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BRIDGEPORT
SENIOR Bryan
Skoff looks for
time to run out
as he defeated
Mark Vuono of
Woest
Allegheny 4-1
In Tuesday
night's Clash of
Champlons at
East Liverpool
High School.
Additional

i /images may be
viewed at
cu.timesleader
online.com
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* Holt, Reisz, Skoff post victories in 13th annual Clash of Champions

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sparts Editor

EAST LIVERPOOL - The Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference is one of
the most respected prep sports
leagues in the nation.

And one of the sports
where the OVAC shines the /&
brightest is in wrestling, f
thanks in large pari to the §
giant Ron Mauck OVAC
Tournament that’s held dur- %
ing the third weekend in
January each year,

The OVAC once again demon-
strated just how strong it is in wrestling
here Tuesday evening when the bi-state
league took on the heralded Midwestemn
Athletic Conference from Pennsylvania
in the 13th annual Clash of the
Champions held inside the Potters’

MARTINS
FERRY'S
Derrick Holt, |
right, controls
the MAC's
Rocco Ragano |
during their
130-pound
match Tuesday
night at the
Clash of
Champions.
The Purple
Rider senior &
posted a 9-0
decision.
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gymnasium.

Despite dropping two of three early
matches, Team OVAC relied on its
strength in the middle and upper
weights to post a 41-12 victory over
the MAC in front of a'large

turnout,

“It's definitely nice to
‘be on the winning side,” said
Ohio and Caldwell head
coach Dustin Robison.
“These kids have put a lot of
time (to wrestling) and it's
nice that they can go out and
represent the OVAC, their school
and themselves so well tonight.”

The OVAC’s victory gives it a 9-4
upperhand in the series, which began in
1988, but ceased for nine years during
the middle and late 90s, -

Ses, OVAC, Pags B2
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BEALLSVILLE’S JIMMY Reisz looks for a standup against Moon's
Ryan Taylor in their 140-pound collision during Tuesday night's
Clash of Champions. Relsz, the OVAC all-time record holder in
wins, prevailed in the matchup with a 4-2 dacision.
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RECEIVING THEIR OVAC Dual meet championship trophies are these winning coaches. From left are new OVAG

Tournament director Dan Doyls, Clint Abbott (
Doyle (Wheeling Park) and retiring tournament

Tuesday's Clash of the Champions.

Bealisville), Dustin Robison {Caldwell), Larry
director Ron Mauck. The trophies were presented prior to the start of

Shaw (Oak Glen), Sean

® OVAC
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“Our middle und upper weights were
Bretty solid,” Robison said. “Everyone
attled and no one gave up bonus points,
Even though we lost four matches, those
kids battled and didn't give up bonus
points, 50 that was big,'t00.”
The MAC had won three of the first four
matches before East Liverpool’s Cagney
Springer recorded a pinfall.

That was just the beginning for the
OVAC.

Martins Ferry’s Derrick Holt — who
saw lis senior season of grappling cut
short this winter due to o Inte-season foot-
ball injury — continued the momentum
started by his teammate from the Potiers.

Holt who narrowly missed out on qual-
ifying for the state got some redemption in
his final prep maich as the OVAC's 130-
pound entrant.

He made the most of his opportunity
inside the Potter gymnasium when he
bilanked Montour’s Rocco Ragano by a 9-
0 count for a major decision.

*I am really happy with how I per-
formed tonight,” Holt said.

“T didn’t know very much about my
opponent, but 1 knew it was an all-star
meet and he had to be pretly good. T knew
[ had to wrestle on y fect because we
had heard (Pennsylvanin) was really good
on the mat.”

Another aren grappler — Beallsville's
Jimmy Reisz — whose quest for an-Ohio
State championship was denied in the dis-
Irict ~ got a chance to make a little bit of
redemption.

Reisz represented the OVAC at 140

unds and met Ryan Taylor of Moon in

is matcl.

Reisz — the Ohio Valley's ali-time
winningest wrestler with 178 victories -
scored an early take down and squeezed
out a reversal in the second period to post
a 4-2 victory.

“I didn’t finish the season as well as 1
would have liked to obviously,” Reisz
said.

“Coach Abbott kept on me about end-
ing my season with a victory, so [ was
happy to get this win tonight,”

Bridgeport’s Bryan Skoft — who fin-
ished seventh in the state of Ohio two
weeks ago ~ added another chieck mark
to his lengthy list of wrestling accomplish-
ments.

He fell behind West Allegheny’s Mark
Vuono by a 1-0 score afler an escape, but
managed to get a takedown and a reversal
to post a 4-1 victory.

“It was o great feeling {o be able to go
out with a win,” Skoff said, “For me the
main objective was for this team to win
the dual, but to gel a win for myself feels
great 100, It’s a great fecling to make this
team and know you are one of the best in
the OVAC.”

At 103 pounds, the MAC jumped out
to an early lead in the match when
Jefferson Morgan High's Brian
Scritchfield posted a 4-1 victory over

OVAC 41, MAG 12.
Biian Scrkhield (MACY tles, Ed LaHaay (OVAC), 4,
112 — Brenl ity (OVAC) dac. Jason arkus (MAG) 6

2.
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125 — Cagney Springer (OVAG) pinmed Juslin Malcomb [MAC),
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Meadowbrook’s Ed Lehotay.

Scritchfield scored a take down in the
first period and then posted a reversal in
{he second period 10 take a 4-0 upperhand.
Lehotay scored an escape just prior to the
match’'s final buzzer.

The Ohio Valley got on the board at
112 pounds when Brooke High's Brent
Fluharty came back from a 2-0 deficit lo
score a 6-2 victory over Blackhawk’s
Jason Markus.

The two went to the third period knot-
ted at two, but in the third, Fluharty
recorded a take down with 21 seconds lo
go in the match and then turned the
Pennsylvanian and recorded a pair of
near-fall points to square the match.

The MAC regained the lead at 119

ounds. Montour’s Stephen Fullwood
jumped out to a 4-0 lead, but Buckeye
Local’s Mike Kendjorsky roared back
with an escape and a toke down Lo gel
within one.

However, the former Panther ace was
whistled for an illegal hold and Fullwood
was awarded a penalty point. He later
recorded a take down to secure the vicio-

The MAC continued to score decisions
in bunches as Luke Seclker — the Mars
High product — toyed with Cambridge’s
Paul Rose during their 125 pound maich.
Selker scored take downs early and often
en route to a 9-2 decision over the
Bobeats’ four-time state qualifier.

“The aforementioned Springer -
wrestling on his home mats for the final
time — jump started the OVAC,

He owned a commanding lead over
South Side’s Justin Malcomb, but didn't
stand for just a decision or a major deci-
sion.

He caught the WPIAL qualifier and
stuck him for a pin just 2:24 into the
maich.

The first overtime match of the evening
came at 135 pounds where OVAC cham-
pion Andy Stine of Edison was the bencfi-
ciary of a stalling call as time evaporated
in regulation to force the one-minute extra
session.

Just before the horn scunded in over-
time, :

Stine was awarded a take down and
with that came a 5-3 viclory.

The other Stine member of Team
OVAC didn’t fare as well.

Nick Stine — the.OVAC's 145-pound
entrant — was dealt a 8-3 setback by
South Side’s Dominick Demor in their
match.

That win by the MAC stopped a four-
match winning streak by the OVAC and
got the Pennsylvania outfit within seven at
19-12.

Oak Glen got the OVAC back to its
winning ways at 152 pounds. The Golden
Bears’ lone representative, Cody Miller,
scored a first-period take down and then
posted a reversal in the second period to
lake a 4-0 upperhand. He later recorded
an escape and a take down en route to a 7-
0 victory.

Cambridge’s second wrestler to take
the mat was OVAC 171-pound champion
Chad Teague who met South Side's Justin
Herder. :

Teague ran roughshod over the three-
time WPIAL qualifer, running out to a 10-
0 lead and going on for a 10-1 dominating
victory.

Another Bobeat ~ Kirk Wetherll —
sealed the deal for the OVAC squad.
Wetherell - taking on Montour's Rob
Neider at 189 pounds — made quick
work of his opponent. He slammed him
and just a few seconds later was awarded
the pin with a minute showing on the first-
period clock. ‘

Caldwell’s Derrick Hesson — ihe
Division Il state runnerup at 285 pounds
— dropped down to his normal 215-
pound weight class for this event and took
on West Allegheny’s Jimmy Muraco.

The two standouts were deadlocked at
zero after two periods, but Hesson scored
a reversal just five seconds into the third-
period 1o make it a 2-0 lead in favor of the
OVAC competitor.

The two battled on the mat for the
remainder of the match and the score
never changed, )

Brooke's Drake Kowcheck — who fin-
ished fourth in the OVAC and sixth in the
state of West Virginin — concluded the
match with a 5-3 decision of Kraig Smith.

CLASH NOTES

TWO AREA officials oversaw the pro-
cecdings here. Jack Regis and Paul
Coftland worked the 15-match dual.

PRIOR TO the start of wrestling, each
of the four OVAC Dual Championship
winning coaches were presented their tro-
phies.

WHEELING PARK’S Sean Doyle,
Qak Glen’s Larry Shaw, Caldwell’s
Dustin Robison and Beallsville's Clint
Abbolt all led their respective leams to the
OVAC banner.

SEVERAL cautions were called by the
officials after Pennsylvania competitors

" jumped the whistle for early shols.

SEVERAL WRESTLERS from both
teams opted to go without head protection
in the match. A head gear isn’t required in
all-star matches.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com



WRESTLERS FROM the OVAC and MAC gathered Mo
Wrestling match. Fifteen wrestlers from across the O
Representing the OVAC in the front row kneeling,
Buckeye Local; Cody Miller, Oak Glen; Derek Holt,
Cambridge. In the back row, from left, are coach Clint Abbott, Ba

QVAC/MAC Challenge

from left, are Ed Lehotay,

nday evening in Robinson Township to celebrate today's Clash of
hio Valley will collide tonight in a dual meet setting at East Liverpool High School.
Meadowbrook; Cagney Springer, East Liverpool; Mike Kendjorski,
Martins Ferry; Andy Stine, Edison; Nick Stine, Edison; Brent Fluharty, Brooke; and Paul Rose,
allsville; Kirk Wetherell, Cambridge; Drake Kowcheck, Brooke; Derrick Hesson,
g:lfgwe”; Chad Teague, Cambridge; Jimmy Reisz, Beallsville; Bryan Skoff, Bridgeport; coach Larry Shaw, Oak Glen; and coach Dustin Robinsen,

well,

ey
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Clash of Champions Tuesday

+ OVAC-MAC showdown to showcase senior grappling talent

By BRIAN COOK ..

“We like to get as much exposure to our
Tlmes Leader Sports Writer 5 po

kids as we can. It gives those seniors a
chance to get that exposure and show what

the OVAC and MAC have to offer,”
OVAC and Caldwel} coach Dustin

. The top seniors in the Ohio Valley
will get one laSt chance to lace up the
wrestling shoes Tuesday evening,

Some .15 Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference grapplers
prepare for the “Clash of
Champions.” ;

The 13th annual post season
high school wrestling meet will <8 The OVAC currently leads
showcase , all-stars  from m& the series 12-5, but the dual can go
Pennsylvania’s Midwestern Athletic : either way with the high caliber of
Conference MAC against all-stars from wrestlers and different style coming from
the OVAC is on tap for Potter Field House in ¢ Keystone state Robinson assured,
East Liverpool, starting at 7 p.m. “We did practice and talked about

gives some college recruiters a
chance to see them if they
\ haven't already. It can help those
¥4 who want to go to that next

QQ, level.”

Robinson said. “This event also .

{Pennsylvania) being very good on the mat.
We told our guys if they stay down on the
mat they can get turned,” Robinson said.
*Our guys are very talented and we told them
to get hand control and keep movement up
and they should be fine.”

The OVAC squad is chosen based on the
placement of the seniors during the 2008
Ron Mauck OVAC tournament,

“We look at the highest placing senior at
each weight class and go from there,”
Robinson said. “We keep in touch with them
throughout the end of the season and make
sure they still want to wrestle in this event.
Our ultimate goal is to have the best squad
available out on the mat.”

Sea, CLASH, Page B2




BRIDGEPORT'S
Bryan Skoff, top
works up the back
for a takedown on

Beaver Local’s
Jon Bittinger dur-
ing their 180-
pound OVAC final
day of the OVAC
tournament. Skoff
ended up winning
the match and
eaming a spotin
the lineup for the
Clash of
Champions set to
take place
Tuesday evening
in East Liverpool.
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Another highlight of the event is it
gives each wrestler one last high school
malch.

“It would be great to have them all end
their career with a win,” Robinson admit-
ted. “Some of them may not have done
that in their last match and this gives them
a chance to go out on a winning note.”

Hailing from Belmont County in
Tuesday’s all-star event will be Martins
Ferry’s Derek Holt (1 30) and
Bridgeport’s Bryan Skoff (160).

Holt managed to earn an invitation into
the all-star event with a third place finish
in the OVAC tournament. The Purple
Rider’s senior finished his senior cam-
paign fosing in the Heath district tourna-
ment as he checked out in the consolation
quarter-finals round with a final season
record of 23-6.

SkofT brings in a handful of accolades
into his final prep match after earning a
seventh place finish in the Chio state tour-
nament, The OVAC champion finished
his final prep season with a 51-4 ledger
and a career record of 156-35, which ties
the school record with assistant coach
Brian Roskovich.

Joining Holt and Skoff from Jefferson
and Monroe County in competition will be
Buckeye Local's Mike Kendjorski (119)
and Beallsville’s Jimmy Reisz (140).

Kendjorski and Reisz are both hungry
to end on a winning note as the two
checked out early on the trail to the
Schottenstein Center in Columbus this
past month.

Kendjorski, who finished the season
36-7, finished third in the OVAC and
checked out of his respected Ohio
Division II district tournament in the con-
solation semi-final bout,

Reisz, who passed Wheeling Park’s
Abby Rush in afl-time wins for an OVAC
wrestler this year, managed to earn an
OVAC title, but his success didn’t go
much farther. The Blue Devils' standout
finished third in his Ohio Division 11l sec-
tional and checked out in the consolation
semi-finals by a score of 5-2.

A brother combination that will help
anchor the OVAC squad will be Andy
(135) and Nick Stine (145) of Edison
Local.

Both OVAC champions, Andy's cam-
paign trail ended on a higher note as he
was 4 district champion and made it on to
Columbus, Unable to find the podium, the
Wildcats' senior ended with one of the

most successful careers in Edison
wrestling history. . :

Nick's season ended came in the
Steubenville district as picked up a sixth
place finish which didn’t make the cut o
fiend towards the state tournament. Nick's
ended his senior campaign with a 40-8
ledger.

Bringing in the largest OVAC delega-
tion from one school is coach Tom Moore
as three Cambridge Bobcats have been
preparing for one last six-minute match.

Paui Rose (125), Chad Teague {171)
and Kirk Wetherell (215} were all
Division II state qualifiers for Moore's
high-powered Bobcats.

“I have been with these guys since
grade school. They are tremendous ath-
letes, bul they are also good kids. They do
whatever is asked of them,” Moore said.

Rose finished his senior year with an
eighth place state finish that moved his
record to 37-7. He also was an OVAC
champion. .

Teague - an OVAC champion - went
the distance in the Ohio state tournament
after losing his opening round match, The
senior Bobcat wrestled all the back
through the consolation rounds to pick up
sixth place finish and round out his senior
year with a 42-9 record.

“He lost to the stale champion in the
first round,” Moore indicated. *You have
to win two matched to place and he came
back and won three and got into the fifth-
sixth place mat, When you lose at the state
tournament it’s hard to rebound, but he
got his head on straight and got it done.”

Wetherell - the third OVAC champion
for the Bobcats - was no pushover this
senson. The high-octane Wetherell fed off
the success of his teammates as he cap-
tured a district title and a chance to com-
pete in the state tournament. Afler sneak-
ing by in the first round of the state
Wetherell checked out losing the next
two, .

Other Ohio wrestlers making the squad
include Meadowbrook’s Ed Lehotay
(103), East Liverpool’s Cagney Springer
(125) and Caldwell's Derrick Hesson

(215).

Lehotay batiled a tough group of
underclassmen this season to earn a fourth
place OVAC finish. The Mustangs’ feath-
erweight snuck into the ‘siate tournament
after finishing third in district competition,
but wasn't as fortunate in the state tourna-
ment. Lehotay checked out after. three
matches to end the season on a 42-9
record, ‘ .

Springer - an OVAC runner-up - was
the glue that held the Potters’ mat pro-
gram together with his work ethic and
leading by example, according to East
Liverpool coach Todd Smith. The Potters’
senior turned in the singlet following a
sixth place finish at the Steqbenvi]le dis-

Arict with a 43-5 record.

Hesson - an OVAC runnerup - hit
stride at.the right time this season. The
Redskins' grappler chose to bump up a
weight late in the season and it proved to
be a positive decision as Hesson ran the
table in the state tournament for a silver
finish. Along the’way Hesson captured a
sectional and district crown to finish the
season 45-3.

From the Mountain state in Tuesday’s
all-star dual meet will be Brooke's Brent
Fluharty (112) and Drake Kowcheck
(285) ﬂrong with Oak Glen's Cody Miller
{152}

Fluharty - the only non-OVAC place
winner in the group - is looking for
redemption this week. The Bruins’ senior
gualified himself into the West Virginia
Class AAA tournament, but only managed
to stay for three maiches before checking
out.

Kowcheck - a fourth place OVAC fin-
isher - hit stiff competition from southern
West Virginia in his Class AAA bracket.
Kowcheck managed to bounce back from
an early loss to finish sixth in the
Mountain stafe tournament.

Miller - an OVAC runnerup - was a
key groppler as the Golden Bears repeated
as Class A/AA state champions this year.
Miller finished his senior campaign with a
41-1 record an individual state champion.

Tuesday’s event is the brainchild of
then-East Liverpool wrestling coach, Nick
Trombetta, and his high school coach and
mentor, Ed Driscoll, at Quigley Catholic
in Baden, Pa., and was first held in 1988,
Coach Driscoll continues in his capacity
as meet director to this day.

Cook can bhe reached
beook@timesleaderonline.cont

at
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CLASH OF CHAMPIONS

ters take to the mat-.

One final time

{%ﬂ—star event at Potter Fieldhouse
proves to be an enjoyable experience

. By PAUL EDGAR
pedgar@reviewonline.com

EAST LIVERPOOL —

Everyone wants to go out a
inner.

; Several local wrestlers got

one last chance to step onto the

fnat in search of a final victory

Tuesday in the 13th annual
i-State Clash of Champions

t Potter Fieldhouse.

The postseason wrestling
meet features top seniors from
Pennsylvania’s Midwestern
Athletic Conference (MAC)

d the OVAC.

Everyone from the OVAC
quad can consider themselves
IWinners as they cruised to a
41-12 victory over the MAC.

“[ told them that for a lot of
ids this will be their fast

atch,” OVAC coach Dustin -

obinson said. “You remem-
er your last match for the rest
of your life.”

The magnitude of the event
was not lost on the competi-
lors. They all seemed fully
aware that this would be their
final opportunity to have their
hand raised as the victor. .
“I was glad I got offered the
- ichance,” East Liverpool’s
Cagney Springer, who won his
match by fall, said. “It's a big
plus to finish with a win. You
want to go out on a good note,
not a bad one.”

There was more at stake,
however, than just individuai
triumphs.

Each participant had extra

See CLASH, Page 2B by Jake Glavies)

(ABOVE) Oak Glen's Cody Mitler pins West Alleghény's Mitch Clerlc to
at the Clash of Champlons at Potter Flaldhouse. Miller won his bout wit
Springer grapples with Luke Selker of Mars in thelr 125-pound match. Springer won the bout via pin at 2:26. (Photos

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2008

the mat during thelr 152-pou
h a 7-0 declslon. (TOP) East Liverpool's Cagney

BOYS BASKETBALL

NHL/NBA

NFL/MLB

nd match Tuesday

By TOM WITHERS
AP .Sports Writer
* BEREA — Randy Lerner
wolfed down the last bites of
lunch in the Browns' cafeteria,
where the owner shared
a table with former
quarterback Bernie
Kosar, before heading
up to his office over-
looking practice fields
now buried in snow.
It's a relatively quiet
time in the NFL, those weeks
between the frenetic first days
of free agency and April’s col-

Browns owner Randy Lernier {right) looks on at a practice
with general manager Phil Savage. (AP Photo)

lege draft.

In a wide-ranging interview
with The Associated Press on
Tuesday, the ever-energized
Lemer spent nearly an hour
candidly  discussing the
Browns’ dramatic
2007 turnaround, an
impending  contract
extension for gemeral
manager Phil Savage,
coach Romeo Crennel’s
calming ' influence and
. the resurgence of Aston
Villa, the English soccer team
he bought in 2006.

Only once did Lerner duck a

Lerner talks about Browns, plans
to reward Savage with extension

question. Asked to handicap
the Derek Anderson vs. Brady
Quinn quarterback derby, a
daily topic of conversation
among Cleveland fans, Lerner
was noncommittal.

“I'm not a coach and 1 don’t
have any of the required skills
to give an informed opinion,"’
he said with a laugh. *'Like
ony fan, I've got a lot to say,
but I wouldn’t stick my two
cents into that one — for any
price.”

Lerner's tastefully decorated
office is filled with personal

See BROWNS, Page 4B
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Edison's Nick Stine {back) and South Slde's Dominick Demor {front) battle It out in thelr 145-pound match Tuesday at

Potter Fieldhouse. Stine and the Dhlo squad won and Impressive 41-12 overall team declslon. (Photo by Jake Glavies)

Clash
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motivation to demonstrate
the superiority of their confer-
ence.

“Pennsylvania is a great
wrestling state,” Robinson
said. “We want to prove that
we are just as good if not bet-
ter. There is a lot of pride at
stake. These kids have put in
four years of hard work and
they're giving it their all oot
there.”

The first local to take to the
mat was Springer, who faced
off against South Side’s Justin
Malcomb in a 125-pound
match.

Springer, who finished his
career with 107 wins, kept
with his winning ways earning
a win by fall in 2:26.

“I'm glad I got to do this at
my place,” the senior said of
wrestling one more time in
front of his hometown fans,
“We wanted to prove that the
OVAC is tougher.”

In the 135-pound bout,
Edison’s Andy Stine squared
off against West Allegheny’s
Zach Kelly, who secured his
100th win as a junior and is a
four-time MAC champion,

Stine, who won an OVAC
title this year and was a state
qualifier, won a dramatic 5-3
overtime decision, earning him
OVAC MVP honors.

“This was big,” Stine said.
“I'm very thankful to get the
opportunity to get one more
shot. It feels good to end with a
win.”

Andy's brother, Nick, was-
n't as lucky. ’

Nick Stine, himself an
OVAC champion, dropped an
8-3 decision at 145 pounds to
South  Side's  Dominick
Pemor, who (finished his
career with 108 victories.

“It was lots of fun,” Demor,
who was named the MAC
MVP, said. “Most kids end
their career with a loss, so this
was great,”

In the evening’s next match,
Oak Glen's Cody Miller was
pitted against West
Allegheny's Mitch Cleric at
152 pounds.

East Liverpool's Cagney Springer attempts to filp Luke Selker of Mars during thelr 125-
pound match Tuesday at Potter Fileldhouss. The bout was part of the Clash of
Champlons. (Photo by Jake Glavies)

most wins in school history at
147, said. “What's maost
important is when you go out
on the mat, you go full tilt. If
you do that, you always walk
off a champion.”

In a 171 pound match,
South Side’s Justin Herder lost
a 10-1 major decision to
Cambridge’s Chad Teague,

The Clash of Champions
was created by former East
Liverpool coach  Nick
Trombetta and  Quigley
Catholic’s Ed Driscoll, who
coached Trombetta at Quigley.

Driscoll, the meet director,
said that when the two came up
with the initial iden they were
simply trying to give high
school wrestling more expo-
sure,

&
e ]

Edison's Andy Stine (left) ahd West Allegheny’'s Zach
Kelly (right} tle up In their 135-pound match Tuesday.
{Photo by Jake Glavies)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH
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Zane Carter named s
team All-Ohio for Div.

From Review Staff Reports

COLUMBUS — Wellsville senior Zane Ca
to the second team of the All-Ohio Div. IV

Tuesday,

Carter, a 6-foot-3 forward, averaged 16.8 pt
the Tigers and helped lead them to a 21-2 rec
the OHSAA Div. IV District Semifinals.

Carter scored in double figures in all but o1

2007-08 season.

Carter’s brother, Jeremy, earned honorable n
while Southern’s Tyler Baker was tabbed wit

tion.

Boys Diviston 1V All-Ohlo
FIRST TEAM: Brian Hecker,
Warthington Christian, &-4, |r.,
7.3; Chad Harvey, lronton Sf.

Joseph, 6-2, |r., 21.6; Zak
Kapron, Malvern, é-&, sr., 20.7;
Drew Kohn, CIn, Seven Hills, 4-
3, sr., 22.2; Willlam Felder,
Cle, His. Luth. E., 6-4, sr., 27.8;
Zac Dysert, Ada, 46-3, sr., 20.3;
Phil Workman, Windham, é-0,
sr,, 23,8,
Player of the year: Brian
Hecker, Worthington Christian.
Coaches of the year: Dennls
Tuccl, Malvern; Willle Hill,
Cin. Seven Hills; Dan
Hegemier, New Knoxville,
SECOND TEAM: Tyler Tucci,
Malvern, &1, |r., 17.3; Dane
Givner, Cols. Harvest Prep, é-
2, sr., 13.9; Tim Mapp Jr., Cols.
Africentric, 6-2, sr., 19.2;
ZANE . CARTER,
WELLSVILLE, &5, SR., 18,3;
Aderian Payne, Day.
Jefferson, 6-8, soph., 15.4; Tony
Meyer, New Knoxvllle, 5-11,
sr.,. 12.1; Brook Turson,
Piymaouth, 6-3, soph., 21.5;
Matt Phillips, Van Buren, é-4,
sr., 20.8; Aramis Greenwood,
Falrport Harbor Harding, &-1,
saph., 23.0; Dustin
Househdlder, Corning Miller, é-
2, sr., 22.2; Alex Steiner,
Kidron Cent. Christlan, &-2, sr.,
21.7.
THIRD TEAM: Davld
Schmelzer, Cols. Torah Acad.,
-2, sr., 32.6; Dan Estes,
ouston, 5-10, sr., 17.0; Jacob
Drerup, Arlington, 6-4, sr.,
19.8; Kyle® Tietja, Hamler
Patrick Henry, &6, sr., 21.1;
Lamar McKnight, Bedford
Chanet, 6&-5, jr., 14.0; Joe
Blinsky, Columblana, &1, sr.,
20.1.

Special Menticn
Luke Roesch, Lancaster Fisher
Cath.; Josh Howell, Glenwood
New Boston; Vince Shanks,
Latham Western; D.J.
Cunningham, Waterford; Kyle
Ondera, ©ak HIll; Jared
Quinlan, Manchester; Trevor
Halter, Malvern; Jared Andes,

Shadyslde; Ben Huntsman,
New Matamoras Frontler;
Zach Hammond, Hannlbal

River Local; Nate Brusman,
Cin. Christlan; Jess Chadwell,
Georgetown; Ricardo
Maxwell, Lockland; Keith
Berrler, Ashtabula Saints John

and Paul; Mark Burchett,
Falrport Harbor Harding;
Mergan Jones, Oherlin;

Brandon Paris, Cle. Horizon

Sclence Acad.;

Tol. Chrlsti
BAKER, s0U
Teitz, Southir

Adam Streb, A
Miller, Hartv
Christian; I
Warren JFK.
Honorabl
Ronnie Edwarc
Berne Unic
Johnson, Grove
Tyler Joseph
Christlan; Jay
Africentric; F
Cols. Tree of L

Tyler Smith,
Symmes Ve
Ratcliff, Fra

Green; Tyler M
East; Weston |
Southern; T
Crown City Sou
Standley, Glo
Ryan Borden, (
JEREMY
WELLSVILLE,
Berlin Hiland;
Phila, Tusc. Ce
Gale, 5teub. Ci
Holloway, Sh
l.indsey, Brid
Lewis, Zanesv|
Jordan Milllce
Triad; Kyle ¢
Cath. Cent.; H
Pitsburg Fr
Ryan Buck, Ne
Village; Stept
Middletown €|
Powell, Newtor
Brendan McNa
Door; Jona
Newbury; J¢
Newbury; £
Willoughby
Christlan; Al
Bedford Ch:
Pointer, Cl
Christian; Tayl
Hts. Luth. East
Ryan Heath,
Mary's; Jo:
Vanlue; Mic
Carey; Greg
Recavery;
Hockenherry, |
Trace; Lo
Defiance Avyal
Mass, TIffin Ca
Andrew Lot
Kingsway Chr
Byler, N.
Bloomfield; C
Windham; 0O
Youngs, Chr
Tieche, Sebr]
Andrew Tirpal
JT Troyer, |
Ronghi, McDon

National League at
Walnut Lanes
Resuits for Feb, 18

High Game/Series; Jeff
Befington 210; Chuck Walgate
210; Larry Rudibaugh 225, 208,
577; Tim London 194, 487.

Team Standings: 1.
Coal 29-11; 2.
Mechanical 28-12; 3, Handy
Service 26-14; 4. Busy B
Muffler 20-20; 5. West End
Auto 20-20.

Parson
Buckeye

Results for Feb. 25

Hlgh Game/Series: Tim
Landon 199, 549; Larry
Rudibaugh 205, 234, 5B&; Barry
Bevington 202,

Results for March 3

High Game/Series: . Larry
Rudibaugh 186, 183, 540; Todd

" McGaffle 204, 528,

Results for March 10

High Game/Series; Don
Dickey 200, 500; Todd McGaffic
181, 174, 191, 546.

Standings: 1. Buckeye
Mechanica 12:0; 2. Busy B

AMufflne .84 7 Bavran Maal T 0

Beverage 10; 4.

10; 5. Salty
Affordable App
Bar 8; 8. MHli¢
7; 9. Equipmen

East Liver
Church
Results f

High Game/S5e
245, 200, 583; B.
C. Smith 234,
Wicker 228, 598
221, 556; S. Me
623; J. Fisher
Ross, Jr. 214,

213, 58%; R. Mos
203, 559; L. Ol
McGaffic 532;

G. McGalfic 512
E. Utlak 506; D

Results fo
High Game/5el

231 575; M. Ro
647; K. Muma

-M. Shulas 224,

222, 558; 5. M:
589; L. Olmste
Little 212, 207,
211, 563; S, Ti
Fisher 204, 595;
204, 520; B. Ha
Rizor 200, 542,
550; R. Mick 527

EAns. O Arlls



Edison’s Nick Stine (back) and South Side’s Dominlick Demor {front) battle it out In their 145-pound match Tuesday at
Potter Fleldhouse. Stine and the Ohlo squad won and Impressive 41-12 overall team declslon, (Photo by Jake Glavles) :

Clash

FROM PAGE 1B

motivation to demonstrate
the superiority of their confer-
ence.

“Pennsylvania is a great
wrestling state,” Robinson
said. “We want to prove that
we are just as good if not bet-
ter. There is a ot of pride at
stake. These kids have put in
four years of hard work and
they're giving it their all out
there.”

The first local to take to the
mat was Springer, who faced
off against South Side’s Justin
Malcomb in a 125-pound
match.

Springer, who finished his
career with 107 wins, kept
with his winning-ways earniing
a win by fall in 2:26.

“I'm glad I got to do this at
my place,” the senior said of
wrestling one more time in
front of his hometown fans,
“We wanted to prove that the
OVAC is tougher.”

In the 135-pound bout,
Edison's Andy Stine squared
off against West Allegheny’s
Zach Kelly, who secured his
100th win as a junior and is a
four-time MAC champion.

Stine, who won an OVAC
title this year and was a state
qualifier, won a dramatic 5-3
overtime decision, earning him
OVAC MVP honors.

“This was big,” Stine said.
“I'm very thankful to get the
opportunity to get one more
shot. It feels good to end with a
win.”

Andy’s brother, Nlck was-
n't as lucky.

Nick Stine, himself an
OVAC champion, dropped an
8-3 decision at 145 pounds to
South  Side’s  Dominick
Demor, who (finished his
career with 108 victories.

“It was lots of fun,” Demor,
who was named the MAC
MVP, said. “Most kids end
their career with a loss, so this
was great.”

In the evening’s next match,
Oak Glen’s Cody Miller was
pitted against West
Allegheny's Mitch Cleric at
152 pounds.

Miller, who helped the Bears
capture their 12th straight
West Virginia A-AA title this
year while also taking home
the 152-pound state title, ensi-
ly dispatched of Cleric in g 7-0
decision.

“It’s nice to win, but it’s not
the most important thing,”
Miller, who finished his career
tied with Jesse Mahan for the

East Liverpool’s Cagney Springer attempts to flip Luke Selker of Mars during their 125-
pound match Tuesday at Potter Fieldhouse. The bout was part of the Clash of

Champlons. (Photo by Jake Glavies)

most wins in school history at
147, said. “What's most
important is when you go out
on the mat, you go full tilt, If
you do that, you always walk
off a champion.”

In a 171 pound match,
South Side’s Justin Herder lost
a 10-1 major decision to
Cambridge's Chad Teague.

The Clash of Champions
was created by former East
Liverpool coach Nick
Trombetta and  Quigley
Catholic’s Ed Driscoil, who
coached Trombetta at Quigley.

Driscoll, the meet director,
said that when the two came up
with the initial iden they were
simply trying to give high
school wrestling more expo-
sure.

“We enjoyed competing
against each other,” the long-
time coach said. “We started
thinking of ways to get
wrestling more in the newspa-
pers and in the limelight and
we thought this was the best
idea.”

According to Driscoll, his
favorite part of the annual

Edison’s Andy Stine (left) and West Allegheny's Zach
Kelly (right) tle up In their 135-pound match Tuesday.

{Photo by Jake Glavies)
event takes place before the

student athletes ever step onto.

the mat at a dinner meeting
that is held the day before the
meet.

“Getting the kids together is
nice,” he said. “Most of them
only know each other by name.
When we get them together, a
comraderie is built. They all

seem to be buddies by the time
they leave the dinner.”
NOTES: The elementary
wrestling did not take place
Tuesday due to miscommuni-

. cation between the two sides,

...The OVAC now holds an 9-
4 advantage in the series,
including three straight victo-
ries.

The wrestlers taking part in the Clash of
%y haven’t forgotten
the ‘student’ in student- athlete. All seem
to have put the necessary time into their
studies, which bodes well for their future

Champions definite

Careers.

East Liverpool’s Cagney Springer, who is

carrying a 3.01 GPA, plans to follow in

s cousin’s footsteps and become a boil-

ermaker after graduating,

Ouk Glen’s Cody Miller (3.9 GPA) plans

Both Andy and

\il-star plans
Local wrestlers talk

about future endeavors ~ glosin

on attending West Virglma Umvers;ry
and majoring in IEI ysical

thera
ick Stine, of [gdlson

outh S1 ¢’s Dominick

are Iookmg to go to Kent State
University. :

Andy, who is carrying a perfect 4.0 GPA
is hoping to major in
wl'ule his brother Nick (3.5 GPA) 15

re-pharmacy,

as lus major,.
emor is sched-

hysmal thera

uled-to attend Clarion Umversnty and

i

major in pre-dentis

— PAUL EDGAR,
pedgar@remewonlme com

~Morgan

PO Wy IMQIVET Ry O°0; DY .y LTy
Draw Kohn, Cin. Seven Hills, é-
3, sr., 22.2; William Felder,
Cle. Hts, Luth. E., 6-4, s1,, 27.8;
Zac Dysert, Ada, 63, sr., 20.3;
Phil Workman, Windham, &-0,
sr., 23.8,
Player of the year: Brlan
Hecker, Worthington Christian.
Coaches of the year: Dennis
Tuccl, Malvern; Willie M,
Cin. Seven Hillls; Dan
Hegemter, New Knoxvllle,
SECOND TEAM: Tyler Tucci,
Malvern, 6-1, jr., 17.3; Dane
Givner, Cols. Harvest Prep, é
2, sr., 13.9; TIm Mapp Jr., Cols.
Africentric, 6-2, sr., 19.2;
ZANE . CARTER,
WELLSVILLE, 6—5, SR.; 16,3;
Aderian Payne, Day.
Jefferson, é-8, soph,,-15.4; Tony
Mevyar, New Knoxville, 5-17,
sr.,” 121; Brook Turson,
Plymouth, 64-3, soph., 21.5;
Matt Phiilips, Van Buren, 6-4,
sr., 20.8; Aramlis Greenwood,
Falrpert Harbor Harding, 61,
soph., 21.0; Dustin
Househdlder, Corning Miller, &-
2, sr., 22,2; Alex Stelner,
Kldron Cent. Christian, &2, sr.,
21.7.
THIRD TEAM: Davlid
Schmetzer, Cols. Torah Acad.,
-2, sr.,, 32.6; Dan Estes,
ouston, 5-10, sr., 17.0; Jacob
Drerup, Arlington, 6-4, sr.,
19.8; Kyle® Tietle, Hamler
Patrick Henry, &4, sr., 21.%;
Lamar McKnight, Bedford
Chanel, 6-5, jr.,, 16.0; Joe
Blinsky, Columblana, &-1, sr.,
20.1.
Speclal Mentlon

Luke Roesch, Lancaster Fisher
Cath.; Josh Howall, Glenwood
New Boston; Vince Shanks,
Latham Western; D.J.
Cunningham, Waterford; Kyle
Ondera, Oak HIill; Jared
Quinlan, Manchester; Trevor
Halter, Malvern; Jared Andes,

Shadys{{fe, Ben Hunfsr;']lan,
New atamoras | Frontler;
Zach' Hammsid, “Hannlbal

River Local; Nate Brusman,
Cin, Christlan; Jess Chadwell,
Georgetown; Ricardo
Maxwell, Lockland; Kelth
Berrler, Ashtabula Salnts John
and FPaul; Mark Burchett,
Falrport Harbor Harding;
Jones, Oberlin;

Brandon Parls, Cle. Horlzon

mianer, ndr
Christlan;
Warren JFK
Honors
Ronnle Edw:
Berne W5
Johnson, Gre
Tyler Jose
Christian; J:
Africentric;
Cols, Tree of

Tyler Smitl
Symmes
Ratciiff, Fi

Green; Tyler
East; Westol
Southern;
Crown CIty §
Standley, G
Ryan Borden
JEREMY
WELLSVILL
Bertin Hilanc
Phlla, Tusc. !
Gale, Steub,
Holloway, ¢
Lindsey, Br
Lewls, Zahes
Jordan Millh
Triad; Kyle
Cath. Cent.;
Pitsburg I
Ryan Buck, |
Village; Ste
Middietown
Powell, Newt
Brendan Mch
Door; Jol
Newbury;
Nawbury;
Willloughby
Christian;
Bedford C
Pointer,
Christian; Ta
Hts. Luth. Ez
Ryan Heath
Mary's; J
Vanlue; M
Carey; Gre
Recovery;
Hockenberry,
Trace; Lo
Deflance Ay
Mass, THfIn €
Andrew L
Kingsway Cl
Byler, N
Bloomfleld;
Windham; (
Youngs. [of
Tieche, 5eb
Andrew Tirp
JT Trovyer,
Ronghtf, McDe

Natlonal League at
Walnut Lanes
Results for Feb. 18

Hlagh Game/5ertes: Jaff
Beflngton 210; Chuck Waigate
210; Larry Rudibaugh 225, 208,
577; Tim London 194, 4B7.

Parson
Buckeye
3. Handy
Busy B
5. West End

Team Standings: 1.
Coal 29-11; 2.
Mechanical 28-12;
Service 26-14; 4.
Muffler 20-20;
Auto 20-20.

Results for Feb., 25

High Game/Serles: Tim
London 199,  549; Larry
Rudlbaugh 205, 234, 586; Barry
Bevington 202,

Results for March 3

High Game/Sertes: . Larry
Rudibaugh 184, 183, 540; Todd
McGafflc 204, 520.

Results for March 10

High Game/5Serles; Don
Dickey 200, 500; Todd McGafflc
1681, 174, 191, 546.

Standings: 1. Buckeye
Mechanica 12-0; 2. Busy B
Muffler 7-5; 3. Parson Coal 7-5;
4. West End Auto 5-7; 5.
Handy's Service 5-7.

Sportsman League at
Walnut Lanes
Resuvlts for Feb, 21

High Game/Series: John
Hoobler 238, 816; TIm Pancake
243, 607; Charlie Reeder 205,
519,

Team 5Standings: 1, X Men 13;
2. NAPA 12; 3. Buckeye

Baverage 10;
10; 5. Salt
Affordable Ap
Bar 8; 8. Ml
7; 9. Equipme

East Liv¢
Churc
Results

High Gamae/¢
245, 200, 583; E
C. Smith 23
Wicker 228, 59
221, 554; S. N
623; J. Fishe
Ross, Jr. 214,
213, 589; R. Mi
203, 55%; L. C
McGaffic 532;
G. McGaffic 5
E. Utlak 506; .

Resulis f
High Game/&

231 575; M. R
647; K., Mumi

.M. Shulas 224,

222, 558; 5. N
589; L. Olmsth
Little 212, 207
211, 543; 5. T
Flsher 204, 59!
204, 520; B. H.
Rizor 200, 54
550; R. MIck &t
523; R. Mcth
Hayes 504,

Standings: 1
Cain's 64-36; 2
3. Hope Chrlis
Hope Christiar
Rollers 54-46;
Christian 51-.
House  49.5-5
Nazarene 45-5!
Presbyterian
Trinity Presby
1. Rogers A:s
39.5-60.5;

Methodist 33-4;

PIRATES.C
1-800-BUY-E
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Annual event
set for Tuesday

The 13th Tri-State **Clash
of Champions’ posiseason
high school wrestling meet pit-
ting All-Stars from Pennsylva-
nia’s Midwestern Athletic
Conference (MAC) against all-
stars from the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference (OVAC)
is on tap for Potter Field House
(East Liverpool) on Tuesday.

This event was the brain-
child of then-East Liverpool
wrestling coach, Nick Trom-
betta, and his high school
coach and mentor, Ed Driscoll,
at Quigley Catholic in Baden,
Pa., and was first held in
1988. Coach Driscoll contin-
ues in his capacity as meet
director, .

The location alternates
between a MAC school and an
OVAC school each year.

This has traditionally been a
lineup of outstanding .amateur

' OVAC Wrestlers
Ready for MAC

m Main event begins at 7
p.m. at Potter Field House
in East Liverpool.

wrestling talent, provided with
an opportunity to showcase
their abilities against quality
opponents. a

The series record currently
stands at OVAC 12, MAC 5.

The evening’s events begin
with Elementary wrestling at
5, with the main event at 7.

The teams will be intro-
duced at a dinner meeting on
Monday to be held in Tonidale
Restaurant at the intersection
of Route 22 and 279 in Robin-
son Towaship, The dinner
begins at 6 p.m. and guests are
welcome at $13 per person.

THE MATCHUPS

‘MAC vs, OVAC

103: Brian Scritchfield (Jef. Morgan) vs. Ed Lehotay (Meadowbrook)
112: Jayson Markus (Blackhawk) vs. Brent Fluharty {Brooke)
119: Steve Fullood (Montour) vs. Mike Kenjorsky (Buckeye Local)
125: Justin Malcomb (South Side) vs. Paul Rose (Cambridge)
125: Luke Selker {Mars) vs. Cagney Springer (East Liverpool)
130: Rocco Ragano (Montour) vs. Derek Holt (Martins Ferry)
135; Zach Kelly (West Allegheny) vs. Andy Stine (Edison Local}
140: Ryan Taylor (Moon) vs, Jimmy Reisz (Beallsvills)
145: Dominick Demor (South Sida) vs. Nick Stine (Edison Local)
152: Mitch Gleric {West Allegheny) vs. Cody Miller (Oak Glen)
160: Mark Vuano (West Allegheny) vs. Bryan Skoff (Bridgepont)
171: Justin Herder (South Side) vs. Chad Teague (Cambridge)
189: Rab Neider {(Montour) vs. Kirk Wetherell {Cambridge)
215: Jim Muraco (West Allegheny) vs. Derrick Hessan (Caldwell)
285: Kraig Smilh (Hopewell) vs. Drake Kowcheck {Brooke)

Head Coach, Mike Johnson- West Allegheny Head Coach,

Dustin Robison (Caldwell). Assts.,

Larry Shaw (Oak Glgn}-; Clint

Abhott (Beallsville); Sean Doyle (Wheeling Park)

| OVAC defeats MAC

in all-star tiit

All-star wrestlers from the
Ohio Valley Athietic Confer-
ence deteated all-stars from
the Midwestern Athletic Con-
ference, 41-12, on Tuesday
night at Potter Field House 1n
East Liverpool. o

Pinning their
opponents for
the OVAC was
East Liver-
pool’s Cagney
Springer and
Cambridge’s
Kirk .
‘Wetherell. Winning by major
decision was Martins Ferry’s
Derek Holt and Cambridge’s
Chad Teague, Brooke’s Brent
Fluharty and Drake Kow-
check, Edison’s Andy Stine,
Beallsville's Jimmy Reisz,
Qak Glen’s Cody Miller,
Bridgeport’s Bryan Skoff,
and Caldwell’s Derrick Hes-
son all won by decision.

Andy Stine was named the
MVP for the OVAC team.
Dominick Demore was
named the MVP for the
MAC.

OVAC 41, MAC 12
10%: Scritchfiek] (MAC) dec. Lehatay 4-1
112: Fluharty {OVAC) doc. Markus 62
119: Fultwood (MAC} dac. Kendjorski 7-5
125: Salker {MAC} dac. Rose 8-2
128: Springar (CVACHp, Malcomtz 2:26
30: Darak (OVAC) ra). dec. Ragana 8-0
135: Stine (QVAC) dec Kelty 53
140: Reisz (OVAC) dec Taylor 4-2
145; Demeor (MAC) dec. Stine B3
152: Miller {OVAC) dec. Claric 7-0
150; Skoff (OVAC) dec. Vuono 4-1
171: Teague (QVAC) maj, dec, Herder 161
188 Wetherall (GVAC) p. Neider 1:00
216: Heseon (OVAC) dec. Muraco 20
285: Kowcheck (QVAC) dee, Smith 5-3




