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OVAC wrestlers shine vs. Pa. s1 
By JEREMY MIDEI 
Times Leader Spans Writer 

The a!l-.'.ltars of Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference wrestling shone brightly in 
the final chapter of lhc 2004 season, 
defeating Pennsylvania'::, !vlidwestcrn 
Athletic Conference's all-stars, 36-12, 
at the Brooke Fieldhouse \Vcdncsday 
night. 

'file OV A.C \Von 1 O nr 14 matches 
,1gainst its Kcy,-;tonc Stale counterpart; 
last season, the team comprised of 
wrestlers from Ohio and \Vest Virginia 
wo11 the dual, 4 5-12. 

Buckeye Local's Jimmy Young set 
the ronc in the mcet's opening match, 
dismantling Iv1ontour's Mike Smith, 7-
2, at l 03 pounds. Anthony Valles of 
Weirton Madonna kept the ball rolling 
for the OVAC '-Vith a sh-point win over 
.Snuthsidc's Tom Cuncu at l l 2 pounds. 

Valles held a 13--i lead in the third 
pcnml, but ,,. as on his back for the ,. ,r 
1:30 of the mal-ch. lie fought off 
(_"'.unc~!''. pinfa!l :it!•_'lllpi cmd wn,l, 1 .1- 7. 
V,ilk-; finislwd wilh l -~O wins in his 
'--·an:.-~~r and capped his slnior season n:ith 
a fiftl1-placc fini\ll at Ille \Vest Virginia 
.;,Lttc tournament :it I l 9. 

l ! l)-pound OVAC champ and state 
n.1rn1er-up Bi ian I-Iumphrcy grabbed an 
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11-4 win over Hopewell's Chad 
Jodkinn_..._ The \Vhcl'ling Park senior has 
130 caiccr win~. 

i\t I 25, Brooke's ow11 Jon 
McFarland 11t:cdcd a takcdown in ovcr
t ime tc di~patc!1 !'re~Uo111's Joey 
Rosenberger. R-6. Rosenberger picked 
up four h,.1,:k points as the third period 
wound down to furcc the extra frame. 

H:i1Tisun CL·ntral's Jesse- Emery 
gaVt' tip lht' first two points in his 130-
pound rn,H1.:h aga!llsl South,idc's Josh 
l!.1bk' hut recovered for a l 3-8 win. 
Emery riuhhi:d filH1 in tile state and 
tl1ird 111 the OV J\C this pa~t ~cason. 

Enwr~ was named thL OV:\C's most 

valuable wrestler. 
8rnl)kc'-; I '.·15--pnumkr H1;1du1 

Shaw was the OY AC champ In \fr•, cl:h,; 
and also finished as the nrnnL·r"!!P :JI 
\Vest Virginia's ~late tourney. lk \Yun 
11-9 in a see-Sa\,.. ba11le a!!ainst M<iL'-' 
Steve Perri. Shaw fini'.;llCd witil oH·r 
130 career wins. 

The O\' AC'~ fic;t l(iss 11ccurred <.:t 
140 pounds. RL11111ic \Vilson nf 
Ambridge picked up a narrow Lkcision 
over Monroe Ccntral's Rvan Fereusnn, 
5-3, and the MAC made It two slrait~ht 
as Cameron's stale and OVAC' champi
on Casey Hughes fell to \Ve-st 
Allegheny's Kirk Campbell, 1-1. 

Ferguson had l)Ver l 20 \Vins 111 his 
Seminole career, while Hu~hes finished 
at 41-0 lhis scfI~011 and ! 38-26 ovn a 
four-year span. 

Buckeye Local':; Brock Bowman 
got the 0\'AC hack on track with;; 5-'~ 
~vin over Southsick's l'vlike Nale. 
Bowman has 12( 1\ ins in his Panlht:r 
career and was tl:L· OV/\.C champ al 
I 52 this ~ca:-.un. I-Jc rmlc out N,rk 111 
the final I 5 secund,'i lo prcsc1 h' tilt..' wiri. 

B0\\'m;rn·s Wl!1 was .... .indwiclh.~d 
bv two cnnsccuti\'c MAC victuric..... At 
(60, SL John Ct'.ntrai's lhris C,:sc 
dropped an overt1111G rnatcll to Sc.nc,:,1 
Valley's Blake Rice. and lhree-limc 

Pt:!ll1\_\-JY,tnla slate c!rnmp Kurt Brennc! 
dvc1.s1mll'd ShadY.'-idc\; Luke BurkhardL 
S-- l. at 17 l µomltb. 

Case \\'i!S the r111J1Jt;:"-lij) al lhe 
UV.-\(~ io11r1wmenf and I inisl1cJ fourth 
in O!1iu lhis sea:-;on. while Burkhardt 
was .tho the OV AC runner-up in his 
.:l:t'>',. Both had well over J 00 ,vins in 
!heir respective careers. 

Brenner WilS the MAC's meet MVP. 
Another.Shadyside wrestler, Bohby 

Samsa. won .'1-3 over Laural's Pat 
"furt\l al I ~9-poumls. Snmsa trnilcd 3-
:2, bul an escape and takcdown in lhc 
third period gave him the victory. 

Samsa. wilh over I 40 career 
\\ills. frnishcd second at the OVAC 
t(llll namcnt. 

The OV AC fini:d1L·d with a bang, 
picking up pms in the final two match
es. 

~hc!l'.!1Hh1;\11's Hmd Jlannah-; nccdt·tl 
,.1nly 2:2 I lo pin Snuth.side's Shane 
Cl!u.:J.,;:a11 at 2 l .i poumls. The Zep sen
ltl: Wil:'> ki!ding 2·- I at tht:: time. 

lk.i,·yw;_•[ght Ktil'I D:1vi:t nl't:fkd 
tt, pin 1\rnhrid~~e s Eric Vanya. 

!);:,,·1,t l,ullt ;; lJ-1 kad before picking up 
\Yiili nn1fal!. 

iJa, 1,1 i•, a thn:e-limc state charnpi 
011 anti ,et the Ohio Valley record for 
r:!;\'t.T \\·Jn..,: he l1-1s I {17. 

< hk Ulc1i" s 
OVA(' ,11],<;li\L", 

SL Jolin (\'1llr< 
Bud~c,t.· l.nca 
Shcn,111do.1Ji'-.; M 

f{c\ttlh 
103 lirnniyY, 
Smith (MAC), 7-~' 
112 ·- A11!11011jl V 
Cuncu (MAC), 13·7 
119 -- Bdan Hum~ 
,Jodikinw; (MAC), 9· 
125 ,Jon McFar 
Rosenber0er {MAC 
130 - Je~;se Erner} 
(MAC) 13-b 
135 -- Braden Shav 
(MAC), 11 ·9. 
140 rionnic v•Jj 
Fcrguc;on (OVAC), : 
14 5 • 1-<trk r::amp 
Hughes (OVAC). 3-
15? -· H1nr·k knwmc 
(MAC) S4 
160 fJlah.t.. F-m.e 
((iv'AC), ,J-;? (OT!. 
1 / ! f<urt Brc:n 
l~U!h.L=H ·iJ ;1 )V/41 :1, f 
189 huht•v .½:urn; 
(f\/i/.;l:) '.1-J 
21 ~-. l.'imrl Hs1nnal1 
Ched,an 1MI\C), 2:? 
21.S •· f\rnil Duvi;;1 {C 
(MACL i 84. 
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11--4 win over Hopewell's Chad 
Jmlkinus. The \Vhceling Park senior has 
130 ca1cer wins. 

At 12:5. Brook.:·., own Jon 
.Mchtrland nt·edc<l a takednwn in over
t l mc tc di:-.:p:ttch !·recUom's Joey 
Rn\enhcrgcr 8-6. Rosenberger picked 
up four bal'.k point:-. as the third period 
,,,ou1H.l down to Ji.H"L'L'. the extra frame. 

ii,111!-;un Cc11tr.1l's .ft'S'>e E111cry 
)!.!Vt.' 11p llJ,., 1i1:..:t two pui111s in his l 3ll
pouml 11u11 .. ·h ag,1111s1 South...,ide's Josh 
Babic. l1u1 n.Tovncd for a I 3-8 win. 
Emery r1111.,;hcd fifth in tile state and 
lilird iH the UV AC this pa:;! :-.cason. 

Emc1y was named 1he OV:\C's most 

Yaluahlc ,nc.'>tlcr. 
BrlH)kt.:'.., l 35·p11U11i..ler Hr;id,·n 

Shaw was the OV/\C champ in hi.., cl:1-;.., 
and also finished us the runHcr-up :11 
West Virginia's state tmm1cy. He wnn 
11-9 in a sce-smv battle agaillst Mars' 
Steve Perri. Shaw finished with over 
130 career wins. 

The OVAC's first luss occurred ::! 
140 pounds. Ronnii.: \Vilson nf 
Ambridge picked up ;i narrow decision 
over Monroe Ccntral's Ryan Fen.!W,on. 
5-3, and the MAC made h twn slraighi 
as Cameron's state and OVAC champi 
on Casey Hughes fell tu \Vest 
Allegheny's Kirk Campbell, J. I. 

Ferguson had tWer 120 ,,-Jns in hi~ 
Seminole career, while Hughes finished 
at 4 I-0 this season and 138-26 over a 
four-year span. 

Iluckeve Local':, Brock Bowman 
got the O\'A-C hack on track with ;1 5--'1 
win over Southside"s Iviike Nale. 
Bowman has I 1.r \\ ins in his Pan1hcr 
career and wa~, th: OV AC champ at 
152 this sea'-.on. He rnlk uut '.~~;;k rn 
the final 15 :-.ccomb lo prcs•.!n c th'..'. win. 

Bo\\'m;.rn·~. wl11 w::,, ~.rndwidll'd 
hy two consecutive M1\(' \·lc1urici.;_ At 
160, St. John Ccntrai ':,; Chris Case 
dropped :.rn ovcrt1111e rnatcll to Sent!ca 
Valley's Blake Rice. and threc--linh: 

l\:1m-;ylvania state champ Kurt Brcnnl'r 
tkcisionL'd Slmdy .... iJc 's Luke Burkhardt, 
5- i, at ! 71 pound:,,. 

Case was tlie rrn111cr-up at the 
()\' i\C tournament and finished fourth 
in Ohiu this season, while Burkhardt 
w~1s also the OV AC runner-up in his 
cla~:>. Both had well over 100 wins in 
tllcir n::-ipccti\'e careers. 

Brenner was the f\.1AC's meet MVP. 
Another. Shadyside wrestler, Bobby 

.Sam~a. won 5-3 over Laural's Pat 
Turco ~,t I 89-pounds. Samsa trailed 3-
2, hut an escape and takedown in the 
third period gave him the victory. 

Samsa, with over 140 career 
\\·ins, finished second al the OVAC 
tornnament. 

The OV AC finished with a bang, 
picking up pins in the final two match
es. 

Shen;u1lh1<1h's Brad Ilannah" neerkd 
unly 2:21 to pin Soulhside's Shane 
Cl1cch::..111 al 2 l 5 pounds. The Zep sen
Joi ,\·a-. kadi11g 2-- 1 at the time . 

Hl'a\'\'\\'t:i!!ht Koel Davia needl'd 
·'•...: !f; p11·1 An;hridge's Eric Vanya_ 

n,(\'1:1 !,uill ;., l)_! l.:ad hcforc picking up 
•;,nh pm!".!!! 

Uavi:t J', a three-time state champi
on and SLl the Ohio Valley record for 
i·:ircvr win~: he has I (17. 

Oak ( lkn's Lany Shaw coad1cd lhe 
OV ;\(' ;1!!---t<.tr'i. with assistance from 
SL .lolrn Central's Andrew LaMotte. 
Bul·keye Local s Brian Davis and 
She11arn.!oall's Mike \Vaitc. 

Re-;ulh: 
103 Jimmy Young {OVAC) dee. Mike 
Smith (MAC), 7-'2.. 
112 - Anthony V..3!1es (OVAC) dee. Tom 
Cuneu (MAC), 13-7. 
119 - Brian Humphrey (OVAC) dee. Chad 
Jodikinos (MAC}, 9-4. 
125 - Jon McFarland (OVAC) dee. Joey 
Rosenberger (MAC), 8-6 (OT). 
130 - JeGse Emery (OVAC) dee_ Josh Bable 
(MAC), 13-6. 
135 -- B1·aden Shaw (OVAC) dee. Steve Perri 
(MAC), 11 ·3. 
140 - F1onnie VVitson (MAC} dee. Ryan 
Ferguson (OVAC), 5-3 
145 -· Kirk Campbell (MAC) dee. Casey 
Hughes (OVAC), 3· 1. 
15? -- Rrrwk Rowman {UV /~Cl dee. Mike Note 
(MAC), S-4 
160 ·- Blake Rice (MAC) Jee. Chris Case 
(Uv'AC,, 4·2 (OT! 
171 f\urt Sr01rner (MAC) dee. Luke 
burkk.wit l'r1Jf\C). ~;·1, 
189 -- Bobby S:urna (OVACJ dee. Pat Turco 
(M/.;,Cj, :'1<J. 
21E; Brad H~a.nnah~: {OVAC) pinned Shane 
ChecL:m 1LMC), 2 .?1. 
275 - !\oe! Davia (OVAC) p1nncd Eric Vanya 
(MAC\. -1 ·34 



OVAC 
to face 
MAC on 
mats 
• OVAC team has 
eight local seniors 

The best senior wrestlers of 
the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference will take lo the mats 
Wednesday night at Brooke High 
School, grappling \Vith the best 
of MAC of western 
Pennsylvania. 

The meet will get under way 
at 7 p.m. with one match in all 
14 weight classes. 

The OV AC will be coached 
by Oak Glen's Larry Shaw, 
Buckeye Local's Brian Davis, 
Shenandoah's Mike Waite and 
St. John Central's Chic LaMotte. 

The I 03-pouncl match pits 
Buckeye Local's Jimmy Young 
against Montour High School's 
Mike Smith. 

Weirton Madonna's Anthony 
Valles will represent the area at 
112 pounds. He will meet South 
Side's Tom Cuneo. 

Wheeling Park's Brian 
Humphrey is the entrant at 119 
pounds. He put together a career 
record of 130-37 and won the 
OV AC title this past winter. He 
will meet Hopewell's Chad 
Jodikinos. 

Brooke's John McFarland and 
his 125-42 career record will 
meet Joey Rosenberger in the 
125-pound match. 

Harrison Central 's Jesse 
Emery will be the OV AC repre
sentative at 130 pounds. He will 
meet South Side's Josh Bable. 

Brooke's Braden Shaw will 
wrestle at 135 pounds. He put 
together a career record of 134-
2 I and won two OV AC titles 
and a state title this past winter. 

At 140 pounds, Monroe 
Central 's Ryan Ferguson will 
meet Ronnie Wilson of 
Ambridge. Ferguson -- who 
qualified to the state tournament 
this past winter -- owns a career 
record of 122-3 7. 

Cameron's Casey Hughes -
who won a state title this season 
-- will meet West Allegheny's 
Kirk Campbell. Hughes has a 
career record of 138-26. 

Buckeye Local's Brock 
Bowman will represent the 
OV AC at 160 pounds. He put 
together a strong 124-56 mark 

All-Star Mat 
Event Slated 

Brooke High School will play 
host to the 2004 Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference/Mountain 
Athletic Con fcrence Al 1-S tar 
Wrestling Match Wednesday 
starting at 7 p.m. 

Larry Shaw, who recently led 
his Golden Bears to their eighth
strai~ht state title. will be the 
head' coach of the OV AC All
Stars. 

Representing the OVAC will 
be Buckeye Local's Jimmy 
Young ( l 03) and Brock Bow
man (152), Madonna's Anthony 
Valles ( 112), Wheeling Park's 
Brian Humphrey ( 119), 
Brooke's Jon Mcfarland (125) 
and Braden Shaw (135), Harri
son Central's Jesse Emery ( 130), 
Monroe Central's Ryan Fergu
son (140). Cameron's Casey 
Hughes (145!. Bellaire St. 
John's Chris Case i 160). Shadv
side's Luke Burkhardt ( 171) and 
Bobby Samsa 11891. Bar
nesvillc's Brad Hannahs (215) 
and Union L.ocal's Kncl davia 
I 2 751. 



_ _ ....... J .. vuu5 against Montour High School's Mike Smith. 
Weirton Madonna's Anthony Valles will represent the area at J J 2 pounds. He will meet South Side's Tom Cuneo. 
Wheeling Park's Brian Humphrey is the entrant at J J 9 pounds. He put together a career record of 13 0-3 7 and won the OVAC title this past winter. He will meet Hopewell's Chad Jodikinos. 
Brooke's John McFarland and his 125-42 career record will meet Joey Rosenberger in the 125-pound match. 
Harri~on Central's Jesse Emery will be the OVAC representative at I 30 pounds. He wiJI meet South Side's Josh Bable. Brooke's Braden Shaw will wrestle at J 35 pounds. He put together a career record of J 34-2 J and won two OV AC titles and a stale title this past winter. Al 140 pounds, Monroe Central 's Ryan Ferguson will meet Ronnie Wilson of Ambridge. Ferguson -- who qualified to the state tournament this past winter -- owns a career record of 122-37. 

Cameron's Casey Hughes -who won a stale title this season -- will meet West Allegheny's Kirk Campbell. Hughes has a career record of J 38-26. 
Buckeye Local 's Brock Bowman will represent the OV AC at 160 pounds. He put together a strong 124-56 mark over his four years. He will meet Mike Nale of South Side. 
St. John Central's Chris Case -- wl10 placed fourth in the stale meet -- will put his J 08-40 mark on the line against Seneca Valley's Blake Rice. 
Shadyside is the only Ohio school to have two representaM lives on the squad, Luke Burkhardt will grapple at 171 pounds against Freedom's Kurt Brenner. Burkhardt -- who was twice an OV AC runner-up -owns a career record of 110-20. Bobby Samsa will grapple at 189 pounds. Samsa -- who is also a two-time OV AC runnernp -- will meet Lauri Highland's Pat Turco. Samsa owns a 142-26 mark during his four years with 01e Tigers. 

Barnesville's Brad Hannahs will grapple at 215 pounds. Hannahs -- who has a 60-34 record -- will meet South Side's Shane Check an. 
Union Local's Koel Davia will represent the area at 275. Davia -- a three-time Ohio state champion -- put together a career record of I 67-27. 


