Phota by Kim North

Wheeling Park's Austin Loew, left, battles Parkersburg South’s Dalton Fullerton during their 195-pound match at
the OVAC Bill Hinegardner Class 5A Duals Championship on Friday night in Moundsville. Loew won, 5-0.

South Captures 5A Crown

Banged-up Park
finishes runnerup

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer

MOUNDSVILLE — After finishing
runnerup in last week's Brooke Classic,
Parkersburg South flexed its muscles
Friday night in rolling to the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Bill Hinegardner

Class 5A Duals championship.
The Wood County Patriots, who fin-
ished second to Erie Cathedral Prep in

Wellsburg, blanked Brooke, 84-0, in the.

semifinals before defeating banged-u
Wheeling Park, 68-9, in the finals inside
the John Marshall Fieldhouse. They only

lost two matches the entire night.

“We didn’t wrestle as good as we
could’ve last weekend and the kids
wanted to atone for thot,” Parkersburg
South coach Shaun Smith said, “The two
matches we lost we were very capable of
winning those matches. Our 106-
pounder just got caught and couldn’t [Egt
off his back. g{ other day, he wins that
match. Our 195-pounder has to realize
that he’s as good as that kid. He needs to
figure out how to get takedowns on him
and stay off his back.”

OVAC champions Tucker Windland
(1207, Luke Martin (138), Jesh
Humphreys (152), Zane Hinzman (160)
and Braxton Amos (220) all won a pair
of matches.

Izaak Murphy (106) gave the Ohio

County Patriots a quick 6-0 lead when
he recorded a first-period pin of Devin
Easton, However, by the next time a
Wheeling Park wrestler had his hand
raised, the score had mounted to 58-6 as
Parkersburg South displayed its strength.
“They are the best team in the OVAC
and the state,” Wheeling Park coach
Clay Tucker said of Parkersburg South,
“T thought we wrestled hard. We've still
got some thintﬁs to work on. Hopefully,
we’ll get healthy come time for regionals
and we’ll have a good state tournament.
“Tzank has been getting better all year.
He's definitely one of the hardest work-
ing kids I've ever come across,” Tucker

said of his flyweight. “T don’t think there

Please See SOUTH, Page 10

Shamrocks
Are Kings
Of Class 3A

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer
MOUNDSVILLE — Barnesville and

Bellnire met for the third time this sea-

son in a dual wrestling meet Friday
nioht The Relmant Cannty rivale hard
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Wheeling Park’s Austin Loaw, left, battles Parkersburg South’s Dalton Fullerton during their 195-pound match at
the OVAC Bill Hinegardner Class 5A Duals Championship on Friday night in Moundsville. Loew won, 5-0.

South Captures 5A Crown

Banged-up Park
finishes runnerup

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer

MOUNDSVILLE — After finishing
runnerup in last week's Brooke Classic,
Parkersburg South flexed its muscles
Friday night in rolling to the Qhio Valley
Athletic Conferénce Bill Hinegardner
Class 5A Duals championship.

The Wood County Patriots, who fin-
ished second to Erie Cathedral Prep in
Wellsburg, blanked Brooke, 84-0, in the
semifinals before defeating banged-u
Wheeling Park, 68-9, in the finals insi
the John Marshall Fieldhouse. They only

lost two matches the entire night.
“We didn’t wrestle as good as we

could’ve last weekend and the kids

wanted to atone for that,” Parkersburg
South coach Shaun Smith said. “The two
matches we lost we were very capable of
winning those matches. Qur 106-
pounder just got caught and couldn’t get
off his back. Sy other day, he wins that
match, Our 195-pounder has to realize
that he’s as good as'that kid. He needs to
figure out how to get takedowns on him
and stay off his back.”

OVAC champions Tucker Windland
(120), Luke Martin (138}, Josh
Humphreys (152), Zane Hinzman (160)
and Braxton Amos (220} all won a pair
of matches.

Izaak Murphy (106) gave the Ohio

County Patriots a quick 6-0 lead when
he recorded a ﬁrst-%eriocl pin of Devin
Easton. However, by the next time a
Wheeling Park wrestler had his hand
raised, the score had mounted to 58-6 as
Parkersburg South displayed its strength.
“They are the best team in the OVAC
and the state,” Wheeling Park coach
Clay Tucker said of Parkersburg South.
“T thought we wrestled hard. We’ve still
got some things to work on. Hopefully,
we'll get healthy come time for regionals
and we’'ll have a good state (ournament.
“Izaak has been getting better all year.
He's definitely one of the hardest work-
ing kids I've ever come across,” Tucker
said of his flyweight. “T don’t think there

FPlease See SOUTH, Page 10

Shamrocks
Are Kings
Of Class 3A

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer

MOUNDSVILLE — Bamesville and
Bellaire met for the third time this sea-
son in a dual wrestling meet Friday
night. The Beimont County rivals had
sp%it the previous pair of bouts.

However, this time the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Bill Hinegardner
Duals Class 3A championship was on
the line and the Shamrocks weren’t
about to settle for another runnerup fin-
ish this week. Barnesville, aided by four
forfeits, claimed its third title since 2005
with a 41-23 verdict inside the John
Marshall Fieldhouse. The Shamrocks
also defeated Magnolia, 61-15, in one
semifinal.

“T think the Kids felt confident they
could win,” Barnesville coach Jayson
Stephen said. “We got a quote out of the

paper from the last time we met, and we
E;t that up on the scale. The kids kind of
ed that. After staring at it for a couple

of weeks, they wanted to come down

and make up for the time we fell short.
“We made up for it and it feels good,
but it’s not over yet. We've still got to

-

Photo by Kim Narth

Bellaire’s Cody Albaugh tries to take down Barnesville's Owen Oliver dur-
Ing their 152-pound bout Friday night at the John Marsha!l Fieldhouse.

continue getting better. We’re still a
young team and that’s no excuse.
Iui']urics and sickness have taken their
toll, but every team bas that this time of
year.” ]

Please See SHAMROCKS, Page 10




LLOIL Lailan srsiur sy nong
but Josephs answered 38
seconds later with a bac-
handed goal in the slot for a
4-2 advantage,

Francis Kept pace with
his teammate with just over
4 minute left in the second
for his second goal, creat-
ing a 5-2 cushion.

In the third, Freddie
Tiffels amassed his fifth
goal of the campaign for
Wheeling and Dziurzynski
collected his second of the
game, before Josephs
capped off his memorable
night with his ninth of the
season,

The Nailers outshot the
Fuel 40-29 and 11 players
finished with at least one
point.

“We had a lot of
chances,” Christian said,
“We talked about capitaliz-

tuat icau aing Flu)' YY il Ak,

Brown also moved his
point streak to nine games
with a pair of helpers.

Wheeling 7, Indy 3
Indy 111—3
Wheeling . 322—-7

st Period-1, Whesling, Francis 7
(Gardiner, Wydol, 5:42 (PP). 2, Indy,
Mzelnnis 12 {Miskovic, Seckel), 8:17. 3,
Wheeling, Schuize 5 (Francis, Sorkin),
16:46 {FP), 4, Wheefing, Josaphs 7
(Belrnes, Fick), 17:53. Penalties-Clarke
tnd {tripping), 4:08; Gardiner Whi
[haoking), 14:14; Burtan Ind {hooking},
16:18; Milan Whi {hakfing), 19:58,

2nd Paricd-5, Indy, Dzigrzynski 11
(Sweaney, Neal), 12:90, 6, Wheeling,
Jesephs B {Tayior, Brown), 12:38. 7,
Whaaling, Franciz 8 {Meurs), 18:47.
Panalties-Josephs WhI {lripping), £:37;
Rupart Ind {tripping), 15:58,

3rd Perind-B, Whasling, Tiffals 5
{Fick, Taylor), 3:11, 9, Indy, Driurzynski
12 {Neal}, 14:08, 10, Wheeling, Josephs
3 {Schuiza), 19:11, Penalties-Gardiner
Whl thcoking), 3:57; Raid ind {high-
sticking), 5:07; Seckel Ind {cross-chack-
ing), 7:56.

Shots on Goallndy 7-14-8-29,
Wheeling 14-11-15-40,

Powar Play Opportunities-tndy 0 /
4; Wheeling 2/ 5,

Gealiss-Indy, Carlson 1-2-1-0 {25
shots-20 saves); Dodds 1-0-0-0 (15
shote-13 saves). Whaeling, Morrison
10-7-1-0 {28 shots-25 saves),
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(Continued from Page 9)

is a Kid in the state that is
going to out-tough Austin,
He’s a hard-nosed wrestler
who is hard to beat. He
showed it.”

Wheeling Park compet-
ed without injured senior
standouts John Nash (160)
and OVAC champ Kaleb
Simpkins (170), while
classmate Calvin McGaha
(285) was sick.

Tucker is hopeful all
three will be back for the
Class AAA regionals at
Brooke a week from today,

Wheeling Park rallied
past John Marshall in the
semifinals to earn its date
with Parkersburg South,
which won its third duals
title, and first since 2014.
The other came in 2010,

“I knew it was going to
be a close match with as
short-handed as we were,”
Tucker noted of the victo-
ry over John Marshali, 41-
33. “Everybody is a little
banged up, but we sucked
it un and were able to beat

John Marshall for the sec-
ond time this year.
They've got a good team,
but we were a little better.”

Collecting wins against
the Monarchs were Mai-
son Richardson (120),
Billy Gooch (132), Stevie
Mitchell (138), Daniel
Skelton (152), Axel Geb-
hart (182), Lowe and
Dylan Wood (220).

winners were Ethan
Gray (113), Peyton Shook
(126), Jordan Wood
(145), OVAC champion
Anthony Carman (160),
Jacob Berisford (170) and
Brady Williams (285).

The Monarchs claimed
third place with a 58-22
decision over Brooke.

In Parkersburg South's
blowout of Brooke, the
Patriots recorded 10 pins
and four forfeits in tally-
ing 80-plus points for the
sixth time this season. It
was the third time they’ve
reached the maximum
point total.

SHAMROCKS

(Continued from Page 9)

When asked if this championship
made up for the tough loss earlier in
the week, he was straight forward.

“No, not really, The kids were dis-
appointed Wednesday night,” Stephen
said after they dropped a 42-33 deci-
sion to Nelsonville-York in the Divi-
sion ITI, Region 22 finals, “1 think they
knew we should’ve won that match, 1
broke it down the next day on a dry
erase board, subtracting a point here
and there and I think they visually got
to see that.

“They came out {Friday) and battied
tough in every match. I"'am proud of
them.”

Barnesville’s Caeddon Yager (106)
and Brayden Reynolds (1 13} received
forteits to make It 12-0 before Bellaire
pulled to within 12-11 on a pin from
Joseph Bonfini (120) and a technical
fall by Clayton Moore (126). That,
however, was as close as the Big Reds
got as the Shamrocks reeled off six
straight victories to ;uli away.

Jacob Boulet (132) won by forfeit
to start the streak and Dylan Glotfelty
(138) followed with a first-period pin
in 41 seconds, Cameron Woods {(143)
and Owen Oliver (152) posted back-
to-back decisions before a double for-
feit at 160. Brylan Clouse (170)
eamed a technical fall and Kevin Per-
due (182) pinned his opponent, mak-
ing it 38-17, Zack Meade (220)
earned a decision to conclude the Bar-
nesville scoring,

Bellaire's Cole LaRoche ( 195) won
by pin and Joseph Hoepfner (285)
received a forfeit.

“Right now we're pushing for the .
sectional tournament and trying to get
some of our kids healthy,” Bellaire -
coach Andrew LaMotte said. “This
was an impoertant match, but our main
focus is trying to get as many kids to
Columbus,

“The four forfeits really hurt, but
you've got to play the hand you’re
dealt.”

Bellaire received a bye to the finals
after Crestview, which won the Class
JA crown at the OVAC Ron Mauck
Tournament last month, pulled out of
the event earlier in the week, There
were no other teams qualified for fill-
ing the void,
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Continued from Page B1

ented Wheeling Park (10-5) awaits. The Patriots, who
rolled past Parkersburg South for the title last year, have
also won three titles on the QUE court. In its history, Park
has won 13 OVAC titles, which trails only St. John Cen-
tral’s 15 for the most of any school.

The other half of the bracket finds what will be a
rematch. Two Rivers Athletic Conference foes Brooke
and Parkersburg South will clash on the Bruins court in
Wellsburg for the second time in three days. South comes
north on Saturday for the regular-season meeting.

Brooke earned the two seed at 12-3. The Bruins have
never played in the championship game and have only
escaped the consolation pool in the inaugural season of
the event.

As for South, the Patriots are a solid 13-3 on the sea-
son. They’ve been to OUE on the regular, qualifying four
times for the final in their relatively short history with the
OVAC. However, South has just one title (2014) to show

for it.
CLASS 4A

Cambridge, which dropped down to 4A this school
year, wrapped up the top seed on the strength of an
impressive 14-2 record. The Bobcats, who are led by
standout senior Lily Ritz, have never won an OVAC title
in girls’ hoops. This is only the second time the Guernsey
Countians have qualified for the top four.

To get to its first title game, they’ll need a victory
against fourth-seeded St. Clairsville. The Red Devils got
into the field Monday evening with their win over
Steubenville and Harrison Central’s loss to Brooke, Coach
Stacey Agnew’s team, which is the only team of the 20 to
reach the semifinals to have a sub .500 record, reached
the 4A final last season, falling to Union Local. §t. C.,
which hasn’t won an OVAC title since 2007, has played
in three finals. - '

Second-seeded Buckeye Local is aiming for its second
trip to QUE. The Panthers, who are led by their dynamic
back-court duo of Emily Holzopfel and Alaire Destifanes,
are currently 11-6 on the season. Buckeye won its only
title in 1992,

A semi-final date with Steubenville awaits the Panthers.
Big Red is currently 8-8 on the season and is coming off
the aforementioned loss to St. Clairsville on Monday.
They have claimed five OVAC titles, inciuding one in the
playoff format in 2013.

CLASS3A

Arguably the strongest field in the OVAC resides in
this class with all four teams having at least 11 victories.

For the second straight season, Bellaire is the top seed.
The Big Reds have been impressive, posting an 18-2
mark en route to a point average of 63.2, which trailed
only Indian Creek in the entire conference.

Coach John Farrier’s team was upset by Linsly in the
semifinal last season. The Big Reds haven’t won an
OVAC title since 2006 and have never played in the
championship game.

The path to a crown isn’t easy once again. Buckeye
Trail, which knocked off the Cadets in that title game last
season, qualified for the tournament after Union Local fell
to John Marshall Monday night. The Warriors are 11-5
and have played a challenging schedule inside the Inter-
Valley Conference as well as against its OVAC oppo-
nents. All told, Trail owns three OVAC titles.

Wheeling Central — the reigning 2A champion - is
the second seed. The Maroon Knights, despite dealing
with injuries and illness, have been impressive with a 15-
2 record. Coach Penn Kurtz’s teams have won three con-
ference titles in the playoff format and the school owns 10
titles in ail,

A perennial playoff entrant awaits, however, in Fort
Frye. Coach Dan Liedtke’s well-drilled squad is the third
seed at 14-3. The Fort owns five tonrnament OVAC titles

BT RIS, A ]

CLASS 1A _
A new champion is guaranteed in the small-school divi-
sion since Frontier failed to qualify.
Cameron grabbed- the top seed thanks to an impressive
14-1 record. The Dragons haven’t reached the semi-final

round of the OVAC since 2010 and have never won a

conference title.

The Dragons will host Madonna, which is 8-9 on the
season. The Blue Dons own 11 championships, but they
won only once in the new format despite four title-game
appearances.

The other half of the bracket finds Beallsville as the two
seed. The Blue Devils have a solid 11-5 mark and are
seeking their fourth trip to OUE. Of the six pennants
they’ve claimed in hoops, two have come under, this for-
mat, They went back-to-back in 2009 and 2010,

A challenging task with 8-8 Trinity Christian awaits the
Monroe Countians. Trinity won its only OVAC title in
2012, :

Complete consolation pairings can be found on Page
B4 of today’s edition.
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which hasn’t won an OVAC title since 2007, has played
in three finals. - '

Second-seeded Buckeye Local is aiming for its second
trip to OUE. The Panthers, who are led by their dynamic
back-court duo of Emily Holzopfel and Alaire Destifanes,
are currently 11-6 on the season. Buckeye won its only
title in 1992,

A semi-final date with Steubenville awaits the Panthers.
Big Red is currently 8-8 on the season and is coming off
the aforementioned loss to St. Clairsville on Monday.
They have claimed five OVAC titles, including one in the
playoff format in 2013.

CLASS3A

Arguably the strongest field in the OVAC resides in
this class with all four teams having at Teast 11 victories.

For the second straight season, Bellaire is the top seed.
The Big Reds have been impressive, posting an [8-2
mark en route to a point average of 63.2, which trailed
only Indian Creek in the entire conference,

Coach John Farrier’s team was upset by Linsly in the
semifinal last season. The Big Reds haven’t won an
OVAC title since 2006 and have never played in the
championship game.

The path fo a crown isn’t easy once again. Buckeye
Trail, which knocked off the Cadets in that title game last
season, qualified for the tournament after Union Local fell
to John Marshall Monday night. The Warriors are 11-5
and have played a challenging schedule inside the Inter-
Valley Conference as well as against its OVAC oppo-
nents. All told, Trail owns three OVAC titles.

Wheeling Central — the reigning 2A champion - is
the second seed. The Maroon Knights, despite dealing
with injuries and illness, have been impressive with a 15-
2 record. Coach Penn Kurtz’s teams have won three con-
ference titles in the pilayoff format and the school owns 10
titles in all.

A perennial playoff entrant awaits, however, in Fort
Frye, Coach Dan Liedtke’s well-drilled squad is the third
seed at 14-3. The Fort owns five tournament QVAC titles
and nine all together, ‘

CLASS 2A

With Wheeling Central having moved up a class, ZA
will also have a new champion.

Steubenville Central, which has been tanked in the
Division IV Associated Press Poll most of the season, gar-
nered the top seed with a 15-3 record. The Crusaders are
seeking their first OVAC title since 1989. They feli to the
Maroon Knights in last season’s title game. That was their
second appearance in the final.

To make it a third trip to QUE, the Crusaders will have
to contend with River, which has gotten hot late to propel
itself into the field as the fourth seed. The Pilots are 10-7
and fought off Clay-Battelle for the final bid. River, which
hasn’t won an OVAC title since 2004, has come up
empty in three trips to the title game.

Shenandoah pocketed the second seed after completing
the pre-OVAC portion of its schedule with a solid 13-3
mark. The Zeps won their only OVAC title in 2006 and
have never played in the conference final in three appear-
ances in the top four.

The Zeps’ path to St. Clairsville won't be easy as
Shadyside earned the third seed with a 14-5 record. The
Tigers own seven OVAC titles and claimed hardware
twice under the current format (2011 and 2013).

Neither of the semifinal matchups in this class occurred
earlier this season.

CLASS 1A

A new champion is guaranteed in the small-school divi-
sion since Frontier failed to qualify.

Cameron grabbed- the top seed thanks to an impressive
14-1 record. The Dragons haven’t reached the semi-final
round of the OVAC since 2010 and have never won a
conference title.

The Dragons will host Madonna, which is 8-9 on the
season. The Blue Dons own 11 championships, but they
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T-L Photo/KIM NORTH
BARNESVILLE’ S Cameron Woods, right, battles Bellaire's Nick Betkett in the 145-
pound match Friday night in the OVAC Bill Hinegardner Duals inside the Moundsville
Junior High Fieldhouse. Woods earned a 7-0 decision and the Shamrocks won the Class
3A title, 41-23, over the Big Reds. ‘
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South
powers
way to
5-A title

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

MOUNDSVILLE -
After finishing runnerup in
last week's Brooke Classic,
Parkersburg South flexed
its muscles Friday night in
rolling to the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Bill
Hinegardner Class S5A
Duals championship.

The Wood County Patri-
ots, who finished second to
Erie Cathedral Prep in
Wellsburg, blanked
Brooke, 84-0, in the semi-
finals before defeating
banged-up Wheeling Park,
68-9, in the finals inside
the Moundsville Junior
High Fieldhouse. They
only lost two matches the
entire night. -

“We didn't wrestle as
good as we could’ve last
weekend and the kids
wunted to atone for that,”
Parkersburg South head
conch Shaun Smith said.
“The two matches we lost
we wege very capable of
winning those matches.
Our’ 106-pounder just got
caught and couldn't get off
his back. Any other day, he
wins that match, Our 195-

under has to realize that

e's as good as that kid. He
needs to figure out how to .
get takedowns on him and
stay off his back.”

S EA MNama I




, : . T-L. Photo/KIM NORTH
BARNESVILLE'S Cameron Woods, right, battles Bellaire's Nick Beckett in the 145-

pound match Friday night in the OVAC Bill Hinegardner Duals inside the Moundsville

Junior High Fleldhouse, Woods earned a 7-0 decision and the Shamrocks won the Class
3A title, 41-23, over the Big Reds. .

Barnesville wins Class 3A
championship over Bellaire

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writar

on the scale. The Kids kind of liked that. After

staring at it-for a couple of weeks, they wanted

. to come down and make up for the time we fell
MOUNDSVILLE — Barnesville and Bel- short.

laire met for the third time this season in a dual “We made up for it and it feels good, but it's

wrestling meet Friday night. The Belmont not over yet,” he continued. “We've still got to -

county rivals had split the previous pair of continue getting better. We're still a young

0uts.

However, this time the Ohio Val-
ey Athletic Conference Bill Hine-
rardner Duals Class 3A champi-
mship was on the line and the
shamrocks weren’t about to settle
or another runnerup finish this
veek. The Green-and-Red, aided by
our forfeits, claimed their third title
ince 2005 with a 41-23 verdict
1side the Moundsville Junior High
ieldhouse. They also defeated
fagnolia, 61-135, in one semifinal,

“I think the kids felt confident they could
'in tonight,” Barnesville head coach Jayson
tephen said. “We got a quote out of the paper
o the last time we met, and we put that up

team and that’s.no excuse. Injuries
and sickness have taken their toll,
but every team has that this time of
yeal_", .

When asked if this championship
made up for the tough loss earlier in
the week, he was straight forward,

“No, not really. The kids were
disappointed Wednesday night,”

‘Stephen said after they dropped a

42-33 decision to Nelsonville-York
in the Division ITI, Region 22 finals.
“I think they knew we should’ve

won that match, I broke it down the next day on
a dry erase board, subtracting a’point here and
there and [ think they visually got to see that.

See, 3A, Page B2
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5-A title
By KiM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

MOUNDSVILLE -
After finishing runnerup in
last week’s Brooke Classic,
Parkersburg South flexed
its muscles Friday night in
rolling to the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Biil
Hinegardner Class 5A
Duals championship.

The Wood County Patri-
ots, who finished second to
Erie Cathedral Prep in
Wellsburg, blanked
Brooke, 84-0, in the semi-
finals before defeating
banged-up Wheeling Park,
68-9, in the finals inside
the Moundsville Junior
High Fieldhouse. They
only lost two matches the
entire night. -

“We didn’t wrestle as
good as we could’ve last
weekend and the kids
wanted to atone for that,”
Parkersburg South head
coach Shaun Smith said.
“The two matches we lost
we were very capable of
winning those matches.
Our’'106-pounder just got
caught and couldn't get off
his back, Any other day, he
wins that match. Our 195-
pounder has to realize that
he’s as good as that kid, He
needs to figure out how to .
get takedowns on him and
stay off his back.”

See, 5A, Page B2

WHEELING PARK'S

* |lzaak Murphy has Park-

ersburg South's Devin
Eastorr in a death grip
during their 106-pound
match Friday night in the
OVAC Bill Hinegardner
Duals Inside the
Moundsville Junior High
Fleldhousa., C
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OVAC champions Tuck-
er Windland (120), Luke
Martin ~ (138), Josh
Humphreys (152), Zane
Hinzman (160} and Brax-
ton Amos {220) all won a
pair of matches,

Izaak Murphy (106)
gave the Ohio County Patri-
ots a quick 6-0 lead when
he recorded a first-period
pin of Devin Easton. How-
ever, by the next time a
Wheeling Park wrestier had
his hand raised, the score
had mounted to 58-6 as
Parkersburg South dis-
played its strength,

“They are the best team
in the OVAC and the state,”
Wheeling Park head coach
Clay Tucker said of Park-
ersburg South. “I thought
we wrestled hard. We've
still got some things to
work on. Hopefully, we’ll
get healthy come time for
regionals and we’ll have a
good state tournament,”

“Izaak has been getting
better all year. He's defi-
nitely one of the hardest
working kids I've ever
come across,” Tucker said
of his flyweight. “I don't
think there is a kid in the
state that is going to out-
tough Austin. He’s a hard-
nosed wrestler who is hard
to beat. He showed it
tonight.”

Wheeling Park competed
without injured senior
standouts John Nash (160)
and OVAC champ Kaleb
Simpkins (170), while
clagsmate Calvin MeGaha
(285) was sick.

Tucker is hopeful all

* 3A

three will be back for the
Class AAA regionals at
Brooke on Saturday, Feb.
10.

Wheeling Park rallied
past John Marshall in the
semifinals to earn its date
with Parkersburg South,
which won its third duals
title, and first since 2014.
The other came in 2010,

“T knew it was going to a
close match with as short-
handed as we were,” Tuck-
er noted of the victory over
John Marshall, 41-33,
“Everybody is a little
banged up, but we sucked it
up and were able to beat
John Marshall for the sec-
ond time this year. They’ve
got a good team, but we
were a little better tonight.”

Coliecting wins against
the Monarchs were Maison
Richardson (120), Billy
Gooch (132), Stevie
Mitchell (138), Daniel
Skelton (152), Axel Geb-
hart (182), Lowe and Dylan
Woad (220).

IM winners were Ethan
Gray {113), Peyton Shook
(126), Jordan Wood (145),
OVAC champion Anthony
Carman (160), Jacob Beris-
ford (170) and Brady
Williams (285),

The Monarchs claimed
third place with a 58-22
decision over Brooke.

In Parkersburg South’s
blowout of Brooke, the
Patriots recorded 10 pins
and four forfeits in tallying
80-plus points for the sixth
time this season. It was the
third time they’ve reached
the maximum point total,

Continued from Page B1

“They came out tonight and battled tough in every
maich,” he noted. “T am proud of them."”

Barnesville’s Caeddon Yager (106) and Brayden
Reynolds (113) received forfeits to make it 12-0 before
Bellaire pulled to within 12-11 on a pin from Joseph Bon-
fini (120) and a technical fall by Clayton Moore (126).
That, however, would be as close as the Big Reds would
get as the Shamrocks reeled off six straight victories to

pull away,

Jacob Boulet {132) won by forfeit to start the streak
and Dylan Glotfelty (138) followed with a first-period pin
in 41 seconds., Cameron Woods {145) and Owen Oliver
{152) posted back-to-back decisions before a double for-
feit at 160. Brylan Clouse {170) earned a technical fall
and Kevin Perdue (182) pinned his opponent, making it
38-17. Zack Meade (220) earned a decision to conclude

the Barnesville scoring.
Bellaire’s Cole LaRoche

Hoepiner (285) received a fo

(195) won by pin and Joseph
rfeit,

“Right now we're pushing for the sectional tournament
tra. 1 i CLIE S I -

and tevien fm o~Ant nacaea <L ..



he recorded a first-period
pin of Devin Easton, How-
ever, by the next time a
Wheeling Park wrestler had
his hand raised, the score
had mounted to 58-¢ as
Parkersburg South dis-
played its strength,

“They are the best team
in the OVAC and the State,”
Wheeling Park head coach
Clay Tucker said of Park-
ersburg South. “1 thought
we wrestled hard. We've
still got some things to
work on, Hopefully, we’lj
get healthy come fime for
regionals and we’ll have a
£ood state tournament,”

“Izaak has been getting
better all year, He's defi-
nitely one of the hardest
working kids I've eyer
come across,” Tucker saig
of his flyweight. “I don’t
think there is a kid in the
State that is poing to out.
tough Austin. He's a hard-
nosed wrestler who is hard
to beat. He showed it
tonight,”

Wheeling Park competed
without injured senior
standouts John Nash (160)
and OVAC champ Kaleb
Simpkins (1 70), whiie
classmate Calvip McGaha
(285) was sick.

Tucker is hopeful ajl

* 3A

reriy QL LIESL SINCE 2014,
The other came in 2010.

“I knew it was going to a
close match with as short-
handed as we were,” Tuck-
er noted of the victory over
John Marshal], 41-33,
“Everybody is g little
banged up, but we sucked it
up and were able to beat
John Marshall for the sec.
ond time this year, They've
2ot a good team, buf we
were z little better tonight,”

Collecting wins against
the Monarchs were Maison

Richardson (120), Billy
Gooch (132), Stevie
Mitchell {138), Danie]

Skelton (152), Axel Geb-
hart (182), Lowe and Dylan
Wood (220).

IM winners were Ethan
Gray (113), Peyton Shook
{126), Jordan Wood (145),
OVAC champion Anthony
Carman (1 60), Jacob Beris-
ford (170) apd Brady
Williams (285),

The Monarchs claimed
third place with a 58-22
decision over Brooke,

In Parkersburg South’s
blowout of Brooke, the
Patriots recorded 10 pins
and four forfeits in tallying
80-plus points for the sixth
time this season, It was the
third time they’ve reached
the maximum point totq),

Continued from Page B1

“They came out tonight and baitled tough in every
match,” he noted. “T am proud of them,”

Barnesville's

Cacddon Yager (106) and Brayden

Reynolds (113) received forfeits to make it 12-0 before

Bellaire pulled to within 12-11 ona pin from Joseph Bon-
fini (120) and 3 technical fall by Clayton Moore (126),
That, however, would be as close as the Bjg Reds would
get as the Shamrocks reeled Off six straight victories to

pull away.
Jacob Boulet

m 41 seconds.

(132) won b
and Dylan Glotfelty (1 38) foli
i Camercn Wo

y forfeit to start the streak
owed with a first-period pin

0ds (145) and Owen Oliver

(152) posted back-to-back decisions before a double for-

feit at 160, Brylan

Clouse (170) earned a technical fal]

and Kevin Perdye (182} pinned his Opponent, making it
38-17. Zack Meade (220) earned & decision to conclude

the Barnesville scoring.

Bellaire's Cole LaRoche ( 195

won by pin ang Joseph

Hoepfner (285) received a forfeit.

“Right now we're pushing for the sectional tournament
and trying to get some of our kids healthy,” Bellaire head
coach Andrew LaMotte said. “This was an important
match, but our main focys s trying to get as many kids to

Columbuys,

“The four forfeits really hurt, but you’ve g0t to piay the

hand you're deait.’

Bellaire received g bye to the finals after Crestview,
which won the Clasg 3A crown at the OVAC Ron Mauck

Tournament Jast month,

pulled out of the event earlier in

the week. There were no other teams qualified for filling

the void,

Barnesville alsg won titles in 2005 and 2016,



INSIDE

Scoreboard/B4

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

WELLSBURG - Steubenville isn’t
used to losing in anything.

Following Wednesday night’s elimina-
tion from the Ohio High School Athletic
Association Division 11 Wrestling Dual
Team Tournament by nemesis Claymont,
top-seeded Big Red took no prisoners in
repeating as Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-

ence Class 4A chamninng Thursdav nioht

‘mont is a preat team and we

T Photos/KIM NORTH

ST. CLAIRSVILLE’S Justice McCamick works towards a pin during Thursday night’s Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Bill Hinegardner Class 4A Dual Tournament championship match with Steubenville’s Anthony Boley. McCamick wor
In 1:59, but Big Red won the title, 54-12.

Bill Hi iner OVAG Dual T I

Steubenville tops St. C. for 4A title

Class 5A. four by decisions, three by forfeits, anc
“Last night was definitely bard. Clay- another trio by pins - in racing to a 48

were setup this year to have a
really good dual team, but a lot
of injuries have hurt us,”
Steubenville head coach Mike
Blackburn said. “That loss last
night was definitely a hard one
to take, and we came out slug-
gish in the first dual. We

Aidn't wractla varv well and

6 lead before the Red Devils
Justice McCamick halted the
run with a pin in 1:59 at 220.

“Justice lost a close matct
in the blood round at the
OVAC Tournament to a kic
from East Liverpool in over
time who ended up getting
third,” St. Clairsville heac

ranrh Thnal Qancana enid



ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Justice McCamick works towards a

pin during Thursda

T-L Photos/XIM NORTH
y night's Ohio Valley Athletic Conferencs
Bill Hinegardner Class 4A Dual Tournament championship match with Steubenville’s Anthony Boley. McCamick won
in 1:59, but Big Red won the title, 54-12.

e |
Steubenville tops St. C. for 4A title

By KIM NORTH ‘ Class 5A. four by decisions, three by forfeits, and
Times Leader Sports Writer “Last night was definitely hard. Clay- another trio by pins — in racing to a 48-

WELLSBURG - Steubenville isn’t
used to losing in anything,

Following Wednesday night’s elimina-
tion from the Ohio High School Athletic

Association Division II Wrestling Dual .

Team Tournament by nemesis Claymont,
top-seeded Big Red took no prisoners in
repeating as Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence Class 4A champions Thursday night
inside Brooke High School. The Jefferson
Countians defeated No. 4 Oak Glen 54-

‘mont is a great team and we

were setup this year to have a
really good dual team, but a lot
of injuries have hurt us,”
Steubenville head coach Mike
Blackburn said. “That loss last
night was definitely a hard one
to take, and we came out slug-
gish in the first dual. We
didn’t wrestle very well and
we talked to them between the
matches. They definitely came

6 lead before the Red Devils’

Justice McCamick halted the
run with a pin in 1:59 at 220.
“Justice lost a close match

Im| in the blood round at the

OVAC Tournament to a kid
from East Liverpool in over-
time who ended up getting
third,” St. Clairsville head
coach Joel Sansone &aid.
“When Justice saw where that
kid placed, that light finally

15 in the Class 4A semifinals before out fired up for the second - went off and he said ‘I can do

rolling past second-seeded St. Clairsville, match.” this.’ He wrestled great at the Brooke

54-12, for the title. Indeed they did. After yielding a'forfeit Classic, placing fourth, Honestly, we
.The championship was the eighth for at 106 to St. Clairsville's Josh Denoble,

Steubenville, with two of those coming in Big Red ran off 11 straight victories — See, 4A, Page B2

—— Late pin lifts
Shenandoah by
LINSLY'S | 1 H

Manuel Suita LI"S'y In 1A/2A
fine Shenan- By KIM NORTH

dler Warner in Times Leader Sports Writer

the 182-pound WELLSBURG - Shenandoah had
drzgtﬁ? ;11?:{1?: won an Ohio Valley A?E'ﬁltig Cox?felie;cf;
ing tﬁe Ohio :rrcgiliug championship. The key word being

I ever,
Valley Athletic | " Thursday night inside Brooke High School,

Conference
Class 1A/2A
championship
match. Howev-
er, the Zeps
slipped past the
Cadets, 39-33,
for the title.

the third-seeded Zeps claimed their first title -
by rallying past top-seeded Linsly, 39-33, in
the Bill Hinegardner Class 1A/2A champi-
onship match. The title came less than 24
hours after they were knocked out of the Ohio
High School Athletic Association’s Division
Il Region 22 Team Duals by OVAC rival
Bamesvilte,

“We've had a rough week with a lot of
§ travel,” Shenandoah head coach Jesse Wells
= said. “We went an hour-and-45-minutes south
| to Nelsonville-York Wednesday night and

See, SHENANDOAH, Page B2
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Continued from Page B1

would of been happy with him placing sixth, but he
came back and wrestled hard.

“He’s starting to believe he can beat anybody that steps
on the mat with him,” Sansone added. “That’s the key to
success.”

Winning by decisions were Peyton Blasko (113), Zane
Minella (132}, David Tuttle (170) and Keith Bodnar
{1935), while OVAC Tournament titlist Anthony Rice
(145), Michael Gray (152), Chio State University recruit
Jashon Hubbard (160) and Tyler Ely (285) all pinned
their oppenents. Receiving forfeits were Tyler Muldrew
(120), Bill Murray (126) and Hezekiah Scurry (182).

“Hopefully, tonight prepared us some for the upcoming
postseason,” Blackburn said. *“We've got a rough road
ahead of us.”

Meanwhile, Sansone is hoping his young squad uses the
loss as a learning device.

“We're here to get better,” 1 told them. “There's a cou-
ple of guys that competed, but there’s a few that didn’t
and we'll talk about that in practice. All 1 want them to do
is go out there and compete. This isn’t sectionals, districts
or states. This is the time we've got to harder and get bet-
ter.” , .

St. Clairsville defeated third-seeded Martins Ferry, 48-
28, in the semifinals before the Purple Riders lost to Oak
Glen, 50-29, in the third-place match.

e Shenandoah

Continued from Page B1

.then came an hour-and-45-minutes north to wrestle a
good Caldwell and Linsly teams. We’'re very happy. I'm
very proud of our kids.”

Linsly, which was the Class 3A event a year ago for its
first-ever OVAC mat crown, led 33-27 after Chance
Knight pinned his opponent at 195 pounds, but back-to-
back pins by Dalten Rice (220) and Easton Hitchens
(285) powered the Zeps to the title.

“Our big guys arc really good, but so are our little
guys,” Wells noted, “We've got a good all-around team.”

Linsly head coach Brian Valentine, despite the loss,
was happy with his team’s performance.

“It was a great match. The kids fought hard all the
way,” he said. “They (Shenandoah) have a solid team.
They moved their lineup around just enough to beat us.
They came out on top.”

Victor Giovengo (170) received a forfeit that jump-
started the Cadets’ late rally. That was followed by pins
by Manuel Suita (182) and Knight.

“We were a little short-handed tonight, but the kids
wrestled their butts off. That’s all I can ask for,” Valentine
added.

In the semifinals, Linsly dispatched Cameron, 48-21,
while Shenandoah repeated a win over Caldwell from the
OHSAA Team Duals, 42-36, The Redskins topped the
Dragons for third, 42-24.



StiLEs StePs Away

Union Local football coach Bruce Stiles has .
announced his retirement/12
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Zeps Secure
1A/2A Crown

By KIM NORTH

For The Intelligencer

WELLSBUR -
Shenandoah had never
won an Ohio Valley Ath-
letic Conference
wrestling championship,
The key word being
never.

. Thursday night faside
Brooke High School, the
third-seeded Zeps
claimed their first title By
rallying past top-seeded
Linsly, 39-33, in the Bill
Hinegardner Class
1A/2A champioaship
match. The title came
less than 24 hours after
they were knocked out of
the Ohio High School
Athletic Association’s
Division III Region 22
Team Duals by OVAC
rival Barnesville.

“We've had a rough
week with a lot of trav-
el,” Shenandoah head
coach Jesse Wells said,
“We went an hour-and-
45-minutes south to Nel-
sonville-York Wednes-

_day night and then came
an hour-and-45-minutes
north to wrestle a good

Caldwell and Linsly
teams. We're very
happy. I'm very proud of
our kids.”

Linsly, which was the
Class 3A event a year
ago for its first OYAC
mat crown, led 33-27
after Chance Knight
pinned his oplgonent at
195 pounds. But back-
to-back pins by Dalton
Rice (220) and Easton
Hitchens (285) powered
the Zeps to the title.

“QOur big guys are real-
ly good, but so are our
little guys,” Wells noted.
“We've got a good all-
around team.”

Linsly head coach
Brian Valentine, despite
the loss, was happy with
his team’s performance.

“It was a great match.
The kids fought hard all
the way,” he said. “They
(Shenandoah) have a
solid team. They moved
their lineup around just
enough to beat us. They
came out on top.”

Vic Giovengo (170)

Please See ZEPS, Page §

. . ‘ Photo by Kim North
Steubenville's Anlhonﬁ Rice defends against St. Clairsville’s COrey Naylor during their 145-pound
t

match at Thursday nig

Steubenville Cruises To
Dual Meet Championship

for ‘Steobenville, with two of those blood round at the OVAC Tourgm—

's OVAC Bill Hinegardner Dual Meet Wrestling Champlonsh?p in Wellsburg.

Rin RaA ralline
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WELLSBUR -
Shenandoah had never
won an Ohio Valley Ath-
letic Conference
wrestling championship.
The key word being
never.

Thursday night inside
Brooke High School, the
third-seeded chs
claimed their first title by
rallying past top-seeded
Linsly, 39-33, in the Bill
Hinegardner Class
IA/2A championship
match. The title came
less than 24 hours after
they were knocked out of
the Ohio High School
Athletic Association’s
Division III Region 22
Team Duals by OVAC
rival Barnesville.

“We’'ve had a rough
week with a lot of trav-
el,” Shenandoah head
coach Jesse Wells said.
“We went an hour-and-
45-minutes south to Nel-
sonville-York Wednes-
day night and then came

" an hour-and-45-minutes
north to wrestle a good

LEILIILY. ¥wWe I very !
happy. I'm very proud of |
our kids.”

Linsly, which was the
Class 3A event a year
ago for its first OVAC
mat crown, led 33-27
after Chance Knight |
pinned his opgonent at
195 pounds. But back-
to-back pins by Dalton
Rice (220} and Easton
Hitchens (285) powered
the Zeps to the title.

“QOur big guys are real-
ly good, but so are our
hittle guys,” Wells noted.
“We've got a good all- |
around team.” '

Linsly head coach
Brian Valentine, despite
the Ioss, was happy with
his team’s performance,

“It was a great match.
The kids fought hard all
the way,” he said. “They
(Shenandoah) have a
solid team. They moved
their ]incug around just
enough to beat us. They |
came out on top.” 5

Vic Giovengo (170)

Please See ZEPS, Page 8

Photo by Kim North |

Linsly's Manauel Suita earns a pin in the 182- |
pound weight class against Shenandoah’s Chan-
dler Warner on Thursday night.

Steubenville's Anthonﬁ Rice defends against St. Clairsville’s COre
t's OVAC Bili Hinegardner Dual Meet Wrestli

match at Thursday nig

Photo by Kim North

y Naylor during their 145-pound
ng Championship in Wellsburg,

Steubenville Cruises To

Dual Meet Championship

Big Red rallies
after elimination
at Ohio tourney

By KIM NORTH
. For The Intelligencer
WELLSBURG — Steubenville
isn’t used to losing in anything.
Following Wednesday night’s
eliminntion from the Ohio High
School Athletic Association Division
1T Wrestling Dual Team Tournament
by nemesis Claymont, top-seeded
Big Red took no prisoners in repeat-
ing as Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence Class 4A champions Thursday
night inside Brooke High School. -
Steubenville defeated No. 4 Oak
Glen ,54-135, in the semifinals before
rolling past second-seeded St.
Clairsville, 54-12, for the title.
The championship was the eighth

for Steubenville, with two of those
coming in Class 5A.,
“(Wednesday) night was definite-

ly hard. Claymont is a great team-

and we were setup this year to have a
really good dual team, but a lot of
injuries have hurt us,” Steubenville
coach Mike Blackburn said. “That
loss last night was definitely a hard
one to take, and we came out slug-
gish in the first dual, We didn’t
wrestle very well and we talked to
them between the matches. They
definitely came out fired up for the
second match.”

Indeed they did.

After yielding a forfeit at 106 to
St. Clairsville’s Josh Denoble, Big

Red ran off 11 straight victories -

four by decisions, three by forfeits,
and another trio by pins — in racing
to a 48-6 lead before the Red Dev-
ils* Justice McCamick halted the run

. with a pin in 1:59 at 220.

“Justice lost a close match in the

blood round at the OVAC Touma-
ment to a kid from East Liverpool in
overtime who ended up getting -
third,” St. Clairsville coach Joel San-
sone said. “When Justice saw where
that kid placed, that light finally
went off and he said ‘I can do this.”
He wrestled great at the Brooke
Classic, Placing fourth. Honestly, we
would of been happy with him plac-
ing sixth, but he came back and
wrestled hard.

“He’s starting to believe he can
beat anybody that steps on the mat
with him_ That’s the key to success.”

Winning by decisions were Pey-
ton Blasko (113), Zane Minella
{132), David Tuttle (170} and Keith
Bodnar (195), while OVAC Touma-
ment titlist Anthony Rice (145),
Michael Gray (152), Ohio State Uni-
versity recruit Jashon Hubbard (160)
and Tyler Ely (285) all pinned their

Please See STEUBENVILLE
Page'8
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(Continued from Page 7)

received a forfeit

that jump-started

the Cadets’ late rally. That was fol- ;

lowed by
and Knight.

pins by Manuel Suita (182)

“We were a little short-handed -

(Thursday), b

ut the

kids wrestled theijr

butts off. “That's all I can ask for,”
Valentine added, ) )
In the semifinals, Linsly dispatched

Cameron, 48-21, w
repeated a win over
3 Team Duals, 42-36. The ‘

topped the Dragons for
third, 42.24,

the OHSAA
Redskins

hile Shenandoah
Caldwell from
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"(Continued from Page 7)

Opponents, Receiving for-
feits were Tyler Muldrew
(120), Bin Murray (126)
and Hezekiah Scurry
(182

“Hopeful]y, (this) pre-
pared us some for the
Upcoming POStseasoqn,”
Blackburp said, “We've
80t a rough road ahead of
us.”

Meanwhi]e, Sansone g

hoping his yYoung squad F

Uses the Joss as learning
tool,

“We're here to get bet-
ter,” he said, “There’s a

couple of guys thar com-
peted, but there'y & few
that didn’t ang we’ll talk
about that ip Practice. Ajj
I want them tg do is go
out there ang Compete,
This isn’t sectionals, djs-
tricts or states, This is the
fime we’ye got to go
harder ang £et better.”

St. Clairsville defeated
third-seeded i

Glen,
50-29, in the third-place
match,



