mie-
hle and Ava Hanson all
whacked doubles for the
Maroon, Groom hitting
two.

Central and Ferry's
conference  champion-
ship date will be a re-
match of last year’s
game, which the Knights
won. Martins Ferry won
the two team’s regular
season meeting earlier
this year and the Purple
Riders are the No. 1 seed
in the 3A field.

“So excited- we were
nervous about just mak-
ing it to OVACs, and we
were really hyped when
we made it,” Frizzell
said of making the finals.
“We were really hoping
to get back and win it
again, it'd be reaily great
for our season before sec-
tionals. Now we have the
chance to take it home.”

base in the seventh, but Aiden Filby was able to shut the
door and the Red Knights was able to escape Brooke
County with a 6-4 victory Thursday night in the first
game of the season played on Brooke’s new turf field.

The victors used two pitchers in the game.

Bouscher started on the mound, and the sophomore
pitched the first 5 1/3 innings. He struck out five and
walked one. Bouscher was replaced with one out in the
bottom of the fifth by Filby. Filby pitched the final 1 2/3
innings. Filby finished the game with two strikeouts and
no walks.

Bouscher and Filby combined to pick off four Brooke
base runners. Toronto picked off five base runners in a
game two years ago against Mathews.

Brooke recorded eight hits - five of which went for
extra bases,

Aiden Provenzano produced two doubles and an RBI,
Gino Provenzano ended up with a single and two RBI
and Parker McMahon recorded a single and an RBL
Also, Garrett Moore tallied a single and a double, Zac
O’Mery contributed a triple and Andrew Murdock col-

lected a double.
(Late Wednesday)
BASEBALL
Bridgeport 17, Paden City 2

Shadyside’s Ariana Saxton struck out a dozen. St
also drove in a run with a single and double. Kylie Wa
nock doubled twice and knocked in a run.

Monroe Central 3, River 2

WOODSFIELD — Olivia Earley singled in Brylee
McFrederick with the winning run with two outs in the
bottom of the seventh to lift the Seminoles over the riva,
Pilots.

McFrederick tripled on a 2-2 pitch before Earley de-
livered the game-winner. McFrederick added a pair of
singles, as well.

Jadyn Miller singled twice to drive in a run and McEl-
10y singled twice to knock in another. Winning pitcher
Karlie Haslam singled twice and struck out eight.

Mallorie Maddy belted a two-run homer for River
with one out in the third. Ava Wohnhas fanned a dozen
and walked one.

John Marshall 13, Union Local 4

GLEN DALE - Lily Dijkstra singled three times
and drove in three runs while striking out seven inside
the circle as the Monarchs defeated the visiting Jets.

Masyn Inclan drove in two runs with a single and tri-
ple, while Kaylee White (single, sac. fly) also driving in
two runs. Nora Shock also recorded a pair of RBL
Kylie Stidd singled twice and drove in a run for Union

PADEN CITY — For the third time in 10 days, a Local

e Tennis

Continued from Page B1

SMALL SCHOOL

The Goiden Bears didn’t have a finalist, and only had
one semifinalist in Reese Witherow, but, according to
veteran head coach Kenneth Keller, “used a tota] team
effort” in securing the top hardware.

This was absolutely a total team effort. Everybody
contributed in some way,” Keller noted. “I'm very
pleased. We have a very young team with only one se-
nior. We have four sophomores and a freshman in the
starting lineup.”

Reese Witherow advanced to the semifinals at No.
4 singles but fell to University’s Hannah Stemple in a
hard-fought, 9-7, match,

Other members of the Oak Glen team are Leah Mc-

Mahon, Elle Monaco, Zoey Caughey, Ruby Chaney
and Roxye Brown.

“I’s very exciting to finally win the title,” Keller
said. “I"ve got plenty of OVAC runner up plaques at the
school, so this feels very good.”

The Carol Strasser Sportsmanship Award was pre-
sented to St. Clairsville’s Makayla Hancock.

Team scoring was as follows:

BIG SCHOOL

1. Morgantown 25; 2, Wheeling Park 19; 3. Unive

sity 17; 4. Parkersburg South 4
SMALL SCHOOL

1. Oak Glen 11; 2. Linsly 10; 3. Weir 9; 4. India
Creek 4; 5. Steubenville Catholic 3; 6. Wheeling Cen-
tral 2; 7. St. Clairsville 1

a shot to the left-field
bleachers. Ian Happ, a
Pittsburgh native, had
three hits. Swanson, Su-
zuki and Michael Busch
had two hits apiece for
the Cubs.

Colin Rea (2-0) al-

lowed two runs in a sea-
son-high six innings for
Chicago.

Bryan Reynolds hit
his ninth home run for
Pittsburgh. The Pirates
have dropped four of
five.

Fallen fan aftermath

A crowd of 13,633
turned out for the mat-
inee, including some in
the same front-row seats
in right field above the
21-foot high Clemente
Wall where a fan fell

from on Wednesday
night. The unidentified
male was in critical
condition at Allegh-
eny General Hospital
on Thursday after what
Pittsburgh Police de-
scribed as an accident.

The public addres:
announcer read a state
ment from Pirates own
er Bob Nutting before
the first pitch in which
Nutting called the inci-
dent “one of the most
difficult moments many
of us have ever experi-
enced.”

Cubs: visit NL Cen-
tral rival Milwaukee this
weekend. Ben Brown
(2-2, 6.04 ERA) starts
against the Brewers’
Quinn Priester (1-0,
3.79).

Pirates:  Pittsburgh
welcomes San Diego
for a three-game series
beginning Friday. Mitch
Keller (1-2, 3.97) gets
the ball for Pittsburgh in
the opener.

o Guardians

Coninued from Pane R1



By BOB HERTZEL
WYV News
MORGANTOWN

Ran-

% 1 dy Mazey was getting ready for

antown’s

Photo by Kim North
Wheeling Park's No. 1 singles duo of Lauren Eskers,
left, and Madeline Bradshaw shake hands between
points during their championship match against Mor-

aya Greenlee and Annika Chadsha at the

VAC Tennis Championships on the John Marshall
courts Wednesday afterncon. The Mohigans won, 8-3.

Morgantown, Wheeling Park Girls
Battle For ‘Big School’ Top Spot

e QOVAC Tennis Concludes |®

Thursday With Girls Singles

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer
GLEN DALE - The
OVAC Tennis Tour-
nament returned to the
John Marshall courts on
Wednesday for Day 3
under sun-filled skies
with action in girls dou-

bles.

The four-day event
saw Day 2’s competi-
tion forced to be com-
pleted inside the Bubble
at Wheeling Park due to
inclement weather. The
event concludes Thurs-
day with action in girls
singles.

University and Lins-
ly are the defending
‘Big School’ and ‘Smail
School’ champions.

All three doubles titles
reside in Morgantown as
the Mohigans won at No.,
1 and No. 2, while Uni-
versity took the No. 3. As
a results, Morgantown
finished with 10 points,
which was two better
than Wheeling Park and
University.\

Qak Glen leads Linsly,
6-4, in the ‘smali school’
race.

Please see BATTLE,
Page 13

a Wednesday trip to Charles-
ton, another leg on his journey
through retirement. His former
team, West Virginia’s Mountain-
eers, were about to play their in-
state rival, Marshall, and he was
slated to make the first pitch.

This retirement stuff hasn’t
been so bad for the man who put
WVU baseball back on the na-
tional map.

“I probably couldn’t have writ-

| ten a better script about how all
| this is supposed to go,” he said.

Retirement, the book says, is a
time of leisure; a time to do all
those things you had missed be-

By JOHN PERROTTO
Associated Press

PITTSBURGH Andrew
McCutchen hit a go-ahead two-
run double in the seventh innin
just seconds before a fan fel
off the 21-foot Clemente Wall
in right field at PNC Park in
the Pittsburgh Pirates® 4-3 win
over the Chicago Cubs 4-3 on
Wednesday night.

With the Pirates trailing 3-2
in the seventh, Isiah Kiner-Fale-
fa reached on a fielding error by

third baseman Jon Berti and took F

. second on Bryan Reynolds’ sin-

le.

field.

Then the fan flipped over the
railing from the first row of seats.
Players frantically waved for
medical attention and the fan was
removed from the field on a cart.

The Cuobs scored three runs §
in the fifth inning to pull ahead E

3-2. Ian Happ hit an RBI single,
Kyle Tucker drove in a run with
a groundout and the third scored
on Ryan Borucki’s wild pitch.
Oneil Cruz doubled and scored
on Ke’Bryan Hayes’ single in
the first inning and Joey Bart
doubled and scored on Jared Tri-
olo’s sacrifice fly in the fourth as

- the Pirates, who snapped a three-

game losing streak, built a 2-0

McCutchen then hit a grounder
up the middle that deflected off [
the leg of sliding shortstop Dans- §
by Swanson and into right-center B

cause you were busy working. It
was supposed to be a life change.
but it hasn’t been boring. that is
for sure.

“T've actually been busier since
I retired than I was before I re-
tired,” he said with a soft laugh.

He’s delved into family life as
he never was able to before while
basking in the warmth of the
glow his former baseball team
has been emitting under new
coach Steve Sabins, his former
assistant for nine years and hand-
picked successor.

“It’s been amazing. It’s been
amazing to see how good the
team is; how good Coach Sabins
is doing. I've got to see my kids
p]z(ijy at all their baseball games
and all their hockey games,”
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' McCutchen’s Two-Run Double Lifts Pirate

Pittsburgh Pirates’ Andrew McCutchen
ter hitting a double off Chicago Cubs pi
two runs, during the seventh inning of

Aprit 6, 2025.

lead.

Swanson had three hits for the
NL Central-leading Cubs, who
lost for the third time in four
games.

Caleb Ferguson (1-0) pitched

11
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EWSIT 34

doubies for Wheeling Cen-
tral, driving in three. Jake
Brown also had three RBI,

ADVANCE

first, St. Clairsville scored
in the fourth, fight and sixth
innings to take the win,

(Continued from Page 11)

“We were able to hit
against their pitchers, we
had to time some things
up throughout the game,
but we were able to come
throungh and get some
runs.”

MORGANTOWN 9,

STEUBENVILLE 3

WHEELING The
Morgantown  Mohigans
will have the chance to
defend their OVAC 5A
Championship after an up-
set victory over top-seeded
Steubenville.

Liz Alsop was the prime
suspect in Morgantown’s
productive night on of-
fense, tallying six RBl and
walloping two home runs
and a double to do it.

On the mound, Maddie
Wisman pitched a com-
plete outing for the Mohi-
gans, striking out seven.

BATTLE——

Kira Smith also drove
a home run, a solo shot in
the fourth inning.

Alsop’s three-run blast
broke open what had been
a scoreless game with one
out in the third inning,
Morgantown scored five
more in the fourth inning
thanks to Alsop and Smith.

“Bats came alive to-
night, pitching was great
by Maddie Wisman,”
Morgantown head coach
Lomi Lipscomb  said.
“Even though we had
some defensive miscues,
they picked each other
up and came back strong.
That’s the key.”

“They’re better than
us,” Steubenville head
coach Gus DiMarzio said.
“They pitched better than
us, they fielded better than
us, they hit better than us,”

RBI for John Marshall.
River 9,
Monroe Central 0

Each team tacked on
one run apiece in the fi-
nal frame, a sac fly from
Steubenville's Riley Zorne
serving to cut into the Mo-
higan lead, but Morgan-
town would retire the fol-
lowing batter to advance
to the 5A final, currently
slated for 5 p.m. on Friday
at the JB Chambers Sports
Complex on field four.

“We're excited we're
back to defend the OVAC
championship, we want to
make it two in a row.”

Sophia Zome and Rile
Zome each finished wit
RBI for Steubenville.

Morgantown won last
year's OVAC champi-
onship 4-3 against Jol
Marshall. The Mohigans
entered that game as the
four-seed in the tourna-
ment bracket as well.

(Continued from Page 11)

At No. 1, the sec-
ond-seeded duo of Maya
Greenlee and  Annika
Chadha defeated the No,
1 Wheeling Park tandem
of Madeline Bradshaw
and Lauren Eskins by an
8-3 count. Both teams ad-
vanced with 8-0 quarterfi-
nal victories before Mor-
gantown prevailed 8-3 in
its semifinal and Wheeling
Park 8-2.

At No. 2, Morgantown’s
No. 1 seeded pairing of
Natalia Cassim and Anna-
belle Goodykoontz topped
Park’s second-seeded sister
duo of Harper and Reese
Moores, §-0.

The Mohigans won 8-2
in the quarters and 8-0 in
the4 semifinals. The Patri-
ots prevailed 8-0 and 8-6,
respectively.

At No. 3, the Hawks’
No, 2 tandem of Vanessa
Wiesinger and Izzy Ring-
ler held off Oak Glen’s
fourth-seeded team of
Roxye Brown and Zoey
Caughey.

Both teams had to battle
their way to the finals as
Brown/Caughey won 8-1
in the quarterfinals before
upsetting top-seeded Mor-
gantown (8-5) in the semis.
University won 8-3 and
&-5 to reach the finals.

John Marshall’s Ak-
wasi Braun was the Carol
Strasser  Sportsmanship
Award winner on the boys
side. The girls winner will
be announced following
Thursday’s action.

Team scoring is as fol-
lows:

BIG SCHOOL

1. Morgantown 10; 2.
(tie) Wheeling Park, Uni-
versity 8; 4. Parkersburg
South 1

SMALL SCHOOL

1. Oak Glen 6; 2. Lins-
ly 4; 3. (tie) Weir, Indi-
an Creek 3; 5. Wheeling
Central 2; 6. Steubenville
Catholic 1

e P
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RUNNIN

signing with Potomac Srate
baseball earlier in the day,
Blue came to the diamond
and hammered a home run,
finishing with two hits and
five RBI as well as a stolen
base and two runs scored.
Leadoff man Lucas Den-
nis scored four times. Hunt
had a double and two RBI

THRILLER

mis and TRe
Kendra Tnomas tallie
hits and three RBI.
Jessa Anderson fi1
with two hits for Mag
a double and a single
(Late Tuesday
BASEBALL
Brooke 9,
E. Fairmont 8, 8 i

RBL

{Continued from Page 11)

The victory gives the Huskies (18-7)
a return wip to the 1-470 Complex for
Friday night’s conference championship
game against Oak Glen. Harrison Central
had been in the semifinals four of the last

five seasons but had not been able to reach ¢

the championship game.
“I told themn on the way down here

we've been here four times and never got- i

ten to come back for the championship,
s0 it’s a big deal for the program,” Young
said. “I'm really happy for this group,
they deserve it and this pro deserves
it. We've been waiting a while for this, but
the work is not done. We want to come
back and win one more down here.”

After taking the lead, the Huskies had
to hold on for dear life to get 1o the final.
The Red Riders’ last gasp came with the
bottomn of the order up, and a single and an
erTor put two runners on, a sac bunt giving
the Red Riders (21-7) ranners on second
and third with just one out and the top of
the order coming up.

Pelegreen, though, fired hey third strike-
out in her two scoreless innings of relief
work, getting Utt, the No. 1 hitter, look-
ing for a pivotal second out. The Huskies
intentionally walked Rayna Hoover, then
got a pop up to end the game on a great
running catch in foul territory by first
baseman Kamryn Crothers.

Weir's lone muin of the game came in
the fourth inning on a Brayley Lash sac
fly. Outside of that, Emma Skinner (five
innings, one strikeout, one walk) and

Pelegreen (two scoreless innings, three i

strikeouts, one walk) kept the Riders line
up at bay.

“The two of them complement each
other beautifully,” Young said of his
pitcher. “That is a great team and a tough
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“That was a tough game, we knew it
was going to be a tough game,” Harri-
son Central head coach Darrin Young
said. “The first time we didn’t have
our full line up and they beat us pretty
good, the second time we were clos-
er and it was a heck-of-a ballgame in
Cadiz and I knew tonight would be a
good ballgame, too.

“We've started seeing the ball bet-
ter and hitting the ball — if you can
get enough to beat (Utt), that’s a tough
task. We left a lot of runners on, but
we kept scrapping and I told them this
is the time of year where you have to
be scrappy.”

The victory gives the Huskies (18-
7) a return trip to the I-470 Complex
for Friday night’s conference champi-
onship game against Oak Glen. Harri-
son Central had been in the semifinals
four of the last five seasons but had
not been able to reach the champion-
ship game.

“I told them on the way down here

we've been here four times and never
gotten to come back for the champi-
onship, so it’s a big deal for the pro-
gram,” Young said. “I’m really happy
for this group, they deserve it and this
program deserves it. We’ve been wait-
ing a whitle for this, but the work is not
done. We want to come back and win
one more down here.”

After taking the lead, the Huskies
had to hold on for dear life to get to
the final. The Red Riders’ last gasp
came with the bottom of the order
up, and a single and an error put two
runners on, a sac bunt giving the Red
Riders (21-7) runners on second and
third with just one out and the top of
the order coming up.

Pelegreen, though, fired her third
strikeout in her two scoreless innings
of relief work, getting Utt, the No. 1
hitter, looking for a pivotal second
out,

See HUSKIES, Page B3

Blue commits to Potomac State College

e

Phote Provided
wmitted to Potomac State College on Wednesday to continue his academic and athletic career
int's baseball team. Blue is a three-time All-OVAC first teamer, a former OVAC 2A Player of the

frst teamer. and a three-time All-Ohio second teamer. Blue is also a four-year letterwinner in
i, Pevton is the son of Tim and Lisa Blue.

¥rALEAL B UVI.U.I.IS LAY wsuu Lull\..lllé

with him and we discussed a couple
of different options with him,” orga-
nizer Dave Phiilips said. “We settled
on doing a golf scramble with the
proceeds going to improvements at
the Union Local weight room.”

See CLASSIC, Page B3

OVAC Tennis
Tournament
concludes with
girls singles

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

GLEN DALE - The OVAC
Tennis Tournament returned to the
John Marshall courts on Wednes-
day for Day 3 under sun-filled skies
with action in girls doubles.

The four-day event saw Day 2’s
competition forced to be complet-
ed inside the Bubble at Wheeling
Park due to inclement weather. The
event concludes Thursday with ac-
tion in girls singles.

University and Linsly are the de-
fending ‘Big School’ and ‘Small
School’ champions.

ALL three doubles titles reside in
Morgantown as the Mohigans won
at No. 1 and No. 2, while Universi-
ty took the No. 3. As a results, Mor-
gantown finished with 10 points,
which was two better than Wheel-
ing Park and University. Oak Glen
leads Linsly, 6-4, in the ‘small
school’ race.

At No. 1, the second-seeded
duo of Maya Greenlee and Annika
Chadha defeated the No. 1 Whee]-
ing Park tandem of Madeline Brad-
shaw and Lauren Eskins by an 8-3
count,

Both teams advanced with 8-0
quarterfinal victories before Mor-
gantown prevailed 8-3 in its semi-
final and Wheeling Park 8-2.

At No. 2, Morgantown’s No. 1
seeded pairing of Natalia Cassim
and Annabelle Goodykoontz topped
Wheeling Park’s  second-seed-
ed sister duo of Harper and Reese
Moores, 8-0.

The Mohigans won 8-2 in the
quarters and 8-0 in the4 semifinals.
The Patriots prevailed 8-0 and 8-6,
respectively.

At No. 3, the Hawks’ No. 2 tan-
dem of Vanessa Wiesinger and
Izzy Ringler held off Qak Glen's
fourth-seeded team of Roxye
Brown and Zoey Caughey.

See OVAC, Page B3




uuuuuuu

\;alk, a‘r;:lwfhc"(iolden Bears

AWML N el

J.‘A\Illléull-‘ L P L AV S YL /1Y E(-i.llil-

Kira Smith also drove a as the four-seed in the tourna-
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OHSAA Basketball State Tournaments returning to traditic

COLUMBUS - Next March, the
Ohio High School Athletic Associ-
ation girls and boys basketball state
tournaments will return to the tradi-
tional format of the Final Four, with
all state semifinalists converging in
the same area in one weekend for the
state tournament.

The University of Dayton Arena
will continue to host all seven state
~ championship games, along with sev-
eral semifinal games, but UD Arena
cannot host all 21 games of the state
tournament with the new seven divi-
sion format in basketball.

Additional sites in the Dayton
area will be announced as host sites
for some state semifinal games. The

¢ Huskies -

OHSAA Board of Directors approved
the change at its April meeting.

“We looked at several options on
how to conduct this year’s state tour-
nament with seven divisions, because
UD Arena is not available to host all
21 games,” said Doug Ute, OHSAA
Executive Director. “We settled on
the football model, with the state
semifinals held on the weekend pri-
or to the state finals. The feedback
we received from the coaches at this
year's state tournament led us to
make this proposal to the board to
go back to the traditional final four
model, which will require additional
sites. There are some great options in
that area and we are already working

Continued from Page B1

The Huskies intentionally walked
Rayna Hoover, then got a pop up to
end the game on a great running catch
in foul territory by first baseman Kam-
ryn Crothers.

Weir’s lone run of the game came
in the fourth inning on a Brayley Lash
sac fly. Outside of that, Emma Skinner
(five innings, one strikeout, one walk)
and Pelegreen (two scoreless innings,
three strikeouts, one walk) kept the
Riders line up at bay.

“The two of them complement
each other beautifully,” Young said
of his pitcher. “That is a great team
and a tough line up one-through-nine.
They’re all hard outs. I'm just real
proud of my team, we pitched well
and played good defense and did just
enough offensively.”

Utt took the tough luck loss in the
circle, striking out six and walking just
one in going all seven innings.

“You're not going to beat anyone
scoring one run,” Weir High head
coach John Leary said. “Give all the
credit in the world to Harrison Central,
they came down here ready to play and
they beat us. There is no excuses to be

* OVAC —

made, they out-played us and made all
the plays they needed to make, they
pitched well and they got the runs they
needed. It’s disappointing because we
basically brought back the same team
that won it last year and one of our
goals was to repeat, and we didn’t get
that done.

“I’'m not satisfied with our hitting ap-
proach the last couple of games. We’ve
got to figure that out or it’s going to be
a short postseason for us,

“Eliza pitched great, she got a little
tired toward the end but she had a lot of
tough situations to battle though. You
can’t go out and ll;mt up one run and just
say to you pitcher, ‘Alright, go hold
them down now.” You've got to give
her run support and we didn’t. Even in
the last inning, she did a good job of
keeping it at 2-1.

“We had the tying run at third and
the winning run at second with one out
and we didn’t make good contact at all,
Hopefully they’ll remember situations
like that in the tournament. We’ve got
to take it as a lesson and get ready for
the tournament now.”

Friday’s championship game be-
tween the Huskies and Golden Bears is
slated to start at 7 p.m,

Continued from Page B1

Both teams had to battle their way
to the finals as Brown/Caughey won
8-1 in the quarterfinals before upset-
ting top-seeded Morgantown (8-5) in
the semis. University won 8-3 and 8-5
to reach the finals.

John Marshall’s Akwasi Braun
was the Carol Strasser Sportsmanship
Award winner on the boys side. The

girls winner will be announced follow-
ing Thursday’s action.
‘Team scoring is as follows:
BIG SCHOOL
1. Morgantown 10; 2. (tie) Wheel-
ing Park, University 8; 4. Parkersburg

South 1
SMALL SCHOOL
1. Oak Glen 6; 2. Linsly 4; 3. (tie)
Weir, Indian Creek 3; 5. Wheeling
Central 2; 6. Steubenvilie Catholic 1

e Classic

on those details.”

Last fall, the girls volleyball state
tournament, which also had 21 con-
tests, utilized three additiona) sites to
supplement Wright State University.
This coming June, the baseball state
tournament will use one additional
site. Firestone Stadium in Akron is
available that week to host the 21
games of the softball state tourna-

ment,.
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kota State), the Bruins’
Nico Iamaleava (Ten-
nessee) and the Badgers’
Billy Edwards Jr. (Mary-
land).

Julian Sayin appears to
have an edge over Lin-
coln Kienholz at Ohio
State, where coach Ryan
Day is waiting until Au-
gust to name his starter.
Sayin, a dual-threat rated
as a five-star prospect out
of high school, has been

day, Nov. 8, 2024, In Columbus, UhIo.

the presumed 2025 start-
er since he left Alabama
when Nick Saban an-
nounced his retirement in
January 2024.

Dante Moore is fa-
vored to beat out Austin
Novosad for the Oregon
job. Moore was a five-
star who transferred from
UCLA after the 2023
season and played 29
snaps over five games

last year. Novosad played
a total of 16 snaps over
three games.

Heralded  freshman
Bryce Underwood has
the inside track at Michi-
gan against Mikey Keene
and Fadyn Davis. Keene,
who started 23 games at
Fresno State the past two
years, missed the spring
game because of injury.
The Wolverines hope to

have more of a vertical
passing game with new
offensive  coordinator
Chip Lindsey.

No starter has been
named at Minnesota, but
it would be a surprise if
it weren’t Drake Lindsey
following the transfer of
Zach Pyron two weeks
ago.

Please see STATE, Page 8

Linsly Boys Defend OVAC Tenn

End Of Tuesday's Competition
Moved To Wheeling Park Bubble &

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING - Moth-
er Nature interrupted the
OVAC Tennis Tourna-
ment on Tuesday, forc-
ing the completion of the
boys’ singles competition
to the Bubble at Wheel-
ing Park after starting on
the John Marshall courts
in Glen Dale.

Despite an almost en-
tirely new lineup, the
Linsly boys captured the
‘Small School’ title by a
single point, 11-10, over
Cambridge. It is the Ca-
dets fourth consecutive
title. Neither team had a
player reach the finals in
the four divisions.

“We essentially had to
replace everyone except
Andrew Hocang,” Linsly
head coach Rebecca Up-
ton said. “Winning the
championship was a little

unexpected, but the kids s

fought hard. We have
some tennis players and
we have some athletes,
They fought hard.”

The Cadets earned six

points in boys’ doubles & g

on Monday and then add-
ed five more on Tuesday
in singles play. The Bob-
cats, meanwhile,
managed three points in
doubles action but ral-
lied, and even took the
lead, during the singles
format.

In the *big school’ di- [’

vision, there was another
close finish, with Mor-
gantown winning the title
over Dover, 24-22. Mor-
gantown claimed two

singles champions, Max wneeling Park’s Aaron Chao watches his return
) Tuesday's singles competition during
and Larry Du in #2 Boys the OVAC Tennis Tournament. The event started at
John Marshall's courts in Glen Dale, but finished up
inside the Bubble at Wheeling Park due to inclement

Chen in #3 Boys Singles
Singles.
Please see BOYS, Page 8
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BRIDGEPORT,
W.Va. — On the eve
East Conference Soft-
| ball Championship, the
league announced its
all-conference team and
individual award-win-
ners.

Among the four to

£ | honors, a different ME

i school is represented
among the winners. Da-
vis & Elkins’ Linzey
Allard is Player of the
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VLD Y CLANLY (AF) — OUdllldns Telever raul
Sewald was placed on the 15-day injured list before
Tuesday’s game against the Minnesota Twins with
a right shoulder stain.

The right-hander was removed during the fifth
inning of Monday night’s game against the Twins
with right shoulder inflammation. Sewald retired
the two batters he faced, including a strikeout of Ty
France, before coming out of the game.

« Sewaldis 1-1 witha 6.17 ERA in 14 appearances

“wthis season.

o

son with Arizona.

v~ The 34-year-old struggled with injuries last sea-

Joey Cantillo was recalled from Triple-A Colum-
bus to fill Sewald’s roster spot. Cleveland also se-

lected the contract of right-hander Vince Velasquez |

from Columbus and sent down right-hander Cody

Bolton.

Shane Bieber was moved to the 60-day injured
list as he continues to come back from last year’s
- Tommy John surgery to his right elbow.

Boys—

{Continued from Page 7)

Du defeated Dover’s
Nathan Ricker 8-1, while
Chen defeated Dover’s
Jeremy Cappel by a like
8-1 final.

University’s Kalman
Nagy was the champi-
on at #1 Boys Singles,
defeating Dover’s Gabe
McDade-Povich 8-0.

Linsly’s 11 points as
a team was third-highest
after Dover and Morgan-
town. Cambridge and
University each finished
with 10 points, while
John Marshall, Steuben-
ville Catholic and Wheel-
ing Park were tied for
next-highest total with

five points apiece.

Complete scoring is as
follows:

BIG SCHOOL

1. Morgantown 24; 2.
Dover 22; 3. Universi-
ty 10; 4. (tie) Wheeling
Park and John Marshall
3; 6. (tie) Parkersburg
South and Marietta 4; 8.
(tie) Brooke and Steuben-
ville 0

SMALL SCHOOL

1. Linsly 11; 2. Cam-
bridge 10; 3. Steuben-
ville Catholic 5; 4. Weir
4; 5. 8t. Clairsville 3; 6.
(tie) Wheeling Central
and East Liverpool 1; 8.
Indian Creek 0

STATE

(Continued from Page 7)
Max Shikenjanski and Dylan Wittke also are in the

~ mix.

Northwestern has a three-man race between SMU
_transfer Preston Stone and holdovers Jack Lausch and

Ryan Boe.

Malachi Singleton looked like the guy at Purdue un-

times in a 9-0 win over the Pitts-
burgh Pirates on Tuesday night.

Shota Imanaga (3-1) gave up i§&

six hits with three strikeouts in Lo

five scoreless innings before

leaving with leg cramps after a {E%

leadoff double from Andrew Mc-

Cutchen in the sixth.

Suzuki followed an RBI single ;

from Kyle Tucker with his sev- [

enth homer of the season, push- [

ing the lead to 7-0 in the seventh
inning, His double with two outs

in the fourth was the first hit off [®
| Pirates starter Andrew Heaney
(2-2). He led off the ninth with a |
triple and scored on a single from

Carson Kelly.
Kelly followed Suzuki’s dou-

ble in the fourth with a 418-foot |

drive into the left-field bleach- |4

ers and Pete Crow-Armstrong

doubled the lead in the fifth on &

another two-run homer. Dansby
Swanson added a solo shot in the
eighth.

Heaney extended his ca-
reer-long scoreless streak to 20
innings before Kelly’s homer. He
allowed four runs on five hits in
4 2/3 innings.

Oneil Cruz walked to load the
bases for Pittsburgh with two
outs in the fifth but Imanaga
struck out Bryan Reynolds on
three pitches.

KEY MOMENT

Pittsburgh Pirates center fielder Oneil C
Chicago Cubs’ Kyle Tucker during the fa
Tuesday, Aprit 29, 2025, in Pittsburgh.

Cruz made a leaping backhand
grab in center for the second out
in the fourth to rob Tucker and
keep Heaney perfect.

That ended when Suzuki dou-
bled and Kelly homered. Heaney
gave up two more runs the next
inning on Crow-Armstrong’s ho-
mer and was gulled after loading
the bases with a pair of two-out
walks,
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Cardinals-Reds Postponed; To Be Made Up In Wedn

CINCINNATI (AP) The
game between the St. Louis Car-
dinals and Cincinnati Reds was
postponed due to inclement weath-
er on Tuesday. The teams will
play a day-night doubleheader on
Wednesday.

Tuesday night’s game was called
off about an hour before the sched-
uled first pitch of 6:40 p.m.

Wednesday’s first game is

scheduled for 12:40 p.m., and the
second at 6:40 p.m.

Brady Singer (4-0, 3.62 ERA)
will start the first game for Cincin-
nati.

Reds manager Terry Francona
has not announced his starter for
the nightcap.

Miles Mikolas (0-2, 5.70 ERA)
will start for the Cardinals in the
opener, and Steven Matz (2-0,

1.8C
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til Ryan Browne, who started two games last season,
transferred back after going through spring practice at
North Carolina. Singleton, Browne and Washington
State transfer Evans Chuba will compete for the job.
Freshman Malik Washington appears to be the
front-runner at Maryland, where UCLA transfer Jus-
tyn Martin also is competing.
ODOM’S ODYSSEY
Barry Odom takes the momentum of leading UNLV
toits best back-to-back seasons in its Division I histo-
ry into his new job at Purdue, which was 5-19 overall
and 3-15 in Big Ten play in two years under Ryan
Walters.
Odom has signed 44 players out of the transfer por-
tal to help replace the 56 who left. Leading rusher
. Devin Mockobee and defensive lineman Jamarius
- Dinkins are the only returning starters.
Walters, fired on Dec. 1, is now defensive coor-
dinator at Washington. Purdue visits the Huskies on

LS PECTIES IF 4

WATCH

(Continued from Page 7)

MICHIGAN STATE

CB Joshua Eaton trans-
ferred from Texas State
for his sixth season, and
he’ll be given an oppor-
tunity to win one of the
two open comerback
spots. Eaton was a four-

star recruit coming out of

high school but piayed
sparingly in three years
at Oklahoma. He started
20 of 25 games at Tex-
as State and, at 6-1 and
187 pounds, gives the
Spartans some size at the
position,

to get the job back if he
can beat out Jacksonville
State transfer Fred Davis
II and Braden Turner in
the fall. In 2023, Adeyi
played in all 13 games
with one start and made
20 tackles, including a
career-high four against
Penn State.
OHIO STATE

DE Logan George
transferred from Ida-
ho State in January and
has made a big impres-
sion in a short amount
of time. He saw time on

catches over the past t
seasons. He also is an
complished kick and pi
returner,
PURDUE

OL Bradyn Joil
was named to the SE(
all-freshman team aj
taking over as Aubur
starting left guard -
second half of the seas:
The 6-foot-2, 328-pou
Joiner is a key additi
as the Boilermakers
to u?grade their offi
sive line, which allow
32 sacks to rank 14th
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OHIO STATE quarterback Julian Sayin plays against
Purdue during an NCAA college football game Saturday,
Nov. 8, 2024, in Columbus, Ohio.

sumed 2025 starter since ment in January 2024,

1e left Alabama when Nick
Saban announced his retire- ~ >€¢ OHIO, Page B2
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SPORTS

8, 6 other teams will carry their ||
o the fall

* Here are 18 football
players to watch next
season in the Big

Ten Conference

A look at football players in
the Big Ten this spring who are
poised to have breakout seasons
this fall:

Illinois

TE Cole Rusk was expected to
be a starter last year, but a major
knee injury ended his season be-
fore it began. He could make an
immediate impact at a position
that needs to be more productive.
The 6-foot-5, 250-pounder was
one of the top tight ends in the
FCS at Murray State in 2023,
catching 39 balls for 507 yards
and six touchdowns.

Indiana

WR Omar Cooper Jr. was
mostly a backup to Myles Price
last season and averaged 21.2
yards on his 28 catches. His seven
touchdowns were second among
receivers behind star Elijah Sar-
ratt’s eight. Indiana brought in the
productive Makai Jackson from
Appalachian State, but Price and
Ke’Shawn Williams are gone and
that should give Cooper an oppor-
tunity to increase his numbers.

Iowa

WR Jacob Gill stands to benefit
greatly from the addition of South
Dakota State transfer QB Mark
Gronowski, easily the best pure
passer at Iowa since three-year
starter Nate Stanley (2017-19).
Gill had 335 catches for 411 yards
last season, modest numbers but
still the best among Iowa receiv-
ers. Now the ball will be delivered
by one of the most prolific quar-
terbacks in FCS history.

Maryland

S Lavain Scruggs has appeared
in 23 games mostly as a backup the
last two seasons and entered spring
as the leading contender to take

SECTION

Wednesday,
April 30, 2025

Photo By KIM NORTH
STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC'S Mi-
?_uel Jauregui returns a shot during
uesday’s singles competition during
the OVAC Tennis Tournament. The
event stated at John Marshall's
courts in Glen Dale, but finished up
inside the Bubble at Wheeling Park
due to inclement weather.

Linsly defend
OVAC tennis
‘small school’
Championship

By KIM NORTH
Staft Writer

WHEELING — Mother Nature in-
terrupted the OVAC Tennis Touma-
ment on Tuesday, forcing the comple-
tion of the boys’ singles competition
to the Bubble at Wheeling Park after
starting on the John Marshall courts in
Glen Dale.

Despite an almost entirely new
lineup, the Linsly boys captured the
‘Small School’ title by a single point,
11-10, over Cambridge. It is the Ca-
dets fourth consecutive title. Neither
team had a player reach the finals in

tha friw disnnainma



he left Alabama when Nick i
Saban announced his retire- See OHIO, Page B2

AP Photo
Villtrell Hartson (30) greets guarterback Lincoln Kienholz
1 Bowl NCAA college football game against Missouri on
igton, Texas.
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Towa

WR Jacob Gill stands to benefit
greatly from the addition of South
Dakota State transfer QB Mark
Gronowski, easily the best pure
passer at Iowa since three-year
starter Nate Stanley (2017-19).
Gill bad 35 catches for 411 yards
last season, modest numbers but
still the best among Iowa receiv-
ers. Now the ball will be delivered
by one of the most prolific quar-
terbacks in FCS history.

Maryland

S Lavain Scruggs has appeared
in 23 games mostly as a backup the
last two seasons and entered spring
as the leading contender to take
over for three-year starter Dante
Turner at strong safety. Scruggs
started in place of an injured Turn-
er against Southern California and
had six tackles and a 51-yard in-
terception return to set up a touch-
down in a 29-28 win,

See PLAYERS, Page B2

>ommits to Wheeling University
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ers, pictured front-middle, committed on Monday to continue his academic and football career
:nted receiver, returner and defensive back, Saunders finished his senior season with 1,418
touchdowns, as well as four interceptions. Pictured back row from left to right is coach Antho-
street, and head coach Bernie Thompson. Pictured front row is grandmother Tonja Sampson,

+ Street.

vnampionsnip

By KiIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Mother Nature in-
terrupted the OVAC Tennis Touma-
ment on Tuesday, forcing the comple-
tion of the boys’ singles competition
to the Bubble at Wheeling Park after
starting on the John Marshall courts in
Glen Dale.

Despite an almost entirely new
lineup, the Linsly boys captured the
*Smail School’ title by a single point,
11-10, over Cambridge. It is the Ca-
dets fourth consecutive title, Neither
team had a player reach the finals in
the four divisions.

“We essentially had to replace ev-
eryone except Andrew Hoang,” Lins-
ly head coach Rebecca Upton said.
“Winning the championship was a
little unexpected, but the kids fought
hard. We have some tennis players
and we have some athletes. They
fought hard.”

The Cadets earned six points in
boys’ doubles on Monday and then
added five more on Tuesday in sin-
gles play. The Bobcats, meanwhile,
only managed three points in doubles
action but rallied, and even took the
lead, during the singles format,

In the ‘big school’ division, there
was another close finish, with Mor-
gantown winning the title over Do-
ver, 24-22, Morgantown claimed two
singles champions, Max Chen in #3
Boys Singles and Larry Du in #2 Boys
Singles. Du defeated Dover’s Nathan
Ricker 8-1, while Chen defeated Do-
ver’s Jeremy Cappel by a like 8-1 fi-
nal.

University’s Kalman Nagy was the
champion at #1 Boys Singles, defeat-
ing Dover’s Gabe McDade-Povich
8-0.

Linsly’s 11 points as a team was
third-highest after Dover and Mor-
gantown. Cambridge and University
each finished with 10 points, while
John Marshall, Steubenville Catho-
lic and Wheeling Park were tied for
next-highest total with five points
apiece.

Complete scoring is as follows:

BIG SCHOOL

L. Morgantown 24; 2. Dover 22; 3.
University 10; 4. (tie) Wheeling Park
and John Marshall 5; 6. (tie) Parkers-
burg South and Marietta 4; 8. (tie)
Brooke and Steubenville 0

SMALL SCHOOL

1. Linsly 11; 2. Cambridge 10; 3.
Steubenville Catholic 5; 4. Weir 4;
5. St. Clairsville 3; 6. (tie) Wheeling
Central and East Liverpool 1; 8. Indi-
an Creek 0.

s a single short of the cycle, Cubs go deep four times in 9-0 rout of Pirates
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BRIDGE-
s  PORT'S VA-

1 NESSA Mullen
@ fires in a pitch
& on Monday
{ during the Bull-
W dogs’ OVAC 2A
semifinal victory
over Shadyside
at the I-470
JB Chambers
Sports Com-
plex. Mullen
pitched a com-
plete game and
earned the win
inside the circle.

Photo by JEFF
Campbell

rt cages the Shadyside Tigers

10-0 in six innings on Monday at the
1-470 JB Chambers Sports Complex in
their conference semifinal, advancing to
3£0H Bull- the 2A title game which is to be held on
the OVAC Saturday at
d blew the the I-470 Complex.

) “My team showed up to play today,”
Shadyside Bridgeport head coach Hannah Boyer

p-m. at Lisa’s Field inside

said. “They came here and they knew
what they had to do, knew we had to hit
the ball and play good defense and that’s
exactly what we did.”

Bridgeport’s offense and defense were
both clicking on Monday.

See BRIDGEPORT, Page B3

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

ELM GROVE - Veteran Riv-

B cr softball coach Dave Wright is

Just like every other coach, he’s
not really into moral victories.

*| However, at the same time, he was

very proud of his Pilots Monday
night.

Defending champion and No. 1
seed Caldwel! scored twice in the
bottom of the sixth to edge past

1 No. 4 River. 4-3, in an OVAC

i Tom Bechiel Class 2A semifinal
or Ben's Field at the I-470 1.B.

*Caldwell squeaks past River
iIn OVAC Class 2A semifinal

“We had a chance to win. We
Jjust made a couple of mental mis-
takes in the bottom of the sixth that
cost us, other than that, I'm very
proud of the girls,” Wright said.
“They fought hard. I couldn’t have
asked for any more out of them.”

Caldwell’s Breighlee Moroc-
co tripled to deep right to start
the game-winning rally. Layne
Sidwell grounded back to Ava
Wohnhas inside the circle. She
caught Morocco off the bag at
third, but the third baseman’s
throw home was errant, allowing
Morocco to scare the tvine rmin ag

et T T P BT

Photo by KIM NORTH
LINSLY’S ANDREW Hoang re-
turns a shot during boys’ doubles
action from Monday's OVAC Ten-
nis Tournament at the John Mar-
shall courts in Glen Dale. Hoang,
a St. Clairsville resident, and his
partner, Javi Vizuete, advanced to
the semifinals before falling. Action
continues today through Thursday.

Morgantown,
Linsly lead
OVAC tennis
after day 1

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

GLEN DALE - Dover and
Morgantown have made the OVAC
‘Big School’ tennis division a two-
team race, while Linsly tops the
‘Small School’ field after the first
of four days of competition on the
John Marshall courts. Action con-
tinues Tuesday with boys™ singles,
with the girls taking to the courts
Wednesday and Thursday for dou-
bles and singles action, respectively.
Action starts at 8:30 each morning.

In case of inclement weath-
er, matches will be moved to the
Wheeling Park Bubble.

In boys’ doubles action. the Mo-
higans defeated the Tornadoes in
two of the three matches to take a
11-10 edge in team scoring. They
were deadlocked at nine enterine
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Shadyside
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1-470 JB Chambers Sports Complex in
their conference semifinal, advancing to
the 2A title game which is to be held on
Saturday at 3 p.m. at Lisa’s Field inside
the I-470 Complex.

"My team showed up to play today,”
Bridgeport head coach Hannah Boyer

dallt,  fnoy CHile Here dnu ey Knew
what they had to do, knew we had to hit
the ball and play good defense and that’s
exactly what we did.”

Bridgeport’s offense and defense were
both clicking on Monday.

See BRIDGEPORT, Page B3

*Caldwell squeaks past River
in OVAC Class 2A semifinal

.1 | By KIM NORTH

Staff Writer

ELM GROVE - Veteran Riv-
er softball coach Dave Wright is
just like every other coach, he’s

| not really into moral victories.
| However, at the same time, he was

very proud of his Pilots Monday
night.

Defending champion and No. 1
seed Caldwell scored twice in the

| bottom of the sixth to edge past

No. 4 River, 4-3, in an QVAC
Tom Bechtel Class 2A semifinal

4 on Ben’s Field at the I-470 ].B.

Photo By Ki NORTH
* (18) celebrates after
n the top of the first in-
> Class 2A semifinal on
hambers Complex high
1 celebration are team-
Bri Wiley (9). However,

Chambers Complex. The Redskins
had mercy-ruled the Pilots in their
earl;ier two meetings this season.

The youthful Pilots had tak-
en a 3-2 advantage in the top of
the inning when Mallorie Maddy
raced home on a two-out single by
Presley Kilbum, who had taken a
line drive off her left wrist earlier
in the game. However, it wasn’t
meant to be,

“We had a chance to win. We
Just made a couple of mental mis-
takes in the bottom of the sixth that
cost us, other than that, I'm very
proud of the girls,” Wright said.
“They fought hard. [ couldn’t have
asked for any more out of them.”

Caldwell’s Breighlee Moroc-
co tripled to deep right to start
the game-winning rally. Layne
Sidwell grounded back to Ava
Wohnhas inside the circle. She
caught Morocco off the bag at
third, but the third baseman’s
throw home was errant, allowing
Morocco to score the tying run as
Sidwell advanced all the way to
third. With one out, Cecelia Mar-
shall grounded back to the mound.
Ava Wohnhas fielded the ball and
looked the runner back to third but
as she turned and threw to first
for the second out, Sidwell broke
from third and slid in just before
the throw from Kilburn arrived.

See RIVER, Page B3
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postseason meetings between Dubas
and Sullivan, the second one occurring
in Sullivan’s native Boston on Sun-
day. During a discussion that Dubas

described as “amicable,” it became ap- §

parent to Dubas that Sullivan’s many
strengths might be better served leading
a team that’s not evolving from one gen-
eration to the next.

“There’s a reason why it’s essentially
impossible, (why) it has not been done,
where a coach has led a team to winning
and being in contention and through a
transition all the way back,” Dubas said.
“And I think that two things can be true:
That someone can be a great head coach

and then they’ll move on to become |
a great coach on the next stop. And it |

could also be time for change here.”
Sullivan, whose 409 wins with Pitts-

tension he signed in late 2022.
See PENGUINS, Page B2

L ol

AP Photo

burgh are a franchise record, had two PITTSBURGH PENGUINS head coach
seasons remaining on the contract ex- Mike Sullivan talks with referee Brandon

Schrader during the third period of an NHL
hockey game against the Washington Cap-
itals in Pittsburgh, Thursday, April 17, 2025.

LINSIY 1eag

OVAC tennis
after day 1

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

GLEN DALE -~ Dover and
Morgantown have made the OVAC
‘Big School’ tennis division a two-
team race, while Linsly tops the
*Small School’ field after the first
of four days of competition on the
John Marshall courts. Action con-
tinues Tuesday with boys singles,
with the girls taking to the courts
Wednesday and Thursday for dou-
bles and singles action, respectively.
Action starts at 8:30 each morning.

In case of inclement weath-
er, matches will be moved to the
Wheeling Park Bubble.

In boys® doubles action, the Mo-
higans defeated the Tornadoes in
two of the three matches to take a
11-10 edge in team scoring. They
were deadlocked at nine entering
the finals. A team is awarded one
point for each match it wins. Mor-
gantown is the defending team
champion.

Morgantown prevailed at No. 1
as the team of Andrew McClellan
and Solas Chhin-Kreiner topped
Dover’s duo of Gabe Pavick and
Jeremy Cappell by an 8-1 count.
The top-seeded Mohigans breezed
to the finals with 8-0, 8-0 and
8-2 victories, while the Tornadoes
upset the No. 2 from University
in the quarterfinals (8-4) and the
second-seeded Linsly team in the
semis (8-3).

At No. 2, Morgantown’s sec-
ond-seeded duo of Max Chen and
Max Warner teamed to knock off
the No. 1 team from Dover of Ar-
den Klaiber and Lake Van Sickle,
8-6. The Mohigans had won their
previous three matches by identical
8-1 scores.

Dover finally pulled a match
out at No. 3 as the team of Max
Banbeck and Nathan Ricker up-
set top-seeded Amari Knights and
Ronan Rogers from Morgantown,
8-3. Banbeck and Ricker were un-
seeded and won 8-0 in their semi-
final match against Linsly’s Matt
Shanley and Jaxon Milam as upsets
ruled the bottom half of the bracket.

Linsly leads the ‘Small School’
with six points. The Cadets are
seeking their fourth consecutive
title.

See TENNIS, Page B2

1sive coordinator Jim Knowles settling in quickly with the Nittany Lions
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aintenance-free gutters
lifetime warranty"!

Clog-Free:

From a Company
Qur one-piece You Can Trust:
proprietary system / lLeafguard prioritizes
is guaranteed not to safety and treats our

clog. or we will clean
your gutters for free.

customers professionally
and respectully,

i0 Visa Card with your FREE in-home estimate

o clog for as long as you own your home. or we will clean your

leafguard.com/offers for offer details. Expires 04/300/2025

ements family of brands,

in which the Penguins
were playoff fixtures.

Crosby, coming off
an NHL-record 20th
straight season of av-
eraging at least a point
a game, hardly looks to
be slowing down as he
prepares for his third
decade in the league,
A notorious creature of
habit, Crosby repeated-
ly backed Sullivan even
as the Penguins faded
into also-rans.

Dubas said he had a
five-minute conversa-
tion with Crosby be-
fore meeting with Sul-
livan. Asked if he was
concerned that Crosby,
who turns 38 in Au-
FUSt and has two years
eft on an extension
he agreed to last Sep-
tember, may ask for a
trade, Dubas flatly re-
plied “no.”

Still, the move came
somewhat as a sur-
prise given Sullivan’s
resume, his relation-
ship with Crosby and
the fact that Fenway

o |

; AT
g .]‘__‘_

Rutherford, who left
in early 2021, then his
replacement Ron Hex-
tall, who lasted a little
more than two years be-
fore being fired — was
unable to find the right
pieces to fill out a roster
that quickly became old
and top heavy.

Pittsburgh narrowly
missed the postseason
in 2023. The franchise
missed it by a little
more in 2024, and a lit-
tle more still this year,
undone by a combina-
tion of shaky goalten-
ding and even shakier
defense.

Yet a week ago, Du-
bas said that as long as
Sullivan was all in on
the team’s commitment
to look to the future,
“we will roll with that.”

Pressed on what
changed in the interim,
Dubas did not point to
one specific moment.

The reality is he
had seen signs that a
change might be need-
ed throughout the sea-

-~ Put in Bay, OH

Aungust 6 - 8

Depart by motor coach for Port Clinton to board the Jet
Express for beautiful Put-in-Bay. Upon arrival, enjoy lunch
and private narrated train tour. Spend two nights at The
Bayshore Resort, the only lakefront hotel on the island.
$799 per person

Rumer-Loudin, Inc.
Rumer has it!
In business since 1975
No offering 3 locaﬂont _ you

“I think it’s just in
general the feeling that
the demands of this and
what we're asking, it
was, to me, time for him
to go elsewhere to ap-
ply and for us to move
on as well,” he said.

There appears to be
no hurry to find Sulli-
van's successor. Dubas
expects to line up virtual
interviews with candi-
dates at the end of May,
with the hope of making
a hire by early June.

The next Penguins
coach will take over a
¢lub that has 30 draft
picks over the next
three years, including
18 in the first three
rounds.

Turning those picks
into viable NHL play-
ers — either by using
them to draft players o-
as trade bait for team
willing to part with cur’
rent NHLers in thei
early to mid-20s — wi1
be Dubas’ challenge.

Turning whateve
group arrives for train
ing camp in Septembel
back to relevancy wil
be the challenge of :
coach who will have to
replace someone hired
to give an underachiev-
ing group a wake-up
call and who left with
a Hall of Fame-worthy
resume and his spot in
Penguins lore secure.,

¢ Tennis

Continued from Page B1

Linsly has won 13
straight girls champion-

shigs.
coring is as follows:
BIG SCHOOL

1. Morgantown 11;
2. Dover 10; 3, Parkers-
burg South 4; 4. Mariet-
ta; 3. (tie) John Marshall,
University and Wheeling
Park 2; 8. (tie) Brooke,
Steubenville 0

SMALL SCHOOL

1. Linsly 6; 2. (tie)
Cambridge and Weir 2; 4.
(tie) East Liverpool and
Steubenville Catholic 1;
6. (tie) Indian Creek, St.
Clairsville and Wheeling
Central 0



d was awarded game
VP, while Cameron [°
ater Kason Angel had

Id Madonna’s powerful
eup out of the hit col-
m through six innings,
t was up against the WG
ch count limit going to

: final inning.

Please see SEVENTH,
Page 10 fied Sports Complex.

y
Cameron's Wes Starcher connects with a pitch
during the Dragons’ OVAC 1A championship match- |
up against Madonna on Monday at the Edison Uni- |

LLLCEL LU0t LD, L/LLIME LLIKLL LIMMLy A Aad Povl ) Rl L biae

i girls,” Wright said. “They fought hard. I couldn’t
| have asked for any more out of them.”

| , Caldwell’s Breighlee Morocco tripled to deep

| right to start the game-winning rally. Layne Sid-
| well grounded back to Ava Wohnhas inside the
circle. She caught Morocco off the bag at third, but
the third baseman’s throw home was errant, allow-
| ing Morocco to score the tying run as Sidwell ad-

vanced all the way to third. With one out, Cecelia
{ Marshall grounded back to the mound.

Please see RIVER, Page 10

-
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Capbeu
ach Hannah Boyer hugs first baseman Jayde Car-
C 2A semifinal victory over Shadyside at the 1-470

h Ticket To OVAC 2A Title
0 Win Over Shadyside

Bridgeport’s offense and defense
were both clicking on Monday.

Vanessa Mullen pitched the full
six innings for the Bulldogs, striking
out two and issuing zero walks, Her
defense was in top form behind her,
including first baseman Jayde Car-
man who turned an inning-ending un-
assisted double play in the top of the
third.

With a runner on first and one out,
Shaydside’s Kamryn Parker shot a
line drive down the first base line,
which Carman plucked out of the
air before stepping on first to double
up the runner who'd advanced away
from the bag.

Please see PUNCH, Page 10
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Morgantown, Linsly Lead __O_VAC Tennis After Daﬁ

By KIM NORTH
i

Staff Writer -
GLEN DALE - Dover §
and Morgantown have §
made the OVAC ‘Big §
School’ tennis division
a two-team race, whil
Linsly tops the ‘Smal
School’ field after the first g

courts. Action continues §
Tuesday with boys’ sin-
gles, with the girls taking
to the courts Wednesday
and Thursday for doubles
and singles action, respec-
tively. Action starts at
8:30 each moming.

In case of inclement
weather, matches will be |- 8%
moved to the Wheeling |¥*
Park Bubble.

In boys’ doubles action,
the Mohigans defeated the
Tornadoes in two of the
three matches to take a
11-10 edge in team scor-
ing.

Photo by Kim North
Linsly’s Javi Vizuete returns a shot during boys' dou-
bles action from Monday’'s OVAC Tennis Tournament

. Please see LEAD, Page 10 at the John Marshall courts in Glen Dale.

West Virginia Adds Two More In Transfer Portal

By SPENCER
RIPCHIK
For The Intelligencer

West  Virginia and
Rich Rodriguez re-
mained active in the por-
tal, picking up their first
running back commit-
ment.

SMU running back
Jaylan Knighton and
Jacksonville State re-
ceiver Jordan McCant
are reportedly commit-
ting to the Mountaineers
for the 2025 season,
making the portal addi-
tions this period over 10.

Knighton has one more
year of eligibility left af-
ter playing for five years

at the collegiate ranks
for SMU and Miami. He
missed most of last year
with an injury, allowing
him to redshirt and add
another year of eligibil-
ity. In 2023, he record-
ed 745 yards on 136
carries for seven touch-
downs. Before SMU, he
played three seasons at
Miami and rushed for
over 1,000 yards and 10
touchdowns. Knighton
was a three-star trans-
fer prospect, accord-
ing to 247Sports, and
was a four-star out of
high school as the 12th-
ranked running back in
the class of 2020.

Knighton, the Florida
native, is a dual-threat
back, having experience
catching passes out of the
backfield. He had five
receiving  touchdowns
and over 300 yards in
five seasons. More im-
portantly, he provided
depth and experience
to a running back room
that needs depth since
starter Jahiem White was
banged up this spring,
not playing in the Gold-
Blue Spring Showcase.

McCant isn’t the first
receiver Rodriguez has
added.

Please see ADDS, Page 10
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sac bunt in the fourth. Over the
final three innings, though, Wil-
harm shut things down, retiring the
last nine-straight batters he faced,
working a 1-2-3 sixth and striking
out the side in the seventh to set up
the rally. .

“I can’t speak hig enough
Reed,” Mille?esaid. “He]’{s a great
pitcher, he’s one of our top dogs.
He wanted the ball today and was
hungry. We had a little bit of ad-
versity and he battled through. He
pitched a phenomenal game and
put us in a great position to have a
chance to win this game.

“He didn’t want to come out.
Usually I don’t like to go three
times through a lineup, but he was
a man on a mission and we let it
ride and he did a phenomenal job.
He got better as the game went and
that’s Reed, he’s a bulldog.”

It is the second-straight OVAC

Wi WL Wi BUC LULLES dliu LUCLE
fifth in the last eight years. The
Blue Dons and Dragons have com-
bined to win the last seven Class
A fitles

The teams, who are ranked No.
1 and No. 5 in West Virginia Class
A by MetroNews, will likely meet
again, potentially twice, in the Re-
gion 1 tournament.

“We thought we had them,”
Cameron coach Adam Angel said.
“They got us when they had to, so
good for them. We will see them
again, I told the kids we know what
the[% got, we know we’re right there
with them and we’ll try to get them
back in the tournament and make
this sting a little bit less.”

UP NEXT

Cameron: Hosts Clay-Battelle
today.

Madonna: Hosts Weir High
in the annual city championship
game on Wednesday.

9

“Caldwell is a very,
1y talented team. They
t the ball and they can
n. How many ground
dls did they turn into
field singles?” Wright
ked. “They are a vet-
an team and we are a
Ty young team. We
ayed young in the sixth
ning.”
River took a 2-0 lead
the top of the first
hen Wohnas was hit
ith the second pitch of
¢ game from Makay-
Mumaw and Maddy

sent a 1-1 pitch over the
fence in dead center.

Actually, I was trying
to bunt her but she didn’t
see the sign,” Wright
noted.

However, they would
only get three more
hits off of Mumaw who
struck out 14 and didn’t
walk a Pilot.

Maddy also singled in
the fourth to break up a
streak of 10 straight Riv-
er batters set down by
Mumaw.

Caldwell scored on an

RBI single by Moroc-
¢o in the first and drew
even in the second when

Colie Arick raced home
on Addyson Lake’s
groundout,

Wohnhas, who

pitched well enough to
win, struck out nine and
didn’t issue a free pass.
She retired 10 in a row
at one point.

Caldwell will face
No. 2 Bridgeport on
Saturday at 3 p.m. The
Bulldogs blanked No. 3
Shadyside, 10-0.

9

me-
nin

ed %
cen-
d to
vddie
dou-
anna
each
ver’s
driv-
3 tal-
RBI],
llect-

four

hits- two singles from Kaylie
Warnock, and one base hit apiece
from Kamryn Parker and Ali
Weatherson.

Brewer ended the game in the
bottom of the sixth by shooting a
hit to center field, scoring Katie
Jackson from second base.

“Bridgeport came to hit the
ball today,” Shadyside head
coach Robert Gorrell said. “They
wanted it. We didn’t play our
game today, we didn’t hit the
ball. Big games like this, you've
got to play hard, you’ve got to
be in the game with them. We
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let it get away from us. Credit to
Bridgeport, they played hard and
they’ve been good this year.”
Bridgeport, the two-seed in the
four-team 2A é)layoff field, will
play top-seeded Caldwell for the
championship. Caldwell defeated
the River Pilots 4-3 on Monday.
“They have to do what they did
today,” Boyer said of her team
going into the championship
game. “We have to stay confi-
dent, we have to believe we can
do exactly what we did today- hit
the ball, pitch well and play good
defense, that leads to wins.”

Put in Bay, OH

Awugust 6 - 8

Depart by motor coach for Port Clinton to board the Jet

Express Jor beautiful Put-in-Bay. Upon arrival, enjoy lunch

that quickly became old

and top heavy,
Pittsburgh  narrowly
missed the postseason

in 2023. The franchise
missed it by a little more
in 2024, and a little more
still this year, undone by
a combination of shaky
goaltending and even
shakier defense.

Yet a week ago, Du-
bas said that as long as
Sullivan was all in on the
team’s commitment to
look to the future, “we

LLeap

hope of making a hire by

early June.
The next Penguins
coach will take over a club

that has 30 draft picks
over the next three years,
including 18 in the first
three rounds. Turning
those picks into viable
NHL players — either by
using them to draft players
or as trade bait for teams
willing to part with cur-
rent NHLers in their early
to mid-20s — will be Du-
bas’ challenge,

(Continued from Page 9)

They were deadlocked
at nine entering the finals.
A team is awarded one
point for each match it
wins. Morgantown is the
defending team champi-
on.

Morgantown prevailed
at No. 1 as the team of
Andrew McClellan and
Solas Chhin-Kreiner
topped Dover’s duo of
Gabe Pavick and Jeremy
Cappell by an 8-1 count.
The top-seeded Mohigans
breezed to the finals with
8-0, 8-0 and 8-2 victo-
ries, while the Tornadoes
upset the No. 2 from
University in the quarter-
finals (8-4) and the sec-
ond-seeded Linsly team
in the semis (8-3).

At No. 2, Morgan-
town’s  second-seeded
duo of Max Chen and
Max Warner teamed to
knock off the No. 1 team
from Dover of Arden
Kiaiber and Lake Van
Sickle, 8-6. The Mohi-
gans had won their pre-
vious three matches by
identical 8-1 scores.

Dover finally pulled
a match out at No. 3 as
the team of Max Ban-
beck and Nathan Ricker

upset top-seeded Amari
Knights and Ronan Rog-
ers from Morgantown,
8-3. Banbeck and Ricker
were unseeded and won
8-0 in their semifinal
match against Linsly’s
Matt Shanley and Jaxon
Milam as upsets ruled the
bottom half of the brack-
et.

Linsly leads the ‘Small
School” with six points.
The Cadets are seeking
their fourth consecutive
title.

Cambridge and Weir
both have two.

Linsly has won 13
straight girls champion-
ships.

Scoring is as follows:

BIG SCHOOL

1. Morgantown 11;
2. Dover 10; 3. Parkers-
burg South 4; 4. Marjet-
ta; 5. (tie) John Marshall,
University and Wheeling
Park 2; 8. (tie) Brooke,
Steubenville 0

SMALL SCHOOL

1. Linsly 6; 2. (tie)
Cambridge and Weir 2; 4.
(tie) East Liverpool and
Steubenville Catholic 1;
6. (tie) Indian Creek, St.
Clairsville and Wheeling
Central 0

ADDs

(Continued from Page 9)

Rodriguez has added
a couple of receivers al-
ready this opening, but
he’s the first this sprinﬂ%
to have experience wi
Rodriguez, playing with
the Gamecocks. He saw
limited action in three
years at Jacksonville
State with just 29 grabs
and primarily saw time
on special teams. Mc-

The need for a wide
receiver has been a point
of emphasis this period,
and was warranted since
Rodriguez mentioned he
didn’t have a 1-on-1 guy
yet earlier this spring.
McCant might not be
that option at 5-foot-11,
but definitely adds depth
to the receiver room and
on special teams. He has
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WL Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home AwayRS RA

ewYork 1510600 — — 7-3W-1 84 7-6 137106
oston 14 13.519 2 % 64L2 86 67 124128
oronto  1213.480 3 1% 46L5 85 48 88 104
altimore 1014.417 4% 3 46W-1 68 58 103130
ampa Bay 10 14.417 4% 3 4-6 W1 9-10 1-4 102 97

Central Division
WL Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home AwayRS RA

etroit 1510600 — ~
leveland 1410583 % 49
ansas City 1214.462 3% 2

6-4 W-1 10-3 57 112 82
6-4 L-1 7-2 78 96 101
46 W-4 94 310 84 100

linnesota 9 16.360 6 4% 56 L-1 66 3-10 85 103
hicage 6 19.240 9 7% 28 W-1 48 2-1178 108
West Division

WL Pct GB WCGB L10 Sr Home AwayRS RA
axas 1410583 — — 55L-1 10-3 47 77 9
eattle 1411560 2  +% 7-3W-2 85 66 113109
ouston 1311.542 1 — T3W3 96 45 92 81
>sAng. 1112.4782% 1% 3-7L2 44 78 91 109
thletics 1113.458 3 2 64 W-1 3-8 85 105123

NATIONAL LEAGUE
East Division

WL Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home AwayRS RA
ew York 187 720 — — 82 W-7 121 6-6 105 89
hitadel. 1312520 5 1% 46 L4 94 48 111115
liarni 1113.458 6% 3 46 L-1 88 35 106127
fash. 11144407 3% 55 L1 76 49 105118
tlanta 1014.417 7% 4 6-4 W-1 83 2-1192 104

Central Division

WL Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home AwayRS RA
hicago 1610616 — — 7.3 W-285 85 163120
lilwaukee 13 13.500 3 2 55 L-2 94 49 132119
incinnati 1213.480 3% 2% 55 W-166 67 128 97
ittsburgh 10 15.400 5% 4% 55 W.-26-7 48 90 106
t.Louis 1015.400 5% 4% 3-7 L-1 84 2-11 120118

West Division

WL Pet GB WCGB L10 Str Home AwayRS RA
anDiego 178 680 — — 55 L-1 121 B-7 103 74
anFran. 179 654 %2 +2 56 W-2 7-3 10-6 129101
3sAng. 169 .640 1 +1% 55 L-2 10-2 67 116108
rizona 1410583 26 — 73 L1 7.5 75 131111

olorado 4 20.167 12% 10 19 L3 36 1-1477 136

AMERICAN LEAGUE
Thursday's Games
hicage White Sox 3, Minne-

ota 0, 7 innings

eattle 4, Boston 3

ansas City 7, Colorado 4, 1st

ame

-ansas City 6, Colorado 2,

nd game

altimeore 2, Washington 1

ittsburgh at L.A, Angels, late

ampa Bay at Arizona, late

exas at Athletics, late
Friday's Games

altimore {Young 0-0} at De-

‘oit (Mize 3-1), 6:40 p.m.

oronto (Berr os 1-1) at N.Y.

ankees (Carrasco 2-1}, 7:05

m.
oston (Houck 0-2) at Cleve-
wnd (Lively 1-2), 7:10 p.m.
louston (Wesneski 1-1} at
ansas City (Lugo 1-3), 7:40

.m.
.A. Angels (Hendricks 0-2) at
linnesota (Lopez 1-1), 7:40

J4mn.

fiarni (Quantrill 1-2) at Seat-
e (Gilbert 1-1), 9:40 p.m.
ampa Bay {Baz 2-0) at San
iego (King 3-0}, 9:40 p.m,
hicago White Sox (Burke
-3) at Athletics {Severino
-3), 10:05 p.m.

exas (Eovaldj 1-2} at San
rancisco {Verlander 0-1},
0:15 p.m.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
Thursday's Games
Kansas City 7, Colorado 4, 1st
ame
an Francisco 6, Milwaukee 5
Kansas City 6, Colorado 2,
2nd game
Baltimore 2, Washington 1
Pittsburgh at L.A. Angels, late
Tampa Bay at Arizona, late
Friday’s Games
Philadelphia {Watker 1-1} at
Chicago Cubs (Rea 0-0), 2:20

p.m.
N.Y. Mets (Senga 3-1} at
Washington (lrvin 2-0}, 6:45

p.m.
Milwaukee {Patrick 1-1) at St.
Louis {Liberatore 1-2), 8:156

p.m.
Cincinnati {Abbott 2-0) at
Colorado (Freeland 0-4), 8:40

p.m.

Attanta {Sale 0-2) at Arizona
{Gallen 1-3), 9:40 p.m.

Miami {Quantrill 1-2) at Seat-
tle (Gilbert 1-1), 2:40 p.m.
Tampa Bay (Baz 2-0) at San
Diego (King 3-0, 9:40 p.m.
Pittsburgh (Skenes 2-2) at L.A.
Dodgers {Yamamoto 3-1),
10:10 p.m.

Texas (Eovaldi 1-2) at San
Francisco {Verlander 0-1},
1¢:15 p.m,

LINESCORES

BASEBALL

OVAC Ciass 5A

Championship

Morgantown 4,

Wheeling Park 2
lorgan 000000 4-- 4 4 1
/. Park 1100000-- 2 6 2
1—Shunn wp 14K, 2BB!,
tesserly sv 171, (0K, OBB
~C .zszch: 3Bradescn o

s Za®r o

1

(YRR

0BB} Hanna Ip {7} (3K, OBB}
and Baigo. King D, 2rbi;
Saunders D, HR, 3rbi; Flor-
ence 2D, 4rbi; Bailey D; Han-
na 3S; Balgo 2S;Ivey S, rbi;
Jacob S, rbi; King S, 2rbi;
Stars S.

JM- Coulter (2K, 1BB}, Mar-
<onich (5) (1K, 2BB}, Clegg
wo (71 (0K, OBB) and Martin.
".’a-ko.-lich 2D, 28, rbi: Asti-

-3 -2 T Tatear ™ Q- Mamin

I ransier vmensive Lineman

By SPENCER RIPCHICK
For The Intelligencer

West Virginia picked up an SEC
offensive lineman out of the transfer
portal Thursday morning.

Oklahoma offensive lineman Josh
Alsosa announced he is transferring
to the Mountaineers with four years
of elifgfibility left. Aisosa recently took
an official visit to Morgantown this
week.

Aisosa didn’t see action in his fresh-
man year, allowing him to redshirt,
but was a consensus three-star high
school prospect out of Oklahoma.

The second-year player stands at
6-foot-3 and 331 pounds and joins an
offensive line room that’s limited after
graduation and the portal departures.

Rich Rodriguez looked for more
depth at the offensive line and the
line struggled during the Gold-Blue
Spring Showcase, with the quarter-
backs scrambling a lot. Aisosa might
not start this fall, but he’ll be a devel-
opmental piece that could play a big-
ger role in the future,

Aisosa becomes the seventh trans-
fer addition this spring for WVU and
the second offensive lineman.

2025 OVAC Tennis Championships
Set For Monday At John Marshall

GLEN DALE - The 2025 OVAC
Tennis Championships will be heid at
the John Marshall High School tennis
facility beginning Monday, April 28
and running through Thursday, May
1. This year’s event begins with boy’s
doubles action on Monday followed by
boy’s singles play on Tuesday. Girl’s
doubles matches will be contested on
Wednesday and wrap up on Thursday
with girl’s singles competition. All
match play begins each moming at
8:30 am..

Match play will be moved each day
to the Wheeling Park Tennis Bubble on
any day that weather does not permit
play at John Marshall High School.

A team champion and runner up in
both girls and boys school competition
will be decided over the course of the
4-day event in two divisions again this
year, 1A-4A (small school) and 5A
(large school). Each match win in sin-
gles or doubles scores a team point for
the school being represented. A spe-
cial team trophy will be awarded to the
girls and boys champion in both 1 A-4A
and SA divisions. Runner-up teams in
both divisions will be awarded a special
plaque. Singles and doubles champi-
ons in all divisions, girls and boys, will
also be awarded individual medals.

The defending champions from 2024

are the Linsly girls in the 1A-4A divi-
sion for their 13th straight OVAC title.
The University High girls are the de-
fending champions in the 5A division.
The 2024 boys defending champions
in the 1A-4A division are the Linsly
boys and the Morgantown High boys
are defending champions in the 5A di-
vision.

During the OVAC Tennis Cham-
pionships, coaches will be evaluating
sportsmanship by all players to deter-
mine a special award for the one female
and one male who exhibits the utmost
in fairness, attitude and sportsmanship
throughout the tournament for the pres-
tigious Carol Strasser Sportsmanship
Award. Carol was a long-time Ohio
Valley outstanding tennis player and
former OVAC Tennis Director. This
award was created to honor her work
and commitment to tennis and her out-
standing character on and off the court!

The tournament seeding for all divi-
sions by coaches will be held Sunday,
April 277 at Wheeling Park High School
beginning with the boy’s seeding at
4:30 p.m. followed by the girl’s seed-
ing at 6.

Questions can be forwarded to
George Frazier, OVAC Tennis Direc-
tor, at 304-639-3294 or email at run-
ningracquet@aol.com.

Towns Scores 31, Brunson 30 As Knicks
Take 2-1 Series Lead Over Pistons

DETROIT (AP) - Kari-Anthony
Towns was aggressive early and Jalen
Brunson was effective late.

Towns scored 11 of his 31 points in
the first quarter and Brunson had 12
of his 30 in the fourth to help the New
York Knicks hold on for a 118-116
win over the Detroit Pistons on Thurs-
day night to take a 2-1 lead in the first-
round series.

L A e w ¥t

with 3.5 seconds left for a four-point
lead after Detroit’s coaches, players and
fans were screaming for an over-and-
back violation to be called.

“If you catch the ball, have possession
and put it down, to me, that’s possession
in the front court,” Pistons coach J.B.
Bickerstaff said.

Brunson made another free throw with
0.5 seconds left and after“missing the



