MAC stars

* Continue to dominate ‘Clash
of Champions’ with 41-22 win

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

CORAOPOLIS, Pa. — The Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence flexed its muscles once ngain with a convincing, 41-22,
. decision of the Midwestern Athletic Conference in the 22nd
annual “Clash of Champions™ All-Star wrestling match Thurs-
day night inside the Moon Area High School gymnasium,

The OVAC won five of the first six matches in building a
19-3 advantage. With the victory, the OVAC leads the all-
lime series 16-6. It was the third consecutive triumph for the
bi-state conference, and it was the 10th victory in the last 12
meetings.

“It’s always fun when you get some of the best kids in the
OVAC to come up here and wrestle the best of the MAC,”
OVAC and Steubenville head coach Mike Blackburn said.
“The last 5-6 years we've really competed and put some good
teams out there.

“You could see it meant something to the kids. They want
to represent the OVAC the best they can and their respective
school’s for the last time,” he added. “So, they went out and
took care of business.”

A 14-2 major decision by Oak Glen’s Ty Logston over
South Side’s Austin Seik at 106 got the OVAC off to a good
start. Shadyside’s Greg Quinn, who finished second in the
state in Division I last weekend in Columbus, completed his
outstanding high school career with a 1-minute, 45-second
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TOP: Shadyside’s Josh Kah!, right, and Ellwood City's
Jake Alberts hook up in the 132-pound match during
Thursday night's “Clash of the Champlons” at Moon
Area High School. Kahl won, 4-2.
ABOVE: Steubenville’s Drone Moore
in a 220-pound but.

plﬁs his opponent

standing Wrestler after winning the 2017 Allegheny County
championship. It was Quinn’s 193 all-time victory and gave
the OVAC a 9-0 edge.

Steubenville’s Timmy Young made it 12-0 OVAC when
he scored a takedown 19 seconds into overtime in outlasting
Pine Richland's Alex Salas, who finished seventh in the pres- .
tigious Powerade Tournament and is committed to wrestle at
Drexel University. Young, who was seventh last weekend in
Division I, trailed 3-0 after two periods and 4-2 late before
securing a takedown with 13 seconds left to force the extra 1-
minute session.

See, OVAC, Page B2
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Continued from Page B1

For his comeback, Young was voted the OVAC's Most
Valuable Wrestler by the Pennsylvania coaching staff,

Magnolia’s Riley Nice dropped a 6-2 decision to
Canon-MacMillan’s Tony Mastrangelo at 126, but Shady-
side’s Josh Kahl, a 4-time OVAC placewinner who fin-
ished seventh in the state this yeat, got those three points
back with a 4-2 nod over Ellwood City’s Tyler Alberts,
who was a 4-time MAC finalist and 3-time champion, as
the OVAC held a 16-3 lead,

Oak Glen's Robert Bozek, a 3-time W.Va. staic cham-
pion, held off a late rally by Beaver’s Christian Hyib for o
4-2 decision at 138 that gave the OVAC at 19-3 lead.

The MAC sliced into the deficit by winning back-to-
back matches at 145 and 152 as Freedom’s Kody Komara
posted a 13-4 major decision over Indian Creek's Miles
Mazik and Carlynton’s Logan Witwicki defeated
Steubenville’s Nick Scott, 5-2. Komara was ranked sec-
ond in the final WPIAL Class AAA rankings, while
Witwicki was first,

Two bouts were held at 160 and the OVAC prevailed in
both to bump its lead back to 28-10.

University’s Adam Frisco blanked Hopewell’s Jack
Georgetson, 1-0, and Cameron’s Michael Starcher put a
dagger in the hosts’ hearts when he pinned Freedom's
Dean Ward in 1:24,

The MAC pulled to within 32-16 after sandwiching
decisions around a major decision by University's Nick
Valachovic at 182, Central Valley's Jacob Ramsey
blanked Oak Glen’s Stevie Cool, 5-0, at 170 and Beaver's
John Adams decisioned Tyler Consolidated’s Brandog
Keys, 4-1, at 195, :

However, Brooke’s Alex Edgell clinched things for the
OVAC with a 5-1 nod over Laurel’s Will Peterson in one
of two matches at 220. Steubenville’s Drone Moore
pinned Butler's Seth McCrea in 2:46 for 2 41-16 advan-
tage.

The MAC won bath heavyweight bouts as Montour's
Roman Macek, who took thitd last weekend at the PIAA
championships in Hershey, held off Martins Ferry’s third-
place all-Ohican Dom Wallace, 5-3. Macek was voted the
MAC’s top wrestler by the Ohio coaches, North Hiils®
I Sean Bright blanked John Marshall’s Nathan Simmons, §-
"0

.

The 23rd annual event is already in the planning stages,
It will be held at an OVAC location,
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By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

CORAOQPOLIS, Pa. — The 22nd annu-
al Clash of Champions will unfold tonight
inside the Moon Area High School’s gym-
nasium when the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference’s best wrestlers compete

' ready for OVAC-MAC even

against the best the Midwestern Athletic
Conference can offer. ' g
The OVAC team is represented by 16
individuals, of which 10 hail from West
Virginia schools. They include Qak Glen's
Ty Logston (106, 5th OVAC, 4th in
state), Robert Bozek (138, OVAC champ,
state champ) and Stevie Cool (170, 3th

OVAC, state qﬁaliﬁer),

-State}, University’s Adam Frisco (160, 3rd
QVAC, 6th state), Cameron’s Michael
Starcher (160, 5th OVAC, state qualifier),
University’s Nick Valachovic {182,
OVAC runnerup, state runnerup), Tyler
Consolidated’s Brandon Keys (195, 8th
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shall’s Nathan Simmons
state qualifier),

Of the remaining six, three are from °
local area in Martins Ferry's Dom Wallace °

along with Magno- QVACQ),
lin’s Riley Nice (126, 5th OVAC, 4th OVAC ¢

hamp, 5th state) and John Mar-
(285, 5th OVAC,

See, MAT, Page B2
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OVAC Victorious in

Clash of Champions

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer
CORAOQPOLIS, Pa. —

The Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference flexed its
muscles once again with a
convincing, 41-22, deci-
sion of the Midwestern
Athletic Conference in the
22nd annual “Clash of
Champions™ All-Star
wrestling match Thursday
night inside the Moon
Area High School gymna-
Sium,

The OVAC won five of
the first six matches in
bujlding a 19-3 advan-
ta%e. With the victory, the
. OVAC lends the all-time

series 16-6. It was the
third consecutive triumph
for the bi-state conference,
and it was the 10th victo-
ry in the last 12 meetings.

“It’s always fun when
Lou get some of the best

ids 1n the OVAC to come
up here and wrestle the
best of the MAC,” OVAC
and Steubenville coach
Mike Blackburn said.
“The last 5-6 years we've
really competed and put

some good teams out
there.

“You could see it meant
something to the kids.
They want to represent the
OVAC the best they can
and their respective
school’s for the last time,”
Blackburn said. “So, they
went out and took care of
business,”

A 14-2 major decision
by Oak Glen's Ty Logston
over South Side’s Austin
Seik at 106 got the OVAC
off to a good start. Shady-
side's Greg Quinz, who
finished second in the
state in Division III last
weekend in Columbus,
completed his outstanding
high school career with a
1-minute, 45-second pin
of Baldwin’s Amir
Muhammad, who was the
Most Qutstanding
Wrestler after winning the
2017 Allegheny County
cbampionshi . It was
Quinn’s 193 all-time vic-
tmg' and gave the OVAC a
9-0 edge.

Steubenville’s Timmy
Young made it 12-0

Fhoto by Kim North

Michael Starcher of Cameron in a match during the

Clash of Champions.

OVAC when he scored a
takedown 19 seconds into
overtime in outlasting
Pine Richland's Alex
Salas, who finished sev-
enth in fhe prestigious
Powerade Tournament and
is committed to wrestle at
Drexel University. Young,
who was seventh last
weekend in Division II,
trailed 3-0 after two peri-

ods and 4-2 late before
securing a takedown with
15 seconds left to force
the extra {-minute ses-
sion.

For his comeback,
Young was voted the
OVAC’s Most Valuable
Wrestler by the Pennsyl-
vania coaching staff,

See CLASH, Page 10
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CLASH I

(Continued from Page 9)

Magnolia’s Riley Nice
dropped a 6-2 decision to
Canon-MacMillan’s Tony
Mastrangelo at 126, but
Shadyside’s Josh Kahl, a 4-
time OVAC placewinper
who finished seventh in the
state this year, got those
three points back with a4-2
nod over Ellwood City’s
Tyler Alberts, who wis a4
time MAC finalist and 3-
time champion, as the
OVACheld 2 16-3 lead.

Oak  Glen’s Robert
Bozek, a 3-time W.Va, state
champion, held off 4 late
rally fy Beaver's Christian
Hgirb or & 4-2 decision at
138 that gave the OVAC ai
19-3 lead.

The MAC sliced inio the
deficit by winning back-to-

back matches at 145 and

152 as Freedom’s Kody
Komara posted a 13-4
major decision over Indian
Creek’s Miles Mazik and
Carlynton’s Logan Witwicki
defeated Steubenvilie’s Nick
Scott, 5.2, Oomara wasg
ranked second in the final
WPIAL Ciass AAA rank-
ings, whiie Witwicki was
first.

Two bouts were held at
160 and the QVAC pre-
vailed in both to bump its
lead back to 28-10,

niversity’s Adam Frisco
blanked Hopewell’s Jack
Georgetson, 1-0, and

i

"Ohio coace

Cameron’s Michag] Starcher
ut a dagger in the hosts’
carts when he pinned Free-

dom’s Dean Ward in 1:24,

The MAC puiled to with-
in 32-16 after sandwiching
decisions around a major
decision hy University’s
Nick Valachovic at 182,
Central Valley’s Jacob
Ramsey blanked Oak
Glen’s Stevie Cool, 5-0, at
170 and Beaver's John
Adams decisioned Tyler
Consolidated's Brandon
Keys, 4-1, at 195,

owever, Brooke’s Alex

Edgell clinched things for

the OVAC with a 5-1 nod

over Laurel’s Will Peterson
in one of two matches at

220, Steubenvilie’s Drone

oore pinned Butler’s Seth

McCrea in 2:46 fora41-16

advantage,

The MAC won both
heavyweight bouts as Mon-
tour’s Roman Macek, who
took third last weekend at
the P championships in
Hershey, held off Martins
Ferry’s third-place gal]-
Ohioan Dom Wallace, 5-3.

acek was vyoted the

MAC’s top wrestler by the

es. North Hills’

Seun Bright blanked John

Marshall’s Nathap Sim-

mons, 5-0,

The 23rd annual event is
already in the Ianning
stages, It will be ge}d at an
OVAC location,



Elash of Cham

' By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer
CORAOPOLIS, Pa. ~ The
22nd annual Clash of Champi-
ons will unfold tonight inside
Moon Area High School’s gym-
nasium when the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference’s best
wrestlers compete against the
best the Midwestern Athletic
Conference can offer,
The OVAC team is represent-
ed by 16 individuals, of which
10 hail from West Virginia

schools. They include Qak
Glen’s Ty Logston (106, fifth
OVAC, fourth in state), Robert
Bozek (138, OVAC champ,
State champ) and Stevie Cool
(170, fifth OVAC, state qualifi-
er), along with Magnolia’s Riley
Nice (126, fifth OVAC, fourth
state), University’s Adam Frisco
(160, third OVAC, sixth state),
Cameron’s Michael Starcher
(160, fifth OVAC, state qualifi-
er), University’s Nick Vala-
chovic (182, QVAC runnerup,

state runnerup), Tyler Consoli-
dated’s Brandon Keys (195,
eighth OVAC), Brooke’s Alex
Edgell (220, OVAC champ,
fifth state} and John Marshall’s
Nathan Simmons (285, fifth
OVAC, state qualifier).

Of the remaining six, three
are from local area in Marting
Ferry’s Dom Wallace (2835,
third OVAC, third state) and the
Shadyside tandem of Greg

"Quinn (120, OVAC runneru R

state runnerup) and Josh Kahl

pions Tonight at Moon

(132, OVAC runnerup, seventh
state). The remaining three are
Steubenville’s Timmy Young
{113, OVAC cham , Sixth
state), Indian Creek’'s Miles
Mazik (145, OVAC runnerup)
and Steubenville’s Nick Scott
{(seventh OVAC, state alternate).
The OVAC, which leads the
all-time series, is coached b
Steubenville’s Mike Blackburn,
“We feel we have a very
strong team with a lot of state
placers,” Blackburn said.




