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Monarchs
win 5A title

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

pockets first

MOUNDSVILLE - Suffice to
say, John Marshall puts a little
extra emphasis on the OVAC Bill
Hinegardner Dual Meet Champi-
onship event,

It's not just another event dur-
ing the season for the Monarchs.
Alfter all, they host the event at the
Moundsville Field House and,
above all, the event is named for
the man who helped build the
Monarchs’ program into one of
the area’s and the state of West
Virginia’s most respected.

Add all that up and it was eas
to see why veteran head coacg
Ted Zervos and his squad were
overly excited Wednesday
evening when they hoisted the
championship trophy after hand-
ing defending champion Indian
Creek a 43-20 setback for the
school’s ninth conference title.

“The kids wrestled tremendous-
ly and I am so proud of them,”
Zervos said. “Coach Hinegardner
is a legend and he's created the
tradition in wrestling that we con-
tinue to have, He's a volunteer
assistant with our program still
and the boys respect him
immensely.”

The conference title is the Mon-
archs’ first since 2012,

In the title match, the Monarchs
prevailed in eight of the 14
matches. Where Zervos was espe-
cially plensed with the way his
team capitalized on bonus-point
opportunities.

ey started that process imme-
diately when Ethan Gray (106)
and Izac Babiczuk (113) recorded
pins, which set the state for Jordan
Wood to record bonus points by
virtue of a major decision at 120.
The Monarchs made it 23-0 when




LINSLY'S NICK Falbo sits out against Barnesville's Braylan Clouse
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pound match Wednesday night inside the Moundsville Junior High Field House. Clouse
won, 2-1, but the Cadets captured the OVAC Bill Hinegardner Class 3A Dual Mest

Championship.

Linsly pockets first
3A wrestling crown

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

MOUNDSVILLE -~ Entering Wednesay
evening, Linsly School — one of the OVAC's
charter members — had claimed a conference
best 213 championships in its illustrious histo-

However, none of those championship had
come in the sport of wrestling.

That's no longer the case, however.

On the strength of a Gage Giovengo pin at
283 pounds, the Cadets celebrated their first
mat title thanks to a hard-eamned 42-37 victory
against defending champion Barnesville in the
Class 3A championship bout of the OVAC
Bill Hinegardner Dual Meet Championships
held at the Moundsville Field House.

“I can’t put into words how proud 1 am of
these kids and this coaching staff,” Linsly
head coach Brian Valentine said. “They
earned this tonight.” .

While it was Giovengo, who is now 36-0
on the season, who officially pushed the
Cadets over the top, it was back-to-back pins

at 170 and 182 by Vic Giovengo and Joe Zac-
cirey, respectively, that set the stage for the
Cadets to be able to play their ultimate trump
card in the 285-pound bout.

“Gage has been a gamer all year,” Valentine
said. “He’s a heck of an asset to our team.”

Vic Giovengo posted a pin at the 1:23 mark
and Zaccirey built off of that momentum with
a fall at the 50 second mark.

“The pin at 182 is what really allowed us to
win this dual,” Valentine said. “That was a
huge pin by Zaccirey.”

Barnesville bounced back, however, with a
pin from senior standout Caide Bunfill at the
1:45 mark at 195 and then Zach Meade put
the Shamrocks on top by one with a pin at
1:57.

However, Giovengo, who won the OVAC
individual title last month, posted a pin with
just nine seconds to go in the first period to
close out the match. ‘

There was no added pressure for the elder
Giovengo because he’d been in that situation
before.

See, LINSLY, Page B2
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sey, John Marshail puts a little
extra emphasis on the OVAC Bill
Hinegardner Dual Meet Champi-
onship event.

It's mot just another event dur-
ing the season for the Monarchs.
After all, they host the event at the
Moundsville Field House and,
above all, the event is named for
the man who helped build the
Monarchs’ program into one of
the area’s and the state of West
Virginia's most respected.

Add all that up and it was easy
to see why veteran head coach
Ted Zervos and his squad were
overly excited Wednesday
evening when they hoisted the
championship trophy after hand-
ing defending champion Indian
Creek a 43-20 setback for the
school’s ninth conference title.

“The kids wrestled tremendous-
ly and I am so proud of them,”
Zervos said. “Coach Hinegardner
is a legend and he’s created the
tradition in wrestling that we con-
tinue to have. He's a volunteer
assistant with our program still
and the boys respect him
immensely.”

The conference title is the Mon-
archs’ first since 2012,

In the title match, the Monarchs
prevailed in eight of the 14

iches. Where Zervos was espe-
cially pleased with the way his
team capitalized on bonus-point
opportunities,

They started that process imme-
diately when Ethan Gray (106)
and Izac Babiczuk (113) recorded
pins, which set the state for Jordan
Wood to record bonus points by
virtue of a major decision at 120.
The Monarchs made it 23-0 when
Dakoyta Thatcher received a for-
feit at 126. :

Additional bonus points came
at 170 thanks to a pin from Chas
McCool and at 195 when Bran-
don Durrah posted a win by fall.

“Whether they won or lost,
everyone stepped up and played a
role,” Zervos explained. “Guys
who lost made sure they scored
somewhere, 50 we only gave up a
decision and on the other end,
when we won, we made sure we
picked up bonus points.”

Not counting a forfeit, John
Marshall only lost a match that
involved bonus points at 132
points.

“We had an idea where we
needed to be at a certain point and
what matchups we wanted to cre-
ate,” Zervos noted. “There wasn't
necessarily a certain weight class,
but having the ability to get the
matchups we wanted was big for
us'ﬂ :

To get to the title match, the
Monarchs took down rival Wheel-
ing Park, 44-25.

Ses, MONARCHS, Page B2
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By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

MOUNDSVILLE ~ Suffice to
say, John Marshall puts a'little extra
emphasis on the OVAC Bill Hinegard-
ner Dual Championship event.

It’s not just another event during the
season for the Monarchs. They host
the event at the Moundsville Field
House and, above all, the event is
named for the man who helped build
the Monarchs’ program into one of the
area’s and the state of West Virginia's
most respected,

Add all that up and it was easy to
see why veteran coach Ted Zervos and
his squad were overly excited Wednes-
day evening when they hoisted the
championship trophy after handing
defending champion Indian Creek a
43-20 setback for the school’s ninth
conference title.

“The kids wrestled tremendously
and 1 am so proud of them,” Zervos
said. “Coach Hinegardner is a legend
and he’s created the tradition in
wrestling that we continue to have.
He’s a volunteer assistant with our
program still and the boys respect him
immensely.”

The conference title is the Monarch-
s’ first since 2012,

In the title match, the Monarchs pre-
vailed in eight of the 14 matches.
Where Zervos was especially pleased
with the way his team capitalized on
bonus-point opportunities,

They started that process immedi-
ately when Ethan Gray (106) and Izac
Babiczuk (113) recorded pins, which
set the state for Jordan Wood to record
bonus points by virtue of a major deci-
sion at 120. The Monarchs made it
23-0 when Dakoyta Thatcher received
aforfeit at 126,

Additional bonus

- 170 tharks to a pin from Chas
McCool and at 195 when Brandon
Durrah posted a win by fall.

“Whether they won or lost, every-
one stepped up and played a role,”
Zervos said. “Guys who lost made sure
they scored somewhere, so we only
gave up a decision and on the other
end, when we won, we made sure we
picked up bonus points.”

Not counting a forfeit, John Mar-

*shall only lost a match that involved
bonus points at 132 points. '

“We had an idea where we needed
to be at a certain point and what
matchups we wanted to create,” Zer-

points came at

- JM Defeats Creek for

vos said. “There wasn’t necessarily a
certain weight class, but having the
ability to get the matchups we wanted
was big for us.”

To get o the title match, the Mon-
archs took down rival Wheeling Park,
44-25,

“We're fortunate to have our start-
ing lineup in place for the first time
this year,” Zervous said. “I like what
we've got. Hopefully, the kids got a
taste of what it’s like to win somethi;ll%
other than just a dual meet and I thi
it will go over well with them and
thegl'li work that much harder.”

the consolation match, Wheeling
Park bounced back to claim third place
thanks to a 50-30 victory against

Brooke.
Bask‘etha!l

Girls
Little General Shootont
(at Charleston Civic Center)
Wheeling Park 75
George Washington 56
CHARLESTON — Josie Daugher-

ty hit five 3-pointers en route to 25.

oints for a game-high as Wheeling

ark defeated George Washington.
Emily Pavlic was also solid for the
Patriots {14-6) as she contributed 13
goints including three baskets from

chind the arc. Emma Kendle was
solid with eight points while Kylie
McKennen had seven.

_ For the Patriots of Kanawha Coun-
ty, Katie Darnell led the way with 16
points while Lauren Harmison had 14
and Dee McMillen netted 10,

Regular Season
Cameron 44, Valley 32
PINE GROVE — "Cameron

outscored Valley 23-7 in the final
qQuarter as the Dragons ran away with a
victory. Kelsie Meintel led the way for
the Dragons with 18 points while
Courtney Walker hod {2,

For the Lumberjills, Sophie Palmer
led the way with 14 points. :

Tygarts Valley 58, Paden City 55

MILL CREEK - Tygarts Valley

-overcame a 25-6 first guarter deficit to

defeat Paden City. Ab C?r Lanham led
the way for the Bulldogs with 23
points while Abby Harris had 12.

For the Wildcats (5-14) Alli Suter
had a team-high 12 points, Hannah
Il..gy Netted 11 and Paige’ Leonardghad

Boys
Little General Shootout
(at Charleston Civic Center)

5A Title

George Washington 50
Wheeling Park 38

CHARLESTON ~ George Wash-
ington held Wheeling Park to 13 -
gomts in the second half to break a 25-

5 tie at halftime to gain a victory.
Bunky Brown was the lone Patriot
(14-4) with 14 points.

For the Ohio County Patriots (7-
11); Rhett Schodzinski secured 14
ﬂ)ints including four 3&p0inters.

azei Mosby and Keondre’ King
were just shy of double figures. Mosby
tallied eight points and King had

seven.
Regulay Season
Hundred 63, Beallsvile 48

HUNDRED -~ Tyler Noris tallied
a double-double with 10 points and 15
rebounds as-Hundred defeated
Beallsville. Danny Stewart stuffed the
stat sheets as he compiled 28 points,
nine rebounds, five steals and four
assists. Travis McCoy also grabbed 15
rebounds,

For the Blue Devils, Dakota Phillips
had a team-high 16 points and Wyatt
Brown netted 11,

Cambridge 70, St. Clairsville 61

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Cambridge
used a strong third quarter to defeat St.
Clairsville. Alex Masinelli led the
Bobcats with 24 5points while Trent
Valeatine added 15. '

Matt Busby led St. Clairsville (6-
12) with 18 points. Michael Scarnec-
chia lproduced 15 points for the Red
Devils.

Parkersburg Catholic 74
Tyler Consolidated 60

SISTERSVILLE - Parkersburg
Catholic improved to 13-6, while
Tyler Consolidated fell to 5-14 in a
home loss,

Parkersburg Catholic was led b
Logan Plummer and AJ. Collins witg
13 each, while Ryan Roedersheimer
and Austin Sweeney both added 12.

Jace Reed paced Tyler with a game-
high 23 points, followed by Nate Lan-
caster with 10. '

Trinity 42, Cameron 41
(at Morgantown)

MORGANTOWN — Trinity post-
ed a 13-6 third quarter, which proved
to be the difference in a one-point win
over Cameron.

Trey Rouit delivered 21 points, 13
rebounds and six steals to garner dou-
ble-double honors for Cameron,

Joseph Zini tallied 10 for Trinity.

LINSLY

(Continued from Page 13)
While it was Giovengo, who is
now 36-0 on the season, who offi-
cially pushed the Cadets over the
top, it was back-to-back pins at 170
and 182 by Vic Giovengo and Joe
Zaccirey, respectively, that set the
stage for the Cadets to be able to
play their ultimate trump card in the

285-pound bout. .
“Gage has been a gamer all

Barnesville bounced back, how-
ever, with a pin from senior stand-
out Caide Bunfill at the 1:45 mark
at 195 and then Zach Meade put the
Shamrocks on top by one with a pin
at 1:57.

However, Giovengo, who won
the OVAC individual title last
month, posted a pin with just nine
seconds 1o go in the first period to
close out the match. i

was definitely one of them,”

Along with the pins, the Cadets
built an early lead thanks to Bar-
nesville forfeits in three of the first
four weight classes.

In the fourth, the Shamrocks
gained a forfeit. Senior standout
Tommy Curtin was also a winner
by forfeit at 138 pounds.

Both teams won seven matches,

hit ¥ incli’c all fomma srin Hhn wic ..
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43-20 setback for the school’s ninth
conference title,

“The kids wrestled tremendously
and T am so proud of them,” Zervos
said, “Coach glinefardner is a legend
and he’s created the tradition in
wrestling that we continue to have.
He’s a volunteer assistant with our
program still and the boys respect him
immensely.”

The conference title is the Monarch-
8 first since 2012,

In the title match, the Monarchs pre-

vailed in eight of the 14 matches.
Where Zervos was especially pleased
with the way his team capifahized on
bonus-point opportunities,
- They started that process immedi-
ately when Ethan Gray (106) and Izac
Babiczuk (113) recorded pins, which
set the state for fordan Wood to record
bonus points by virtue of a major deci-
sion at 120. The Monarchs made it
23-0 when Dakoyta Thatcher received
a forfeit at 126,

Additional bonus points came at

« 170 thanks to a pin from Chas
McCool and at 195 when Brandon
Durrah posted a win by fall.

“Whether they won or lost, every-
one stepped up and played a role,”
Zervos said. “Guys who lost made sure
they scored somewhere, so we only
gave up a decision and on the other
end, when we won, we made sure we
picked up bonus points.”

Not counting a forfeit, John Mar-
*shall only lost a match that involved
bonus points at 132 points.

“We had an idea where we needed
to be at a certain point and what
matchups we wanted to create,” Zer-

AFAINCLEFGEL

Girls
Little General Shootout
(at Charleston Civic Center)
Wheeling Park 75
George Washington 56
CHARLESTON — Josie Daugher-

ty hit five 3-pointers en route to 25

Boints for a game-high as Wheeling
ark defeated George Washington.
Emily Pavlic was also solid for the
Patriots (14-6} as she contributed 13
goims inciuding three baskets from

chind the arc. Emma Kendle was
solid with eight points while Kylie
McKennen had seven.

For the Patriots of Kanawha Coun-
ty, Katie Darnell led the way with 16
points while Lauren Harmison had 14
and Dee McMillen netted 10,

Regular Season

Cameron 44, Valley 32

PINE GROVE — Cameron
outscored Valley 23-7 in the final
quarter as the Dragons ran away with a
victory. Kelsie Meintel led the way for
the Dragons with 18 points while
Courtney Watker had 12.

For the Lumberjills, Sophie Palmer
led the way with 14 points.

Tygarts Valley 58, Paden City 55

MILL CREEK -— Tygarts Valley

.overcame a 25-6 {irst quarter deficit to

defeat Paden City. Abby Lanham led
the way for the Bulldogs with 23
points while Abby Harris had 12,

For the Wildcats (5-14) Alli Suter
had a team-high 12 points, Hannah
Lgy Netted 11 and Paige' Leonardghad
10.

Boys
Little General Shootout
(at Charleston Civic Center)

IEDOUNAs as - HUNArea deteated
Beallsville. Danny Stewart stuffed the
stat sheets as he compiled 28 points,
nine rebounds, five steals and four
assists. Travis McCoy also grabbed 15
rebounds.

For the Blue Devils, Dakota Phillips
had a team-high 16 points and Wyatt
Brown netted 11.

Cambridge 70, St. Clairsville 61

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Cambridge
used a strong third quarter to defeat St.
Clairsville. Alex Masinelli led the
Bobcats with 24 points while Trent
Valentine added 15.

Matt Bushy led St. Clairsville (6-
12) with 18 points. Michael Scarnec-
chia Hproduccd 15 points for the Red

5.

Dev
Parkersburg Cathelic 74
Tyler Consolidated 60

SISTERSVILLE — Parkersburg
Catholic improved to 13-6, while
Tyler Consolidated fell to 5-14 in a
home loss.

Parkersburg Catholic was led by
Logan Plummer and A.J. Collins with
13 each, while Ryan Roedersheimer
and Austin Sweeney both added 2.

Jace Reed paced Tyler with a game-
high 23 points, followed by Nate Lan-
caster with 10.

Trinity 42, Cameron 41
. {at Morgantown)

MORGANTOWN — Trinity post-
ed a 13-6 third quarter, which proved
to be the difference in a one-point win
over Cameron.

Trey Routt delivered 21 points, 13
rebounds and six steals to garner dou-
ble-double honors for Cameron.

Joseph Zini tallied 10 for Trinity.

LINSLY

(Continued from Page 13)

While it was Giovengo, who is
now 36-0 on the season, who offi-
cially pushed the Cadets over the
top, it was back-to-back pins at 170
and 182 by Vic Giovengo and Joe
Zaccirey, respectively, that set the
stage for the Cadets to be able to
play their ultimate tramp card in the
283-pound bout,

“Gage has been a gamer gll
year,” Valentine said. “He’s a heck

* of an asset to our team.”

Vic Giovengo posted a pin at the
1:23 mark and Zaccirey built off of
that momentom with a fall at the 50
second mark, "

“The pin at 182 is what really
aflowed us to win this dual,” Valen-
tine said. “That was a huge pin by
Zaccirey,”

Brooke.

e Mlonarchs

Continued from Page B1

“We're fortunate to have our starting lineup in place for
the first time this year,” Zervous said. “T like what we’ve
got. Hopefully, the kids got a taste of what it's like to win
something other than just a dual meet and I think it will go
over well with them and they’ll work that much harder.”

’ In the consolation match, Wheeling Park bounced back
to claim third place thanks to a 50-30 victory against

Barnesville bounced back, how-
ever, with a pin from senior stand-
out Caide Buniill at the 1:45 mark
at 195 and then Zach Meade put the
Shamrocks on top by one with a pin
at 1:57,

However, Giovengo, who won
the OVAC individual title last
month, posted a pin with just nine
seconds to go in the first period to
close out the match. '

There was no added pressure for
the elder Giovengo because he'd
been in that situation before.

“We've had a lot of close match-
es and I've had a lot of them come
down to the heavyweight, so I felt
confident,” Gage Giovengo said.
“This (OVACQC) title means a lot
since we’'ve never done this before.
F've had a bunch of goals and this

was definitely one of them.”

Along with the pins, the Cadets
built an early lead thanks to Bar-
nesville forfeits in three of the first
four weight classes,

In the fourth, the Shamrocks
gained a forfeit. Senior standout
Tommy Curtin was also a winner
by forfeit at 138 pounds.

Both teams won seven matches,
but Linsly’s all came via the pin or
forfeit.

Linsly advanced to the champi-
onship match thanks to a hard-
earned 41-38 victory against Mag-
nokia.

The Shamrocks, meanwhile, dis-
patched Bellaire, 39-30,

In the consolation match, the
Blue Eagles soared past the Big
Reds, 53-135, to claim third place.
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‘Tigersv
defend

Crown

+ Shadyside nips
Madonna, 36-33,
in Class 1A/2A

By KIM NORTH
Times Leadar Sports Writer

BiLL HINEGARDNER DuAL MEET CH

WELLSBURG - The “Big Orange,
Machine,” aka the Shadyside wrestling team,
continued its successful season as it rallied past
top-seeded Madonna, 36-33, Thursday night at
Brooke High School to capture its third QVAC
Bill Hinegarder Dual Meet Championship in

| T-L Photo/KIM Ni
the last four years. ) SHADYSIDE’S DONNIE Meadows pins Madonna's Ryan Ekey in the third perioi

“Coming into this match I knew it was going give the Tigers a thrill-packed, 36-33, declsion Thursday night in the OVAC Bill H
to be tight,” Shadyside head coach Sean Grinch - gardner Class 1A/2A Dual Meset Championships at Brooke High School.

sald. “We didn’t have Billy (Johnson) in the
lineup today, so I knew it was going to be nip-
and-tuck and it was probably going to come
down to the heavyweights.

“We needed to win every head-to-head

match, and we had some tough matches.” SHADYSIDE'S
Donnie Meadows’ pin at 4-minutes, 57-sec- JOSH Kahl look
onds of the 285-pound match decided the match * for back points
in which Shadyside led 21-6 after six of the 14 befors pinning
weight classes, only to watch the Blue Dons take a Madonna's Alec
33-30 lead with one bout left. The Tigers’ senior Cook at 132
standout, who has missed most of the season with pounds. The wil
injuries suffered in football, trailed 2-0 after two avenged & loss
periods before getting an escape to start the third the OgVAC T
period. He then recorded a takedown and put our-
Madonna’s Ryan Ekey on his back, nament finals.
“It was pretty intense. I knew all I had to do
was pin him,” Meadows said. “There was a lot
of pressure on me, but I'm used to it. I've been
in that situation before and came through.” T-L Photo/KIM NORTF

See, TIGERS, Page B2
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team,
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SHADYSIDE'S DONNIE Meadows pins Madonna's Ryan Ekey in the third period to
going give the Tigers a thrill-packed, 36-33, decision Thursday night in the OVAC Bill Hine-

‘rintﬁh gardner Class 1A/2A Dual Meet Championships at Brooke High School.

s nip- T |
-ome
head :
SHADYSIDE'S
'_sec- JOSH Kahl looks
natch W for back points
1e 14 | before pinning
ake a Madonna's Alsc
enior Cook at 132
with pounds. The win
[ two avenged a loss in
jﬂllff{ the OVAC Tour-
P nament finals.
‘o do
a lot
been
T-L Photo/KIM NORTH

Big Red
blanks
Devils
in 4A

PEASLEE .
For The Times Leader

WELLSBURG -
The Steubenville
wrestling team earned
ils 28th dual meet vie-
tory of the season on
Thursday. More impor-
tantly, it was Big Red’s
seventh conseuctive
Bill Hinegardner
OVAC Dual Meet title.

After capturing the
5A crown a year ago,
Steubenville shut out
St. Clairsville, 70-0, in
the 4A championship at
Brooke High School.

“It’s pretty much
what we expect,”
Steubenville coach
Mike Blackburn said.
“We have a nice, young
team, but they definite-

ly have matured quick. -

We're wrestling reaily
well right now. We
have a couple of injured
and a couple of guys
out for other reasons,
We've been pretty
good, dual wise, all sea-
son.”

To get to the champi-
onship, Big Red defeat-
ed Weir High, 53-16,
in the semifinal, St.
Clairsville defeated
Harrison Central, 34-
27, in the other semifi-
nal.

See, BIG , Page B2
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With less than 10 days of practice, Meadows admitted
: 'he was 4 bit winded. 4
- “Oh my. I'was pretty spent,” he said. “But when [ got
him on his back I knew I could finish him.”

Grinch was very pleased with Meadows' effort.

“He’s maybe got a week-and-a-half of practice under
his belt, but he found a way to win a match in a pressure
situation and he’s losing,” Grinch praised. “He needs to
win that match for us to win. For him to get a pin like that
in dramatic fashion was a great way toend a great dual.

“Give Madonna credit because they battled back and
took the lead, forcing us to pin their kid to win jt.”

Madonna head coach Ray Pernell was more than
pleased with his Ekey’s effort, ,

“When you're asKing a 219-pound kid to go out there
and wrestle a kid that’s 250 or more, he did a great job,
He knew what was on his shoulder’s and he gave it every-
thing he had,” Pernell said. “It was exciting.”

Shadyside sprinted to a early lcad thanks to pins by
Greg Quinn (120), Josh Kahl (132) and Cody Hawthorne
(145}, a decision by Collin Hunter (138); and a forfeit
win by Jacson Muldrew (126).

Quinn, a returning Division III state runnerup,
improved to 39-1 with his 1:18 fall of Roman Baird
which made it 6-6 after Madonna’s Austin Macek was
awarded a forfeit at 106. Both teams forfeited at 113,
Muldrew, another D-II returning state qualifier, won by
walkover to make it 12-6 and Kahl’s 3:37 dramatic pin of
Alec Cook bumped the count to 18-6.

“Josh had a re-match with the kid that beat him in the
OVAC finals and he wrestled an outstanding mateh ...
even getting the pin,” Grinch said of his senior 4-year let-
terman. “Outstanding match.”

Kahl said he’s had this re-match circled on his calendar.

“That was an awesome redemption match. I've been
waiting for that one since he beat me at OVACs,” Xahl
said of the 3-2 defeat in suffered in late January. “T was
more relaxed tonight. There wasn’t as much pressure as
there was that night. ‘

“This feels good to win this again as a team.”

Hunter’s 9-6 decision over Vince Pulice was his 100th
career victory and gave the Tigers a 21-6 bulge.
Hzéwtléome, a returning Division-III state qualifier, made
it 27-6.

After the Blue Dons cut the deficit to 27-12 via a for-
feit to Phillip Good at 152, Will Brown got Shadyside
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ST. CLAIRSVILLE’'S Donte Vincenzo compete:
against Harrison Central’s Jacob Howard during thei
138-pound match Thursday night in an OVAC Bi
Hinegardner Class 4A semifinal. Vincenzo prevaile:

by major decision, 17-4.

* Big
Continued from Page B1

Steubenville dominated
the championship lineup
from start to finish, begin-
ning with Peyton Blasko’s
technical fall ever Ethan
Bethel at 106 pounds and
ending with Tyler Ely’s pin
of Trey Delguzzo at 285
pounds,

For Big Red, Blasko
(106), Michael Gray (}32),
Anthony Rice (138),
Jashon Hubbard (145),
Peyton Tuttle (160), Drone
Moore (220) and Ely .(285)
picked up two victeries on
the mat. .

“We have guys coming
in to fill in for certain spots
and they went 2-0 tonight,”
Blackburn said.

“You can’t ask for any-
thing better than that.
They're able to get focused
and get the job done. We
have depth and we didn’t
miss a beat. It’s kind of
contagious. Once you get
rolling, the next guy up
waits to be a part of what

the team is doing.”
Steubenville only had t
forfeit at 113 pounds on tht
night, though Weir and St
Clairsville aiso forfeited a
that spot, too. )
Big Red is back in actior
on Tuesday facing of
against Buckeye Local anc
Bridgeport in Connorville.
“We just need to ge
healthy and make sure
we're OK,” Blackburn said
“We'll try to slow it down ¢
bit and not be so rough ir
practice. We have a gooc
group of kids and we have
to get them to realize thal
there is still a lot out there
to accomplish this season.”
After falling te
Steubenville in the semifi-
nal, the Red Riders went on
to defeat Harrison Central.
58-24, behind pins from
Caleb Rea (126), Blaze
Cain (132), Dustin Lengyel
{138), Reese Wills (143),
Nathan Fields (182) and
Quent Thornton (195).



OVAC Title

Tigers rally past
Madonna, 36-33

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer
WELLSBURG - The
“Big Orange Machine,”
aka the  Shadyside
wrestling team, continued
its successful season as it
rallied past top-seeded
Madonna, 36-33, Thurs-
day night at Brooke High
School to capture its third
OVAC Bill Hinegardner
Dual Meet Championship
in the last four years.

“Coming into this match
I knew it was going to be
tight,” Shadyside coach
Sean Grinch said. “We
didn’t have Billy (John-
son) in the lineup today, so
I knew it was going to be
nip-and-tuck and it was
probably going to come
down to the heavyweights,

“We neceded to win
every head-to-head match,
and we had some tough
matches.”

Donnie Meadows’ pin at
4-minutes, 57-seconds of
the 285-pound match

decided the match in
which Shadysiqe led 21-6
after six of the 14 weight
classes, only to watch the
Blue Dons take a 33-30
lead with one bout left.
The Tigers’ senior stand-
out, who has missed most
of the season with injuries
suffered in football, trailed
2-0 after two periods
before getting an escape to
start the third period. He
then recorded a takedown
and put Madonna's Ryan
Ekey on his back.

“It was pretty intense. I
knew all I had to do was
pin him,” Meadows said.
“There was a lot of pres-
sure on me, but I'm used
to it. I've been in that situ-
ation before and came
through.”

With less than 10 days
of practice, Meadows
admitted he was a bit
winded.

“Oh my. I was pretty
spent,” he said. “But when
I got him on his back I
knew ] could finish him.”

Please See OVAC, Page 10
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Fhoto by Kim North

Shadyside's Greg Quinn looks for back points against
Madonna's Roman Baird during Thursday night's
OVAC Bill Hinegardner Dual Meet Champloriships
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Steubenville Shuts Out

By MATTHEW PEASLEE
For The Intellighencer

WELLSBURG - The
Steubenville wrestling team eamed
its 28th dual meet victory of the
season on Thursday. More impor-
tantly, it was Big Red’s seventh
conseuctive Biﬁ Hinegardner
OVAC Dual Meet title.

After capturing the 5A crown a
year ago, Stewbenville shut out St
Clairsville, 70-0, in the 4A cham-
vionship at Brooke High School.

“It’s pretty much what we
:xpect,” said Steubenville coach
Viike Blackburn,

“We have a nice, young team,
ut they definitely have matured
juick. We're wrestling really well

right now. We have & couple of
injured and a couple of guys out
for other reasons, We've been
pretty good, dual wise, all season.”

To get to the championship, Big
Red defeated Weir High, 53-1 6, in
the semifinal, St. Clairsville
defeated Harrison Central, 34-27,
in the other semifinal,

Steubenville dominated the
chamgionship lineup from start to
finish, beginning with Peyton
Blasko’s technical fall over Ethan
Bethel at 106 pounds and ending
with Tyler Ely’s pin of Trey Del-
guzzo at 285 pounds.

For Big Red, Blasko (106),
Michael Gray (132), Anthony
Rice (138), Jashon Hubbard

(145), Peyton Tuttle (1 60), Drone
Moore (220) and Ely (285) picked
up two victories on the mat,

“We have guys coming in to fil]
in for certain spots and they went
2-0,” Blackburn said. “You can’t
ask for anything better than that,
They’re able to get focused and get
the job done. We have depth and
we didn’t miss a beat. It’s kind of
contagious. Once you get roliing,
the next guy up wants to be a part
of what the team is doing.”

Steubenville only had to forfeit
at 113 pounds on the night, though
Weir and St. Clairsville also for-
feited at that spot, too,

Big Red is back in action on
Tuesday facing off against Buck-

St. C. for 5A Title

eye Local and Bridgeport in Con.
norville.

“We just need to get healthy and
make sure we're OK,” Blackbum
said.

“We'll try to slow it down a bit
and not be so rough in practice.
We have a good group of kids and
we have to get them to realize that
there is-still a lot out there to
accomplish this season.”

After falling to Steubenville in
the semifinal, the Red Riders went
on to defeat Harrison Central, 58-
24, behind pins from Caleb Rea
(126), Blaze Cain (132), Dustin
Lengyel (138), Reese Wiils (145),
Nathan Fields (182) and Quent
Thornton (195).

OVAC

(Continued from Page 9)
Grinch was very pleased

7ith Meadows’ effort.
“He’s maybe got a week-

nd-a-half of practice under |

is belt, but he found a way
» win & match in a pressure
tuation and he’s losing,”
rinch said. *He needs to
‘in that match for us to win,
or him to get a Ein like that
t dramatic fashion was a
reat way to end a great
1al,
“Give Madonna credit
:canse they battled back
d took the lead, forcing us
in their kid 10 win it.”
adonna head coach Ray
:rnell was more than
cased with his Ekey's
fort,
“When you're asking a
‘9-pound kid to go out
ire and wrestle a kid that's
‘0 or more, he did a great
). He knew what was on
i shoulder’s and he gave it
2rything he had,” Pernell
d. “It was exciting,”
Shadyside sprinfed to a
1y lead thanks to pins b
eg Quinn (120), Jos

Kahl (132) and Cody
Hawthorne (145); a deci-
sion by Collin Hunter
(138); and a forfeit win by
Jacson Muldrew (126).

Quinn, a returning Divi-
sion IIT state runnerup,
improved to 39-1 with his
1:18 fall of Roman Baird
which made it 6-6 after
Madonna’s Austin Macek
was awarded a forfeit at
106. Both teams forfeited at
113, Muldrew, another D-
I returnin]i state qualifier,
won by walkover to make it
12-6 and Kahl’s 3:37 dra-
matic pin of Alec Cook
bumped the count to 18-6,

“Josh had a re-match with
the kid that beat him in the
OVAC finals and he wres-
tled an outstanding match ...
éven getting the pin,”
Grinch said of his senior 4-
year letterman. “Qutstand-
ing match,”

Kahl said he's had this re-
match circled on his calen-
dar.

“That was an awesome
redemption match. I've been
waiting for that one since he
beat me at OVACSs,” Kahl

said of the 3-2 defeat in suf-
fered in late January. “T was
more relaxed tonight. There
wasn’t as much pressure as
there was that night.

“This feels good to win
this again as a team,”

Hunter's 9-6 decision
Over Vince Pulice was his
100th career victory and
gave the Tigers 2 21-6

ulge. Hawthorne, a return-
ing Division-III state quali-
fier, made it 27-6.

After the Blue Dons cut
the deficit to 27-12 via a
forfeit to Phiilip Good at
152, Will Brown got
Shadyside three more points
with a 7-2 decision over
Hunter Baird for a 30-12
margin,

Jacob Todd (170) earned
a forfeit and Zak Tokash's
pin of Taylor Prickett at 182
pulled the Blue Dons to
within 30-24. Donavan
Kirby (195) was awarded a
forfeit to tie the match
before Garrett Cook’s 4-0)
decision over Josh Robinson
at 220 gave Madonna a 33-

edge.
“I'm proud of the way the

kids battled back,” Pernel]
said. “We had some hiccups
here-and-there, but we just
have to keep our heads up.”

Third-seeded Shadyside
had upset No. 2 Caldwell,
58-18, in the semifinals as
Kahl, Hunter, Hawthorne,
Brown and Prickett all won
by pins. Muldrew had a
decision win and Quinn,
D.J. Hoge (126), Robinson
and Meadows all won by
forfeits.

The Tigers get no rest as
they will compete in the
Ohio High School Athletic
Association’s Division I1I
state dual meet champi-
onship Sunday at 1:15 p.m,
inside St. John Arena on the
campus of The Ohio State
University. The No. 7 seed
will face second-seeded Oak
Harbor in the guarterfinals,

Madonna advanced to the
finals with a 45-12 decision
over Bridgeport, Caldweil
nipped the Bulldogs, 37-36,
on Criteria E for third place.

Tyler Antonacci (126),
Tino Kusic (152) and Levi
Bryant (285) were double
winners for Bridgeport.

Bridgeport 36
Madonna 35

BRIDGEPORT -
Bridgeport held on for a
BArrow one-point victory
on its home floor against
visiting Madonna.

The Bulldogs- were led
by Kamden Dulesky with
16 points and Lauren Neer
with 12 on four 3-pointers,

Kasey Canei paced the
Blue Dons with 16 points,
while Andrea Alimario and
Kali Krynicki each tallied
nine.

Indian Creek 46,
Steubenville 45

STEUBENVILLE -
Indian Creek invaded
Steubenville and escaped
with a narrow one-point
victory.

Creek was led by Ashley
Yaich who accumulated 14
points, while teammate
Kacie Vandeborne turned
in 12 in the win,

Rhiannon Petrisko paced
the Big Red with 13 points,
followed by Maddison
Fields and Seana Ragusa
Wwho each netted nine.
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OVAC Dual Meet Championships Begin Today

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer

Four Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference titles will be deter-
mined this week as the Bill
Hindgardner Wrestling Dual
Meet Championships take place
today and Thursday.

Weigh-ins begin at 5 p.m.,
with wrestling slated un hour later
at both sites.

Today at the Moundsville Jun-
ior High Field House, the Class
3A and 5A titlists will be
crowned. On Thursday, the Class
1A/2A and Class 4A will be con-
tested at Brooke High School.

All four defending champions
are back to try and repeat. They
include Shadyside (1A/2A); Bar-
nesville (3A); Indian Creek (4A)
and Steubenville {5A), However,
the Redskins and Big Red have
ﬂi[[l;lﬂoned divisions this season,

Class 3A, top-seeded Linsly
{7-1) will meet No. 4 Magnolia
(8-11) in one semifinal, with No.
2 Barnesville (4-3) taking on
third-seeded Bellaire (3-2). The
two winners will meet 20 min-
utes following the cenclusion of
the last semifinal.

The Shamrocks defeated the
Cadets, 54-30, last year in the

JPOSR |

semifinals before taking out the
Blue Eagles, 42-35, in the finals.
Magnolia had defeated Tyler
Consolidated, 57-24, in the
semis. Linsly nipped Tyler, 37-
36, for third place,

In Class 5A, No. | Indian
Creek (5-0) faces fourth-seeded
Brooke (7-11) and second-seeded
Wheeling Park (12-3) meets rival
John Marshall (10-7) in semifinal
action. Those two winners will
also meet 20 minutes after the
conclusion of the last semifinal
for the title,

The Redskins won the 4A

crown last year by defeating Qak

Glen, 36-30. They had beat Edi-
s0n, 57-18, in the semis. The
Golden Bears, who aren’t eligible
this season, advanced by rolling
past Harrison Central, 51-18,

Parkersburg Scuth, which won
the Ron Mauck OVAC Tourna-
ment last month, also was ineligi-
ble this winter due to a lack of
OVAC matches.

In Class 4A, top-seeded
Steubenville (23-2) tangies with
No. 4 Weir (9-10), while No. 2
St. Clairsville (4-1) is paired with
third-seeded Harrison Central (4-
3

Big Red won the 5A title last

year by knocking off Parkersburg
South in the finals, 39-26. They
routed John Marshall, 63-9, in
the semis. The Wood County
Patriots decisioned Wheeling
Park in the semifinals. The Mon-
archs defeated the Ohio County
Patriots for third place.

In Class 1A/2A, third-seeded
Shadyside (3-2) is back to defend
its title. The Tigers will face No.
2 Caldwell (5-1), while top-seed-
ed Madonna (15-9) meets No. 4
Brigjgipon {2-4), which is in the
Final Four for the first time,

Admission at beth events is $6
for adults and $4 for students.

OVAC mat cham

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

Four Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence titles will be determined this
week as the Bill Hindgardner
Wrestling Dual Meet Championships
take place Wednesday and Thursday
nights on the West Virginia-side of
the Ohio River.

Weigh-ins begin at 5, with
wrestling slated an hour fater at both

sites.

On Wednesday at the Moundsvilie
Jurior High Field House, the Class
3A and 5A titlists will be crowned.
On Thursday, the Class 1A/2A and
Class 4A will be contested at Brooke
High School.

All four defending champions are
back to try and repeat. They include
Shadyside (1A/2A); Barnesville
(3A); Indian Creek (4A) and
Steubenville (5A). However, the

pions to be crowne

Redskins and Big Red have flip-
flopped divisions this season.

In Class 3A, top-seeded Linsly (7-
1) will meet No. 4 Mugnolia (8-11)
In one semifinal, with No. 2 Bar-

nesville (4-3) taking on third-seeded -

Bellaire (3-2). The two winners will
meet 20 minutes following the con-
clusion of the last semifinal.

The Shamrocks defeated the
Cadets, 54-30, last year in the semi-
finals before taking out the Blue

d this week

Eagles, 42-35, in the finals. Magno-
lia had defeated Tyler Consolidated,
57-24, in the semis. Linsly nipped
Tyler, 37-36, for third place,

In Class. 5A, No. 1 Indian Creek
{5-0) faces fourth-seeded Brooke (7- |
11) and second-seeded Wheeling
Park (12-5) meets rival John Mar-
shall-(10-7) in semifinal action.
Those two winners will also meet 20
minutes after the conclusion of the

See, OVAC, Page B2




.Linsly Wins
First OVAC
Mat Title

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer
MOUNDSVILLE - Entering
‘Wednesday evening, Linsly School

— one of the OVAC’s charter |

members — had claimed a confer-
ence best 213 championships in its
illustrious history.

However, none of those champi-
onship had come in the sport of
wrestling.

That's no longer the case, how-
ever.

On the strength of a Gage
Giovengo pin at 285 pounds, the
Cadets celebrated their first mat
title thanks to a hard-earned 42-37

Linsly's Joe Zaccirey wrestle oS Sarad Dugan”
AT R r){ight's mgtgil;f.agalnst Bamesville's Jared Dugan

victory against defending champion
Barnesville in the Class 3A cham-
pionship bout of the OVAC Bill
Hinegardner Dual Meet Champi-
onships held at the Moundsville

“I can’t put into words how
proud I am of these kids and this
coaching staff,” Linsly coach Brian
Valentine said. “They earned this."”

See LINSLY, Page 14

Field House.

- RS

hurruw’s Poll:
you excited to see
berty add a men's
ter program?

T-I. Photo/SETH STASKEY

- BARNESVILLE'S CAIDE Bunfil pins Linsly’s Suita Urena during the OVAC Bill
Hinegardner Dual Meet Championships Wednesday night inside the Moundsville

Junior High Field House.

e Linsly

Continued from Page B1

“We've had a lot of close matches and
I've had n lot of them come down to the
heavyweight, so I felt confident,” Gage
Giovengo said. “This (OVAC} title means
a lot since we've never done this before.
I've had a bunch of goals and this was def-
initely one of them.”

Along with the pins, the Cadets built an
early lead thanks to Bamesville forfeits in
three of the first four weight classes. In the
fourth, the Shamrocks gained a forfeit.

Senior standout Tommy Curtin was also a
winner by forfeit at 138 pounds.

Both teams won seven matches, but
Linsly’s all came via the pin or forfiet.

Linsly advanced to the championship
match thanks to a hard-earned 41-38 vic-
tory against Magnolia. The Shamrocks,
meanwhile, dispatched Bellaire, 39-30.

In the consclation match, the Blue
Eagles soared past the Big Reds, 53-15, 10
claim third place.
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