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Waest Virginia guard RaeQuan Battle (21)
and forward Quinn Siazinski {11} celebrate
during the second half against Kansas on
Saturday in Morgantown. West Virginia
won 91-85.

:Mountaineers
Deliver Moment
To Remember

You could sense what was coming as
Kerr Kriisa stood at the free throw line
shooting two free throws with 2 seconds to
play on Saturday night. i e
free throws would guar- |
antee that there were no
“Hail Marys”. and no
miracles left that could |
beat the West Virginia
basketball team on this [
Saturday night. %

This was one of those fs ;
games that seem to come 8 =
along whenever Kan- BOB HERTZEL

WV News

sas comes to town. This

year. it was with them

holding the No. 3 spot in the Associated
Press poll while WVU was trying to put
pieces of its team back together again after
what had been a 6-11 start.

The setting was wild. More than 12,000
had ventured out con a night made for
brandy or hot chocolate in front of the
fireplace. not to trudge to the most well-
known building in Morgantown — the
Coliseum — to watch what most expected
to be another Mountaineer loss.

It's kind of funny that WVU had been
saying for a month that it would become
a better team when their center and best
player. Jesse Edwards, came back from an
injured wrist to play. making them a com-
plete team for the first time all season.

Please see MOUNTAINEERS, Page (2

Shamrocks Shine At
"OVAC Tournament

Barnesville's Dakota King works for one of his 11 takedowns against Cameron’s Slaton Pettit during the 138-pound
finals at the 70th annual OVAC Ron Mauck wrestling tournament Saturday night inside WesBanco Arena in down-
town Wheeling. King became a three-time champion with a 23-8 technical fall. The Shamrocks also won their first

overall team title since 1985 and their fifth cansecutive Class 3A championship.

Barnesville Wrestlers Win First Conference Title Since 1985

Photo by Kim North

By KIM NORTH

Staff Writer

WHEELING - For the first
time in nearly four decades,
Barnesville finished as the overall
team champion as the 70th annual
OVAC Ron Mauck wrestling tour-
nament came to a close Saturday
night inside WesBanco arena.

The talented Shamrocks piled up
259 points to slip past University
which tallied 251.5. It’s the first
overall championship since 1985.
Barnesville also collected its fifth
straight Class 3A crown and now
has 13 total OVAC Tournament
titles.

“The kids battled and battled.
We had some kids that stepped up
and got higher places on the po-
dium that they were projected,”
Barnesville head coach Jayson Ste-
phen said. “This is a big deal. It’s
an awesome feeling but this team
had a lot of bigger goals for down
the road.”

Please see SHAMROCKS, Page 10

Ed Waest, center,
Mr. Mat Award by OVAC Ron Mauck
Tournament Director Shane Shaffer,
right, and former Mr. Mat, Dr. Vince
Monseau, right, Saturday prior to the
championship finals. West is a former
W.Va. state champion as a wrestler
and longtime coach at John Marshall.

) Photo by Kim North
is presented the

. West Named
" 2024 Mr. Mat

WHEELING — Ed Westisa
graduate of John Marshall High
School, where he was a 1973
West Virginia state wrestling
champion, compiling a career
record of 58-11-1.
member of two state champion-
ship teams (1972 & 1973).

West earned his BA degree
at West Liberty State College
(now West Liberty Universi-
ty), and later acquired an mas
ters degree from West Virginia
University.

While coaching five years
at Moundsville Junior High
School (1978-1982) with Lar-
ry Chambers.
four undefeated teams.

He was a

West produced

Please see MAT, Page 1)

By ANDREW GRIMM
For The Intelligencer

| its coaches.

Photo by Andrew G;ifnr;
Wheeling Park senior Abby Heilman competes in the 100

ships, she would go in the water.

i  WELLSBURG — Thanks to a
| winning effort, the last member
{ of the Brooke swimming team to
t hit the pool Saturday was one of

| Bruins coach Kelsie Blumette
., made a deal with her team that
| if they delivered a strong perfor-
mance in the OVAC Champion-

breaststroke during Saturday's Bill Brubaker OVAC Swim-
ming Championships. Heilman won the event, one of three
Park swimmers to capture an individual title.

Not only did the Bruins girls
team top the OVAC Class 5A
field to claim the conference ti-

tle for the seventh-year coach,
but the Brooke boys also tied for
fourth and Blumette was named
the OVAC female coach of the
year prior to her own swim —
assisted by an encouraging
shove from celebrating Bruin
swimmers.

“It was a great day for Brooke
swimming,” Blumette said. “Ev-
ery kid swam out of their minds.
We only had two days of practice
we were allowed in the pool this
past week and the kids showed up
in a big way (Saturday).”

~ - _ Brooke Girls Win OVAC Swimming
e Title; Park Boys Finish In Second

The Bruins girls racked up
241 points to beat out perennial
contenders Morgantown (203)
and Parkersburg South (200) to
stand atop the podium inside the
Brooke Wellness Center.

That performance was led by
an event win from the 200 free
relay unit of Ella Dietrich. Ella
McCullough. Lyla Horvath and
Faith Farrell who turmned in a
1:48.22, more than four seconds
better than their seed time.

Please see SWIMMING. Page [0

WLU Cruises

Dant MNlarssilla

' Kelce Scores Twice, Chiefs Beat
| Rilla Far Snot In AFC Title Game



high four medals on the day.

“We had a runner-up on the girls
side in 2019 and now a title this
year ... it shows how our program
keeps growing.” Bilumette said.
“It’s just awesome to see. The boys
tying for fourth is big, too. They're
a small, but mighty group and they

shocked me today. They saw the | =

seed sheet and wanted to be better,
and they were.”

Blumette’s coach of the year
award was a new award added this
year. It was voted on by the coaches.

“It’s pretty cool to be recognized
by my peers,” she said.

Also on the girls side. John Mar-
shall came in fifth. Wheeling Park
sixth and Big Red ninth.

The Patriots” Molly George
topped the 100 backstroke in
1:05.10 and was runner-up in the
100 butterfly, while Abby Heil
man won the 100 breaststroke in
1:12.25 and finished the day with
four medals (third place 200 free
relay unit, second in the 200 IM,
fifth in the 400 free).

Big Red’s Kinsey Tucker fin-
ished sixth in the 200 IM and the
100 butterfly to give Steubenville
a multi-event medalist.

Parkerburg South’s Jordan Clay-
pool was the female swimmer of
the year recipient after capturing

SHAMROCKS
{Continued from Page 9)

Barnesville led the 42-team field
with 10 placers, including three
champions, a trio of runners up, a
third, a fifth and two sixths. Win-
ning his third title. which clinched
the team championship, was senior
Dakota King (138).

The Ohio State University re-
cruit put on a takedown clinic in
his 23-8 technical fall of Camer-
on's Slaton Pettitt in the finals. He
had four of his 11 two-pointers in
the first period and coasted from
there. All of Pettit’s points came on
escapes.

“This one feels better than the
first two because I finally passed
my dad.” Dakota said. *He won
two and now I'm one up on him.
That feels good.”

As much pleasure as he took
in passing his father, assistant
Barnesville coach T.J. King, he
was equally proud to be part of a
championship team.

“It’s been a long, long time since
Bamesville won the OVAC Tour-
nament, so this is an exciting time
right now.” Dakota added. “It was
a tota] team effort and I'm glad to
have been a part of it.

Other Shamrocks claiming titles
were senior Skyler King (157), no
relation to Dakota. and surprising
freshman Colt Carpenter (126). It
was Skyler King's second consecu-
tive title as he blanked Steubenville’s
Savier Faulks 6-0. Carpenter, the
No. 5 seed, took down University’s
second-seeded Colton Gillespie, 8-6.
That put the Shamrocks ahead by
three points and Dakota King's sub-
sequent win sealed the deal.

“The kids did what they had to
do,” Coach Stephen said. “We had
some kids step up. like Colt, and
some others. It took an entire team
effort.”

University head coach Ken Mai-
sel praised the Shamrocks.

“They have a really, really good
team.” he said. “For a small school

Reds once again forced

- ¥ numerous turnovers with

Photo by Andrew Grimm

Brooke's Ella McCullough competes in the 100-yard breaststroke Satur-
day during the OVAC 5A Swim Meet. McCultough tied for an event-high

four medals on the day.

three golds and a bronze.
BOYS

Parkersburg South, whose coach.
Ryan Radcliff, was named the con-
ference’s boys coach of the year.
racked up 354 points to claim the
title, topping Wheeling Park’s 254
and Dover’s 151.

Brooke tied Morgantown for
fourth and JM came home in eighth.

South swimmers were on the po-
dium in a total of nine of 22 events
on the way to earning the crown.

Park’s runner-up effort was led by
Levi Parker winning the 200 free in
1:50.84 on the way to eaming four
medals (second place 200 medley
relay team, second in the 500 free,
second place 400 free relay team).

Jackson Kiziminski also had four
medals for Park (second place 200

they are doing big things. We made
a run at them, but just could get
over the top.”

The Hawks won the Class 5A
team title and also had a trio of
titlists in three-time champ Luca
Felix (165), two-time titlist Brock
Kehler (285) and Pepper Martin
(106). Felix defeated Barnesville’s
Ayden King, 8-2, while Kehler
pinned Harrison Central’s Landen
Thomas and Martin decisioned
Beaver Local’s Justus Fisher, 9-1.

Parkersburg South, which fin-
ished as the Class 5A runner up
with 203 points, had two champi-
ons, as did Steubenville, which fin-
ished third in Class SA with 181.

The Wood County Patriots win-
ners were Gage Wright (175) and
Cole Smith (113). The No. | na-
tionally ranked Wright posted a
12-2 major decision over Wheel-
ing Park’s Jameson Maynard, who
was a defending OVAC champion.
Smith edged East Liverpool’s Tris
ten Eckies, 3-2.

Big Red winners were sophomore
Cooper Smith (144) and senior Bro-
dy Saccoccia (150). Smith topped
Barnesville senior Karson Mithoan,
5-1, while Saccoccia outlasted the
Shamrocks’ Reese Stephen, 2-1, in
an ultimate tiebreaker.

Wheeling Central was the Class
3A runner up with 101.5 points.

Wheeling Park had a champion
in Malaki Washington (190). The
sophomore, also a No. 5 seed, won
by medical default over Beaver Lo-
cal’s Kane Curran who suffered an
ankle injury and couldn’t continue.

“l said before that Malaki was
adjusting to that weight class and
this weekend I think he made the
final adjustment and showed that
he is here to stay,” Wheeling Park
head coach Brian Leggett said.

Wasdhington credited his victo-
ry to his training partner.

“I work every day with Jameson
Maynard and he really pushes me.

medley relay team, second place
200 IM, fourth place 100 breast-
stroke, second place 400 free relay
team).

The Bruins didn't put anyone
atop the podium on the boys side
but earned their place as a team with
medals in eight different events by
10 individuals/relay teams.

Warren's Mason Francis was
named the male swimmer of the year
after winning two golds, a bronze
and a fourth-place medal on the day.

MORE TO COME

Due to being postponed Friday
because of the winter storm that
came through the area, the titles
in Class 1A-3A and 4A will be
decided today, also at the Brooke
Wellness Center. The meet is set to
begin at 5:30 p.m.

Going to camps also helped me fur-
ther my skills,” he said.

Qak Glen's Logan Davis (120)
became a three-time champ with a
pin of Shenandoah’s Tristen Ros-
siter in 3:49. The win helped the
Golden Bears to the Class 4 team
title in head coach josh Comell’s
second year. They tied with Indian
Creek last year.

“Qur depth really came through
this weekend,” Cornell said. “We
had some guys step up and get
on the podium. Sure we would’ve
liked to have had more, but we had
enough to get the job done.”

When asked about Davis, Cor-
nell really didn’t know what to say
that he already hasn’t about his se-
nior stud.

“He just goes out and takes care
of business.”

Other champions were Harrison
Central’s Lucas Thomas (215) and
Beaver Local’s Robert Buccheit
(132). Both won their second ti-
tles, but Thomas’s first came two
years ago. He was runner up last
year.

Thomas pinned Wheeling Cen-
tral’s Isaac Martin in 5:37.

“This championship feels a lot
better than the first because I felt I
was more dominant and in control
tonight,” Thomas said.

Buccheit earned a 3-1 decision
over University’s Carter Pauley
with a late escape.

Wright was voted the Bierkortte
Ward winner by tournament coach-
es as the Most Outstanding Wres-
tler. Kehler earned the Hercules
Award for most pins in the shortest
amount of time in the champion-
ship bracket.

Cameron won its third straight
Class 1A/2A title, but the first un-
der first-year head coach Derek
Martin.

“The kids had a goal coming in
here and they accomplished it,”
Martin noted.

8| their pressure defense
1 which ultimately led to
| their 54-51 triumph on

John Jenkins Court.

The win also snapped
Union Local’s streak of
four-straight conference
titles, dating back to the
2019-20 season. Prior
to that, it was head coach
John Farrier’s Big Reds
who won the previous
three, making Satur-
day’s Buckeye 8 title the
team’s fourth in confer-
ence history.

While the outcome
came down to the wire,
indian Creek head coach
Steve Eft believes the
game was lost in the first
quarter.

It was there Creek
turned the ball over nine
times in the first quarter
and at one point trailed
10-2 before battling
back to trail by two at
15-13 by quarter’s end.

A couple steals and
lay-ins from McKenna
Scott heiped Creek cut
back into the lead as
Scott scored 12 of her
game-high 23 points in
the first half.

Bellaire, meanwhile,
featured a balanced scor-
ing effort, led early by
Rhyan O’ Grady.

The Big Reds’ guard
also scored 12 in the
first quarter plus a cou-
ple easy buckets off
turnovers. She  was
backed by eight from
Zara Harveth and nine
from Eliana Mason, but
it was O’'Grady leading
the charge early.

Bellaire took the lead
for good on a pair of
Harveth free throws with
39 seconds remaining to
break a 51-51 tie.

Trailing by two and af-
ter a miss, Creek fouled
Harveth again with nine
seconds. She missed the
first but made the sec-
ond, putting the Reds up
by three.

Creek worked the
ball down the floor, but
a player fed the ball in-
side to Kylie Anderson,
who had to shoot with
only a second to go. The
shot rimmed out and the
game ended.

Anderson, who fin-
ished with nine points,
had only two after the
break as Creek opted to
either attack off the drib-
ble or to put up 3-point-
ers.

Camryn Ketron
backed Scott and An-
derson with eight and
Anderson led all players
with 15 rebounds for the
double-double.

Harveth caught fire in
the second half, hitting
runners and mid-range
jump shots while also
going 5-of-6 at the line,
finishing with 22 points.

{(12-4) took command
early behind their full-
court pressure and held
a 46-17 advantage at the
half.

The 44-point margin
of victory was Martins
Ferry’s fourth straight
win by at least 20 points.

Lindsey Best had a
team-best 22 points, fol-
lowed by Lindse Sidon
with 15. Maddie Lucas
chipped in 10.

The Beavers (5-11)
were led by Karsyn
Bowyer with 11 points.

Union Local 72, St.

Clairsville 15

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
The Jets wasted little
time early in putting any
upset thoughts from the
Red Devils to bed, tak-
ing a 19-4 lead after one.

Defensively, Union
Local forced numerous
turnovers and never al-
lowed St. Clairsville
to score more than five
points in a quarter. Anna
Kain {ed the Red Devils
with seven points.

The Jets, meanwhile,
got a balanced effort,
led by 15 apiece from
Lauren Miller and Del-
aney Butler while Laken
Vinskovich went for 10.

Teagan Day added
nine off the bench for
Union Local.

Harrison Central 63,

Cambridge 35

ST. CLAIRSVILLE
-~ Maddie Sedgmer had
a game-high 20 points as
the Huskies rolled past
the Bobcats.

Danica Rensi added
19 and Lauren Doane
finished with 10.

River 67,
Shenandoah 32

SARAHSVILLE
Senior Kelisey Harlan
led River High with 23
points, 10 rebounds and
six assists in a win over
Shenandoah on Saturday.

Freshman Maci Isaly
(t4) and junior Kaylee
Hagan (11) backed Har-
lan in scoring.

River led 28-5, 41-14
and 57-25 at the breaks.

Coach Rick Isaly’s
12-2 Lady Pilots visit
Monroe Central (13-3)
tonight in a huge OVAC
2-A clash.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Barnesville 43,
Caldwell 39

CALDWELL - Asa
Geilinger led  three
Shamrocks in double
figures with 16 points
as they stunned the lost
Redskins. Duker Castel-
lo added 12 and Casey
Carpenter had 10.
Shadyside 59, River 39

SHADYSIDE -
Ben Wach poured in
31 points as the Tigers
tamed the Pilots.

Kaden Johnson and
Kabel Isaly evenly di-
vided 30 markers for
River.

MaT

{Continued {rom Page 9)

In 1982, he started his scholastic
coaching career as assistant coach un-
der Ed Dugas at John Marshaill High
School. In 2001, West took over the
reins of the Monarchs, continuing the
legacy of the school’s outstanding mat

program.
During Coach West's tenure,

squads compiled a 136-57-1 dual meet
record. His 2002 tearn was the OVAC
4 A Dual Meet cChampions and placed

his

Muldrew).

third at the state tournament. Under
West, three of his squads placed in
the “Top-Six” at the state tournament.
West coached five OVAC champions
and five West Virginia state titleists.
Furthermore, he coached the school’s
only three-time state champion (Dustin
Richey), two OVAC Outstanding Wres-
tlers (Ryan Muldrew & Derek George).
and one Dutton Award winner (Ryan

AAA state championship.

In 2008, Coach West was inducted
into the West Virginia Chapter of the
National Wrestling Hall of Fame for his
Lifetime Service to Wrestling.

After coaching wrestling at John
Marshall High School, he coached the
Monarchs® girls softball team to state
prominence and was named the softball
coach of the year on a number of occa-
sions. They won the 2023 W.V. Class

2021.

and Ethan.

B

He then came back to the mats to
coach wrestling at Moundsville Juniot
High School and his “Trojans” wres-
tlers won the PAC-8 Championship in

West resides in Moundsville with his
wife, Colleen. They have three daugh-
ters: Shilo, Shannon, and Abby. They
are also the proud grandparents of four
grandchildren: Brock, Blake, Breyden.
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Linsly at Steubenville, 5:30

p.m.
Unien Local at John Mar-
shall, 5:45 p.m.
Martins Ferry at Shadyside
Edison at Harrison Central
Brooke at Indian Creek
Barnesville at Bridgeport
Buckeye Locat at Caldwell
St. Clairsville at Claymont
River at Monroe Central
Steubenville Catholic at
East Liverpool
Clay-Battelle at Valley., 7
p.m.

Prer WRESTLING

70th Annual OVAC
Ron Mauck Wrestling
Tournament at WesBanco
Arena, Wheeling
Class 1A/2A
1. Cameron 80; 2. Southern
Local 74; 3. Caldwell 48; 4.
Bridgeport 22.5; 5. Steuben-
ville Catholic 22.5; 6. Toronto
17; 7 {tie) River, Shadyside 10;
9. Beallsville 7; 10. {tie) Fron-
tier, Madonna 3; 12, Wellsville
2; 13. f(tie} Monroe Central,
Paden City 0; 15. Conotton

Valley -2

Class 3A
1. Barnesville 259; 2. Wheel-
ing Centraf 101.5; 3. Linsly 89;
4, Union Local 81.5; 5. Martins
Ferry 56; 6. Shenandoah 38.5;
7. Bellaire 31; 8. Fort Frye 22;
9. Magnolia 14

Class 4A
1. Oak Glen 168; 2. Beaver Lo-
cal 136.5; 3. Indian Creek 97; 4.
Harrisen Central 93.5; 5. East
Liverpool 79.5; 6. Weir 68; 7.
Cambridge 58; 8. Edison 58;
9. Buckeye Local 56; 10. St.
Clairsville 21

Class 5A
1. University 251.5; 2. Park-
ersburg Scuth 203.5; 3. Steu-
benville 181; 4. Wheeling Park
152.5; 5. John Marshall 96; 6.
Brooke 84; 7. Warren Local 51;
8. Margantown 30

Overall (Top 10}

1. Barnesville 259; 2. Universi-
ty 251.5; 3. Parkersburg South
203.5; 4. Steubenville 187; 5.
Oak Glen 168; 6. Wheeling
Park 152.5; 7. Beaver Local
136.5; 8. Wheeling Centrai
101.5; 9. Indian Creek 97; 10.
John Marshall ¢6

Seorts on TV

Monday, Jan. 22
COLLEGE BASKETBALL
{(MEN'S)

7 p.m.
CBSSN — Lehigh at Col-
gate
ESPN — Wake Forest at
North Carolina

SPNU — McNeese St. at 7

Texas ABM-CC

9 p.m.

CBSSN — Hofstra at Stony
Brook

ESPN — Cincinnati at Kan-
sas

ESPNU -— Texas Southern
at Jackson St

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

{(WOMEN'S)

4p.m.
CBSSN — Lehigh at Col-
gate
6:30 p.m.
FS1 — St. John's at Seton
Hall

7 p.m.
ESPNZ — UCLA at Utah
SECN — Mississippi St. at

Florida
8:30 p.m.
FS1 — Kansas St. at Ba
COLLEGE GYMNASTI
{(WOMEN'S)
Bp.m.
BTN — lowa at Minnesota
NBA BASKETBALL
7 p.m.
NBATV — San Antonio at
Philadeliphia
10 p.m.
NBATV — Atlanta at Sacra-

mento
NHL HOCKEY
7 p.m.
NHLN — Vegas at New Jer-

sey
SOCCER {MEN'S)
2:45 p.m.

USA — Premier League:
Wolverhampton at Brighton &
Hove Albion

TENNIS
12 p.m.

ESPN2 — ATP/WTA: The
Australian Open, Round of 16,
Melbourne, Australia (Taped)

p.m.
ESPN2 — ATPWTA: The
Australian Open, Quarterfi-
nails, Melbourne, Australia
3 a.m. {Tuesday)
ESPN2 — ATPWTA: The
Australian Open, Quarterfi-
nais, Melbourne, Australia

AusTRALIAN OPEN

lor

Baltimore 34, Houston 10
San Francisco 24, Green Bay

21
Sunday, Jan. 21
Detroit 31, Tampa Bar 23
Kansas City 27, Buffalo
Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 28
AFC

Kansas City at Baltimore, 3
p.m. {CBS)

Detroit at San Francisco, 6:30
p.m. (FOX)
Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 11
At Las Vegas
TBD, 6:30 p.m. (CBS)

ECHL

Saturday's Games
Adirondack 5, Trois-Rivieres 2
Reading 5, Maine 1
Norfolk 2, Newfoundland 1
Cincinnati 4, Kalamazoo 3
Florida 7, Savannah 4
Indy 4, Toledo 1
South Carolina 5, Atlanta 4
Jacksonville 5, Greenville 2
Utah 4, Kansas City 3
Wheeling 3, lowa 1
Worcester 4, Fort Wayne 3
Idaho 6, Rapid City 1

Sunday’'s Games

Florida 5, Savannah 2
Maine 4, Reading 3
Greenville 3, Jacksonville 1
Norfolk 5, Newfoundland 2
South Carolina 4, Orlando 2
Fort Wayne 5, Worcester 3

Wednesday's Games
Wheeling at Reading, 7 p.m.
Newfoundland at Norfolk,
7:05 p.m.
Atlanta at Florida, 7:30 p.m.
lowa at Cincinnati, 7:35 p.m.
Allen at Kansas City, 8:05 p.m.
Rapid City at Utah, 9:10 p.m.,

NBA

Saturday’s Games
Milwaukee 141, Detroit 135
Philadelphia 97, Charlotte 89
San Antonio 131, Washington
127
Cleveland 116, Atlanta 95
New York 126, Toronto 100
Chicago 125, Memphis 96
QOklahoma City 102, Minneso-
ta 97
Houston 127, Utah 126, OT

Sunday’s Games
L.A. Clippers 125, Brooklyn
114
Denver 113, Washington 104
Orlando 105, Miami 87
Boston 116, Houston 107
Phoenix 117, Indiana 110
Portland at L.A. Lakers, jate.

Monday's Games
Clevetand at Orlando, 7 p.m.
Milwaukee at Detroit, 7 p.m.
San Antonio at Philadelphia,

7:30

p.m.
Memphis at Toronto,

p.m.
Charlotte at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Boston at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Chicago at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
Atlanta at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Tuesday's Games

Denver at Indiana, 7 p.m.
New York at Brooklyn, 7:30

.M.
Bortland at Oklahoma City, 8
p.m.

Utah at New Orleans, 8 p.m.

L.A. Lakers at L.A, Clippers, 10
p.m.

GP W L OTPts GF GA

Boston 4528 8 9 65 158120
Florida 4527 14 4 58 142120
Toronto 45 23 14 8 54 161148
Detroit 46 24 17 5 63 162151
Tampa 47 24 18 5 53 157156
Mont. 4619 20 7 45 129165
Buffalo 46 20 22 4 44 134146
Ottawa 42 17 24 1 35 143154
Metropolitan Division

GP WL OTPts GF GA
NYR 45 2915 2 60 150132
Phila. 47 2616 6 56 142133
Car, 45 2515 5 55 154139
NYl 46 2015 11 51 136156

Wash. 44 2216 6 50 106130
NJ 44 2318 3 49 150154
Pitts. 43 2116 6 48 131116
Colu. 45 1422 9 37 135169
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
GP W L OTPtsGF GA

Winn. 44 3010 4 64145100
Colo. 47 3014 3 63179150
Dailas 46 27 13 & 60169 140
Nash. 46 2520 1 51143142
Ariz. 44 2219 3 471321730
StL 44 2220 2 46125140
Minn. 46 2021 5 45140157
Chi. 46 1430 2 30103165

Pacific Division
GP W L OTPts GF GA

Vanc. 46 31 11 4 66 176 119
Vegas 46 27 14 5 59 148123
Edm. 42 26 15 1 53 149122
LA 43 22 13 8 52 138112
Calg. 46 2120 5 47 143146
Seattle 46 19 18 9 47 127137
Ana. 4615 30 1 31 116160
S.Jose 46 11 31 4 26 94 186

MOTE: Two points for a win,
one point for overtime loss.
Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards
per conference advance to
playoffs.

Saturday's Games
Tampa Bay 3, Buffalo 1
Colorade 7, Philadelphia 4
Winnipeg 2, Ottawa 1, OT
Arizona 3, Nashville 2
Vancouver 6, Toronto 4
Boston 9, Montreal 4
Dallas 6, New Jersey 2
St. Louis 3, Washington 0
Edmonton 3, Calgary 1
Vegas 3, Pittsburgh 2
San Jose 5, Anaheim 3
Los Angeles 2, N.Y. Rangers

Sunday’'s Games
Ottawa 5, Philadeiphia 3
Minnesota 5, Carolina 2
Detroit 2, Tampa Bay 1
N Y. Islanders 3, Dallas 2, OT

N.Y. Rangers 5, ‘Anaheim 2
Toronto 3, Seattie 1

Monday s Games
Vegas at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Winnipeg at Boston, 7 p.m.
Florida at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Arizona, 9 p.m.
Chicago at Vancouver, 10

AT,
San Jose at Los Angeles,

10:30 g

uuday s Games

Dallas at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Philadelphia, 7
p-m.
Vegas at N.Y, Islanders, 7:30
p.m.
Washington at Minnesota, 8
p.m.
Columbus at Edmonton, 9
p.m.
St. Louis at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Buffalo at Anaheim, 10 p.m.

N.Y. Rangers at San Jose,
10:30 p.m.

(oLF ScoRres

The American

ress Scores

Sunday, La Quinta, Calif.
{Note: Tournament is played on three courses.)
a-La Quinta Country Club (Host Course): 7,060 yards; Par 72
b-PGA WEST Nicklaus Tournament Course: 7,147 yards; Par 72
c-Pete Dye Stadium Course: 7,187 yards; Par 72
Purse: $8.4 million
Final Round

Nick Dunlap

C. Bezuidenhout {300), $1,512,000
Xander Schauffele {145), $635,600

Justin Thomas (145}, $635,600
Kevin Yu {145), $635,600

Sam Burns (92}, $310,800
Adam Hadwin (92), $310,800
Michael Kim {92), $310,800
Ben Griffin (78), $254,100
Keith Mitchell (78}, $254,100
Atexander Bjork {65}, $212,100
Ryo Hisatsune (65), $212,100
J.T. Poston (65}, $212,100
Bronson Burgoon (55}, $164,500
Chan Kim {55), $164,500 )
Jimmy Stanger (55}, $164,500
Tom Hoge {48}, $132,300
Scottie Scheffler (48}, $132,300
Greyson Sigg (48}, $132,300
Carson Young (48}, $132,300
Eric Cole {40}, $99,120

Min Woo Lee (40}, $99,120
Alex Smalley (40}, $99,120
Davis Thompson (40}, $99,120
Austin Eckroat {30), $63,980
Tony Finau (30}, $63,980
Sungjae Im (30}, $63,980

Zach Johnson {30}, $63,980

Si Woo Kim (30}, $63,980
Kyoung-Hoon Lee (30}, $63,980
Alex Noren (30}, $63,980
Chandler Phillips (30}, $63,980

64b-65¢-60a-70c—259
63a-67b-65¢-65c—260
64a-69b-63c-65c—261
65a-67b-61¢-68c—261
66b-66c-66a-83¢—261
66a-61b-65¢-71c—263
65b-65¢-66a-67c—263
65a-63b-70c-65¢—263
66a-68b-64c-66¢c—264
69b-67c-66a-62c—264
64a-67b-67c-67c—265
66a-67b-68¢-65c—265
67c-66a-64b-69¢c—265
66¢-69a-64b-67¢c—266
64b-67¢c-68a-67c—266
65b-66c-66a-69c—266
69a-68b-65¢c-65¢c—267
67a-66b-69¢c-65¢—267
70a-69h-63¢-65¢—267
70c-64a-68b-65¢—267
B6c-64a-66h-72c—268
65b-66¢-70a-67c—268
66b-69¢-66a-67¢-—268
67a-67b-66c-68c—268
69b-65¢-69a-66c—269
68a-67b-67¢c-67c—269
66b-67¢c-65a-71c—269
62a-69b-68¢-70c—269
64a-66b-66¢-73¢—269
65a-64b-74¢-66¢c—269
62a-68b-69¢-70c—269
70c-70a-63b-66c—269
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CHIEFS
(Continued from Page 9)

Mahomes went 17 of 23 for 215
yards, and Pacheco rushed for 97 yards.
LIONS 31, BUCCANEERS 23

DETROIT (AP) — Jared Goff threw
two touchdown passes and Detroit beat
Tampa Bay, lifting the long-suffering
franchise into the NFC championship
for the first time in 32 years and just the
second time in franchise history.

The Lions (14-5) won two playoff
games in a season for the first time since
1957, the last year they won the NFL ti-
tle. They will play at San Francisco, the
NFC'’s top seed, next Sunday for a spot
in the Super Bow] — a game they have
never played in.

Jahmyr Gibbs ran through a huge
hole for a tiebreaking, 31-yard touch-
down early in the fourth quarter, and
Goff made it a two-TD lead when he
connected with Amon-Ra St. Brown for
a 9-yard score with 6:22 left.

Baker Mayfield threw three TD passes
for Tampa Bay (10-9), including a 16-
yard toss to Mike Evans that got the Bucs
within one score with 4:37 left. Detroit
couldn’t run out the clock on offense,
giving Tampa Bay one last chance, but
Mayfield’s pass over the middle was in-
tercepted by linebacker Derrick Barnes,
the QB’s second pick of the day.

Goff finished 30 of 43 for 287 yards
and directed an efficient second-half

offense for the Lions, who had long
touchdown drives on three consecutive
possessions. Mayfield was 26 of 41 for
349 yards.
49ERS 24, PACKERS 21
(SATURDAY)

SANTA CLARA, Calif. (AP)
Christian McCaffrey scored his second
touchdown on a 6-yard run with 1:07
to play, and the San Francisco 49ers
mounted their first second-haif come-
back of the season to beat the Green Bay
Packers 24-21 in a divisional-round
playoff game on Saturday night.

The Niners will host Detroit next
weekend for a spot in the Super Bowl,

RAVENS 34, TEXANS 10
(SATURDAY)

BALTIMORE (AP) — Lamar Jack-
son threw two touchdown passes and
ran for two scores, and Baltimore beat
Houston to advance to the AFC cham-
pionship game.

Jackson helped the Ravens (14-4)
take control in the third quarter after the
teams entered the half tied at 10. His 15-
yard scoring run put Baltimore ahead to

“stay, and he connected with Isaiah Likely

from 15 yards to make it 24-10. A punt
return in the second quarter by Steven
Sims was the only TD for the Texans.
Baltimore will host the AFC title
game against Kansas City on Sunday.

MOUNTAINEERS
(Continued from Page 9)

Funny? Yeah, because Edwards
dressed for the game, practiced for the
first time the day before and was avail-
able but not yet ready to go. He was on
the bench, twice conversing with coach
Josh Eilert about maybe getting in and
volunteering to do so if needed.

But his teammates saw they didn’t
need him in a game that went to the
wire, right until Kriisa canned those two
free throws that screamed it’s over.

And, when the clock ticked off that
final second after Kerr made his sec-
ond of the two shots, sealing a 91-85
victory, the joint erupted. Students
flowed out of the student section like
water from a failed dam, pouring onto
the court, getting there where the team
was in-full celebration mode, hugging
each other, reaching for the heavens and
jumping up and down.

The love fest of fans enveloped them,
but there was no need for security. They
encircled the now packed court, “Take
Me, Country Roads” blaring out of the
loudspeakers as a deafening pitch that
not a soul was complaining about.

Everyone was singing and bouncing
up and down as if they were on a pogo
stick or trampoline.

I'd seen such a sight many times be-
fore, including the greatest of them all
at Notre Dame when the Fighting Irish,
a little more than 50 years ago, ended
UCLA’s record 88-game win streak on
a corner jumper as the clock expired.

You could not top that, but this cel-
ebration was a good one. The players
were willing to joyously join in with
their fans.

“It was like a blessing,” forward
Quinn Slazinski said of the moment.
“We are going on the road and seeing
like 200 [West Virginia] people in the
stands against ranked teams. To see
how much support we have. We love
West Virginia so much. This is for the
fans, the ones who scream at the TV
when they waich.”

“It’s all love. The love you feel in
that moment for your teammates and
the fans, just getting there, then fans

arrive,” said Pat Suemnick. who scored
20 points in the game.

For a moment, they said, the defeats,
the hard days, the cold mornings, the 7
a.m. workouts are all worth it.

And as it transpired, coach Josh Ej-
tert was off in his own little world. This
year has been a tornado for him, spin-
ning out of control. Bob Huggins was
fired, him named interim coach, players
defected through the portal, putting the
team back together, then NCAA and
court battles, an injury to Jesse Edwards
and bad losses.

All of a sudden, his team had won
two or three games against ranked
teams, and he’d beaten Hall of Fame
coach Bill Seif.

What possibly could be spin-
ning through his mind when the fans
breached the court?

“I grew up in Kansas,” he began. “I
was a Kansas State grad, 95% of peo-
ple in my family go to Kansas State. So,
I’ve watched Big 8 basketball to Big 12
basketball, and KU has always been a
dominant program.

“I always respected them year in and
year out. They were winning big, and
the first thing that came to mind was
my dad,” he continued. “My dad (Jim)
was a K-State grad, and he didn’t have
much of a love affair for Kansas by any
means.

“I lost him 6.5 years ago, [ started
thinking about him to be honest with
you, how proud he'd been. [ didn’t
think about what the students were do-
ing, and I have a lot of respect for coach
Self, a Hall of Fame coach, their staff,
their program and what they’ve done
and been able to accomplish over the
years consistently. For me, that was the
first thought that went through my head.
and it still hasn’t probably sunk in yet.”

By now, it probably has sunk in, the
magnitude of such an upset, the ability
to release such a reaction of joy in a vic-
tory-starved fan base.

But as Eilert knows, you are only as
good as your next game, and the hill to
post-season play is steep.

WLU

{Continued from Page 9)

Hiiltoppers guard Christian Mon-
tague scored a career-high 23 points in
just 20 minutes of play, West Liberty
made 20 3-pointers at a 44.4% clip and
pressured Glenville State into 31 turn-
overs for a lopsided outcome at WLU’s
Academic Sports & Recreation Com-
plex on Saturday.

Montague led the way for West Lib-
erty’s 3-point barrage, knocking down
seven long balls on nine attempts.

“[Howlett] challenged the guards to

neers’ scoring efforts, shooting 44.6%
from the field and tallying 15 assists
against 47.6% and 28 from West Lib-
erty.

“Quality win for us, 1 thought we
shared the basketball at a really high
level,” Howlett said. “We finished
with 28 assists, only 12 turnovers. 1
think our pressure was really good, we
forced them into a lot of turnovers ear-
ly, which contributed to buckets at the
other end Wthh is good for us.
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o OVAC AL/
i 2024CHAMPIONS J

PICTURED ARE members of the Bamesville wrestiing team which captured the Overall Team championship and the Class 3A Team title during Saturday's 70th
annual OVAC Ron Mauck wrestling tournament inside WesBanco Arena. It's the Shamrocks first championship since 1985.

Barnesville wrestlers win
OVAC Ron Mauck overall 3 title

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING - For
the first time in nearly [
four decades. Barnes- |
ville finished as the
overall team champi- @
on as the 70th annu-
al OVAC Ron Mauck
wrestling  tournament Ei%
came to a close late Sat- |
urday night inside Wes- |
Banco arena.

The talented Sham-
rocks piled up 259
points to slip past Uni-
versity which tailied
251.5. It’s the first
overall  championship
since 1985,

See BARNESVILLE,
Page B2

] |
A

COLT CARPENTER

e Ed West presented the Mr. Mat Award

WHEELING - Ed West is a graduate of John ~ During Coach West’s tenure. his squads com
@ Marshall High School. where he was a 1973 piled a 136-57-1 dual meet record. His 2002
i "‘-! West Virginia state wrestling champion, compil- team was the OVAC 4A Dual Meet cChampions
" ing a career record of 58-11-1, He was a mem- and placed third at the state tournament. Under
___ber of two state championship teams (1972 & West, three of his squads placed in the “Top-
B 1973). Six” at the state tournament. West coached five
— West earmned his BA degree at West Liberty OVAC champions and five West Virginia state
_ah State College (now West Liberty University). titleists. Furthermore. he coached the school’s
"and later acquired an MA degree from West Vir- only three-time state champion (Dustin Richey).
ginia University. two OVAC Outstanding Wrestlers (Ryan Mul-
While coaching five years at Moundsville drew & Derek George), and one Dutton Award
o Photo by KM NORTH Junior High School (1978 - 1982) with Lar- winner (Ryan Muldrew).
ED WEST, center, is presented the Mr. Mat Award by OVAC ty Chambers, West produced four undefeated  In 2008, Coach West was inducted into the
Ron Mauck Tournament Director Shane Shaffer, right, and for- teams. In 1982. he started his scholastic coach- West Virginia Chapter of the National Wrestling
mer Mr. Mat, Dr. Vince Monseau, right, Saturday night prior to ing career as assistant coach under Ed Dugas at Hall of Fame for his Lifetime Service to Wres
the 70th annual OVAC Ron Mauck championship finals inside John Marshall High School. In 2001, West took tling.

)

SKYLER KING

WesBanco Arena. West is a former W.Va. state champion as a over the reins of the Monarchs. continuing the
wrestler and long-time coach at John Marshall. legacy of the school’s outstanding mat program. See MAT, Page B2
n ]
Bellaire Big Reds take |Beaver Local falls to Ferry
By MIKE HUGHES who drained three bonus bombs early

down | n d ia n C ree k g i r I s For The Times Leader en route to a 15-0 point afternoon.

] Ferry started to pile up the points, and
By MIKE HUGHES ST. CLAIRSVLLE - The last time forced turnovers, in the second quarter,
For The Times Leader

Beaver Local and Martins Ferry squared outscoring the designated visitors 25-6

off. the Purple Riders cruised to a 58- to take a 46-17 lead into the break.

24 win, Not bad for a team that, like Beaver.
That was on Beaver's home fioor. was also nlavine withaut its senior leader

ST. CLAIRSVILLE i
faovarm L)
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NEWS

e Barnesville
Continued from Page B1

Barnesville also collected its fifth
straight Class 3A crown and now has
13 total OVAC Tournament titles.

“The kids battled and battled. We had
some kids that stepped up and got high-
er places on the podium that they were
projected,” Barnesville head coach
Jayson Stephen said. “This is a big deal.
It's an awesome feeling but this team
had a lot of bigger goals for down the
road.”

Bamnesville led the 42-team field
with 10 placers, including three cham-
pions, a trio of runners up, a third, a
fifth and two sixths. Winning his third
title, which clinched the team champi-
onshxp, was senior Dakota King (1 38)

The Ohio State University recruit
put on a takedown clinic in his 23-8
technical fall of Cameron’s Slaton
Pettitt in the finals. He had four of his
11 two-pointers in the first period and
coasted from there. All of Pettit’s points
came On escapes.

“This one feels better than the first
two because I finally passed my dad,”
Dakota said. “He won two and now I'm
one up on him. That feels good.”

As much pleasure as he took in pass-
ing his father. assistant Barnesville
coach T.J. King. he was equally proud
to be part of a championship team.

“It’s been a long. long time since
Barnesville won the OVAC Tourna-
ment, so this is an exciting time right
now.” Dakota added. “It was a total
team effort and I'm glad to have been
apart of it.

Other Shamrocks claiming titles were
senior Skyler King (157). no relation to
Dakota, and surprising freshman Colt
Carpenter (126). It was Skyler King’s
second consecutive title as he blanked
Steubenville’s Savier Faulks 6-0. Car-
penter, the No. 5 seed. took down Uni-
versity’s second-seeded Colton Gilles-
pie, 8-6. That put the Shamrocks ahead
by three points and Dakota King’s sub-
sequent win sealed the deal.

“The kids did what they had to do,”
Coach Stephen said. “We had some
kids step up, like Colt, and some others.
It took an entire team effort.”

University head coach Ken Maisel
praised the Shamrocks.

“They have a really. really good
team,” he said. “For a smal} school they
are doing big things. We made a run at
them, but just could get over the top.”

The Hawks won the Class 5A team
title and also had a trio of titlists in
three-time champ Luca Felix (165),
two-time titlist Brock Kehier (285)
and Pepper Martin (106). Felix de-
feated Bamesville's Ayden King, 8-2,
while Kehler pinned Harrison Central’s
Landen Thomas and Martin decisioned
Beaver Local’s Justus Fisher, 9-1.

Parkersburg South, which finished
as the Class 5A runner up with 203
points, had two champions. as did Steu-
benville, which finished third in Class
5A with 181.

The Wood County Patriots winners
were Gage Wright (175) and Cole
Smith (113). The No. 1 nationally

ranked Wright posted a 12-2 major de-
cision over Wheeling Park’s Jameson
Maynard, who was a defending OVAC
champion. Smith edged East Liver-
pool’s Tristen Eckles, 3-2.

Big Red winners were sophomore
Cooper Smith (144) and senior Brody
Saccoccia (150). Smith topped Barnes-
ville senior Karson Milhoan, 5-1, while
Saccoccia outlasted the Shamrocks’
Reese Stephen, 2-1, in an ultimate tie-
breaker.

Wheeling Central was the Class 3A
runner up with 101.5 points.

Wheeling Park had a champion in
Malaki Washington (190). The sopho-
more, also a No. 5 seed, won by med-
ical default over Beaver Local’s Kane
Curran who suffered an ankle injury
and couldn’t continue.

“I said before that Malaki was ad-
justing to that weight class and this
weekend I think he made the final ad-
justment and showed that he is here to
stay,” Wheeling Park head coach Brian
Leggett said.

Wasdhington credited his victory to
his training partner.

“I work every day with Jameson
Maynard and he realiy pushes me. Go-
ing to camps also helped me further my
skills,” he said.

Qak Gien’s Logan Davis (120) be-
came a three-time champ with a pin of
Shenandoah’s Tristen Rossiter in 3:49.
The win helped the Golden Bears to the
Class 4 team title in head coach Josh
Comell’s second year. They tied with
Indian Creek last year.

“Qur depth really came through this
weekend,” Cornell said. “We had some
guys step up and get on the podium.
Sure we would’ve liked to have had
more, but we had enough to get the job
done.”

When asked about Davis, Cornell
really didn’t know what to say that he
already hasn’t about his senior stud.

“He just goes out and takes care of
business.”

Other champions were Harrison Cen-
tral’s Lucas Thomas (215) and Beaver
Local’s Robert Buccheit (132). Both
won their second titles, but Thomas’s
first came two years ago. He was runner
up last year.

Thomas pinned Wheeling Central’s
Isaac Martin in 5:37.

“This championship feels a lot bet-
ter than the first because I felt I was
more dominant and in control tonight,”
Thomas said.

Buccheit eamed a 3-1 decision over
University’s Carter Pauley with a late
escape.

Wright was voted the Bierkortte
Ward winner by tournament coaches as
the Most Outstanding Wrestler. Kehler
earned the Hercules Award for most
pins in the shortest amount of time in
the championship bracket.

Cameron won its third straight Class
1A/2A title, but the first under first-
year head coach Derek Martin.

“The kids had a goal coming in here
and they accomplished it,” Martin not-
ed.

¢ Bellaire

Continued from Page B1

“We lost the game in
the first quarter when
it came down to the
end.” Eft said. “They

concerned.

parent ankle injury, the
Bellaire staff, and faith-
ful in attendance, were

“There was a point in

fouled Harveth again
with nine seconds. She
missed the first but
made the second, put-
ting the Reds up by
three.

made more plays than
we did at the end of the
game and deserved to
win. They were the bet-
ter coached team. We
didn’t deserve to win.”

A couple steal and
lay-ins from McKenna
Scott helped Creek cut
back into the lead as
Scott scored 12 of her
game-high 23 points in
the first half.

Bellaire. meanwhile.
featured a balanced
scoring effort, led early
by Rhyan O Grady.

The Big Reds™ guard
also scored 12 in the
first quarter plus a
couple easy buckets
off turnovers. She was

the third quarter where
she looked at me and
said ‘1 need to come
out.”” Farrier recalled.
“But she went down and
made a shot, and then
told me never mind.
“She baitled through
it. I know she was hurt-
ing but she made big
plays, and so many of
our gitls stepped up.”
Creek made the first
bucket of the game
to lead 2-0. The next
time it was out in front
came via a Riley Sadler
3-pointer to start the
third quarter. From
there, the two teams
battled back and forth
with six lead changes

Creck worked the
ball down the floor, but
a player fed the ball in-
side to Kylie Anderson.
who had to shoot with
only a second to go. The
shot rimmed out and the
game ended.

Anderson, who fin-
ished with nine points,
had only two after the
break as Creek opted
to either attack off the
dribble or to put up
3-pointers.

Eft feit his team
should have attacked
the block meore, but in
the end, the team’s 22
turnovers led to the de-

feat.
“AR o

waran’t  diers
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* Ferry ——
Continued from Page B1

Eventually, that person
did in the form of Karsyn
Bowyer. The senior led
the team with 11 points
and accounted for all five
second-half points her
teamn scored.

The team, which fell
to 5-11, has upcoming
games against Oak Glen
and East Liverpool next
week and Sorge knows
it’s time to develop some
shooting not only for the
remainder of this season,
but also the future.

“We've talked about
that, that we need players
to take on a bigger roll.
Our last game, I thought
we had a better offen-
sive output and our assist
numbers were up,” Sorge
said of the loss to Edi-
son. “They are learning
to play more like scorers
and looking to help their
teammates have the op-
portunity to score.”

Ferry, meanwhile, has
a spot in the OVAC 3A
tournament locked up
and may have secured
the top spot with this vic-

tory.
Positioning isn’t all
that important though

according to Riesbeck,
as the remaining teams
likely to qualify have
all beaten Ferry this sea-
son, including Fort Frye,
Bellaire. and Union Lo-
cal. There’s also a tough
Wheeling Central team,
fresh off a win against
4A Weir, that is trying to
sneak into the Top 4.

“] think we’ll be the
top seed. but it doesn’t
matter as all four teams
are good and the oth-
er three have beaten us
once.” Reasbeck said.
“The good part is we’ll
be at home, where we're
comfortable.”

e Mat ————
Continued from Page B1

After coaching wres-
tling at John Marshall
High School, he coached
the Monarchs’ girls soft-
ball team to state promi-
nence and was named the
softball coach of the year
on a number of occasions.
They won the 2023 W.V.
Class AAA state champi-
onship.

He then came back to
the mats to coach wres-
tling at Moundsville Ju-
nior High School and his
“Trojans” wrestlers won
the PAC-8 Championship
in 2021.

West resides in
Moundsville with his
wife, Colleen. They have
three daughters: Shilo,
Shannon, and Abby. They
are also the proud grand-
parents of four grandchil-
dren: Brock. Blake, Brey-
den, and Ethan.
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In Sports?

NHL StanDINGS

Locar Carp

Monday, Jan. 22
BASKETBALL {GIRLS}

Linsly at Steubenviile, 5:30
p.m.

Union Local at John Mar-
shall, 5:45 p.m.

Martins Ferry at Shadyside

Edison at Harrison Central

Brooke at Indian Creek

Barnesville at Bridgeport

Buckeye Local at Caidwell

St. Clairsville at Claymont

River at Monroe Central

Steubenville Catholic at
East Liverpool

Clay-Battelle at Valley. 7
p.m.

Prep WRESTLING

70th Annual OVAC
Ron Mauck Wrestling
Tournament at WesBanco
Arena, Wheeling
Class 1A/2A
1. Cameron 80; 2. Southern
Local 74; 3. Caldwell 48; 4,
Bridgeport 22.5; 5. Steuben-
ville Catholic 22.5; 6. Toronto
17; 7 (tie} River, Shadyside 10;
9. Beallsville 7; 10. (tie} Fron-
tier, Madonna 3; 12. Wellsville
2; 13. (tie} Monroe Central,
Paden City 0; 15. Conotton

Valley -2

Class 3A
1. Barnesville 269; 2. Wheel-
ing Central 101.5; 3. Linsly 89;
4. Union Local 81.5; 5. Martins
Ferry 56; 6. Shenandcah 38.5;
7. Bellaire 31; 8. Fort Frye 22;
9. Magnolia 14

Ciass 4A
1. Oak Glen 168; 2. Beaver Lo-
cal 136.5; 3. Indian Creek 97; 4.
Harrison Central 93.5; 5. East
Liverpool 79.5; 6. Weir 68; 7.
Cambridge 58; 8. Edison 58;
9. Buckeye Local 56; 10. St
Clairsville 21

Class 5A
1. University 251.5; 2. Park-
ershurg South 203.5; 3. Steu-
benville 181; 4. Wheeling Park
152.5; 5. John Marshall 96; 6.
Brooke 84; 7. Warren Local 51;
8. Morgantown 30

Overall (Top 10}

1. Barnesville 2569; 2. Universi-
ty 261.5; 3. Parkersburg South
203.5; 4. Steubenville 181; 5.
Cak Glen 168; 6. Wheeling
Park 1%2.5; 7. Beaver Local
136.5; 8. Wheeling Central
101.5; 9. Indian Creek 97; 10.
John Marshall 96

NFL PLaYOFFs

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 20
Baltimore 34, Houston 10
San Francisco 24, Green Bay

21
Sunday, Jan. 21
Detroit 31, Tampa Bay 23
Kansas City 27, Buffaio 24
Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 28
AFC

Kansas City at Baitimore, 3
p.m. {CBS)
NFC

Detroit at San Francisco, 6:30
p.m. (FOX)
Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 11
At Las Vegas
TBD, 6:30 p.m. {CBS}

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
Boston 4528 8 9 65158120
Florida 4527 14 4 58 142120
Toronto 45 23 14 8 54 161148
Detroit 46 24 17 5 53 162151
Tampa 47 24 18 5 53 157 1565
Mont. 46 19 20 7 45 129165
Buffalo 46 20 22 4 44 134146
Ottawa 42 17 24 1 35143154

Metropolitan Division

GP W L OT Pts GF GA
NYR 46 2915 2 60 150132
Phila. 47 2516 6 56 142133
Car. 45 2515 5 55 154139
NYl 46 20 15 11 51 136 156
Wash, 44 22 16 6 50 106130
NJ 44 2318 3 49 150154
Pitts. 43 2116 & 48 131116
Colu. 45 1422 9 37 135169

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division
GP W L OTPtsGF GA
44 3010 4 64145100
47 3014 3 63179150
46 27 13 6 60169140
46 2520 1 51143142
44 2219 3 47132130
2
5

Winn.
Colo.
Dallas
Nash,
Ariz.
St L.
Minn.
Chi.

44 22 20 46 125 140
46 20 21 45 140 157
46 1430 2 301031865
Pacific Division

GP W L OTPts GF GA
46 31 11 4 66 176 119
59 148123
53 149122
52 138112
47 143146
47 127137
31 116160
26 94 186

Vanc.
Vegas
Edm.
LA
Calg.

Ana, 45 15 30 1
S, Jose d6 11 31 4
NOTE: Two points for a win,
one point for overtime loss,
Top three teams in each di-
vision and two wild cards
per conference advance to
playoffs.

Saturday’s Games
Tampa Bay 3, Buffalo 1
Colorado 7, Philadelphia 4
Winnipeg 2, Ottawa 1, OT
Arizona 3, Nashville 2
Vancouver 8, Toronto 4
Boston 9, Montreal 4
Dallas 6, New Jersey 2
St. Louis 3, Washington 0
Edmonton 3, Calgary 1
Vegas 3, Pittsburgh 2
San Jose 5, Anaheim 3
Los Angeles 2, N.Y. Rangers
1

Sunday's Games
Ottawa 5, Philadelphia 3
Minnesota 5, Carolina 2
Detroit 2, Tampa Bay 1
N.Y. Islanders 3, Dallas 2, OT
N.Y. Rangers 5, Anaheim 2
Toronto 3, Seattle 1

Monday’'s Games
Vegas at New Jersey, 7 p.m.
Winnipeg at Boston, 7 p.m.
Florida at Nashville, 8 p.m,
Pittsburgh at Arizona, 9 p.m.

Chicago at Vancouver, 10
p.m.

San Jose at lLos Angeles,
10:30 p.m.

Tuesday's Games
Dallas at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Ottawa at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Philadelphia, 7

p.m.
Vegas at N.Y. Isianders, 7:30
p.m.
Washington at Minnesota, 8
p.m.
Cofumbus at Edmonton, 9

p.m.

St. Louis at Calgary, 9 p.m.
Buffalo at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at San Jose,
10:30 p.m.

GoLF ScoRes

The American E

Xpress Scores

Sunday, La Quinta, Calif.
{Note: Tournament is played on three courses.)
a-La Quinta Country Club {Host Course): 7,060 yards; Par 72
b-PGA WEST Nicklaus Tournament Course: 7,147 yards; Par 72
c-Pate Dye Stadium Course: 7,187 yards; Par 72
Purse: $8.4 million
Final Round

Nick Dunlap

C. Bezuidenhout {300}, $1,512,000
Xander Schauffele (145}, $635,600

Justin Thomas {145}, $635,600

64b-65¢-60a-70c—259
63a-67b-65¢-65¢c—260
64a-69b-63¢-65¢—261
65a-67b-61¢-68¢c—261

66hb-66¢-66a-63c—261
66a-61b-65¢-71c—263
65b-65¢c-66a-67c—263
65a-63b-70¢c-65c—263
B6Ba-68b-64c-66c—264
69b-67c-66a-62¢c—264
64a-67b-67¢c-67¢—265
B5a-67b-68c-65c—265
67¢c-65a-64b-69¢—265
66c-69a-64b-67c—266
64b-67¢-68a-67¢c—266
65b-66¢-66a-69¢c-—266
69a-68b-65¢-65c-—267
67a-66h-69¢c-65c—267
70a-69h-63c-65c—287
70c-64a-68b-65c—267
B6c-B4a-66b-72c—268
65b-66¢-70a-67¢c—268
66b-69c-66a-67¢—268
67a-67b-66¢-68c—268
69b-65¢c-69a-66c—269
68a-67b-67¢c-67¢c—269
66b-67¢c-65a-71c-—269
62a-69b-68¢c-70c—269
64a-66b-66c-73c—269
65a-64b-74¢c-66c—269
62a-68b-69¢-70c—269
70c-70a-63b-66c—269
66a-67b-69¢-67¢c—269

Kevin Yu (145}, $635,600

Sam Burns (92}, $310,800
Adam Hadwin (92}, $310,800
Michael Kim (92}, $310,800
Ben Griffin (78), $254,100
Keith Mitchell (78}, $254,100
Alexander Bjork (65), $212,100
Ryo Hisatsune (65}, $212,100
J.T. Peston {65}, $212,100
Bronson Burgoon {55), $164,500
Chan Kim {55), $164,500
Jimmy Stanger (55), $164,500
Tom Hoge (48), $132,300
Scottie Scheffler (48}, $132,300
Greyson Sigg (48), $132,300
Carson Young (48}, $132,300
Eric Cole (40}, $99,120

Min Woo Lee {40}, $99,120
Alex Smalley (40), $99,120
Davis Thompson (40}, $99,120
Austin Eckroat {30}, $63,980
Tony Finau (30), $63,980
Sungjae Im (30), $63,980

Zach Johnson (30), $63,980

Si Woo Kim (30}, $63,980
Kyoung-Hoon Lee {30}, $63,980
Alex Noren (30}, $63,980
Chandier Phillips (30}, $63,980
Erik Van Rooven (30), $63,980
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Miners prep for 2024 debut with new head coach

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING — The Wheel-
ing Miners are off and running
in preparations for their 2024
debut in the American Arena
League 2 indoor footbail.

The fifth indoor franchise to
call WesBanco Arena its home
this summer. the Miners have
hired Josh Resignalo as their

head coach/general manager.
‘Coach Res’ has 17 years of
Indoor and Arena league expe-
rience.

Majority owner Chris Duffy
said in a release, “We are
thrilled to have Coach Res join
our team. His wealth of expe-
rience will undoubtedly elevate
Wheeling to new heights, and
we're excited for the journey
ahead under his guidance.”

“Coach Res’ is as eager to
get started as Duffy is to have
him.

“I'’ve been around indoor
football since 2006 as a scout,
player, coach and general man-
ager up and down the East
Coast,” he said in a Friday
telephone interview from his
home in Mount Airy, NC. “I"ve
known Chris for quite some
time and we worked togeth

er with the Atlanta Havoc in
2018 when we won the Ameri-
can Arena League title by beat-
ing the Richmond Roughriders
which a year later became the
West Virginia Roughriders.”
“We are thrilled to welcome
Chris Duffy and Josh Resig-
nalo to the American Indoor
Football League for the 2024
season,” said John Morris, AIF
Commissioner, in a release.

“Their experience, expertise,
and dedication to the sport will
undoubtedly bring a new level
of excitement and competitive-
ness to the league. We look
forward to their contributions
in further solidifying the AIF
as one of the premier indoor
football leagues in the United
States.”

See MINERS, Page C2

OVAC postpones several
events due to weather

By KIM NORTH
Staft Writer

WHEELING — Due to the
forecast of inclement weath-
er, the Chio Valley Athletic
Conference was forced to
postpone its Bill Brubaker
Swimming and Ron Mauck
Wrestling  Championships
on Friday as the Ohio Val-
ley was blanketed with a few
inches of snow.

Swimming

According to a release, the
Class 5A portion of the event
will be held Saturday. as
scheduled, but the start time
has been pushed up to 11:30
a.m. inside the Wellness Cen-
ter at Brooke High School.

However, the Class 1A-3A
and Class 4A portions. orig-
inally scheduled for Friday,
have been pushed back until
Monday. still at Brooke High
School, with a start time of
5:30 p.m.

Detfending champions
on the boys side are Linsly
(Class 1A/-3A). §t. Clairs-
ville {Class 4A) and Parkers-
burg South (Class 5A). The
Cadets have a record 63 ti-
tles. On the girls side. Linsly
(1A-3A), St. Clairsville (4A)
and Dover (5A) are defend-
ing titlists.

WRESTLING

The 70th annual event be-
gan Thursday night and com-
pleted three rounds — two
in the championship bracket
and one in the consolation

Pheto by KIM NORTH

SHADYSIDE'S ANDREW Osman pins Bridgeport's Dakota Lashhorn during their 144-pound
pigtail match on Thursday night at the 70th annual OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament
inside downtown Wheeling's WesBanco Arena.

bracket.

Action resumed Saturday
at 10 a.m. inside downtown
Wheeling’s WesBanco Are-
na with quarter final matches
in the championship bracket
and second-round consola-
tion bouts. Third- and fourth-
round consolation matches
will also be contested before
the championship semifinals
at approximately 2 p.m. Semi
final consolation matches

will conclude the afternoon
Session.

At 5:30 p.m., the presti-
gious Mr. Mat Award will
be presented prior to match-
es for first-, third-, fifth- and
seventh-places being contest-
ed simultaneously on four
mats.

Class 3A Barnesville leads
the 42-team field with 89
points and 11 quarter final-
ists. The Shamrocks are led

by four of the returning nine
champions. Leading the way
is two-time titlist and Ohio
State University recruit Da-
kota King (138). The oth-
er three are defending Ohio
Division III state champion
Reese Stephen (150), Johna-
than Huntsman (113) and
Ayden King (157). All four
are No. 1 seeds.

See OVAC, Page C2

Ohio State hires Bill O’Brien, ex-Texans coach
and Alabama asmstant as offenswe coordmator

Ohio State has hired former Houston Texans
and Penn State head coach Bill O’Brien as its
offensive coordinator and quarterbacks coach,
the program confirmed in a statement Friday.

“He 1s an excellent and experienced offen-
sive coach who has run NFL and Power 5 pro-
grams and developed some truly elite players
throughout his career,” Ohio State coach Ryan
“He'll be an excellent
teacher and recruiter for us. and he absolutely

Day said in a statement.

strengthens our staff.”

Day has been Ohio State’s primary: play-call-

er since being promoted from offensive coor- [&5-

dinator to head coach in 2019 to replace Ur- |3

ban Meyer.

Bringing in an experienced play-caller at
both the college and NFL level could allow
Day to hand off those responsibilities.

Brian Hartline will remain a co-offensive
coordinator as well as wide receivers coach. E
Quarterbacks coach Corey Dennis. Meyer’s
son-in-law. “will transition into a_ still-to-be-
determlned role with the program.’

Aot TP

* the state-

AP Photo
NEW ENGLAND Patriots offensive coordinator Bill O'Brien watches war-
mups for the team’s NFL football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers on
Dec. 7. 2023, in Pittsburgh. Ohio State is hiring O'Brien as its offensive coor-

AP Phota
HOUSTON TEXANS quarterback
C.J. Stroud celebrates after their win
against the Cleveland Browns in an
NFL wild-card playoeff football game in
Houston.

Stroud shows
poise beyond
his years in
leading Texans
to playoffs

HOUSTON (AP} — Rookie C.J.
Stroud impressed fans across the coun-
try with his poise and calmness in lead-
ing the Houston Texans to a win over
Cleveland in his playoff debut.

Though the performance was
eye-opening to many, for those in
Houston who know him best, it was
Jjust what they expected.

“He’s proven that big games don’t
phase him,” offensive coordinator
Bobby Slowik said. “1 wonder if his
heart rate drops. He's a special indi-
vidual in that way.”

Stroud even impressed Baltimore
quarterback Lamar Jackson, who he’ll
square off against Saturday in the di-
visional round, with his work against
the Browns.

“From my experience, he played
better than I did from my rookie
playoff game, I would say that,” said
Jackson, who threw for 194 yards
with two touchdowns and an intercep-
tion in a 23-17 loss to the Chargers
in his playoff debut in 2019. *He was
throwing the ball all over the field,
making things happen. He did great.”

Stroud, the second overall pick,
threw for 274 yards and three touch-
downs against Cleveland’s top-ranked
defense in the 45-14 rout. At just 22,
he became the youngest quarterback
to win a playoff game.

Stroud was 16 of 21 before sitting
down for good with about nine min-
utes left and the game well in hand.

1 His 157.2 passer rating was the best

by a rookie with at least 20 passing
attempts in a game in NFL history.
He was asked to explain how he's
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LOOKING FOR MORE

The other five returning champions are
still alive and include Oak Glen's Logan
Davis (120): Beaver Local's Robert Bue-
cheit (126). Wheeling Park’s Jameson
Maynard (175): and the University tan-
dem of Luca Felix (163) and Brock Ke-
hler (285). Davis. Felix and Kehier are
two-time titlists.

BIERKORTTE AWARD

Started in 1971 after the tragic death
of Wheeling Central student-athlete Dave
Bierkortte, the Bierkortte Award is pre-
sented to the Most Outstanding Wrestler
during the annual OVAC Ron Mauck
Wrestling Tournament. The award is vot-
ed upon by tournament coaches.

Inits storied 52-vear history (no award
was given in 2021 due to no tournament
being held because of COVID) as the
second-most prestigious award given in
wrestling. only traihng Mr. Mat. no wres-
tler has won the award more than once.
Barnesville's Dakota King is the reigning
recipient.

Two dozen schools. ar former schools.
have had honorces. Steubenville and
Wheeling Park both have had five wres-
tlers feted. while Barnesville. Beaver Lo-
cal, Martins Ferry and Parkersburg South
all have four each.

Bierkortte playcd football for the Ma-
roon Knights but it was on the wrestling
mat where he gained hts stardom.

Bierkortte was struck and killed by an
automobile while riding his bicycle.

CLASS LEADERS

In addition to feadmz the overall team
race, Barnesviile is also atop and well on
its way to a fifth consecutive champion-
ship. Two-time defending Class 1A/2A
champion Cameron is deadlocked with
Southern Local for the lead. while Oak
Glen, which tied with Indian Creek last

year, is ahead of the talented Class 4A
field. University leads a deep Class SA
field.

STATS, STATS AND STATS

Going back over the brackets from
Thursday night, I counted 435 total bouts
being contested. Of those. 265 ended in
pins. with 215 coming on the champion-
ship side. Of those 265, 93 (80-13) end-
ed in |-minute or less. with four taking
less than 10 seconds. .

There were also 33 decisions. 21 ma-
Jor decisions, 10 technical falls, three for-
feits and an injury default.

QUICK HITTERS

Parkersburg ~ South  215-pound-
er Ayden Morris had a pair of light-
ning-quick 7-second pins on Thursday.
Teammate Gage Wrnght took down a
i 75-pound opponent in just eight ticks.
with Barnesville’s Christien Hannahs,
also at 215, needing nine seconds.

UNSEEDED, UNPHASED

Four individuals made it through to
rounds by upsetting their way to the quar-
terfinals. They are the Wheeling Park duo
of Nate Hodge (138) and Chance Funari
(157). Hodge took down the No. 8 and
9 seeds. while Funari ousted No. 7 and
No. 10. The other two — Indian Creek's
Ethan Starr (120) and Qak Glen's Way-
lon Courtwright (215. Starr took out a
third seed while Courtwright knocked out
the No. 5 and No. 12 seeds.

UNBEATEN, UNCHALLENGED

Davis (now 35-0} leads eight undefeat-
ed wrestlers into the quarters, The others
are Wheeling Central’s Braxton Birch
{120, 32-0); Cameron’s Slaton Pettit
(138, 31-0); Warren’s Aden Strahler
{175.31-0); Southern Local’s Gabe Blis-
senbach (190, 12-0); Hamison Central's
Lucas Thomas (215. 22-0): Wheeling
Central’s Jsaac Martin, 2135, 34-0) and
University’s Brock Kerhier (285, 35-0).

* O’'Brien
Continued from Page C1

The Buckeyes (11-2) ranked 25th
in the countrv n yards per play
(6.38) last season. their worst show-
ing since 2016.

Ohio State lost 1o Michigan for the
third straight year and then dropped

its bow! game acamst Missouri,
playing with a third-string quar-
terback after staricr Kvie McCord

transferred and backup Devin Brown
was injured.

O'Brien. 54. spent seven seasons
as coach of the Texans, going 52-

HiGHLANDS CABINS

THE SEVEN SPRINGS EXPERIENCE I ELEVATED

48 from 2014-20 and working with
quarterback Deshaun Watson.

Before that he coached at Penn
State for two seasons. taking over
for Joe Paterno and going 15-9 with
a program that was dealing with se-
vere NCAA sanctions after the Jerry
Sandusky scandal.

O’Brien returned to college after
being fired by the Texans, joining
Nick Saban’s staff at Alabama as
offensive coordinator for two years.
He coached Heisman Trophy winner
Bryce Young in 2021.

WINTER MAGIC AWAITS AT SEVEN SPRINGS

Experience Seven Springs Mountain Resort in the stunning

Laurel Highlands like never before with Highlands Cabins,

offering  unique accommodations and unmatched rustic
. charm,just minutes from the resort!
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* Miners
Continued from Page C1
Resignalo said he

knows the Ohio Valley
is a football hotbed, and
he hopes to continue that
trend by being “commu-
nity-oriented.”

“We are looking to
create a good fan base
with support from all
areas of the Ohio Val-
ley.” the head coach/GM
added. “The Roughriders
were solid in that area,
but we think we can
bring a little more with
our community aspect.
I've found out from ex
perience that if you do
all the little things right,
you'll be successful.”

The Miners have a
5-game home schedule.
The games are scheduled
for one Friday and four
Saturdays with kickoffs
at 7 p.m. The regular sea-
son kicks off on April 19
against the Jersey Bear-
cats, followed by thrill-
ing matchups against the
Maryland Warriors on
May 4, Delaware Buil-
sharks on May 11, Steel
City Stampede on June
1, and the Maryland Ea-
gles on June 8.

In 2021 and 2022,
Coach Res was the GM
and Head Coach of the
Carolina Cobras of the
NAL. He ied his team to
the 2022 season cham-
pionship game where
it would finish as run-
ner-up. Coach Res not
only coaches profes-
sional football, but has
16 seasons of coaching
junior coliege and high
school football. Current-
ly he is the offensive co-
ordinator for Bishop Me-
Guinness Catholic High
School in Kemersville,
NC. He has performed
the duties of position
coach. offensive coor-
dinator. defensive co-
ordinator, head football
coach. scout and general
manager.

“I am honored to take
on the role of Gener-
a] Manager and Head
Coach at  Wheeling.
With my experience. 1

look forward to contrib-
uting to building the or-
ganization on a path of
success and fostering a
winning culture on and
off the field,” he said.

Coach Res is no
stranger to challenges
and leading men, the for-
mer United States Ma-
rine Corps combat vet-
eran fought two tours of
duty in the Iraq War.

“Joining the AIF is
an incredible opportu-
nity to contribute to the
growth and development
of indoor football,” said
Resignalo. “As a com-
bat Marine Corps vet-
eran and someone who
has played, coached, and
managed teams in the in-
dustry, I bring a unique
perspective to the table.
I am dedicated to build-
ing a competitive team
and providing fans with
an unforgettable experi-
ence both on and off the
field.”

The Miners, accord-
ing to Resignalo, have
signed nine players, and
have already had one
signee move up the lad-
der.

Wheeling has dipped
into the local talent pool
by agreeing to terms
with a pair of players
each from West Liberty
and Wheeling univer-
sities. They are former
Hilltoppers Charies
Westbrook (RB) and
Isaiah Robinson (WR)
and former Cardinals
Jayvon Johnson (LB)
and Aaron Finch (DB).
Other signees are defen-
sive ends Andre Portis
from Marshall and Larry
Ford, a WVU alum and
member of the W.Va.
Roughriders ~ National
Arena League champi-
onship team in 2019 that
went 13-0. The team
also  featured former
Mountaineer standouts
Jarrett Brown (QB) and
Noel Devine (RB), as
well as local talents Cole
Smelley (LB, Bridge-
port) and- Connor Arlia
(WR. Madonna).

According to Coach
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Res, defensive back La-
mar Dixon had agreed to
play for the Miners but
was recently called up to
the Frisco Fighters of the
IFL.

Current Wheeling
University defensive co
ordinator Mott Gaymon
will serve in that role for
the Miners. Other coach-
es are Laroi Johnson (of-
fensive coordinator) and
Max Bradshaw (off./def.
lines).

Resignalo said the
team will be operating
full-time out of a down-
town Wheeling office
sometime in mid-Febru-
ary.

“Next week and lead-
ing up to the season.
we'll be in town.™ he not
ed. “Future announce-
ments concerning tickets
and player signings will
be released.”

As for a quarterback.
Coach Res said one is
close to signing but the
final paperwork hasn't
been cleared.

“He does have a tie
with the Roughriders.”
Resignalo hinted.

Indoor football in
Wheeling started in
1999 as the brainchild of
the late George Kellas.
The Steel Valley Smash
went 2-10 in that inaugu-
ral season and lost a few
games under bazaar cir-
cumstances. The Smash
led to the Ohio Valley
Greyhounds (2001-07)
who hit the ground run-
ning under the coaching
of Mark Bonar and the
quarterback play of for-
mer Bellaire standout
quarterback Jose Davis
and offensive lineman
Mike Bilackbum, of
Wintersville. They went
11-3 in 2001, losing in
the Atlantic East Divi-
sion semifinals. They
captured Indoor Bowl |
a year later by beating
Billings (Mont.) Out-
laws 1n a game played
at WesBanco Arena that
cappeda 12-]1 campaign.
The went a perfect 14-0
in 2003 and captured
Indoor Bowl II over
the Utah Beef, also in
Wheeling.

The Greyhounds
ceased operations after
the 2007 season. They
played the final three sea-
sons in the UIFL, going
14-17. The Wheeling
Wildcats filled the void
in 2009, going 2-10 in
the Continental IFL.

Ohio Valley Indoor
Football fans might also
remember the Steuben-
ville  Stampede who
called St. John Arena
home during the 2006-
07 seasons when they
competed in the Amer-
ican IFL and the CIFL.
respectively.

Resignalo said a final
tryout for players wiil
be held March 15 at The
Highlands Sports Com-
plex for any aspiring
players.

Bobby Douglas
Campaign Kickoff

event postponed

WEST LIBERTY
Due to the declining
weather conditions. the

Bobby Douglas Cam-
paign  Kickoff event
orivinally cehadolad faee
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SSAC To Determine Winning State Championship Host Bid Soon

By NICK HENTHORN
Sports Editor

WHEELING - The future of
the West Virginia State Foot-
ball Championships is official-
ly in limbo.

The WVSSAC board of di-
rectors heard four competing
bids to host the games, including
one from Wheeling, the home
of the state championships the
last 30 years. on Wednesday in
their Parkersburg office. A de-
cision on where the champion-
ships will be held should come
next month.

Wheeling was represented by
Ohic County Schoois assistant
superiniendent Rick Jones, and

Wheeling Park High School
Athletic Director and head foot-
ball coach Chris Daugherty.

With Wheeling's four-year
contract to host the games ex-
pring in December, the pair’s
presentation Wednesday drew
attention to what has kept the
event in Wheeling for decades,
and what the future of the
championships can look like in
the Friendly City.

“We had a great bid pre-
sentation that highlighted all
the things the people before
us have worked so hard on to
make this a top-notch event,”
Jones said. “We also highlight-
ed some things that we will

add to enhance the experience
for the teams- added features
with the jumbotron, videos for
all the players following them
through the entire weekend,
among other things.”

Members of the board - made
up of the WVSSAC executive
director David Price along with
a number of assistant directors,
high school principals and state
representatives- will conduct
visits to the sites of the different
bid locations, and are expected
to make a decision in February.

Aside from Wheeling, the
other bids came from Charles-
ton, Bluefield, and a hybrid
proposition involving both

West Virginia University and
Marshall University in which
the two schools would alternate
hosting the event.

Though the SSAC is already
well-acquainted with Wheeling.

“We know almost everybody
[on the board},” Jones said. *I
used to serve on that board for
three years when I was a prin-
cipal.”

“[ already kind of know what
they think - that they really like
the event here and they always
have, it's just a matter of decid-
ing as a group if this is the time
to take it somewhere else or
to keep it here, and they know
what they’re getting here.”

With the ball now in the
SSAC’s court, Jones and
Daugherty will have to wait
and see what route the state will
choose.

“We’ve been interviewing
for this for 30 years,” Jones
said. “There was nothing in that
30-minute presentation that was
going to make or break what
they think of Wheeling. Regard-
less of what happens, they know
Wheeling’s done a fantastic job.
I’'ve estimated Wheeling has in-
vested over $2 million over the
past 30 years into this event.
People have done the best they
possibly could, and we hope to
continue that.”

: )
_—

West Virginia guard Kerr Kriisa (3) is defended by Oklahoma guard Javian McCollum (2) and
others during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Jan. 17, 2024, in

Norman, Okla.

Jayhawks Travel To Face WVU In
Old Rivalry Without Old Dynamic

By BOB HERTZEL
WYV News
MORGANTOWN - Let's

understand one thing right
now. it just won’t be the same
when No. 3 Kansas comes to
the Coliseum to face West
Virginia at 4 p.m. in a game
shown on what is fast be-
coming known as WVU-TV:
ESPN+.

With apologies to Mountain-
eer coach Josh Eilert, what has
made West Virginia vs. Kan-
sas special since the Mountain-
eers jumped from the Big East
to the Big 12 in 2013 is that it
matched up two Hall of Fame
coaches in Bill Seif at Kansas
and Bob Huggins at WVU.

They had coached against
each other in all 27 meet-
ings, with Self winning 21 of
them. but then again Self's
Kansas team was nationally
ranked in each and every game
while Huggins® only 14 times.
What's more. Self was playing
his home games in the vener-
able Allen Fieldhouse. where

Kansas almost never loses.

And against WVU, you re-
move the qualifier “never” for
Kansas is 11 in “The Phog” and
5-0 on neutral courts, if playing
in the Big 12 Tournament held
in KANSAS City can really be
considered neutral.

The rivalry has been spirited
the way it is supposed to be be-
tween two great coaches, and
o0 it was only fair that Self be
asked whether he’]l miss see-
ing Huggins on this trip.

“Maybe I will see Huggs,”
Self said, certainly aware that
Huggins has been among the
crowd at a number of Moun-
taineer home games.

it was obvious that Self had
prepared for such a question,
for he added this:

“I guarantee Josh will be
better dressed, no doubt. And
he'd look better if they wore
the same thing.”

Huggins, deposed as Moun-
taineer coach this year after
a pair of off-season indiscre-
tions, of course, is responsible

WHELRLING ]

AP Photo

for the coaching fraternity dis-
posing with wearing coats and
ties to coach games, starting a
“fashion” trend with pullovers.

Self paid homage to Hug-
gins and his situation without
being asked to.

“I want him to be remem-
bered and thought of in a way
as a guy who brought a great
legacy to our profession. I
wish the best for him, but I'm
not saying that at the expense
of anyone else,” he said.

That was the perfect transi-
tion from Memory Lane to Sat-
urday night’s game.

WVU may be 6-11, but Self
would not point any fingers
at Eilert being responsible for
such.

“I think Josh has done a
good job in a hard situation.
That’s not easy,” Self said.

Think about what it's like
replacing a legend. It’s hard
to fill a pair of size 14 shoes
when you only have a size 8
foot.

OVAC Events Put On Hold
With Weather Postponements

Please see WY U, Page C2
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Martins Ferry’s Andrew Leiffer supplies an arm bar to St. Clairs-
ville’s Daelyn Harris during their 165-pound first round match
Thursday night at the 70th annual OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling

Tournament inside downfown
Leiffer won the bout.

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING - Due to the
forecast of inclement weather,
the Ohio Valley Athletic Con-
ference was forced to postpone
its Bill Brubaker Swimming
and Ron Mauck Wrestling
Championships on Friday as
the Ohio Valley was blanketed
with a few inches of snow.

Swimming

According to a release, the
Class 5A portion of the event
will be held Saturday, as sched-
uled, but the start time has been
pushed up to 11:30 a.m. inside
the Wellness Center at Brooke
High School.

However, the Class 1A-3A
and Class 4A portions, origi-
nally scheduled for Friday, have
been pushed back until Monday,
still at Brooke High School,
with a start time of 5:30 p.m.

Defending champions on the
boys side are Linsly (Class 1A/-
3A), St. Clairsville (Class 4A)
and Parkersburg South (Class
5A). The Cadets have a record

~

Wheeling’s WesBanco Arena.

63 titles, On the girls side, Linsly

(IA-3A), St. Clairsville (4A) and

Dover (5A) are defending titlists.
Wrestling

The 70th annual event began
Thursday night and completed
three rounds - two in the cham-
pionship bracket and one in the
consolation bracket.

Action resumed Saturday
at 10 am. inside downtown
Wheeling’'s WesBanco Are-
na with quarter final matches
in the championship bracket
and second-round consolation
bouts. Third- and fourth-round
consolation matches will also
be contested before the cham-
pionship semifinals at approxi-
mately 2 p.m. Semi final con-
solation matches will conclude
the afternoon session.

At 5:30 p.m., the prestigious
Mr. Mat Award will be present-
ed prior to maiches for first,
third, fifth and seventh-places
being contested simultaneously
on four mats.

Please see OVAC, Page C2

Bracedml_ﬂn_‘_Tbugh Sledding, Offseason

'Seems “So Far, So Good” For Buckeyes

By MITCH STACY
AP Sports Write
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key contributors eligible mitigated by blue chip
for the NFL draft decid- wideout Emeka Egbuka’s
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OFFSEASON
(Continued from Page C1)

“Bottom line we
didn’t reach our goals this
year. And that’s cvery-
body,” Day said. refusing
to single out the departed
McCord, who threw two
devastating interceptions
in the 30-24 loss to even-
tual national champion
Michigan.

“The quarterback room
is one of them.” Day said.
*That’s the bottom [ine.
When you look at the
whole. we didn’t zet our
job done.”

No. 1

running  back

TreVeyon Henderson put
off the NFL draft to play
at Ohio Stadium another
season after injuries af-
fected his production in
the last two. The addi-
tion of 1,000-yard rusher
Quinshon Judkins from

Ole Miss should give the

Buckeyes one of the best
backfield tandems in col-
lege football.

The offensive line,
which retums four start-
ers. took much of the
blame for Ohio State
finishing 87th in the

wvu

(Continued from Page C1)

Eilert. who had never
been a head coach: who
had been a bench assistant
just one year. was asked
to fill in for a man who
was had more wins than
any active coach: 2 man
who had been inducted
into the Naismith Basket-
ball Hall of Fame: o man
who was a legend coach-
ing in his own home town
and at his alma mater.

What’s more, he was a
man who always seemed
to have controversy swirl-
ing around him. who was
always in the spotlight.
You can dare argue he
was more famous than
even Bill Self himsclf on
a national level and he
had carried WVL on his
back in terms of creating
a national image.

Then you come and ask
an unknown in Josh Eilert
to not only take over the
team, but to do so with
an interim title and a one-
year contract.

“And then you throw
in that he hasn’t had two
or three starters for this
whole season., at least.”
Self said.

Because of that. Self
has limited his scouting of
the team to just the cames
since the first of the year
when Eilert got RaeQuan
Battle, Noah Farrakhan
and Kerr Kriisa onto his
active roster.

“I've only looked at

them since they got their
three players back,” Self
said, fully aware that the
team on the floor now
resembles nothing of the
cast that started the sea-
sOm.

"1 didn’t want to gauge
it on them not having
their full complement of
guys ... and they sull ha-
ven't had it because Jesse
Edwards has been hurt. If
Edwards is ready to go,
he's a legitimate Top 5
big man in the countty.

“Certainly. when they
do have all their players,
they will be very formida-
ble for anyone. But if you
arc playing without guys
who are capable of get-
ting you a combined 40
points a game, it obvious-
ly looks a lot different.”

Kansas. which gar-
nered probably the top
transfer 1in the country
when it gathered in Mich-
igan’s Hunter Dickerson
over the off-season, is ex-
pected to be a contender,
along with Houston from
the Big 12. for the nation-
al championship.

Dickerson is averag-
ing 19.3 points and 11.7
rebounds a game while
cuard Kevin McCullar
averages 19.0 and 5.7 per
game. leading the Jay-
hawks to a 15-2 record,
3-1 in the Big 12 after
suffering a stunning loss
to Central Florida.

NEW LOCATION

Moundsvitte, WV

Formerly Whipkey
Heating

~Mudrreds
oudin
— T Cud

Enjoy a cool and comfortable home, summer
after summer, with reliable and efficient centrat
air conditioning from the local specialists in
heating and cooling systems.

We perform residential
and commercial work.

Repair service on most brands and types of
heating and air conditioning equipment

Trusted Technicians & Warranty Protection
i Free Estimates on new construction

and replacements.

| 1% B frlLs
Local Experience Since 1975

St. Clairsville  740-695-2487 | Barnesville » 740-425-3134

Moundsville » 304-845-8354
www.rumerlioudin.com

nation in rushing yards
(138.8 per game). The
Buckeyes will get some
help in new center Seth
McLaughlin, who trans-
ferred from Alabama.

Top defensive linemen
Jack Sawyer, J.T. Tuimo-
loau and Tyleik Williams
all stayed.

The Buckeyes have to
replace excellent start-
ing linebackers Tommy
Eichenberg and Steele
Chambers but will return
three top cornerbacks and
two safeties.

Besides O’Brien be-
ing added, other coaching
changes have been made
and more could be coming.

Day fired safeties coach
Perry Eliano and replaced
him with Matt Guerrieri
from the Indiana staff.
Special teams coordinator
Parker Fleming also was
fired.

“Everything’s going to
get looked at.” Day said.
“And if it helps Ohio State
go reach our goals and
win these games. we'll
make those changes.”

OVAC

(Continued from Page C1)

Class 3A Barnesville
leads the 42-team field
with 89 points and 11
quarter finalists. The
Shamrocks are led by
four of the returning nine
champions. Leading the
way is two-time titlist
and Ohio State Univer-
sity recruit Dakota King
(138). The other three are
defending Ohio Division
HI state champion Reese
Stephen (150), Johna-
than Huntsman (113) and
Ayden King (157). All
four are No. | seeds.

LOOKING FOR
MORE

The other five returning
champions are still alive
and include Oak Glen's
Logan Davis (120); Bea-
ver Local’s Robert Buc-
cheit (126); Wheeling
Park’s Jameson Maynard
{175); and the Universi-
ty tandem of Luca Felix
(165) and Brock Kehler
(285). Davis, Felix and
Kehler are two-time tit-
lists.

BIERKORTTE
AWARD

Started in 1971 after
the tragic death of Wheel-
ing Central student-athlete
Dave Bierkortte, the Bier-
kortte Award is presented
to the Most Outstanding
Wrestier during the an-
nual OVAC Ron Mauck
Wrestling  Tournament.
The award is voted upon
by tournament coaches.

In its storied 52-year
history {(no award was
given in 2021 due to no
tournament being held
because of COVID) as
the second-most pres-
tigious award given in
wrestling, only trailing
Mr. Mat. no wrestler has
worn the award more than
once. Barnesville’'s Da-
kota King is the reigning
recipient.

Two dozen schools, or
former schools, have had
honorees.  Steubenville
and Wheeling Park both
have had five wrestlers
feted, while Barnesville,
Beaver Local, Martins
Ferry and Parkersburg
South all have four each.

Bierkortte played
football for the Maroon
Knights but it was on the
wrestling mat where he
gained his stardom.

Bierkortte was struck
and killed by an automo-
bile while riding his bicy-
cle.

CLASS LEADERS

In addition to leading
the overall team race,
Barnesville is also atop

and well on its way to a
fifth consecutive champi-
onship. Two-time defend-
ing Class 1A/2A champi-
on Cameron is deadlocked
with Southern Local for
the lead. while Oak Glen,
which tied with Indian
Creek last year. is ahead
of the talented Class 4A
field. University leads a
deep Class 5A field.

STATS, STATS AND

STATS

Going back over the
brackets from Thursday
night, | counted 435 total
bouts being contested. Of
those. 265 ended in pins,
with 215 coming on the
championship side. Of
those 265. 93 (80-13)
ended in 1-minute or less,
with four taking less than
10 seconds.

There were also 33 de-
cisions, 21 major deci-
sions. 10 technical falls,
three forfeits and an inju-

ry default.
QUICK HITTERS
Parkersburg South
215-pounder Ayden

Morris had a pair of light-
ning-quick 7-second pins
on Thursday. Teammate
Gage Wright ook down
a 175-pound opponent
in just eight ticks, with
Barnesville’s  Christien
Hannahs, also at 215,
needing nine seconds.
UNSEEDED,
UNPHASED
Four individuals made
it through to rounds by
upsetting their way to the
quarterfinals. They are
the Wheeling Park duo
of Nate Hodge (138) and
Chance Funari (157).
Hodge took down the No.
8 and 9 seeds, while Fu-
nari ousted No. 7 and No.
[0. The other two - In-
dian Creek’s Ethan Starr
{(120) and Oak Glen’s
Waylon Courtwright
{(215. Starr took out a
third seed while Court-
wright knocked out the
No. 5 and No. 12 seeds.
UNBEATEN,
UNCHALLENGED
Davis (now 35-0) leads
eight undefeated wres-
tlers into the quarters. The
others are Wheeling Cen-
tral’s Braxton Birch {120,
32-0): Cameron’s Slaton
Pettit (138, 31-0); War-
ren’s Aden Strahler (175,
31-0): Southern Local’s
Gabe Blissenbach (190,
12-0); Harrison Central’s
Lucas Thomas (215, 22-
0); Wheeling Central’s
Isaac Martin, 215, 34-0)
and University’s Brock
Kehler (285. 35-0).
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. knows the Ohio Valley

g e s e v s
the premier indoor foot-
bali leagues in the United

! States.”

Resignalo said he
is a football hotbed, and
he hopes to continue that
trend by being “commu-
nity-oriented.”

“We are looking to cre-
ate a good fan base with
support from all areas
of the Ohio Valley,” the
head coach/GM added.
“The Roughriders were
solid in that area, but we
think we can bring a little
more with our communi-
ty aspect. I've found out
from experience that if
you do all the little things
right, you'll be success-
ful.”

The Miners have a
5-game home schedule.
The games are scheduled
for one Friday and four
Saturdays with kickoffs
at 7 p.m. The regular sea-
son kicks off on April 19
against the Jersey Bear-
cats, followed by thrill-
ing matchups against the
Maryland Warriors on
May 4, Delaware Buil-
sharks on May 11, Steel
City Stampede on June 1,
and the Maryland Eagles
on June 8.

In 2021 and 2022,
Coach Res was the GM
and Head Coach of the
Carolina Cobras of the
NAL. He led his team to
the 2022 season cham-
pionship game where
it would finish as run-
ner-up. Coach Res not
only coaches professional
football. but has 16 sea-
sons of coaching junior
college and high school
football. Currently he is
the offensive coordinator
for Bishop McGuinness
Catholic High School in
Kermnersville, NC. He has
performed the duties of
position coach, offensive
coordinator,  defensive
coordinator, head football
coach, scout and general
manager.

“l am honored to take
on the role of General
Manager and Head Coach
at Wheeling. With my ex-
perience, I look forward
to contributing to building
the organization on a path
of success and fostering
a winning culture on and
off the field,” he said.

Coach Res is no strang-
er to challenges and lead-
ing men, the former Unit-
ed States Marine Corps
combat veteran fought
two tours of duty in the
Irag War.

“Joining the AIF is
an incredible opportu-
nity to contribute to the
growth and development
of indoor football,” said
Resignalo. “As a com-
bat Marine Corps vet-
eran and someone who
has played, coached, and
managed teams in the in-
dustry, I bring a unique
perspective to the table. |
am dedicated to building
a competitive team and
providing fans with an
unforgettable experience
both on and off the field.”

The Miners, according
to Resignalo, have signed
nine players, and have
already had one signee
move up the ladder.

Wheeling has dipped
into the local talent pool
by agreeing to terms with
a pair of players each
from West Liberty and

m
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from Marshall and Larry
Ford. a WVU alum and
member of the W.Va.
Roughriders National
Arena League champi-
onship team in 2019 that
went 13-0. The team also
featured former Moun-
taineer standouts Jarrett
Brown (QB) and Noel
Devine {RB), as well as
local talents Cole Smelley
(LB, Bridgeport} and
Connor Arlia (WR, Ma-
donna).

According to Coach
Res, defensive back La-
mar Dixon had agreed to
play for the Miners but
was recently cailed up to
the Frisco Fighters of the
IFL.

Current Wheeling Uni-
versity defensive coordi-
nator Mott Gaymon will
serve in that role for the
Miners. Other coaches
are Laroi Johnson (of-
fensive coordinator) and
Max Bradshaw (off./def.
lines).

Resignalo said the team
will be operating full-
time out of a downtown
Wheeling office some
time in mid-February.

“Next week and lead-
ing up to the scason. we'll
be in town.” he noted.
“Future announcements
concerning tickets and
player signings will be re
leased.”

As for a quarterback.
Coach Res said one is
close to signing but the
final paperwork hasn’t
been cleared.

“He does have a tie
with the Roughnders.”
Resignalo hinted.

Indoor football in
Wheeling started in 1999
as the brainchild of the late
George Kellas. The Steel
Valley Smash went 2-10
in that inaugural season
and lost a few games un-
der bazaar circumstanc-
es. The Smash led to the
Ohio Valley Greyhounds
(2001-07) who hit the
ground running under the
coaching of Mark Bonar
and the quarterback play
of former Bellaire stand-
out quarterback Jose Da-
vis and offensive lineman
Mike Blackburn, of Win-
tersville. They went 11-3
in 2001, losing in the Al-
lantic East Division semi-
finals. They captured In-
door Bowl ] a year later by
beating Billings (Mont.)
Outiaws in a game played
at WesBanco Arena that
capped a 12-1 campaign.
The went a perfect 14-0
in 2003 and captured
Indoor Bowl Il over the
Utah Beef, also in Wheel-
ing.

The Greyhounds ceased
operations after the 2007
season. They played the
final three seasons in the
UIFL. going 14-17. The
Wheeling Wildcats filled
the void in 2009, going
2-10 in the Continental
IFL.

Ohio  Valley Indoor
Football fans might also
remember the Steuben-
ville Stampede who called
St. John Arena home
during the 2006-07 sea
sons when they competed
in the American IFL and
the CIFL. respectively.

Resignalo said a final
tryout for players will
be held March 15 at The
Highlands Sports Com-
plex for any aspiring
players.
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OVACs Underway

Barneswlle On Top After Day One Of Conference Tourney

Photo by Kim North

Wheeling Central's Joey Hall and Magnolia's Gage Scott roll around during the 150-pound bout Thursday
night as the 70th annual OVAC Ron Mauck Tournament concluded one day of action. Hall prevailed by

pinin 558,
By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING - Barnesville sits
atop a crowded field after one day
and three rounds of action as the
70th annual OVAC Ron Mauck
Wrestling Championships began
with an amended schedule Thurs-
day night inside a chilly Wes-
Banco Arena.

Due to impending weather, the
first night saw two rounds in the
championship bracket completed.
as well as one round of consola-
tion bouts. Today’'s acticn be-
gins at 5 p.m. with second round
matches in the consolation brack-
et and the championship quarter-
finals. Third- and fourth-round
consolation matches will close
out the second day.

The Class 3A Shamrocks ad-
vanced 11 wrestlers into tonight’s
quarterfinals to accumulate 89
points, which was 6.5 better than
second-place University (82.5)
which heads the Class 5A field.
Steubenvilie sits in third with 71
while defending champion Park-
ersburg South is fourth with 69.5.

“It’s a start,” Bamnesville head

coach Jayson Stephen said. “The
kids still have to go out and wres-
tle but we’ll take it. The kids
wrestled really well and we got
some bonus points which is al-
ways good.”

Among Barnesville's advanc-
ers are four defending cham-
pions - Johnathan Huntsman
(113}, two-time champ Dako
ta King (138), Reese Stephen
(150) and Skyier King (157).
Others collecting two victories
include Easton Stephen (106),
Aydan Andrews (120), Colt Car-
penter (126}, Karson Milhoan
{(144). Ayden King (165), Hines
Ford (175) and Marshall Meade
(2835).

“Marshall winning with a pin to
end the night kind of punctuated
things for us,” Stephen said. “The
kids know it is still a long way
from being over, but it feels good
to be on top right now.”

University moved 10 wres-
tlers into the quarters, including
defending champions Luca Felix
(165) and Brock Kehler (285).

All 14 top seeds cruised into
the quarterfinals, as did ali nine

returning champions.

Oak Glen’s Logan Davis (120);
Beaver Local’'s Robert Buc-
cheit (126) and Wheeling Park’s
Jameson Maynard (175) all took
steps Iin winning another crown.
Maynard, who is seeded No. 2,
had a pair of pins.

The Wood County Patriots have
nine quarter finalists, including
Gage Wright (175) who is ranked
No. 2 nationally.

However, Parkersburg South
did have the highest seed eliminat-
ed when No. 3 Mackiah Claudio
was edged 4-2 by Indian Creek’s
Ethan Starr and then ejected from
the tournament for flagrant mis-
conduct. The unseeded Starr then
advanced to the quarters with a
51-second pin.

Three other unseeded wrestlers
made the quarters, with two of
them hailing from Wheeling Park
in Nate Hodge (138) and Chance
Funari (157). The other was
Oak Glen’s Waylon Courtwright
(215) who knocked off the No. 5
and No. ]2 seeds.

Please see OVACS, Page 12
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Wheeling Park’s Mykel Davis corrais an alley-oop pass

Photo by Nick Henthorn

after a backdoor cut Thursday against John Marshall.

Davis Breaks Park
3-Point Record; Patriots
Down Rival Monarchs

By NICK HENTHORN
Sports Editor

GLEN DALE - Aiden
Davis broke his school’s
3-point record and the
Wheeling Park  Patri-
ots boys basketball team
continued their stretch
of dominance over rival
John Marshall on Thurs-
day, the Patriots taking a
70-38 road victory.

Davis, a junior. made
five 3-pointers in scoring
a game-high 17 points,
and with his fifth and fi-
nal long ball in the fourth
quarter, Davis reached
203 on his career. That
number topped Bubby
Goodwin, a three-time
all-state player for Park
from 2009-2011, who
had held the record with
202.

With at least 10 more
games to be played this
year, and a whole senior
season ahead of him, Da-
vis has time to add to his
new record.

“"Any time you're go-
ing up against a team like
Wheeling Park, who've
got one of the better play-
ers in the whole state,
Aiden Davis, he does a
lot on the basketball court

and he’s hard to defend.”
John Marshall head coach
Neil McCormick said.
“He makes a lot of tough
shots, he’s a smart play-
er. Knows what to do
with the basketball in his
hands., knows how to get
himself open.

Park’s victory over the
Monarchs kept in-tact a
winning streak that goes
back years; John Marshall
last beat Park in 2007.”

After dropping their
previous game to Morgan-
town just the night before,
Park head coach Michael
Jebbia felt good about his
team’s performance.

“We had a tough road
loss last Saturday after-
noon. of course last night
expended a lot of energy
against Morgantown. I
just wanted us to go out
and play hard, use some of
our bench, which we did.”

A slow pace led to a
low-scoring first quarter,
Park ahead 13-7 after
one, and the deficit was
cut to four after a basket
by John Marshall's Jack-
son Helms inside early in
the second,

Please see RECORD,
Page 12

Mountaineers Thrash Big 12
Newcomer Houston, 80-39

By BOB HERTZEL
WYV News

MORGANTOWN —  On
February 23, 2001, West Vir-
ginia’s  women’s  basketball
team suffered the indignation
of having to endure a 100-28
defeat to a No. 1 Connecticut
team that included Sue Bird and
Swin Cash in a game played at
Morgantown High due to the
asbestos removal project at the
Coliseum.

On Wednesday night, 22
vears later. WVU finallv egot to

But this is a new WVU wom-
en’s team, a ball-hawking, ag-
gressive team playing under
new coach Mark Kellogg, and
instead of being the victim of
Big East bullies, it is a bully in
the ultra-tough Big 12 confer-
ence.

In fact, in that Houston game,
Kellogg’s team went to half
time knowing they had held a
major conference team averag-
ing 74.9 points a game to just
8 points.

The dominance even amazed

Maroon Knights Save Best For Last
In Road Win Against Red Rlders

By AARON PETCHAL
For The Intelligencer

WEIRTON - The Wheeling
Central girls® basketball team
ran past Weir.

The Maroon Knights turned
a four-point advantage into |g
a 22-point lead in the fourth
en route to defeating the Red
Riders, 64-46, Thursday night
on Ron “Fritz” Williams Court
inside the Carl Hamill Field-
house.

“They out-hustled us,” Weir
(7.7 head roach Rirlk Stead
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on their way to breaking
the game open.

The victors built a 57-
35 lead in the fourth.
The hosts cut their defi-
cit down to 59-46. but
they were unable to get
any closer.

“We tried different
defenses tonight.” Stead
said. “We played man,
and then we switched to
a 1-3-1. They were able
to get the ball out and
score in transition.

“We forced things. We
play our best when we
move the ball around and
we get other people in-
volved.”

Rayna Hoover record- us

ed a team-high 16 points
to lead the way for the
Red-and-Black,  while

Qlivia Baker and Janai
Turner each contributed
nine.

Led by Blake. Wheel-
ing Central led 16-10 at
the end of the first. The
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back, and they had two
on ones, three on ones
and three on twos.

“We worked on pres-
sure. We wanted to pres-
sure their young balihan-
dler, but we had some
miscommunications in
our diamond press.

“We did not get back.
They would get the ball
and throw it to an open
player, and they were
able to score.”

Wheeling Central was
able to turn defensive
rebounds and turnovers
into easy baskets at the
other end of the court.
“Rebounding  killed
" Stead said. “We did
not put a body on any-
one. When the ball is re-
leased, you have to find
someone in a different
color and get on them.
You have to put your
body on them. and you
have to box them out.
We did not rebound.
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RESORT REALTY

Ski in to your dream getaway
home in the Laurel Highliands!
You'llmake *snow" many epic and
unforgettable family memories
at Seven Springs, Hidden Valley
and Laure! Mountain resorts!

Explore everything from cozy siopeside
condos to expansive luxury estates
to charming mountain cottages and
much more to discover. The expert
Realtors of Highlands Resort Realty are
ready to provide you with unmatched
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transaction experience!
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date for team’s to quali-
fy for the annual OVAC
Tournament. The top
four in each class quali
fy for the annual tourna-
ment.

Weir entered the game
against Wheeling Cen-
tral in second place in
the Class 4A standings
behind Indian Creek.
Buckeye Local is third in
the standings, while East
Liverpoot is fourth.

Wheeling Central en-
tered the game against
Weir in fifth place in
the Class 3A standings
behind Martins Ferry,
Union Local, Bellaire
and Fort Frye.

Weir is scheduled to
play Dover Saturday af-
ternoon at home. The JV
game is slated to start at
11:30 a.m.

Wheeling Central is
scheduled to play St
Marys Thursday night at
home.

YOUR REALTY EXPERTS

AT SEVEN SPRINGS & HIDDEN VALLEY!
8002277502 { Hicrean

DsRESORTREALTY.COM
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benville.
When Mary Rohde
received the ball in the
high post and alertly
dumped off the ball to
Anna Arai to start the
fourth. it completed the
Crusaders” monumental
comeback.
That came with 7:25
showing in the fourth.
Roughly two minutes
later, McKeever account-
ed for nine of her game-
high total as Buckeye
raced out on a 14-0 run.
Ella Maragos led Cath-

15 points in limited duty.
Reese Hobbs led the
Lady Pilots with seven re-
bounds and five steals.
Maci Hendershot led
Shadyside with nine.
Coach Rick Isaly’s
Lady Pilots led 12-7,
41-10, and 60-18 at the
breaks.
Monroe Central 55,
Shenandoah 36.
SARAHSVILLE - The
Seminoles got 20 points
from Mayzie Emery and
to help themselves to a
road win over the Zeps.

NewCOMER

(Continued from Page 11)

But this was not a brag-
gadocious “squash; sim-
ply an honest description
of what had transpired
before a crowd of 2,251
while against a men’s
game between WVU and
Oklahoma on ESPN+ at
the same time.

“Protect your own
court, then steal those
wins on the road to do
something special,” Kel-
logg said.

The Mountaineers
have protected their court
to the tune of nine victo-
ries in 10 games. the only
loss being to No. 10 Tex-
as, the first of two losses
in a row they carried into
the Houston game after
they followed the Texas
defeat by losing at lowa
State, blowing a 19-point
lead.

How did that first-quar-
ter shutout come about,

though?

“Because they missed
some shots and we played
hard and tumed them
over a little bit. And we
rebounded pretty well
tonight, something we
hadn’t been doing, so
when they missed we lim-
ited them to one shot and
out. We wanted them to
be one and done,” Kel-
logg said.

It helped that Hous-
ton’s best player, Laila
Blair, got into early foul
trouble.

“That probably impact-
ed what happened quite
a bit,” Kellogg admitted.
“You know, she’s the go-
to scorer and she’s a su-
per, super talented offen-
sive player. You look at
a box score and she’s the
first name on the list, av-
eraging 15 of 16 a game.
We put some attention on

Magnoha s Hayden Pyl-
es eventually securing the
game high as his team se-
cured a home victory.

Pyles dropped 30 in
the contest, making four
3-pointers. Close behind
was Cameron’s Lance
Hartley, who poured In
29 points for the visiting
Dragons.

After a close first half
that saw Magnolia hold a
24-23 lead, the Blue Ea-
gles soared in the second
half to an eight-point lead
by the final buzzer.

——— e mm—— gy

her for sure.

“We wanted to go at
her a little bit on the of-
fensive end, too. try to see
if we could tire her out.
make her have to defend
a little bit.”

They couldn't tire her
out. She wound up sit-
ting by fouling out with 3
points and having only 15
minutes on the fioor.

“She had what, 30 or
33 the night before, so
she had our attention,”
Kellogg said.

Once the momentum
got rolling, there was no
stopping it for Houston.

“Once we get going,
we're not really worried
about the score,” WVU’s
Jayla Hemingway said.
“We just know that once
we go out there, if we
play to our standard, the
scoreboard won’'t matter
in the end.”

OVACs

(Continued from Page

Steubenville sends
eight into the quatters.
They are Cole Harvey
(113), Dorian Haddad

{126), Charlie Abbott
(132). Cal Beadling
(138). Cooper Smith
(144), Brody Saccoc-

cia (150), Savier Faulks
(157) and Landon Cro-
sier (165).

“Everyone we thought
could get to the quarters
did.” Steubenville's Lu-
cas Huffman said. “The
Crosier kid really came
through.”

There were eight un-
defeated wrestlers that
entered the tournament

11)

and all eight are still un-
scathed. They include
Qak Glen’s Davis and
Wheeling Central’s
Braxton Birch at 120;
Cameron’s Slaton Pettit
(138); Warren’s Aden
Strahler (175); South-
em Local’s Gabe Blis-
senbach (190); Harrison
Central’s Lucas Thomas
and Wheeling Central’s
Isaac Martin at 215; and
Kehler (285).

Several wrestlers
picked up individual mile-
stones as Thomas record-
ed his 100th career pin;
his brother Landen (285)
earned his 100th win, as

did Oak Glen's Michael
Heath. Davis notched his
100th pin.

Cameron and South-
ern Local are tied for the
Class TA/2ZA with 35
points each. Oak Glen
(64) leads the Class 4A
field with 64 points, a
dozen better than Beaver
Local. Indian Creek is a
distant third but still with
in striking distance.

The championship
semifinals begins Satur
day’s action at 11 a.m..
with matches for first-,
third-, fifth- and sev-
enth-places beginning at
3:30 pm.

Recorp

(Continued from Page

“You've got to give
John Marshall credit,
they came out with a pret-
ty good game plan to run
some patient offense and
keep that score a little bit
lower,” Jebbia said. “And
they hit some shots there
in the late first, early sec-
ond quarter.”

Thing started to slip out
of control for John Mar-
shall as the game wore on
though, with Wheeling
Park’s Mykel Davis the
catalyst for what ended
up as a 20-point halftime
lead. 34-14.

A steal-and-slam, an
alley-cop lay-in, and a
hard drive to the hoop on
consecutive  possessions
ignited the Patriots, who
were extending their ro-
tation beyond their usual
band Thursday.

“l thought some guys
off the bench gave us a
lift in JD Williarns and
Andrew Hays and Ryan
Linder, both seniors, they
really came in and did a

Kl

11)

nice job. Our guys shared
the ball, 17 assists on 29
made baskets.”

Linder scored two
points, grabbed a rebound
and a steal, while Hays
recorded a rebound, two
steals and an assist,

Mykel Davis finished
with 13 points, three
steals and six assists. Am-
are Johnson also scored
13 points, Landon Lew-
is scored 11, Williams
scored eight, and Jacob
Hays and Dante Strothers
each scored three.

For John Marshall,
Brody Williams scored
13 to lead the Monarchs,
Kayden Knapp scored
nine, and Hayden Gais-
er, Conor Fitzpatrick,
Jackson Helms and Scott
Schenerlein each scored
four points.

“[ thought our guys
competed, and I'm proud
of their effort,” McCor-
mick said. “Unfortunately
we didn’t come out on the
side we wanted to, but go-

ing against Aiden Davis
and Mykel Davis and the
rest of their team. coach
Jebbia does a great job.
Not the result we wanted
but I'm proud of the effort
our guys gave.”

John Marshall next
plays East Liverpool
on Saturday, Jan. 20.

Wheeling Park’s origi-
naily scheduled Saturday
game against Parkersburg
South was rescheduled to
Feb. 13, meaning the Pa
triots will be off their feet
for over a week.

“Our schedules™ very
hard; we've only won
a few games by double
figures out of 13.” Jeb-
bia said. “We've won a
lot of single digit games.
our losses are all single
digits, we've been in a
lot of tight games. So it
was good to get back on
the winning track after a
couple tough losses and
we have a big game next
Friday night at East Liv-
erpool.”

E
[
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BASKETBALL{BOYS) Association has released the Overall {Top 10) PREP BASKETBALL

Brooke at Steubenville, 5:30

p.m.
Indian Creek at Beaver Local.
5:30 p.m.
Cameron at Magnolia
Beliaire at Cambridge
St. Clairsville at Harrison Cen-
tral
Martins Ferry at Union Local
Bridgeport at Beallsville
Barnesville at Caldwell
- Hundred at Valley.
BASKETBALL (GIRLS)
Hundred at Valley. 5:30 p.m,
WRESTLING
OVAC Tournament at Wes-
Banco Arena. 11 a.m.
WIMMING
OVAC Meet at Brooke, 2 p.m.
Classes 1A-4A

CoLLege CaRrD

Saturday, Jan. 20
MEN'S BASKETBALL
Glenville State at West Liber-

ty, 4 p.m
Concord at Wheeling, 4 p.m.
Kansas at West Virginia. 4

p.m.
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Glenville State at West Liber-

ty, 2 p.mi.

Concord at Wheeling, 2 p.m.
WRESTLING

Wheeling at Glenville State, 7

p.m.
Wheeling vs. Garrett College
at Glenville, 8:30 p.m.

Seorts on TV

Friday, Jan. 19
AUTO RACING

8 p.m.
PEACOCK — NASCAR Hall of
Fame Induction Ceremony
CANADIAN HOCKEY LEAGUE
7 p.m.
NHLN - Saginaw at Ottawa
COLLEGE BASKETBALL

{MEN'S}
5 p.m.
CBSSN Falrlelgh Dickinson
at Stonehill
6:30 p.m.
81 — Georgetown at Xavier
7p.m.
CBSSN Toledo at Cent
Michigar

ESPN2 — Saint Louws at VCU

ESPNU — Akron at Kent St
8:30 p.m.

FS1 — Indiana at Wisconsin
10:30 p.m.

FS1 UNLV at Colorado Si.
COLLEGE BASKETBALL
[(WOMEN'S}

Bp.m.

PALC-12N UCLA at Colorade
10 p.m.

PAC-12N — Oregon at Stan-
ford
COLLEGE GYMNASTICS
[(WOMEN'S)
6 p.m.
iorrda at Auburn
7:30 p.m.
Arkansas at Alabama
9 p.m.
SECN — Kentucky at LSU
COLLEGE HOCKEY (MEN'S)

9 p.m.
CBSSN — Miami {(Ohio) at
Colorado College

SECN
SECN -

COLLEGE WRESTLING
BTN — Penn St. at Michigan
8 p.m

BTN — Purdue at lowa
FIELD HOCKEY (WOMEN'S)
9 am.
CBSSN — Olympic Qualifier:
U.S. vs. Germany, Gold-Med-
al Match, Ranchi, India
GOLF

1Tp.m.
GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Hil-
ton Grand Vacations Tour-
nament Of Champions, Sec-
ond Round, Lake Nona Golf
Course, Orlando, Fla.

2p.m,
ESPN2 - Latin America Am-
ateur Championship: Second
Round, Santa Mar a Goif
Club, Panama City

4p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour: The Amer-
ican Express, Second Round,
. Pete Dye Stadium Course, La
Quinta, Calif,

7 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour Cham-
pions: The Mitsubishi Elec-
tric  Championship, Sec-
ond Round, Hualalai GC,
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
p.n.
NFLN The Polynesian
Bowl: Team Mauka vs. Team
Makai, Honolulu
NBA BASKETBALL
740 p.m.
ESPN — Denver at Boston
10:30 p.my.
ESPN — Brookiyn at LA Lak-

ers
SOCCER (MEN'S)

10 p.m.
FS2 — Liga MX: Cruz Azui at
Juarez

TENNIS

weekly boys and girls basket-
ball coaches polls:

BOYS
Class A
1. Tucker County {12} 132
2. Tug Valiey (2) 116
3. East Hardy 112
4, James Monroe 100
5. Webster County 94
6. Clay-Battelle 68
7. Wahama 52
8. Cameron 42
8. Greater Beckley 42
10. River View 24
Class AA
1. Charleston Catholic (8} 98
2. Chapmanville {2} 86
3. Wilhamstown 78
4. Bluefield 72
{tie} Wheeling Central 712
6. Ravenswood 48
7. Poca 32
8. Wyoming East 28
9. Trinity 26
10, Petersburg 18
Class AAA
1. Fairmont Senior {13} 139
2. Nitro 119
3. Shady Spring (1) 108
4. East Fairmont 80
5. Herbert Hoover 71
6. Lewis County 55
7. Logan 47
8. Sissonville 41
9. Midland Trail 37
10. Ripley 29
Class AAAA
1. Spring Mills (10} 116
2.Morgantown (2] 110
3. George Washington 76
4, Huntington 67
5. Bridgeport 62
{tie) Martinsbur 62
7. Wheeling Par 34
8. Woosrow Wilson 28
9. Jefferson 7
10. South Charleston 23
GIRLS
Class A
1. Cameron (6}
2. James Monroe (1)
3. Gilmer County {1)
4, Greenhrier West
5. Tucker County
6. River View
7. Doddridge County
8. St. Joseph Central
9. Tyler Consolidated

10. Webster Count;
Class A
1. Wyoming East (8)
2. Williamstown
3. St. Marys
4. Wheeling Central
5, Chapmanville
6. Ravenswood
7. Summers County
8. Parkersburg Catholic
9, Mingo Centrat
10. Pgetersburg
Class 3A
1. Wayne (8]
2. East Fairmont
3. Lewis County
4. Philip-Barbour
5. Nitro
6. Ripley
7. Robert C. Byrd
8. Sissonville
9. North Marion
Class 4A
1. Morgantown {7}
2. Wheeling Park {6}
3. Spring Valley {1}
4. George Washington {1}
5. Parkersburg
6. Parkersburg South
7. St. Albans
8. Cabell Midiand
9. University
10. Greenbrier East

NFL PLavorrs

Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 13
Houston 45, Cleveland 14
Kansas City 26, Miami 7
Sunday, Jan. 14
Green Bay 48, Dallas 32
Detroit 24, L.A. Rams 23
Monday, Jan. 15
Buffalo 31, Pittsburgh 17

Tampa Bay 32, Philadel-
phia 3
Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan, 20
Houston at Baltimore, 4:30
p.m. [ESPN/ABC)
Green Bay at San Francis-
co, 8 p.m. (FOX)
Sunday, Jan. 21
Tampa Bay at Detroit, 3
p.r. {NBC/Peacock)
Kansas City at Buffalo, 6:30
p.m. (CBS/Paramount)
Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 28
AFC
AFC Jowest remaining seed
at AFC highest remaining
seed, 3 p.m. (CES)

NFC lowest remaining seed
at NFC highest remamlng
seed, 6:30 p.m. (FOX

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 11

At Las Vegas
TBD, :30 p.m. (CBS)

ECHL

Friday's Games
Adirondack at Trois-Rivieres,

7 p.m.

Forida at Orlando, ppd
Kalamazoo at Indy, 7 p.m.
Greenville at South Carolina,

7:05 p.m.
Mawdfrnindland at Rlacfall

1. Barnesville 89; 2. Univer-
sity 82.5; 3. Steubenville 71;
4. Parkershurg South 69.6; 5.
Cak Glen 64; 6. Wheeling Park
56.5; 7. Beaver Local 52; 8.
Linsly 47; 9. Wheeling Central
46; 10. John Marshall 45

Class 5A
1.University 82.5; 2. Steuben-
ville 71; 3, Parkersburg South
69.5; 4. Wheeling Park 56.5; 5.
John Marshall 45; 6. Brooke
39; 7. Warren 26; 8. Morgan
town 16

Class 4A
1. Oak Glen 64; 2. Beaver Lo-
cal 52; 3. Indian Creek 43; 4.
Weir 42; 5. East Liverpool
36.5; 6. Harrison Central 32;
7. Cambridge 31; 8. Buckeye
Local 30; 9. Edison 27; 10.
Clairsville 11

Class 3A
1. Barnesville 89; 2. Linsly
47; 3. Wheeling Centrai 46;
4. Union Local 30; 5. Martins
Ferry 28; 6. Bellaire 21; 7.
Shenandoah 11.5; 8. Magnolia
10: 9. Fort Frye 6

Class 1A[2A

1. {(tie} Cameron, Southern Lo-
cal 35; 3. Caldwell 19; 4. (tie)
River, Toronto 10; 6. Steu-
benville Catholic 9; 7. Bridge-
port 8.5; 8. (tie) Beallsville,
Shadyside 4; 10. (tie) Frontier,
Madonna 3; 12. Wellsville
2; 13. (tie} Monroe Central,
Paden City 0; 15. Conotton
Valley -2

Prep BoxsCORES

GIRLS

Buckeye Local 60,
Steubenville Catholic 48
BUCKEYE LOCAL (60} -
McKeever 10 5-8 27; Ankrom 2
0-0 4; Dailey 1 0-0 2; Kandrach
35-812; Roset 10-0 3; Hornyak
1 0-0 2; Stock 5 06-0 10; Totals:
23 10-16 60. STEUBENVILLE
CATHOLIC {48) - Rohde 5 2-2
12: Cherepko 1 1-2 3; Marages
50-0 15; O’'Karma 3 0-2 7; Arai
5 1-2 11, Marcino 0 0-0 0; Del-
aney 0 0-0 0; Totals: 19 5-8 48.
Three-point Goals: Buckeye
Local 5 {(McKeever 2, Kand-
rach, Rosset). Steubenville
Catholic 6 {Marages 5, O'Kar-
rmal.

River 60, Shadyside 20
RIVER (60) - Huffman 1 0-0 3;
Hobbs 1 1-2 3; Harlan 6 1-1
15; Reed 0 2-2 2; Isaly 9 2-2
26; Hagan 2 0-0 4; Fox 3 0-1
7; Jones 0 0-0; Prim 0 0-0 O;
Kilburn 0 0-0 0. Totals 22 6-8
60. SHADYSIDE (20} - Fulton 1
0-0 2; Tsoras 1 0-0 3; Hender-
shot 3 0-0 9; Faulkner 2 2-4 7.
Zdunczyk 00-0 0. Totals 7, 2-4

Three pomt goals: River 9
{lsaly 6, Harlan 2,, Fox 1).
Shadyside 4 {Hendershot 3,
Faulkner 1).

Monroe Central 55,
Shenandoah 36
MONROE CENTRAL (55} -
Emery 8 0.0 20; Henthorn 2
0-2 4; English 2 2-2 12; Miller
1 0-0 2; McFederick 2 0-0 4;
McGarry 2 0-0 4; Bettinger 3
3-4 9; Smitley 0 0-0 0; Totals
22 5-8 556. SHENANDOCAH (36}
— Moore 5 6-8.17; Brown 0 0-0
0; House 1 0-0 2; Noll 2 0-0 4;
Snyder 10-0 2; McVicker 1 0-0
2; May 4 3-3 11; Irvin 0 0-0 0;

Totals 13 9-11 36.
Whaeling Central 64, Weir 46
WHEELING CENTRAL (64) -
Severns 4 0-0 8; Fizsimmons
11 1-1 25; Ratcliffe 1 0-0 3;
Hanson 0 0-0 0; Schmitt 0 0-0
0; Miehle 1 0-0 3; Robrecht 1
0-0 2; Ondrejko 0 0-0 O; Blake

11 1-1 23; Totals 29 2-2 64,
WEIR {46) - Baker 4 0-1 9;
Kaufrnan 2 0-0 5; Turner 4 1-2
9; Lash 31-17; Faulks 0 0-0 C;
Hoover 6 3-3 16; Weber 0 0-0
0; Utt 0 0-0 0; Spencer 0 0-0
0: Baltimore 0 0-0 0; Totals 19
5-7 46,
Three-point goals: Wheeling
Central 4 (Fitzsimmons 2, Rat
cliffe, Miehle). Weir 3 {Baker,
Kaufrnan, Hoover).

BOYS

Wheeling Park 70,

John Marshall 38
WHEELING PARK - Linder
1 0-0 2; A Davis 6 0-0 17;
Spurlin 0 0-0 0; M. Davis 6 0-0
13; J. Hays 1 0-0 3; Johnson
6 1-3 13; Strothers 1 0-0 3; A,
Hays 0 0-0 0; K. Davis 0 0-0 0;
Williams 3 0-0 8; Lewis 5 0-0
11; Totals 29 1-3 70. JOHN
MARSHALL (38) - Gaiser 2 0-0
4; Fitzpatrick 1 1-2 4; Martin 0
0-0 0; Young 0 0-0 0; Astipilitis
00-00; Knapp 4 1-39; Bungad
0 0-0 0; Helms 1 2-2 4; Ward
¢ 0-0 0; Williams 6 1-2 13;
Schenerlein 2 0-0 4; Totals 16
5-9 38.

Three-point goals: Wheeling
Park 11 (A. Davis 5, Williams
2, M. Davis, J. Hays, Strothers,
Lewis). John Marshalt 1 {Fitz-
patrick).

Magnolia 57, Cameron 4%

CAMERON { 49) - Estel 0 0-0 0;
Maillaw A A0 O Wisktareman

Akr. Ellet 55, Akr. Buchtel 42
Akr. Firestone 52, Akr. Gar-
field 43

Albany Alexander 51, Crooks-
ville 36

Andover Pymatuning Valley
50, Vienna Mathews 17
Arcanum 59, Bradford 19
Arlington 43, Pandora-Gilboa
37

Batavia 75, Wiimington 67,
20T

Batavia Clermont NE 55, Lees
Creek E. Clinton 34
Belmont Unien Local 67,
Barnesville 31
Bethel-Tate 61,
52, 0T

Beverly Ft. Frye 51, Vincent
Warren 32

Bidwell River Valley 47, Ath-
ens 43

Bishop Watterson 51, Bishop
Hartley 16

géookfield 36, Youngs. Liberty
Bryan 58, Delta 19

Carmden Preble Shawnee 37,
‘é\_li. Alexandria Twin Valley S.

Georgetown

Casstown Miami E. 47, Sidney
Lehman 11

Chagrin Falls 58, Orange 49
Chardon NDCL 47, Parma His.
Holy Name 25

Chesapeake 45, South Point

Cln Seven Hills 56, Hamilton
New Miami 17

Cin. West Clermont 55, Leba-
non 53, OT

Cin. Winton Woods 62, Mil-
ford 47

Coldwater 52, Ft. Recovery 38
Columbiana Crestview 64,
Campbell Memorial 13
Cory-Rawson 55, Waynes-
field-Goshen 46

Creston Norwayne 66, Ritt-
man 26

Crown City S. Gallia 74, Wil-
low Weood Symmes Valley 48
Day. Christian 57, Spring. Em-
manuel Christian 13

Day. Northridge 32, DeGraff
Riverside 27

Defiance Ayersville 50, Hicks-
ville 20

Defiance Tinora 37, Haviland
Wayne Trace 26

Delphos Jefferson 52, Ada 20
Doylestown Chippewa 59,
West Salem Northwestern 47
E. Can. 38, Kidron Cent. Chris-
tian 23

Elida, N.M. 32, Celina 26
Elmore Woodmore 46, New
Riegel 35

Elyria First Baptist Christian
47, Cle. St. Martin De Porres

40

Findlay Liberty-Benton 51,
McComb 18

Franklin 61, Clarksville Clin-
ton-Massie 44

Franklin Middletown Christian
46, Cin. Gamble Montessori
33

Fremont Ross 62, Napoieon

;t. Jennings 45, Continental
3

Genoa Christian 57, Granville
Christian 2%

Germantown Valley View §9,
Eaton 35
Gibsonburg 53,
Hopewell-Loudon 27
Greenwich S. Cent. 65, Ash-
land Crestview 23

Grove City 69, Galloway West-
land 16

Hamler Patrick Henry &6,
Metamora Evergreen 41
Hannibal River 60, Shadyside
20

Hanoverton United 70, Leeto-
nia 15

Harrod Allen E. 45, Convoy
Crestview 40

;iglgate 46, Pioneer N. Central

Holland Springfield 56, Ore-
gon Clay 45

Hubbard 63, Niles McKinley
21

Kansas Lakota 41,
Danbury 36

Kenton 71, Defiance 41
Kinsman Badger 61, Cortland
Maplewood 43

Lakewood 67, Cla. Hay 40
Leavittsburg LaBrae 44, New-
ton Falls 31

Leipsic 51, Bluffton 39
Lexington 46, Mt. Vernon 29
Liberty Center 47, Archbold 32
Lima Perry 66, N. Baltimore 356
Lima Shawnee 50, Wapako-
neta 27

Mansfield 26, Mansfield Mad-
ison 22
Marietta 61,
W.Va, 10
Mayfield 60, Chagrin Falis
Kenston 37

McArthur Vinton County 53,
Nelsonville-York 43

McGuffey Upper Scioto Valley
40, Mt. Victéry Ridgemont 28
Medina Christian Academy
54, N. Ridgeville Lake Ridge

11

Miller City 45, Bloomdale Elm-
wood 31

Millersburg W. Holmes 63,
Ashland 57

Milton-Union 64, Troy Chris-
tian 38

Mineral Ridae 71. MeDonaid

Bascom

Lakeside

Point Pleasant,

- —
Photo by Nick Henthorn

Wheeling Central Catholic’s Quinton Burlenski sizes
up his defender during the Marcon Knights' game
against the Linsly Cadets on Jan. 2, 2023, Burlenski
was recently nominated for a chance to play in the
2024 McDonald’s All-American Games on April 2 at

Toyota Center in Houston.

Wheeling Central’s Burienski
Nominated For McDonald’s
All-American Basketball Team

By NICK HENTHORN
Sports Editor

WHEELING - Wheel-
ing Central senior point
guard Quinton Burlenski
was nominated Tuesday
for a chance to play in
the 2024 - McDonald’s
All-American Games on
April 2 at Toyota Center
in Houston.

“It’s a big accomplish-
ment for me. having my
name in with other guys
around the country. and
in a small group in the
state,” Burlenski said.

Burlenski was one of
five players from West
Virginia nominated,
alongside Zion Blevins
from Chapmanville, Cole
Joy and Jackson Smith
from Parkersburg South.
and Sharron Young from
Morgantown.

Burlenski has captained
a 10-2 Maroon Knights
team that made a run to
the state toumament last
season.

The field general on
offense and leader in
the huddle, Burlenski
All-American qualities go
beyond his abilities with
the basketball.

“It’s not just this year,”
Stephens said of Bur-
lenski. “Ever since he’s
come here he’s worked

extremely hard. With
o seniors last year. we
needed some underclass-
men to step wp and fill
a leadership role and he
was one of the guys that
did that.

“He's not real vocai.
but the kids sec him in the
gym constantly. he’s con-
stantly working on get-
ting better. and that kind
of leadership goes a long
way."”

“Just being consistent
mainly, on the court and
also off the court, in the
classroom.”  Burlenski
said of his success.

Burlenski set goals for
this year, for himself and
his team, but being nom-
inated for a spot on the
All-American team was
not something he had
considered.

“It really wasn’t even
in my mind.” Burlenski
said. "l saw | got tagged
in something on Insta-
gram and 1 found out, 1
Just thought it was pretty
cool.”

The top 24 girls and
24 boys will be revealed
Tuesday. Jan. 23, 2024
on ESPN’s NBA Today
between 3-4 p.m. ET and
announced  across ES-
PN’s various social and
digital platforms.

Josh Franke Announces
Departure From Toronto

By ANDREW GRIMM

“or The Intelligencer

TORONTO -~ Josh
Franke announced on X
Thursday evening that he 1s
stepé)mg down as Toronto's
head football coach to take
over at Westerville Central.

Franke has been the Red
Knights head coach for the
past six. guiding the pro-
gram to a mark of 37-26
with five consecutive play-
off appearances.

e past six years have
been the most enjoyable of
m(fr 13 year career. I want-
ed to come back to my alma
mater, make my mark. and
bring pride pack to our foot
ball program,” Franke said
in a statement. 1 belicve
we've  accomplished that
and so much more over the
last six seasons. However,
I've always encouraged our
glayers to strive to be the

est versions of themselves
that they can be. To chal-

the Year.

“[ want fo thank the
community. Toronto City
School Board. the Ad-
ministration. my assjstant
coaches. and most impos-
tantly. the plavers I've had
over the last six vears.” his
statement read. "You all are
what has made this such a
special stop. [ was born a
Red Knight, I graduated a
Red Knight, 1 will alwavs
be 2 Red Knight.”™

Franke is jumping from
the smallest division to the
largest. as Toronto com-
petes in Diviston VII and
Westerville Central 1s D-L.

The Warhawks finished
2-9 last scason and head
coach Ed Miley stepped
down n late November af-
ter posting a 7-16 mark 1n
tWO seasons.

“As hard as it is o leave,
it's just a5 exciting to think
abour the new challenges
ahead.” Franke's statement
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Wheeling Central senior nominated for All-America

“It’s not just this year.” Stephens said of Bur-§
lenski. “Ever since he’s come here he’s worked ex-

WHEELING — Wheeling Central senior point
guard Quinton Burlenski was nominated Tues-
day for a chance to play in the 2024 McDonald’s
All-American Games on April 2 at Toyota Center

in Houston.

“It’s a big accomplishment for me. having my
name in with other guys around the country, and in
a small group in the state,” Burlenski said.

Burlenski was one of five players from West
Virginia nominated. alongside Zion Blevins from
Chapmanville. Cole Joy and Jackson Smith from
Parkersburg South, and Sharron Young from Mor-

gantown.

Burlenski has captained a 10-2 Maroon Knights
teamn that made a run to the state tournament last

5€ason.

The field general on offense and leader in the
huddle, Burlenski All-American qualities go be-
yond his abilities with the basketball.

sidered.

“It really wasn’t even in my mind,” Burlenski
said. “I saw 1 got tagged in something on Instagram
and 1 found out, [ just thought it was preity cool.”

tremely hard. With no seniors last year, we needed |
some underclassmen to step up and fill a leadership |
role and he was one of the guys that did that.

“He's not real vocal, but the kids see him in the [
gym constantly, he’s constantly working on getting
better, and that kind of leadership goes a long way.

“Just being consistent mainly, on the court and
also off the court, in the classroom.” Burlenski said
of his success.

Burlenski set goals for this year, for himself and
his team, but being nominated for a spot on the
All-American team was not something he had con-

.
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WHEELING CENTRAL Catholic’s Quinton Burlenski sizes

The top 24 girls and 24 boys will be revealed up his defender during the Maroon Knights’ game against the

various social and digital platforms.

Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024 on ESPN’s NBA Today be- Linsly Cadets on Jan. 2, 2023. Burlenski was recently nomi-
tween 3-4 p.m. ET and announced across ESPN’s nated for a chance to play in the 2024 McDonald's All-Ameri-

can Games on April 2 at Toyota Center in Houston.

Barnesville leads after first day

of OVAC

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Bamesville
sits atop a crowded field after
one day and three rounds of ac-
tion as the 70th annual OVAC
Ron Mauck Wrestling Champi-
onships began with an amend-
ed scheduie Thursday night in-
side a chilly WesBanco Arena.

Due to impending weather,
the first night saw two rounds
in the championship brack-
et completed. as well as one
round of consolation bouts.
Today's action begins at 5 p.m.
with second round matches in
the consolation bracket and the
championship  quarterfinals.
Third- and fourth-round con-
solation matches will close out
the second day.

The Class 3A Shamrocks
advanced 11 wrestlers into to-
night’s quarterfinals to accu-
mulate 89 points, which was
6.5 better than second-place
University {82.5) which heads

the Class 5A field. Steubenville

sits I third with 71 while de
fending champion Parkersburg
South is fourth with 69.5.

“lt's a start.” Bamesville
head coach Jayson Stephen
said. “The kids still have to go
out and wrestle but we’ll take
it. The kids wrestled reaily well
and we got somc bonus points
which is always good.”

Among Bamesville's  ad-
vancers are four defending
champions —  Johnathan
Huntsman (113). two-time
champ Dakota King (138). Re
ese Stephen (150) and Skyler
King (157). Others collecting
two victories include Easton
Stephen (106}, Aydan An-
drews (120), Colt Carpenter
(126). Karson Milhoan {144),
Ayden King (165), Hines Ford
(175) and Marshall Meade
(285).

wrestling ¢

L e
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BARNESVILLE'S EASTON Stephen works towards a reversal during his 106-pound match
Thursday against St. Clairsville’s Carson Bishop during the 70th annual OVAC Ron Mauck
Tournament inside WesBanceo Arena in downtown Wheeling. Stephen is one of 11 quarterfi-
nalists for the tournament-leading Shamrocks.

“Marshall winning with a pin
to end the night kind of punc-
tuated things for us.” Stephen
said. “The kids know it is still a
long way from being over, but
it feels good to be on top right
now.”

University moved 10 wres-
tlers into the quarters, includ-
ing defending champions Luca
Felix (165) and Brock Kehler
(285).

All 14 top seeds cruised into
the quarterfinals, as did all nine
returning champions.

Oak Glen’s Logan Davis
(120). Beaver Local’s Robert
Buccheit (126) and Wheel-
ing Park’s Jameson Maynard

(175) all took steps in winning
another crown, Maynard, who
is seeded No. 2, had a pair of
pins.

The Wood County Patriots
have nine quarter finalists. in-
cluding Gage Wright {175}
who is ranked No. 2 nationally.

However, Parkersburg South
did have the highest seed elim-
inated when No. 3 Mackiah
Claudio was edged 4-2 by Indi-
an Creek's Ethan Starr and then
ejected from the tournament for
flagrant misconduct. The un-
seeded Starr then advanced to
the quarters with a 51-second
pin.

Three other unseeded wres-

tlers made the quarters. with
two of them hailing from
Wheeling Park in Nate Hodge
(138} and Chance Funari
{157). The other was QOak
Glen’s Waylon Courtwright
{215) who knocked off the No.
5 and No. 12 seeds.

Steubenville sends eight into
the quarters. They are Cole
Harvey (113), Dorlan Haddad
{126), Charlie Abbott {132).
Cal Beadling (138). Cooper
Smith (144), Brody Saccoccia
(150), Savier Faulks {157} and
Landon Crosier {165).

See BARNESVILLE,
Page B2

Ohio State hires Texas A&M athletic director
Ross Bjork to replace the retiring Gene Smith

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP} — Texas
A&M athletic director Ross Bjork has
been hired at Ohio State to replace long-
time athletic director Gene Smith, who

will retire July 1.

LI o

the University of Missouri.

“Few athletics directors have estab-
lished such an impressive and strong re-
cord of success in athletics, in the class-
room and rt‘hroughou.t‘ the commuqity::j

training.

also oversaw the creation of programs
to equip student-athletes with education
and resources related to finance, per-
sonal branding, networking and media

Fal o TR | hTTe S

Mike Tomlin
remains ‘on
go’ for the
Steelers and
likely beyond

PITTSBURGH (AP) Mike
Tomlin remains “on go” in Pitts-
burgh.

Both in 2024 and likely beyond.

The NFL's longest-tenured head
coach said Thursday he plans on re-
turning to the Steelers for an 18th
season, brushing aside speculation
that he was on the cusp of burning
out and considering taking a step
back.

Tomlin shook his head and chuck-
led “no’ when asked if he told any-
one he needed a break, saying his
passion for his job has only intensi-
fied the deeper he gets into a career
that inciudes a Super Bowl ring, but
also a playoff-win drought that sits
at seven years and counting follow-
ing a 31-17 loss to Buffalo in the
opening round on Monday.

The Steelers finished 10-8 in
Tomlin’s 17 seasons and have nev-
er finished below .500 since he took
over for Bill Cowher in January
2007.

Yet Pittsburgh has also been stuck
on a treadmill of sorts since reach-
ing the AFC title game in 2016, a
stretch that includes five seasons of
somewhere between & to 10 wins
and four quick playoff exits.

While Tomlin believes the Steel-
ers have closed the gap on the teams
playing in the divisional round this
weekend, he also allowed it doesn’t
matter.

“It all sucks, it does.” Tomlin said.
“It’s not degrees of suck. It all sucks,
I"d rather be working.”

Instead, Tomlin will spend the
coming weeks interviewing for an
offensive coordinator — a candidate
he said will come from outside the
organization — and start prepping
for the NFL draft and free agency.

Tomlin is entering the final year
of a contract extension he signed in
2021.

He stormed off rather than answer
when asked about it moments after
the Steelers fell to the Bills. Three
days removed, Tomlin admitted 1
could have handled the situation bet-
ter than I did” but added he felt that
wasn't the time or the place to dis-
cuss his future.

A future that will be in Pittsburgh.
He declined to get into specifics

on whether he will seek a multi-
vaar deal fraom team nrecident Art



SPORTS

Steubenville Catholic falls to Buckeye Local

STEUBENVILLE  — Steubenville
Catholic’s slow start to senior night
saw the Crusaders trail by as many as
17 points at 25-8 carly in the second
quarter.

The fact that head coach Rocky
Bragg's team managed to come all the
way back to knot the score at 40-40 to
start the fourth quarter was impressive.

Buckeye Local's response to losing
said lead was equally as impressive.

Brynn McKeever led all scorers with
27 points and came out on fire to start
the fourth as Buckeye pulled away for a
cherished 60-48 victory on Thursday at
Catholic Central’s gym in Steubenville.

When Mary Rohde received the ball
in the high post and alertly dumped off
the ball to Anna Arai to start the fourth,
it completed the Crusaders’ monumen-
tal comeback.

That came with 7:25 showing in the
fourth.

Roughly two minutes later, McKeever
accounted for nine of her game-high to-
tal as Buckeye raced out on a 14-0 run.

Ella Maragos led Catholic Central
with 15 on five 3-pointers, backed by
12 from Rohde. Arai. the team’s lead-
ing scorer. was limited to 11 and just
five after the break.

McKeever and Pam Kandrach both
hit for double figures. with Kandrach
going for a 12-point. 12-rebound dou-
ble double. Lizzie Stock finished with
10 points for the Panthers including
three big buckets in the fourth guarter.

%liver 60, Shadyside 2

SHADYSIDE Visiting River
High (12-2) rode the hot hand of fresh-
man Maci Isaly’s 26 points in a repeat
win over the Lady Tigers (3-14).

Isaly added six rebounds, while se-
nior stalwart Kelsey Harlan added 15
points in limited duty.

Reese Hobbs led the Lady Pilots with
seven rebounds and five steals,

Maci Hendershot led Shadyside with
nine.

Coach Rick Isaly’s Lady Pilots led
12-7,41-10, and 60-18 at the breaks.
Monroe Central 55, Shenandoah 36

SARAHSVILLE — The Seminoles
got 20 points from Mayzie Emery and
to help themselves to a road win over
the Zeps.

Monroe Central also got nine points,
eight rebounds and six steals from Riley
Bettinger, and 12 points and six assists
from Jacey English.

Shenandoah was led by Emily Moore
with 17. Brylee May joined her in dou-
ble figures with 11.

After trailing 12-9 at the end of the
first quarter, Monroe Central took a
lead they would not relinquish in the
second, outscoring the Zeps 19-5 in the
frame to lead 28-17 at the half.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Magnolia 57, Cameron 49

NEW MARTINSVILLE The
Dragons and Blue Eagles’ top options
showed up for a scoring duel Thursday,
Magnolia’s Hayden Pyles eventually
securing the game high as his team se-
cured a home victory.

Pyles dropped 30 in the contest, mak-
ing four 3-pointers. Close behind was
Cameron’s Lance Hartley, who poured
in 29 points for the visiting Dragons.

After a close first half that saw Mag-
nolia hold a 24-23 lead, the Blue Eagles
soared in the second half to an eight-
point lead by the final buzzer.

¢ Barnesville
Continued from Page B1

“Everyone we thought could get to the
quarters did,” Steubenville s Lucas Huff-
man said. “The Crosier kid really came
through.”

There were eight undefeated wrestlers
that entered the tournament and all eight
are still unscathed. They include Oak
Glen’s Davis and Wheeling Central’s
Braxton Birch at 120; Cameron’s Sla-
ton Pettit (138); Warren's Aden Strahler
(175); Southem Local's Gabe Blissen-
bach (190). Harrison Central's Lucas
Thomas and Wheeling Central’s Isaac
Martin at 215; and Kehler (285).

Several wrestlers picked up individ-

Ski in to your dream getaway
home in the Laurel Highlands!
You'limake *snow* many epicand
unforgettable family memories
at Seven Springs. Hidden Valley
and Laurel Mountain resorts!

ual milestones as Thomas recorded his
100th career pin; his brother Landen
(285) earned his 10:0th win, as did Qak
Glen’s Michael Heath. Davis notched
his 100th pin.

Cameron and Southern Local are
tied for the Class 1A/2A with 35
points each. Oak Glen (64) leads the
Class 4A field with 64 points, a dozen
better than Beaver Local. Indian Creek
is a distant third but still within striking
distance.

The championship semifinals be-
gins Saturday’s action at 11 a.m., with
matches for first-, third-, fifth- and sev-
enth-places beginning at 3:30 p.m.

Explore everything from cozy slopeside
condos to expansive luxury estates
to charming mountain cottages and
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LocaL Carp | |OVAC WResTLING| | PREP BASKETBALL
Friday, Jan. 19 Team Scoring OH GIRL
BASKETBALL (BOYS) Overall {Top 10} PREP BASKETBALL

Brooke at Steubenville, 5:30

B.m.

fndian Creek at Beaver Local.

5:30 p.m.

Cameron at Magnolia

Bellaire at Cambridge

St. Clairsville at Harrison Cen-

tral

Martins Ferry at Union Local

Bridgeport at Bealisville

Barnesvitle at Caldwell

Hundred at Valley.

BASKETBALL (GIRLS)

Hundred at Valley, 5:30 p.m.
WRESTLING

OVAC Tournament at Wes-

Banco Arena. 11 a.m.
SWIMMING

OVAC Meet at Brooke, 2 p.m.

Classes 1A-4A

CorLege CARD

Saturday, Jan. 20
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Glenville State at West Liber-

ty, 4 p.m.
Concord at Wheeling, 4 p.m.
Kansas at West Virginia. 4

p.m.
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Glenville State at West Liber-

ty, 2 p.m.

Concord at Wheeling, 2 p.m.
WRESTLING

Wheeling at Glenville State, 7

p.m.
Wheeling vs. Garrett College
at Glenwille, 8:30 p.m.

Sports on TV

Friday, Jan. 19
AUTO RACING
8p.m.
PEACOCK — NASCAR Hall of
Fame Induction Ceremony
CANADIAN HOCKEY LEAGUE
7 p.m.

NHLN — Saginaw at Ottawa
COLLEGE BASKETBALL
(MEN'S}

5 p.m.
CBSSN — Fairleigh Dickinson
at Stenehill
6:30 p.m.
FS1 — Georgetown at Xavier
7 p.m.
CBSSN — Toledo at Cent.
Michigan
ESPN2 — Saint Louis at VCU
ESPNU — Akron at Kent St.
8:30 p.m.
FS1 — Indiana at Wisconsin
10:30 p.m.
FS1 — UNLV at Colorado St.
COLLEGE BASKETBALL
{(WOMEN'S)

8 p.m.
PAC-12N — UCLA at Colorado
10 p.m.
PAC-12N — Oregon at Stan
ford
COLLEGE GYMNASTICS

(WOMEN'S)
6 p.m.
SECN — Florida at Auburn
7:30 p.m.
SECN — Arkansas at Alabama

9 p.m.
SECN — Kentucky at LSU
COLLEGE HOCKEY (MEN'S)

9p.m.
CBSSN — Miami (Ohio) at
Colorado College
COLLEGE WRESTLING

6 p.m.
BTN — Penn St. at Michigan
gp.m.
BTN — Purdue at lowa
FIELD HOCKEY {(WOMEN'S)
9am.
CBSSN — Olympic Qualifier:
U.S. vs. Germany, Gold-Med-
al Match, Ranchi, india
GOLF

1p.m.
GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Hil-
ton Grand Vacations Tour-
nament Of Champions, Sec-
ond Round, Lake Nona Golf
Course, Orlando, Fla.

2p.m.
ESPN2 — Latin America Am
ateur Championship: Second
Round, Santa Mar a Golf
Club, Panama City

4p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour: The Amer-
ican Express, Second Round,
Pete Dye Stadium Course, La
Quinta, Calif.

7 p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour Cham-
pions: The WMitsubishi Elec-
tric  Championship, Sec
ond Round, Hualalai GC,
Katlua-Kona, Hawaii
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
9 p.m.
NFLN The Polynesian
Bowl: Team Mauka vs. Team
Makai, Henolulu
NBA BASKETBALL
7:40 p.m.
ESPN — Denver at Boston
10:30 p.m,
ESPN — Brooklyn at LA Lak-
ers

SOCCER (MEN'S)
10 p.m,

1. Barnesville 89; 2. Univer-
sity 82.5; 3. Steubenville 71;
4, Parkersburg South 69.6; 5.
Oak Glen 64; 6. Wheeling Park
56.5; 7. Beaver Local 52; 8.
Linsly 47; 9, Wheeling Central
48; 10. John Marshall 45
Class 5A

1.University 82.5; 2. Steuben-
ville 71; 3. Parkersburg South
68.5; 4. Wheeling Park 56.5; 5.
John Marshall 45; 6. Brooke
39; 7.-Warren 26; 8. Morgan-

town 16

Class 4A
1. Oak Glen 64; 2. Beaver Lo-
cal 62; 3. Indian Creek 43; 4.
Weir 42; 5. East Liverpool
36.5; 6. Harrison Central 32;
7. Cambridge 31; 8. Buckeye
Local 30; 9. Edison 27; 10. St.
Clairsville 11

Class 2A
1. Barnesville 89; 2. Linsly
47; 3. Wheeling Central 46;
4. Union Local 30; 5. Martins
Ferry 28; 6. Bellaire 21; 7.
Shenandoah 11.5; 8. Magnolia
10; 9. Fort Frye 6

Class 1A/2A

1. (tie) Cameron, Southern Lo-
cal 35; 3. Caldwell 19; 4. (tig)
River, Toronto 10; 6. Steu-
benville Catholic 9; 7. Bridge-
port 85; 8. (tic} Beallsville,
Shadyside 4; 10. (tie) Frontier,
Madonna 3; 12. Wellsville
2; 13. {tie} Monroe Central,
Paden City 0; 15. Conotton
Valley -2

Prep BoxscORES

GIRLS
Buckeye Local 60,

Steubenville Catholic 48
BUCKEYE LOCAL (60} -
McKeever 10 5-8 27; Ankrom 2
0-0 4; Dailey 1 0-0 2; Kandrach
35-812; Roset 10-0 3; Hornyak
1 0-0 2; Stock 5 0-0 10; Totais:
23 10-16 60. STEUBENVILLE
CATHOLIC (48} - Rohde 5 2-2
12; Cherepko 1 1-2 3; Marages
50-015; O'Karma 30-2 7; Arai
5 1-2 11; Marcino ¢ 0-¢ 0; Del-
aney 0 0-0 0; Totals: 19 5-8 48,
Three-point Goals: Buckeye
Local 5 {McKeever 2, Kand-
rach, Rosset). Steubenville
Catholic 8 (Marages 5, O'Kar-
ma).

River 60, Shadyside 20
RIVER (60) - Huffman 1 0-0 3;
Hobbs 1 1-2 3; Harlan 6 1-1
15; Reed 0 2-2 2; Isaly 9 2-2
26; Hagan 2 0-0 4; Fox 3 0-1
7; Jones 0 0-0; Prim D 0-0 O;
Kilburn 0 0-0 0. Totals 22 6-8
60. SHADYSIDE (20) - Fulton 1
0-0 2; Tsoras 1 0-0 3; Hender-
shot 3 0-0 9; Faulkner 2 2-4 7.
Zdunczyk 0 0-0 0. Totals 7, 2-4
20

Three-point goals: River 9
{lsaly 6, Harlan 2,, Fox 1).
Shadyside 4 (Hendershot 3,
Faulkner 1}).

Monroe Central 55,
Shenandoah 36
MONROE CENTRAL ({55) -
Emery 8 0-0 20; Henthorn 2
0-2 4; English 2 2-2 12; Miller
1 0-0 2; McFederick 2 0-0 4;
McGarry 2 0-0 4; Bettinger 3
3-4 9; Smitley 0 0-0 0; Totals
22 5-8 55. SHENANDOAH (36}
- Moore 5 6-8 17; Brown 0 0-0
0; House 1 0-0 2; Noll 2 0-0 4;
Snyder 1 0-0 2; McVicker 10-0
2; May 4 3-3 11; Irvin 0 0-0 0;

Totals 13 9-11 36.
Wheeling Central 64, Weir 46
WHEELING CENTRAL (64) —
Severns 4 0-0 8; Fitzsimmons
11 1-1 25; Ratcliffe 1 0-0 3;
Hanscn 0 0-0 0; Schmitt 0 0-0
0; Miehle 1 0-0 3; Robrecht 1
0-0 2; Ondrejko 0 0-0 O; Blake
11 1-1 23; Totals 29 2-2 64.
WEIR (46) ~ Baker 4 0-1 9;
Kaufman 2 0-0 5; Turner 4 1-2
9; Lash 3 1-1 7; Faulks 0 0-0 0;
Hoover 6 3-3 16; Weber 0 0-0
0; Ut 0 0-0 0; Spencer 0 0-0
0; Baltimore 0 0-0 0; Totals 19
5-7 46.
Three-point goals: Wheeling
Central 4 {Fitzsimmons 2, Rat-
cliffe, Miehlel. Weir 3 (Baker,
Kaufman, Hoover).

BOYS

Wheeling Park 70,

John Marshall 38
WHEELING PARK - Linder 1
0-0 2; A. Davis 6 0-0 17; Spur-
lin 0 0-0 0; M. Davis 6 0-0 13; J.
Hays 10-0 3: Johnson 6 1-3 13;
Strothers 10-0 3; A. Hays 0 0-0
0; K. Davis 0 0-0 0; Williams 3
0-0 8; Lewis 5 0-0 11; Totals 29
1-3 70, JOHN MARSHALL (38)
- Gaiser 2 0-0 4; Fitzpatrick 1
1-2 4; Martin 0 0-0 0; Young 0
0-0 0; Astipilitis 0 0-0 0; Knapp
4 1-39; Bungad 0 0-0 0; Heims
12-2 4; Ward 0 0-0 0; Williams
6 1-2 13; Schenerlein 2 0-0 4;
Totals 16 5-9 38.

Three-point goals: Wheeling
Park 11 (A. Davis 5, Williams
2, M. Davis, J. Hays, Strothers,

| awicl inhn Marehall 1 i

Akr. Ellet 55, Akr. Buchtel 42
Akr. Firestone 52, Akr. Gar-
fieid 43

Albany Alexander 51, Crooks-
ville 36

Andover Pymatuning Valley
50, Vienna Mathews 17
Arcanum 59, Bradford 19
Arlington 43, Pandora-Gilboa
37

Batavia 75, Wilmington 67,
207

Batavia Clermont NE 55, Lees
Creek E. Clinton 34
Belmont Union
Barnesville 31
Bethel-Tate 61, Georgetown
52, 0T

Beverly Ft. Frye 51, Vincent
Warren 32

Bidwell River Valley 47, Ath-
ens 43

8ishop Watterson 51, Bishop
Hartley 16

Brookfield 36, Youngs. Liberty
32

Bryan 58, Deita 19

Camden Preble Shawnee 37,
W. Alexandria Twin Valley S.
27

Casstown Miami E. 47, Sidney
Lehman 11

Chagrin Falls 58, Orange 49
Chardon NDCL 47, Parma Hts.
Hely Name 25

Chesapeake 45, South Point
38

Cin. Seven Hills 566, Hamilton
New Miami 17

Cin. West Ciermont 55, Leba-
non 53, OT

Cin. Winton Woods 62, Mil-
ford 47

Coldwater 52, Ft. Recovery 38
Columbiana Crestview 64,
Campbell Memaorial 13
Cory-Rawson 65, Waynes-
field-Goshen 46

Creston Norwayne 66, Ritt-
man 26

Crown City 5. Gallia 74, Wil-
low Wood Symmes Valiey 48
Day. Christian 57, Spring. Em-
manuel Christian 13

Day. Northridge 32, DeGraff
Riverside 27

Defiance Ayersville 50, Hicks-
ville 20

Defiance Tinora 37, Haviland
Wayne Trace 26

Delphos Jefferson 52, Ada 20
Dovylestown Chippewa 59,
West Salem Northwestern 47
E. Can. 38, Kidron Cent. Chris-
tian 23

Elida, N.M. 32, Celina 26
Elmore Woodmore 46, New
Riegel 35

Elyria First Baptist Christian
47, Cle. St. Martin De Porres
40

Findlay Liberty-Benton
McComb 18

Franklin 61, Clarksville Clin-
ton-Massie 44

Franklin Middletown Christian
46, Cin. Gamble Montessori
33

Fremont Ross 62, Napoleon

Local &7,

51,

Ft. Jennings 45, Continental
23

Genoa Christian 57, Granville
Christian 29

Germantown Valley View 69,
Eaton 35
Gibsonburg 53,
Hopewell-Loudon 27
Greenwich S. Cent. 55, Ash
land Crestview 23

Grove City 63, Galloway West-
land 16

Hamler Patrick Henry 56,
Metamora Evergreen 41
Hannibai River 60, Shadyside
20

Hanoverton United 70, Leeto-
nia 15

Harrod Allen E. 45, Convoy
Crestview 40

Holgate 46, Pioneer N, Central
24

Holland Springfield 56, Qre-
gon Clay 45

Hubbard 83, Niles McKinley
21

Kansas Lakota 41, Lakeside
Danbury 36

Kenton 71, Defiance 41
Kinsman Badger 61, Cortland
Maplewood 43

Lakewood 57, Cle. Hay 40
Leavittsburg LaBrae 44, New-
ton Falls 31

Leipsic 51, Bluffton 39
Lexington 46, Mt. Vernon 29
Liberty Center 47, Archbold 32
Lima Perry 56, N. Baltimore 35
Lima Shawnee 50, Wapako-
neta 27

Mansfield 35, Mansfield Mad-
ison 22

Marietta 61, Point Pleasant,
W.Va, 10

Mayfieid 60, Chagrin Falls
Kenston 37

McArthur Vinton County 53,
Nelsonville-York 43

McGuffey Upper Sciote Valley
40, Mt, Victory Ridgemont 28
Medina Christian Academy

Bascom
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By KIM NORTH
Stailf Writer

WHEELING Some
teams like to have their coach
chew on their ear a little.

The Martins Ferry girls
basketball team falls into that

category.
The OVAC Class 3A-lead-
ing  Purple Riders (11-

4) didn’t play up to their
standards in the first half
against homestanding Linsly
Wednesday night and veleran
head coach Dave Reasbeck
fet them know about it at half-
time.

The message came across
loud and clear as Martins
Ferry broke open a six-point
game. 38-32. with five min-
utes left in the third quarter
with a 15-0 run that sealed a
60-39 victory

“This team likes w0 get
chewed on.” Reasbeck ac-
knowledged. “Previous teams
I would chew on them and the
kids would cry and quit and 1
would have to sit in meetings.
but this team responds to ev-
ery chewing | give them.

“We didn’t shoot veryv well.
We average almost nine made
threes a game and we only
had two tonight. and we still
won by 20-plus.” he added.
“That says something about
this team.”

Leading 15-13 after one
quarter, the Purple Rid-
ers gave themselves a litie
breathing room before the half
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MARTINS FERRY'S Danielle Lude (2) and Maddie Lucas (12) defend against Linsly’s
Haylen Cook during Wednesday. night's game inside the Stifel Field House on the Linsly
campus. The OVAC Class 3A-leading Purple Riders pulled away in the third quarter for a

60-39 victory.

as Lindsey Best netted eight
of her game-best 25 points.
However, holding a 38-32
margin with a little more than
five minutes remaining in the
third panel. the visitors tal-
lied the final 15 points of the
quarter to lead 53-32 entering
the fourth period.

“] challenged the girls 1o
rebound the basketball. espe-
Clally on the defensive end. I
especially challenged Maddie
Lucas. a freshman, and what
does she do? She goes out and
grabs four rebounds in the
third quarter.

“This team just responds
whenever [ challenge them,”
Reasbeck added. “They are
making it (coaching) really
fun for me.

While Martins Ferry was
putting up 20 points in the
third panel. the Cadets could
put the ball in the hoop as
they went 3-for-14 from the
fieid. including zero of seven
from beyond the bonus arc.

“As well as we shot Mon-

day (in a win against Trin-
ity, Pa.) we couldnt do it
tonight,” Linsly head coach
Rebecca Upton said. I
give credit to Martins Fer-
ry. though. They brought a
level of physicality that we
couldn’t matchup with.

“We’'re young and we are
learning,” she noted. “Haylen
Cook is one of the toughest
players and anyone that walks
o this gym knows that, but
hat’s off to Martins Ferry.”

Reasbeck likes where his
team sits right now with the
OVAC cut-off date set for
Monday.

“We want to be at home (in
the semifinats) and we want
to be playing for a champion-
ship on that Saturday (Janu-
ary 27) at Harrison Central.”

In addition to her game-
high point total, Best also
putled down eight rebounds
and charted four steals. Se-
nior Danielle Lude recorded
13 points and grabbed six
rebounds, while Giana Chir-
pas had eight points. Lindse

Sidon and Laken Call each
had six points. with Call's
coming in a reserve role.

“She has been huge for us
the last three games.” Reas-
beck said of Call. “She’s re-
ally come through.”

Linsly was led by Haylen
Cook with a double-dou-
ble of 18 points and 10 re-
bounds. Jade Purpura added
12 points.

Martins Ferry shot 50 per-
cent (25-50) from the floor
but was just 10-for-23 from
the free throw stripe. The
Purple Riders only tuned the
ball over five times.

Linsly, meanwhile. was an
ice-cold 34.1 percent (15-
44) from the floor and had 15
turnovers. The Cadets held
a slim, 29-26, edge off the
glass.

Martins Ferry plays Bea-
ver Local for fifth-place in
the Buckeye 8 Challenge on
Saturday at Harrison Central
High School. The Cadets
travel to Waterford for a I
p-m. game on Saturday.

Indian Creek boys falls to St. Clairsville Red Devils

WINTERSVILLE — Cole Thobumn
scored a game-high 24 points as St.
Clairsville (8-4) posted a convincing.
77-39. boys  basketball victory over
host Indian Creck Wednesday night on
Coach D Court,

Brady Schafer added 16 potnts for
the Red Devils who slowly but surely
pulled away from the Redskins (4-8).
Tyson Pastor chipped in 15,

Indian Creek had two players in dou-
ble digits. led by Mason Lester with 14.
Bryson Kamarec added 13.

St.  Clairsville outscored Indian
Creek 39-33 in the second half to re-
cord a scason sweep. The Red Devils
have won four straight.

St. Clairsville heads to Cadiz on Fri-
day to tangle with Harrison Central.
The Huskies won handily earlier this

season on John Jenkins Court in 5t. C.
Bridgeport 54, Frontier 50
BEAVERTON — Jaleel Vincent led

three Bulldogs in double figures with

14 points as they secured a big road

win over the Cougars. A} Gear added

13 and Jaki Threet a dozen.

Frontier's Avery Powell led all scor-

ers with 18.

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Valley 60, Beallsville 57

PINE GROVE — The Lumberjills
received a game-high 22 points from

Laken Dawson in their win over the

visiting Blue Devils. Winter Higgins

added 17 and Harli Rush 10.
Beallsville was paced by Kinley

Hughes and Bree Hudson with 16 each.

Karly Showalter added 13. Hudson had

five triples.

SWIMMING

UL Boys, Steubenville Girls Sweep

STEUBENVILLE — The Jets went
3-0 in the boys portion of a quadran-
gular meet at the Big Red Natatorium.
They defeated Oak Glen., Barnesville
and the host Big Red.

Carson Phillips won the 100 Back-
stroke and anchored the 400 Freestyle
Relay to a win. Diege King won the
200 Freestyle and swam a leg on the
winning relay team, as did Dominic
Surtton and Gage Phillips.

Girls

Big Red topped Oak Glen, Barnes-
ville and Union Local as Tucker Kinsey
claimed the 100 Freestyle, 200 IM and
swam legs on the winning 200 IM and
200 Freestyle relay teams.

Browns coach Stefanski shakes up offensive staff,
coordinator Alex Van Pelt, 2 other assistants gone

CLEVELAND (AP} -

contract expirved.

Ventrone, who dramatically

quarterback 1 thought has been

For the second straight vear.
Browns coach Kevin Stefans-
ki has made a major offseason
change to his stafi.

Offensive coordinator Alex
Van Pelt has parted ways with
the team. leaving just days af-
ter Cleveland was blown out 1n
the wild-card round by Hous
ton and tollowing a season in
which the Browns were rav-
aged by injuries.

A team spokesman con
firmed Wednesday that Van
Pelt is no longer with the
Browns.  Also,  Stefanski
fired running backs coach
Stump Mitchell and tight
ends coach T.C. McCartney
was not retained afier his

The shakeup might not be
over as the Browns continue to
hold staff evaluations.

They ve quickly moved on
from Mitchell and are inter-
viewing Duce Staley to be his
replacement. The 48-year-old
Staley was most recently an as-
sistant head coach and running
backs coach with Carolina be-
fore being fired.

Following a 7-10 season in
2022, Stefanski fired defen-
sive coordinator Joe Woods
and special tearns coordinator
Mike Pricter. Those moves led
to the hiring of Jim Schwartz,
who tumed Cleveland’s de-
fense into one of the NFL's
best this season. and Bubba

|

improved special teams.

Van Pelt’s departure is a
surprise. It was immediately
known if he was fired or re-
signed.

He and Stefanski appeared
to have a strong relationship,
and just last week Van Pelt
praised his boss for the job
he did during a challenging
$eason.

“He’s awesome.” Van Pelt
said of Stefanski, who has led
the Browns to the playoffs
twice in four seasons. “I’ve en-
joyed every second with him.
He's coached a lot of football,
different schernes. His ability
to change on a dime based on
who this player, his starter is at

]

really remarkable.

“But the message. the cul-
ture he's built here over the last
four years, I'm really proud tc
be on his staff.”

However, while Van Pelt
helped in puiting game plans
together, Stefanski handled all
play-calling duties on game
day. Van Pelt may have want-
ed an increased role and wasn’t
going to get it with the Browns.

It's also possible Stefanski
is looking for someone to help
him better suit Cleveland’s of-
fense to quarterback Deshaun
Watson, who made just six
starts before suffering a sea-
son-ending shoulder injury and
undergoing surgery.
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the Ohio Valley Sports Re-
port. You can find it at https://
www.timesieaderonline.com/.

Annual OVAC
Ron Mauck
Wrestling
Championship
kicks off

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING - The 70th annual
OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Cham-
pionships promises to be as exciting as
ever with nine defending champions and
a bevy of talented teams battling for the
overall title.

Action gets under way tonight at 6 with
the must-see Olympic-style opening cere-
mony as the 42 teams represented by 423
participants parade on to the main floor
nside WesBanco Arena. Action in the 14
weight classes begins on eight mats at 6:30.

Only first round matches in the champi-
onship bracket will be contested tonight.

Friday’s action starts at noon with
second-round bouts in the champion-
ship bracket and will include first-round
consolation matches. The championship
quarterfinals highlights Friday mght's
6 o'clock session. Semifinals in the
championship bracket begin at 11 am.
Saturday, along with consolation bouts.
Matches for first-, third-, fifth- and sev-
enth-places get under way at 4.

Prior to the finals, the prestigious Mr.
Mat Award will be presented to a very
deserving individual. Also, the 1999
Martins Ferry team. coached by Jeff
Oberdick. will be honored as the 25-year
champions. The 1999 individual cham-
pions will also be honored. They are:
Cole Bowersock (Beaver Local): Mar-
shall Brooks (Cadiz). Jose Smith (Cam-
bridge): Josh Hackney (Wellsville): Stan
Bittinger {Cadiz); Greg Ware (Martins
Ferry): Scott Roth (Martins Ferry): Mitch
Wheeler (Steubenville). Lucas Sedgmer
(Cadiz, deceased); Terry Smith (Buck-
eye Local): Joe Nichols (Brooke): Craig
Bruney (Martins Fetry); Matt Salsberry
(East Liverpool, deceased): and Alex Mc-
Clung (Oak Glen).

Barnesville returns four individual
champions from 2023 when it finished
fourth overall and won its fourth straight
Class 3A title. The four Shamrocks
are also the top seeds in their respec-
tive weight classes. They are two-time
champion Dakota King (138}, Jonathan
Huntsman (113}, Reese Stephen (150)
and Skyler King (157). Dakota King,
who is headed to Ohio State University.
is the reigning David Bierkortte Award
winner, symbolic of the tournament’s
Most Outstanding Wrestler as voted by
tournament coaches. Stephen is a Cleve-
land State recruit and won a Division 111
state title last winter.

Other returning champions are Univer-
sity’s Luca Felix (190) and Brock Kehler
(285). along with Beaver Local’s Bobby
Buccheit (126); Oak Glen's Logan Da-
vis (120) and Wheeling Park’s Jameson
Maynard (175). All are the top seeds
except Maynard who is No. 2 behind
Parkersburg South’s Gage Wright, who
is ranked No. 2 nationally. Felix, Kehler
and Davis are all two-time titlists.

There will be no four-year champions
this year as the 2021 tournament was
canceled due to COVID.

Also receiving top billing in their
weight classes were University’s Pep-
per Martin (106): John Marshall’s Zan-
der Ward (126); Steubenvilte’s Cooper
Smith (144): Parkersburg South’s Bry-
cen Arthur {190) and Harrison Central’s
Lucas Thomas (215).

In addition to Bamesville. Parkersburg
South will look to defend its title. with
stiff competition coming from Beaver
Local. Steubenville and University.

The Hawks led the seeding with all
14 wrestlers receiving a seed. Barnes-
ville and Parkersburg South each had 12,
while Steubenville had 10.
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Phot by Nick Henthorn |
Wheeling Park's Amare Johnson drives to the basket, defended by Morgantown's Sharron |

Young on Wednesday during the Patriots and Mohigan's battle inside the Palace on the Hill.

Patriots Edged Out By Defending

Champion Morgantown Mohigans

14 in the

By NICK HENTHORN

Sports Editor
WHEELING The Mor-
gantown  Mohigans  came

out with the final blow in a
heavyweight fight against the
Wheeling Park Patriots on
Wednesday. emerging with a
62-39 road victory inside the
Palace on the Hill.

“Heck of a high school
game.” Wheeling Park head
coach Michael Jebbra said.

“Weren't many games played
around the state tonight, so I'm
grateful both school systems
allowed us to play.

Aiden Davis scored a game-
high 33 points for Park, mak-
ing five 3-pointers and also
grabbing eight rebounds, while
Morgantown’s Sharron Young
scored 29 points, going 11-
12 at the foul line, along with
seven rebounds, six assists and
four steals.

tance late.

free throws,”

Young scored
fourth quarter and went 6-6 at
the line to keep Park at a dis-

“Sharron Young made his
Jebbia
“There’s good players all over
West Virginia but 1 think you
watched the two best in this
gym tonight, Shagron Young
and Ailden Davis going back
and forth there.”

Please see EDGED, Page 10

said.

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING - Some teams
like o have their coach chew
on their ear a little.

The Martins Ferry girls bas
ketball team falls into that cat-
egory.

The OVAC Class 3A-leading
Purple Riders (11-4) didn’t play
up to their standards in the first
half against homestanding Lins-
| ly Wednesday night and veteran
head coach Dave Reasbeck let
them know about it at halftime.

First Round Of Three-Day Competition Kicks Off At 6 p.m.

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING - The 70th annual
OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Cham-
plonships promises o be as oxciting
as ever with nine defending champions
and a bevy of talented teams battling for
the overall title.

Action gets under way tonight at 6
with the must-see Olympic-style open-
Ing ceremony as the 42 teams repre-
sented by 423 participants parade on to
the main floor inside WesBanco Arena.

Action in the 14 weight classes be-
gins on eight mats at 6:30.

Only first round matches in the cham
pionship bracket will be contested to-
night.

Frniday’s action starts at noon with
second-round bouts in the champion-
ship bracket and will include first-round
consolation matches.

The championship quarterfinals high-
lights Friday night’s 6 o’clock sesston.

Semifinals in the championship
bracket begin at 11 am. Saturday,
along with consolation bouts. Maiches
for first-. third-. fifth- and seventh-plac-

es get under way at 4.
Prior to the finals, the prestigious Mr.
Mat Award will be presented to a very

deserving individual. Also. the 1999~

Martins Ferry team. coached by Jeff

Oberdick. will be honored as the 25- F&

year champions. The 1999 individual
champions will also be honored.

They are: Cole Bowersock {(Bea-
ver Local); Marshall Brooks (Cadiz);
Jose Smith (Cambridge); Josh Hackney
{Wellsville); Stan Bittinger (Cadiz); Greg
Ware (Martins Ferry); Scott Roth (Mar-
tins Ferry); Mitch Wheeler (Steuben-
ville); Lucas Sedgmer (Cadiz, deceased);
Terry Smith (Buckeye Local); Joe Nich-
ols (Brooke); Craig Bruney (Martins Fer-
ry); Matt Saisberry (East Liverpool, de-
ceased); and Alex McClung (Qak Glen).

Barnesville returns four individu-
al champions from 2023 when it fin-
ished fourth overall and won its fourth
straight Class 3A title.

The four Shamrocks are also the top
seeds in their respective weight classes.

They are two-time champion Dakota
King (138), Jonathan Huntsman (113},
Reese Stephen (150) and Skyler King
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Photo by Kim North

Martins Ferry’s Lindsey Best {11} reaches for a rebound dunng Wednes-
day night's game inside the Stifel Field House on the Linsly campus.

The message came  across
toud and clear as Martins Fer-
ry broke open a six-point game,
38-32, with five minutes left
in the third quarter with a 15-0)
run that sealed a 60-349 victory,

“This team likes 1w get
chewed on.” Recasbeck ac-
knowledged. “Previous tcams
I would chew on them and the
kids would cry and quit and |
would have to sit in meetings.
but this team responds 1o every
chewing I give them.

Please see SECOND, Paye [

Photo by Kim North

Steubenville’'s Cooper Smith, top, competes against a Shenandoah wrestler
during the Wheeling Park Duals earlier this season. Smith is the top seed at 144
pounds as the 70th annual OVAC Ron Mauck Championships begin tonight and
run through Saturday’s finals inside WesBanco Arena in downtown Wheeling.

(157). Dakota King, who is headed to
Ohio State University, is the reigning
David Bierkortte Award winner. sym-
bolic of the tournament’'s Most Qut-
standing Wrestler as voted by tourna-
ment coaches. Stephen is a Cleveland
State recruit and won a Division I
state title last winter.

Other returning champions are Uni-
versity’s Luca Felix (190) and Brock

Kehler (285). along with Beaver Local’s
Bobby Buccheit (126): Oak Glen’s Lo-
gan Davis (120) and Wheeling Park’s
Jameson Maynard (175). Al are the top
seeds except Maynard who is No. 2 be-
hind Parkersburg South’s Gage Wright.
who is ranked No. 2 nationally. Felix.
Kehler and Davis are all two-time titlists.

Please see OVAC, Puge 11

Big Reds Get B

Loose vs. Park

Parkersburg Scores 81
Shootout Win Against Patriots j

In |

By KERRY game.

PATRICK “The Big Reds
For The arc a good offensive
Intelligencer tcam - Trinity Balog }
PARKERSBURG 1+ unbelievable and {#°
Allowing large their other kids just §

point totals is not how
Wheeling Park rolls.
On the other hand.
the gzirls  basketball
team from Parkers-
burg  High School
tends o do that to op-
posing defenses.

The fifth-ranked
Big Reds (10-2)

eclipsed 80 points for
the fourth time this
season and  exposed
the third-ranked Pa-
tricts (11-3) for an
81-73 win Wednes-
day night at Memorial
Fieldhouse.

“We didn’t show up
on the defensive end.”
Wheeling Park coach
Ryan Young said,

Entering the PHS
came. the Patriots
were limiting oppo-
nents to 44 points per

made shots.” Young §

continued. “You can't e

take away from what
they did. but we could
have done a iot more

to disrupt it. We give Wheeling Park’s Alexis Bordas, right, defends
up 25 points in the Parkersburg's Trinity Balog during Wednes-
first guarter. We ha- day's high school girls basketbail game at Me-
ven't given up 80 morial Fielhouse in Parkersburg.

points in a game in
years. It's been a long
time.

“Parkersburg
topped  thal, so we
have 1o get back to the
drawing board on the
defensive end.”

Two days of being
locked in at practice
transitioned over to
live action  during
the first quarter for
PHS. The Big Reds
knocked down 5-of-
6 threes and eight of
their first nine shots

=
[

overall while taking
the lead for good at
20-14.

Wheeling Park
played catchup
throughout and fell
behind by as many as
13 points on several
occasions in the third
quarter.

1 thought we had
a great two days
of practice.” PHS
coach Chris Mur-
ray said. “We were
just locked in there
in the first quarter.

5.0
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Photo by Kerry Patrick

And you have to be
against Wheeling

Park. We couldn’t

come out and play
like we did against

Parkersburg  South
in the first quarter
when we got down
18-9 last week. If we
would have done that
tonight. we would
have wrote our own |
funeral for the next|
24 minutes.

Please see LOOSE, I

Page I}

West Liberty Announces Plans For

WEST LIBERTY - West Lib-
erty University and the WLU
Foundation have announced
plans to honor international wres-
tling icon and Ohio Valley native
Bobby Douglas with the addition
of the Bobby Douglas Wrestling
Complex to the Hilltopper cam-

us.
X The fundraising campaign of
ficially gets under way on Friday
with the Bobby Douglas Wres-
tling Complex Kickoff Event at
the R. Emmett Boyle Conference
Center inside the ASRC. Several
guest speakers will be on hand
along with many of West Liber-
ty’s former wrestling All-Amer-
icans and national champions.
Artists’ renderings and graphics
will be on display. providing vi-
sual images of the finished proj-
ect.

The event begins at 5:3( p.m.
with light refreshments and pho-
to sessions before the program
starts at 6:15. There is no admis-
sion charge and the event is open
to all alumni and friends of the
university but reservations are
required.

“West Liberty University is
proud to honor Bobby Doug-
las with the anncuncement of
the Bobby Douglas Wrestling
Complex, a facility that will en-
hance the student-athlete experi-

'Bobby Douglas Wrestling Complex

acp ot o |

BOBBY DOUGLAS

ence for our men’s wrestling pro-
gram and our newly-announced
women's wrestling prozram for
decades to come.” West Liber-
ty interim athletic director Brad
Forshey said.

“In the 60-plus vears simce
Bobby Douglas became West
Liberty’s first national cham-
pion. fis impact on the sport of
wrestling as a trailblazing athlete.
coach and mentor - nationally
and internationally - has been
staggering.

“Coach Douglas has direct-
ly touched thousands of lives
and inspired millions more as a
highly-respected leader and role
model on and off the mat. We are
incredibly excited to embark on
this journey!”



10 — THE INTELLIGENCER -~ Wheeling, W.Va.

SPoRTS

Thursday, January 18, 2024

OVAC

(Continued from Page 9)

There will be no four-year
champions this year as the 2021
tournament was canceled due to
COVID.

Also receiving top billing in
their weight classes were Univer-
sity’s Pepper Martin (106): John
Marshail’s Zander Ward (126);
Steubenville’s Cooper  Smith
(144); Parkersburg South’s Bry-
cen Arthur (190) and Harrison
Central’s Lucas Thomas (213).

In addition to Bamesville, Park-
ersburg South will look to defend
its title, with stuff competition
coming from Beaver Local. Steu-
benville and University.

The Hawks led the seeding
with all 14 wrestlers receiving a
seed. Barnesville and Parkersburg
South each had 12, while Steu-
benville had 10.

Parkersburg South is the defend-
ing overall champ and has won
the event all but three times since
joining the bi-state conference in

2010. Steubenville (2012), Bea-
ver Local (2019) and Wheeling
Park (2022) won those years. The
Wood County Patriots have also
won the ‘Big School’ title every
year except 2022 as Steubenville
and Beaver Local prevailed as
Class 4A overall winners.

The tournament went to the cur-
rent four-division (Class 1A/2ZA,
Class 3A, Class 4A and Class 5A)
alignment in 2012.

Student tickets are only $1.

Mr. Mats Dinner Held

Ten Mr. Mat award recipi-
ents were featured during a din-
ner Tuesday night at Abbey’s
Restaurant on Wheeling Island.
Attending were Dr. Bill Welker
(1991), John Stephenson (1993),
Ed “Buzzy” Evans (2000), Jeff
Oberdick (2004), Dr. Dan Doyle
(2005}, Gene Monteleone (2015),
Jim Crosier (2016), Larry Shaw
(2018), Pete Cuffaro (2021) and
Merle Tournay (2023).

Thoburn Powers Red Devils To Road
Win; Bulldogs Squeeze Past Frontier

WINTERSVILLE - Cole
Thoburn scored a game-high
24 points as St. Clairsville (8-
4) posted a convincing, 77-59,
boys’ basketball victory over
host Indian Creck Wednesday
night on Coach D Court.

Brady Schafer added {6
points for the Red Devils who
slowly but surely pulled away
from the Redskins {4-8). Ty-
son Pastor chipped in 15.

Indian Creek had two
players in double digits, led
by Mason Lester with 14.
Bryson Kamarec added 1 3.

St. Clairsville outscored
Indian Creek 39-33 in the
second half to record a sea-
son sweep. The Red Devils
have won four straight.

St. Clairsville heads to Ca-
diz on Friday to tangle with
Harrison Central. The Huskies

won handily earlier this season
on John Jenkins Courtin St. C.
Bridgeport 54, Frontier 50
BEAVERTON -  Jaleel
Vincent led three Bulldogs in
double figures with 14 points
as they secured a big road win
over the Cougars. AJ Gear add-
ed 13 and Jaki Threet a dozen.
Frontier’s Avery Powell
led ail scorers with 18.
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Valley 60, Beallsville 57
PINE GROVE - The Lum-
berjills received a game-high
22 points from Laken Dawson
in their win over the visiting
Blue Devils. Winter Higgins
added 17 and Harli Rush 10.
Beallsville was paced by
Kinley Hughes and Bree
Hudson with 16 each. Karly
Showalter added 13. Hudson

SWIMMING
UL Boys, Steubenville
Girls Sweep
STEUBENVILLE - The

Jets went 3-0 in the boys por-
tion of a quadrangular meet at
the Big Red Natatorium. They
defeated Oak Glen, Barnes-
ville and the host Big Red.

Carson Phillips won the
100 Backstroke and an-
chored the 400 Freestyle Re
lay to a win. Diego King won
the 200 Freestyle and swam
a leg on the winning reiay
team. as did Dominic Surtton
and Gage Phillips.

Girls

Big Red topped Oak Glen.
Bamesville and Union Local as
Tucker Kinsey claimed the 100
Freestyle, 200 IM and swam
legs on the winning 200 IM
and 200 Freestyle relay teams.

SECOND

{Continued from Page 9)

“We didn’t shoot very
well. We average almost
nine made threes a game
and we only had two to-
nioght, and we still won by
20-plus,” he added. *“That
says something about this
team.”

Leading 15-13 after
one quarter. the Purple
Riders gave themselves
a little breathing room
before the half as Lind-
sey Best netted eight of
her game-best 25 points.
However. holding a 38-
32 margin with a little
more than five minutes
remaining in the third
panel, the visitors taliied
the final 15 points of the
quarter to lead 53-32 en-
tering the fourth period.

“I challenged the girls
to rebound the basket-
ball, especially on the de-
fensive end. | especially
challenged Maddie Lu-
cas, a freshman. and what
does she do? She goes out
and grabs four rebounds
in the third quarter.

“This team just re-
sponds whenever 1 chal-
lenge them.” Reasbeck
added. “They are making
it (coaching) really fun
for me.

While Martins Ferry
was putting up 20 points
in the third panel. the
Cadets could put the ball
in the hoop as they went
3-for-14 from the field.
including zero of seven
from beyond the bonus
arc.

“As well as we shot
Monday (in a win against
Trinity. Pa.) we couldn't
do it tomght.” Linsly
head coach Rebecca Up-
ton said. “| give credit to
Martins Ferry. though.
They brought a level
of physicahtg: that we
couldn’t matchup with.

“We're young and we
are learning.” she noted.

“Haylen Cook is one of
the toughest players and
anyone that walks into
this gym knows that, but
hat’s off to Martins Fer-
ry.”

Reasbeck likes where
his team sits right now
with the OVAC cut-off
date set for Monday.

“We want to be at home
(in the semifinals) and we
want to be playing for
a championship on that
Saturday (January 27) at
Harrison Central.”

In addition to her game-
high point total, Best also
gulled down eight re-

ounds and charted four
steals. Senior Danielle
Lude recorded 13 points
and grabbed six rebounds.
while Giana Chirpas had
eight points. Lindse Sidon
and Laken Call each had
six points, with Call's
coming in a reserve role.

“She has been huge for
us the last three games,”
Reasbeck said of Cali

“She's  really come
through.”
Linsly was led by

Haylen Cook with a dou-
ble-double of 18 points
and 10 rebounds. Jade
Purpura added 12 points.

artins Ferry shot 50
percent (25-50) from the
floor but was just 10-for-
23 from the free throw
stripe. The Purple Riders
only turned the ball over
five times.

Linsly, meanwhile, was
an ice-cold 34.1 percent
(15-44) from the floor
and had 15 tumovers.
The Cadets held a slim,
29-26, edge off the glass.

Martins Fer? lays
Beaver Local for fifin-
place in the Buckeye 8
Challenge on Saturda
at Harrison Central Hig
School. The Cadets travel
to Waterford fora 1 p.m.
game on Saturday.
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Thursday, January 25th
5 1306 Market Street | 6 PM

Uniglobe Cruise Night

our 2024 Group Cruises
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Though there were 11 lead
changes through the night, Mor-
gantown managed to hold the ad-
vantage at the end of each quarter,
13-10 after the first, 27-26 at half-
time, and 40-37 after three.

Despite the victory, Mohigans
head coach David Tallman evoked
the language you'd expect from the
losing side after the game.

“Wheeling Park just wanted it
more than us tonight” Tallman
said. “They were way tougher than
us. Their guys played way harder
than us, they were hungrier than us.
and [ give their kids credit.”

Morgantown made 2 game-de-
fining scoring run to start the fourth
quarter, though their pull-away
burst was perhaps sparked by a
wing 3-pointer from Jacob King-
assisted by Young- in the closing
seconds of the third quarter.

The shot put Morgantown back
ahead after Park had knotted up the
score, 37-37, the possession prior.

“Two-time  defending  state
champ. you've got to be abie to
knock them out,” Jebbia said.
“And I thought King’s 3 at the end
of the third quarter was huge. then
they got a bucket or two to start the
fourth.

“It was right there, tied, up one.
down one, then they got a little
bit of separation up to six or eight
points. To our guys' credit. we
fought and got it back to two. Just
ran out of steam there.”

An 8-2 run to start the fourth put
Morgantown ahead 48-39, and the
rest of the game went the way of
Park nearly breaking through to
even things, only for the Mohigans
to stuff them back down, largely
coming from Young scoring inside
or at the free-throw line.

“We played harder,” Tallman
said of his team’s fourth. “But we
were still losing guys, we were just
kind of running around, doing what
we want to do. We're not playing
the way that we work everyday in
practice as far as team defense. team
offense. Last few games we ve had
20-plus assists, tonight 1 would be

had five triples.

surprised if we had more than five.
Very individual tonight and if we
keep doing that we’re going to get
beat multiple times.”

Aiden Davis made a deep
3-pointer to bring Park within six,
30-44 with 3:00 to play.

Later. Park’s point guard forced
a live-ball turnover, triggering a
double-team at the top of the key
and forcing an errant pass which
Mykel Davis picked off and drib-
bled down the court. finishing with
a thunderous slam dunk which
brough Park within two, 54-52
with 1:20 to play.

With the Palace rocking after
the jam. Morgantown did not call
a timeout, instead quickly inbound-
ing and moving the ball down the
court, fast-breaking after a make
and getting an easy basket under
the hoop from Brody Savage.

An acrobatic and-one from Aid-
en Davis moved the pendulum
back to Park’s side a few posses
sions later. the ensuing free-throw
making it a three-point game. 58-
55. but another pair of Young free
throws and a basket from Izzy Ev-
erett kept Park from ever being in
a position to tie the game or take
a lead.

Morgantown’s  defense  had
Park working for every basket.
Beside's Aiden Davis® 33. Mykel
DAvis scored 17, and the next
highest scorer for the Patriots was
Josh Huffman with five, both of
his baskets coming in the fourth
quarter.

“Their ball pressure on defense,
getting after you, making ev-
ery pass tough. that's the biggest
thing- and it’s no secret, so we
tried to spread them out and keep
the number of possessions a little
bit lower,” Jebbia said. “If Mor-
gantown scores their average of 80
points, we're going to be beaten
80-60 or 80-65.

"We had to try and keep it in that
realm. we just haven’t been able to
get over the hump these last few
vears. | thought Aiden and Mykel
carried us there with their offense.”

Jebbia said. “It’s just not easy to
score on them.”

There were a couple of close-
calls late - in one Mohigans posses-
sion with under a minute to go. the
home Park crowd wanted a held-
ball where there was a foul call in
the backfield against the Patriots.
Later, on what would end up as the
last possession of the game. Mor-
gantown elected to take a foul once
Aiden Davis crossed half court.
The junior flung up a 3-pointer at
the whistle. one which miraculous-
ly went in. but the foul was called
on the floor.

A Mykel Davis putback at the
buzzer brought the score to it’s fi-
nal resting place.

“We've got to get a lot better,”
Tallman said. “I'm just being hon-
est, these guys have big goals, they
say they do, but if thev do then
they’ve got to buy in and do what
we're trying to teach them every
day and get better. Honestly. credit
to Wheeling Park. Aiden Davis is a
heck of a player. he put on a heck
of a show tonight. and we didn’t
execute anything.”

Following Young's 29, King fin-
ished with eight points. and each of
Savage, Marty Johnson and Way
lon Colistra had six. Seven Mohi-
gans scored on the night.

“Our kids™ effort was great. it
just was not guite enough.” Jebbia
said. “The margin of error against
Morgantown in very minimal and
they made some key plays.”

GAME NOTES

Before the game. Aiden Davis
was recognized for scoring over
1,000 points with a painted ball
at halfcourt. Davis had topped the
milestone on Dec. ! 3, but Park had
not been able to hold the quick cer-
emony until tonight.

Davis is the 18th 1.000-point
scorer in school history. and the ju
nior is the quickest to reach quadru-
ple digits, needing just 54 games.

“Heck. he’s over 1.200 now.”
Jebbia said after the game. “He's
going to demolish my scoring re-
cord.”

LoosE
(Continued from Page 9)

“This win ranks up there with
our Huntington win my first year
here. It’s a great win because
Wheeling Park is a great team, but
it’s just one in the win column. We
have to go to the next one. We will
celebrate this one tonight. We are
really happy about it, but we have
to get ready for the next one.”

PHS sentor Trinity Balog, who
secured the win by hitting 6-of-7
free throws in the final 3 4 min-
utes of regulation, led all scorers

was in a state championship last
year and on our court,” Murray
said. “Pressure happens. Qur kids
were getting sped up.

“We had to break that pressure
and get in the half-court because
we were flowing in the half-court.
Park did a great job of speeding us
up. They are a Bordas three from
being n it at all times.™

Out of a timeout. PHS point
guard Lauren Flanagan broke loose
on the press breaker for an open

“This is a statement win, 100
percent,” Balog said. “We had the
best two practices of our lives this
past Monday and Tuesday and re-
ally wanted this. It meant some-
thing to us.”

Three Wheeling Park players
scored in double figures. including
Lala Woods with 15 points and
Seneca Heller with 12 points.

Wheeling Park actually made a
statement at the outset while build-
ing a 9-7 lead. PHS had an answer
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Could this be Barnesville’s year?

Barnesville 2
Beallsville 3
Bellaire 4
Bridgeport 5
Buckeye Local 6
Harrison Central 7
John Marshall 8

Martins Ferry 9
Monroe Central 11
River 12
Shadyside 13
St. Clairsville 14
Union Local 15

Pictured are Bames-
ville's four returning
champions.  Clockwise,
from top left. are Johna-
than Huntsman, Dakota
King. Skyler King and
Reese Stephen. All four
were awarded top seeds
in the 70th annual OVAC
Ron Mauck Tournament
that begins on Thursday
inside WesBanco Arena
in downtown Wheeling.
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By KIM NORTH
BARNESVILLE - Could this
the year of the Shamrocks?
Barnesville will enter the 70th
annual OVAC Ron Mauck Wres-
tling Championships as the No. 1
team in Ohio’s Division Iil. How-
ever, will that be enough to over-
take a deep bi-state field when the
three-day spectacle begins Thurs-
day night inside WesBanco Arena
in downtown Wheeling.

Veteran head coach Jayson
Stephen has four returning cham-
pions and a third-place finisher
among his talented senior-ladened
squad.

Leading the pack is senior two-
time OVAC titlist and Ohio State
University recruit Dakota King
(138). He is currently 160-17
and won at 132 last year. He is
a three-time All-Ohioan (2023,
3rd-132) , (2022, 3rd-120.
2021, 6th-113). He is 20-2 this

be

season and ranked No. 1 in Ohio.
He is also seeking a second con-
secutive David Bierkortte Award
as the tournament’s MOW.
“Dakota is a man on a mission
and ! think we all know what that
mission is,” Coach Stephen said.
“That’s a Division 111 state title.”
Claiming OVAC titles last win-
ter were classmates Johnathan
Huntsman (113), Reese Stephen
(150) and Skyler King (157). Ju-
nior Ayden King (165) took third.
Huntsman, who just returned to
the mat from an injury and won
the Shadyside Last Man Standing
Tournament, is §3-25 for his ca-
reer and placed seventh in Ohio
Division III last season. He won at
106 last year while defeating the
top two seeds along the way.
“Johnny is just coming back
from an injury, so we’ll see how
he responds,” Coach Stephen said.
Stephen. who recently commit-

Talented Shamrocks return four tournament champions

ted to Cleveland State. won an
Ohio state title last winter at 150
and placed fifth as a treshman at
106. He is currently 144-9 in his
career and ranked No. 1 in Ohio.

Skyler King is closing in on 150
career victories. He is a two-time
all-Ohoian, placing fifth at 138
fast year and sixth at the same
weight as a sophomore. He stands
at 149-28 (19-3 this season) and
is ranked No. 2 in Ohio.

“That group has had outstand-
ing careers,” Coach Stephen said.
“They have be3en working to-
wards this year for a long time
now. They are focused and deter-
mined.”

Two other key pieces - Senior
Karson Milhoan (144) and Ayden
King (165) are both ranked No. 4
in Ohio.

Milhoan, a state qualifier at 165
last year, hias fit into the middle of

the order. He was etghth last year
See BARNESVILLE’'S, Page 3
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Beallsville has 5 mdwlduals entered

“We are voung and rebuilding. but we have defi-
nitely won o few matches and been competing.”

Sophomore Matthew Greathouse cets the Blue
Devils going at 106 with a pair of tfreshmen follow-
ing him at 120 with Dakota Ware and 144 with Car-
ter Tatsch. Junior Anthony Dunn. in his first season.
comes in at 175, Senior Connor Hagan was slated to
be competing at heavyweight but is currently side-

The top 12 seeded wres-
tlers in cach weight class
for Thursday’s 70th annual
OVAC Ron Mauck Wresthing
Championships  are Wes-
Banco Arcna in downtown
Wheeling arc as follows:

106-1. Pepper Martin
(Univ): 2. Justice  Fish-
er (BvL); 3. Kyle Ingram
(EL); 4. Joseph Rea (Brk)
5. Nathan Pasco (OGh
Easton  Stephen (Barn):
7. Brody Smith (Cam). 8
Cole Rogers (ULY: 9. Aus-
nn Harshbarger (SL): 10.
Taven Mayo (Lin): 1 1. Car
son Bishop (StC): 12. Jesse
Pemberton (Cald); alt An-
drew Alberts (HCy

113 1 Jonathan Hunts-
man (Barn): 2. Kaden
Nieman (Univ); 3 Aiden
Anderson (OG): 4. Tris-
ten Eckles (EL): 5. Gavin
Bolock (UL): 6. Wyatt
Hostutler (Weiry, 7. Cole
Smith (PS): 8. Cole Harvey
(Steub): 9. Brock Pendleton
(IC)y: 10. Robert Weekley
(Bpt): [1l. Silas Simpson
(MF). 12. William Jenkins

{WL); alt-Hayden Bonar

(IM)

120-Logan Dawvis

(OG): 2. Tristen Rossit-

er (Shen); 3. Mackiah

Claudio (PS). 4. Brodic

e Barnesville’s

Continued from Page 2

Emery {Universityh: 3. )
Mahoncy (MF). 6. Bra}.-
ton Birch (WC). 7. Chris
Warrick (BvL.. 8. Kasvn
Berkey (Steub). 9. Avdan
Andrews (Barn): 10, Grant
Vasey (Bell): 1{. Bayton
Rose (Camb): 2. Logan
Pittman (ED}: alt-Prerston
Chandler {Cald}

126-1. Zander Ward
(M. 2. Colton Gilles-
pic {Univ):; 3. Noah Keen
{Cambj: 4. Landon Burdine
{Brk): 5. Colt Carpenter
{Barn)., 6. Carter Duncil
(WP): 7. Wyau Wolanskl
(0OG): 8. Dorian Haddact
(Sicub): 9. Ethanicl Harlan
(Mag): 10. Reme Fairbanks
(WL): 1!. Aaydin King
(PS). 12. Kavden Danver

(EL). alt-Davyn Kunkie
(Shen}

132-1. Robert Buccheit
(BvL): 2. Carter Paulcy
(Univ): 3. Hayden Lamb
(0OG). 4. Carter Adkins
(I6M): 5. Charlic Abbott

6. Jordan Noble
(Bpt). 7. Lucca Troullos
(Lin): 8. Kecnan Lucey
(MF); 9. lan Starkey (IC):
10. Andrew Cox (HC): 1 1.
Delbert Van Tassell {Cam):
12. James Palmer {Bealls).
alt-Evan Yohman (ED)
See SEEDS, Page 9

(Steub):

at the OVACs. He is 16-4 this season and 84-25

in his career.

Ayden King was third last year in the OVAC and
is currently 19-4 this year and 113-26 for his ca-
reer. He was fifth in Ohio last winter.

Completing the Shamrocks lineup are freshmen
Easton Stephen (106). Colt Carpenter (126). Brax-

ton Loring (190) and Christien Hannahs

215):

sophomore Hines Ford (175); juniors Ayden An-
drews (120. 14-5) and Marshall Meade (285) and
freshman Brayden Trigg (132 0-0).

Stephen, Carpenter and Hannahs were all OVC
Junior High champions. Ford and Meade were dis-

trict qualifiers in 2023.

“Some of these guys are going to have to win a
couple of matches if we are going to contend for the

overall title.”
are all capable.”

Coach Stephen admitted. “But they

Stephen. also a junior high district champion. is
the third of four sons of the head coach. He is 9-6.

Carpenter checks in at 15 5 while Hannahs
brings a 14 6 mark into action.

Barnesville has won tour straight Class 3A team
titles. They were tourth last year behind Parkers
burg South. University and Wheeling Park.

By TRACY WATSON
BEALLSVILLE — First-year head coach Dave
Wiles is learning first hand about numbers at small-
school wrestling programs in his initial season at

Beallsville.

After having a couple of kids decide not to con-
tinue this season, Wiles has a roster of five wrestlers.
but is gefting the most out of his young squad.

~It has been a struggle with numbers. especially
with a couple of kids walking out. but the guys we
have are working hard and are doing a very good
job.” Wiles said. “We have had a couple of placers at
the tournaments that we have wrestled at. and we are
hoping to have a coupie of kids place at the OVAC

tournament.

lined with an ACL injury.

This is going to be a big deal for our kids. but most
of them have no idea what to expect and have never
been involved in something as big as the OVAC tour

nament.”

Wiles added. ~This will definitely be the

highlight of the season for our guys. but they will be

ready to go.”

1976 — George Kovalck Bellawe Ath-
letic Direct

1977 — Bill Yan Home, Sports Editor 0
Wheeling News Register

1878 — John Vrotsos Martins Ferry
High Sckool

197% — HRichard Edge, Prncipa of
Sprngfield High

1980 — George Wally John Marshall
Athletc Director

1981 - Bob Hedmon Steubenville
Athletic Director

1882 — Paul Crago, Marshall County
Schooks

1983 — Dr. Vincent Monseau, West
Lierty State Coflege

1984 - Bl megardner John Marsha
1985 — Dennis Bowman, Bellaire
1986 — Ronaid Mauck. Brooke

198 — Enc Carder, Wheelng Park
Athlgtc Director

1588 — Dave Kovalick. Bamesvile
1689 ~ Steve Kish Pnncipad of Be lare
High

1990 - Carl Foder, Hancock County
Schools

1891 — Dr William Welker, Warwood
Middie

1992 — Larry Deaton, Marting Ferry
1993 — John Stephenson, Cadiz High
1994 ~ Joe Bates, Woodsfield High
1995 — Bob Bruney, Martins Ferry

ndsvi

996 — amry Cham ers
Jr. High

1897 — Gary Dawis, Beallswlie High
1998 — Cal Pekas, Sports Editor of The
Times Leader

1999 — TomLac man Jeffersc  1on
2000 — Ed "Buzzy Evans
2001 — William McEldowney, Wheeling
2002 — Jobr: Craig, Indian Creex
2003 - Ed Dugas John Marsha High
2004 — Jeff Oberdick Marhins Ferry
2005 ~ Dan Doyle Supenntendent of
Nobste County Schools
2006 — Nolan Van Gilder, Brooke
2007 — Rick Link, Union Local
2008 — Jim Potls. Cameron

-~ & Biiar . Broo €
2010 — Jeft Carrp Cambndge
2011 - Rich Gregor, Springfield High
2012 — An Helw, Bridgeport
2013 ~ Dave LaMotte, Bridgeport
2014 = Darre Davis Bamesvile
205 — Gene Monte eone Wheefing
Park
2016 - Jim Crosrer Union Loca
2017 - Chick LaMotte, Si. John Centra
2018 - Larry Shaw, Oak Glen
2019 - John Gnneh, Shadyside
2020 — Ken Robinson, Woodsfield
2021 — None (Cancelled-COVID)
2022 - Pete Cuffaro, Wheeling
2023 — Jeft Crosier, Bamesville

G 00D LUGK
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Vasey has Bellaire trendlng upward W|th 8 matmen

By BUBBA KAPRAL

BELLAIRE — Eric Vasey is in his
second year as head coach of the Bel-
laire High mat program. and he has the
program trending upward.

Vasey has eight Big Red matmen
competing this year.

“Our numbers are up from last year.
However., we will only have six com-
peting in this year's OVAC Tourna-
ment,” Vasey said. “Having a relatively
young team and lower on numbers we
wrestle very few duals. Our best team
performance has been the Shadyside
Last Man Standing Tournament where
we finished eighth out of 16 teams.”

“Team-wise we may not have the
numbers to compete for a top finish in
the OVAC Tournament, but [ do be-
lieve we have a few wrestlers who can
do well this year and slide onto the po-
dium.”

Freshman Zerek Poplawski is the
Big Reds” 113-pounder. He is gaining
much-needed experience.

Grant Vasey gives Bellaire a top-
flight 1 20-pounder. The talented junior
currently holds a 14-5 record. He is a
two-time district qualifier and is com-
ing off a year where he placed sixth at
the district tournament. Vasey has been
in the finals in both the Rick Link and
St. Clairsville tournaments as well as
a fourth-place finish in the Shadyside
Last Man Standing this year.

Sophomore Alex Ney holds down
the 138-pound class, while junior Rod-
dee Bruce is the 144-pounder.

Coach Vasey has a rising talent at
150. Sophomore Graham Campbell
has fashioned a fine 13-6 mark this
season, including a runnerup finish in
the Shadyside Tournament.

Sophomore Mason Palenecik rounds
out the Bellaire OVAC Tournament |
lineup at 213. .

Coach Vasey is minus the services of |
two grapplers currently sidelined due to
injury -- senior heavyweight Joey Nix-
on, who garnered a host of post-season
tfootball honors for Coach Mark Bonar,
and freshman [26-pounder James
Porco.

“Alex is 4-1 coming off a football in-
jury and had a very impressive showing
in his debut this past weekend taking
third at the Shadyside tournament,”
Coach Vasey said.

=] feel if Alex, Grant and Graham
remain healthy and compete at the lev- | &
el thev have shown, al! three wrestlers |8
will be wrestling come Saturday of the
OVAC Tournament.”

Going forward. the Big Reds will
be competing in the Panther Classic
at Buckeye Local and the Buckeve ¥
Championship before heading to sec
tionals.

Vasey is being assisted by Joe Hon-
eywell and Andy Case.

Photo/Kim North
BELLAIRE'S ALEX Ney works to escape
from Brldgeport’s Anthony Noble during their
138-pound championship match at the Bobby
Douglas Invitational last week at Bridgeport
High School.

Churelt Abive
Pastor Jeggrey W. Lewes
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@
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churchalive316@comcast.net
www.churchalivekeyridgeoh.com
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Bridgeport has some bite in its youthful lineup

By KIM NORTH

BRIDGEPORT — Former Union
Local and Ohio University wrestler
Matt McFarland is putting some bite
back into the historied Bridgeport mat
program.

In his third season at the helm. Mc-
Farland said the 2023-24 team is his
“best vet.

“The team this vear has a differ-
ent feel to 11. We lost two seniors last
vear, and there was fear on who was
going to come in and lead. Right out
the gate several people were looKing
to step up and they are continuing to
work hard,” he said. “Going down
through our lineup we are young. but
we aren’t going to let that hoid us
back from making a statement at this
vear's OVAC tournament.”

The Bulldogs have nine individuals
entered into the 70th annual OVAC
Ron Mauck Championships which take
over WesBanco Arena from Thursday
w Saturdoy in downtown Wheeling.
Four are freshmen. with three sopho-
mores and a pair of juniors.

e — F'hotlanlm North
BRIDGEPORT'S ANTHONY Noble won the
Bobby Douglas Invitational 138 pound title last

David Sheppard (106). freshman
— “David has been drastically im-
proving every match. It's his first vear
but doesn’t show any fear about tak-
ing on anvone 1 put in front of him. ]
am excited to see how his first OVAC
goes, but more excited to see how his
career goes here at Bridgeport.” Mc-
Farland said.

Robert Weekley (113}, freshman -
“Robert has shown a lot of heart since
he came into this sport last year. He
had to sit out earlier in the season due
to an injury, but since he has been
back, he has been trying to make a
name for himself.

He went 2-2 in his first tournament
of the season, but he is never going to
let up,” McFarland noted.

Ax’zavior Santana (126). fresh-
man — “Ax’zavior will be looking
to come out and show what he can do
at this vear’s tournament. He is in his
first vear of wrestling.

“His season started slow. but each
match we go to he has shown major
improvement. I cannot wait for him to
show what he 1s made of.”

Jordan Noble (132). sophomore —
“Jordan will be looking to make somne
noise at this year’s tournament. The
first tournament we went to this year
was Rick Link and I think he caught a
lot of teams by surprise.

“It’s not a secret anymore, the kid
ioves to wrestle and is always looking
to score points.™

Anthony Noble {138). sophomore

- “Anthony cannot be counted out of

any maltch. The kid has a lot of heart
and has put on some very interesting
matches this year,” McFarland added.
*Just like his brother, the kid wants to
go out there and score.

“Seeing him wrestle is always fun
to watch.”

Dakota Lashhorn (144}, freshman
— ~Dakota is another first-year guy

the coach said.

“He is a very likabie kid and I'm
hoping to see him take out a few
euys and score us some points as a
team.”

Kaleb McCamick (i57), junior
— “Kaleb has been battling through
some injuries and illness this season,
but we re hoping to see him get it un-
der control and return to the mat to
help us out.”

James Weekley (215). sophomore
— “James has been working and will
be ready to go for this vear’s OVAC.
He never misses practice and wants to
be better.” the coach continued.

Logan Baker (285). junior

~“Things seem to be clicking with Lo-
gan thu year. His attendance has been
at its best. and his attention to detail
has drastically improved.” McFarland
stressed.

“He took some lumps early in the
year but has learned from each of

He always keeps his matches inter-  but is very close to a .500 record. He them. and he is exciied to return (o
esting. and the kid can move.” McFar-  also is giving up some weight. but that  WesBuanco,”
tand allowed. doesn’t keep him out of his matches.”
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Buckeye Local turning the corner this season

By NICK HENTHORN

RAYLAND — Heuading into the OVAC tourna-
ment. Buckeve Local head coach Guy Nestor sees
his team turning a corner

“We started off o Httle on the rough side with
close losses o Harrison Central and Wheeling
Central, which were close dual meets [ feel we
coutd have won.” Nestor said. "We turned that
around with wins at Brooke and {indian] Creek.
We went to West Jefferson and wrestled well
there. had a number of guys place. Then we went
to West Muskingum. finished third as a team. and
we won Brideeport last week, We're finally com-
ing around and wrestling our best as we come to
OVACs.”

Nestor’s Panthers feature two returning district
qualifiers. senior Chase McFadden at 215 and
hcavyweight junior Brendon Stillion.

“He’s probably the most technical guy we’ve
got on the team.” Nestor said of McFadden.

Both of those wrestlers will be in the OVAC
lineup for a Buckeye Local team both young and
old in different places.

At 106, freshman Shawn Jordan continues to
improve.

1 think he has a shot at placing this weekend.”
Nestor said. "He wrestles very well. he’s picking
it up- this is only his second year wrestling. He’s
still a little raw.™

That same sentiment of potential but relative
inexperience is shared by multiple other Panther
wrestlers — sophomore Chase Milton at 120.
sophomore Tristan Palmer at 132, and freshman
Trey McCoy at 138.

Junior Aiden Deniz is the 126-pounder for the
Panthers.

It just matters which Aiden Dentz shows up.”
Nestor said.

“I hope the good. technical one shows up and he
can make a run.”

Buckeve has more experience around the mid-
dle weights. with junior Gavin Edgell at 150
and junior Landon Durbin at 157. Senior Dal-

las Sproull enters the tournament at 165, though =S8

Nestor said he had battled injuries to begin the
year and hasn’t wrestled many matches.

Senior Denvar Nelson is seeded eighth in the
tournament at 173.

“He’s got a ton of potential because he wrestles

hard.” Nestor said. “He’s kept it close with some
of the top guys. I look for him to be one of the
placers.”

Junio: Marek Hickman is at 190.

“Most improved from last year.” Nestor said.

Nestor is in his seventh year as head coach and
11th year total coaching at Buckeye Local. He
hopes a good showing at the OVAC tournament
can keep “hsi Panthers on the upswing.

“Hopefully we can continue to climb. even after
OVACs we have the Panther Classic. the Logan
tournament. MOVLs and then we go to section-
als. It doesn’t get any easier as we go on.” Nestor
said.

“OVAC s is a nice thing to have guys place at
but the ultimate goal is to ‘be at the top of the state
podium like we Rad with {Brian] Palmer a couple
of years ago.’

Good Luck
Pantl_wrs!

YTR COMMUMITY 134 Third Street
Tiltonsvilte, OH 43963
740-859-4922
b Fax: 740-859-4793
. Emai: yorkvillefcu@comeast.net
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION yorkvillechu.org
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Phoio/Kim North!
BUCKEYE LOCAL’S Danver Nelson is seeded
eighth at 190 pounds for this week’s 70th annu-
al OVAC Ron Mauck Championships.

2023 Team Scores

Class 1A/2A

1. Cameron 83.5
2. Southern Local 69.5
3. Wheeling Central 53.5
4, Wellsville 46.5
5. River 45.0
6. Bridgeport 30.0
7. Steub. Catholic 23.0
8. Shadyside 18.0
9. Bealisville 10.0
10. Monroe Central 6.0
Class 3A
1. Barnesville 200.5
2. Martins Ferry 125.5
3. Shenandoah 81.0
4. Caldweli 61.0
B, Linsiy 56.5
6. Union Local 53.0
7. Magnolia 38.0
8. Fort Frye 25.0
9, Bellaire 19.0
Class 4A
1. Indian Creek 145.5
(tie} Oak Glen 145.5
3. Beaver Local 129.5
4. Edison 81.0
5. Harrison Centrat 73.0
Class 5A
1. Parkersburg South 2425
2. University 214.0
3. Wheeling Park 2015
4, John Marshali 160.0
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B B Photo/Kim North
HARRISON CENTRAL’S Lucas Thomas will
be looking to win the 215-pound weight class
this week at the 70th annua! OVAC Ron Mauck
Championships.

Bryant wants Huskies healthy

By KIM NORTH
CADIZ —  Harri-
son Central head wres-
tling coach Bill Bryant
is hoping to get some
individuals healthy in

time for the 70th annu-

al OVAC Ron Mauck
Championships that get
under way Thursday
night inside WesBanco
Arena in downtown
Wheeling.

The veteran Huskies
may boss has 12 of the
14 weight classes filled,

| but a few could be pend-

ing.

*I think the team out-
look is the same as in
the year’s past.” he said.
“If we can get some
guys medically cleared
from injury and back
into shape, | think we
can be a top 10 team.”

Bryant is sure of two
things — the Brothers
Thomas — senior Lucas
{215) and junior Landen
(283). Lucas, currenrtly
18-0. won an OVAC ti-

tle in 2022 before being
runner up last year. He
was also a Division [II
state runner up last win-
ter after placing sixth in
2022. He has 136 career
wins and 97 career falls.
Landen. meanwhile, is
currently 19-2 and fin-
ished sixth last year and
fourth in 2022, He was
fifth in Ohio last winter
and stands at 93 career
wins.

“Those two are pro-
jected to be OVAC fi-
nalists and we have four
others who are among
the top in their respec-
tive weight classes in
the OVAeC rankings.”
Bryant added.

He was referring to
senior Hunter Bittinger
(165-7th}, sophomore
Andrew Cox (132-
8th), freshman Andrew
Alberts (106 -13th) and
junior Austin  Fulton
({120-16th}. Alberts has
a 10-5 mark, while Ful-
ton is 4-2.

According to Bryant.
Bittinger has 85 career
victories. He is current-
ly 19-3.

“Hunter will be drop-
ping from 175 to 165
for the tournament.”
Bryant advised.

Cox, who finished
eighth in last year's
OVACs, is currently

sidelined with an injury.
Bryant said Fulton
returned to action last
week.
“In a Division like
4A, which is always
tough, maybe 10-15

B « Thomas brothers expected to reach championship finals

points is all rhat sepa-
rates half the teams.”
Bryant noted.
Completing the Hus-
kies lineup are sopho-
mores Tyler Garbrandt
(138, 6-6). Beau Rink-
es (144, 6-6), Vitto Par-
ziale (175) and RJ Hen-
dershot (190); along
with junior Marcus Hii-
bert (150} and senior
Bryce Wallace (157).
Harrison Central won
the overall champion-
ship in 2009 under head
coach Todd Dunlap.
They are in Class 4A,

i Tk B
SRR Sl

ety b

68098 Hammond Rd., g
St, Clairsville, Ohio

Good Luck
Karrison Central

BELMONT CAREER CENTER [ —

Sy
S

(740) 695-9130  www.BHCCenters.com (740} 942-2148

82500 Cadiz Jewett Re.,
Cadiz, Chio

LT TRE T L 1 Good Luck Huskies!

NAPR

Modern Auto &
IFTUCK Parts
6 Locations To Serve
You!
Cadiz, Magnolia,
East Liverpooi, Wheeling
St. Clairsville, Carroliton

AE ]
e

A=,
al

Zeroski
Excavating

Concrete Work
and Septic Tank
Installation
Adenn, Ohio
T40-546- 3495
T4(-546-3225

127 West Warren St.
Cadiz, OH 43907

M-F 8am -~ 5pm
Now Accepting All Major Credit Cards

The Equitable Savings
arid Loan Company

NMLS # 403011
114 South Main Street
Cadiz, Ohio 43907-1128

B | 3

e HARRISON Gail Us Teday] We Help Houses Betome Romesi |

e Harrisan  Metropalitan  Housiag AuRonty it

A

The applications may be printed of downloadad from cur website al hitps;/harrisenmba.com
or they can be picked up at our administrative office Monday - Thursday from 8:00 - 4:00
ur office is located at 82450 Cadiz-Jewett Road, Cadiz, Ohio 43907, Bingham Terrace |
Applications may be picked up at 451 N. Main St., Cadiz, Ohio 43907,

(740) 942-2092 Phone
40) 942-4220 Fax

@ For nu.lrs. information please call (_740] 942-8372 or (740) 942-2215

ting applicalians fos the following
ousing pragrams and apariments:

Wednesday, January 17, 2024

OVAC Wrestling

7



it’s trial by error for John Marshall this week

* Monarchs’ Zander Ward is seeded No. 1 at 126-pounds; Klypsan Wallace third at 175

By NICK HENTHORN

GLEN DALE — John Mar-
shall is taking the idea of a
“trial by fire” very seriously.

The Monarchs have thrown
themselves into a gauntlet of
quality opponents which in-
cluded Wheeling Park. cur-
rently No. 9 in W.Va Class-
AAA: Parkersburg South,
currently No. 5; University,
currently No. 2: and Parkers-
burg: currently No. 1. as well
as facing stiff competition at
the Barnesville Invitational
and Wheeling Park Duals.

All this, Asbury hopes, in
pursuit of being at their best
when it counts.

“We've had a very tough
season so far.” John Marshall
head coach Ryan Asbury said.
I scheduled a very challeng-
ing season for the boys com-
ing into the OVAC and then
the state tournament. just

with the goal that they’d be
battle-tested once it's time to
step up and perform.”

"We've wrestled the best
competition we ve been able
to see.”

Asbury. in his fifth year as
head coach and 10th coach-
ing at John Marshall overall,
has wrestlers cut from every
cloth on his roster- young
underclassmen, experienced
veterans. and some upper-
classmen coming into the
program for the very first
time.

That group starts with Zan-
der Ward, the Monarch’s
126-pounder who sports
a 23-5 record against that
aforementioned gauntlet.

“He’s currently ranked
first in the OVAC, and he’s
wrestled a couple of those top
guys,” Asbury said. I think
he’s capable of finishing at

the top of the podium next
weekend. He's been practic-
ing hard and looking good in
the room. He’s hit some top
talent in the state and I'm
excited to see how he per
forms.”

Hayden Bonar is a fresh-
man on the varsity squad at
113 while Gabe Chaplin is
just getting back up to speed
at 120 after missing much of
the year with injuries.

Carter Adkins, who placed
at the OVAC tournament as a
freshman and sophomore. is
back for his junior go-round
at 132 with a 15-9 record.

“He always seems to step it
up when we’'re at WesBanco,
and I'm expecting to see the
same out of him this year,”
Asbury said of Adkins.

Kaden Harding has posted
a 15-10 record at 138, while
Waylon Wyckoff sits at 13-6

at 144 as a junior.

“He’s wrestled several of
the guys currently ranked to
be on the podium.” Asbury
said of Wyckoff. "He's beat-
en severaf and lost to a few.
so he’s capable of placing as
well as long as he shows up in
the right mindset.”

Amidst the rest of Asbury’s
group who have tested them-
selves against top competi-
tion, Cayden Cochran has had
as tough a go as anyone, the
1 50-pounder sitting at 11-13.

“He's wrestled some guys
who are ranked near the top
of the state, top of the OVAC,
he’s wrestled a couple of na-
tionally ranked guys as well.”
Asbury said. “He’s always
in the match. always battling
and he’s gotten significantly
better as the year’s gone on.
There are some matches he
lost earlier in the season that

[ wouldn’t be surprised if he
avenged.”

Anthony Baldo 15 the
157-pounder for the Mon-
archs. and Brooks Harrison
is wrestling at 165, having
recently moved down from
175.

In his place at 1 75 is Colten
Haught. another freshman.

Maverick Lemasters takes
the Monarchs’ spot at 190,
with an 18-4 record.

“1 think Maverick is ca-
pable of being just about
anywhere on that podium.”
Asbury said. "He's wrestled
close matches with most of
that [OVAC] bracket.”

Isaac Swauger is an up-
perciassman. but a first-year
wrestler at 215. Kaleb Yates
stands as John Marshall’s
heavyweight. a senior who
is also wrestling for the first
time.
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Martins Ferry in youth movement

By KIM NORTH

MARTINS FERRY — The Purple Riders are un-
dergoing a youth movement this season with seven
freshmen and three sophomores in its starting lineup
for the 70th annual OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling
Championships.

Head coach Chad Ware does. however, have three
veteran seniors to rely on in the middle of his lineup.

Those upperclassmen are Kade Archer (144).
Shayden Fogle (157) and Andrew Leiffer (165).

Archer is 14-6 this year with second-place finish-
es at St. Clairsville and West Muskingum. He was
also fifth at Waterloo and sixth at the Union Local
Rick Link Invitational.

Fogle is currentty 10-7 and finished eighth in the
OVAC last year. He was second this year at Water-
loo and third at St. Clairsville and West Muskingum.

Leiffer stands at 15-5. He has finishes of second
at Union Local and third at Waterloo. St. Clairsville
and West Muskingum.

Junior Jase Mahoney (120) is a sparkling 18-2
thus far and took fourth in the OVAC last winter af-
ter finishing sixth in 2022. He has champtonships

this year at St. Clairsville and West Muskingum. He
was second at Waterloo and third at Union Local.

Another bright spot has been freshman RIJ
Welshans (150) who has posted a 17-6 mark. He
was second at St. Clairsville. third at Waterloo and
fifth at Union Local.

Sophomore Tayson Palmer (215) has placed
fourth at St. Clairsville and Waterloo. and fifth at
West Muskingum. He is 13-8.

Freshman Keenan Lucey {132) placed second at
St. Clairsville and brings a 11-8 record.

Freshman Silas Simpson {113} is 12-8 and placed
second at West Muskingum and third at St. Clairs-
ville.

Freshman Joey Herring {190} is 5-11 but placed
fourth at St. Clairsville.

Completing the roster are freshman Avden Mer
cer (106); sophomore Caden Holmes (126): fresh-
man Cole Patterson { 1 38}; sophomore Austin Violet
(175); and freshman Alex Carpino (285).

» Seeds

Continued from Page 2

10. Wyatt Brady (WC):

Maverick Lemasters (JM):

138-1. Dakota King (ED) alt-Gavin Resor
(Barn). 2. Cal Beadling (Camb)
(Steub); 3. Slaton Pettit 157-1. Skyler King
(Cam): 4. Marshall Laish- (Barn). 2. Savier Faulks
ley (Camb). 5. David (Steub); 3. Brody Per-
DeFelice (Weir): 6. Caiden  zanowski (UL). 4. Da-

Cooley (ED); 7. Conner
Graser (Univ): 8. Cole-
ton Hill (PS): 9. Anthony
Noble (Bpt): 10. Kaden
Harding (JM} 11. Logan
Graham (OG). 12. Alex
Ney (Bell): alt- Darshan
Howard (StC)

144 1. Cooper Smith
(Steubi: 2 Nathan Murphy
iPS). 3. Karson Milhoan
(Barn}. 4. Clayton My-
ers (Camb): 5. Jack Lowe
{WP): 6. Shawn Young
(Weir); 7. Evan  Ours
(BvL). 8. Gunnar Gos-
sett (ULY. 9. Max Vitale
(Univ): 10. Marshall Crow
(WC): t1. Caden McGrath
(Tory. 12. Kaden Archer
(MF); alt- Andrew  Os-
man (Shady)

150-1. Reese Ste-
phen (Barn). 2. Brody
Saccoccia (Steub): 5.
Makiya Powell (PS); 4.
Rider Ludrosky (Univ)k
5. Michael Heath (OG):
6. Noah White (WP
7. Josh Gilliam (SL)
8. Gage Scott (Mag). 9.
Graham Campbeli (Bell):
t0. Jaydern Shaw (EL)Y:
I1. Richard Welshanns
(MF). 12. Ricky Sinsel

mon Stansbury (EL) 5.
Griffen Kernik (Lin). 6.
Anthony Baldo (JM). 7.
Jay McKenzie (Univ): 8.
Gavin Pownall (IC). 9.
Ryan Chafins (BvL). 10.
Shayden Fogle (MF). I1.
Eli Tedrow (WCy 12,
Keith Doyle (PS): ait-Con-
nor Dver i Mag)

165-1 Luca  Felin
(Univik 2. Ayden King

(Barn}. 3. Ethan Llewlyn
(1Cy: 4. Justin Cox (BvL):
5. Cole Middleton (PS): 6.
Hunter Bittinger (HC): 7.
Nathaniel Berhalter (Lin):
8. Andrew Leiffer (MF):
9. Landon Crosier {Steub);

11. Drake Bouscher (Tor):
12. Aaron Lara (EL): alt-
Dominick Smith (Mtwn)
175-1. Gage Wright
(PS); 2. Jameson Maynard
(WP): 3. Klypsan Wallace
(Cam): 4. Aden Strahler
(WL): 5. Emerson Mur-
phy (Univ): 6. Hines Ford
(Barn): 7. Gavin Moore
(Brk); 8. Denvar Nelson
(BLY: 9. Dustin Sanner
(WC). 10, Mathias Kes-
selring (FF). 11. Andyn
Babel (Steubi: 12 Mason
Haney (Mtwn): alt-Ben
Bryan i Weir)
190-Brycen
PS): 2. Gabriel Blis
senbach (SL):. 3. Kuane
Curran (BvL): 4. Greg
sauers (0G). 5. Mala-
ki Washington (WP): 6.
Luke McMillion (IC): 7.

Arthur

Good Luck
Martins Ferry
Wrestiers!
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8. Jackson Pate (Univ); 9.
Brody Cottrill (Lin): 10.
Ferret Moore (Brk); 11.
Devon Legleitner (WL):
12. Peyton Shaw (EL);
alt- Marek Hickman (BL)

215-1. Lucas Thom-
as (HC). 2. Isaac Mar-
tin (WC); 3. Tyler Wise
(Brk): 4. Ayden Morris
(PS); 5. Ryder Hastings
(Univ). 6. Jonathan Bai
ley (SLY: 7. Landon Tay
lor (Lin), 8. Korytr Arm-
strong (WLY: 9. Christien

Hannahs  (Barn); 10
f ] 4
1
1 3 [] S 113

Carsdon Cline (Shen):. |I. See SEEDS, Page 13
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70th Annual OVAC Ron Mauck
Tournament.Schedule

THURSDAY
Opening Ceremony. 6 pam.
First round matches. 6:30 pam.

FRIDAY
Second Round maiches, noon
Championship guarterfinals and first-round consolation
matches, 6 p.m.

SATURDAY
Championship semifinals and consolation matches. 11
a.m.
Championship finals. matches for third-, fifth- and sev-

Bierkortte'A'ward Winners : _

1994 — Dustin Harris, Beaver Local
High School ) o
1995 — Justin Ewing, St. Clairsville
High School

1996 — Eric Anderson, St. John
High School

1997 — Ryan Muldrew, John Mar-
shall High School

1998——Chad Pratz, Lmsl&r
1999 — Jose Smith, Cambridge
Hr%h Schoo

000 — Scott Roth, Martins Ferry

High School

2001 — Cole Bowersock, Beaver Lo
cal High School

2002 — Derek George, John Mar-
shall High School

2003 — David Bertolino, Buckeye
Local High School

2004 — Adam Hoppel, Beaver Local
High School
2005 — Clay Tucker, Martins Ferry
High School
2006 — Zack Schuller, St. Clairsville

Hl%h School
2007 — James Myers, indian Creek
Hl%h School

008 — Jlmmy Reisz, Beallsville
High School

2009 — Dirk Bauer, Wheeling Park
High School
2010 Dylan lce, Beaver Local
H| h Schoo
Kyle Bauer, Wheeling Park
qh Schoo
S 2 — David Jeffrey, Parkersburg

2013 — Cody Amos, Wheeling Park

Hig{h Schoot
4 — Jonny Davis, Wheeling
Park High School
015 Alex Potts, East Liverpool
cﬁ;h School
016 — Tarlq Wilson, Steubenville
quh School
017 — Peyton Hall, Oak Gien High

School
2018 — Josh Humphreys, Parkers-
burg South High School
2019 — Peyton Blasko, Steubenville
Hi gh School

020 — Braxton Amos, Parkersburg
South High School
2021 — None (Cancelled - COVID)
2022 — l.ogan Qurs, Beaver Local
2023 — Dakota King, Barnesville

enth-places. 4 p.m.
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WHEELING CENTRALé Isaac Martin was fourth
last year.

Wheeling Central has

freshmen, sophomores

By KIM NORTH

WHEELING — In its sccond year back on the
mat, Wheeling Central has proved to be a formi-
dable program with team championships at the
Ritchie County Duals and the Last Man Standing
Tournament in Shadvside.

Head coach Rick Welker will have all but two
of the 14 weight classes filled when the 70th an-
nual OVAC Ron Mauck Championships get start-
ed Thursday night inside WesBanco Arena. The
three-day event runs through Saturday afternoon’s
championship finals.

Two Maroon Knights will carry unbeaten re-
cords into the tournament. they are Braxton Birch
(120. 25-0) and Isaac Martin (215, 28-0). Birch
won titles at the Hoppel and Shadyside tournments.
Martin has prevailed at Hoppel. Shadyside and the
Max Horz tournaments.

Just a sophomore, Martin is a veteran on the team
having placed fourth in last year’s OVAC and third
in West Virginia last winter.

Tyligue Marshail (106) is a sparkling 22-6 and
won at Shadyside while taking third at Max Horz.

Marshall Crow (144) brings a 26-3 mark with a
championship at Shadyside and a third at Max orz.

Eli Tedrow (152) has a 26-2 mark that includes
a championship at Shadyside. a runner-up at Hop-
ple and 2 third at Max Horz.

Wyatt Brady (165) is 26-3. He won at Hopple
and Shadyside while finishing third at Max Horz.
He was third in the W.Va. Class A regional last

year.
Isaac Lucious (190} was a champion at
Shadyside.

Dominic Asbury (285} 1s 2 1-4. He won a title at
Shadyside and was second at Hoppel.

The roster is completed with Eii Czapp (113).
Paui Stecker (126). Joey Hall (150). Brennan Ma-
loney (285) and Haji Marin {285)

Wednesday, January 17, 2024

#| school
Central’s Ryan Richter 1s dealing with

| the Seminoles to Wheeling for
i kids on the podium

{ the OVACs and know the atmosphere
| they are getting into.” Richter said. 1

i feel like we might be young, but we are
really coming along and coming of age.

Monroe Central
kids on podium

By TRACY WATSON
WOODSFIELD — Like most small
wrestling  programs  Monioe

low numbers and youth but will bring
the

OVAC tournament looking to put some

“We have a lot of youth. but we aiso
have kids that have worked the tables at

“We only have five wrestlers. but we
are still looking to put some kids on the
podium.”

Freshman Gavin Bennett kicks things off for Mon

looking to put
Saturday night

P20 with junior Drew Niller conung
uat 130,

Freshman Owen Howard is at 157
with classimaie Malakr McQuerry ai
215. The heavyweighi is sophomore
Parker Sefert.

“Drew (Miller! is only a freshman
but he is the leader and he has really
taken the reins of this team.” Richter
added.

“Our freshmen are putung in the
time. willing to earn and are continu-
ing to grow very guickly.

“While we want to have some Kids’
places, we also want to use this event
as a building block for the future and
gain some valuable experience.”

roe Central ai

iy
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River rebuilding following strong Il

2023 season; Pilots fill 5 classes

By TRACY WATSON

HANNIBAL — Veteran head coach Charles Bak
er has six wrestlers {illing five weight classes at River
but 1 going through a little bit of a rebuilding season
after a strong campaign a year ago.

However, Baker. who is in his 44th season as the
Pilots wrestling boss, has never wavered over his
feelings for the OVAC Tournament.

“This 1s a different team for us this year. and 1t
has been hard filling some of the shoes we lost last
year. but aill of our kids have some sort of OVAC
experience.” Baker said. “With the exception of our
heavyweights the other kids have ail wrestled in this
tournament.

“It's something the kids are always up and ready
for. These kids are a pretty relaxed group. which has
made practices nice. and they are getting beiter which
ix evident on a daily basis.

“The OVAC Tournament is a great event, which |
can remember ali the way back to when it was held at
St. John Arena in Steubenville. 1 love this tournament
as much as amvthing in wrestling and [ truly don’t
understand how there are any teams that don’t wan!
to be a part of something like this.”

Sophomore Hunter Strawn gets things gomg for

GREEN E‘ﬁﬁ’{:
491 Market St
Claringtgn Ohio

740-458-1742
Cell: 740- 213 2854

Come see-us for

Cood Luck to Al

\ﬂ' """:‘.f"GJ"'t. Ch Ohio

. I 1 i
the spring s__gason! i

River at 138 with classmate Tvler Winkler coming
i at 150. Junior Hunter Lvman wrestles at 175 with
seniors Maddox Mozena at 190 and Hunter Netting
at 285 Senior Cooper Corder, in his first vear. is also
available at heavyweight.

Strawn. Winkler and Lyman all have four to five
years experience on the mats while Netting s a three-
year regular who has been waiting in the wings be-
hind the graduated Marshall Biers and Mozena is
coming off an injury that sidelined him for his junior
S2a501.

“We have had a lot of effort and gotten some de-
cent matches out of our lower weights.” Baker com-
mented. "But our bread and butter comes with Moze-
ma and Netting at the heavier weights. All of these
kids have winning records and have competed well at
tournaments so far this season.

“Obviously it’s hard to win dual meets with just
tive wrestlers, so things are different from last year.
but these kids are doing well and are willing to learn.”

o Results

Continued from Page 12

190
First--Robert Shockey {PS) d. Eric Williams {EL), SV,
3-1
Third--Tyler Wise (Brk) d. Alex Finsley {MF), SV, 3-1
Fifth--Marshal Sayre {Cald) p. Gage Hawkins {Weir),
3:40
Seventh--Jacob Walker (StC) won by injury default
over Greg Sauers {OG}

215
First—-Brock Kehler (Univ) d. Lucas Thomas {HC), 4-2
Third--Erick Brothers Jr. {WP) p. !saac Martin (WC}, 054
Fifth--Ayden Morris (PS) won by injury default over
Jonathan Bailey (EL)
Seventh--Jamison Stiles (EBDEJ’ won by forfeit

First--Elijah Llewellyn {IC) p. Marshal Bier {River}, 1:00
Third--Brycen Arthur (PS) d. Rydder Hastings (Univ),
1-0

Fifth--Hunter Means (WP} won by injury default over
Landen Thomas (HC}

Seventh--Anderson Palian {Lin} won by injury default
aver Joe Tristano {Dover)

Ohio Valleyl Eastern Ohio

ovA
| o ‘(&
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106
First--Johnathan Huntsman {Barn) d. Pepper Martin
{(Univ), 11-6
Third--Mason Simms {Wellsville}) p. Corbin Phillips
{PS), 0:26
Fifth--Aiden Anderson (OG) d. Gavin Bolock (UL}, 7-4
Seventh--Justuce Fisher (BvL} d. Wvyatt Hostutler
{Weir}, 5-4

113

First--Logan Davis (OG) p. Tristen Rossiter {(Shen), 2:54
Third--Zander Ward {JM} d. Jase Mahoney (MF), 4-3
Fifth -- Noah Keen {Camb} p. Chrids Warrick (BvL), 0:57
120
First--Bobby Buchheit (BvL) d. Noah White (WP}, 4-0
Third--Dylan Ward (MF} d. Colton Gillespie {Univ), 8-4
Fifth--Blake Lanzer {Dover) md. lan Starkey {iC), 15-2
Seventh--Wyatt Wolanski (0G)} md. Ethan Stimpert
{Steub), 15-6 126

First--Ethan Cook (JM) d. Drake Kanyuch {Shen}, 2-1
Third--Pedro Garcia (Dover) d. Brady Robents {PS), 4-1
Fifth--Charlie Abbott {Steubenville} won by injury de-
fault over Siaton Pettit (Cam)
Seventh--Aiden Spahlinger {(SL) p. Xzander Eltringham
(Brkj, 2:25 5

132

First--Dakota King (Barn)} d. Brody Saccoccia {Steub),
64-4
Third--Carter Pauley {Univ) p. Hayden Lamb {OG), 3:32
Fifth--Carter Adkins {(JM} d. Lucas Zombotti {(Mag}, 5-2
Seventh--T'Kai Jett {ED)p. Andrew Cox (HC), 1:25

138

First-- Skyler King {Barn! d. Ryan Martin (FS), 6-3
Third--Cal Beadling [Steub} won by injury defauft over
Adam Carman (WP)

Fifth--1saac Sands (WC) d. Mason Abertd {(Bpt}, 3-1 UTB
Seventh--Clayton Myers{Camb} d. Leland Lopez {HC},

21

144
First--Egidio Fazio (Dover) p. Bradyn Lucas {(WP), 4:25
Third--Logan Tague {(Barn) p. Nathan Murphy {PS}, 4:06
Fifth--Ashton Hoge (Cam) d. Justin Cox (BvL), 4-0
Seventh--Jay McKenzie {Univ) d. Gavin Pownall {IC),

2-0
150
First--Reese Stephen (Barn) d. CJ Spencer (IC}, 9-3
Third--Quinton Velas (WP) d. Savier Faulks (Steub),
13-6
Fifth--Ryan Ward {JM) d. Makiya Powell {PS), 5-2
Seventh--Landon Crum {UL) p. Shayden Fogle {(MF}, 1:36.
157
First--Dom Parker (Univ} d. Dom Paterra (IC), 7-3
Third--Ayden King (Barn) p. Michael Heath {0G), 4:17
Fifth--Kyle Wheeler (PS) p. Malaki Washington (WP},
3:36
Seventh--Peyton Pyle (Bpt) d. Anthony Baldo (JM), 8-3
1656

First--dameson Maynard {WP) d. Klypsan Wallace
(JM), 4-3
Third--Braxton Dlugopolski (OG) p. Jason Williams
(WL}, 2:58
Fifth--Gabe Blissenhach (SL} d. Ethan Waggoner
(ED). B-3
Seventh--Jochnny McFarland (Martins Ferry) d. Kar-
son Mithoan (Barn), 11-4

175
First--Luca Felix {Univ) d. Adam Angel {Cam}, 4-2
Third--Gabe Morgan (BvlL) d. George Hulseu {Mar-
tins Ferry}, 4-1
Fifth--Aden Strahhler (WL) d. Ethan
9-7

Liewellyn {1C},

See RESULTS, Page 12
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Things going well so far for Shadyside

By BUBBA KAPRAL

SHADYSIDE — He is one
of the best ever to suit up in a
Shadyside wrestling singlet.
Now Chase Kinemond is in
his sixth year of guiding his
alma mater’s mat program.

Kinemond 15 a two-time
All-Ohioan, placing fifth as a
freshman and seventh as a se-
nior. He won an OVAC title
during his senior season and
was runnerup as a sophomore
and fifth as a freshman.

All told, he finished his
prep career with an impressive
120-19 record despite missing
his entire junior season after
suffering a torn ACL that foot-
ball season.

Kinemond is directing a

high school roster of eight
grapplers. coming off a cam-

paign in which the Orange
captured the OVAC 2ZA/IA
Dual Meet Championship. The
Tiger mat great is pleased with
how his group has performed
heading into the OVAC Ron
Mauck Wrestling Toumament
at WesBanco Arena which
commences Thursday.

“So far, the season is going
well. We are sitting with a 4-1
dual record and have done
well at our Shadyside tourna-
ment this year, placing ninth
team-wise while having four
wrestlers placing in the top
$ix,” the former Bethany Col-
lege quarterbacking standout
said.

“One other tournament we
attended this year was the
Olentangy Liberty Classic in
Columbus, which was a tough

team, but we learned there
what we needed to improve
on and that has shown since
then.”

Youth is prevalent with the
Shadyside roster.

“I have a young team with
three freshmen. two sopho-
mores, one junior and two
seniors. My seniors are great

leaders and they have shown

that this season.” Kinemond
noted.
The Tigers™ first three

weight classes are manned by
freshmen: Rylan Jack (106).
Treyton Hietz (113) and Jay-
cob Trigg (120). Sophomore
Eli Gallaher is Shadyside’s
126-pounder.

Kaden McGuire is a solid
I 38-pounder for the Tigers.

The junior is 5-5 so far
with a runnerup finish in the
Shadyside Tournament.

Andrew Osman is a force at
144.

The talented senior. who
incurred a severe knee injury
in his junior season of fool-
ball. is still rebounding back
into form. winning four of six
matches so far.

25- Year (1999) Returning Champlons

Landon Simmons is the
175-pounder. The sophomore
is currently sidelined due to
injury after going 2-0 thus far.

Senior Chris Siillion rotinds
out the lineup at 2135 pounds.

“Andrew Osman is a2 wres-
tier I have high hopes of doing
well this year at the OVACT
Kinemond said.

“Kaden McGuire is also a
wrestler that has come around
and is starting to do well. It is
his first year wrestling since
seventh grade. He just placed
second at the Shadyside Tour-
nament. I hope he can carry
this momentum going for-
ward.”

Kinemond is assisted by
Paden Stewart. Scott Kine-
mond, Christian Hancock and
Nico Bumba.

East Liverpool

215--Mart Salsberry,
deceased)

The following wrestiers won OVAC 119--Jose Smith. Cambrldge 145--Mitch Wheeler. Steubennilc
championships in 1999 and will be hon-
ored this weekend during the 70th annual

OVAC Ron Mauck Tournament. They are:

125--Josh Hackney, Wellsville 152--Lucas Sedgmer. Cadiz (deccased)

55--Alex McClung. Oak Glen

} 30--Stan Bittinger, Cadiz 160--Terry Smith, Buckeve Local
103--Coie Bowersock, Beaver Local

[35--Greg Ware. Martins Ferry I 71--Joc Michals, Brooke

112+ Marshall Brooks. Cadiz

140--Scott Roth. Martins Ferry } 89-Craig Bruncy. Martins Ferry

* Seeds ———

Continued from Page 9 e
12. Chase McFadden (BL); alt-

285-1. Brock Kehler (Umv) . Landen Thomas (HC) ;
3. Hunter Means (WP): 4 Anderson Palian (Lin): 5. Lo- = | et
gan Middleton (PS): 6. Jase Norman (Cald); 7. Noah b TEL s
Schmidt (OG): 8. DPominic Asbury (WC); 9. Marshall Me- .
ade (Barn); 10. Brendon Stillion {BL}; 11. Logan Baker ) TEREIET I
iBpt); 12. Hunter Nething {Riv); alt- Heath Thomas (Tor) e BT

BOLD-Returning champion a

Isaac Prescott (BvL):
Ryan Ivey (StC)
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St. C. looking to make up for lost time

By NICK
HENTHORN

ST. CLAIRSVILLE
~ For the St. Clairs-
ville Red Devils. the up-
coming OVAC tourna-
ment 15 an opportunity
to make up for ost time.

Many of head
coach Bobby Rich-
mond's  group  has
pushed through sea-

sons plagued thus far
with injury or sickness.
but even though many
of his wrestlers have
missed time., growth-
in  whatever capacity
each has had the oppor-
tunity for- is still the

goal for the Red Dev-
ils.

“We've been
forming  well.”
mond said.

“We've got a very
young team. We've
only got one senior and
three juniors. the rest
of the team is all fresh-
men and sophomores.
We've had some grow-
ing pains we’'ve been
going through. and like
every other team we've
had some injury and
sickness that’s hit us.
Gaining experience is
one of the keys this year
for us.”

per-
Rich-

Richmond has been
coaching at St. Clairs-
ville for the past eight
years. and is in his sec-
ond year as head coach
of the Red Devils.

In his second go-
round at the upcoming
OVAC tournament,

Richmond ts hoping his

crew comes out of the
conference meet turn-
ing a corner in terms of
health and ability.

His group starts with
treshman Carson Bishop
at 106.

“Kind of a surprise
for us.” Richmond said.
“He's currently 13-10.

but he’s had some really
tough competition. Out
of the 10 losses that he’s
had. nine of them are
ranked in the top eight
in OVACs.™
Heavyweight  fresh-
man Mason Wilt is 5-1
on the veuar and was in-

Bloomers
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jured after the first cou-
ple weeks of the season.
Richmond said the big
man is getting back on
his feet now.

Sophomore Therron
Fillon fills the Devils’
150 pound slot, and
Darshan Howard is the
team’s lone senior at
138 pounds.

Howard is 5-3. hav-
ing suffered illness and

injury throughout De-
cember.
Junior  113-pounder

Wyatt Cunningham has

missed time as well.
“Getting back on the

mat for a4 lot of these

kids, that's the big pri-
ority.” Richmond said.

Junior Ryan lvey is
hoping to vcontinue to
buiid on recent success,
sporting a 10-5 record
and a fifth-place finish
at the recent Cameron
Invitational.

Finally. St. Clairs-
ville’s lone returning
district qualifier. jumior
Braylon Leiffer. has
battled sickness mulii-
ple times this vear. but
got to the OVAC blood
round last vear. and ac-
cording to Richmond is
keen to reach the podi-
um in his junior season.

OVAC Officials

The following individuals have been selected to of-
ficiate the 70th annual OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling
Championships for the 2023-24 season. They are:

Tom Regis, Martins Ferry
Tucker Brown, Cameron
Jim Copney, Wheeling
James Robson, Dillonvale
Steve Stoffel, Charleston
Jack Regis, Martins Ferry
Chris Case, Wheeling
Andrew Shelek, Wheeling

Brian Cunningham, Chester

Chris DiSerio, Wellsburg
Tim Collins, Columbus

Kevin King, Wheeling

. Good Luck
- SL Clairsville

| BELMONT CAREER CENTER
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Union Local seeks to make a splash with talent
sy s

By NICK HENTHORN

BELMONT — The Union Local Jets are approach-
ing this vear's OVAC tournament with a crop of
first-timers, but ones with the talent to make a splash.

“We are a smaller team than weve had in the past
just because of situations of kids quitting.” head
coach Nate Starkey said. “We're also a really young
team.

“] have only a couple juniors, a couple sophomores
then essentially my whole team is a freshman team. 1
have a bunch of kids coming up next year from mid-
dle school so it’s been a process of building the pro-
gram back up.”

Starkey is in his third year as head coach of the
Jets.

Among his youthful crew. junior Gavin Bolock
stands as an upperclassman leader, and one with the
resume to command respect. having qualified for the
state tournament last season.

Bolock qualified at 106 as a sophomore, and is

—ﬁ-fT g

wrestling at 113 this year.
“He’s just a tough wrestler.”
lock.
After Bolock. Starkey also has several standout
freshmen in the group that he is taking to OVACs.

Starkey said of Bo-

Cole Rogers will be the Jets” 106-pounder. while

Diezu}l Miner will be at 126.

“He’s really coming into his own now,” Starkey §

said of Miner. "He’s put on some quality wins and
he’s a really tough kid.”

Union Local has a couple of highly-rated first-
years too. Starkey reported that his 144-pounder
Gunnar Gossett is ranked in the top 15 in Ohio, while
fellow freshman Brody Perzanowski is ranked in the
top five at 157.

Bolock. Gossett and Perzanowski all placed first
in their respective weight classes at last weekend’s
Bobby Douglas Invitational.

The Jets hope their success can continue in their
trip to WesBanco Arena.

) F'h';."h'.! K i Narth
UNION LOCAL’S Gunnar Gossett is ranked highly at
144 pounds.

------
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Linsly looking for strong showing |
this week after fine start to season

By NICK HENTHORN

WHEELING - After a fine start to the season.
the Linsly Cadets are hoping to ptinctuate therr good
work thus tar with a strong showing at the upcoming
OVAC tournament,

Cadets coach Brian Valentine. in his 12th season
leading Linsly, has a slew of competitors seeded in
the conference tournament after seeing lots of suc-
cess in the wrestling year’s early-goings.

“We ve got a lot of good wrestlers here, right now
our dual record is 15-2.7 Valentine said. "If we could
fill a couple more weight classes we could’ve won
the two duals that we lost. Right now our kids are
wrestling well. We have two starters who are injured
but we still have seven kids ranked in the tournament
coming up.”

Returning to WesBanco after making it to the podi-
um in the past is 190-pound junior Brody Cottrill and
sophomore heavyweight Anderson Palian.

Cottrill placed seventh as a freshman but did not
wrestle last year. sidelined with an injury at the time.

Palian likewise placed seventh last year as a fresh-
man. and is seeded fourth this time around.

106-pounder Taven Mayo has wrestled a good
season thus far, the junior seeded 10th at OVACs.

“He's racked up 26 wins, he’s doing very well.”
Valentine said. "He’s a tough match at 106.”

Sophomore Lucca Troullos has comptled 31 wins
this year at 132, and made it to the blood round as a
freshman.

Rocco Troullos enters at 138 and Landon Cottrill
enters at |50, both as treshmen.

After losing in the blood round each of his last two
vears, 157-pound junior Griffen Kemik looks to be
locked-in this time.

“He’s geared and ready to get on that podium,”
Valentine said of Kernik.

165-pounder Nathaniel Berhalter enters the tour-
nament having recently earned his 100th win, the
senior one of two winner at the recent St. Marys tour-
nament for Linsly.

The other is senior Landon Taylor at 215. Valen-
tine said Taylor has stacked up around 30 wins this
year too.

“Qur seniors are all stepping up and having good
seasons like they're supposed to, and our younger
guys are wrestling well.” Valentine said. “We like
to mix our competiticn all around in Ohio and see
schools of all sizes. and our kids should be well-test-
ed going into this thing.”

{ FPhotofim Morth
| PICTURED IS Wheeling Park's Jameson May-
nard who won the 165-pound title last year. He
is one of nine defending champions this week as
| the 70th annual OVAC Ron Mauck Tournament
' begins. The others are Logan Davis (F?ak Glen);

. Johnathan Huntsman, Dakota King, Reese Ste-

' Ehen and Skyler ng (Barneswlleg and Luca
elix and Brock Kehler (University
Buccheit (Beaver Local).

and Robert
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LINSLY’S NATHANIEL Berhalter works for back points in the 165-pound finals of the Union Locai
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52704 State Route 800
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Rick Link Invitational at Union Loca[ ngh School eatlier this season. Berhalter won the match.
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son (18) celebrates with quarterback Mason Rudolph (2)
after scoring a touchdown during the second quarter of
an NFL wild-card playoff football game, in Buffalo, N.Y.

e John-

down passes and scored on a
franchise playoff-record 52-yard
touchdown run. and the Buffalo
Bills beat the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers 31-17 on Monday in an AFC
wild-card playoff game that was
postponed a day because of a
lake-effect blizzard.

The Highmark Stadium stands
erupted with snow being tossed
into the air like confetti when Al-
len threw a |7-yard touchdown
pass to Khalil Shakir with 6:27 re-
maining that restored a two-touch
down lead for Buffalo. Shakir

] caught the pass at the 10 over the

middle, and then slipped Minkah
Fitzpatrick’s tackle attempt by
spinning around before outracing

with five straight wins, advance to
host Patrick Mahomes and the No.
3 seed Kansas City Chiefs in the
divisional round on Sunday night.

"We've got a resilient group.
The veteran leadership that we
have, I really think it’s unmatched
in the league.” Allen said of a team
that was 6-6 after an overtime loss
to Philadelphia on Nov. 26.

The Bills have longed for a
home playoff game against the
Chiefs after their 2020 and ‘21
seasons ended with playoff losses
at Kansas City.

“It’s going to take a team ef-
fort.” Allen said. “We know the
type of team that they are, obvi-
ously the type of quarterback that

yards and ran for 74 yards on
eight carries, becoming the first
quarterback in NFL playoff histo-
ry to throw three or more TD pass-
es while rushing for 70 or more
yards and a score. He didn't have
a turnover for just the fourth time
this season.

Mason Rudolph threw two
touchdown passes with an inter-
ception in his first playoff start for
the Steelers (10-8). but Pittsburgh
was too inconsistent on either side
of the ball to keep up with Allen
and the Bills.

The Steelers lost their fifth
straight playoff game: the fran-
chise’s most recent postseason
victory was exactly seven years

the rest of the Steelers defenders
into the end zone.

they have in Pat over there. ... Just
thanking God that we get another

ago.
See STEELERS, Page B2

Officials prep
for OVAC
Ron Mauck
Wrestling
Tournament

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING —  The
70th annual OVAC Ron
Mauck Wrestling Tour-
nament will take over the
main floor inside Wes-
Banco Arena for a three-
day stay starting Thursday
night. The Olympic-style
opening ceremonies kick

things off at 6.
According to tournament
officials. 423  wrestlers

from 42 schools will take
to the eight mats and some
850 bouts will be contest-
ed before the final buzzer
sounds following Satur-
day afternoon’s 14 cham-
pionship matches. which
will begin at approximate-
ly 3:30 p.m. Matches for
third- and fifth-places will
also be heid simulianeously.

“The seeding committee
did an outstanding job.”
first-year tournament di-
rector Shane Shaffer said
during Monday night’s
press conference where the
brackets and top 12 seeds
in each weight class were
revealed.

“l can’t ever remember
there being nine returning
champions in one year,” said
Shaffer. who competed in
the event during his days at
Wheeling Park and coached
in it while at Beilaire. “That
is an unbelievable number.”

Bamesville has four of
the defending champions
and they all received No.
1 seeds in their respective

weight classes.

and Ohio State University

signee Dakota King (138). [

He is joined by one-time

champs Johnathan Hunts- -

man (113), Reese Stephen
(150) and Ayden King
(157).

The Shamrocks have 12
overall seeds.

* Everybody knows what
type of team we have this
year, but seeds aren’t ev-
erything.” veteran Bamnes-
ville head coach Jaysdon
Stephen allowed. “The guys
still have to go out and per-
form. Just because you're
the No. 1 seed doesn’t guar-
antee you're going to make
the finals.

“The other guys who are
seeded need to win a few
matches and the kids that
didn’t get seeded are just
as important because they
need to battle through the
consolation rounds and
pick up points. Last year
we had seven placers and
four champions and it still
wasn’t enough to win the
overall title.”

The Shamrocks (200.5)
placed fourth overall a year
ago behind W.Va. Class
AAA powers Parkersburg
South (242.5), University
(214) and Wheeling Park
(201.5).

The Hawks had ali 14 of
their wrestlers grab a seed,
but head coach Ken Mai-
sel. like Stephen, knows
they are just numbers.

“Barnesville,  Parkers-

Leading [i
the way is two-time titlist {88

burg South and Steuben-
ville all have good teams.”
he noted. “It all comes
down to the kids going out
and performing.”
University returns two
champions in Luca Felix
(175) and Brock Kehler
(285). Others are Qak
Glen’s Logan Davis (120):
Beaver lLocal’s Robert
Buccheit (132) and Wheel-
ing Park’s Jasmeson May-
nard (175). Al recerved
the top seed with the ex-
ception of Maynard who is
No. 2 behind Parkersburg
South’s Gage Wright, who
is ranked No. | nationally.
Wright was a top seed
last year but didn’t com-
pete due to a foot injury.
Steubenville had 10 to-
tal seeds, with one No. [ in
Cooper Smith (144).
“Things went about as
we expected.” Steubenville
head coach Ryan Huffman
sajd. “We’ve had some suc-
cess this year, but the kids
have to go out and wrestle
to the best of their ability.”
Also receiving top billing
in their weight classes were

Phato by KIM NORTH
NEW OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament Director
Shane Shaffer talks to coaches during Monday night's
OVAC Wrestling Press Conference inside. WesBanco
Arena. The 70th annual begins Thursday night at € with
the Qlympic-style opening ceremonies. The champion-
ship finals are set for 3:30 p.m. Saturday.

University’s Pepper Mar-
tin {(106): John Marshall’s
Zander Ward (126): Park-
ersburg  South’s  Brycen
Arthur (190); and Harrison
Central’s Lucas Thomas
(215).

Barnesville has claimed
four straight Class 3A ti-
tles. while Cameron is a
two-time Class 1A/2A tit-
list. Parkersburg South has
won 10 overall titles in
the 13 years since it joined
the conference. Wheeling
Park (2022). Beaver Lo-
cal (2019-4A) and Steu-
benville {(2013-4A). The
Wood County Patriots have
won the Class 5A crown
every year since 20120.
Oak Glen and Indian Creek
tied for the Class 4A crown
last year.

There was no tourna-
ment held in 2021 due to
COVID. The -conference
went to five divisions in
2012,

Several distinguished
awards will be handed out
Thursday through Saturday.
including the prestigious
Mr. Mat.

Buckeye Local
falls to Ferry
Purple Riders

By MIKE HUGHES
For The Times Leader

MARTINS FERRY. Ohio — Martins Fer
ry started slow offensively for the second
game in a row. allowing visiting Buckeye
Local to take an early 11-9 lead.

Panthers head coach Bailey McBeth was
pleased with the defensive effort early. but
a few key fixtures in the second quarter al-
lowed momentum to swing heavily in favor
of the Purple Riders.

The result? Ferry outscored rival Buckeye
51-19 on Monday during the middle two
periods en route to a 66-42 win, the team’s
second in a row following Thursday’s big
win against Union Local.

Buckeye had won two in a row and four
of five, but McBeth admitted his team’s
early defensive efforts began to wane in the
second quarter.

“The first guarter was great. our intensity
was great, but then we were losing girls (de-
fensively) and lost Lindsey Best a couple of
times and when you do that. you are asking
for trouble,” Beth admitted as his team fell
to 8-7. “They got on a roll and were never
able to cut into the lead.”

Another big factor is senior Brynn
McKeever picked up her third foul with
3:26 left in the second quarter. At that point
Ferry came back and led 24-15. By the
half’s end? The Riders held a commanding
35-17 lead.

McKeever picked up her fourth foul with
4:36 in the third and a similar result trans-
pired.

The problem is McKeever's handles and
speed allowed Buckeye to get the ball up
the floor quickly. Without her steadying
presence, Ferry turned up the pressure and
turnovers began to mount.

“I don’t think we played great tonight, we
missed a lot of shots, but when we scored
a bucket, it was really like three because
we got to press,” Martins Ferry head coach
Dave Reasbeck noted. “Our press was fairly
effective.”

With McKeever on the floor. Buckeye
began the third whittling away at Ferry’s
lead. She scored five quick points in helping
to trim the lead to 15 before she picked up
her fourth foul.

Afterward, the Panthers turned it over
eight times in the third and trailed 60-30 by
quarter’s end.

See RIDERS, Page B2

River High School Lady Pilots’ take down Magnolia Blue Eagles

HANNIBAL - River High rode the
hot shooting of Lady Pilots™ all-Ohio-
an Kelsey Harlan and classmate Tessa
Prim to earn a 74-26 repeat win ovet
Magnolia at the R.L. Potts gym, Mon-

day night.

Harlan led coach Rick Isaly's 11-2
record crew with 26 points. five as
sists and four boards. tncluding 14 in
the opening quarter and 10 in the third
as the Lady Pilots temporarily moved
ahead of Monroe Central in the OVAC

2-A race

the quarter breaks.

Prim backed Harlan with 15 points,
frosh Maci Isaly added 11 points with
seven steals, while sophomore Zoey
Fox had seven points.

Magnolia (0-]13) was led by Aubrey
Warder and Gabby Hudson with eight
and seven points, resgectively.

Wheeling
Monroe Central 57

WOODSFIELD -
River ted 25-7, 41-13 and 65-19 at between Wheeling Central’s Kaitlyn
Blake and Monroe Central's Mayzie
Emery on Monday as the Knights won
out against the Seminoles.

Blake scored 27 and Emery scored
20 to lead their respective teams.

Blake was joined in double figures by
Bella Fitzsimmons with 11 and Haley
Severns with 10. Emery was joined in
double figures by Jadyn Miller with 12
and Jacey English with 10,

entral 62,

It was a duel

Cameron 68, Hundred 40

HUNDRED - The Dragons came
away with a road win over the Hornets
on Monday, helped by a double-double
from All-State center Ashlynn Van Tas-
sell.

Van Tassell scored 22 points and
grabbed 13 rebounds in the win. Kenzie
Clutter scored 12 points, dished four as-
sists and collected four rebounds.

Hundred’s Ashlynn Peters led all
scorers with 26.

Browns’ season crashes in playoffs, but team convinced future bright with Watson

Sunday. the present quickly completed all 14 passes in the

CLEVELAND (AP} — With
a wild-card blowout win se-
cured, Houston's rowdy crowd
let loose. seremading rookie
quarterback C.J. Stroud with
“M-V-P!" chants after his stir-

ring playoff debut.

because of numerous

fractured shoulder in Novem-
ber. plugging holes all season

ries to key players and rolling
behind 38-year-old QB Joe
Flacco over the final month,
ended with a final rush of pain

disappointment.

inju-

“It definitely is

going to take some time.

At some point. the Browns turned to the future,
will look back on this season
of adversity — four (3Bs won
games — with pride. That’s son’s return to the field remains
a little unsure as he continues to
painful.” rehab his right shoulder, coach

Such is life in the NFL.
While the timing of Wal-

second haif to rally the Browns
to a 33-31 road win at AFC
North champion Baltimore.
There would be no more he-
roics. but the Browns are ¢con
vinced more will come from
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Continued from Page B1

It didn’t help that Buckeve began
having troubte hitting {ree throws, and
area the Panthers normally hit better

than 60 percent as i teum,

In the third. the visitors were award-
ed 18 trips to the line as they attacked
the basket off the dribbie.
lem is Buckeye converted only nine of

those.

“If they are going to
opportunities like that,
capitalize on them and

not a winning formula. for

Beth admitted.

McKeever tinished with 14 points
and Pam Kandrach added 12 in the

give
you have to
50 percent is

with 23 points for the Purple, backed

Call.

The prob- overall.

by 13 from Gianna Chirpas, 10 from
Lindse Sidon and eight from Lakyn

Despite the slow start offensively in
both the first and third quarters, Reas-
beck felt positive about the resuits

“This is our second in a row starting
out slow, which was a let down for us

because we built up Thursday’s game

you Ifree
said. "I saw
ond quarter,

Me- pretty good.

sure.”

(against UL) pretty big,” Reasbeck

it coming, but in the sec-
we scored 26 and that’s

“We played pretty well. Buckeye is

8-6 and is in second place in 4A in
the OVAC, and we were up 35 points

before we subbed so I'm not too dis-

all scorers  appointed.”

loss.

Best, meanwhile. led
* Steelers
Continued from Page B1

Rudolph, a longtime

backup, took over for the
injured Kenny Pickett and
the ineffective Mitch Tru-
bisky to lead the Steclers
to three straight wins to
close the regular scason
and was given the play-
off start even after Pickett
recovered from an ankle
injury.

“I'm appreciative  of
the efforts. But it’s not
mystical. We didn't do
what was required 1o win
tonight.” Steelers couch
Mike Tomlin said. noting
that two Steelers turnovers
led to the Bills scoring
14 points. “Can’t come
into an environment like
this with a playoff-cali-
ber team and turn the ball
over like that and expect
to be competitive.”

Asked about his future
in Pittsburgh uftcr com

pleting his 1 7th season —
all of them with a record
of .500 or better — Tom-
lin smirked and walked
awav.

Buffalo had a to wait
an exirn day to host the
Steclers after a dangerous
storm that dumped more
than 2 fcet of snow on the
region., leading the NFL
tor bump the game from its
scheduled Sunday  after-
noon start.

The clements  didn't
play much of a factor.
Though temperatures
were in the teens. the skies
were clear and there was
only a slight breeze blow-
ing in off Lake Erie,

The Steelers came out
tlat.  allowing  Buffalo
to scoie touchdowns on
three of its first five pos-
sessions and build a 21-0
lead on Allen’s electrify-
mg louchdown run mid-

g

o
o0 Cunl
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way through the second
quarter.

Rudolph went 22 of 39
for 229 yards with an in-
terception.

Allen’s 9-yard touch-
down pass to Dawson
Knox capped an 80-yard
opening drive for the
Bills.

After Buffalo line-
backer Terrel Bernard re-
covered receiver George
Pickens’ fumble at the
Pittsburgh 29, Allen
threw a TD pass to Dalton
Kincaid on the next play.

Allen’s touchdown run
came after comerback
Kaiir Elam intercepted
Rudolph’s pass intended
for Diontae Johnson in the
end zone.

The Steelers finally
capitalized on one of the
Bills' few errors of the
half, when coach Sean
McDermott elected to at-
ternpt a 49-yard field goal
into the wind with a little
more than two minutes
left.

Montravius Adams
blocked Tyler Bass' low
kick. The ball squirted
some 20 yards into Bills
territory and was recov-
ered by Nick Herbig at
Buffalo’s 33. The Steel-
ers scored five plays later
on Rudolph’s 10-yard TD
pass to Johnson.

1509 Co. Hwy. 22A Bloomingdale, Ohio 43910
ADULT EDUCATION === Winter 2024 TERM
Course Day Time Wks. Tuition
IPhone/iPad Basics
Feb. 7th-8th Wed./Thurs. 6:00-9:00 p.m. 1 $20.00
(Pending Instructor)
Android
Smartphone/Tablet
Feb. 15th 6:00-9:00 p.m. 1 $ 10.00
Small Engine Repair
an. 25th-Thurs.  6:00-9:00 p.m. 6 $30.00
Basic Auto Mechanics
Jan. 25th-Thurs. 6:00-9:00 p.m. 8 $35.00
Handmade Greeting Cards
fan. 16th-Tues.  6:00-8:30 p.m. 6 FREE
(Supplies $42)
Dance Jan. 25th- Thurs 5:30-7:30 p.m. 5 Free
Beginner Quilting Jan. 16th-Tues.  5:00-8:00 p.m. 8 $35.00
(Plus $10 for Supplies)
Floral Design Jan. 23rd-Tues.  6:00-8:00 p.m. 5 Free
{Dlie Crmnlined
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Prep WRESTLING

Tuesday, Jan. 16
BASKETBALL (BOYS}
Qak Gien at Brooke, 5:45 p.m.
Wheeling Central at Magnolia

Bellaire at Martins Ferry

Cambridge at Union Local

Hundred at Cameron

St. Clairsville at Indian Creek

Monroe Central at Barnesvilie

Bridgeport at Frontier

Paden City at Valley. 6 p.m.
SWIMMING

Indian Creek at Wheeling Park

Sports on TV

Tuesday, Jan. 16
CHL HOCKEY
11:30 a.m.
NHLN — Geneve-Servette at
Lukko Rauma
2p.m.
NHLN — Vitkovice Ridera at
Skelleftea AlK
COLLEGE BASKETBALL
(MEN'S)

6 p.m.
CBSSN — Samford at West-
ern Carolina
6:30 p.m.
FS1 — Butler at Xavier

7 p.m.
ACCN — Wake Forest at NC -

State
ESPN — Florida at Tennessee
ESPN2 — Syracuse at Pitts-
hurgh
SECN — Missouri at Alabama

8 p.m.
CBSSN — Saint Louis at Day-
ton

8:30 p.m.
FS1 — St. John’s at Seton Hall

9 p.m.

ACCN — Georgia Tech at
Clemson
BTN — Wisconsin at Penn St,
ESPN — Kansas at Qklahoma

1.
ESPNU — Georgia at South
Carolina
SECN — Texas A&M at
Arkansas

10 p.m.
CBSSN — UNLV at Boise St.
10:30 p.m.
FS1 — Utah St. at New Mex-
ico
FIELD HOCKEY {WOMEN'S)

6:30 a.m.
CBSSN — Olympic Qualifier:
.S vs. New Zealand, Pool B,
Ranchi, india
NBA BASKETBALL

7:30 p.m.
TNT — Denver at Philadelphia
10 p.m.
TNT - Oklahoma City at LA

Clippers

TENNIS

3am.
ESPN2 ATP/WTA: The
Australian Open, First Round,
Melbourne, Australia

12 p.m.
ESPN2 ATPWTA: The
Australian Open, First Round,
Melbourne, Australia (Taped)

9 p.m.
ESPNZ ATiPMWTA: The
Australian  Open, Second
Round, Melbourne, Australia
3 a.m. (Wednesday}

ESPNZ — ATP/WTA: The Aus-
tralian Open, Second Round,
Melbourne, Australia

Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 13
Houston 45, Cleveland 14
Kansas City 26, Miami 7
Sunday, Jan. 14
Green Bay 48, Dallas 32
Detroit 24, L.A. Rams 23

Pittsburgh at Buffalo, ppd.
to Jan. 15
Monday, Jan. 15
Buffalo 31, Pittsburgh 17
Tampa Bay 32, Philadel-
phia 9 {ESPN/ABC)
Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, .Jan. 20
Houston at Baltimore, 4:30
p.m. {ESPN/ABC)
Green Bay at San Francis-
co, 8 p.m. {FOX}
Sunday, Jan. 21
Tampa Bay at Detroit, 3
p.m. {(NBC/Peacock}
Kansas City at Buffalo, 6:30
p.m. (CBS/Paramount)
Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 28
AFC
AFC lowest remaining seed
at AFC highest remaining
seed, 3 p.m. (CBS}
NFC

NFC lowest remaining seed
at NFC highest remaining
seed, 6:30 p.m. (FOX}

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 11

At Las Vegas
T8BD, 6:30 p.m. {CBS}

NBA

Monday's Games
Philadelphia 124, Houston 115
Dallas 125, New Orleans 120
Detroit 129, Washington 117
Orlando 98, New York 94
Atlanta 109, San Antonio 99
Memphis 116, Golden State
107
Cleveland 109, Chicago 91
Boston 105, Toronto 96
Miami 96, Brooklyn 95, OT
Indiana at Utah, late
IOkiahoma City at L.A. Lakers,
ate

Tuesday’'s Games
Denver at Philadelphia, 7:30
p.m.

Sacramento at Phoenix, 9

p.m.
Qklahoma City at L.A. Clip-
pers, 10 p.m.

NHL

Monday’'s Games
Buffalo 3, San Jose 0
Pittsburgh 3, Seattie 0
Columbus 4, Vancouver 3, SO
Boston 3, New Jersey 0
Anaheim 5, Florida 4, OT
Los Angeles 5, Carolina 2
Vegas 4, Nashville 1
Minnesota 5, N.Y. islanders 0
Montreal 4, Colorado 3
Philadelphia 4, St. Louis 2

Tuesday’'s Games
Anaheim at Washington, 7
p.m.

Colorado at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
Seattle at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at Dallas, 8 p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Winnipeg, 8

p.m.
San Jose at Chicage, 8:30 p.m.
Arizona at Calgary, 9 p.m.

Prep BoXSCORES

GIRLS
Bellaire 50, Shadyside 36
SHADYSIDE {36) - Zdunczyk
0 0-2 0; Tsoras 6§ 0-0 12; Boltz
0 0-2 0; Hendershot 8 0-0 19;
Faulkner 1 0-0 3; 15 0-4 36.
BELLAIRE {50) - Ault 4 0-0 10;
Harveth 7 1-3 17; Mason 5 0-1
10; O'Grady 2 7-911; Roswon
0 2-2 2; Hines 0 0-2 0; Totals:
18 10-17 50
Three-point goals: Shadyside
6 {Henderdshot 5, Faulkner}).
Bellaire 4 (Auit 2, Harveth 2}
Wheeling Central 62,
Monroe Central 57
WHEELING CENTRAL 1(62)
- Severns 4 2-4 10; Fitzsim-
mons 4 1-2 11; Payton 2 4-6 8;
Ratcliffe 2 0-0 6; Blake 10 7-9
27; Totals 22 14-21 62. MON-
ROE CENTRAL (57} - Emery 6
3-4 20; English 3 2-3 10; Miller
5 0-0 12; McFredrick 0 1-2 1;
McGarry 1 0-2 2; Bettinger 4
0-0 9; Smitley 1 0-0 3; Totals
20 5-10 57.
Three-point goals: Wheeling
Central 4 {Fitzsimmons 2, Rat-
cliffe 2}). Monroe 11 (Emery 5,
English 2, Miller 2, Bettinger,
Smitley).

River 74 Magnolia 26
RIVER (74) - Hobbs 3 0-0 6,
Harftan 11 0-0 26; Reed 1 0-0
2; Isaly 4 2-2 11; Hagan 2 0-0
5; Jones 10-0 2; Prim 7 1-1 15;
Fox 2 1-3 7; Kilburn 0 0-0 0.
Totals 31 4-6 74. MAGNOLIA
(26) - A.Tamborella 0, 0-2 0;
Hinkle 0, 1-2 1; M.Tamborella
1,00 2; Nice 0, 0-0 0; Hudson
3, 1-2 7; Warder 3 2-2 8; Ren
ner 0 2-3 2; Delaney 3 0-0 6.
Totals 10 6-11 26.
Three-point goals: River 7
(Harlan 4, Fox 2, Isaly 1).

Martins Ferry 66,
Ruckoavn | nral 42

4; Short 2 2-2 6; Carmalt 0 0-0
0; Stock 0 2-2 2; Roset 11-2 3;
Dombroski 0 0-0 0; Colabelli 0
0-0 0; Westfall 0 0-0 0; Totals:
14 14-25 42. MARTINS FER-
RY {66} -~ Lude 1 1-2 4; Chir-
pas 5 3-3 13; Sidon 3 2-2 10;
Best 7 7-10 23; M. Lucas 0 0-0
0; Koller 1 0-0 2; Call 3 0-0 8;
Reese 0 2-2 2; Smith 1 0-0 3;
Smith 1 0-0 3; Clark 0 0-0 Q;
Brandon 0 0-0 0; Shreve 0 0-0
0; Cole 0 0-0 0; G.Lucas 0 1-2
1; Hughes 0 0-0 0; Totals: 21
16-21 66.

Cameron 68, Hundred 40
CAMERON (68} - Clutter 6 -1
12; Bertram 2 1-2 5; Thomas 1
0-0 2; Schrack 2 0-0 4; Francis
0 0-0 0; E. Dobbs 2 0-0 6; A.
Dobbs 0 0-0 0; Neely 5 0-0 10;
Littleton 2 0-0 5; Van Tasssell
11 0-0 22; Shabdire 1 0-0 2;
32 1-3 68. HUNDRED (40} -
Peters 9 5-6 26; Dean 2 0-0 4;
Zarco 0 0-00; Goddard 10-0 2;
Shreve 1 0-0 2; Larue 1 0-0 2;
Burdire 1 0-0 2; Wade 1 0-0 2;
Totals 16 5-6 40.

Three-point goals: Cameron
3 (E. Dobbs 2, Littleton}. Hun-
dred 3 (Peters 3).

BOYS

Linsly 90, Brooke 60

BROOKE {60} - Yost 0 0-0 G; L.
Toepfer 10 12-14 34; P. Toep-
fer 1 4-5 6; Milam 5 0-0 14;
Kimball 0 0-0 0; Urso 0 0-0 O;
McKennen 0 0-0 0; Murdock 1
0-0 2; Sagan 10-0 2; Provenza-
no 10-0 2; Totals 19 16-19 60,
LINSLY (90} ~ Petrusic 2 2-2 6;
Taylor 6 3-4 15; Kecman 2 0-0
5, Goodwin 9 3-4 25; Lubowa
2 0-0 4; Vaysbakh 4 0-0 11;
Murray 3 1-1 8; Salazar 1 0-0
2; Custovic 2 0-0 4; Gill 2 0-0
g;'_\Farin 10-0 3; Totals 35 9-11

The top 12 seeded wrestiers
in each weight class for Thurs-
day's 70th annual OVAC Ron
Mauck Wrestling Champion-
ships are WesBanco Arena in
downtown Wheeling are as
follows:

106-1. Pepper Martin (Univ);
2. Justice Fisher {BvL); 3. Kyie
Ingram {EL); 4, Joseph Rea
(Brk); 5. Nathan Pasco {OG);
6. Easton Stephen {Barn}); 7.
Brody Smith (Cam}; 8. Cole
Rogers {UL); 9. Austin Harsh-
barger {SL); 10. Taven Mayo
{Lin}; 11. Carson Bishop (StC};
12. Jesse Pemberton (Cald);
alt-Andrew Alberts (HC)

113-1. Jonathan Huntsman
{Barn); 2. Kaden Nieman
{Univ}; 3. Aiden Anderson

{OG); 4. Tristen Eckles (EL}; 5.
Gavin Bolock {UL}; 6. Wyatt
Hostutler {Weir); 7. Cole Smith
{PS); 8. Cole Harvey {Steub);
9. Brock Pendleton {IC); 10
Robert Weekley (Bpt); 11.
Silas Simpson (MF); 12. Wil-
liam Jenkins (WL); alt-Hayden
Bonar (JM)

120-1. Logan Davis {0G);
2. Tristen Rossiter (Shen);
3. Mackiah Claudio (PS): 4
Brodie Emery (University); 5.
Jase Mahoney {(MF); 6. Brax
ton Birch (WC), 7. Chris War-
rick (BvL); 8. Kasyn Berkey
(Steub); 9. Aydan Andrews
(Barn}; 10. Grant Vasey (Bell);
11. Bayton Rose {(Camb};
12. Logan Pittman (ED); alt-
Prerston Chandler (Caid}
126-1. Zander Ward (JM);
2. Colton Giliespie {Univ); 3.
Noah Keen (Camb); 4. Landon
Burdine (Brk); 5. Colt Carpen-
ter {Barn); 6. Carter Duncil
{(WP); 7. Wyatt Wolanski {OG);
8. Dorian Haddad {Steub); 9.
Ethaniel Harlan (Mag); 10.
Reme Fairbanks (WL}, 11.
Aaydin King (PS); 12. Kayden
Danver (EL); alt-Davyn Kunkle
{Shen)

132-1. Robert Buccheit (BvlL);
2. Carter Pauley ({(Univ); 3.
Hayden Lamb (QOG); 4. Carter
Adkins {JM): 5. Charlie Ab-
bott {Steub); 6. Jordan Noble
{Bpt); 7. Lucca Troullos {Lin};
8. Keenan Lucey {MF}); 9. lan
Starkey {IC); 10. Andrew Cox
{HCk 11. Delbert Van Tas-
sell (Cam); 12. James Palmer
{Bealls); alt-Evan Yohman
{ED)

138-1. Dakota King {Barn); 2.
Cal Beadling (Steub); 3. Slaton
Pettit (Cam}; 4. Marshall Laish-
ley {Camb); 5. David DeFelice
{Weir}); 6. Caiden Cooley (ED);
7. Conner Graser (Univ); 8
Coleton Hill {PS}: 9. Anthony
Noble (Bpt); 10. Kaden Hard-
ing (JMJ; 11. Logan Graham
{OG}); 12. Alex Ney {Bell); alt-
Darshan Howard {StC)

144-1. Cooper Smith {Steubl;
2. Nathan Murphy (PS); 3. Kar-
son Milhoan (Barn); 4. Clayton
Myers {Camn); 5. Jack Lowe
{WP}; 6. Shawn Young (Weir);
7. Evan Ours (BvL); 8. Gunnar

Gossett (UL); 9. Max Vitale
(Univk, 10. Marshall Crow
(WC);, 11. Caden McGrath

(Tor); 12. Kaden Archer (MF);
alt-Andrew Osman {Shady)
150-1. Reese Stephen (Barn});
2. Brody Saccoccia (Steub}; 3
Makiya Powell (PS): 4. Rider
Ludrosky {(Univ); 5. Michael
Heath {OG); 6. Noah White
(WP}, 7. Josh Gilliam (SL);
8. Gage Scott (Mag); 9. Gra-
ham Campbell (Bell}; 10. Jay-
dern Shaw (EL); 11. Richard
Welshanns (MF); 12. Ricky
Sinsel (ED); alt-Gavin Resor
{Camb)

157-1. Skyler King {Barn); 2.
Savier Faulks (Steub); 3. Bro-
dy Perzanowski {(UL);, 4. Da-
mon Stansbury (EL); 5. Griffen
Kernik {Lin); 6. Anthony Baldo
(JM); 7. Jay McKenzie {Univl
8. Gavin Pownall (iC} 9. Ryan
Chafins (BvL); 10. Shayden Fo-
gle {MF); 11. Eli Tedrow (WC);
12. Keith Doyle (PS); alt-Con-
nor Dyer (Mag)

165-1. Luca Felix (Univ}); 2
Ayden King {(Barn}); 3. Ethan
Llewllyn (lC); 4. Justin Cox
{BvL); 5. Cole Middieton {PS);
6. Hunter Bittinger (HC}); 7. Na-
thaniel Berhalter {Lin); 8. An-
drew Leiffer (MF) 9. Landon
Crosier (Steub), 10. Wyatt
Brady (WC); 11. Drake Bous-
cher {Tor); 12. Aaron Lara (EL);
alt-Dom:nick Smith {Mtwn)
176-1. Gage Wright {PS); 2
Jameson Maynard (WP); 3.
Klypsan Wallace (Cam); 4.
Aden Strahler (WLi: 5. Emer
son Murphy (Univ}; 6. Hines
Ford (Barn); 7. Gavin Moore
(Brk); 8. Denvar Nelsen {BL): 9.
Dustin Sanner (WC}; 10. Mathi-
as Kesselring {FF); 11. Andyn
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a Talented Turnout Awaits Packed OVACs

Photo by Kim North

New OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestiing Tournament Director Shane Shaf-
fer, left, confers with former director Dr. Dan Doyle during Monday
night's OVAC Wrestling Press Conference inside WesBanco Arena.
The 70th annual begins Thursday night at 6 with the Olympic-style
opening ceremonies. The championship finals are set for 3:30 p.m. 4n gurstanding job.” first-year

Saturday.
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400+ Wrestlers Set To Start Competition Thursday

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING - The 70th an-
nual OVAC Ron Mauck Wres-
tiing Tournament will take
over the main floor inside Wes-
Banco Arena for a three-day
stay starting Thursday night.
The Olympic-style opening
ceremonies kick things off at 6.

According to tournament
officials. 423 wrestlers from
42 schools will take to the
eight mats and some 8350
bouts will be contested before
the final buzzer sounds fol-
lowing Saturday afternoon’s
14 championship maiches,
which will begin at approx-
imately 3:30 p.m. Matches
for third- and fifth-places will
also be held simultaneously.

“The seeding committee did

tournament director Shane
Shaffer said during Mon
day night's press conference
where the brackets and top
12 seeds in each weight class
were revealed.

“I can’t ever remember
there being nine returning
champions in one year,” said
Shaffer, who competed in
the event during his days at
Wheeling Park and coached in
it while at Bellaire. “That is an
unbelievable number.”

Bamesville has four of the
defending champions and they
all received No. { seeds in
their respective weight classes.
Leading the way is two-time
titlist and Ohio State Universi-
ty signee Dakota King (138).
He is joined by one-time
champs Johnathan Huntsman
{113). Reese Stephen (150)

and Ayden King (157).

The Shamrocks have
overall sceds.

“Everybody knows what
type of team we have this
year. but secds aren’t every-
thing,” veteran Barnesville
head coach Jaysdon Stephen
allowed. “The guys still have
to go out and perform. Just
because you're the No. | seed
doesn’t guaraniee you're go-
ing to make the finals.

“The other guys who are
seeded need to win a few
matches and the kids that didn’t
get seeded are just as import-
ant because they need to battle
through the consolation rounds
and pick up points. Last year
we had seven placers and four
champions and it still wasn’t
enough to win the overall title.”
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Linsly Storms Past
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Brooke's Layton Toepfer soars in for a layup attempt with Linsly's D'arrae Goodwin in hot pursuit Monday
during the Bruins’ visit to the Cadets in the finale of the second annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day Classic.
Toepler scored 34 points while Goodwin scored 25 in the contest.

By NICK HENTHORN
Sports Editor

WHEELING - A day of bas-
ketball at the Stifel Field House
for Monday's second annual Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day Classic
capped itself off with the host
Linsly Cadets. entering the season
undefeated at 12-0. taking on the
Brooke Bruins. a team looking to
pick up steam after getting pieces
back from injury.

While Brooke's Layton Toep-
fer and Linsly’s D*arrae Goodwin
dueled for the game-high. Good-
win scoring 25 while Toepfer fin-
ished with 34, it was the Cadets’
scoring depth which made the
difference Monday - a substantial
differcnce - in a 90-60 victory for
Linsly.

Toepfer started the game’s
scoring with a fadeaway jumper
from the short corner, and Lins-
ly’s Luka Kecman snatched the
lead with a 3-pointer not long af-
ter.

2-0 turned out to be the only

lead Brocke would hold through-
out Monday, with Linsly’s white-
hot offense shooting 57.1% from
the floor and Cadet sharpshooters
hitting 11 3-pointers, four off the
hands of Goodwin.

“We sort of figured they’d
play a zone,” Linsly head coach
Dave Woijcik said. “They played
a zone the whole game, and we're
pretty good against a zone. We
moved the ball, we can shoot the
ball pretty well and you saw that
tonight. I just like the way we
shared the ball and were able to
get open shots for others. that’s
the big thing.”

The Cadets moved the ball
around the perimeter against the
Bruins’ zone defense, dishing 17
assists as a team, nine different
Linsly players tallying at least one
helper.

Goodwin's second 3-pointer
of the game ended quarter one
with Linsly ahead 23-12. The
Cadet lead would drop to no
more than eight during the sec-

ond half, Brooke moving within
single-digits for a spurt in the
middle portion of the quarter

with Layton Toepfer setting up at |

the free throw line to chip away
at the Linsly lead. Toepfer shot
12-14 from the foul line on the
day.

“Layton Toepfer, excellent
game, over 30 points.” Brooke
head coach Adam Shinsky said.

“We executed. we kept the floor |

spread, we scored. but when
they're running nine. 10, 11 guys
deep who can score, it’s a differ-
ent animal. They're a great team,
they're 13-0 for a reason and I
think that’s the third or fourth un-
defeated team we've played this
season.”

Brooke had previously faced
Monroe Central. stil] undefeated,
and Wheeling Park. who were un-
defeated when they played. The
Bruins have also faced Morgan-
town in a gruchng slate.

Please see LINSLY, Page 10

AP Photo

Buffalo Bills head coach Sean McDermott, left, and
Pittsburgh Steelers head coach Mike Tomiin meet at
mid field after an NFL wild-card playoff football game,
Monday, Jan. 15, 2024, in Buffalo, N.Y.

Another Early Playoff
Exit For Pittsburgh
Steelers In Loss vs. Bills

ORCHARD PARK.
N.Y.(AP) — Mike Tomlin
and the Pittsburgh Steelers
are in a frustratingly famjl-
iar position.

Unable to overcome
early mistakes and the ab-
sence of star pass rusher
T.J. Wattina 31-17 loss to
the Buffalo Bills on Mon-
day night, the Steelers have
gone seven years since last
winning a playoff game.

The franchise played in
its NFL-leading 63rd play
off game since 1970 and is
accustomed to contending
for Super Bowl champion-
ships. But the Steelers (10
8) finished one-and-done
for a fourth consecutive
postseason appearance.

Not even Mother Na-
ture’s role in pushing back
the game’s start a day
after a lake-effect storm
dropped more than 2 feet

i of snow on the Buffalo re-

gion could prevent another

early exit.

“I appreciate the efforts
of the guys in there.” Tom-
lin said. “But efforts don’t
get it done.”

Mason Rudolph's ef
forts helped the Steelers
win their final three reg-
ular-season  games and
claim the seventh seed in
the AFC playoffs. But the
backup quarterback strug-
gled in his first postseason
appearance in an outing
during which the wintry
elements hardly played a
factor.

Rudolph. who didn’t
turn the ball over in the
regular season. was 1n-
tercepted in the cnd zone
by Kaiir Elam carly in the
second quarter. That led to
his Bills counterpart Josh
Allen scoring on a 52-
yard run that put the Steel-
ers in a 21-0 hole.

Please see STEELERS,
Page 10

Mountaineers Savina All The Right Things After Snapping Losing Streak
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a NFC divisionai round
matchup on the road next
Sunday against the De-
troit Lions (13-5), ancth-
erteam — like the Eagles
— that stymied Mavfield
during the regular season,
“We've fought so hard
to Eet to this point. te get
a chance to be in the play-
offs.” Mayfield said. ~“I'm
so proud of this team to-
night. the way we came
out and started last. I'm
so proud. We wanted 10
give ourselves a chance
and now we did just that.
“We can play Dbetier
than we did tonight. But
it’s on to the next one and
we're on to Detroil.”
David Moore scored on
a 44-yard reception in the

Pray i owild i 1ouia
team in less than two years,
completed 22 of 36 passes
without an interception.
He capped his first playoff
appearance since the 2020
season with a 23-yard TD
pass to Chris Godwin.
Mayficld said the com-
munication by the offense
throughout  the week
made things feel comfort-
abie during the game,
“Everyvbody was on the
same page. knowing what
we 'were going to do of-
fensively. schematically.”
Mavfield said. “Came out
and attacked. Obviously,
zot 10 make a few more
lays overall on offense,
ut we made more than
enough to win tonight.”™
It was a disappointing

PN AV ) g v _ycuuo ald VL
TD before being replaced
by backup Marcus Mariota
in the final minute.

The Bucs, who lost to
the Lions 20-6 in Week
6, re%lrouped followinF a
stretch in which they lost
six of seven games to go
5-1 over the last six weeks
of the regular season to
win their third straight
NFC South title and clinch
a franchise-record fourth
consecutive playoff berth.

The Eagles entered
Monday night looking for
a solution 1o what ailed
them during a stunning
about-face that saw them
go 1-5 down the stretch af-
ter a 10-1 start to the sea-
son that included a domi-
nant 14-point victory over

ad I¥A1l.auezaianlg

kicked field goals of 28,
54 and 48 yards, the latter
extending Tampa Bay’s
lead to 16-3 late in the sec-
ond quarter. The Eagles cut
into their deficit with Hurts
using a 55-yard comple-
tion to DeVonta Smith to
set up a S-yard scoring
pass to Dallas Goedert.

The score remained 16-
9. though. Philadelphia
coach Nick Sirianni took
Jake Elliott’s conversion
kick off the board after
the Bucs were penalized
for offsides. The Eagles
lined up to go for 2 points
from the 1-yard line, but
Tampa Bay stopped Hurts
for no gain.

Smith finished with eight
receptions for 148 yards.

Hilltopper Football Places Two D-ll All-Americans

BROOKFIELD. |

ognition for West Liberty
sity.

In 2023 Harvev was named 10
the All-MEC First Team. marking
the first all-confcrence selection
of his career. Not only was he one
of the top wide outs in the Moun-

tain East Conference. but
NCAA Division Ii.

. He led the conference in receiv-
ing yards per game (971.1) and to-

tal receiving yards (971),

eighth and 15th nationally in those

categories.

He was also second in the fcague
in receptions per game (7.1) and

receiving touchdowns (d).

eighth and 28th respectively in DIL
Harvey recorded {0 or more re-
ceiving vards on five oocasions, in-

T
Hansen Football Committee re-
leased their 2023 NCAA Division
II Football All-America tcams on
Monday afternoon with Rashawn
Harvey and Cam Rice gaining rec-

he Don

the season.
Univer-

(D2CCA) and

also 1n

er of the Week.
ranking

ranking

cluding a career-high of 169 yards
in the season-opener at Walsh. He
scored touchdowns in the first six
games of the season and tallied two
in each of the first two contests of

This season Rice was named to
the D2Football.com Elite 100, was
a Cliff Harris Award finalist, Har-
lon Hill Trophy nominee, named
All-Super Region 1 Second Team

Team. carned three MEC Defen-
stve Player of the Week accolades,
and was once named the D2Foot- 'y
ball.com National Defensive Play-

While totaling 58.0 tackles on
the year he also made his presence
known in the backfield all season
long as he notched 23.5 tackles-
for-loss and 9.0 sacks.

[n addition, he forced four fum-
bles. blocked two kicks. and inter-
cepted two passes, returning both
picks for touchdowns in the season

finale against Wheeling.

Rice ended the year ranked first
nationally in tackles-for-loss per
game (2.4), third in total tackles-
for-loss, tied for fourth in total

forced fumbles, tied for fifth in

All-MEC First

ear.

forced fumbles per game (0.40),
tied for tenth in sacks per game
(0.90), tied for 16th in blocked
kicks. and tied for 20th in the
country in total sacks.

He posted career-highs of 10.0
tackies, 4.5 tackles-for-loss (three
times). and 3.0 sacks during the

The Don Hansen team carries

out the legacy of long-time small

college

Hansen,
75 on August 29, 2010.

Hansen. from Brookfield, Iili-
nois, started and published Don
Hansen’s National Weekly Football
Gazette for three decades. selecting
NCAA Division I All-America
teams for the first time in 1988.

football advocate Don
who passed away at age

River Blows By Magnolia; Central Picks Up Road Win

HANNIBAL - Riv-
er High rode ithe hot
shooting of Lady Prias
all-Ohioan Kelsey Harlan
and classmate Tessa Prim
to earn a 74-26 repeat
win over Magnolia at the
R.L. Potts gym. Monday
night.

Harlan led coach Rick
Isaly’s 11-2 record crew
with 26 points. five as-
sists and four boards. in-
cluding 14 in the open-
ing quarter and |0 1n the
third as the Ladyv Pilots
temporarily moved ahcad
of Monroe Central in the

OVAC 2-A race

River led 25-7. 41-13
ana 03-19 at the quarter
breaks.

Prim backed Har-
lun with 15 points, fro-
sh Muaci Isaly added 11
points with seven steals.
while sophomore Zoey
Fox had seven points.

Magnolia (0-13) was
led by Aubrey Warder
and Gabby Hudson with
cight and seven points,
respectively.

Wheeling Central 62,

Monroe Central 57

WOODSFIELD

It was a duel between
Wheeling Central’s Kait-
lyn Blake and Monroe
Central’s Mayzie Emery
on Monday as the Knights
won out against the Sem-
inoles.

Blake scored 27 and
Emery scored 20 to lead
their respective teams.

Blake was joined in
double figures by Bel-
la Fitzsimmons with 11
and Haley Severns with
10. Emery was joined in
double figures by Jadyn
Miiler with 12 and Jacey
English with 10,

Cameron 68,
Hundred 40

HUNDRED The
Dragons came away with
a road win over the Hor-
nets on Monday, helped
by a double-double from
All-State center Ashlynn
Van Tassell.

Van Tassell scored 22
points and grabbed 13 re-
bounds in the win. Kenzie
Clutter scored [2 points,
dished four assists and
collected four rebounds.

Hundred’s  Ashlynn
Peters led all scorers with
26.

STEELERS

{Continued from Page

And Buffalo’s sccond
touchdown of the first
quarter came onc play
after Steelers receiver
George Pickens fumbled
in Pittsburgh territory.

“We spotted them curfy
in the football game via
the turnovers.,” Tomlin
said. “Can’t come into
an environment like this
with a playoff-caliber
team and turn the ball
over like that and expect
to be competitive.”

Meanwhile, Pitts-
burgh’s defense without
Watt could not come up
with any takeaways in
dropping to 1-11 when
the three-time Afl-Pro and
the 2021 Defensive Play-
er of the Year is sideltned.
The Steelers also had un-
characteristic missed sev-
eral tackles, including on
Allen’s scoring run. and a
touchdown pass to Khulil
Shakir in the fourth quar-
ter.

“In that type of ganme.
you've got to gct turn-
overs. and you've got o
hold onto the ball.” Steel-
ers defensive tackle Cam-

]
eron Heyward said.

Pittsburgh mounted a
rally after Montravious
Adams  blocked a 49-
vard field goal attempt
by Builalo’s Tyler Bass
late in the second quarter.
Rudolph capped a five-
play. 33-yard drive with a
10-yard touchdown pass
to Diontac Johnson with
1:39 left in the half.

Pittsburgh would pro-
ceed to score on three
straight  possessions  in
cutting Buffalo’s lead to
24-17 on Calvin Austin’s
7-vard touchdown catch
with 10:32 remaining.

But the comeback bid
unraveled  some  four
minutes later when Sha-
ki shook off Pittsburgh
cornerback Minkah Fitz-
patrick and ecluded the
rest of the Steelers’ sec-
ondary for a touchdown
that eventually sealed the
came.

“When we got it down
10 seven points, T thought
we were going to make a
run.” Heyward said. ™It
comes back to the de-
fense. We got some pen-

alties that kept the drive
alive. And we didn’t get
off the field, and a missed
tackle led to a touch-
down.”

In their past five playoff
losses, beginning with the
2016 AFC championship
game. the Steelers have
been outscored 202-134
and allowed 31 or more
points in each loss.

This season, the Steel-
ers responded from a
three-game losing skid
to win three in a row and
finish with a .500 or bet-
ter record for the 17th
consecutive season under
Tomlin.

But having finished a
season behind AFC North
rivals in Baltimore and
Cleveland, and confer-
ence rivals such as Buf-
falo, the Steelers enter an
offseason of uncertainty.

Tomlin walked off the
podium when asked about
his status with one year
remaining on his contract.

“Every player in there

wouldn’t be anything
without Mike T,” said
Heyward, a defensive

captain. “This group
would not function to
even get to a playoff
berth without Mike T. ... I
wouldn’t want to play for
any other coach.”

Rudolph could not say
whether he will be back
with the Steelers after six
seasons.

The 34-year-old Hey-
ward said he needs to
focus on getting healthy
after battling groin inju-
ries in his 13th season.
He grew emotional when
talking about restoring
the Super Bowl standard
the Steelers established
when Heyward entered
the NFL.

“That’s the thing that
bugs me the most at
night, not having an op-
portunity to have a Super
Bowl,” Heyward said.
“Seeing the culture and
the tradition here. Ev-
ery man should feel that
way.

“It stings to be out of
the playoffs, to not have
a chance to continue to
move on and I'm not

| Uniglobe Cruise Night || sw
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ready to give that up.”
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“I’m just trying to win the
ball game. I never play for
my stats, It’s hard to play
as a team when you have
guys playing for stats.
You are trying to win so
whatever | see out there,
I'm just trying to make
the best read I can make.

“If I'm a point guard,
I just try to find the open
guy,” he said. “Today
they played that way and
Pat happened to be more
open and Pat did an amaz-
ing job of putting the ball
on the rim.”

And finally, there was
Suemnick, taking a mo-
ment to offer up what
has been behind his surge
when finally getting a

OVACs

Taaww v ar- e matemamasaw ees

Suemnick paid homage to
his former coach.

“l came here under
Huggs. that toughness,
that physicality. Like I
said before the season,
that’s something I hope
to try to inspire our guys
with and to keep that de-
fensive mentality up,” he
said.

He got the word across
Saturday and now must
take it on the road with
him to Okiahoma on
Wednesday night to face
a Socner team that was
ranked as high as No. 9
but who now owns two
straight tough road loss-
es and can’t want to get
home.

(Continued from Page 9)

The Shamrocks (200.5)
placed fourth overall a
year ago behind W.Va.
Class AAA powers Park-
ersburg South (242.5),
University (214) and
Wheeling Park (201.5).

The Hawks had all 14
of their wrestlers grab
a seed, but head coach
Ken Maisel, like Stephen,
knows they are just num-
bers.

“Barnesville, Park-
ersburg South and Steu-
benville all have good
teams,” he noted. “It all
comes down to the kids
going out and perform-
ing.”

University returns two
champions in Luca Fe-
lix (175) and Brock Ke-
hier (285). Others are
Oak Glen’s Logan Davis
(120); Beaver Local’s
Robert Buccheit (132)
and Wheeling Park’s Jas-
meson Maynard (175).
All received the top seed
with the exception of
Maynard who is No. 2 be-
hind Parkersburg South'’s
Gage Wright, who is
ranked No. 1 nationally.

Wright was a top seed
last year but didn’t com-
pete due to a foot injury.

Steubenville had 10 to-
tal seeds. with one No. 1
in Cooper Smith (144).

“Things went about as
we expected,” Steuben-
ville head coach Ryan

Huffman said. “We've
had some success this
year, but the kids have to
go out and wrestle to the
best of their ability.”
Also receiving top
billing in their weight
classes were Universi-
ty’s Pepper Martin (106):
John Marshall’s Zander
Ward (126): Parkers-
burg South’s Brycen Ar-
thur (190); and Harrison
Central’s Lucas Thomas

(215).
Barnesville has
claimed four straight

Class 3A titles, while
Cameron is a two-time
Class 1 A/2 A titlist. Park-
ersburg South has won
10 overall titles in the 13
years since it joined the
conference.  Wheeling
Park (2022), Beaver Lo-
cal (2019-4A)and Steu-
benville (2013-4A).
The Wood County Patri-
ots have won the Class
5A crown every year
since 20120. OGak Glen
and Indian Creek tied for
the Class 4A crown last
year.

There was no tourna-
ment held in 2021 due to
COVID. The conference
went to five divisions in
2012.

Several distinguished
awards will be handed out
Thursday through Satur-
day, including the presti-
gious Mr. Mat.

LINSLY

(Continued from Page 9)

“We’ve played a bru-
tal schedule,” Shinsky
said. *“This was our
fourth game with our full
starting lineup, we’ve
had some injuries and
some sickness, but it’s
only going to get better
for us, that’'s why we
schedule these games, to
be prepared for the long
haul.”

Linsly did their damage
with 12 different players
working their way into
the scoring column. Will
Taylor followed Good-
win with 15 points, also
tallying three rebounds,
two assists, a steal and a
biock. Jonah Vaysbakh
scored 11 points, making
three 3’s. Jaxon Murray
scored eight points and
tailied three assists. Uros
Petrusic scored six points
and grabbed six rebounds
and a block.

Goodwin led the team
in scoring and rebound-
ing, finishing with seven
boards along with two as-
sists and two steals.

For the visiting Bruins,
Toepfer’s 34 points and
five rebounds was com-
plemented by 14 points
from Garrett Milam, who

ranl fAane 2 maintare and

Linsly. “They're a very
talented team. a very deep
team. We competed at
spots. Our main goal be-
fore the game. we told our
guys it’s a waste of our
time to be here if we're
not going to sprint back
on defense. We scouted
them a couple weeks ago.
they had 17 dunks in the
first half.

“We did sprint back on
D, but, if you're going
to win against Linsly, or
just stay in the game with
them, you've got to play
near-petfect.”

Linsly did not turn the
Bruins over at a prolific
rate, but did force a low
shooting percentage, 40.3
percent. They also domi
nated the glass, grabbing
33 rebounds to Brooke's
19.

“We just played a half-
court, man defense, and
tried to keep our man in
front of us,” Wojcik said.
“The Toepfer boy. Lay-
ton did a heck of a job
of finishing and getting
to the free throw line,
got to give him credit on
that, but overall I think
our guys did a good job
of challenging shots and
maling it Aiffienit ™
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New Coaches, New Program Introduced
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be making their OVAC debut. Not pictured are Brian Bullock (Dover) and Garrett Davis (Marietta).
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Meeting

Photo by Kim North
There will be five new coaches and oene new program when the 70th annual OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling
Tournament begins on Jan.18-20 inside WesBanco Arena. Three of the new coaches are pictured. From left
are Derek Martin, Cameron; Justin Rossiter, Shenandoah; and Andrew Jackson, Frontier. The Cougars will
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By BOB HERTZEL
WYV News
MORGANTOWN

1 West Virginia head coach Neal Brown speaks with
his team during the second half of their game against
BYU on Saturday, Nov. 4, 2023, in Morgantown,
W.Va. West Virginia won 37-7.

Brown, Mountaineers On
“Quest To Be At Our Best”

AP Photo

wasn't being made as if on
an ATV speeding up the
side of that mountain. In-

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

The number of teams that will
participate in the 70th annu-
al OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling
Tournament in January has in-
creased to 43 with the addition of
Frontier.

The announcement was made
Monday night inside the lobby at
WesBanco Arena where the pre-
season press conference was heid.
All but three of the schools were
represented.

“Be happy and be proud of this
tournament.” OVAC Executive
Director Dirk Decoy told those
in attendance. “This is one of the
OVAC's crown jewels and we're
proud of it.”

The three-day event gets under-
way on Thursday. Jan. 18 with

the Olympic-style opening cer-
emonies and concludes on Sat..
Jan. 20 with the championship
finals.

Andrew Jackson is the new
coach at Frontier and he is excited
to get going.

“I'm a transplant 1o the area and
my son came to live with me last
year during his freshman year,”
Jackson said. “The only sport he
is involved in is wrestling, so |
started asking questions about
what we needed to do to make this
happen.”

Jackson said the Cougars were
a “club sport” in 2022-23 but the
wrestlers weren't eligible for post-
season action.

“We currently have 20 high
school kids and a couple of mid-
dle school kids,” Jackson ex-

plained. “We've also got about
20 kids in our youth program, as
well.”

As for his goals, Jackson would
like to see the kids have a chance
to go to the state tournament,” he
stressed.

“[ wanted to give the kids that
opportunity. We need to coach
the kids the right way and make
sure they are developing the right
way.”

The only costs involved were the
purchase of a mat and some sin-
glets

“It was easy to sell to the school
board at that point.” he noted.

Other new coaches include Der-
ek Martin (Cameren), Justin Ros-
siter (Shenandoah). Brian Buliock
{Dover) and Garrett Davis (Mari-
etta).

He came to town five
years asking the West
Virginia fans to “trust the
climb” and they eagerly
agreed to do so, neither
of them realizing just how
difficult it would be as the
game of college football
changed around them.

At the start it was a
catchy motto, “Trust
the climb”, but with
COVID-19and NIL and a
transfer portal and an ex-
panding league that was
part of revising the entire
college landscape, the hill
became a mountain.

That  should  have
pleased a school and team
with the nickname “Moun-
taineers”, but that climb

stead, it was a snail climb-
ing Mount Everest and the
natives got restless.

This seemed as though
it would be the final vear.
picked 14th and last in the
new-look Big 12, but Neal
Brown turned that presea-
son media prediction into a
fuel for the fire that would
glow hot from within the
Puskar Center as West Vir-
ginia overcame an opening
loss to Penn State, a nation
al contender. to a team that
was one Hail Mary pass
away from heading for
Oklahoma this week at 7-2
instead of 6-3 and as a one-
loss team in the Big 12.

Please see QUEST, Page 10

MVP, Cy Young

Finalists Released|

Winners To Be Announced Next Week [#

NEW YORK (AP} —
Two-way superstar Sho-
hei OQhtani 1s a finalist
for the AL MVP award,
along with teammates
Corey Seager and Mar-
cus Semien of the World
Series champien Texas
Rangers,

Atlanta Braves oul-
fielder Ronald Acuna
Jr. headlines the remain-
ing contenders for the
National League prize.
foined by Los Ange
les Dodgers teammates
Mookie Betts and Fred-
die Freeman.

The top three finish-
ers 1 voting for each
of the major individual
awards presented an
nually by the Baseball
Writers™  Association
of America were an-
nounced Monday night
on MLB Network. All
winners will be revealed
next week.

New York Yankees
ace Gerrit Cole, Toronto
Blue Jays pitcher Kevin
Gausman and Minneso-
ta Twins right-hander
Sonny Gray are finalists
for the American League
Cy Young Award.

Diego Padres and Logan
Webb of the San Fran-
cisco Giants.

For AL Rookie of
the Year, it’s down to
Cleveland  Guardians
pitcher Tanner Bibee,
Boston Red Sox first
baseman Triston Casas
and Baltimore Orioles
infielder Gunnar Hen-
derson.

The remaining NL
Rookie of the Year can-
didates are Diamond-
backs outfielder Corbin
Carroll, Dodgers center
fielder James Outman
and New York Mets
pitcher Kodai Senga.

Stili up for AL Man-
ager of the Year are
first-year Texas manag-
er Bruce Bochy. Tampa
Bay's Kevin Cash and
Baltimore's Brandon
Hyde.

Finalists in the Nation-
al League include Mil
waukee skipper Craig
Counsell. who left his
hometown team Mon-
day to manage the rival
Chicago Cubs. along
with Skip Schumaker
of the Miami Marlins

] gnd Brian Snitker of the

AP Photo

Atlanta Braves’ Ronald Acuna Jr. hits a single
during the fourth inning in Game 3 of the NL Di-
vision Series against the Philadeiphia Phillies on
Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2023, in Philadelphia.

is a strong front-runner
to win his second AL
MVP award in three
years even though his
season with the Los
Angeles Angels ended
Sept. 3 because of inju-
ries.

At the plate, he bat-
ted .304 with an AL-
high 44 homers and 95
RBIs. leading the ma-
jors in OPS at 1.066.
On the mound, he went
10-5 with a 3.14 ERA

and 1A7 catrikeonte in

on his right elbow,
Ohtani is not expect-
ed to pitch next sea-
son. But his surgeon
has said Ohtani should
be able to hit in 2024
before returning to the
mound in 20235.

His agent. Nez Bale-
lo. has said Ohtani is
determined to continue
his two-way career af-

'Local Runners Finish Season

At Ohio State Championship

From STAFF

REPORTS
OBETZ - Fortress Obetz
was the site of Saturday’s
OHSAA Cross Country
State Championship, with

' runners from St. Clairsville,

ter recovering from sur- |

gery.
Last year, Ohtani fin-

iched serond to Yankees

River and Shadyside taking
part in the final race of the
2023 season.

St.  Clairsville’s  Ben
Shields, River’s Mara Beard
and Shadyside’s Chloe Me-
holovitch finished up their
Cross country seasons- and
in the case of Beard and
Shields, their cross country
careers- on the state-wide
stage, all among a field
of over 180 runners from
across Ohio.

Shieids, a senior for the

Red Devils, finished 25th
on Saturday. running a
16:19 in the Division 2 race
of 182 competitors.

Marlington placed first
in the Division 2 boys team
standings. followed by Wo-
odridge and Fairfield Union.

Beard., a senior for the
Pilots, placed 45th in the
Division 3 race. running
a 19:42, while Shadyside
Tigers freshman Chloe Me-
holovitch ran a 19:30 in the
same division to place 51st.
185 runners took part in
Saturday’s girls Division 3
race.

Minster  placed  first
amongst the Division 3 girls
teams. followed by Rittman
and West Liberty-Salem.

Barnseville And Indian Creek
Represented On All-State Teams

From STAFF
REPORTS

Two area players were
included in the 2023 All-
Ohio Volleyball Teams,
released on Sunday by the
Ohio High School Volley-
ball Coaches Association.

Indian Creek’s Tori Rob-
ertson was named an hon-
orable mention in Division
2, while Barnesvilie's Ava
McFarland was named an

finished first on her team in
serving aces and second in
digs.

The Shamrocks have had
winning seasons each of the
last three years with McFar-
land.

Robertson. a senior hit-
ter for Indian Creek. fin-
ished with over 320 kills
and nearly 300 digs this
season, helping lead her
team to the District Semi-
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Frontier’s Startup Wrestling Program nghl|ghts OVAC Presser

By KiM NORTH
Staff Writer

The number of teams that will participate in the 70th an-
nual OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament in January

has tncreased to 43 with the addition of Frontier.

The announcement was made Monday night inside the
lobby at WesBanco Arena where the preseason press con-

ference was held.
All but threc of the schools were represented.
“Be happy and be proud of this tournament.”

on Sat.. Jan. 20 with the championship finals.

Andrew Jackson is the new coach at Frontier and he is

cxcited to get going.
See FRONTIER, Page B2

OVAC Ex-
ecutive Direcior Dirk Decoy told those in attendance. “This
is one of the OVAC’s crown jewels and we're proud of it.”

The threc-day event gets underway on Thursday, Jan. 18
with the Olympic-style opening ceremonies and concludes

| THERE WILL be five new
coaches and one new pro-
gram when the 70th annual
OVAC Ron Mauck Wres-
ting Tournament begins on
Jan.18-20 inside WesBanco
Arena. Three of the new
i coaches are pictured. From

left are Derek Martin, Camer-

5 on; Justin Rossiter, Shenan-
Le#l doah; and Andrew Jackson,
@8 Frontier. The Cougars will be

I making their OVAC debut.
Not pictured are Brian Buli-
ock (Dover) and Garrett Da-
vis (Marietta).

Photo by KIM NORTH

North Carolina. wears flannel and grew a playoff |

beard that Penske driver and reigning Indianapolis |

500 winner Josef Newgarden said made Blaney look |
“like an 1800's U.S, prcsrdent I can’t look away. It's
magical. it’s so not Penske.”

Penske wants the beard to go, and Blaney said after
the race he will shave it before next season. But he's |
as blue collar as they come and as relatable to a die-
hard NASCAR fan as the late Dale Earnhardt.

I think his limits are the sky,” said Penske, who
likened him to four-time Indy 500 winner and Penske
stalwart Rick Mears.

he puts his hat on. don’t get in his way. He's only get-
ting better and better. He's got the confidence. He’s
a leader. He's a winner and a champion. He’s got a

— ~ A Pr_éhr =X ] |
He drives plckup trucks, lives m a rurai area of rontier

“He’s a soft-spoken guy, really, |
but when he gets behind the wheel. like Joey, when |

long way to go. a long way.

WVU & OSU Basketball

December 30, 2023

Motor coach to Cleveland’s Rocket Mortgage
Fieldhouse to see the WVU Mountaineers

and Ohio State Buckeyes face-off.

$149 per person

Y l
part in thu hn 11 mcc of the 2023 season.

sbnate wedislad § Matan

St. Clairsville’s Ben Shields. River's
Mara Beard and Shadyside’s Chloe Me-
holovitch finished up their cross country
seasons — and In the case of Beard and

Dihiada, & dhlul 1d bl vl LA vale, Lill-
ished 25th on Saturday, running a 16:19
in the Division 2 race of 182 competitors.

Marlington placed first in the Division
2 boys team standings, followed by Wo-
odridge and Fairfield Union.

Continued from Page B1

“I'm a transplant to the area and my son came to
live with me last year during his freshman year.
Jackson said. “The only sport he is involved in is
wrestling, so | started asking questions about what
we needed to do to make this happen.”

Jackson said the Cougars were a “club sport™
2022-23 but the wrestlers weren't eligible for post-
season action.
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in Busmess since 1975,

“We currently have 20 high school kids and a
couple of middle school kids,” Jackson explained.
“We’ve also got about 20 kids in our youth program.
as well.”

As for his goals, Jackson would like to see the
kids have a chance to go to the state tournament.” he
stressed. “I wanted to give the kids that opportunity.
We need to coach the kids the right way and make
sure they are developing the nght way.

The only costs involved were the purchase of a mat
and some singlets

“It was easy o sell to the school board at that
point,” he noted.

Other new coaches include Derek Martin (Cam
eron), Justin Rossiter (Shenandoah), Brian Bullock
(Dover) and Garrett Davis (Marietta).

o G Doty

Dental Care for the Whole Family
Offering & Full Range of

Moming

Dentat Services Hew Patients
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A.%E:",?&ﬁ“ e Crowns * Dentures \ Welcome
* Root Canals e Bridges
» Extractions  «Fillings

Jason B. Horan DMD
(740) 695-4504
250 W. Main St. Suite B, St. Clairsville, OH 43850

HoranFamilyDentistry.com
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MLHOOVICT Ealy a 1220V 10 Dl sdale divi-
sion to place 51st. 185 runners took part in
Saturday’s girls Division 3 race.

Minster placed first amongst the Divi-
sion 3 girls teams, followed by Rittman
and West Liberty-Salem.

I . L LEL 2V Py

Dlstrlcr Semltmals

Robertson  was  also
named first team All-Dis-
trict in Ohio Division Il.
District 5.

Freshman JuJu Watkins expliodes for 32 in debut to lead USC past Ohio State 83-74

LAS VEGAS (AP} — Fresh-
man Juju Watkins scored 32
points in her college debut. lift-
ing Na. 2t Southern California
over No. 7 Ohio State 8§3-74
Monday in the season opener
for both teams.

“I'm lost for words right
now. I'm still kind of process-
ing everything.” Watkins said.
“But at the end of the day. this
whole team is a bunch of bal-
lers. so whenever we get the
chance to compete against a top
10 team. any team really. we're
readv. we prep the right way.
we do what we need to do. and
we get out on the court and we
show the world what we can
do.”

Watkins. one of the nation’s
highest regarded incoming
freshmen. finished 11 of 18
from the floor with six re-
bounds and five assists.

Watkins made her first col-
lege bucket a little more than a
minute into the game and went
on to score 16 points in the first
half.

Rayah Marshall had 18
pomts and 17 rebounds for
the Trojans while McKenzie
Forbes scored 11 points.

“They're just really consis-
tent people. they're consistent
players.” USC coach Lindsay
Gottlieb said. "They don’t get
casily rattled.”

Jacy Sheldon led the Buck-

eyes with 28 points on 10-of-
19 shooting, and Taylor Thier-
ry scored 16,

After seeing their 19-point
lead disappear when Ohio
State outscored them 30-10 in
the third quarter. the Trojans
opened the fourthon a 13-4 run
to seize control and hold off the
Buckeyes.

USC shot an impressive 12
of 18 in the second quarter and
finished the first half hitting 18
of 35, including 4 of 11 from
3-point range.

After hitting a lukewarm
35.2% from the floor in the
first quarter, the Buckeyes went
ice cold and shot just 2 of 10 in
the second quarter.

Marshall didn’t make it easy
on the Buckeyes, as she had
four steals in the second and
converted two of them into
breakaway buckets. The Tro-
jans finished with 10 points
off turnovers in the first half,
and outscored Ohio State in the
paint, 26-6. USC also dominat-
ed the Buckeyes on the boards,
outrebounding them 27-11.

“We didn't come out with
energy like we normally do
and ready to go, and they did,”
Sheldon said.

Las Vegas’ Aaliyah Gay-
les, who was shot more than a
dozen times in April of 2022,
dressed for USC but did not

play.

BIG PICTURE

USC: The Trojans’ Ivy
League trasfer trio of Forbes
(Harvard), Kayla Padilla (Penn)
and Kaitlyn Davis (Columbia)
made their presence felt in their
USC debuts. too. combining for
23 points on 6-of-19 shooting.

Ohio State: The Buckeyes
averaged 35.3 rebounds per
game last season and ranked
251st in the nation with a -2.2
rebounding margin. Monday
they were outrebounded 43-28
by the Trojans.

lJJP NEXT

USC: Hosts Florida Gulf
Coast on Friday

Ohio State: Hosts IUPUI on
Sunday

Guardians hire former catcher Stephen Vogt as their new manager, gets 3-year contract

7] CLEVELAND (AP) -
| Guardians replaced the winningest Alomar Jr.
manager in club history with one

The several coaches,

including Sandy mid-October with the Guardians,
who were so impressed that they
A two-time All-Star. Voet plaved immediatelv scheduled a second.



