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BARNESVILLE'S REESE Stephen works for control ag
during Saturday evening’'c OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling

WHEELING The championship
finals of the 69th annual OVAC Ron
Mauck Wrestling Tournament started
with a Bamesville win Saturday night
and ended with a Barnesville win. In
between. two other Shamrocks had their
hands raiscd as they repeated as Class
3A champions with a program-record
four titlists.

Barnesville ¢id so in run-away fash-
ion with 200.5 points - which was good
enough for fourth place overall. Martins
Ferry was a distant second with 125.5
in 3A.

“It was a good weekend. I can't com-
plain. The kids wrestled tough.™ said
Barnesville head coach Jayson Stephen,
who barely had a voice after the three-
day event. “They wrestled really welil.”

With the featured match of the tour-
nament being at 132, the championship
finals started at 138 and junior Skyler
King got things going for the Green Ma-
chine with a 6-3 nod over Parkersburg
South’s Ryan Martin. All the points
were scored in the first period. with
King using a reversal that he turned into
back points to rallv from a 3-2 deficit.
He is now 25-4

Two matches later, classmate Reese
Stephen (150) recorded four takedowns
and an escape in a 9-3 decision over In-
dian Creek's C.J. Spencer. Stephen, son
of the Shamrocks head coach. is now

JOHNATH
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HUNTSMAN KING KING
106 138 132
24-2. “I knew | was going to win that
At 106, fourth-seeded Johnathan match.” King admitted, noting that the

Huntsman capped his improbable run

with an 11-6 victory over University's ...

No. 2 Pepper Martin. The junior is now
26-5. He had pinned top-seeded Mason
Simms of Wellsville in the semis.

“Johnathan Huntsman really stepped
up this weekend. He wrestled incredi-
ble.” Coach Stephen said. “He is going
to be a wrestler to watch from now on.”

In that aforementioned feature match,
Barnesville’s Dakota King held off
Steubenville’s Brody Saccoccia, 6-5, in
a battle of highly ranked Buckeye State
matmen, to capture his second consec-
utive OVAC Ron Mauck crown. King
is ranked No. 1 in D-III and Saccoccia
second in D-11.

ainst Indian Creek’s C.J. Spencer during their 150-pound titie bout
hampionship finals. Stephen went on to post a 9-3 decision.

Shamrecks shine at OVAC

* Barnesville wins 3A team titie Wlth four individual champs D. King wins Blerkortte
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delay didn’t faze him. “I'm on a mission
a mission to win a (Division III) state
title.”

For his hard-earned triumph. King
received the David Bierkortte Award,
which is symbolic of being the Most
Qutstanding Wrestler of the tournament,
as voted on by tournament coaches.

“This means a lot to me,” King said. “I
want to thank all of my teammates and
coaches. I love you all.”

Parkersburg South’s depth brought
the Patriots back to the top of the podi-
um after three grueling days of action
nside WesBanco Arena.

The Wood County Patriots, who bat-

See, OVAC, Page B2

Union Local tops IC
to win fourth straight
Buckeye 8 girls title

By SETH STASKEY
Timas Leader Sports Editor

MARTINS FERRY - Indi-
an Creek felt it had enough skill

shorten the game. It also felt it

ed was extremely toxic for the §
Redskins (13-4). Creek found
itself with a 14-12 lead in the
latter stages of the first half.
Junior Lauren Miller, who
to elongate possessions and finished with 10 points for the |
Jets. buried a trey, Kildow fol-

Bengals
rout Bills
in AFC

ORCHARD PARK. N.Y. (AP)
— Joe Burrow and the Cincinnati
Bengals threw a big wrench into
the highly anticipated travel plans
of the Buffalo Bills. their fans and
perhaps even the NFL offices.

Burrow threw two touchdown
passes and Cincinnati’s defense
swarmed Josh Allen on a snow-
slicked field in a 27-10 win Sun-
day to send the Bengals to the AFC
championship game for the second
straight year.

And ir’'ll be in Kansas City again
— instecad of in Atlanta. the neutral
sitec where the game would ve been
played if Buffalo had beaten Cin-
cinnati.

“Better send those refunds.” Bur-
row said, referring to the 50,000 or
so tickets already sold for a game
that will never be played.

“See y'all in Atlanta,” one Ben-
gals player was heard yelling sar-
castically while the team made its
way to the locker room. where cor-
nerback Eli Apple and a couple of
teammates conducted interviews
smoking cigars.

The Bengals entered the game
already feeling disrespected when
the NFL began selling tickets for a
would-be game at Atlanta, that was
dependent on the Bills and Chiefs
winning this weekend.

The league decided on the first
of its kind conference champion-
ship neutral site setting because the

Bills (13-3) finished the season a
See, BENGALS, Page B2

AP PHOTO
CINCINNATI BENGALS tight end
Hayden Hurst (88) reacts after
scoring a touchdown against the
Buffalo Bills during the first quarter
of an NFL division round football
game Sunday in Orchard Park,

49ers fend
off Dallas
to advance

SANTA CLARA. Calif. (AP)
— Christian McCaffrey scored on
a go-ahead 2-yard run in the fourth
quarter and San Francisco's de-
fense did the rest. sending the 49ers
to their second straight NFC title

st Aviaw tha



game-high 26 points. No other Semi-
nole player scored more than six.
River 51. Steubenville 34

STEUBENVILLE -- River put to-
gether an impressive showing inside
the Crimson Center to score the victory
against Big Red Saturday night.

The win was the 350th of head coach
Mark Romick’s career with the Pilots.

River was led by junior Kabel Isaly,
who scored 24 points. Senior Ty Long
added 15.

Steubenville was led by Kyjhuan
Hopkins™ 11. Cole Bowers added cight.

Shadyside 67, Buckeye Local 26

ersburg.

Gavin Jackson led the way for the
Cadets with 26 points. Senior Carter
Anderson posted 18 points and senior
Nathan Coleman added 12.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
River 57, Magnolia 24

NEW MARTINSVILLE -- The Pi-
lots picked up another convincing win
Saturday afternoon, cruising past Mag-
nolia.

River (16-1) was led by Zoey Fox’s
17 and Kelsey Harlan’s 16.

Magnolia received seven points from
Makia Litton and Sienna McKeever.

¢ 49ers

Continued from Page B1

incompletions and was sacked on
third down. Coach Mike McCarthy
opted to punt on fourth-and-10 with all
three timeouts left.

Rookie Brock Purdy started the next
drive with a l6-vard completion 1o
George Kittle and San Francisco didn’t
give the ball back to Dallas unul there
were 45 seconds left at the 6. Dallas
never got close from there.

Purdy. the last pick n the draft last
April. improved to 7-0 as a strter since
replacing an injured Jimmy Garoppolo
early in Week 13,

He went {8 for 28 for 215 yards with
no turnovers against the Cowboys. join-
ing Joe Flacco (2008) and Mark San-
chez (2009) as the only rookie QBs to
win two plavoff starts.

The 49ers took the fead on the first
play of the fourth quarter when Mc-
Catfrey capped a 91-yard drive with a
2-yard run.

The drive featured a juggling 30-yard
catch by Kittle and a pair of defensive
holds against Dallas — including one
on Donovan Wilson near the goai line
that negated a third-down sack.

Maher made his second field goal of
the game when he converted from 43
yards out to cut San Francisco’s lead to

16-12.

The NFL’s top two scoring teams
over the past 13 weeks had trouble get-
ting going as the defenses led by All-
Pros Nick Bosa of San Francisco and
Micah Parsons of Dallas controlled the
play.

The Niners turned two interceptions
in the first half by Prescott into field
goals by Robbie Gould and led 9-6 at
the half.

The Cowboys scored the only TD of
the first half with Prescott connecting
with tight end Dalton Schultz for the
third time this postseason. Maher got
some redemption when he made a 25-
yard field goal that tied the game at 9
early in the third quarter after Ray-Ray
McCloud fumbled a punt return at the
San Francisco 21.

JUST FOR KICKS

The Cowboys’ decision to stick with
Mabher after his four missed extra points
last week looked questionable when he
missed the early extra point.

There had been a dustup pregame
when Maher was warming up. Trent
Williams and other 49ers players tried
to interfere with his attempts from San
Francisco’s side of the field, leading to
a brief argument.

* Bengals

Conlinued tfrom Page B1

game behind the Chicfs (14-3) atter
their game at Cincinnati was canceled
on Jan. 2 when Bills safety Damar
Hamlin went into cardiac arrest and had
to be resuscitated on the field.

Hamlin's  inspirational  presence
while watching the game from an end-
zone suite was not enough to spark the
Bills.

Instead. it was “Joe Cool” show-
ing poisc while playing in a persistent
snowfall.

Burrow completed his first nine pass-
es for 105 yards as Cincinnati raced to a
14-0 lead after its first two possessions.
Ja’Marr Chase opened the scoring with
a 28-yard TD catch 3:20 into the game.
followed by Bumow’s 15-yard TD
throw to Hayden Hurst ¢ight minutes
later. Joe Mixon scored on a | -yard run.
and Evan McPherson made fiekl goals
from 20 and 28 yards in a game the
Bengals never trailed.

“The bigger the moment gets, the
calmer he gets.,” Bengals coach Zac
Taylor said of Burrow. who improved
his playoff record to 5-1. Our guys be-
licve. They walk on the field ready to
attack.”

Cincinnat advanced fo consecutive
AFC championship games for the first
time in franchise history and wilt pre-
parc for a rematch of last year’s title
game. The Bengals defeated Patrick
Mahomes and the Chiefs 27-24 to ad-
vance to last vear’s Super Bowl. which
they lost 1o the Los Angeles Rams.

“It's going to be a fun one,” said
Burrow. who went 23 of 36 for 242
yards Sunday. "Two of the top guys
in the league. two of the top tcams in
the league. great defenses, zreat overall
teams. great coaches.”

Cincinnati has won the past three
meetings against Kansas City. includ-
ing a 27-24 victory last month. The
Chiefs are making their {ilth straight
appearance in the AFC championship
game following a 27-20 win over Jack-
sonville on Saturday.

The Bills" playoff run ended in the
divisional round for a second straight
season, including a 42-36 overtime loss
10 Kansas City last year.

Bills recerver Stefon Diggs was so
upset, he was spotted leaving the locker
room with much of his gear on short-
ly after the game ended before being
coaxed by a teammate to return.

“He’s a competitive guy. What makes
him good is what you saw.” coach Sean
McDermott said of Diggs. “It hurts. |

aspirations, and eventually ran out of
emotional and physical gas. Aside from
the stunning sight of Hamlin’s collapse,
the Bills had their schedule twice dis-
rupted by severe winler storms.

Injuries also played an issue. The
Bills pass rush. missing Von Miiler
since he sustained a season-ending knee
injury in November, generated very lit-
tle pressure against a Bengals offensive
line missing three starters due to inju-
ries.

“We were expecting their best punch
and they came out and punched us,” said
Allen. who finished 25 of 42 for 265
yards. and scored on a 1-yard plunge,
“We just didn’t have it today.”

The Bengals mixed in their running
attack to keep the Bills off balance in
a first haif during which Cincinnati
outgained Buffalo in total yards by a
margin of 274-135, and 412-325 over-
all. Mixon’s 105 yards rushing alone
were | short of how many the Bengals
combined in their past two games. both
against Baltimore.

“Domination from start to finish,”
Burrow added. “That’s what we expect-
ed. Job’s not finished.”

The Bengals held one of the NFL's
top offenses o season-low 10 points,
And the unit got a chance to celebrate
by making snow angels in the end zone
after Cam Taylor-Britt intercepted Al-
len’s attempt at the goal line to essen-
tially end the game with 62 seconds
remaining,

Hamlin was whisked into the stadi-
um in a security vehicle, and led direct-
ly into the Bills’ locker room about an
hour before kickoff. He was later joined
by his mother, Nina, and younger broth-
er. Damir. He watched the game from a
suite in one end zone and was pictured
on the videoboard at the 2-minute warn-
ing in the first half, with Cincinnati fac-
ing second-and-goal at Buffalo’s 5.

Hamlin raised his arms in his suite to
a roar of cheers. before making a heart
sign with his hands. The Bills limited
the Bengals to a field goal. and trailed
17-7 at the haif.

“We'll be back.” Hamlin tweeted a
few hours after the game. “Don’t even
trip.”

STREAKS AND STATS

The Bengals extended their fran-
chise-best streak to 10 straight wins.
They haven’t lost since a 32-13 defeat
at Cleveland on Halloween. The Ben-
gals’ 30 first downs were a franchise
postseason record.

LU daju. LICY RIUW LIUw
to win, Scooter does a
great job (coaching) them
and they played a really
good second half.”

Indian Creek was led
by Kylie Anderson and
Camryn Ketron’s eight.
Gabby Taylor and Abby
Starkey each had seven in
top support.

Indian Creek helda 19-
18 edge on the glass, but
the Redskins were charted
for 19 turnovers, which
was 12 more than the
winners.

Both teams are back
in action on Monday as
they begin to shift gears
toward preparation for
next week’'s OVAC Tour-
nament. The Jets (18-0)
welcome John Marshall,
while Indian Creek wel-
comes Brooke.

In other Buckeye §
placement games:

Third-Fourth Place
Martins Ferry 59,
Harrison Central 36
Martins Ferry contin-

DEMAILT J7,
East Liverpool 33

The Lady Reds got to
the finish line with their
10th victory in 18 tries.

Sophomore Zara Har-
veth and senior Lizzie
McAninch each had 12
points to pace Bellaire,
while Eliana Mason add-
ed 1t.

The Potters were paced
by Kenzie Hendley’s 1 3.

Seventh-Eighth Place

St. Clairsville 50,
Beaver Local 19

The Red Devils picked
up the victory in impres-
sive fashion, cruising past
the Beavers.

St. C. was led by Mak-
enna Moran's 13 points.
Megan Malin added 10

Peyton Roberts led the
Beavers with seven.

Ninth-Tenth Place
Cambridge 41,
Edison 30

The Bobcats picked up
the win in the opening
game of the day. toppling
the Wildcats.

* OVAC

Continued from Page 81

tled adversity before the tournament even start-
ed with the loss of nationally ranked and returning
champion Gage Wright, piled up 242.5 points despite
having just one individual champion - that being
190-pound Robert Shockey who outlasted East Liv-
erpool’s Eric Williams, 2-1, in sudden-victory. How-
ever, South did have 11 of 14 wrestlers earn a spot on
the podium.

Not only did the Wood County Patriots unseat
Wheeling Park as the overall titleist, they also cap-
tured the Class 5A crown.

“Even though we were down a kid, the kids all
pulled together and got the job done. I'm proud of
them,” Parkersburg South head coach Shawn Smith
said, “Overall, it wasn’t the best night, but it doesn’t
negate the fact that we wrestled well Thursday night.
Friday and earlier today.”

Indian Creek and Qak Glen tied for the Class 4A
title with 143.5 points each, with Beaver Local third.

“A co-championship is better than no champion-
ship,” Indian Creek head coach Brandon Pendleton
said.

Both schools had one champ as the Redskins™ Eli-
jah Llewellyn (285) made his jump from 215 earlier
in the season work to his best. He pinned top-seeded
Marshall Bier, of River, in one minute.

“That was kind of a risk we took there,” Pendleton
said of the bump up in weight. “Either | was going 10
look like a genius or a moron. I'm glad it worked out.”

The Golden Bears’ Logan Davis (113) repeated as
a champ after winning last year at 106. The junior re-
mained unbeaten in 33 bouts with a pin of Shenando-
ah’s Tristen Rossiter. It was his fifth fall of the tour-
nament and earned him the Hercules Award for most
pins in the championship bracket in the least amount
of time.

“The kids came out and wrestled well up and down
our lineup,” said first-year Oak Glen head coach Josh
Cornell. “I'm happy with our effort.”

In Class 1A/2A. Cameron defended its title with
83.5 points. Southern Local was next with 69.5 and
Wheeling Central. in its first year back after a few
years off, was third with 53.5.

“The kids kind of wanted to show that we were
more than just (graduated) [an Bush. and they did.”
Cameron head coach Tim Jones said. “We wrestled
pretty well. We fell short in a few weight classes. but
I couldn’t be any more proud of them.”

Half-a-dozen other schools had at least one cham-
pion, with University, which finished second to South
with 214 points, having three. They were Dom Park-
er (150), Luca Felix (173) and Brock Kehler (213).
Parker is 35-0, Felix 35-1 and Kehler 37-0. Felix
was a champ at 145 last year and Kehler at 190.

Wheeling Park’s Jameson Maynard (165} got a late
escape in slipping past John Marshall’s Klypsan Wal-
lace, 4-3, in a battle of talented sophomores. Maynard
improved to 32-3.

John Marshall’s Ethan Cook (126) scored two
points on a second-period reversal and made them
stand in a 2-1 decision over Shenandoah’s Drake
Kanyuch. Cook is now 27-4,

Beaver Local’s Bobby Buchheit (120) blanked
Wheeling Park’s Noah White, 4-0, and Dover’s Edi-
gio DiFazio (144) pinned Wheeling Park defending
champ, Bradyn Lucas, to become the Tornadoes
first-ever champion.

OSU men snap skid

\COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP} — Freshman standout
Brice Sensabaugh scored a season-high 27 points
on 10-0f-12 shooting, including 4 of 5 from 3-point
range, and Ohio State ended a five-game losing streak
with a 93-77 win over lowa on Saturday.

The Hawkeyes overcame a 12-0 Ohio State run in
the first half but a 9-0 run early in the second half
provided the room the Buckeyes needed to end a skid
of single-digit losses.

569t Annuat OYAC
Ron Mauck Tournament
{at WesBanco Arena, Wheefing)
TEAM SCORING
Oversll
1, Parversporg South 242 5, 2. Unwversity 2143 Wheel-
ing Park 201.5 4. dameswile 2005 5. Johns Marshiad 150 6
be] Indan Crea%, Oa% Glen 145.5. 8 Slebendlle 1383
Baaver Local 129.5: 10. Marting Ferry 125.5 17, Dover 105,
12 Shenandoah 91 13, Cameron 835 14 Eason 83 15,
Wearren Loca! 76, 16. Hason Cenyal 73. 37, Southem Local
695;13. St Clarsvile 62: 19, Caldwel 61: 20 East Lverpool
57 21, Linsly 56.5. 22 Wheekng Cenal 335 22. Unwon Lo
cal 53 24 Wietovile 465, 25 Buoxeye Local 46; 26 Fiver 45;
97 (be) Brocke, Weiz 41; 0, Camoridge 35; 30 Magnofia 3%
31 Biidgeport 30; 32. Mogantown 25 33 Fort Frve 250 3%
Steubenvile Cathobe 2. 35, Bellase 19: 36. Shacysioe 18;
37. Begflsvile 10: 38, Maieitz 8 39, Morsce Cental §; 40.
Madonina 5:41. Paden City 4: 42. Toronto 1: 43 Hundred O
Class 54
1. Parversburg South 2425 2 Uraversay 214; . Wheel-
ng Park 2045:4 4 John Marshal 160; 5. Steubemalle 138:
6 Dover 106; 7. Wawen Local 76: 8. Brooke 4* § Mergan:
w0 26; 10, Manetia B
Class 44
%) Ingian Creev, Ozt Glen 145.5: 3. Beaver Loca!
1203; & Edison 81; 5. Harrison Centrel 73: 6. 1. Clairsvile
B2: 7. East Livesool 57, 8. Buckeye Local 46,9, Wew 476
10, Cambndge 39

Class 34
1 Bamesvile 200.5. 2 Martns Fetry 125.5: 3. Shesar-
doah §1 4 Calowel 61 5. Linsly 5.5 6. Union Lacal 53,7
Magnotia 38: 8. Fit Frye 25, 9. Belfave 19
Class 1424

Camercn 835: 2. Southem Local 595 3 Wheelng
Ceniral 535 & Wellsvle 4655 Aver 45 6 Bnogenor 3
7 Shacyside 14, 8. Dealsville 10 9 Montoe Ceayal € 10
Wadorna 5 13. Paden City 412 Toronig 1 13, Hunared &

Championship Finals

106-Jonnathan Hunisman 18am) o Pepper Martn 1Ll
114 113-0gan Daws (OG)p. Tnsten Rassier 1Shent, 254,
120-Booty Buchheit (Bl d Noah White (VP 40 126~
Ethan Cocs (M) & Draxe Kanyuch (Shen), 2-1. 130-Daimta
King (Bamm| 9 Beody Saocpona 1Sieus, B-5: 133-Swyler King
Bam d. Ryan Marin iPS), &3; 144-Egdo Fazeo :D&'p
Bradyn Lucas (WP}, 422, 150-Reese Sleghen (81 ¢. CJ
Spericer (101, 93 157-Dom Parear (U ¢. Oom Patena (IC).
7-3: 165~Jameson Maynard (WP) d. Kvpsan Viallace (M),
4:3, 175-Luca Feli U) & Adzm Angel 1Cam). 4-2. 190-Fot-
et Shockey (PS) d Enc Villiams (EL). 21 SV. 215-Brock
Kehier (L) & Lucas Thomas (HC), 42 285-Eheh Lieweliyn
{1C) 5. Marshal Sir, 100

Sportson TV

Monday, January 23
COLLEGE BASKETBALL MEN'S

7pm.

CBSSN — Colgate ai Bosion U
ESPN — Duse al Virgina Tech
T30pm.

ESPNU — Noriolk S1. 3l Morgan SL.

9p=

CBSSN — New Mexco at Nevada
ESPN — Kansas al Bavior
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN'S!

7pam.

ESPNZ — lowa al Cho S1.
SECN — LSU at Algbema
Bpm.

BTN = Inaiana a Michigan
NBA BASKETBALL

Spm

NOATV ~ Allania al Chicago

10:30pm.

NBATY = Memphis at Sacramentc

SOCCER(MENS)

2%Bpm.

F$2 — The French Cup Pays oe Casselvs. Pans
Sainl-German, Round of 32, Lens, France

3pm.

USA — Premer League: Tofteaham Haspur at
Fukam

TEANIS

2pm.

ESPN2 - ATPAWTA. The Auskalian Open,
Round of 16, Melbourne, Ausiralia {Taped)

9pam.
ESPN2 - ATPWTA; The Ausiralian Open,
Quarterfinds, Meboume. Ausiralia

Wheeling
stuns WL

WHEELING -- The last
time that the Wheeling
University Men's Basket-
ball team had beaten West
Liberty entering play Sat-
urday was on February
24th. 2018. On Saturday
night, the Cardinals {4-
14, 2-10) broke the 10-
game losing streak as they
took down the Hilltoppers
114-107. It was the first
time that the Cardinals
have gone over the 100
point mark this season.

Leading the way for the
Cardinals was senior John
Korte, who finished with
40 points and was just
eight points away from
breaking the program sin-
gle-game scoring record.
He shot an impressive
72% from the floor and
helped will the Cardinals
to what was their biggest
victory of the season.

The Cardinals had two
other players finish with
more than 20 points in
the game and another fin-
ish in double digits for the
night. Wheeling Central
grad Brent Price finished
with 24 points on the
night while Marcus John-
son picked up his second
double-double with 21
points and 10 rebounds.
Another former Maroon
Knight., Ryan Reasbeck.
rounded out the double
digit scorers, having a
big day from three-point
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Wheeling Park’s Daelyn Crum competes in the 100
backstroke Saturday during the OVAC Swim Champi-
onships at Brooke High School,

JM’s Kidney Sets

2 Records Te Cap

Her ®@VAC Career

By ANDREW GRIMM
For The Intelligencer
WELLSBURG - Vic-
toria Kidney saved her
best for last. as the John
Marshall High
School senior not
only won two in- |
dividual titles at
Saturday’s OVAC
Class 5A  Swim
Championships
at  Brooke High
School, but she

also set two pool KIDNEY

records and a meet
record in her events.

In the 200 individu-
al medley, Kidney. who
has signed to swim next
season at West Virgin-
ia University, had a time
of 2:09.25 for a pool
record. In the 100 back-
stroke. her winning time
of 57.64 was both a pool
and a meet record.

Her two records were
among seven that fell Sat-
urday as the region’s big
schools battled it out for
pool supremacy. Dover
High’s Lucas Lane also
set two pool records in the
100 back (51.75) and the
500 free (4:38.77). while
other records were set by

Photo by Seth Slaskey
Union Local's Torre Kildow drives to the bas-
ket as Indian Creek’s Abby Starkey defends
during Saturday evening's Buckeye 8 girls
basketball championship game at Martins
Ferry. The Jets picked up the victory for their
tourth straight league title.

Mason Frances of War-
ren High School in the
50 free (21.01), Caroline
Riggs of Morgantown

High School in the 500

free (5:02.79),
and Dover’s 400
freestyle relay
teamn (3:19.49),

Overall. Do-
ver's girls domi-
nated in the team
competition, more
than doubling the
points total of
Morgantown  in
second and Parkersburg
South, third. On the boys
side. Parkersburg South
edged Dover for the team
title while Morgantown
finished third.

Wheeling Park’s boys
and girls swimmers fin-
ished fourth in their re-
spective divisions.

GIRLS

Dover swimmers won
four of 11 events on the
girls side and placed 14
individuals or relay units
on the podium. It claimed
the top spot by over 200
points.

Pleuse see RECORDS,
Page 10

697H-ANNUAL OVAC Ron Mauck WRESTLING TOURNAMENT

Barnesville Runs Away
With OVAC 3A Title

"~ Photos by Kim North

Wheeling Park’s Jameson Maynard has control of John Marshall's Klypsan Wallace during their
165-pound OVAC Ron Mauck Tournament championship match Saturday night inside WesBanco Are-

na. Maynard held on for a 4-3 win.

Cameron Takes 1A/2A IC Oak Glen Share 4A Title

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer
WHEELING -

nual OVAC Ron Mauck Wres-
tling Tournamient started with
a Barnesville win Saturday

night and ended with a Bames- ¢

ville win. In between, two oth-
er Shamrocks had their hands
raised as they repeated as Class
3A champions with a pro-
gram-record four titlists.

Barnesville did so in run
away fashion with 200.5 points
— which was good enough for
fourth place overall. Martins
Ferry was a distant second with
125.51n 3A,

“It was a good weekend. 1
can’t complain. The kids wres-
tled tough,” said Barnesville
head coach Jayson Stephen, who
barely had a voice after the three-

The cham-
pionship finals of the 69th-an- |

Barnesvilie’s Dakota King was
voted the David Bierkortte Award
winner after his 6-5 nod over
Steubenvilie’s Brody Saccoccia
in the 132-pound finals.

day event. "They wrestled really
well.”
With the featured match of

the tournament being at 132, the

championship finals started at
138 and jumor Skyler King got
things going for the Green Ma-
chine with a 6-3 nod over Park-
ersburg South’s Ryan Martin. All
the points were scored in the first
period. with King using a rever-
sal that he turned into back points
to rally from a 3-2 deficit. He is
now 25-4.

Two maiches later, classmate
Reese Stephen (150} recorded
four takedowns and an escape in a
9-3 decision over Indian Creek’s
C.J. Spencer. Stephen, son of the
Shamrocks head coach. is now
24-2.

At 106, fourth-seeded Johna-
than Huntsman capped his im-
probable run with an 11-6 vic-
tory over University’s No. 2
Pepper Martin.

Please see RUNS. Page 10

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

MARTINS FERRY — Indi-
an Creek felt it had enough skill to
elongate possessions and shorien the
game. [t also felt it had enough size
and physicality on the interior to at
least limit and bother Union Local se-
nior standout Reagan Vinskovich.

The Redskins were able to do both
of those. But, the one issue that re-
mained — Torre Kildow — proved
to be the difference. Kildow poured
in 20 points, grabbed four rebounds,
blocked three shots. collected three
steals and had two assists to help lead
the Jets to their fourth consecutive
Buckeye 8 Athletic League champi-
onship, 50-36, Saturday evening in-
side the Tolbert Gymnasium at Mar-
tins Ferry High School.

“l thought the girls stuck to the
game plan and executed it very well,
especially early,” Indian Creek head
coach Steve Eft said. "I am really
proud of our effort and how the girls
competed their tails off, but Union
Local has two of the best players in
the state of Ohio, in my opinion and
you have to kind of pick your poison.”

The poison Kildow contributed was
extremely toxic for the Redskins (13-
4). Creek found itself with a 14-12
lead in the latter stages of the first half.

Junior Lauren Milier, who finished
with 10 points for the Jets. buried a
trey, Kildow foilowed with a buck-
et going to the basket and then just
before the buzzer sounded. Kildow
found Teegan Day, who buried a
3-pointer from the comer. giving the
Jets a 20-14 lead at half and a lot of

Union Local Captures Buckeye 8 Crown

momentum.

“We had to hang in there a while
and give Creek and Coach Eft cred-
it,” Union Local head coach Scooter
Tolzda said. “We were able to get the
ball to the right place at the right time.
There are a million things we need to
continue to improve on, but there are
also a million things that we do pretty
well. too.”

The momentam stayed with the
Jets in the third quarter.

Kildow opened what turned out
to be a 22-point onslaught with a
short jumper off a set play and then
Vinskovich, who battled her way to
13 points and eight rebounds, got a
bucket on the interior. making it a 24-
14 reading.

Please see BUCKEYE 8, Page 11

Linette Upsets

Bengals And
Garcia To Reach

49ers .Join The
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By BILL WELKER

For The Intelligencer
WHEELING — A four-vear
captain under the tutelage of West
Liberty University's iconic OVAC
hall of famer. Coach Vince Mon-
seau, Merle Tournay also made his
mark as an outstanding mat coach
and nationally renowned wrestling
offictal was awarded the coveted
‘Mr. Mat Award” prior to Satur-
day evenings wrestling finals at

Tournament.

Also a three-year soccer letter-
man on the Hilitop, Tournay won
a WVIAC wrestling champion-
ship in 1976 and was voted Mr.
Hilltopper in recognition of his
athletic achievements.

He immediately entered the
coaching profession and had suc-
cessful runs at Brooke and Montour
(Pa.} high schools. Originally at-
tracted (o the valley becausc of the
West Liberty mat program, Tour-
nay went on to spread his wrestling
knowledge at Brooke High School
for 12 years. The veteran wrestler
and rookic coach quickly built a
Bruins” powerhouse capturing the
school’s only  West Virginia state
title in 1980, and was aiso named
the 1980 West Virginia  AAA
Wrestling Coach of the year.

During his coaching career at
Brooke. Tournay produced four
state champions: Chuck Taylor
{1980). Larry Mazzella (1981),
Phil Milantonri (1982). and Sal Ja-
farace (1Y8R),

Leaving Brooke. Tournay re-
started the wrestling program at
Montour in 1988, He was head
coach at Montour for 16 vears.
After that, Towrney served as as-
sistant coach for 17 seasons, help-
ing both the varsity and junior
high programs. He now assists his
son, Zachary, who is the current
head wrestling coach at Montour
High School.

At Brooke. Tournay taught
Physical Education and Driver's

varsity performer and two-year |8

the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling F]

Tournay Receives ‘Mr. Mat.” Award

i." """‘??.Ft"? Yerri

From left, Rick Link, Mr. Mat award-winner Merie Tournay and Dr.
Vince Monseau pose prior to Saturday evening's finals at the OVAC
Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament.

Education. He always respected
the teaching and coaching advice
of the late OVAC Hall of Famer,
Ron Mauck. As a teacher at Mon-
tour, Tournay served the students
as a physical education and health
educator.

Tournay also loved officiating
wrestling. He quickly ascended
to the top of the profession. The
2002 Wrestling Official of the
Year in the Ohio Valley Athietic
Conference was voted the 2004
National Wrestling Official of the
Year by Wrestling USA magazine
and was selected as the top official
at the 2005 NCAA Division Il
Nationals.

A nationally acclaimed mat
official, Tournay worked seven
NCAA Division 11 Nationals, two
NCAA Division I Nationals and
numerous NCAA Division [ and
NCAA Division Il national qual-
ifying tournaments.

Like most officials, Toumay
didn’t start off doing large high
school tournaments or even the
OVAC. It was along process which
started as he put on the stripes to of-
ficiate the Cameron Open.

" Pholo by Kim North

Since his initial seasons as a
referee, Tournay’s reputation as a
mat official has gone far beyond
the Ohio Valley over the years.
This was proven in 2003 when
Tournay was awarded the NCAA
Official of the Year across all col-
lege wrestling divisions.

Merie Tournay is now retired
from officiating, but he still stays
deeply involve in the tri-state wres-
tling community. Most recently,
Tournay serves as the liaison for
the Pennsylvania Midwestern Ath-
letic Conference (MAC) All-Star
wrestling team. The OVAC vs.
MAC All-Star Meet annually takes
place after the completion of the
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Vir-
ginia state wrestling tournaments.

Tournay is a member of three
halls of fame: West Liberty Uni-
versity Hall of Fame (2007),
MAC Hall of Fame (2009) and
Southwestern Pennsylvania Wres-
tling Hall of Fame (2018).

Merle Tournay and his wife,
Dee, reside in McKees Rocks,
Pennsylvania. They have three
children: Zachary, Danielle and
Lucas — and grandson Austin.

Runs
(Continued from Page 9)

The junior is now 26-5. He had
pinned top-seeded Mason Simms
of Wellsville in the semis.

“lohnathan  Huntsman  really
stepped up this weckend. He wres-
tled incredible.™ Coach Stephen
said. “He 1s poing to be a wrestler
to watch {rom now on.”

In that aferementioned feature
match, Bamesvilie’s Dakota King
held off Steubenville™s Brody Sac-
coccia. 0-5. in a battle of highly
ranked Buckeye State matmen.
to capture his second consecutive
OVAC Ron Mauck crown. King is
ranked No. 1 in D-111 and Saccoc
cia second in D-11.

“] knew I was going to win that
match,” King admitted, noting that
the delay didn’t faze him. "I'mona
mission ... mission to win a (Di
vision HI) state title.”

For his hard-carned triumph,
King received the David Bierkortte
Award. which is symbolic of be-
ing the Most Qutstanding Wrestler
of the tournament. as voted on by
tourniunent coaches.

“This means a lot to me.” King
said. 1 want 1o thank all of my
teammates and coaches. 1love you
all.”

Parkersburg  Souwth’s  depth
brought the Patriots back to the top
of the podium after three grucling
days of action inside WesBanco
Arcna.

The Wood County Patriots, who
battled adversity bcfore the tour-
nament ¢ven started with the loss
of nationally ranked and returning
champion Gage Wright. piled up
2425 points despite having just
one individual champion - that
bem(Y 190 pound Robcrt Ghockey

BY) M e B arn Vol rmcen " T elm

Williams, 2-1. in sudden-victory.
However. South did have 11 of 14
wrestlers earn a spot on the podium.

Not only did the Wood County
Patriots unseat Wheeling Park as
the overall titleist, they also cap-
turcd the Class 5SA crown.

“Even though we were down
a Kid. the kids all pulled together
and got the job done. I'm proud
of them.” Parkersburg South head
coach Shawn Smith said. “Over-
all, it wasn’t the best night, but
it doesn’t negate the fact that we
wrestled well Thursday night, Fri-
day and earlier today.”

Indian Creek and Oak Glen tied
for the Class 4A title with 145.5
points each, with Beaver Local
third.

“A co-championship is better
than no championship,” Indian
Creek head coach Brandon Pend-
leton said.

Both schools had one champ as
the Redskins® Elijah Llewellyn
(285) made his jump from 215
carlier in the season work to his
best. He pinned top-seeded Mar-
shall Bier. of River. in one minute.

“That was kind of a risk we took
there.” Pendleton said of the bump
up in weight. “Either I was going to
look like a genius or a moron. ['m
glad it worked out.”

The Golden Bears™ l.ogan Da-
vis (113) repeated as a champ af-
ter winning last year at 106. The
junior remained unbeaten in 33
bouts with a pin of Shenandoah’s
Tristen Rossiter. It was his fifth fall
of the tournament and earned him
the Hercules Award for most pins
in the championship bracket in the
least amount of tlme

(XL 5t PR P mr el arrammndla A

well up and down our lineup,” said
first-yvear Oak Glen head coach
Josh Cornell. “I'm happy with our
effort.”

In Class 1A/2A. Cameron de-
fended its title with 83.5 points.
Southern Local was next with 69.5
and Wheeling Central, in its first
year back after a few years off. was
third with 53.5.

“The kids kind of wanted to
show that we were more than just
(graduated) lan Bush, and they
did,” Cameron head coach Tim
Jones said. “We wrestled pretty
well. We fell short in a few weight
classes, but I couldn’t be any more
proud of them.”

Half-a-dozen other scheols had at
least one champion, with Universi-
ty, which finished second to South
with 214 points, having three. They
were Dom Parker (1350), Luca Fe-
lix (175) and Brock Kehler (215).
Parker is 35-0. Felix 35-1 and Ke-
hler 37-0. Felix was a champ at 145
last year and Kehler at 190.

Wheeling Park’s Jameson May
nard (165) got a late escape in slip-
ping past John Marshail’s Klypsan
Wallace, 4-3. in a battle of talented
sophomores. Maynard improved to
32-3.

John Marshall’s Ethan Cook
{126) scored two points on a sec-
ond-period reversal and made
them stand in a 2-1 decision over
Shenandoah’s Drake Kanyuch.
Cook is now 27-4.

Beaver Local’s Bobby Buchheit
(120) blanked Wheeling Park’s
Noah White, 4-0, and Dover’s Edi-
gio DiFazio (144) pinned Wheel-
ing Park defending champ, Bradyn
I.,ucas to become the Tornadoes

Martins Ferry Picks
Up Victory No. 14
At Monroe Central

WOODSFIELD
Martins Ferry’s trip to
Monroe Central was well
worth the drive Satur-
day as the Purple Riders
picked up victory number
14 on the season by a 67-
47 score.

The Riders were bal
anced in the scoring col-
umn with four players in
double figures. Sopho-
more Alex Reese led the
way with 18, while senior
guard Denali Jackson add-
ed 14. Gaige O’Connell
and Anthony Booth added
13 and 10, respectively.

The Seminoles were
paced by sophomore
Tucker Howell, who went
fora game-high 26 points.
No other Seminole player
scored more than six.

River 51,
Steubenville 34

STEUBENVILLE
River put together an im-
pressive showing inside
the Crimson Center to
score the victory against
Big Red Saturday night.

The win was the 350th
of head coach Mark
Romick’s career with the
Pilots.

River was led by junior
Kabel Isaly, who scored
24 points. Senior Ty
Long added 15.

Steubenville was led
by Kyjhuan Hopkins’ 11.
Cole Bowers added eight.

Shadyside 67,
Buckeye Local 26

SHADYSIDE -~ The
Tigers scored a repeat
win over the Panthers on
Saturday night inside the
Tiger Den.

Senior Elijah Brock led
the Tigers with 21 points,
while Dylan Booth and
Ben Wach went for 16
and 11, respectively.

Gavyn Romanyak
paced the Panthers with
eight points.

Linsly 76,
Parkersburg 57

PARKERSBURG
Linsly won its third game
of the week against West
Virginia Class AAAA
competition. This time,
the Cadets took down
Parkersburg.

Gavin Jackson led the
way for the Cadets with
26 points. Senior Car-
ter Anderson posted 8
points and senior Nathan
Coleman added 12.
GIRLS BASKETBALL

River 57, Magnolia 24

NEW MARTINSVILLE
— The Pilots picked up
another convincing win
Saturday afternoon, cruis-
ing past Magnoiia.

River (16-]1) was led
by Zoey Fox’s 17 and
Kelsey Harlan’s 16.

Magnolia received sev-
en points from Makia Lit-
ton and Sienna McKeever.

MEN’S COLLEGE

BASKETBALL
Wheeling 114,
West Liberty 107

WHEELING The
last time that the Wheeling
University Men’s Basket-
ball team had beaten West
Liberty entering play Sat-
urday was on February
24th, 20]18. On Saturday
night, the Cardinals (4-14,
2-10) broke the 10-game
losing streak as they took
down the Hilltoppers [ 14-
107. It was the first time
that the Cardinals have
gone over the 100 point
mark this season as the of-
fense led the way.

Leading the way for the
Cardinals was senior John
Korte, who put together
the best day of his colle-
giate career. He finished
the night with 40 points
and was just eight points
away from breaking the
program single-game
scoring record. He shot
an impressive 72% from
the floor and helped will
the Cardinals to what was
their biggest victory of the
Season.

WOMEN’S COLLEGE
BASKETBALL
Wheeling 74,

West Liberty 68

One of the great college
basketball rivalries in the
Ohio Valley made it’s
way to the Alma Grace
McDonough Center on
Saturday as “The Battle
for Wheeling™ kicked off
this basketball season.
The Wheeling University
Women's Basketball team
(11-7, 9-3) kept Wheel-
ing's unbeaten streak in
the rivalry alive at home
as they took down West
Liberty 74-68. The win
moves the Cardinals into
a tie for second in the ul-
tra competitive Mountain
East Conference (MEC)
and has them riding high
into the end of January.

This one would be a
nail bitter as the Cardinals
entered the fourth quar-
ter with just a three-point
advantage. West Liberty
hit a jumper coming out
of the fourth quarter that
made it a one-point adsaie
and the Cardinals had to
fight to hold on.

The Cardinal’s offen-
sive leader was once again
senior Lauren Calhoun,
who was one of three dou-
ble digit scorers on the
night. She finished with
16 points to lead the way
for the Cardinals while
finishing second on the
team with five rebounds.

Rahm Outlasts Rookie Thompson
To Win AmEXx By A Single Stroke

LA QUINTA, Calif.
(AP) — Jon Rahm took
advantage of mistakes by
rookie Davis Thompson
over the adventuresome fi-
nal three holes to win The
American Express by one
stroke. It was his second
victory in as many starts.

The Spanish star will
move up one spot in the
world rankings to No. 3.
He pumped his right fist

nnd fFlankhad o

Tanl: AF wn

lief after tapping in for a
two-putt par on No. 18 at
the PGA West Stadium
Course to finish at 27-un-
der 261.

He avoided trouble
down the stretch while
Thompson found just
enough to miss his first
victory in 20 starts,
Thompson led through 36
holes and shared the lead
with Rahm going into the

firnal rovind
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7:30 p.m.
ESPNU — Norfolk St. at
Morgan St.

9 p.m.
CBSSN — New Mexico at
Nevada
ESPN — Kansas at Baylor
COLLEGE BASKETBALL
{WOMEN'S)

7 p.m.
ESPN2 — lowa at Qhio St,
SECN — LSU at Alabama

8 p.m.
BTN — Indiana at Michigan
NBA BASKETBALL

8 p.m.

NBATV — Atlanta at Chi-

cagoe
10:30 p.m.

NBATV — Memphis at

Sacramento
SOCCER (MEN’S)
2:35 p.m.

FS2 — The French Cup
Pays de Cassel vs. Paris
Saint-Germain, Round of 32,
Lens, France

3p.m.

USA — Premier League:

Tottenham Hotspur at Ful-

ham
TENNIS
2p.m,

ESPN2 — ATP/WTA: The
Australian Open, Round of
16, Melbourne, Australia
{Taped)

9 p.m.
ESPN2Z — ATPMWTA: The
Australian Open, Quarterfi-
nals, Melbourne, Australia

OVAC WRESTLING

69th Annual OVAC
Ron Mauck Tournament
(at WesBanco Arena,
Wheeling}
TEAM SCORING
Overatl

1. Parkersburg South 242.5;
2. University 214, 3. Wheel-
ing Park 201.5; 4. Barnesville
200.5; 5. John Marshall 160;
6. (tie} Indian Creek, Oak Glen
145.5; 8. Steubenville 138;
9. Beaver Local 129.5; 10.
Martins Ferry 125.5: 11. Dover
106; 12. Shenandoah 91; 13.
Cameron 83.5; 14. Edison 81;
15, Warren Local 76; 16. Har-
rison Central 73; 17. Southern
Local 69.5; 18. St. Clairsville
62; 19. Caldwell 613; 20. East
Liverpool 57; 21. Linsly 56.5;
22. Wheeling Central 53.5; 23.
Union Local 53; 24. Wellsville
46.5; 25. Buckeye Local 46;
26, River 45; 27, (tie) Brooke,
Weir 41; 29. Cambridge 39;
30. Magnolia 38; 31. Bridge-
port 30; 32. Morgantown 26;
33. Fort Frye 25; 34. Steuben-
ville Catholic 23; 35. Bellaire
19; 36. Shadyside 18; 37.
Beallsville 10; 38. Marietta
8; 39. Monroe Central 6; 40.
Madonna 5; 41. Paden City 4;
42. Toronto 1; 43. Hundred 0

Class 5A

1. Parkersburg South 242.5;
2. University 214; 3, Wheeling
Park 201.5; 4. 4. John Mar-
shall 160; 5. Steubenville 138;
6. Dover 106; 7. Warren Local
76 8. Brooke 41; 9. Morgan-
town 26; 10. Marietta 8

Class 4A

(tie) Indian Creek, Oak Glen
145.5; 3. Beaver Local 129.5;
4, Edison 81; 5. Harrison Cen-
tral 73; 6. St. Clairsville 62; 7.
East Liverpool 57; 8. Buckeye
Local 46; 9. Weir 41; 9. 10.
Cambridge 39

Class 3A
1. Barnesville 200.5; 2. Mar-
tins Ferry 125.5; 3. Shenando-
ah 91; 4. Caldwell 61; 5. Linsly
56.5; 6. Union Local §3; 7.
Magnoclia 38; 8. Fort Frye 25;
9. Bellaire 19

Class 1A/2A

Cameran 83.5; 2. Southern
Local 69.5; 3, Wheeling Cen-
tral 53.5; 4. Wellsville 46.5; 5.
River 45; 6. Bridgeport 30; 7.
Shadyside 18; 8. Beallsville
10; 9. Monroe Central 6; 10.
Madonna 5; 11. Paden City 4;
12. Toronto 1; 13. Hundred 0

Championship Finals

106-Johnathan Huntsman
(Barn} d. Pepper Martin (U),
11-6; 113-Logan Davis (OG}
p. Tristen Rossiter {Shen),
2:54; 120-Bobby Buchheit
{BvL) d. Noah White {WP},
4-0; 126-Ethan Cook (JM) d.
Drake Kanyuch (Shen}, 2-1;
132-Dakota King (Barn} d.
Brody Saccoccia {Steubl, 6-5;
138-Skyler King (Barn) d.
Ryan Martin (PS), 6-3; 144—
Egidio DiFazio (D} p. Bradyn
Lucas (WP}, 4:32; 150-Reese
Stephen (B} d. C.J. Spencer
{IC}, 8-3; 157-Dom Parker
(U} d. Dom Paterra (IC), 7-3;
165-Jameson Maynard (WP}
d. Klypsan Wallace (JM), 4-3;
175-Luca Felix {U} d. Adam
Angel (Cam), 4-2; 190-Robert
Shockey (PS) d. Eric Williams
(EL}, 2-1 8V: 215-Brock Kehler
{U} d. Lucas Thomas {HC),
4-2: 285-Elijah Liewellyn {IC)
p. Marshall Bier, 1:00

Los Angeles 49 26 17
Edmonton 48 27 18
Calgary 47 22 16
Vancouver 46 18 25
San Jose 48 14 25
Anaheim 47 13 29

6 58 159 167
3 57 178 157
$ 53 150 143
3 39 155 186
9 37 145 184
5 3 113 199

NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for overtime loss. Top
three teams in each division and two wild cards per confer-

ence advance to playoffs.

Saturday’'s Games
Buffato 6, Anaheim 3
Calgary 6, Tampa Bay 3
Flarida 5, Minnesota 3
Columbus 5, San Jose 3
Winnipeg 5, Ottawa 1
Philadeiphia 2, Detroit 1
Montreal 3, Toronto 2, OT
Carolina 5, N.Y. Islanders 2
Dallas 4, Arizona 0
Chicago 5, St. Louis 3
Mashville 5, Los Angeles 3
Vegas 6, Washington 2
Edmenton 4, Vancouver 2
Colorado 2, Seattle 1, SO

Sunday's Games
New Jersey 2, Pittshurgh 1,
oT

Los Angeles 2, Chicago 1
Winnipeg 5, Philadelphia 3
Boston 4, San Jose 0
Arizona 4, Vegas 1
Monday's Games
Florida at N.Y. Rangers, 7

p.m.
N.Y. Islanders at Toronto, 7

Columbus at Calgary, 9:30
p.m.

Tuesday's Games
Boston at Montreal, 7 p.m.
Florida at Pittsburgh, 7 p.m.
Los Angeles at Philadelphia,
7 p.m.

Minnesota at Tampa Bay, 7
p.m.

San Jose at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Vegas at New Jersey, 7:30

p.m.
Buffalo at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Winnipeg at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Anaheim at Arizona, 9 p.m.
Washington at Colorado, 9
p.m,

Chicago at Vancouver, 10

'Wadnesday's Games
MN.Y. Islanders at Ottawa, 7

p.m.
N.Y. Rangers at Toronto, 7

p.m.
Carolina at Dallas, 8:30 p.m.
Columbus at Edmonton, 9:30

wwan L Lo

Okla.City 23 24 488 10
Portland 21 25 457 11%
Pacific Division

Pct GB

Sacramento 26 19 578 —

LA, Clippers 25 24 510 3

Phoenix 24 24 500 3%

Golden St. 23 24 489 4

L.A. Lakers 22 25 468 &
Saturday’s Games

Boston 1086, Toronto 104
Washington 138, Orlando 118
Cleveland 114, Milwaukee

102

Charlotte 122, Atlanta 118
Minnesota 113, Houston 104
Phoenix 112, Indiana 107
Philadelphia 129, Sacramento
127

Sunday’s Games
L.A. Clippers 112, Dallas 98
Miami 100, New Orleans 96
Toronto 125, New York 116
Okiahoma City 101, Denver
99

Phoenix 112, Memphis 110
Brgoklyn 120, Golden State
1

L.A. Lakers 121, Portland 112

Aussie Open

g'unf.]f.alo at Dallas, 8:30 p.m. \e"amm":ouver at Seattle, 10 p.m.
NFL PLavorrs Prep Hoops
Wild-card Playoffs Buckeys 8

Saturday, Jan. 14
San Francisco 41, Seattle 23
Jacksonvilie 31, L.A. Char-
gers 30
Sunday, Jan. 15
Buffalo 34, Miami 31
N.Y. Giants 31, Minnesota
24
Cincinnati 24, Baltimore 17
Meonday, Jan. 16
Dallas 31, Tampa Bay 14
Divisicnal Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 21
Kansas City 27, Jacksonville
0

Philadelphia 38, N.Y. Giants
7

Sunday, Jan. 22
Cincinnati 27, Buffalo 10
San Francisco 19, Dallas 12
Conference Championships

Sunday, Jan. 29

AFC

Cincinnati at Kansas City,
6:30 p.m. (CBS)
NFC

San Francisco at Philadel-
phia, 3 p.m. (FOX}
Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 12
At Glendale, Ariz.
Conference Championship
winners, 6:30 p.m. {FOX}

PGA Tour

The American Express Scores
Sunday
La Quinta, Calif.
a-PGA WEST TPC Stadium
Course [Host Course}
7.187 yards; Par 72
b-PGA WEST Nicklaus Tour-
nament Course
7,147 yards; Par 72
c-La Quinta Country Club
7,060 yards; Par 72
Purse: $8 million
Final Round
Note: Tournament is played
on three courses.
Jon Rahm {500}, $1,440,000
64c-64b-65a-68a—261
Davis Thompson (300},
$872,000
62c-64b-67a-69a-—262
Chris Kirk {163}, $472,000
69¢-67h-63a-64a—263
Xander Schauffeie {163},
$472,000
65c-68b-68a-62a—263
Taylor Montgomery (110),
$328,000
64¢-69b-65a-66a--264
Tom Kim (86), $252,400
69¢c-62b-67a-67a—265
J.T. Poston (86), $252,400
65b-66a-66¢c-68a—265
Matthias Schrmid (86),
$252,400
64a-72c-65b-64a—265
Robby Shelton (86),
$252,400
66a-68¢-65b-66a—265
Erik Van Rooyen {86},
$252,400
65a-72c-66h-62a— 265
Christiaan Bezuidenhout
{61}, 171,600
68a-67c-62b-6%9a—266
Sam Burns (61}, $171,600
64a-70c-64b-68a--266
Garrick Higgo (61}, $171,600
67a-68¢c-68h-63a—266
Patton Kizzire {61), $171,600
69c-63b-67a-67a—266
Scottie Scheffler {61),
$171,600
68c-65b-66a-67a—266
Tony Finau {52}, $134,000
69¢c-67b-65a-66a—267
Danny Lee (52}, $134,000
672a-68c-67b-65a-—267
Jason Day (46), $110,000
67b-64a-70c-67a—268
Adam Hadwin (46},
$110,000
68¢-69b-64a-67a—268
Harry Higgs (46}, $110,000
70a-66c-62b-70a—268

Championship Game
{at Martins Ferry)

Union Local 50,

Indian Creek 36
INDIAN CREEK (36} — Taylor
2, 3-37; Starkey 1, 4-4 7; Bal-
lato 0, 0-0 0; Anderson 2, 4-4
8; Robertson 3, 0-0 6; Ketron
3,0-2 8; Vandeborne 0, 0-0 0;
Totals: 11, 11-13 36. UNION
LOCAL {50} — R. Vinskovich
4, 5-6 13; Kildow 8, 2-2 20;
Kellaway 0, 0-0 0; Pietranton
1, 0-0 2; Miller 4, 0-0 10; L.
Vinskovich 1, 0-0 2; Day 1, 0-2
3; Totals: 19, 7-10 50.
3-point goals: IC — Starkey,
Ketron (2). UL — Kildow (2},
Miller (2}, Day.

ECHL

Saturday’'s Games
Reading 5, Norfolk 1
South Carolina 4, Atianta 2
Adirondack 5, Newfoundland 0
Florida 6, Savannah 2
Greenville 6, Orlando 3
Kalamazoo 3, Wheeling 2
Maine 3, Worcastar 1
indy 4, Fort Wayne 2
Toledo 5, lowa 0
Tulsa 5, Utah 2
Wichita 7, Kansas City 1
Rapid City 5, idaho 4
Sunday’'s Games
Cincinnati 6, Kalamazoo 2
Newfoundland 6, Adirondack 4
QOrlando 2, Florida 1
Wheeling 3, Indy 1
Jacksonville 5, South Caro-
lina 4
Toledo 5, lowa 1
Worcester 3, Trois-Rivieres 2
Allen 5, Kansas City 4
Utah 4, Tulsa 1

Monday
At Melbourne Park
Melbourne, Australia
Purse: AUD35,173,000
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor
MELBOURNE, AUSTRA-
LIA {AP) — Results Monday
from Australian Open at
Melbourne Park {seedings in
parentheses):
Women's Singles
Fourth Round
Aryna Sabalenka {5), Belar-
us, def. Belinda Bencic {12},
Switzerland, 7-5, 6-2.
Karolina Pliskova (30},
Czech Republic, def. Zhang
Shuai (23}, China, 6-0, 6-4.
Donna Vekic, Croatia, def.
Linda Fruhvirtova, Czech
Republic, 6-2, 1-8, 6-3.
Magda Linette, Poland, def.
Caroline Garcia {4}, France,
7-6 (3}, 6-4.
Men’s Doubles
Third Round
Wesley Kooihof, Nether-
lands, and Neal Skupski {1),
Britain, def. Aisam-ul-Hag
Qureshi, Pakistan, and Nikecla
Cacic, Serbia, 6-4, 6-2.
Marcel Granoliers, Spain,
and Horacio Zeballos {8},
Argentina, def. Raven Klaas-
en and Lloyd Harris, South
Africa, 6-1, 7-6 (4).
Jean-Juilien Rojer, Nether-
lands, and Marceloc Areva-
lo-Gonzalez {3), E! Salvador,
def. Robin Haase and Matwe
Middelkoop (16), Nether-
lands, 6-3, 7-6 {6).
Women's Doubles
Third Round
Shuke Aoyama and Ena
Shibahara (10}, Japan, def.
Anastasia Paviyuchenkova,
Russia, and Elena Rybakina,
Kazakhstan, 6-2, 7-6 (7).
Zhaoxuan Yang, China,
and Hao-Ching Chan {11},
Taiwan, def. Alison van
Uytvanck, Belgium, and
Anhelina Kalinina, Ukraine,

-3, 7-

r

CoLLegce Hoors Scores

NCAA MEN
Sunday, Jan. 22
EAST
CCSU 58, LIU 42
Carnegie Mellon 71, Wash-
ington (Mo.) 58
Chicago 85, Case Western 77
Fairfield 62, Siena 52
Maine 78, Binghamton 57
Mass.-Lowell 98, Bryant 79
Merrimack 63, St. Francis
{NY} 55
Mount St. Mary's 59, Marist 55
Niagara 59, St. Peter's 57
Quinnipiac 87, Canisius 82
Rider 67, Manhattan 65
Rochester 72, NYU 55
Stonehill 70, Fairleigh Dick-
inson 59
UConn 86, Butler 56
Vermont 85, NJIT 69
Wagner 68, Sacred Heart 58
SOUTH

Birmingham Southern 94,
Centre 89
Furman 96, Wofford 82
MIDWEST
Indiana 82, Michigan 5t. 69
Memphis 75, Cincinnati 68
Michigan 60, Minnesota 56
Purdue 58, Maryiland 55
SOUTHWEST
Temple 56, Houston 55
Wichita 5t. 71, SMU 69
FAR WEST
Colorado 58, Washington
St. 55
Oregon St. 68, California 48
NCAA WOMEN
Sunday, Jan. 22
EAST

Clemson 67, Boston College

57

Davidson 66, Duquesne 65
Fordham 71, Saint Joseph's 65
George Washington 69, VCU 61
Northeastern 68, Hofstra 48
Penn St. 74, Wisconsin 69
Rhode Island 74, St.
Bonaventure 57

Towson 70, Drexel 61

SOUTH
Auburn 77, Mississippi 76, OT
Belmaont 101, S. Iinois 45
Duke 62, Syracuse 50
Florida 73, Vanderbiit 55
Fiorida St. 74, Pittsburgh 37
Mississippi St. 77, Kentucky
76

Missouri St. 77, Murray St. 61
I‘s~.l. Ksentucky 73, Cleveland
t. 69

NC A&T 75, Hampton 70, OT
NC State 63, Louisville 51
North Carolina 70, Georgia

Tech 57

Sguth Carolina 92, Arkansas
4

South Florida 83, UCF 51
Virginia Tech 74, Wake Forest
57

William & Mary 80, Coll. of
Charleston 74, OT

MIDWEST
Fort Wayne 72, Wright St. 55
Green Bay 71, Robert Morris 54
IUPUI 85, Oakiand 69
lingis 67, Northwestern 64
litinois St. 78, Evansville 46
Indiana 5t. 71, Bradiey 60
La Salle 67, Loyola Chicago 51
Marquette 80, Seton Hall 61
Maryland 69, Nebraska 54
Michigan St. 85, Rutgers 63
Notre Dame 76, Virginia 54
Tennessee 68, Missouri 65
[UMass 79, Dayton 60
Youngstown 5t. 61, Milwau-

kee 51

SOUTHWEST
Texas 68, Baylor 55
Texas A&M 75, Georgia 73

FAR WEST

Arizona 80, Arizona St. 67
Hawaii 55, UC Riverside 51
Southern Cal 63, Washington
54, OT
Stanford 62, Colorado 49
UCLA 73, Washington St. 66
Utah 87, California 62

hlf)ping to get it and just
took a swing at it,”” Ham-
ilton said of his winning
goal. “I'm obviously hap-
py it went in.”

The Devils have won
two straight at home in
overtime, beating the
Rangers 4-3 on Jan. 7 in
the same manner. New
Jersey had a 4-0-1 trip be-
tween the overtime victo-
ries at Prudential Center.

“Not every game is
going to be a Picasso.
We found a way to win
a hockey game,”” Devils
coach Lindy Ruff said.
“We played the game the
right way.”

New Jersey moved
10 points ahead of Pitts-
burgh in the Metropolitan
Division, and the Devils
are two points behind di-
vision-leading Carolina.
They have three games in
four days later this week
before the All-Star break.

Hughes opened the
scoring 56 seconds into
the game, beating Pen-
guins netminder Tristan
Jarry (23 saves) on the
glove side for his 30th of
the season. Hamilton got
the lone assist.

“There was a lot to like
about this game. Our team
is playing hard. giving us
chances to win.”

BRUINS 4,

SHARKS 0

BOSTON (AP) — De-
fensemen Hampus Lind-
holm and Charlie McA-
voy scored highlight-reel
goals, Linus Ullmark
stopped 17 shots and
the NHL-leading Boston
Bruins beat the San Jose
Sharks 4-0 on Supday
night.
KINGS 2,
BLACKHAWKS 1
CHICAGO (AP) -
Jaret Anderson-Dolan
scored twice and [Los
Angeles snapped a four-
game losing streak.

JETS 5, FLYERS 3

PHILADELPHIA (AP)
— Axel Jonsson-Fjallby,
Kyle Connor and Mark
Scheifele gave Winnipeg
an early three-goal lead.
and the Jets held on to
beat Philadelphia.

COYOTES 4,

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 1

TEMPE, Ariz. (AP) —
Clayton Keller had his
second hat trick of the
season and Arizona got its
second victory in the last
13 games.

The 21-year-old
Hughes, in his fourth
FinaL 4

{Continued from Page 9)
The league decided on
the first of its kind confer-
ence championship neu-
tral site setting because
the Bills (13-3) finished
the season a half-game
behind the Chiefs (14-3)
after their game at Cincin-
nati was canceled on Jan.
2 when Biils safety Dam-
ar Hamtin went into car-
diac arrest and had to be
resuscitated on the field.
Hamlin’s inspirational
presence while watching
the game from an end-
Zone suite was not enough

to spark the Bills.
Instead, it was “Joe
Cool” showing poise

while playing in a per-
sistent snowfall.

Burrow completed his
first nine passes for 105
yards as Cincinnati raced
to a 14-0 lead after its
first two possessions.
Ja’Marr Chase opened the
scoring with a 28-yard
TD catch 3:20 into the
game, followed by Bur-
row’s 15-yard TD throw
to Hayden Hurst eight
minutes later. Joe Mixon
scored on a 1-yard run,
and Evan McPherson
made field goals from 20
and 28 yards in a game
the Bengals never trailed.

“The bigger the mo-
ment gets, the calmer he
gets,” Bengals coach Zac
Taylor said of Burrow,
who improved his playoff
record to 5-1. “Our guys
believe. They walk on the
field ready to attack.”

49ERS 19,
COWBOYS 12

SANTA CLARA. Ca-
lif. (AP) - Christian
McCaffrey scored on a
go-ahead 2-yard run in
the fourth quarter and San
Francisco’s defense did
the rest, sending the 49ers
to their second straight
NFC title game witha 19-
12 victory over the Dallas
Cowboys on Sunday.

The 49ers (15-4) used
back-to-back long scor-
ing drives in the second
half to wear down the
Cowboys (13-6) and win
their 12th straight game.
San Francisco advanced
to play the Eagles in the

124

NEFC title game next Sun-
day in Philadelphia after
losing in that round to the
Rams a year ago.

The Cowboys lost for
the record seventh straight
time in the divisional
round and have failed to
make it to the NFC title
game since winning their
fifth Super Bowl titie fol-
lowing the 1995 season.

Dak Prescott threw two
interceptions and Brett
Maher missed his fifth
extra point of the postsea-
son when his attempt was
blocked. He later made
two field goals.

CHIEFS 27,
JAGUARS 20
(SATURDAY)

KANSAS CITY, Mo.
(AP) — Hobbling along
on an injured ankle. Pat-
rick Mahomes threw for
195 yards and two touch-
downs on Saturday. lead-
ing the Kansas City Chiefs
toa 27-20 victory over the
Jacksonville Jaguars and a
spot in their fifth straight
AFC title game.

Mahomes missed most
of the second quarter after
his ankle was landed on
by a Jacksonville defend-
er. But the All-Pro quar-
terback returned in the
second half and led the
Chiefs on a 75-yard TD
drive in the fourth quar-
ter that helped to ensure a
date with the Bengals for
a spot in the Super Bowl.

EAGLES 38,

GIANTS 7

PHILADELPHIA (AP)
— Jalen Hurts erased lin-
gering doubts about the
state of his right shoulder
by throwing two touch-
down passes and running
for a score during a dom-
inant first half, and Phil-
adelphia  -overwhelmed
New York in an NFC di-
visional playoff game.

Hurts missed two
late-season losses with a
sprained right shoulder.
He’s back. and so are the
Eagles as a Super Bowl
threat. Top-seeded Phil-
adelphia will host the
NFC championship game
next Sunday against San
Francisco.
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Seth Staskey
Sports Editor

Toronto’s Karaffa
gearing up for his
first pro season in
the Phillies system

Nate Karaffa is about to embark on a
life that most only dream about.

The Toronte High School and Ohio
State University graduate can hardly be-
lieve it himself when he takes a step back
and thinks that in less than a month he’ll
be taking part in his first professional
baseball spring training camp.

“This whole process has been unreal,”
Karaffa said. “T've really not had a lot of
time to simply slow down and really think
about it. but I consider myself extremely
blessed to be in this position. Each op-
portunity you have to keep chasing your
dream is a reason to be excited.”

Karaffa was drafted in the 20th round
of last July’s MLB Draft by the Philadel-
phia Phillies after a strong career with the
Buckeyes.

“To be hand-picked and considered one
of the very best in your sport is incredible
to even think about.” Karaffa said during
a recent phone interview. “Now, though,
it’s a matter of putting in the work to make
sure you're on top of it, so you don’t get
passed up.”

Karaffa has been in Clearwater -- at the
Phillies spring training home -- basically
since early this month, continuing his re-
hab from an elbow injury that didn’t re-
quire surgery.

“I"ve just been building up getting ready
for spring training,” Karafta said. “I was
injured when | got drafted, but I am finally
able to really start throwing and we will
be ready in a couple of weeks when spring
training starts.”

The Phillies drafted Karaffa as a pitch-
er, which was surprising because Karaffa
became a pitcher at Ohio State because the
Buckeyes needed arms to eat innings.

“Going to Ohio State, I had no plan to
pitch,” Karaffa said. “it just happened and
here we are.”

Karaffa finished his Buckeyes career
with only 28.1 innings worked. He post-
ed a 3-1 career record with an earned run
average north of six. But, he did fan 36
hitters.

Karaffa had met with some MLB clubs.

in the fall of 2021 and continued conver-
sations going into the summer, but opted
not to play summer ball because of the
injury. He was able to go through some
workouts.

Still, though. he didn’t know what was
in store until that summer afternoon when
he was actually driving back to Toronto
from Columbus and saw an alert on his
phone.

1 hadn’t even gotten a call from the
Phillies or anyone when I saw it on my
phone that 1 had been (drafted),” Karaffa
recalled. I honestly didn’t know how to
react.”

With that part out of the way, Karaffa
and his family still had some major deci-
sions to make. Picked 602nd overall, Kar-
affa debated going back to Ohio State for
an additional season. However, in the end,
the opportunity to give pro ball a try was
simply too much to pass up.

“It’s not that [ didn’t think I was ready
for pro ball, but | had some doubts on
signing,” Karaffa said. “I spent about a
week at home (in Toronto) before the deal
got done. 1 feel reaily good about the de-
cision.”

Karaffa, who went to Ohio State fol-
lowing a brilliant prep career with the Red
Knights that culminated with a state cham-
pionship in 2019, thoroughly enjoyed his
time with the Buckeyes.

“I've got so many memories and I'm
so thankful for the opportunity to have
played at Chio State,” Karaffa said. “I was
able to build so many relationships and I
still talk to those guys all the time. It was
simply a dream come true to play there.
What a fun thing.”

Ultimately. Karaffa -- like every play-
er who heard his name called in the draft
-- wants to make it to the big leagues.
However, obviously, Karaffa isn’t putting
a timetable on it. Actually. he’s not even
reallv sneciilating where he mav plav this

PhataS/SETH STASKEY

ABOVE: ST. Clairsville's Adrienne Lowe swims toward a silver medal in the 100 butterfly during Friday night's OVAC
Bill Brubaker Swim Championship at the Brooke Wellness Center. Lowe won four silver medals in the meet to help fuel

the Red Devils to the team title.

BELOW TOP: St. Clairsville’s Evan Yost swims toward a champicnship in the 100 butterfly during the OVAC Swimming

Championship held at Brooke.

BELOW BOTTOM: Martins Ferry’s John Consort swims toward a win in the 200 IM Friday at the OVAC Swim Meet.

St. C., Linsly win OV

AC swim titles

By SETH STASKEY = —=a
Times Leader Sports Editor e, g :'..--—-w-"""""", =
WELLSBURG - New format. Similar |2« & :

meet results. :
Such was the case at Friday's newly add- §
ed 1A/4A championship meet at the annual
OVAC Bill Brubaker Swimming Champion-
ship held inside the gorgeous Brooke Wellness
Center. :
Though the meet was broken down differ- g
ently, the titles went to familiar schools. Lins-
1y swept the 1 A/3A titles, while St. Clairsville
continued its stranglehold on the 4A division. |-
Linsly’s girls ran away from the field, accu-

mulating 395 points, which was 233 clear of i

runner-up Martins Ferry.
The Cadets boys, meanwhile, finished with [
249 to defeat runner-up Wheeling Central by

133 points.

St. Clairsville, meanwhile, finished with 199
points on the girls’ side and 220 on the boys’
side, fending off Indian Creek for both crowns.
The Redskins finished with 101 points in the
girls meet and 198 on the boys side.

GIRLS

Linsly’s girls came into the meet feeling
pretty good about their chances, especially
when they saw the pysche sheet and they were
the top seed in 10 of the 11 events. And by top

seed, that was overall in both classes compet- [l

ing not just in their own division.

Head coach Nick Levi, who is in his first
season at the helm of the tradition-rich Cadets
program, watched his girls deliver in a big |:
way. Linsly won exactly 10 of the 11 events.

“It as an awesome day in the pool,” Levi

said. “We came into the meet with high ex- B :

See, SWIM, Page C2
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Photo/KIM NORTH
HARRISON CENTRAL'S Lucas Thomas works
for control of Steubenville’s Spencer Ostovich
during their 285-pound championship quarterfinal
match held Friday night at the Ron Mauck OVAC
Wrestling Tournament.

Barnesville has six in the
championship semifinals

By KIM NORTH
For The Times Leader

WHEELING - The tempera-
tures outside may be cooling
down, but the action is heating
up inside WesBanco Arena as
the 69th annual OVAC Ron
Mauck Wrestling Tournament
has completed three sessions.

And after two days of action,
Parkersburg South has stretched
its lead in Class 5A, while Bea-
ver Local and Oak Glen are wag-
ing a two-team race in Class 4A.
Barnesviile has all but wrapped
up another Class 3A title, and
Southern Local continues a slim
margin over defending champi-
on Cameron in Class 1 A/ZA.

The Wood County Patriots
have piled up 156 points to

also lead the overall standings
by 23 over University. Defend-
ing overall and Class 5A titlist
Wheeling Park is third with 130,
while surging John Marshall was
fourth with 117, a half-point
better than Class 3A frontrunner
Barnesville and Steubenville.

“We are wrestling well right
now, and even the guys that are
losing are giving a good effort.
That’s what [ want,” Parkers-
burg South head coach Shawn
Smith said. “If you lose a match
you can’t hang your head on it,
you've got to go out and win the
next one. That's what I'm look-
ing for.”

Parkersburg South has five
semifinalists in 2021 champi-
on Brady Roberts (126), Ryan

See, WRESTLING, Page C2

St. Clairsville extends Bellaire’s skid




iné. I am so proud of our team. We
swam lights out from top to bottom.™

They wasted no time in getting their
quest started. The tcam of Bea Fauro,
Sarah Coha. Liv Torner and Julia Sales
posted a 1:58.12 o win the 200 med
ley relay.

From there. it was on.

Junior Berta Roca touched the wall in
2:06.46 to win the 200 freestyle for the
first individuad titie of the evening. Her
_second championship came in the 500
free thanks to a time of 5:44.13.

Torner noiched her first individual
title in the 2064 IM. posting a 2:21.46.
Her second victory came a few events
later in the 100 fly when she posted a
1:04.89.

Junior Anna Norman got into the
gold-medal act in the 50 free thanks to
a blazing 25.41 cifort. She added the
100 free crown with a time of 36.23,
fending off her teammate. Sales for the
top prize.

Linsly added the 200 free relay title
when the team of Roca. Coha, Sales
and Norman joined speed forces for a
1:48.06. Sccond place in the event,
ironically. went to the Cadets” "B re-
lay team. which was comprised of Hay-
na Murray, Sharon Aristizabal, Taylor

Remp and Sophie Funke with a time of

1:58.86.
“To have our *B” Relay get second to
our “A’ leam is something that's really
special to us.” Levi admitted. “There is
always pressure to perform and carry on
the Lmsiy tradition, at OVAC and, Ihal 5
something we donI-také “lightly.”™

Coha fended off Wheeling Central 5
Abie Riedel by |'I hundredths of a sec-
ond to claim victory in the 100 breast-
stroke with a time of 1:11.87.

The Cadets foursome of Torner.
Roca, Fauro and Nerman ended the
meet with a time of 3:49.56 to win the
400 frec relay.

Whecling Central’s Smilee Humpe
edged out Linsiy’s Fauro for the 100
backstroke title with a time of 1:06.16.
Humpe was sccond in the 200 IM earli-
er in the evening.

St. Clairsville captured the 4A title,
but only produced a medal. which is a
top three overall place. in eight events.
The Red Devils received ap impressive
performance {rom sophomore Adrienne
Lowe, who registered four silver med
als. She was part of the runner-up med-
ley and 400 free relay teams and was
second in both the 100 t1y and 500 free.

The path to tixe title was much differ-
ent this scason afier the Red Devils lost
a lot of top-end points to graduation.

“In Novemember. | didn't think (win-
ning OVAC) was going to be possible
because of what we lost, but these girls
competed and they proved me wrong,”
St. C. head coach Ernte Banks said.
“I am so proud of them for how well
they’ve competed and worked this seca-
son. We got it donc a lot differently this
year than we have the last several vears,
but we came with a lot ol second places.
What Adricnne did was pretty amazing.
Cur girls knew what they had to do and
were steady.”

BOYS

Linsly and St
their muscle curly
to clainunyg teumn

Clairsvitle flexed
and often en route
fniles and winning a

HORAN FAMILY DENTISTRY

course of the 11-event meet.

The Cadets, who claimed their 63rd
title in the pool, ignited the title chase
when the team of Parker Griffith, John
Papadimitriou. Antonic Navarro and
Mariano Fonseca posted a 1:46.68 to
win the medley relay.

Navarro returned to the pool a few
heats later and captured the 200 free-
style in 1:55.62. He made it two indi-
vidual goals when he swam away from
the field to win the 500 freestyle in a
time of 5:13.14, which was more than
27 seconds better than his nearest com-
petitor.

Papadimitriou got into the individ-
ual winning act when he edged out St.
Clairsville’s Zach May by two hun-
dredths of a second for the 50 freestyle
in what was arguably the best race of the
evening. The Cadet touched in 22.80.

Linsly’s final victory came in the 200
free relay when the team of Papadimi-
triou. Colby Gibbons. Fonseca and Na-
varro swam a 1:36.39 for the title.

“It’s special to win both the boys and
girls titles in my first season and it’s
something I'll always cherish.,” Levi
said. “We went into the meet trying to
get as many medals as possible. We
kids swimming different events for the
team to try and accomplish that goal.
The boys medaling in ail but two events
is an awesome accomplishment. We are
very proud of our team. We thought,
back 1n September. it could be a special
year. Coach Brubaker left the team in

hdledl shape and m\f_c re very thankful.”

final period. Ray Ray Pettigrew (15) and brother Mac
Mac (eight) combined for 23 points in the stanza.
Meanwhile, Thoburn (16) and Pastor (nine) did all of

St. Clairsville’s scoring in the pertod.

Bellaire was able to cut the deficit to eight at 82-
74 on a Pook Little free throw with 2:40 remaining.
The Big Reds would get no closer. however, as Pastor
delivered four straight markers for a 12-point bulge

with 1:25 to play.

Schafer, who exhibited nice floor play. ended with
11 counters while Jacob Parsons added eight points.

The Pettigrew brothers combined for 47 poinis on
the night. Ray Ray meshed 25 tallies with Mac Mac
adding 22. Junior ace Mayson Sochor chipped in with
18 points, 12 coming in the final quarter. while Jakob

Dowling produced nine markers.

“l was really happy with how we attacked their
press. We were really aggressive.” Clifford said. “We
turned it over at times but I can live with aggressive
mistakes. We still have a shot at making the OVAC

Tournament Final Four,”

Along those lines, St. Clairsville has a chance to
enhance its OVAC 4A standing Tuesday when it wel-
comes John Marshall. Bellaire visits Shadyside the

same night.

The Red Devils finished with 17 turnovers. five

more than Bellaire.

VLIS UL L1150 e vl Liks ¥ W

been a couple of the big-
gest things so far.” Kar-
affa said. “It’s been really
fun meeting a lot of new
guys.”

Karaffa got a good start»
on learning how to handle
and take care of his busi-
ness thanks to his time
playing for now Ohio,
High Schoo! Baseball
Coaches Association Hall
of Famer Brian Perkins.

Though he couldn’t at-
tend his coach’s induction
ceremony this weekend in’
Columbus. Karaffa said
he would reach out to
Perkins.

“Coach Perkins was a
huge help to me and we
stit] talk all the time,” Kar-
affa said. “He deserves
all of the recognition he

qumpnousmpf ady
Bellaire £
ﬁl,.r Rode

St Clairsville™—:"on the"strength of ; e

junior Evan Yost and May individu-

ally — were simply too much for the [

Redskins with the top-end points.

The Devils got 80 of their points just
from their four victories.

“The guys really out-performed them-
setves,” Banks said. “We needed every
point we could find in every event just
to keep pace with and then pull ahead
of Indian Creek, which was very tough

and deserves a lot of credit. Without our F,

guys performing the way they did and
doing everything they could, we would
not have been champions.”

Yost. who is just a junior, was a dou-
ble gold medalist, individually. He won
the 100 backstroke in 55.16 and earlier
had captured the 100 fly in 52.78.

“Evan is tough and he’s getting stron- [»

ger with every practice and meet.”
Banks said. “He eats. sleeps and breaths
swimming. He’s only going to continue
to get better.”

May wasn't about to aliow Papadim-
itriou to edge him for a second time in
the 100 free. May got the job done by
touching the wall with an impressive
49.66 clocking.

The Red Devils put the finishing
touches on their third boys title in
school history when the team of Yost,
Luke Stack. Brady Blacker and May
swama 3:35.63.

Martins Ferry senior John Consort —
a foreign exchange student from Brazil
— will go back home this spring with
two OVAC championships on his re-
sume.

Consort claimed the 200 individu-
al medley in 2:04.37 and later added
the 100 breaststroke with a time of
1:02.78.
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BETECTING XRAYS
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receives, especially this
hall of fame. I know no
matter what's going on.
[ am able to pick up the,
phone and give him a call’
for any type of advice and
i he’s always a huge help.”
' SETH’S SCOOPS
SPEAKING OF base-
ball, Martins Ferry assis-
tant coach Sean Zeakes.
was named the Ohio High.
School Baseball Coach--
es Association Assistant.
Coach of the Year. ;
THE RISE of Esports:
is continuing. This past
week. the OHSAA an-
nounced a partnership,
with Esports Ohio. which
will host a state tourna-
ment in May. There are
currently 250  schools
in Ohto with an Esports
team. It won't be long
before Esports i1s a full-
fledged OHSAA sport.
THE  DIVISIONAL
i round of the NFL Play-
offs is the best weekend
of the year for the sport.
My winners are Philadel-

Photo/JOE LOVELL
ST. CLAIRSVILLE'’S Tyson Pastor goes up for a shot
over Bellaire’s Jakob Dowling during the first half of
Friday's game. The Red Devils recorded a 91-81 vic-

tory over the Big Reds.

phia and San Francisco in
the NFC and Cincinnati
and Kansas City in the
AFC.

e Wrestling
Continued from Page C1

Martin (138), Nathan Murphy (144),
Kyle Wheeler (157) and Robert Shock-
ey (190).

Smith said his team has raflied around
the loss of returning champion Gage
Wright to a foot injury.

“I talked to the kids earlier in the
week and told them everyone has to
step up and that will go a long way to-
wards Saturday night. So far, they're
showing it.”

University, which lost No. 6 seed at
113, Brodie Emery, to weight issues
before Friday's action began, have six
in the semis. They are Pepper Martin
(106), Carter Pauley (132}, Dom Park-
er (I57), Luca Felix (175), Brock Ke-
hier (215) and Ryder Hastings (285).
Felix is a defending champion.

Defending champion Bradyn Lucas
(144) leads half-a-dozen Wheeling
Park wrestlers into the semis. Oth-
ers include Noah White (120), Adam
Carman (138), Quinton Velas (150).
Jameson Maynard (165) and Erick
Brothers Jr. (215).

“We had a lot of guys wresile really
well and got us some bonus points. so
that's going to give us some Momentum
heading into tomorrow (Saturday),”
Wheeling Park head coach Brian Leg-
gett said. “Hopefully, we can punch all
six of those guys all the way through.”

[F

Barnesville also has six semifinal-
ists in Johnathan Huntsman (106). re-
turning champion Dakota King (132).
Skyler King (138). Logan Tague (144).
Reese Stephen (150} and Ayden King
(157). That number is possible the most
ever for the Shamrocks. head coach
Jayson Stephen said.

*] don’t really look at the team scores
until the end of the tournament,” Ste-
phen noted. “All of our wins have come
by pins and we’ve got a lot of bonus
points.”

The top sceded wrestler to be elimi-
nated was third-seeded Hayley Snyder
{106) who last ycar became the first fe-
male wrestler to make the podium when
she finished seventh at 113.

Today’s action resumes at 11 am.
with championship semifinals and third-
and fourth-round consolation bouts. The
final session begins at 3:30 p.m. with
opening ceremonies. The championship
finals and matches for third-. fifth- and
seventh-places will begin at 4.

*After a good second round today
we hit a couple of bumps in the road to-
night,” Steubenville head coach Lucas
Huffman said. “However. we did get
three in the semis. and that's great.”

Those three are returning champion
Brody Saccoccia (132), Cal Beadling -
(138) and Savier Faulks (150).

]
kg
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THE SCORE

. 21
BOYS BASKETBALL
John Marshal at Wheeling Park
atWitCo.
 Boalevile
Buckeye Local at Shadyside
mmm
Linsly at .30 pm.
GIRLS BASKETBALL

Buckeye 3

Cambxidge Ezig:nn b
v an

St ClairsviBe vs. Beaver Local, een

mmwmam
Unign tocal vs. Indian Creek, 6 pm.
Fequiar Sesson

River at Magnokia, 112
Brooke 2t Stesbenvilie, noon
Lmki,i‘meel'nga!‘.éliermal r;om ]

&l Fronber, 1:30 pm,
Worth harion 41 Oak Glen

sttty asig sy 45
Jest at Yiheeling University, 4 pm.
Women

wversty al West ,2pm,
Wheeﬁnmmgﬂsp wzﬁ
OVAC Mest & Brooke

PREP WRESTLING
OVAC Tournament at WesBanco Arena,

Prep Boxscores

BOYS RASKETBALL
St Cigiroville 1, Bellare 81
ST. CLAIRSVILLE {1}~ Thobom 11, +0-1335; Porter
3,006, Schatr 3,48 3. Pastor 10 5727 Gasber 2,004
Parsons 3,2-26; Wolle 0,000, Toals 22 22-20. BELLAIRE
{811 - Sochor 7 2-2 18; Dowing 4, 00 R Petbgew 11 33
25 M, Pettyew 8. 46 27 Dquia 0. 24 2 Lt 1,133
Das 1, 002, Tosats 2, 1247
Three-pork. goals S Clarswle {5) - Thobem (3.
52d\d€!1:.Pasb':1f.Bela:elﬁ - Sochor 2 M. Pelbypew
{ },Mg:ll
Baslsyifle 49, Bridgeport 47
BAIDGEPORT (47) ~ . Jackson B, 44 19, Threet 1.
002 Gear § 02 2 Spurock 5, 22 15. GoR 0, 0 0, A
Jackson &, 008, Widmor G, 1-2 1, Whe 6. 004 Tokz: 17,
7-1047 BEALLSVILLE (45) - Alen 3, 35 : Hoghes & 33
14 Hagan 2.6-1 6. Ancerson 1, 002 Pesins 4. 008; Sl
000 Tar 5, omo Tolak, 19, 61148

lﬁ — €. Jatkson {3), Spuriock (3}. Be ~
Hughes (3), Hagan (21
Uinion Local 6, Cambridge 52

UNION LOCAL (611 — Porte: 5, 63 18: Butts B, 22 14;
hoore B, 00 13; Blake §. 0-3 12; Tomodonks 2, 00 4; Totals:
25, 814 61, CAMBRIOGE (52) - Bamett 5, 3317
6, 00 13 Carpenter 4, 00 % Ban 2, 04, Gregg 2. 00 4;
Maore 1, 00 2; Mathews 1. 00 2; Lacey C. 00 0; Tolass:
21, 3382

Jpomt qoals: UL — Porter (2). Mocee. C ~ Banett (4],

Carpenter. Moore
Welr 82, Harrison Centrad 77

WEIR (B2] = Cross 13, 1418 45: Lyors 3, 00 7: Stro-
mie 2. 1-4 6; Pranbos 4, 00 9: Bruck &, (-0 8. Smith 0, 0-0
0; Tumer 3,03 6; Jones 0, 1-2 1; Tatals: 29, 16-17 62, HAR:
RISON CENTRAL{7T) - Jwosko 1, 1-23; Madna 10, 1928
39 Caswcy 8,0-2 19: Elol [ 000 Quita 0, 0-0.0; Vermeon
02220@&2%%}5.;?11 : Tokals: 24, 26-3977.

yons, Somde, Pretice.
HC = Cassdy i3]
DerS.Vlheﬁngcum

WHEELING GENTRAL 140, - T Dean 00-00: Burlensia
256 11, Giangek 0 0-0 0 Ratclife 0-05:E Dean 2 1-25;
Bk 10:0 3, Oleiasz 1 040 2 Gedhn 000 0; 323
10; Ceall 006 0: Schett 1 11 Totals: 12 10-11 40, DOVER
65} ~ Grove 8 0-0 24, Gilyard 3 00 6, Steverson 5 11 15:
Hamm 12-24; Colets 200 4: Barton 0.0-2 0: DeVeuh 2 0-04;
Rodgeway 1 0:02; Hanner 200 4: Conner 0 1-2 1; Mcinon
0000; Lunie 3 00 2 Totals. 2547 65

3:pom! goals: WG - Burlensid; Rawifle: E Dean; Bilick;
Anthonry {21 . D - Grove (8 Slevm{-ﬂ
South B3, Park 53

Wheeling

WHEELING PARK (53} - A. Devis 7 040 16; Siephens
20404; M. Davis 3 2-2.9: Gbson 0 0-0 0; Wikinson 30-26,

.34 16; Demko 000 : 21 58 53 PARKERSBURG

{B8) - Reeves 357 11; Tiaugh 3349, Walker 100
& Jones 1 4:2.3; St 6 56 20; Joy Z 040 4; Piolner 4 1-35;
Biake 4 00 10; Tokls: 24 1522 68

Spoint goas: WP - A Davis (4), M. Davis, Philps; PS
- Smith {3), Blake £2)

OVAC Wrestling

B9th Annuat CVAC
Fon Mauck Toonament
TEAM SCORING
Overall

1. Pakersburg South 156; 2. University 133;
3. Wheeking Park 130; 4. Johs Marghall 117; 5. (te)
Bamesvile, Steuberlle 116.5; 7. Beaver Local
995; 8. Oak Glen 97.5; &, Incian Creek 96.5; 10,
Marins Femy 93.5; 11, Edison 70; 12, Dover 69.5; 13,
Shenandoah 66; 14. Southem Local 84.5; 15.Camer-
0n 63; 16. Hamison Central 60; 17. (tie) SL Clairsvile,
Waren Local 58; 1. Cakdwel 57; 20. Linsly 53.5, 21.
Union Local 475; 22, Suckeye Local 46; 23, Easl
Liverpool 40; 24, Wheeling Central 38.5; 25. Wekz 37;
26, Wellsvile 35.5; 27. Magnolia 35: 28. (tie) Brooke,
River 32: 30. Gambridge 31; 3+. {tie) Bridgepor, Mor-
gantown 26; 33. Foct Frye 25; 4. Steubenvite Catho-
o 23, 35. Beltarre 19; 3. Shadyside 18; 37, Bealisville
1038 Marietia 8; 39, Monepe Central 6; 40. hMadonna
5; 41, Paden City 4; 42. Toronta 1; 43 Hundred 0

{lass 5A

1. Parkersbury South $56; 2. Undversity 133;
3. Wheeling Park 130; 4. 4. Joha Marsha 117.5; 5.
Steubenvile 116.56. Dover 69.5; 7. Warren Local 59;
8. Brooke 32; 9. Moeganiown 25; 10. Marietia 8

Class 44

Beaver Local 99.5; 2. Oak Glen 97.5; 3, Indian
Creek 96.5; 4, Edison 70; 5, Hamison Central 60;6. S,
Clairsville 59: 7. Buckeye Local 46; 8. East Liverpool
40:9. Weir 37: 9. 10. Cambridge 31

Class 34

1. Bamesville 116.55; 2. Mariins Femry 93.5;
3. Shenandoah 56; 4. Caldwed 57; 5. Linsly 53.5; 6.
Union Local 47.5; 7. Magrolia 35; 8. Forl Frye 25; 9.
Bellaire 19

(Jlass 14724

Southern Local 64.5; 2. Cameron &3; 3. Bridge-
port 26; 4. Wheeling Ceniral 30.5; 5. Weflsville 3.5, 6.
River 32; 7. Shadyside 18; 8. Beatsville 1), 9. Morvoe
Ceniral 6; 1. Madonna 5; 11. Paden City &, 12. To-
foni9 1: 13 Hundred

Smhz. A

C?L!.E %&IHALL[MEN‘&
12pm

ESPN — Miam at Duke

ESPN2 - Mississipi at Arkansas
ESPNU ~ UCF at South Fionda
FS1 ~ Georgelown at Xavier
1230pm.

USA Daylon at George Washingion

CBS TCU at Kansas
SECN — Vanderbit 2t Georgia
13pm.

2pm il
ASC—UCLAmmma

ESPN — Texas ARM at Kentucky
ESPN2 — Texas Toch af Kansas St
E£8PNU — Virginia 2! Wake Forest
FOX - lowa at Ohi 51

FS1 - DePaul al Providance
215p.m.

BTN — Nebraska a1 Penn 51,

20 pm.
USA - La Salle a1 Saint Lovs

.AgCN Florida St st Pitisburgh
3%pm

pm.

CESSN UNLY al Fresmo S
ESPN — Texas a West ¥
ESPNZ — Veegnia Tech at

ESPNU — Indkana St &l Murray S1
SECN — Alabama ai Messouri
Bpm.

CBSSN - BYU a! San Francisco
ESPNU -~ Tulzne & Tulsa
PAC-12N — Washingion at Utzh

BN pm.
SgCN—FlmdaatM‘mppu' ippe St
10pm.

CBSSN - San Diego St at Ar Force
ESPNU — Southem Cal at Arizona St

11pm.
FS1 - al Stanford
COLLEGE {WOMEN'S)
fiam.
CBSSN — Navy gt Amn
(SDOLLEGE G\'WASIIC’S {WOMEN'S)
pm.
PAC-12N — UGLA ot Washi
fa}OLLEGE ICE HOCKEY (MEN'S)
pam.
BTN - Michigan af Minnesola
COLLEGE TRACK AND FIELD
43pm,
— Simmons-Harvey Invitational: From Ann
Aror, Mich

GOLF

12pm.

GOLF - LPGA Tour, The Hiton Grand Vaca-
tions Teunament Of Champions, Thed Round, Lake
Nm%GoHGwse.Orlando.Fh

pm.

GOLF — PGA Tour; The Amencan Express,
Third Round, PGA WEST Private Chubhouse, a
me.

Tpm.

GOLF - PGA Tour Champions: The Mitsubi
shi Electric & Hualalsi, Final Round,
Hualalai GC, Kaupulehu, Hawaii

2am. (Sunday)

GOLF -~ DP World Tour: The Abu Dhabi HS8C
0, Final Round, Yas Links, Abu Dhabi,
Arab m'ma
HORSE RACING
20 pm.
F82 — NYRA: Amenca's Day al the Races
yIXEDMAHTlALAHTS
pm.
ABC ~ UFC 283 Prefims: Undercard Bouts, Rio
de Janexo, Brazil
ESPN — UFC 283 Prefms: Undercard Bous,
Rio de Janeiro, Brazk
NFL FOOTBALL
&30 pm.
NBC AFC Dbvisional Round Playoft: Jackson-
wﬂeatKamaany

FOX ~ NFC Daisional Round Playoff: NY Gianis
aiPI'ﬂadelma
HOCKEY

I?&)pm

NHLN — Anaheqn at Bufizio

Tpm.

NHLN - Toronto af Monireal

SOCGER (MEN'S)

1am.

USA - Premier League: Everton 3l West Ham
United

H50am,

FS2 ~ The French Cup: Ajaccio at Toulouse,
Round of 32

1ZB'gupm.

NBC - Premier |sague: Newcaste United at

Palace

7am.
ESPN2 ~ ATPMTA: The Austrakan Open, Thad
Found, Metoume, Australia (Teped)

gpm,
E§PN2 ~ ATPWTA: The Ausratan Open,
Round of 16, Melboure, Austraia

ETemps are Falling..

WINTER WORLD UNIVERSITY GAMES

$W0am

ESPNU — FISU World University Games: Men's
lcs Hockey - Semitnal 1, Lake Placid, NY. —

Sunday, January 22

AUTO RACING

1amtmr|dayl

CNBC — Monster Energy AMA Supercross
Championship: Round 3, San Diago (Tapad)

COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN'S)

12pm.

CBS ~ Michigan St at Indiana

FOX - Butler a UConn

emple al Housion
PA{}Ia‘I ~— Oregon 8t &t CaBlormia

4pm.
EgPHU Furman at Wotfoed
EgPNU mmm
{WOMEN'S)
12pm
ACCN - a1 Duke
a1 Duquesne

CBSSN -
ESPHY — Ubkess ai Daylon

1pam.
AgC-NCStaleaiLuisvile
SECN - Kenbucky at Mississippi SL

AECN Vieginia al Notre Dame
ESPNU - UCFmSthFIonch

m.
E£°N2~mkamasal8wmwoha
F51 — Seton Hal af Marquetls
SECN — Georgia at Texas ABM

4pm.
ACCN ~ Georgia Tech at North Carofina
5pm.
BTN — Wisconsm af Penn S,
ESPNZ - Texas at Bayior
PAC-12N - Colorado at Stanford
?ECN Mississippi at Aubum

m
PAC'YZG {tzh at Catdornia
COLLEGE GYMNASTICS (WOMEN'S)

7pm.
8IN - Michigan at Michigan St
8

g}.)mN.

ESPN - Utah at Okdzhoma
COLLEGE WRESTLING
lpm,

BTN - lowa at Wisconsin
GOLF

2pm.

NEC — LPGA Tour: The Hition Grand Vacations
Toumament Of Champions, Final Round, Lake Nona
Golf Course, Oriando, Fla.

3pm,

GOLF — PGA Tour The Amencan Express,
Fioal Round, PGA WEST Prvate Chibhouse, La
Quinta, Calf,

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL {BOY'S)

EgPNU NIBG Series: Christ The King [N.Y.)
Slepmac{NY ), Queens, NY
HORSE

Z3pm.
FS2 ~ NYRA: America’s Day at the Races
NBA BASKETBALL

830p.m.
NBATY — a1 Golen State
NBA GLEAGUE ALL

Ipm.

NBATV College Park at Fort Wa
NFL FOOTBALL "

a!&dfab '

FOX NFC Divisional Round Phayoff: Dalas at
San Franciseo
NHL HOCKEY

2pm.
NHLN ~ Pritsturgh al New Jersey

7pm.
RHLN - Los Angeles at Chicago
RODEO

ol
¥ — PBR The Ginnett Chute Cu,
Charrﬁplutéﬁpﬂmnd Dueth, Ga.

3pm.
CNBC ~ HSBC: World Rugby Sevens Series,
Hanﬁsmnrée« Zealand (Taped)

?lgén.
p —n:ﬁr m Skting World Cup, Cortina
%En {MENS)
11:30am.
NBG — Premier League: Manchester United at
Aesenal

1220pm.
. F82 — The French Cup: Pau at Life, Round of

Zd5pm.

CBSSN — Senie A Atalanta at Awventus

TENNIS

10am.

ESPN? — ATPWTA The Astralan Open,
Round of 16, Meboume, Austraka (Taped)

ebo
ESPMZ ~ ATPMITA: The Awstralian Open,
Round of 16, Melboume, Ausralia

WINTER WORLD UNIYERSITY GAMES

Spm
EgPN ~ FIS! World University Games; Men's
loe Hockey - Gok+Medal Game, Lake Placid, MY, —

OVAC Bill Brubakeé Swim Championghip
ifs

Class 1434
Linssly, 395; Marfins Ferry, 162;

Wheeling Ceniral,

9; Unon Local, 41; Steubeswie Cathok Cental 27

BamesvieAgS(Jd\nantmi:mdwy 18.
4

81, Clairsvifle, 199; Indian Creek, 101; Beaver
Local, 89; Edison, 52; Weir, 30; East Liverpod, 27;

Cambridge.ZS:Oaka.;b

Ohio Boys Scores

a7

Vs
Class TA3A

Linsty, 245; Wheeling Cenlral, 106; Martns
Feery, 84; Union Lozal, 65; Steubemville Central, 45;
Bamesvite, 28.

Class A
§t. Clarsville, 220; Indian Creek, 1
, 96; Edison, 77; Beaver Local, 55;
Liverpool, 26 Weur High, 10.

BOYS PREP BASKETBALL=
Akt East83, Ale Freslone 64
Abson Garhield 59, Ale North 20

Abey Alexander 58, MeArthur Vinton County 54

98; Cam-
Qak

Glen,

Andover Pymaluning Valey 53, Viewa Natiews 27

Anna 47, Sidney Faviawn 42
Anson 56, New Pans Nabonal Trai 32

Can Md(i'lleySB Unaoriown Lake 34

Canal Fullon Norifwest 51, Massilon Tuslaw 60

owgs. Sdlodsa
Canfield S, Range 58, Nies
Garisie 60, mmuadsmSemrﬂ o1
Canolion 85, Aiance 60
Cassiown Mami E, 46, Sidney Lehman 34
Cedina 44, Lima Bath 40
Contesbuorg; 57 Howard E. Know 32
Cenervite B0, Mamishurg 50

Cin. St Xaver 56, Cin. La Salle 48

O S Courty Day 3, S, B Foger Bacon

k- Hi. 75, Shaker His.
aemumemewe St Ignatass 64
Clyta 65, Vermiion 47
Cokdwatier 44, Rockdord

mwmwmmwauu

Cols. Africentric 87, Cols. Walnul Ridge 44
Cols. DeSaes 50, Bishop Hartley 28
Cols Eastmaor 63, West 43

L. S, Chares 35, Bdnp'wittemﬂ'
ol Whetsione 75, East 34

Columbia Staion Columbia 65, Sutivan Black River 57

Cotmbina Cresiview 52, Youngs. Lbedy 39

Comvoy Grestview 72, Delphos Jeflerson 43
70, Aurora 60

Cory 53, N. Battmore 21

Cashockon 76. Phio 70

Crmemm?BWdememm:ﬁ

Coyahoga Falls CVGA 63, Can, Souts 35

Cuyahoga Fas Waish Josst 84, Cherdon NDCL 54

His. 52 Kirtand 44, OT

%’;;mmsa Day. Thurgood Marsha 45

Defiance Tinora 53, Defiance Ayersiile 37
Delaware Hayes 67, Beg Walnut 45

nsamomgymg L Cenlr Oietzngy

Delohos St John's 56, Versadles 45
Defta 57, Archookt 41

Dover 65, Centdl, Wz 40
mm ingion 49

€. Liverpood 60, WintersviBe Intian Creek 42
Edgerion 61, Sherwood Faindew 51
Ed:nﬁﬂ W. lepw

{5lion Nostmor 51, Cacingon Lol 3
Galipos Gak 63, Coal Giowe

Gerbeld i, Try 57, Miciebeld Cardna 55
Gas Wl Hovn Gt ks

Geneva 62,
Genoa Atea 67, Woodmore 31

Goorgeiown £2. Bachester 48
Gracenhuten indan Vabey 62, Unrchovlle Claymont

Park girls cruise;
Beallsville trips

Bridgeport, 49-47

WHEELING - The Wheeling Park girls’ basketball
team served notice Friday night.

After dropping from No. 1 to No. 2 in the latest
W.Va. Class AAAA poll earlier this week, the Patri-
ots (14-1) sent No. 3 Cabell Midland home with a
74-61 loss inside the ‘Palace on the Hill” at Wheeling
Park High School.

Lala Woods dropped in 26 points, grabbed six re-
bounds, handed out four assists and charted a trio of
steals. Alexis Bordas added 23 points, eight boards
and four steals, while Seneca Heller and Merritt Delk
had five rebounds each.

Wheeling Park led 24-17 after one quarter and
stretched the margin to 46-28 at the half.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Dover 65, Wheeling Central 40

DOVER - The Tornadoes continued to wreak hav
oc on Wheeling teams as Carter Grove scored 24
points, which included seven triples.

Quinton Burlenski ied the Maroon Knights with 11
points, one more than Troy Anthony.

Weir 82, Harrison Central 77

CADIZ — G Cross had a night to remember inside
the Harrison Central gymnasium Friday night when
he poured in 45 points to lead Weir High to an 82-77
victory

On the other side, Harrison Central senior Jace
Madzia went for a strong 39 points, while junior
teammate Hayden Cassidy added 19.

Union Local 61, Cambridge 52

CAMBRIDGE Short-handed Union Local
played only five players all game and still cruised to a
victory over the Bobcats.

Missing players due to an injury and suspension.
the Jets improvised. Senior standout Beezer Porter
went for 18, while classmate D.J. Butts added 14.
Alex Moore and Carter Blake posted 13 and 12, re-
spectively.

Beallsville 49, Bridgeport 47

BEALLSVILLE — The Blue Devils avenged an
earlier loss by edging the Bulldogs on Friday night.

Beallsville was led by Kinley Hughes™ 14. Logan
Taylor added 10.

Bridgeport was paced by Colin Jackson’s 19 and
Daniel Spurlock’s 15.

Thompson cards 3
more eagles, has
2-shot AmEXx lead

LA QUINTA, Calif. (AP) — Rookie Davis Thomp-
son made three more eagies Friday for a total of five
through 36 holes to tie the PGA Tour record for the
most in a 72-hole tournament since 1983, and he still
didn’t put any more distance between himself and Jon
Rahm at The American Express.

Thompsen alse carded his first bogeys of the tour-
nament, which were hardly enough to slow him down.
One day after making consecutive eagles in shooting
10-under 62 at La Quinta to take the first-round lead,
Thompson carded an 8-under 64 on the Nicklaus
Tournament Course at PGA West. He had three ea-
gles, four birdies and two bogeys.

The 23-year-old who played coilege golf at Geor-
gia was at 18-under 126, two strokes ahead of Rahm,
who also shot 64 on the Nicklaus course.

“I just had some good numbers into par-3s and was
able to execute my shots,” Thompson said. I had
some putts drop. So it was nice to make some eagles.”

Actually, it’s his entire game that’s going well in
the Southern California desert.

“I think putting the ball in the fairway. hitting a lot
of greens and really seeing lines well on my putts,”
Thompson said. “Just everything is kind of clicking
these last two days and I'm just looking forward to
trying to keep it rotling tomorrow.”

Thompson will play the Stadium Course on Satur-
day, which will host the final round on Sunday after
the 54-hole cut in this pro-am event, which uses three
courses.

Thompson is the second player to have five eagles
through two rounds at The American Express. He
matched the record set in 1995 by Scott McCarron,
who missed the 72-hole cut when it was a five-round
tournament.

Thompson, who began his round wearing a hoodie
in the early-morning chill, eagled his second hole, the
par-5 11th, when he hit a 5-iron to about 15 feet. He
then had two bogeys in four holes spanning the tumn
to briefly lose his lead, but then ran off a string of
three birdies and two eagles in a span of five holes to
go from 1-under to 8-under for his round. He eagled
the par-5 fourth and the par-5 seventh — hitting the
green with a mid-iron and drainine a outi from roueh-
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SATURDAY’S BEST
MEN’S COLLEGE

BASKETBALL

m 1 p.m.— TCU at Kansas, CBS
W 2 pm. — UCLA at Arizona,
ABC

B 4 p.m. — lowa at Ohio State,
FOX

B 6 p.m. — Texas at West Vir-
ginia, ESPN

NFL

B 4:30 p.m. — AFC Divisienal
Round Playoff: Jacksonvilie at
Kansas City, CBS

B 8 pm. — NFC Divisional
Round Playoff: N.Y. Giants at Phil-
adelphia, FOX

TENNIS
M 8 p.m. — ATP/WTA: Australian
Open Round of 16, Melbourne,
ESPN2

SUNDAY’S BEST
MEN’S COLLEGE

BASKETBALL
® Noon — Michigan State at In-
diana, GBS
m 3 p.m. — Temple at Houston,

ESPN
NFL

M 3 p.m. — AFC Divisional Round
Playoff: Cincinnati at Buffalo, CBS
M 6:30 p.m. — NFC Divisional
Round Playoff: Dallas at San Fran-
cisco, FOX

® 8:15 p.m. — AFC Wild Card
Playoff. Baltimore at Cincinnati,

NBC
NHL
B 2 p.m. — Pittsburgh at New

Jersey, NHLN

PRO GOLF

B 2 p.m. — LPGA Tour: The Hil-
ton Grand Vacations Tournament
of Champions, Finai Round, Lake
Nona Golf Course, Orlando, Flor-
ida, NBC

W 3 pm. — PGA Tour: The
American Express, Final Round,
PGA WEST Private Clubhouse, La
Quinta, Calif.

~ TENNIS :
B 7 p.m. — ATP/WTA: The Aus-
tralian Open, Round of 16, Mel-
bourne, ESPN2

Wheeling, WLU To
Clash Saturday In
‘Battle of Wheeling’

WHEELING - The Wheeling
University men’s basketball pro-
gram was founded on the hard work
and dedication of the Cardinals who
came before. On Saturday, the team
is set to welcome back some of those
distinguished alumni when they
host West Liberty in “The Battle for
Wheeling” with tip-off at 4 p.m. It
is the first meeting between the two
teams this season as the month of
January winds down.

The Cardinals are coming off
a hard-fought battle last time out
when they feil to Notre Dame Col-
lege 85-81. After falling behind
early, Wheeling showed that re-
solve that it has been known for to

battle back and make it a one-point |

game with less than five minutes to
play in the half. Over the last two
weeks, senior John Korte has been
a spark plug for the team and con-
tinued his success on Wednesday.
He put up 29 points in the contes
while grabbing 10 rebounds to ac
count for his fourth double-doubl
of the season. He has scored 27 o
more points in each of his last thre
games and is averaging 28.7 point
per game during that span. He h
also propelled up the conferenc
scoring list, raising his average t
12 3 nninte ner oame He crirrent

Huggins’ Coachmg Style Hasn’t Changed

MORGANTOWN — Anyone who
has played for Bob Huggins has stories
and it doesn’t take long to compile them.

DerMarr Johnson, West Virginia’s
newest assistant coach, having replaced
Larry Harrison just this week, played
only one year for Huggins but he cotnes
in ready to offer up stories about what
it’s like to play for Huggins.

They are stories that offer insight into
why Huggins has coached his way into
the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall
of Fame and why he just may right the
ship at West Virginia despite an 0-5 start
in the Big 12 Conference this year.

Johnson met with
the media on Fri-
day, a day before a
6 p.m. Big 12 battle
@ at the Coliseum with
* Texas in which the
& Mountaineers look

; # to win their second
: i game in a row to
BOB HERTZEL begin spreading the

WV News news that they aren’t
packing it in just because things didn’t
go their way early in the year.

Johnson was asked about his favorite
Huggins story and he offered up one not

many know about.

“My freshman year we had a center
named B.J. Grove, about 6-11, 280 pounds,
and he was really good,” Johnson began.

Didn’t matter.

“Coach was on him every day, He
wanted B.J. to be about 255,” Johnson
continued, the story beginning to sound
a lot like what Huggins did with his cur-
rent center Jimmy Bell Jr., who came in
and lost almost 100 pounds to get into
his playing shape.

Only this one takes a twist.

Please see Huggins’, Puge C5

OVAC SWIMMING, WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Parkersburg South Continues
To Lead On Mat; Park Third

=

Barnesville Nears 3A
Title; Beaver Local,
Oak Glen Close In 4A;

Cameron 2nd In 1A/2A
By KIM NORTH

Staff Writer

WHEELING - The temperatures %
outside may be cooling down, but the [&
action is heating up inside WesBanco
Arena as the 69th annual OVAC Ron
Mauck Wrestling Tournament has com-
pleted three sessions. 7

And after two days of action, Parkers- |
burg South has stretched its lead in Class
5A, while Beaver Local and Oak Glen
are waging a two-team race in Class 4A.

| continues a slim margin over defending

| up 156 points to also lead the overall

Barnesville has all but wrapped up an-
other Class 3A title, and Southern Local

champion Cameron in Class 1A/2A.
The Wood County Patriots have piled

standings by 23 over University. De- | 1
fending overall and Class 5A titlist | : 'ﬂﬁ'
Wheeling Park is third with 130, while | =

surging John Marshall was fourth with Photo by Kim North
117, a half-point better than Class 3A Wheeling Park’s top-seeded Jameson Maynard has control of Edison’s Ethan

fljcl)lntrunner Barnesville and Steuben-
ville.

Waggoner during their 165-pound quarterfinal round match Friday night
during the 69th annual OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament inside Wheel-

Please see Mat, Page C2 semifinals.

Photo by Seth Staskey
Wheeling Central’s Smilee Humpe won the 100 backstroke and fin-
ished second in the 200 IM during the OVAC Bill Brubaker Swim-
ming Champlonships Friday night at the Brooke Wellness Center in
Wellsburg.

ing’s WesBanco Arena. Maynard was one of six Patriots to advance to today’s

Lmsly Splashes To Class 1A/3A Sweep

| 1A/4A championship meet at the annual OVAC

l{ ing 395 points, which was 233 clear of runner-up

St. Clairsville Girls Continue
Stronghold On Class 4A Field

By SETH STASKEY
For the Sunday News-Register :
lWELLSBURG — New format. Similar meet re- :
sults. -
Such was the case at Friday’s newly added

Bill Brubaker Swimming Championship held in-
side the gorgeous Brooke Wellness Center.
Though the meet was broken down differently,
the titles went to familiar schools. Linsly swept
the 1A/3A titles, while St. Clairsville continued its
siranglehold on the 4 A division.
Linsly’s girls ran away from the field, accumulat-

Martins Ferry.

The Cadets boys, meanwhile, finished with |
249 to defeat runner-up Wheeling Central by 133 |
points, |
St. Clairsville, meanwhile, finished with 199 |

Please see Linsly, Puge C2

Cowboys, 49ers Meet Agam In NFC Playoffs

SANTA CLARA, Calif. (AP) — Dak _.'.‘.. i
Prescott shook off some late-season strug-
gles and once again looked in top form in
Dallas’ playoff opener.

Brock Purdy looked just as good as he
has ever since stepping in as the starter

i The player picked last in

[f 8 April’s draft has played like
' i~ star since replacing an in-
jured Jimmy Garoppolo in
Week 13. Purdy has thrown
least two TD passes in sev-



C2 - SUNDAY NEWS REGISTER - Wheeling, W.Va.

Sunday. January 22,2023,

LinsLY

(Continued from Page C1

points on the girls™ side and 220
on the boys’ side. tending off In- |
dian Creek for both crowns. The |
Redskins finished with 101 points |

in the girls meet and 198 on the

hoys side.
GIRLS

Linsly’s girls came into the meet |-

feeling pretty good about their
chances. especially when they saw

the pysche sheet and they were the j

top seed in 10 of the 11 evenis. And
by top seed. that was overall in both

classes competing not just in their i

own division.

Head coach Nick Levi. who is in
his first season at the helm ot the tra-
dition-rich Cadets program. watched
his girls deliver in a big way. Linsly
won exactly 10 of the 11 events.

“It as an awesome day in the
pool.” Levi said. "We came into the
meet with high expectations with the
goal of performing. I am so proud of
our tcam. We swam lights out from
top to bottom.”

They wasted no time in getting
their quest started. The team of Bea
Fauro. Sarah Coha. Liv Torner and
Julia Sales posted o 1:58.12 to win
the 200 medley relay.

From there. it was on.

Junior Berta Roca touched the
wall in 2:06.46 to win the 200 free-
stvle for the first individual title of
the evening. Her second champion-
ship came in the 500 {ree thanks to a
time of 5:44.13.

Torner notched her first individ-
ual title in the 200 IM. posting a
2:21.46. Her second victory came &
tew events later in the 100 fly when
she posted a 1:04.89.

Junior Anna Norman got into the
zold-medal act in the 50 free thanks
to a blazing 25.41 effort. She added
the 100 free crown with a time of
56.23. fending off her reammate,
Sales for the top prize.

Linsly added the 200 free relay
title when the team of Roca. Coha.
Sales and Norman joined speed forc-
¢s for a 1:48.06. Second piace in the
event, ronically. went to the Cadets’
‘B’ relay team. which was comprised
of Hayna Murray, Sharon Anstiza-
bal. Taylor Remp and Sophie Funke
with a time of 1:58.86.

“Tohave our *B" Relay get second
1o our A’ team is something that’s
really special to us,” Levi admitted.
“There is always pressure to perform
and carry on the Linsly tradition at
OVAC and that’s something we
don’'t take lightly.”

Coha fended off Wheeling Cen-
tral’s Abic Riedel by |1 hundredths
of'asecond to claim victory in the 100
breaststroke with a time of 1:11.87.

The Cadets foursome of Tomer,
Roca. Fauro and Norman cnded the
meet with a time of 3:49.56 to win
the 400 free relay.

Wheeling  Central’s  Smilec
Humpe edged out Linsly’s Fauro for
the 100 backstroke title with a time
of 1:06.16. Humpe was second in

NFC

Photo By Seth Staskey

Linsly’s Antonio Navarro won the 200 freestyle during Friday

night’s OVAC Championships.
the 200 IM earlier in the evening.

St. Clairsville captured the 4A ti-
tle. but only produced a medal, which
1s a top three overall place, in eight
events. The Red Devils received an
impressive performance from sopho-
more Adrienne Lowe. who registered
four silver medals. She was part of the
nmner-up medley and 400 free relay
teams and was second in both the 100
fly and 500 free.

The path to the title was much
different this season after the Red
Devils lost a lot of top-end points to
graduation.

“In Novemember, I didn’t think
{winning OVAC) was going to be
possible because of what we lost, but
these girls competed and they proved
me wrong,” St. C. head coach Emie
Banks said. *'I am so proud of them
for how well they've competed and
worked this season. We got it done a
lot differently this year than we have
the last several years, but we came
with a lot of second places. What
Adrienne did was pretty amazing.
Our girls knew what they had to do
and were steady.”

BOYS

Linsly and St. Clairsville flexed
their muscle early and often en route
to claiming team titles and winning a
combined nine event crowns during
the course of the 1 1-event meet.

The Cadets. who claimed their
631d title in the pool. ignited the title
chase when the team of Parker Grif-
fith. John Papadimitriou, Antonio Na-
varro and Mariano Fonseca posted a
1:46.68 to win the medley relay.

Navarro returmed to the pool a few
heats later and captured the 200 free-
style in 1:55.62. He made it two in-
dividual goals when he swam away
from the field to win the 500 free-
stvle in atime of 5:13.14. which was
more than 27 seconds better than his
nearest competitor,

Papadimitriou got into the individ-
ual winning act when he edged out
St. Clairsville’s Zach May by two
hundredths of a second for the 50
freestvie in what was arguably the
best race of the evening. The Cadet
touched in 22.80.

Linsly's final victory came in the

200 free relay when the team of Pa-
padimitriou, Colby Gibbons, Fonse-
ca and Navarro swarm a 1:36.39 for
the title.

“It’s special to win both the boys
and girls titles in my first season and
it’s something 1I'li always cherish,”
Levi said. “We went into the meet
trying to get as many medals as pos-
sible. We kids swimming different
events for the team to try and accom-
plish that goal. The boys medaling
in all but two events is an awesome
accomplishment. We are very proud
of our team. We thought, back in
September. it could be a special year.
Coach Brubaker left the team in great
shape and we’re very thankful.”

St. Clairsville — on the strength of
junior Evan Yost and May individu-
ally — were simply too much for the
Redskins with the top-end points.

The Devils got 80 of their points
Jjust from their four victories.

“The guys really out-performed
themnselves, " Banks said. “We need-
ed every point we could find in every
event just to keep pace with and then
pull ahead of Indian Creek, which
was very tough and deserves a lot of
credit. Without our guys performing
the way they did and doing every-
thing they could, we would not have
been champions.”

Yost, who s just a junior, was a dou-
ble geld medalist. individually. He won
the 100 backstroke in 55,16 and earlier
had captured the 100 fly in 52.78.

May wasn't about to allow Papad- [

imitriou to edge him for a second

MarT

{Continued from Page C1

“We are wrestling well right now. and even the
guys that are losing are giving a good effort. That's
what I want.” Parkersburg South head coach Shawn
Smith said. “If you lose a match you can’t hang your
head on it, you've got to go out and win the next one.
That’s what I’m looking for.”

Parkersburg South has five semifinalists in 2021

% champion Brady Roberts (126). Ryan Martin (138).

Nathan Murphy (144), Kyle Wheeler (157) and Rob-

§ crt Shockey (190).

Smith said his team has rallied around the loss of
returning champion Gage Wright to a foot injury.

“I talked to the kids earlier in the week and told
them everyone has to step up and that will go a long
way towards Saturday night. So far. they'te showing
it,”

University, which lost No. 6 seed at 113. Brodie
Emery. to weight issues before Friday's action be-
gan. have six in the semis. They are Pepper Martin
(106), Carter Pauley (132). Dom Parker (157}). Luca
Felix (1735), Brock Kehler (215) and Ryder Hastings
(285). Felix is a defending champion. ,

Defending champion Bradyn Lucas (144) leads
half-a-dozen Wheeling Park wrestlers into the semis.
Others include Noah White (120). Adam Carman
(138}, Quinton Velas (150), Jameson Maynard (165)
and Erick Brothers Jr. (215). 'Y

“We had a lot of guys wrestle really well and got
us some bonus points, so that's going to give us'
some momentum heading into tomorrow (Satur-
day),” Wheeling Park head coach Brian Leggett said.
“Hopefully, we can punch all six of those guys all the.
way through.”

Barnesville also has six semifinalists in Johnathan
Huntsman (106), returning champion Dakota King'
(132), Skyler King (138). Logan Tague (144), Re-
ese Stephen (150) and Ayden King (157). That num-
ber is possible the most ever for the Shamrocks. head
coach Jayson Stephen said.

“I don’t really look at the team scores until the
end of the tournament,” Stephen noted. “All of our
wins have come by pins and we’ve got a lot of bonus
points.”

The top seeded wrestler to be eliminated was
third-seeded Hayley Snyder (106} who last year be:
came the first female wrestler to make the podium
when she finished seventh at 113.

Today’s action resumes at 1 1 a.m. with champion
ship semifinals and third- and fourth-round consola-
tion bouts. The final session begins at 3:30 p.m. with
opening ceremonies. The championship finals and
matches for third-, fifth- and seventh-places will be-
gin at 4.

time in the 100 free. May got the job |

done by touching the wall with an |

impressive 49.66 clocking.

The Red Devils put the finish- |

ing touches on their third boys title
in school history when the team of
Yost, Luke Stack. Brady Blacker and
May swam a 3:35.63.

Martins Ferry senior John Consort
— a foreign exchange student from
Brazit — will go back home this
spring with two OVAC champion-
ships on his resume.

Consort claimed the 200 individu-
al medley in 2:04.37 and later added
the 100 breaststroke with a time of
1:02.78.

Photo By Kim North
John Marshall’s Klypsan Wallace tries to escape
from Warren Local’s Jason Williams during their
165-pound bout. Wallace prevailed.

{Continued from Page C1

This will be the ninth
time these  franchises

the Ohio Valley will suit
up for Sunday’s game.

from  signing

Vizcaino to the practice

Trstan will give him some confi-

dence this Sunday,” Fas-

think it is about recov-
ery,” Shanahan satd.

said Kearse, who missed
three games early in the

have met in the postsea-
son. tied for the most of
any matchup in the Super
Bow! era with San Fran-
cisco against Green Bay
and Dallas against the
Rams.

Dallas has won five of
the previous eight but lost
23-17 to San Francisco
in the wild-card round
last year. a loss that still
stings.

“We get a chance to go
back and at their place. do
something that we want to
do.” Prescott said.

OV CONNECTION

Two players with ties to

Union Local and WVU
product Colton McKivitz
i1s an offensive lineman
for the 49ers. while Lins-
Iy's CJ. Goodwin is a
special teams performer
for the Cowboys.
KICKING
QUANDARY
Dallas kicker Brett Ma-
her was backed by own-
er/fgeneral manager Jerry
Jones. coach Mike Mc-
Carthy and special tcams
coach John Fassel after
missing his first four extra
points against the Bucs. a
first in NFL history. That
didn’t stop the Cowboys

Make BIG Money With

squad as insurance.

The club has until Sat-
urday to decide whether
to put Vizcaino on the
53-man roster. It was
going to depend on how
Maher responded in prac-
tice after his meltdown.
He did make the fifth
PAT against Tampa Bay,
ending a streak of five
consecutive misses going
back to his final attempt
of the regular season in
Washington.

“l loved for him to
step back up and get an-
other shot, to see one go
through, which hopefully

sel said. “We'll need it.”
KEY DALLAS
DEFENDER

Cowboys safety Jayron
Kearse, who figures to
be an important piece for
the Dallas defense against
McCaffrey and Samuel,
said there was a *100 per-
cent” chance he was play-
ing after injuring a knee
against the Bucs. He was
held out the rest of the
game as a precaution with
the Cowboys comfortably
in front when the injury
happened.

“I"ve been dealing with
a lot of injuries all year,”

season with a knee inju-
ry. “It’s nothing different.
especially playoff time.
['m only guaranteed four
more quarters.”
RESTING UP

The Niners got a two-
day head start after beat
ing Seattle on Saturday.
while Dallas didn’t play
its wild-card game until
Monday night.

While the discrepancy
seems unfair on the sur-
face, both teams down-
played the impact of the
49ers having the extra
rest.

“By this time, I don’t

“It’s about detail and
it’s about executing and
it’s about playing at a
high level. Once you get
o games. especially in
the playoffs. that recov-
ery. people forget about
pretty quickly.”

Jones had no com-
plaints, saying it’s no dif-
ferent than playing on a
short week in the regular
season. and his players
agreed.

“It’s the schedule, what
else can we do.” receiver
T.Y. Hilton said. “When
the time comes. we'll be
ready.”

DAHAMAS ALL-INCLUSIVE.
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Jarry Stars In Return To Net

PITTSBURGH (AP) — The Pittsburgh Penguins
have spent much of the last month fending off injuries
and crratic and occasionally uninspired play.

The retum of goaltender Tristan Jarry and defensem-
an Jeff Petry provided a welcome reminder of what the
Penguins can be when they re closer to full strength.

Jarry made 46 saves in his return from a low-
er-body injury and Petry picked up an assist and skat-
ed a team-high 25:25 following a 16-game absence
due to an upper-body issue as the Penguins raced past
Ottawa 4-1 on Friday night.

Jarry wasted little time getting up to speed. The
Senators peppered him at times. yet the two-time All-
Star hardly looked rusty as Pittsburgh took the back
half of a home-and-home series with Ottawa.

CLAsH
{Continued from Page Ci

the season as he contin-
ues to be a strong overall
plaver. He currently leads
the team with 50 assists
while sitting second on
the team in rebounds
{160) and third in scoring
(14.9 PPG). Hc has been
a veteran point guard for
the team as he helps set
up this young team for
success down the line.
Marcus Johnson rounded
out the double digit per-
formers, finishing with
15 points on the night.
Johnson has been consis-
tent player for the Cardi-
nals since transferring in
and will be a big presence

HuGaGIns’

for the team under the net
down the streich.
The Matchup

The Cardinals and Hill-
toppers are meeting for
the 64th time in program
history with West Liberty
holding the all-time re-
cord at 42-21. However,
when the two teams piay
in the Alma Grace Mc-
Donough Center. the se-
ries has been much closer
with wheeling going 11-
15 in 27 all-time games.
The Cardinals are looking
to break a 10-game losing
streak against West Liber-
ty with their last win com-
ing on Feb. 24, 2018.

(Continued from Page C1

“B.J. would go home for the weekend and come
back at like 275.7 Johnson said. "Coach was always
like. “How can you go home for a weekend and gain

20 pounds?™

And so it went. until this one day when Huggins
decided to physically involve himself in the drills.
“We had this charge drill and coach doesn’t think

guys are taking charges the right way. so he got up
there and he picked B.J. — the guy he makes run ev-
ery day in practice all around the arena. He tells B.J.
run at me {rom half court.” Johnson said.

“Now B.J. takes those 280 pounds and runs hard
at him. knocks him clear under the basket.” Johnson
continued. everyone in the room now picturing Hug-
gins sprawled out under the basket and expecting an
explosion.

But no.” Johnson said. "Huggs stood there and took
it. He got up and his face was red. but we're like. if
our coach can take a charge like that we have no ex-
cuse not to take that charge.”

Talk about making vour point the hard way.

The words hard work fit right into Huggins™ coach-
ing method. which was really what brought DerMarr
Johnson out of the Washington, D.C., area to play at
Cincinnati in the first place.

Johnson was a marvelous player. He went to Maine
Central Institute. a prep school. where he won Nation-
al Player of the Year under Max Goode, who was a
long-time friend of Huggins.

Now. Johnson had no intention of going to college
from his freshman year on. He was a 6-9 guard who
could do it ali and had planned to jump straight to
the NBA. but there were some questions about his
strength and whether he played hard enough.

He and his advisers decided to go to one year of
college to work on both areas and Cincinnati had one
of the nation’s top weight programs and. as for the
other aspect about playing hard enough, he said, “with
Huggs you have no choice but to play hard.”

He was prepared for what he got from Huggins by
playing for Goode. who was a whole lot like him.

“Tknew what [ was getting myself into when [ went
to Cincinnati.” Johnson said. “My senior year I played
for Max Goode at the Maine Central Institute, and he
was a lot hike Huggs. Very intense.

1 was the best plaver in the country. but he didn’t
care. He still told me I was skinny and soft. He cussed
mc out cvery day. That prepared me for Huggs.”

Huggins had probably the best team he ever had
when he went after Johnson as a recruit because he
“needed a 2 guard. :

“We got Kenyon at center, we got Pete Mackeal at

-forward, who was the 59th pick in the draft. We had
Jermaine Tate. who was a very good player - 6-10.
Then we had Kenny Satterfield and Steve Logan, who
were our two point guards,” Huggins said.

“We didn't really have a 2 guard.” and he was go-
ing to be the man that filled that void.

“1 went up to see DJ. another coach came in from a
Big East school who was one of those guys who was
kind of forward. | didn’t have anywhere to go: my
fhght wasn’'t until the next day. He wanted to go first
and [ said. *Go ahead.™ Huggins said.

“He goes in and is in there for over an hour. Max
veis hored and leaves after about 40 minutes.”

PREP SWIMMING

OVAC Bill Brubaker Swim-
ming Championship
Girls
Class 1A-3A
Linsly, 395; Martins Ferry, 162;
Wheeling Central, 98; Union
Local, 41; Steubenvile Catho-
lic Central, 27; Barnesville, 19;
St. John Central Academy, 18.
Class 4A
St. Clairsville, 199; Indian
Creek, 101; Beaver Local, 89;
Edison, 62; Weir, 30; East Liv-
erpool, 27; Cambridge, 25;

Qak Glen, 4.

Boys

Class 1A-3A
Linsly, 249; Wheeling Central,
1086; Martins Ferry, 84; Union
Local, 65; Steubenville Cen-
tral, 45; Barnesville, 28.
Class 4A

5t.  Clairsville, 220; Indian
Creek, 198; Cambridge, 96;
Edison, 77; Beaver Local, 55;
Oak Glen, 49; East Liverpeol,
26; Weir High, 10.

PrEP WRESTLING

69th Annual OVAC
Ron Mauck Tournament
{at WesBanco Arena, Wheel-

ing}
TEAM SCORING

Overall
1. Parkersburg South 156; 2.
University 133; 3. Wheeling
Park 130; 4. John Marshall
117; 5. (tie} Barnesville, Steu-
benville 116.5; 7. Beaver Lo-
cal 99.5; 8. Qak Glen 97.5; 9.
Indian Creek 96.5; 10. Martins
Ferry 93.5; 11. Edison 70; 12.
Dover 69,5; 13. Shenandoah
86; 14. Southern Local 64.5;
15.Cameron 63; 186. Harrison
Central 60; 17. {tie} St. Clairs
ville, Warren Local 59; 19.
Caldweil 57; 20. Linsly 53.5; 21.
Union Local 47.5; 22. Buckeye
Local 48; 23. East Liverpecol 40;
24, Wheeling Central 39.5; 25.
Weir 37; 26. Wellsville 35.5; 27.
Magnolia 35; 28. (tie) Brooke,
River 32; 30, Cambridge 31;
31. (tie) Bridgeport, Morgan-
town 26; 33. Fort Frye 25; 34.
Steubenville Catholic 23; 35.
Bellaire 19; 36. Shadyside 18;
37. Beallsville 10; 38. Marietta
8: 39. Monroe Central 6; 40.
Madonna 5; 41. Paden City 4;
42, Toronto 1; 43. Hundred 0

Class 5A
1. Parkersburg South 156; 2.
University 133; 3. Wheeling
Park 130; 4. 4. John Marshall
117.5; 6. Steubenville 116.5 6.
Dover 69.5; 7. Warren Local 59;
8. Brooke 32; 9. Morgantown
26; 10. Marietta 8

Class 4A
Beaver Local 99.5; 2. Oak Glen
97.5; 3. Indian Creek 96.5; 4.
Edison 70; 5. Harrison Central
60; 6. St. Clairsville 59; 7. Buck-
eye Local 46; 8. East Liverpoo!
40; 9. Weir 37; 9. 10. Cam-

bridge 31
Class 3A

1. Barnesville 116.5.5; 2. Mar-
tins Ferry 93.5; 3. Shenandoah
66; 4. Caldwell 57; 5. Linsly
53.5; 6. Union Local 47.5; 7.
Magnolia 35; 8. Fort Frye 25; 9.
Bellaire 19

Class 1A/2A
1. Southern . Local
Cameron 63; 3. Bridgeport 26;
4. Wheeling Central 32.5; 5.
Wellsville 35.5; 6. River 32; 7.
Shadyside 18; 8. Beallsville 10;
9. Monroe Central 6; 10. Ma-
donna 5; 11. Paden City 4; 12.
Toronto 1; 13. Hundred 0

ECHL

Frictay's Games
Adirondack 6, Trois-Rivieres 3
Indy &, Cincinnati 0
Kalamazoo 3, Fort Wayne 1
Reading 5, Norfolk 3
South Carolina 6, Jacksonville 3
Newfoundland 3, Worcester 2
Fiorida 9, Savannah 4
Toledo 6, lowa 1
Utah 1, Tulsa 0
Wichita 3, Allen 1
Idaho 7, Rapid City 1

PrEP BOXES

BOYS BASKETBALL
St. Clairsville 91, Bellaire 81
ST. CLAIRSVILLE ({97) -
Thoburn 11, 10-13 35; Porter
3, 0-0 6; Schafer 3, 4-8 11; Pas-
tor 10, 6-7 27; Gasber 2, 0-0 4;

Parsons 3, 2-2 8; Wolfe 0, 0-0
0. Totals 32, 22-30. BELLAIRE
(81} - Sochor 7. 2-2 18; Dow-
ling 4, 0-0 9; R. Pettigrew 11.
3-3 25; M. Pettigrew B, 4-6 22;
D'Aguila 0, 2-4 2; Littell 1, 1-3
3; Davis 1, 0-0 2. Totals 32, 12-
17.

Three-point goals: St. Clairs-
ville {6) - Thoburn (3}, Scha-
fer (1), Pastor {1). Bellaire (5}
- Sochor (2), M. Pettigrew (2},
Dowling {T1).

Beallsville 49, Bridgeport 47
BRIDGEPORT (47} — C. Jack-
son 6, 4-4 19; Threet 1, 0-0 2;
Gear 1, 0-2 2; Spurlock 5, 2-2
15; Goff 0, 0-0 0; A, Jackson 4,
0-0 8; Widmor 0, 1-2 1; White
0, 0-0 0; Totals: 17, 7-10 47.
BEALLSVILLE {49) — Allen 3,
3-6 9; Hughes 4, 3-3 14; Hagan
2, 0-1 6; Anderson 1, 0-2 2;
Perkins 4, 0-0 8; Stoffel 0, 0-0
0; Taylor 5, 0-0 10; Totals: 19,
6-11 49,
3-point goals: B — C. Jackson
{3}, Spurlock (3). Be — Hughes
(3), Hagan {2}.

Union Local 61,
Cambridge 52

UNION LOCAL (81} — Por-
ter 5, 6-9 18; Butts 6, 2-2 14;
Moore 6, 0-0 13; Blake 6, 0-3
12; Tomolonis 2, 0-0 4; Totals:
25, 8-14 61. CAMBRIDGE {52}
— Barnett 5, 3-3 17; Rogers 8§,
0-0 13; Carpenter 4, 0-0 9; Barr
2, 0-0 4; Gregg 2, 0-0 4; Moore
1, 0-0 2; Mathews 1, 0-0 2; Lac-
ey 0, 0-0 0; Totals: 21, 3-3 52.
3-point goals: UL — Porter {2},
Moore. C — Barnett (4}, Rog-
ers, Carpenter, Moore.

Weir 82, Harrison Central 77
WEIR (82) — Cross 13, 14-18
45; Lyons 3, 0-0 7; Stromile 2,
1-4 6; Prentice 4, 0-0 9; Bruick
4, 0-0 8; Smith 0, 0-0 0; Turner
3,0-36; Jones 0, 1-2 1; Totals:
29, 16-17 82. HARRISON CEN-
TRAL (77} — Jurosko 1, 1-2 3;
Madzia 10, 19-25 38; Cassidy
8, 0-2 19; Elliot 0, 0-0 0; Qui-
to 0, 0-0 0; Vermillion Q, 2-2 2;
Ody 1, -2 3; Arbaugh 4, 3-6
11; Totals: 24, 26-39 77.
3-point goals: W — Cross (5},
Lyons, Stromile, Prentice. HC
— Cassidy (3).

Clay-Battelle 64, Hundred 31
CLAY-BATTELLE (64) - Spears
1 0-0 3; Shriver 1 3-4 6; Payton
0-0 2; St. Clair 8 0-0 21; Kolat
0-0 4; Ponceroff 3 2-4 9; Barr
2-7 6: Luzader 4 1-2 9; Gaad
0-2 4; Totals: 24 10-17 64,
UNDRED (31} - Morgan 1 1-2
; Morris 10-0 2; Bartrug 4 0-2
. Parson 1 0-0 2; Sleeth 1 0-0

T RN =

oo

BOYS
Akr. East 83, Akr. Firestone 64

Akron Garfield 69, Akr..North 20
Albany Alexander 68, Vinton County 54

Anna 47, Sidney Fairlawn 42

Ansonia 56, New Paris National Trail 32
Arcanum 52, Pitsburg Franklin-Monroe 21

2; Sandy 5 0-2 12; T. Michael 0
1-2 1; Totals: 13 2-8 31
Dover 65,

Wheeling Central 40
WHEELING CENTRAL (40} - T.
Dean 0 0-0 0; Burlenski 2 6-6
11; Giangeli 0 0-0 0; Ratcliffe 2
0-0 5; E. Dean 2 1-2 6; Billick 1
0-0 3; Olejasz 1 0-0 2; Griffin D
0-0 0; Anthony 3 2-3 10; Crall
0 0-0 0; Schmitt 1 1-1 3; To-
tals: 12 10-11 40. DOVER (65)
- Grove 8 0-0 24; Gilyard 3 0-0
B; Steverson & 1-1 15; Hamm 1
2-2 4; Coletti 2 0-0 4; Barton 0
0-2 0; DeVault 2 0-0 4; Ridge-
way 1 0-0 2; Hanner 2 0-0 4,
Conner 0 1-2 1; McKinnon 0
0-0 0; Lurie 1 0-0 2; Totals: 25
4-7 65
3-point goals: WC — Burlenski;
Ratcliffe; E. Dean; Billick; An-
theny (2} ; D - Grove {B); Ste-
venson (4)

Parkershurg South 68,
Wheeling Park 53
WHEELING PARK (53} - A. Da-
vis 7 0-0 18; Stephens 2 0-0 4;
M. Davis 3 2-2 9; Gibson 0 0-0
0; Wilkinson 3 0-2 6; Phillips 6
3-4 16; Demko 0 0-0 0; 21 5-8
53. PARKERSBURG SOQUTH
{68} - Reeves 3 5-7 11; Traugh
33-49; Walker 10-0 2; Jones 1
1-2 3; Smith 6 5-6 20; Joy 2 0-0
4; Ploftner 4 1-3 9; Blake 4 0-0

10; Totals: 24 15-22 68

3-point goals: WP - A Davis
{4), M. Davis, Phillips; PS -
Smith (3}, Blake {2}

Brocke 65, Big Red 53
BROOKE (65) - P. Toepfer 7
4-4 23; L. Toepfer 2 5-6 9; Pe-
trefla 3 1-2 7: Cipoletti 1 1-2
4; Kimball 5 0-0 10; Fuscardo
3 1-2 10; Sperringer 1 0-0 2;
Shorts 1 0-0 2. Totals: 23, 12-
17; 65. BIG RED (53} - Hill 7 2-2
17; Hopkins 3 1-2 7; Lewis 4
0-0 9; Pierce 4 0-0 9; Vostatek
0 0-0 0; Manning 0 0-2 0; Bow-
ers 4 0-0 9; Kernahan 1 0-2 2.
Totals: 23, 3-6; 53.
3-point goals: B — L. Toepher
(5}, Fuscardo {3), Cipoletti; BR
- Hill, Lewis, Pierce, Bowers

Steubenville Catholic 57,
Madonna 48
STEUBENVILLE  CATHOLIC
(57} - Jones10-0 2, Rook 4 0-2
10, Mihalyo ¢ 0-0 0, Dorsey 4
0-0 10, Bolster 5 9-10 21, Ur-
hanczyk 0 0-0 0, Pergi 3 1-2 7,
Rohde 0 0-0 0, Bradley 2 3-3 7.

Totals: 19 13-20 57.
MADONNA {48) - Amaismeier
1 0-0 3, Mascio 12 0-0 28, Do-
Braska 1 1-2 3, Grishkevich 2
3-37, Gontas 2 0-0 5, Littleton
1 0-0 2, McAllister 0 0-0 0. To-
tals: 19 4-8 48.

3-point goals: SC - Rook {2},
Dorsey (2), Bolster {2); M -
Mascio (4}, Amaismeier, Gon-
tas

OHIO SCORES

W.VA. SCORES

GIRLS
Belpre, Ohic 56, Moorefield 53
Bridgeport 42, Philip Barbour
41

East Fairmont 47, Elkins 42
Frankfort 60, Trinity 52
Morgantown 42, University 40
North Marion 93, Liberty Har-
rison 53

PikeView 63, Graham, Va. 45
Preston 53, Grafton 44

Ripley 67, Ravenswood 38
Ritchie County 52, St. Marys
45

Tolsia 59, Buffalo 35

Tucker County 75, Pocahontas
County 22

Union Grant 48, Tygarts Val-
ley 39

Webster County 76, Roane
County 39

Wheeling Park 74, Cabell Mid-
land 61

Williamstown 48, Tyler Con-
solidated 25

BOYS
Brooke 65, Steubenville, Ohio
53
Calhoun County 52, Paden
City 41
Charleston Catholic 74, Notre
Dame 44
Clay-Batielle 64, Hundred 31
Dover, Chio 65, Wheeling
Central 40
George Washington 63, River-
side 25
Greenbrier West 71, Washing-
ton 66
Hampshire
Springs 39
Huntington 71, Cabell Midland
52

44, Berkeley

Hurricane 65, Winfield 59
James Monroe 55, Bluefield
50

Marietta, Ohio 57, Point Pieas-
ant 45

Martinsburg  Christian 48,
QOdenton Christian School,
Md. 38

Mercer Christian 60, Greater
Beckley Christian 45
Musselman 65, Martinsburg

Parkersburg South 68, Wheel-
ing Park 53

Scott 68, Logan 59

Sherman 55, River View 36
South Charleston 63, Parkers-
burg 47

Spring Mills 46, Hedgesville
40 :

Spring Valley 72, Capital 66
St. Albans 57, Nitro 65

St. Marys 64, Ritchie County
53

Summers County 61, Midland
Trail 55

Tolsia 64, Prestonsburg, Ky.
55

Wayne 72, Sissonville 70

Weir 82, Cadiz Harrison Cent.,
Ohio 77, 20T

Carlisle 60, Madison Senior 54, OT
Carroliton 65, Alliance 60
Casstown Miami E. 46, Sidney Lehman 34

Celina 44, Lima Bath 40

Centerburg 57, Howard E. Knox 32

Arlington 46, Pandora-Gilboa 45

Centerville 80, Miamisburg 50
Chagrin Falls 58, Ashtabula Edgewood 43
Chardon 66, Chagrin Falls Kenston 51

64.5; 2:

Ashland Mapleton 53, New London 41

Avon 49, Avon Lake 44

Bainbridge Paint Valley 64, Southeastern 52
Batavia Clermont NE 61, Felicity-Franklin 49
Bay Village Bay 62, Fairview 55

Beavercreek 53, Springfield 47
Belibrook 65, Waynesville 64

Belmont Union Local 61, Cambridge 52
Beloit W. Branch 40, Alliance Marlington 37
Bluffton 76, Van Wert Lincolnview 43
Brecksville-Broadview Hts. 63, Wadsworth 59
Bristol 64, Fairport Harbor Harding 45
Brooke, W.Va. 65, Steubenville 53

Brookfield 59, Campbell Memorial 58, OT

Brooklyn 86, Wickliffe 75

Brookville 73, Germantown Valley View 65

Brunswick 52, Strongsville 47
Caidwell 64, Barnesville 65

Camden Preble Shawnee 65, Newton Local 36
Can. Glenoak 64, Massilion Perry 55

Can. McKinley 53, Uniontown Lake 34

Canal Fulton Northwest 81, Tuslaw 60
Canfield 66, Youngs. Chaney High School 58
Canfield S. Range 58, Niles McKinley 45

Chesapeake 56, Portsmouth 41
Chesterland W, Geauga 61, Perry 33
Chillicothe 67, Hilisboro 63, OT
Chillicothe Uniotg 65, Piketon 55
Cin. Madeira 64, Cin. Finneytown 48

Cin.
Cin.
Cin.
Cin.
Cin.
Cin.
Cin.
Cin.

Mariemont 42, Cin, Indian Hill 37
McNicholas 64, Bishop Fenwick 43
Moeller 50, Cin. Elder 40

Seven Hills 67, Lockland 53

St. Xavier 56, Cin. La Salle 48
Sycamore 48, Cin. Colerain 38
Taft 51, Akr. Hoban 44

Withrow 66, Cin. Aiken 21

Cin. Woodward 71, Cin. Hughes 67

Cin. Wyoming 67, Reading 37

Clarksville Clinton-Massie 50, Wilmington 43

Cle. E. Tech 66, Cle. Collinwood 42
Cle. Hts. 75, Shaker Hts. 62

Cle. Hts. Lutheran E. 66, Cle. St. Ignatius 64
Clyde 65, Vermilion 47

Coldwater 44, Rockford Parkway 35

Cols. Africentric 87, Cols. Walnut Ridge 44
Cols. DeSales 50, Bishop Hartley 38

Cols. Eastmoor 68, West 45

ENIOR
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2022 ( )\ AC Wresthng Coaches Of The Year |

Photos By Kim North
TOP LEFT: Tim Jones, Cameron (Class 1424 : TOP RIGHT: Brian ett, Wheeling Park (Class SA); BOTTON LEFT: Jayson Stephen, Barnes-
| ville, (Class 3A); BOTTOM RIGHT: Brandon |’E‘ndIPtﬂn. Indian Creek, {Class 4A). All are pictured with Shane Shaffer, (left) and Dr. Dan Doyle. [
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ing streak that threatened to put an il
end to their season before it start- W=
ed, but by surviving a late rally by
TCU that turned a 17-point sec- deal. We got
ond-half lead into a nail biter the one but we got
Mountaineers enjoyed a rebirth of like 14 of 15 left (including the
hope and confidence. Big 12 Tournament), so we enjoy
The streak was over. or was a this tomght We'll be back to work
new streak — a winning streak — tomorrow.”
beginning? Coach Bob Huggins sees it as a

69th Annual OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Toumament

Parkersburg South, University Tied
For Overall Lead; Barneswlle Tops 3A

Beaver Local, Edison,
Oak Glen Deadlocked &
In Class 4A: Southern [
Local Atop 1A/2A Field [

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer ;
WHEELING — There's a logjam [}
atop the team standings after one [
round of the 69th annual OVAC Ron & ¢
Mauck Wrestling Tournament inside
WesBanco Arena. g
Parkersburg South and University,
two of the top pre-tournament favor-
ites, both checked in with 46 points,
which is two peints ahead of defend-
ing overall and Class 5A champion
Wheeling Park. Steubenville is four
points back of the co-leaders with 42, &
while Class 3A frontrunner Barnes- |
ville rounds out the top 5 with 35.5. [t
Beaver Local. Edison and Oak Glen B
all have 30 points and are deadlocked
for the Class 4A lead. St. Clairsville S
(27) and Indian Creek (26) are close FESSs
behind. 3
The aforementioned Shamrocks are i
9.5 points in front of Martins Ferry in §
Class 3A, with Linsly third at 23.5 &
| and Shenandoah fourth with 22. Cald- B8
well has 20.
Southern Local holds a 4-point {8
margin (27-23) over defending Class [&58
1A/2A champion Cameron, while 8
Bridgeport is third with 14, two-and-
a-half points ahead of Wheeling Cen-

tral. Wellsville has 11.5. 60% of L 0 th
o over » of positions in the meet
Please see TIED, Page 12 : AR A and when you ook at the medalists,
_ - - only Linsly and St. Clairsville had

: MaUCK Remem bered In Variety Of Way S medalists other than the big schools.”

N9 the TCU game
4 to seal the win.
“Now we just

make a run,” Huggins said.

“I got them together after the |
Oklahoma game and said, ‘Fellas,
we’re going home for three of four,
let’s go win. Let’s go win four,”
Huggins added. “Ali of a sudden, at
4-5, it looks a whole lot differen.
We’ll go from there.”

BOB HERTZEL
WV News

l-i’-r-ﬁ-t{:. Provided
WVU's Tre Mitchell tries to drive past a TCU player
during a recent game.

Please see WVU’S, Page i2

OVAC Swimming
Championships
Starting Tonight
At Brooke High

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

Gold medals — OVAC style —
will be handed out tonight at Brooke
High School.

The first conference champions
of the winter sports season will be
crowned when the Class 1A through
4A swimmers hit the water at the
Brooke Aquatic Center to take part
in the OVAC Bill Brubaker Swim-
ming Championship.

This marks the first time in the
history of the event that it’s a two-
day event. The 5A schools will com-
pete on Saturday, crowning separate
champions in all 22 events. As for
the team awards, there will be three
classes for both boys and girls hand-
ed out this year. Obviously. SA has
its own. For the first time, in many
years, the 4A class will crown its
own champions and there will be
team winners in the 1A/3A schools.

“It’s a new era of the OVAC
Swimming Championships.” meet
director and the man for whom the
meet is named, Bill Brubaker, said.

Today’s meet will begin at ap-
proximately 5:30 p.m. and the 5A
schools will hit the water at 11 a.m.

The meet underwent a change af-
ter an urging of the coaches. who
were hoping to see more athletes
recognized with awards.

“Small-school coaches feit their
kids were being overshadowed by
match. Berkey earneda | the big schools and been asking for
win by decision. ' a trial with a split,” Brubaker said.

| “Big-school swimmers were getting

= TOP: Cameren’s
@ Gunner Lilley has a
= half-nelson on Linsly’s

| Caitlin Lewis durm? their
°} 113-pound bout. Lilley
gl won by pin.
% LEFT: Buckeye Local's |
Aiden Dentz has ahold
of the arm of Steuben-
ville's Kasyn Berkey
during the 113-pound

M Photos by Kim North

On top of the desire to recognize
more athletes with awards, Brubak-

By KIM NORTH held and the Ohio Valley Wrestling Officials | er acknowledges the separation of
Staff Writer graciously donated a $500 check to the Ron | the meets will make the event much
WHEELING — The 69th annual OVAC Mauck Memorial Scholarship fund that was re- | quicker to complete.
{ Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament kicked off cently established. “Last year’s meet ran long and
its three-day stay inside downtown Wheeling's Going Hi-Tech | with all of the swimmers, some

would warm up and it would be
two hours, or longer, until their first
event,” Brubaker stressed. “We're
hoping (this change) will attract
more athletes to swim as they will
see they have a chance to compete.”

Brubaker did point out this format
change "is a trial to see how it goes.”

“There are pros and cons,” Bru-
baker said. “More athletes will get to
compete, each meet will run half the
time that last year’s single meet did.
We'll have a good meet and then sit
back and evalvate it.”

For the first time in its existence, the OVAC |
Ron Mauck Tournament has gone paperless.
There are no bout sheets to be handed out, it’s
all done on the computer through Trackwres-
tling, thanks to Mike Carman.

“I guess we are hi-tech now,” Tournament
Director Dr. Dan Doyle said. “We’ve want-
ed to do this for a long time, but we needed a
strong, reliable internet and the arena’s was a
little shaky, but they totally re-did all that.” _

There were some glitches, but like Doyle
said, they can be worked out.

“There are going to be some bumps along the
way, but, so far, our people have adapted pret-

WesBanco Arena, but something — no, make
that someone — wasn’t in attendance.

The event’s long-time director and namesake
passed away over the summer.

The tournament’s program was dedicated in
Ron Mauck’s name and his family was present-
ed with a framed picture of the book’s cover
| prior to the tournament.

{ “Ron was my friend. Ron was my mentor,”

§ Dr. Bill Welker said in his pre-tournament
Photo by Kim North Speech. “T knew Ron and his late wife for 50

A picture of Ron Mauck years. I not only had the privilege of teach-

was placed before ing their children in school, I also taught their

the head table during grandchildren.”

pre-tournament cere-  Lapel pins were also a part of remember-

monies Thursday night. ing Mauck. There was a moment of silence

Please see MAUCK, Page 12 Plsase see QVAC, Page 12

By ANDREW GRIMM  Central coach  Jess contest would be final see histeam continue their
For The Intelligencer Looman and Red Riders’ since both parties agreed trajectory of improve-
WEIRTON — In the coach Rick Stead, along to stop it and not contin- ment.

grand scheme of things, a with the officials, decided ue at a later date, which  “Our girls’ goal from

score does not really mat- not to resume to the game. i would give the Red Rid- the beginning has been to

ter all that much. “This is the first time ers their third-consecutive improve,” he said. “We

The score - or wheth-
er or not the game would
even officially count - did
not matter to anyone as
they left the gym follow-
ing the game between
Weir High and Catholic
Central Thursday night.

It was stop?ed with 4:13
to go in the fourth quarter
when a Crusader appeared
to fall unconscious.

Those in attendance
at Ron “Fritz” Williams
Court fell silent as Central

Eilavn DahAda sviae

AAr A

in probably 15 years ex- |...

periencing something like
this coaching basketball,”
Stead said. “We're all
sending our thoughts and
prayers to the young lady
and hope she doesn’t have
any serious injuries or ail-
ments and can make a re-
turn.”

For Stead, who has been
the Red Riders’ coach for
eight years and has two
daughters of his own, it
was a situation that spurred

manltinla ArvAtiane

Photo by Andrew Grimm

victory.
The National Federa-

- | tion of State High School
i Associations

basketball
rules, which are cited in the

| West Virginia Secondary
Schools Athletic Commis-

sion handbook as the offi-
cial rules, states, “When-
ever a game is interrupted
because of events beyond
the control of the responsi-
ble administrative author-
ities. it shall be continued
from the point of interrup-

tinn nnlace tha taame aores

knew we were young and
going to take our licks
early in the season. but
starting with the overtime
losses to Oak Glen and
Burgettsown, then win-
ning against Madonna,
we've started to tum the
comer and found the bot-
tom of the net.

“We've changed up
defenses and the defense
we're playing now seems
really well suited to the

girls we have. We have
continned ta make strides



AP Photo

Ohio State guard Hevynne Bristow (3) is fouled by Northwestern guard
Sydney Wood, left, during the second half of a game at Value City Arena

in Columbus, Thursday.

No. 2 Ohio State Women
Roll Past Northwestern

COLUMBUS. Ohio (AP} — Tay-
lor Mikesell and Rebeka Mikulasiko-
va cach scored 18 points and No. 2
Ohio State beat Northwestern 84-34
on Thursday night to push its pro-
gram-best.  season-opening  winning
streak to 19 games.

The Buckeves (19-0. 8-0 Big Ten)
led wire to wirc and closed the first
quarter on a 10-1 run. with eight of the
points from Mikesell. Ohio State led
by 38 points in the fourth quarter and
didn’t allow Northwestern (6-12, 0-8)
to come closer than nine points after the
first two niinutes of the second quarter.

“This could have been a real problem
for us, had we not shown up with the fo-
cus and encrgy needed to play the game
the right way.” Ohio State coach Kevin
McGuftf said.

“1 credit our leadership. our upper-
classmen. just making sure the tecam
was ready.”

Ohio State held a 14-point halftime

advantage and pulled away after scoring
a game-best 27 points in the third quar-
ter. Mikesell scored 15 of her points in
the first half and had three steals.

“Third quarter. they just went on a
couple runs and we didn’t do a very
good job of getting back on defense
or off a turnover. and our shot selec-
tion became a problem,” Northwestern
coach Joe McKeown said.

Paige Mott scored a career-high 16
points for Northwestern. Caroline Lau
added 13 points.

A TOUGH ROAD AHEAD

Ohio State’s next two games will
come against Top 10 conference foes
No. 10 Iowa at home Monday and on
the road at No. 6 Indiana next Thursday.

Having beaten four ranked teams this
season, starting with then-No. 5 Ten-
nessee in the opener last November, the
Buckeyes are taking each day as they
come and remain one of three unbeaten
teams across the NCAA.

Hicutanps CARINS

THE SEVEN SPRINGS EXPERIENCE I ELEVATED

JUST MOMENTS AWAY FROM THE ADVENTURE AND EXCITEMENT OF

Seven SprINGS MOUNTAIN RESORT, EXPERIENCE SUPREME PRIVACY

WITH SURROUNDINGS THAT TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF THE DRAMATIC
BEAUTY AND TRANOUILITY OF THE LAUREL HIGHLANDS.

STRIKING THE PERFECT BALANCE OF RUSTIC CHARM AND tUXURIOUS

COMFORT, THE HiGHLANDS CABINS WILL TAKE YOUR MOUNTAIN

GETAWAY TO THE NEXT LEVEL. EXPLORE A VARIETY OF UNIQUE CABIN
LODGING ACCOMMODATIONS, RANGING FROM 4 - 16 GUESTS.

ALS APE CLOSER TO Seven Spemngs!

Book Your Casin Getaway TODAY AT

Vot

replaced by John Gibson, who stopped
all 18 shots he faced.

“1 think it was good resiltiency by our
group.” Fowler said. “Obviously. we

Blankenburg made it 3-0 with 2:17 left
in the period, seconds after a hit that
buried Lundestrom into the Columbus
bench.

GIRLS
{Continued from Page 11)

The Red Riders led 11-
10 after one and 22-20
at halftime before taking
control with a 17-0 run to
start the third quarter.

Qlivia Baker tallied 14

OVAC -
(Continued from Page 11)

CLASS 1A/3A and CLASS 4A

As for the athletes, Linsly, which is
undefeated in small meets this season,
appears. on paper. to be the favorite in
the 1A/3A class. The Cadets. who own
an astounding 16 conference girls titles
and 62 boys crowns. have the top-seed-
ed female in all but one event and in
three boys events.

St. Clairsvilie, which has won the last
five girls championships, will be right
in the mix for the 4 A crowns in both the
boys and girls meets. The Red Devils
are the top seed in six boys events.

Martins Ferry has the top seed in two

SIsts.

points. including a pair and 12 rebounds at the
of 3-pointers, for the Red
Riders. Janai Turner had
10 points and seven as-

tirne of the stoppage. The-
resa Kerker led Central
with 13 points and three
3-pointers.

Rohde had six points

events.
CLASS 5A

Three schools have a top seed in the
5A boys action.

Dover, which has won three straight ti-
tles, has six top seeds. while Parkersburg
South, which has won five conference ti-
tles, has three. and Warren has a pair.

On the girls’ side, four schools boast
a top seed.

Dover leads the way with the top
mark in five events, while Morgantown
has the top entrant in four.

Parkersburg South and John Marshall
pace one event each.

WVU’s

(Continued from Page 11)

“Joe is one of the guys
that’s made plays all year.
Joe has kept us in games
we otherwise would not
have been in. Joe has
never been the problem,”
Huggins said.

Huggins has preached
all year that the chemistry
on the team, the character
of the players. He knew a
loss is a loss is a loss, but
other Kansas there was
no one who beat them to
the point that they didn’t
have a chance to win the
game ... and they were
playing one of the tough-
est schedules in the na-
tion.

The schedule doesn’t
get any easier but the
weight they’ve been carry-
ing around with them the
last couple of weeks from

Mauck -

the losing streak and from
how they lost those games
has now been lifted.

When things turned bad
against TCU, they ali de-
cided the time had come
to stand up and look what
was dragging them down
in the eve.

They were aware of

what was happening
again.
“Of course,” Keddy

Johnson said when asked
about it. "It happened
almost every game. But
the guys got together and
said, ‘We’re not losing
this one.””

And they didn’t.

But one game is not a
winning streak.

It can become one on
Saturday in what looked
to be another tough one

— as if any don't in the
Big 12 — with Texas
coming to town for a 6
p-m. game, but this isn’t
the Texas they expected
to see a couple of weeks
back. Oh, it has a No. 6
national ranking, but its
coach, Chris Beard. is
now its ex-coach, having
been fired for what has
been termed domestic vi-
olence.

Beard was replaced by
assistant Rodney Terry.

The game is important
to everyone, but it carries
a little bit more weight
to WVU’'s Tre Mitch-
ell, who transferred from
Texas and knows that
beating his former team-
mates would go a long
way to helping right the
Mountaineers’ situation.

(Continued from Page 11)
ty quickly,” he continued. “*Some of Tim Jones, Cameron.

these people have worked this tourna-

- Class 3A Coach of the Year, Jayson

ment for 20. 30 and some. even 40, Stephen, Barnesville.
- Class 4A Coach of the Year, Bran-
don Pendleton, Indian Creek.

years.”
Special Awards

- Junior High Coach of the Year,

- Class 5A Coach of the Year, Brian

Seth Fluharty, Steubenville’s Harding Leggett, Wheeling Park.
- Assistant Coach of the Year, T.J.
- Class 1A/2A Coach of the Year, Miller, Beaver Local.

Middle School.

TiED

(Continued from Page 11)

“We went 13 for 14
and we should’ve had a
win in the one we lost,”
University head coach
Ken Maisel said. “There
are a couple of weight
classes where we need to
get better.”

The Hawks lost

i top-seeded Dakota Hage-

dom (150) who didn’t
suit up due to an illness.

“That hurts. We had
the upper hand over
(Parkersburg} South and

i (Wheeling) Park because

they both lost quality
wrestlers earlier in the
week, but I told the guys
we need to make up those
points. He would’ve
probably scored 25-30
points, so we have to
make them up. We need
to get pins and not deci
sions.”

The Hawks® Luca Fe-
lix (175}, one of six re-
turning titlists, picked up
his 100th career win with
a 44-second pin.

University has 12 of
13 wrestlers still alive for
a ftitle, with 11 winning
by pins.

The

Patrints

Wood County

lnst  defendinge

like to get that momen-
tum rotling on the first
day,” Wheeling Park head
coach Brian Leggett said.
“We had a lot of kids pick
up bonus points, which
are crucial in a tourna-
ment like this.”

One Patriot that came
through big time was
Carter Duncil (126) who
earned an upset over
Brooke’s No. 9 Xzander
Eltringham.

“We had that match
circled when the brackets
came out. We thought we
could win that one. and
we did,” Leggett praised.

“We did good. We like
to get that momentum
rolling on the first day,”
Wheeling Park  head
coach Brian Leggett said.
“We had a lot of kids pick
up bonus points, which
are crucial in a tourna-
ment like this.”

Wheeling Park has 12
matmen alive for champi
onships, with 11 winning
by falls.

Parkersburg South has
13 alive and 11 used pins
to advarnce.

Barnesville advanced
10 in the winners hracket

phen said. “We had a cou-
ple of guys step up, but
{ thought we could have
won one that we lost.™

Two of those that
stepped up were Ayden
Andrews (120) and Kar-
son Milhoan (165). An-
drews knocked off Mari-
etta’s No. 8 seed Jack Roe.
6-4, while the 12th-seed
ed Milhoan posted a tech-
nical fall over Marietta’s
Aaron Vessels.

“Ayden went out and
did what he had to do.”
Stephen said. “Karson did
the same.”

All of the returning
champions -- Oak Glen’s

Logan Davis (113):
Barnesville's Dakota
King (132); Steuben-

ville's Brody Saccoccia
(132). Wheeling Park’s
Bradyn Lucas (144); In-
dian Creek’s Dom Pa-
terra (157). Felix: and
Harrison Central’s Lucas
Thomas (215) all pre-
vailed.

Action resumes today
at noon with matches in
the second round of the
championship  bracket.
as well as first- and sec-
ond-roind  consolations.
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PReP BoXSCORES

Prep WRESTLING

PRrep ScoRes

Friday, Jan. 20
BOYS BASKETBALL
Wheeling Central at Dover
Wheeling Park at Parkers-
burg South
Paden City at Calhoun Co.
Barnesville at Caldwell
St. Clairsville at Bellaire
Weir at Harrison Central
Shadyside at River
Union Local at Cambridge
Brooke at Steubenville
Steubenville Catholic
Weirton Madonna
Indian Creek at East Liver-
pool
Edison at Beaver Local
Toronto at Frontier
BOWLING
Union Local at Brooke
Barnesville at Wheeling
Park
Weir at St. Clairsville
Wheeling Central at Bridge-
port
GIRLS BASKETBALL
Cabell Midland at Wheeling
Park
Parkersburg Christian  at
Paden City
WRESTLING
OVAC Tournament at Wes
Banco Arena, 11 a.m., 6 p.m.

at

Sports on TV

Friday, January 20
BOXING
Sp.m.
SHO — ShoBox: The New Genera-
tion, Bethlehem, Pa,
COLLEGE BASKETBALL {MEN'S}
6:30 p.m.
CBSSN — Ball 5t. at Kent 51,

7pm,
ESPN2 — VCU at Richmond
FS1 — Viltanova at 51. John's
8:30 p.m,
CBSSN — Toledo at Buffalo
11 p.m,
FS1 — Boise St. at New Mexico
COLLEGE BASKETBALL
[(WOMEN'S)
2:30 p.m.
PAC-12N — Colorado at California
9p.m.
FS1 — Villangva at Creighton
PAC-12N — Utah at Stanford

1 p.m.
PAC-12N - Oregon at Oregon 5t.
COLLEGE GYMNASTICS
[(WOMEN'S)

7pm.
SECN — Missouri at LSU
7:30 p.m.
ESPNU — Florida at Alabama
8:30 p.m.
SECN — Arkansas at Auburn
COLLEGE WRESTLING
7p.m.
ACCN — NC State at Virginia Tech
BTN -~ Michigan at Penn St.
9 p.m.
BTN — Mebraska at lowa
GOLF

12 p.m,
GOLF — LPGA Tour: The Hilton
Grand Vacations Tournament Of
Champions, Second Round, Lake
Nona Golf Course, Grlando, Fla.

3p.m.
GOLF — PGA Tour: The Ameri-
can Express, Second Round, PGA
WEST Private Ciubhouse, La Quin-
ta, Calif.

Tp.m.
GOLF PGA Tour Champions:
The Mitsubishi Electric Champi-
anship at Hualalai, Second Round,
Hualalal GC, Xaupulehu, Hawaii
2 a.m. [Saturday)
GOLF — DP World Tour: The Abu
Dhabi HSBC Championship, Third
Round, Yas Links, Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates
HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL
{GIRL'S)

5 p.m,
ESPNU — GEICO Inviational:
Conway [Ark.} vs, Sidwell Friends
(D.C.), Semifinal, Washington
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

. Sp.m.
NFLN — The Polynesian Bowl:
i From Honolulu

HORSE RACING
2:30 p.m.
FS2 — NYRA: America’s Day at
the Races
NBA BASKETBALL
7:45 p.m.
ESPN — Miami at Dallas
10:05 p.m.
ESPN - Memphis at LA Lakers
NHL HOCKEY
7 p.m.
NHLN — Otiawa at Pittsburgh
SOCCER (MEN'S)
2:25 p.m.
ESPN2 — Bundesliga: Bayern Mu-
nich at RB Leipzig
TENNIS
11 am,
ESPN2 — ATP/WTA: The Aus-

. tralian Open, Third Round, Mel-
 bourne, Australia (Taped)

p.m.
ESPN2 — ATPMWTA: The Aus-

- tralian Open, Third Round, Mel-

bourne, Australia
WINTER WORLD UNIVERSITY
GAMES

2:30 p.m.
ESPNU — FISU World University
Games: Women's Ice Hockey -
Semifinal 1, Lake Placid, N.Y.

NFL Piayorrs

Wild-Card Playoffs
x-if Kansas City vs. Buffalo,
played at Atlanta
Saturday, Jan. 14
San Francisco 41, Seattle 23
X Jacksonville 31, L.A. Chargers
0
Sunday, Jan. 15
Buffalo 34, Miami 31
N.Y. Giants 31, Minnesota 24
Cincinnati 24, Baltimore 17
Monday, Jan. 16
Dallas 31, Tampa Bay 14

Divisional Playoffs
Qasiirdase lan 71t

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Buckeye Local 54, Bridgeport 34
BUCKEYE LOCAL (54} -- McKeever
5. 1-2 12: Short 2, 1-1 5; Ankrom 1,
0-02; Carmalt 0, 0-0 0; Koran 0, 0-0
0; Dailey 1, 1-2 3; Kandrach 5, 3-3
14; Roset 2, 0-C 4; Kinyo 1, 0-0 2;
Long 5, 0-0 10; Valuska 1,0:0 2; To-
tals: 23, 6-8 54. BRIDGEPORT (34)
-- Chambers 0, 0-0 0; Clemens 0,
0-0 0; Bain 1, 0-0 2; Smith 0, 0-0 0;
Stewart 3, 3.4 11; Summers 1, 0-1
2; Brewer 1,7-10 9; Baxter 0, 4-
McElroy @, 2-2 2, Herman 0, 2-
Masters 1, 0.0 2; Gonzalez 0, 0-

Allen 0, 0-0 0; Totals: 7, 18-23 34,
3-point goals: BL -- McKeever,
Kandrach. B -- Stewart (2).

Union Local 66, Barnesville 23
UNION LOCAL (66) -- A, Kellaway
0, 0-0 0; L. Vinskovich 0, 2-2 2;
Miller 6, 0-1 i5; Kildow 5, 2-2 14;
E. Kelfaway 2, 0-0 6; Pietranton 1,
2.2 5; Butler 0, 0-0 O; Day 2, 1-2
6; R. Vinskovich 7, 3-5 18; Totals:
23, 10-14 66, BARNESVILLE (23)
- Thompson 1. 2-2 4; Yater 0, 0-2
0; Lucas 0, 0-0 0; Tyson 2, 1-3 5;
Welch 0, 0.0 0; Carter 3, 0-0 9;
Schaffer 1, 0-0 2; Phillips 0, 0-0 0;
Leasure 1,0-0 2; Oliver 0, 0-00; To-
tals: 8, 4-9 23.
3-pomt geals: UL - Miller (3), Kil-
dow (2), E. Keliaway {2), Pietran-
ton, Day; R. Vinskovich. B - Carter
{3

0
44;
22,
00;

River 63, Shadyside 26
SHADYSIDE {26} - Stewart 0, 9-0
0. T. Fuiton 0, 0-0 0, R, Fulton 2, 0-0
6; Boltz 0, 0-0 O; Zdunczyk 0, 0-0 0;
Sims 1, 0-0 2, Brown 5, 4-5 15; Hen-
dershot 0, 6-0) 0; Weatherson 0, 0-0
0: Smith 0, 0-0 0; Tsoras 1, 0-0 3;
Walker 0, 0-0 O; Totals: 9, 4-5 26,
RWER {63) -- Hobbs 0, 1-2 1; Harlan
7.0-0 15; Reed 0, 0-0 0; Wohnas 0,
0-00; Dotterer 8, 0-0 &; Indermuhle
0, 0-0 0; Prim 1, 0-0 2; Raper 9, 1-1
19; Fox 3, 4-5 10; Knight 6, 2-6 14;
Totals: 27, 8-14 63.
3-point goals: S -- R. Fulton (2),
Brown, Tsoras. R - Fox, Harlan.

Indian Creek 58, St. Clairsvilie 46
INDIAMN CREEK (58) -- Crites 0, 0-0
0: Taylor 4, 2-10 15; Sadler 0, 0-0
0; Vandeborne 0, 0-0 0; Starkey 2,
0-0 4; Ballato 1, 0-0 2; Ketron 0, 0-C
0; Anderson 7, 1-2 15; Robenson
8, 4-5 22; Alien 0, 0-0 0; Totals: 22,
12-17 58, 3T. CLAIRSVILLE {46) --
Zucco 0, 0-00; Malin 7, 4-4 19; Tut-
tle 2, 0-0 5; Moran 1, 3-4 5; Sadler
0, 2-2 2; Gray 2. 0-0 4; Powell 0,
0-0 0; Druzin 0, 0-0 0; Kain 3, 0-0 9;
Heatherington 0, 0-0 0; Swierkos 0,
0-C 0; Wallace 0, 0-0 0; Barrera 1,
0-0 2: Tosals: 16, 9-10 46.
3-paint goals: IC - Robertson (2).
5tC -- Malin, Kain {3}, Tuttle.

Monroe Central 50,
Shenandoah 36
SHENANDOAH (36) -- Leach 7,
5-10 19; Brown 0, 2-2 2; Noll 1, 0-2
3; B. Leach 0, 3-4 3; House 0, 1-2

1; May 1, 2-2 4; Wickham 0, 4-4
4; Wackbacher 0, 0-0 0; Totals: 8,
17-26 36. MONROE CENTRAL {50}
-- Emery 1, 2-2 4; Henthorn 0, 0-0
0: Hiles 0, 0 0 O; Thompson 5, 1-2
11; English 3, 0-3 B; Bishop 3, 1-2
¥; Bommaer 4, 0-0 8; Powell 0, 0-0
0, Bettinger 5, 0-0 t0; Totals: 23,
4-9 50,
3-point goals: S -
None.

Noll, MC -
BOYS BASKETBALL

Linsly 60, University 44
UNIVERSITY (44} -- Fortney-Gar-
bart 7, 0-1 17, Barcinas 0, 0-0 0;
Nemechek 4, 1-2 i1; Cool 1, 0-0
3; Coleman 0, Q-0 0; Bandy 0, 2-4
2; Ford 1, 0-0 3; Thomas 1, 0-0 3;
Hudson 1, 0-0 2: Jordan-Egnot 1,
0-0 3; Totals: 18, 4-7 44, LINSLY
(60} -- Taylor 2, 0-0 5: Jackson 5,
2-2 13; Anderson 3, 1-4 9; Good-
win 4, 0-0 12; Coleman 0, 0-0 0;
Vaysbakh 2, 1-1 6; Jones 1, 0-0
2; Sanchez 4, 1-1 9; Arias 2, 0-1 4;
Murray 0, 0-0 Q; Gill 0, 0-0 O; Farin
0, 0-0 0; Syzmusiak 0, 0-0 3; Totals:
23, 5-9 60.
3-point goals: U -- Fortney-Garbart
{3}, Nemeck {2}, Cool, Ford, Thom-
as. L -~ Taylor, Jackson, Anderson
(2}, Goodwin (4), Vaysbakh.

Valley 48, Beallsville 41
BEALLSVILLE {41) - Allen 4 3.4 11;
Hughes 10-0 3; Hagan 2 0-0 5; Tay-
lor 5 3-6 13; Perkins 3 1.2 7; Loud-
en 10-0 2; Totals: 16 7-12 41. VAL-
LEY (48) - Higgenbotham 3 0-0 7;
T. Stackpole 4 2-2 12, Derby 6 8-11
24; Anderson 1 1-3 3; Jericho 1 0-0
2: Totals: 15 11-16 48
3-point goals: B - Hughes, Hagan;
V - Derby (4), T. Stackpole {2), Hig-

69th Annual OVAC
Ron Mauck Tournament
{at WesBanco Arena,
Wheeling)
TEAM SCORING
Overall

1. ifie) Parkersburg South, Uni-
versity 46; 3. Wheeling Park 44;
4, Steuhenville 42; 5. Barnesville
35.5, 6. John Marshall 32; 7. (te}
Beaver Local, Edison, QOak Glen
30: 10. (ue) St Clairsville, South-
ern Local 27: 12, {tie} Indian Creek,
Martins Ferry 26; 14. Linsly 23.5;
15. Cameron 23; 16. Harrison Cen-
tral 22; V7. Morgantown 18; 18,
East Liverpoot 15; 19. {tie} Bridge-
port, Cambridge 14; 21. {tie} Unicn
Local, Weir, Wheeling Central 2;
24 Wellsville 11.5; 25, Bellaire 10;
26. {tie} Brooke, Magnolia, River,
Shadyside 8, 30. Marietia 7; 31.
(tie} Beallsville, Monroe Central,
Paden City, Steubenville Catholic
4; 35. Madonna; 36. {tie] Hundred,

Toronto 0
Class 5A
1. {tie] Parkersburg South, Uns-
versity 46, 3. Wheeling Park 44; 4.
Steubenvilie 42; 5. John Marshall
32; 6. Dover 32; 7. Warren Local
20; 8. Morgantown 18; 9. Brocke 8;
10. Marietta 7
Class 4A
1. (nel Beaver Local, Edison,
Qak Glen 30; 4. 5t. Clairsville 27; 5.
Indian Creek 26; 6. Harrison Cen-
tral 22; 7. Buckeye Local 20; 8. East
Liverpool 15; 9. Cambridge 14; 10.

Weir 12
Class 3A
1. Barnesville 35.5; 2. Martins
Ferry 26; 3. Linsly 23.5; 4, Shenan-
doah 22; 5. Caldwell 20; 6. Fort
Frye 16; 7. Union Loca! iZ; 8. Bel-
laire 10; 8. Magnolia 8
Class 1A/2A
1. Southern Local 27; 2. Cam-
eron 23; 3. Bridgeport 14; 4.
Wheeling Central 12; 5, Wellsville
11.5; 6. (tie} River, Shadyside 8; 8,
Beallsville, Monroe Central, Paden
City, Steubenville Catholic 4; 12.
Madonna 2; 13. {tie) Hundred, To-
ronto 0

Prep SwimmiING

OVAC Bill Brubaker Swimming
Championships
Top Seaded Times
{based on times submitted to
the OVAC from throughout the
2022-23 season)

Class 1A/4A
Girls
200 Medley Relay -- Linsly,
2:01.07; 200 Free -- Berta Roca

{Lins), 2:07.83; 200 IM -- Liv Torner
{Lins), 2:23.82; 50 Free -- Anna
Norman (Lins}, 25.95; 100 Fiy -- Liv
Torner (Lins), 1:06.63; 100 Free --
Anna Norman [Lins}, 56.48; 500
Free -- Berta Roca ILins), 5:51.20;
200 Free Relay -- Linsly, 1:48.22;
100 backstroke -- Bea Fauro (Lins),
1:08.60; 100 breaststroke -- Ahie
Riedel {WCC), 1:14.19; 400 Free
Relay -- Linsly, 3:53.14,

Boys
200 Medley Relay -- Linsly,
1:50.58; 200 Free -- Antonio Navar-
ro (Lins), 1:55.23; 200 IM -- John
Consort (MF), 2:01.94; 50 Free
- Zach May {StC), 23.09; 100 Fly
-- Evan Yost {S51C), 54.55; 100 Free
-- Zach May {5tC), 50.39; 500 Free
- Antonio Navarro [Lins), 5:16.55;
200 Free Reflay -- St Clairgviile,
1:40.66;, 100 backstroke -- Evan
Yost (StC), 56.52; 100 breast --
John Consort (MF}, 1:02.09; 400
Free Relay — S5t, Clairsville, 3:42.51.

Class bA

Girls
200 Medley Relay -- Dover,
1:58.90; 200 Free -- Caroline Riggs
{Morg}, 1:57.94; 200IM -- Delaney
Householder (Morg), 2:11.09; 50
Free -- Jordan Claypoole (PS),
25.79; 100 Fly -- Holly Perkowski
{(Dov), 1:00.33; 100 Free -- Eliza-
beth Lane (Dov), 55.69; 500 Free
-- Caroline Riggs iMory), 4:57.23;
200 Free Relay - Dover, 1;48,18;
100 back -- Victaria Kidney {JM},
58.78; 100 Breast -- Cassy Connare
(Dov), 1.12.44; 400 Free Relay -

Morgantown, 3:51.6%;

Boys

200 Medley Relay -- Parkers-
burg South, 1:42.84; 200 Free --
Cameron Marshall {Dov), 1:55.81;
200IM - Quade Harris {PS),
2:10.94; 50 Free -- Mason Frances
{(War), 22.20; 100 Fly - Anthony
Ott {PS), 54.59; 100 Free -- Mason
Frances {War), 48.79; 500 Free
- Lucas Lane (Dov}, 4:48.36; 200
Free Relay -- Dover, 1:34.85; 100
Back - Lucas Lane {Dovl, 53.10;
100 Breast -- Richard Tolloti (Dov),
1:03.85; 400 Free Refay -- Dover,

genbatham 3:28.05.
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W.VA GIRLS

Bluefield 44, Montcalm 23
- Cabell Midland 55, Huntington

George Washington 61, River-
side 36

Hampshire 48, Petersburg 32

Hurricane 64, Lincoln County 32

James Monroe 60, Oak Hill 40

Meadow Bridge 44, Indepen-
dence 42

Midland Trail 52, Mercer Chris-
tian 43

Mitro 70, Scott 59

Parkersburg South 58, St. Al-
bans 47

Pendieton County 50, East Har-
dy 39

PikeView 52, Princeton 43

South Charleston 64, Parkers-

burg 55
pring Mills 71, Hedgesville 23
Spring Valley 64, Capital 40
Vincent Warren, Ohio 63, Point
Pleasant 20
Wayne 47, Logan 39
Westside 61, Shady Spring 46

POSTPONEMENTS
West Greene, Pa. vs. Hundred,
ppd.
W.VA. BOYS

Braxton County 67, Clay County
46

Bridgepont 59, Philip Barbour 42

Clay-Battelle 71, Doddridge
County 61

East Fairmont 55, Elkins 47

Fairmont Senior 69, Lincoln 31

Fort Hill, Md. 71, Keyser 63

Frankfort 51, Petersburg 35

Grafton 62, Preston 33

Herbert Hoover 6B, Midland
Trail 57

Lewis County 60,
County 56

Moaorefield 54, Trinity 49

North Marion 48, Liberty Harri-
son 40

Paw Paw 58, Timber Ridge, Va.
26

Ravenswood 64, Wirt County 34
. Shady Spring 88, Independence

Micholas

South Harrison 61, Roane Coun-

v 38
St, Marys 62, Ritchie County 53
Valley Wetzel 48, Beallsville,
QOhio 41
Webster
County 37
Westside 85, Man 50
Williamstown 102, Tyler Con-
solidated 48
OHIO BOYS
Bellevue 50, Upper Sandusky 37
. Bishop Ready 55, Bloom-Carroll

County 56, Gilmer

Caledonia River Valley 75, Bell-
ville Clear Fork 55

Cols. Franklin His, 55, Cols.
Whetstane 48

Crooksville 58, Millerspont 53

Dresden Tri-Valley 54, Lancaster
Fairfield Union 49

Granville Christian 36, Delaware
Christian 32

Grove City Christian 40, Sugar
Grove Berne Union 18

Kent Roosevelt 45, Mogadore
Field 33

Marion Harding 66, Galion 53

Ontario 65, Sparta Highland 53

Shelby 73, Marion Pleasant 47

Valley Wetzel, W.Va. 48, Bealls-

vilie 41
OHIC GIRLS

Akr. Ellet 66, Akr, North 9

Akr. Hoban 83, Cle. Hts. Luther-
anE. 54

Anna 52, Hou 34

Apple Creek Waynedale 42,
Smithville 37

Archbold 58, Delta 49

Arlington 39, Pandora-Gilboa 33
- Athens 43, Bidwell River Valley

Batavia 50, New Richmond 31

Belmont  Union Local 66,
Barnesville 23

Berin Center Western Reserve
40, Atwater Waterloo 36

Berlin Hiland 49, Magnolia San-
dy Valley 17

Botkins 60, Sidney Fairlawn 27

. Brookfield 52, Youngs. Liberty

. Bryan &2, Hamler Patrick Henry
4

Camden Preble Shawnee 60,
MNewton Local 29

Canfield S. Range 41, Jefferson
Area 21

Carroliton 68, Lishon Beaver 40

Chagnin Falls 48, Beachwoced 16

Chardon 91, Ashtabula Edge
wood 61

Chesapeake 39, Ironton 36

Cin. Deer Park 55, Cin. Wood-
ward 22

Cin. Mercy-McAuley 45, Ur-
sulineg Academy 38

Cin. Walnut Hills 50, Cin Ander
san 40

Cin. West Clermont 46, Kings
Mills Kings 42

Cin. Winton Woods 50, Morrow
Little Miami 40

Clarksville Clinton-Massie 51,
Wilmington 36

Clyde 61, Vermilion 31

Collins Western Reserve 46,
Norwalk St. Paul 34

Cols. DeSales 57, Bishop Hart-
ley 26

Columbiana Crestview 50, War-
ren Champion 2%

Cory-Rawson 50, N. Baltimore
24

Creston Norwayne B8, Rittman

Day. Dakwood 58, Eaton 51

Defiance Ayersville 48, Defiance
Tinora 43

Delaware Christian 35, Granwville
Christian 30

Delphos Jefferson 41, Convoy
Crestview 37

Dola Hardin MNorthern 53, Mc-
Guffey Upper Scioto Valley 24

Doylestown Chippewa 60, West
Salem Northwestern 27

E. Palestine 44, Youngs. Valley
Christian 17

Elida 50, Defiance 40

Fayetteville-Perry 53, Mowrys-
town Whiteoak 44

Findlay Liberty-Benton 70, Mc-
Comb 22

Fostoria 43,
Hopewell-Loudon 37

Et ) Aramaia &1 Inabrne, Tamiar

Bascom

MLB Free AGency

NEW YORK {AP) — The 73 remain-
ing free agents:

AMERICAN LEAGUE
BALTIMORE (3] — Jesus Aguitar,
1b; Robinson Chirinos, ¢; Rougned
Oder, 2b.

BOSTON (2} — Tommy Pham, of;
Michaei Wacha, rhp.

CHICAGO {2} — Eivis Andrus, ss;
Jash Harrison, 2b,

DETROIT {2} — Andrew Chafin,
Ihp; Daniel MNorris, ihp.

HOUSTON (4) — Jason Castro, ¢;
Yuli Gurriel, 1bh; Trey Mancini, dh-
1b-of; Will Smith, lhp.

KANSAS CITY (1) - Zack Greinke,

thp.
LOS ANGELES {3} — Archie Brad-
tey, rhp; Matt Duffy, 3b; Kurt Su-

zuki, ¢,

MINNESOTA (8} — Chris Archer,
rhp; Dylan Bundy, rhp; Michael
Fulmer, rhp; Billy Hamiiton, of;
Sandy Leon, ¢; Aaron Sanchez,
rhp; Gary Sanchez, ¢; Miguel Sano,
b

NEW YORK (4) — Zack Britton,
thp; Arotdis Chapman, lhp; Marwin
Gonzalez, inf-of; Chad Green, rhp.
OAKLANE {2) — Chad Pinder, of;
Stephen Vogt, c.
TfAMF'A BAY (1) — David Peralta,
of.
TEXAS (4) — Kole Calhoun, of;
Charlie Culberson, inf-of; Matt
Moare, Ihp: Kevin Plawecki, c.
TORONTQ (2 — Jackie Bradley
Jr., of; David Phelps, rhp.
NATIONAL LEAGUE
ARIZONA (1) — lan Kennedy, rhp.
ATLANTA {4) — Adam Duvall, of;
Robbie Grossman, of; Jay Jack-
sen, rhp; Darren O'Day, rhp.
CINCINNATI {5} — Chase Ander-
son, rhp; Mike Minor, lhp; Dono-
van Solano, 2b; Hunter Strickiand,
rhp; Justin Wilson, lhp,
COLORADQ {4) — Alex Colome,
rhp; Jose Iglesias, ss; Chad Kuhl,
rhp; Scott Oberg, rhp.
LOS ANGELES {4) — Hanser Al-
berto, 3b; Danny Duffy, Ihp; Jimmy
MNelson, rhp; David Price, Ihp.
MILWAUKEE (3) — Josh Lindb-
lom, rhp; Andrew McCutchen, of;
Trevor Rosenthal, rhp.
NEW YORK {1} — Tyler Naquin, of.
PHILADELPHIA {2} — Brad Hand,
Ihp; Corey Knebel, thp.
PITTSBURGH (2} — Ben Gamel, of:
Roberto Perez, ¢.
SAN DIEGO (2) — Juricksen Pro-
far, of-2b; Craig Stammen, rhp.
SAN FRANCISCO (1) — Jose Alva-
rez, lhp.
WASHINGTON (6} — Steve Cis-
hek, rip; Nelson Cruz, dh; Wikl Har-
rig, rhp; Cesar Hernandez, 2b; Joe
Ross, rhp; Anibal Sanchez, rhp.
Free Agent Signings
NEW YORK (AP) — The 95 free
agents who have signed, with
name, position, former club if dif-
ferent, and contract. The contract
information was obtained by The
Associated Press from player and
management sources. For players
with minor league contracts, terms
for major league contract base sal-
aries are in parentheses:
AMERICAN LEAGUE
BALTIMORE {3) — Signed Kyle
Gibson, rhp, Philadelphia, to a $10
million, one-year contract; signed
Adam Frazier, 2h. Seattle, to an $8
million, one-year contract; signed
Mychal Givens, rhp, New York
Mets, to a 55 million, one-year
contract.
BOSTON {5} — Signed Joely Ro-
driguez, lhp, New York Mets, to
a 32 million, one-year contract;
signed Chris Martin, rhp, Los An-
geles Dodgers, to a $17.5 million,
two-year contract; signed Ken-
tey Jansen, rhp, Atianta, {0 a $32
millien, two-year contract; signed
Justin Turner, 3b, Los Angeies
Dodgers, to a $15 million, one-year
contracy; signed Corey Kluber, rhp,
Tampa Bay. to a $10 million, one-
year contract.
CHCAGO (2} Signed Mike
Clevinger, rhp, San Diego, to 2 $12
million, one-year contract; signed
Andrew Benintendi, of, New York
Yankees, to a $75 rmilion, five-year
contract.
CLEVELAND (2) — Signed Josh
Bell, 1b, San Diego, to a 5333 mik-
flion, two-year contract; signed
Mike Zunine, ¢, Tampa Bay, to a $6
million, one-year contract.
DETROIT {21 — Signed Matt Boyd,
lhp, Seattle, 1o a $10 million, one-
year contract; signed Michael Lo-
renzen, rhp, Los Angeles Angels,
to an $8.5 million, one-year con-
tract.
HOUSTON {3} — Re-signed Rafael
Montero, rhp, to a $34.5 miliion,
three-year contraci; signed Jose
Abreu, 1b, Chicago White Sox, to a
%58.5 million, threa-year contract:
re-signed Michael Brantley, of, to a
$12 million, one-year contract.
KANSAS CITY {1) — Signed Jor-
dan Lyles, rhp, Baltimore, to a $17
million, two-year contract,
LOS ANGELES (4} — Signed Tyler
Andersan, Ihp, Los Angeles Dodg-
ers, to a $39 million, three-year
contract; stgned Carlos Estevez,
rhp, Colorado, to a $13.5 millien,
two-year contract; signed Brandon
Drury, inf-of, San Diego, to a $17
million, two-year contract; signed
Chris Devenski, rhp, Philadelphia,
to a minor league contract.
MINNESQTA (3) — Signed Chris-
tian Vazquez, c, Houston, 1o a
%30 million, three-year contract;
signed Joey Gallo, of, Los Angeles
Dodgers, to an $11 million, one-
year contract; re-signed Carlos
Correa, ss, to a 5200 million, six-
year contract.
NEW YORK {4) — Re-signed An-
thony Rizzo, 1b, to a $40 miflion,
three-year contract; re-signed
Aaron Judge, of, 1o a $360 million,
nine-year coniract; signed Carios
Rodon, ihp, San Francisco. 1o a
$162 miltion, six-year contract;
signed Tommy Kahnle, rhp, Los
Angeles Dodgers, to an $11.5 mil-
lion, two-year contract.
OAKLAND (3) — Signed Aledmys
Diaz, inf-of, Houston, to a $14.5
r:nillio_q. tlwo-vear’cqngras:t;_ _sjgned

contract; signed Trevor May, rhp,
New York Mets, to a $7 million,
one-year contract.

SEATTLE {1} — Signed AJ Pollock,
of, Seattle, to a $7 million, one-
year contract,

TAMPA BAY {1) -~ Signed Zach
Eflin, rhp, Philadelphia, to a $40
million, three-year contract.
TEXAS (4) — Apnounced Martin
Perez, lhp, accepted $19.65 mil-
lion gualifying offer; signed Jacob
deGrom, rhp, New York Mets, to
a 8185 million, five-year contraci;
signed Andrew Heaney, lhp, Los
Angeles Angels, to a 525 million,
two-year contract; signed Nathan
Eowvaldi, rhp, Boston, to a §34 mi-
lion two-year contract.

TORONTO {3) -- Signed Kevin
Kiermnaier, of, Tampa Bay, to a $9
million, one-year contract; signed
Chris Bassitt, rhp, New York Mets,
to a $63 million, three-year con-
tract; signed Brandon Belt, 1b, San
Francisco, to a $9.3 million, one-
year contract.

NATIONAL LEAGUE
ARIZONA {2} — Signed Miguel
Castro. rhp, New York Yankees, to
a $3.5 million, one-year contract;
signed _Evan Longoria, 3b, San
Francisco, to a $4 million, one-year
cantract,

ATLANTA (3} — Re-signed Ehire
Adrianza, inf, to a minor league
contract; re-signed Jesse Chavez,
rhp, to a minor league contract;
re-signed Zach Davies, rhp, to a $5
million, one-year contract; signed
Kevin Pillar, of, Los Angeles Dodg-
ers, to a minor league contract.
CHICAGO (5) — Signed tameson
TailFlon, rhp, New York Yankees,
to a $68 million, four-year contract;
signed Dansby Swanson, ss, Al-
lanta, to a $177 million, seven-year
contract; re-signed Drew Smyly,
thp, to a $10 mitlion, two-year con-
tract; signed Tucker Barnhart, c,
Detroit, to a $6.5 miilion, two-year
contract; signed Brad Boxberger,
rhp, Milwaukee, to a $2.8 million,
one-year contract.

CINCINNATI (3} — Signed Wil
Myers, of, San Diego, to a $7.5
million, one-year contract; signed
Curt Casali, ¢, Seattle, to a $3.25
million, one-year contract; re-
signed Austin Romine, ¢, 10 a mi-
nor league contract.

COLORADO (2) — Signed Pierce
Johnson, rhp, San Diego, to a
$5 million, one-year contract; re-
signed Jose Urena, rhp, to a $3.5
million, one-year contract,

LOS ANGELES {4} — Signed Shel-
by Miller, rhp San Francisco, to a
$1.5 million, one-year contract:
re-signed Clayton Kershaw, thp,
to a $20 million, one-year contract;
signed Noah Syndergaard, rhp,
Philadelphia, to a $13 million, one-
year contract; signed JD Martinez,
dh, Boston, 10 a $10 million, one-
year contract.

MIAMIL (2} — Signed Jean Segura,
2b, Philadelphia, to a $17 million,
two-year contract; signed Johnny
Cueto, rhp, Chicage White Sox, 1o
an $8.5 million, one-year coniracs,
MILWAUKEE (1) — Signed Wade
Miley, Ihp, Chicago Cubs, to a 54.5
million, one-year contract.

NEW YORK (7} — Signed Justin
Verlander, rhp, Heuston, 1o an
586,666,666 two-year contract;
signed Jose Quintana, lhp, St
Louis, 10 a $26 million, two-year
contract; signed David Robertson,
rhp, Philadelphia, to & 510 million,
one-year contract; re-signed Bran-
don Nimmo, of, to a $162 million,
eight-year contract; signed Omar
Narvaez, ¢, Milwaukee, 1o a $15
million, two-year contract; re-
signed Adam Ottavino, rhp, to a
$14.5 milfion, two-year contract;
re-signed Tommy Hunter, rhp, to a
minor feague contract,
PHILADELPHIA (4} — Signed Trea
Turner, ss, Los Angeles Dodgers,
to a $300 million, 11-year contract;
signred Matt Strahm, hp, Boston,
to a $12.5 milhon, two-year con-
tract; signed Taijuan Walker, rhp,
New York Mets, to a 372 million,
four-year contract; signed Craig
Kimbrel, rhp, Los Angeles Dodg-
ers, to a $10 million, one-year con

tract,

PITTSBURGH (4} — Signed Carlos
Santana  1b, Seattle, to a $6.75
million, one-year contract; signe
Vince Velazquez, rhp, Chicaga
White Sox, to a $3.15 million, one-
year contract; signed Austin Hedg
es, ¢, Cleveland, to a $6 million,
one-year contract; signed Rich Hill,
lhp, Boston, 10 an $8 million, one-
year contract.

ST. LOUIS (1) — Signed Willson
Contreras, ¢, Chicago Cubs, 1o an
$87.5 miliion. five-year contract.
SAN DIEGO (6) — Re-signed Roly
ert Suarez, rhp, to a $46 million,
five-year contract; re-signed Neck
Martinez, rhp, to a $26 million,
three-year contract; signed Xan-
der Bogaerts, ss, Boston, to a $280
million, 11-year contract; signed
Matt Carpenter, inf-of, New York
Yankees, to a $12 madlion, one-year
contract; signed Seth Lugo, rhp,
New York Mets, to a $15 million,
two-year contract.

SAN FRANCISCO (6] An-
nounced Joc Pederson, of, accept
ed $19.65 millhon qualifying offer;
signed Mitch Haniger, of, Seat-
tle, 10 a $43.5 million, three-year
contract; signed Ross Stripling,
rhp, Toronto, to a 325 million,
two-year contract, signed Sean
Manaea, lhp, San Diego, to a $25
million, two-year contract; signed
Taylor Rogers, lhp, Milwaukee, to
a $33 million, three-year contract;
signed Luk= Jackson, rhp, Atlanta,
10 an $11.5 million, two-year con-

tract.

WASHINGTON (31 —- Signed Trev-
or Williams, rhp, New York Mets,
to a $13 million, twe-year contract;
re-signed Erasmo Ramirez, rhp,
to a $1 million, one-year contract;
signed Corey Dickerson, of, 51
Louis, 1o a $2.25 million, one-year
contracl.
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

ry of the event that it’s a two-day event. ming Championships,” meet direc-
The 5A schools will compete on Satur- tor and the man for whom the meet is

Gold medals -- OVAC style -- will ons in all 22 events. As for the
be handed out tonight at Brooke High team awards, there will be three

School.

The first conference champions of the handed out this year. Obvious- |
winter sports season will be crowned ly, 5A has its own. For the first
when the Class 1A through 4A swim- time, in many years, the 4A

day, crowning separate champi-

classes for both boys and girls

mers hit the water at the Brooke Aquat- class will crown its own cham-

Brubaker Swimming Championship.

This marks the first time in the histo-

the 1 A/3A schools.

“It’s a new era of the OVAC Swim-

named, Bill Brubaker, said. “
Today’s meet will begin at

approximately 5:30 p.m. and

i the 5A schools will hit the wa-

terat 11 am.
The meet

awards.

e

underwent
change after an urging of the
coaches, who were hoping
ic Center to take part in the OVAC Biil pions and there will be team winners in to see more athletes recognized with

“Small-schoo! coaches felt their kids

By KIM NORTH
For The Times Leader

WHEELING - There’s a logjam
atop the team standings after one

Mauck Wrestling Tournament inside
WesBanco Arena.

Parkersburg South and University,
two of the top pre-tournament favor-
ites, both checked in with 46 points,

42, while Class 3A frontrunner
I;amesville rounds out the top 5 with

5.5.

Beaver Local, Edison and Oak
Glen all have 30 points and are
deadlocked for the Class 4A Jead.
St. Clairsville (27) and Indian Creek
(26) are close behind.

The aforementioned Shamrocks
are 9.5 points in front of Martins
Ferry in Class 3A, with Linsly third
at 23.5 and Shenandoah fourth with
22. Caldwell has 20.

Southern Local holds a 4-point
margin (27-23)over defending Class

By KIM NORTH
For The Times Leader

which is two points ahead of defend-
ing overall and Class 5A champion =
Wheeling Park. Steubenville is four |
points back of the co-leaders with |

Photos/KIM NORTH

ABOVE: BARNESVILLE'S Ayden Andrews works toward a victory over Marietta's Jack Roe during a 120-pound,
opening-round bout at Thursday's 69th annual OVAC Ron Mauck Tournament.

BELOW: BUCKEYE Local's Seth Driscoll (left) and Martins Ferry’s Domenick Tedeschi hooked up in one of the
more entertaining matches of the night as Tedeschi claimed an 8-4 decision,

Matmen begin OVAC title chase

* Barnesville off to a strong start; University and South share overall lead

round of the 69th annual OVAC Ron k& il

WHEELING - The 69th annual
OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tour-
nament kicked off its three-day stay
mside downtown Wheeling's Wes-
Banco Arepa, but something, no
make that. someone wasn't in atten-
dance.

The event’s long-time director

1A/2A champion Cameron, while
Bridgeport is third with 14, two-
and-a-half points ahead of Wheeling
Central. Wellsville has 11.5.

“We went 13 for 14 and we
should’ve had a win in the one we

and namesake passed away over the
summer.

The tournament’s program was
dedicated in Ron Mauck’s name
and his family was presented with a
framed picture of the book’s cover
prior to the tournament.

“Ron was my friend. Ron was my
mentor,” Dr. Bill Welker said in his
pre-tournament speech. “I knew Ron
and his late wife for 50 years. I not

lost,” University head coach Ken
Maisel said. “There are a couple of
weight classes where we need to get
better.”

The Hawks lost top-seeded Dako-

See, OVAC, Page B3

OVAC Wrestling begins with tribute to Ron Mauck

only had the privilege of teaching
their children in school, I also taught
their grandchildren.”

Lapel pins were also a part of re-
membering Mauck.

Going Hi-Tech

For the first time in its existence,
the OVAC Ron Mauck Toumament
has gone paperless. There are no bout
sheets to be handed out, it’s all done

See, MAUCK, Page B3

F

CINCINNATI
BENGALS
quarterback
Joe Burrow
drops back

i left ankle wrapped tight with white tape.
e Left tackle Jonah Williams wore a soft brace Houston before the season, has slotted in for
4 on his left leg after dislocating his kneecap last Cappa at right guard.

- e @ M TERS W W W

were being overshadowed by the big
schools and been asking for a trial with
a split,” Brubaker said. “Big-school
swimmers were getting over 60% of
positions in the meet and when you
look at the medalists, only Linsly and
St. Clairsville had medalists other than
the big schools.”

On top of the desire to recognize
more athletes with awards. Brubak-
er acknowledges the separation of the
meets will make the event much quicker

See, SWIM, Page B3

No. 2 Ohio St.
women roll by
Northwestern

COLUMBUS., Ohio (AP) — Taylor Mike-
sell and Rebeka Mikulasikova each scored 18
points and No. 2 Ohio State beat Northwest-
ern 84-54 on Thursday night to push its pro-
gram-best, scason-opening winning streak to
19 games.

The Buckeyes (19-0, 8-0 Big Ten) led wire
to wire and closed the first quarter on a 10-1
run, with eight of the points from Mikeseli.
Ohio State led by 38 points in the fourth quar-
ter and didn't allow Northwestern {6-12, 0-8)
to come closer than nine points after the first
two minutes of the second quarter.

*This could have been a real problem for us,
had we not shown up with the focus and en-
ergy needed to play the game the right way,”
Ohio State coach Kevin McGuff said. “I credit
our leadership, our upperclassmen, just mak-
ing sure the team was ready.”

Ohio State held a 14-point halftime advan-
tage and pulled away after scoring a game-
best 27 points in the third quarter. Mikesell
scored 15 of her points in the first half and had
three steals.

“Third quarter, they just went on a couple
runs and we didn’t do a very good job of get-
ting back on defense or off a turnover, and our
shot selection became a problem,” Northwest-
ern coach Joe McKeown said.

SPREADING THE MINUTES AROUND

McGuff and Ohio State turned to its bench
without star guards Madison Greene and Jacy
Sheldon due to injury and with a comfortable
lead throughout the second half,

Hevynne Bristow contributed seven points
alongside eight rebounds and three steals
during a season-high 27 minutes. Emma Shu-
mate played 16 minutes and added four points
and as many boards, while Eboni Walker
played 14 minutes and notched eight points
with six rebounds which were both season
bests.

“I was really trying to get Hevynne, Eboni
and Emma some more minutes.” McGuff said.
“We’re still trying to develop our depth. and I
thought they all did some really good things.
They all made some mistakes, but that’s why
we’re putting them out there just to get more
experience.”

a

AP PHOTO
OHIO STATE guard Tayior Mikesell (24) looks
to take a 3-point shet during the second half
of a game against Northwestern at Value City
Arena in Columbus,Thursday.

Injuries lead to more change on Bengals OL

CINCINNATI (AP) — Right guard Alex
Cappa rolled around the Bengals locker room tection during the postseason last year, has start-
§ On a scooter on Wednesday. He had his elevated ed at right tackle since Collins went down. Max
Scharping, who was claimed off waivers from

Hakeem Adeniji. who struggled in pass pro-



SPORTS

Area Sports Card

Friday, Jan. 20
BOYS BASKETBALL
Virealing Cenval at Dovet
Vineelng Parit al Pamersous S
Zameswde at Calowel
3t Cranswle : Beflare
View &l Hamson Conral
Shagysioe t Siver
o Local at Camandge
ingian Creex at East Liverpoo!
BOWLING
{nicr: Local at Broore
SBarnesvifle al Yvheelng Pars
Wey at St Clarsvite

ASKETBALL
Caoell Midand at Vihealing Part
WRESTLING
OVAC Toumameni a WesBanco Arena, icon

Prep Boxscores

GIALS BASKETBALL
Buckeye Local 54, Bridgeport 4

BUCKEYE LOCAL {54) - McKeever 512 °2; Shon

115, Anwom * 840 2, Camatl §, 60 (7 Koran 0. 000

Daley ¢ 123 Hanrach 5, 33 14: Poset 2. 0:04; Kinyo £,

002 Long 5. 00 10; Valusa 1 ) 2 Towls 23, 64 5¢

EAIDGEPCAT (34, - Chamoers G, -0 §; Clomens 0. (-0 0:

gan | 002 Smeh 0, (04 Stewari 3. 34 11 Sumames 1.

01 2: Breaer 1. 7440 9. Bavier 0, 44 £, McBloy 0. 2:2 2.

Heiman0.2:22: Vasiers 1, 040 2. Ganzatez 0. 00 Aden 0.
D06 Totels: ¥ 18-2354

Foial geals BL - McXeever Kangrach, § - Stewani

12)
Union Local 56, Barnesville 23
UNICN LOCAL 561 A Heaway 0, 0-00: L Vinskov-
cn G 22 2 Miler 5. 0-1 15, fiigow 5. 2-2 14 E. Kelaway 2,
40 6 Pievanion 3, 225 Suser 0.00 0 Day 2. 126 R
Voo T 3518 Toids 23, 114 56 BARNESVILLE
1231 - Thomoson °, 2-2 4 Vater 0, G2 0 Lucas 6. G0 4
Tysor 2. 7-3 5 Viskch 0,00 0; Caster 3,003, Schafter 1. 00
g‘ P;Jé.;sﬂ 00 Leaswe =, 00 2 Olive: 0 00 0; Tolals
1323
3pomi goa's: UL - idler ). K 12), £. Fellaway 12),
Petranion, Dav: R. Vinsvovich, 8- Canee (3}
River 63, Shadyside 26
SHADYSIDE 26) ~ Stewant 0, 000" T Futan 0, (0 0
7. Fuiion 2.0 & Boitz 0. 040 0: Zdunczyk 0, 000 Sims 1,
00 2 Zrown 5 35 15, Henaershol 0, 00 0: Weatherson O,
{00, S 0, 03 0 Tsores 5, 003 Wa'ker §, 0404 Tolals:
345 2% RIVES B3] - Hooos 0. 1-2 3, Hadan 7, 00 15
2ead 0,046 0 Vaheas 0. 040 0 Deverer 0, 04 0; indermuhée
SO00 Fum t 02 Raver§ 1119 Fox 3 45 10: Knight
£,20 1 Tols 27,8-14 83,
Jooritgoals S- R Fioniz), Brown. Tsoras B-Fox,
Han,
trdian Creek 54, SL Clairsville 46
NEIAN CREEX 1581 - Crites 0, 0D 0 Taghor &, 71035
Sadfes 01, 0:0 O Yanecome €, 0:00; Starvey 2.0-0 & Balaio
1,002 Kewon 0.0-0 0 Anderson 7. 1+215 Raberison 8, 43
22 Alen 0. 06 O Toials. 22 12-17 58 ST CLAIRSVHLE
45) - Zueeo 0. 0D 0 Masa 7 44 19 Tuile 2, 00 5; Moran
1.3 5, Sacker §, 2-22, Gray 2,004 Powell 0.0-0 0 Druzin
0. 004, %an 3. 00 % Heathenngton 0. 00 1; Smerkes &
[0 Yialae 0. 0-0 0 Barera £, 00 2: Tolals 15, 94046,
. _J-Igoma qoals 1C - Hooenson (2 SIC ~ Maln. Kan
ic)
Monroe Central 50. Shenandoah 36
SHENANDOAA {36 - Leach 7 510 19 Brown 0,22
2 M 323 E Leach 3 3 Pouse 0, -2 % May *, 22
4 Vigeham O &4 2 Vieckacher 0, 00 0: Totals 9, 1726
3 WONAOE CENTRAL (50! - Emery 1 2.2 &; Henthom 0
Sles 007 Thomasen 3, 2 11 Englsh 3. 636
Bshon 27 Somemer 2 M08 Cowell 0,.000: Baminge 5
043 10 Toals. 23, 46 50
oot goals 5 - MG - hane
BOYS BASKETAALL
Linsiy 60, University 44
MIVERS,TY 43 - Fermev-Garsan 701 17: Basinas
Nemecher £ 1211 (oot * (03 Coloman 0, 00
Bandv 0. 2~ & Fors 1, 3403, Thomas 1, 60 3: udson |,
002 Jroan-Egrot + 00 3, Toials 16, 47 44, LINSLY 80
- Tagky 2,04 3 Jacrson 5. 2-2 13 Ancersan 3. 1-4 9 Gooc-
an o, 04012, Colerman §, 0-0 0 Vaysoakh 2. 3-16; Jones §
A02 Sancnez 4 1419 Avas 2 0-14 Murray §.0-00: GAIG,
D08 7arn0 300 Syzrusiak 0,000, Totals: 23,5830

oot g5 U - Formey-Gamar (31, Nemeck (2),
Jond Ferd, Thomiss. L - Tayler, Jackson. Anderson (2),
Gooce: 41, Vavsad,

Valiey 48, Beallsville 41

BEALSVILLE /83 - Mhan & 34 17, Hughes 1 00 3
agan 200 5, Tayor § 36 13, Periins 3 1-¢ 7 Lougen §
02 Tolas 1571241 VALLEY (48] - riggentotham 3 0-0
7.7 Staceonle < 2212 Detby 6 241 25 Anderson 1433,
o * 002 Tews 1571-1648

ook goats: & - rughes, Hagan, V - Dery (4), 7
Swatknole {21, Hagoerhothan

Prep Wrestling

E5h Anrazl OVAC
Ron Masck Tour=ament
[t WesBaneo Arena, Wheeling}

1 Baenesvie 35.5; £ Warons Femy 350 Lasly 05
. Shenandoar 22. 5. Gadeel 20, £, Fort Frye 0 7. Unioe
et 12:B. Sears 109 Hagola 8

Class IAZA

Soutrem Local 27 2 Cameron 23 3 Becgenor 56,
4 Veetoc Ceniral 12 5. Welsvite 115 5. 5e) Aner

s & B

Selsob, Moreoe Gentah, Cades Cay

12 Mateera © 1 i Homed

b A s 4

e

Prep Swimming

OVAC Bill Brubaker Swimming Championships
Top Seaded Times
{based an fimes submitted 10 the OVAC trom
throughoul the 2022-23 season}
Class 1444
Girls
24 Mleoey Spay - Lnsly, £ 0107 200 Free - Bera
Foca (Lnsi 207 B3, 200 A - L Tomer iLins). 223 8%;
) Free - Annz Neaman [Lmg), 25.95 100 Fy - L Tomer
Lns). 1 G683, 100 Fre2 -~ Anna Naoman fLins), 56.48: 500
free w Sony Roca (Lns 55120 20 Frse Relay - Linsly.
14822 100 atksyose - Bea Faurg fLing), 108600 100
STy ~ Ake Fhegel (WOC! 114,13 400 “ree Relay
Ly 33314
Boys

00 Meday Rezy - Lirshy, 13058 200 Free - Ao
oo Navamo {LnsL 755.23 200 M - John Coasont (MF).
201,34 50 Free - Zach May /S0, 2302 100 Fly - Evan
051 (33, 3455 100 Free - Zach May (SiG). 50.38 500
Frea - Anio Navaro {Lns| 5.16 55 200 Free Relay - &1,
Giarsyile 40 5 100 bacesiro«e - Evan YostSIC) 56 52

: * Swim

 OVAC

Continued from Page B1

ta Hagedorn (150) who didn’t suit up due to an ill-
ness.

The Hawks’ Luca Felix (175), one of six returning
titlists, picked up his 100th career win with a 44-sec-
ond pin,

University has 12 of 13 wrestlers still alive for a
title, with 11 winning by pins.

The Wood County Patriots lost defending champi-
on Gage Wright to a foot injury and the Ohio Coun-
ty Patriots are without Jack Lowe who was third last
year.

“We did good. We like to get that momentum roli-
ing on the first day,” Wheeling Park head coach Bri-
an Leggett said. “We had a lot of kids pick up bonus
points, which are crucial in a tournament like this.”

One Patriot that came through big time was Carter
Duncil {126} who earned an upset over Brooke’s No.
9 Xzander Eltringham.

Wheeling Park has 12 matmen alive for champion-
ships, with 11 winning by falls.

Parkersburg South has 13 alive and i1 used pins
to advance.

Barnesville advanced 10 in the winners bracket.
Seven of the Shamrocks had pins.

“We did pretty good. The guys went out and com-
peted.” Barnesville head coach Jayson Stephen said.
“We had a couple of guys step up. but ! thought we
could have won one that we Jost.”

Two of those that stepped up were Ayden Andrews
{120) and Karson Milhoan (165). Andrews knocked
off Marietta’s No. 8 seed Jack Roe. 6-4. while the
1 2th-seeded Milhoan posted a technical fall over
Marijetta’s Aaron Vessels,

“Ayden went out and did what he had to do,” Ste-
phen said. “Karson did the same.”

All of the returning champions - Oak Glen's Logan
Davis {113); Barnesville’s Dakota King {(132). Steu-
benville’s Brody Saccoccia (132): Indian Creek’s
Dom Paterra (157): Felix: and Harrison Central’s Lu-
cas Thomas (2135} all prevailed.

Action resumes today at noon with matches in the
second round of the championship bracket. as well
as first- and second-round consolations. Following
a short break. the championship quarterfinals head-
hine the 6 p.m. session which also includes third- and
fourth-round consolation bouts.

¢ Mauck
Continued from Page B1

done on the computer through Trackwrestling.
thanks to Mike Carman.

I guess we are hi-tech now,” Tournament Director
Dr. Dan Doyle said. “We ve wanted to do this for a
long time. but we needed a strong. reliable internet
and the arena’s was a little shaky. but they totally re
did all that.”

There were some glitches. but like Doyle said. they
can be worked out.

“There are going to be some bumps along the way.
but. so far. our people have adapted pretty quickly.”
he continued.

Special Awards

- Junior High Coach of the Year, Seth Fluharty,
Steubenville's Harding Middle School.

- Class 1A/2A Coach of the Year. Tim Jones.
Cameron.

- Class 3A Coach of the Year. Jayson Stephen.
Bamesville,

- Class 4 A Coach of the Year. Brandon Pendleton.
Indian Creek.

Class 5A Coach of the Year. Brian Leggett.

. Wheeling Park.

Assistant Coach of the Year. T.J. Miller, Beaver
Local.

Continued from Page B1

to complete.

“Last year’s meet ran long and with all of the
swimmers. some would warm up and it would be
two hours. or longer, until their first event.” Brubak-
er stressed. “We're hoping (this change) will attract
more athletes to swim as they will see they have a
chance to compete.”

Brubaker did point out this format change “is a tri-
al to see how it goes.”

“There are pros and cons.” Brubaker said. “More
athletes will get to compete, each meet will run half
the time that last year's singie meet did. We'll have a
good meet and then sit back and evaluate it.”

CLASS 1A/3A and CLASS 4A

As for the athletes, Linsly. which is undefeated in
small meets this season, appears. on paper, to be the
favorite in the LA/3A class. The Cadets, who own
an astounding 16 conference girls titles and 62 boys
crowns. have the top-seeded female in all but one
event and in three boys events.

St. Clairsville. which has won the last five girls
championships. will be right in the mix for the 4A
crowns in both the boys and girls meets. The Red
Deviis are the top seed in six boys events.

Martins Ferry has the top seed in two events.

* Bengals

Continued from Page 81
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Vinskovich sets rebound

record in UL

BARNESVILLE -- Union Local won
the milk trophy and Reagan Vinskovich
became the school’s all-time leading re-
bounder during Thursday’s convincing
66-23 victory against rival Barnesville.

Vinskovich came into the game need-
ing seven and surpassed the mark in the
first half. She also scored 18 pomnts in
the game to lead everyone.

Her effort was complemented by ju-
nior Lauren Miller’s 15. Senior Torre
Kildow posted 4 points.

Barnesville received nine points from
Alyssa Carter.

Buckeye Local 54, Bridgeport 34

BRIDGEPORT -- Buckeye Local
raced to a 19-7 lead after one and never
looked back en route to a repeat victory
over Bridgeport.

The Panthers received 14 points
from Pam Kandrach, 12 from Brynn
McKeever and 10 from Carly Long.

Bridgeport was led by Brooke Stew-
art’s 11.

River 63, Shadyside 26

HANNIBAL -- River scored a second
lopsided victory against Shadyside in
just over a week’s time Thursday eve-
ning.

The Pilots used a 26-0 run in the sec-
ond quarter to fuel itself to victory.

Senior Hannah Raper continued her
strong season with 19 points to lead the
way. Junior Kelsey Harlan added 15,
while Rylee Knight had 14 and Zoey
Fox added 10.

Shadyside was led by senior ace Gen-
try Brown. who pumped in 15 points.

Indian Creek 58, St. Clairsville 46

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -- The Redskins
made the trip to Belmont County a suc-
cessful one by knocking off the Red
Devils Thursday evening.

The Redskins were led by Tori Rob-
ertson’s 22 points, Kylie Anderson and
Gabby Taylor each had 15 points.

The Red Devils were led by scnior
Megan Malin. who scored 19 points.

Monroe 50, Shenandoah 36

WOODSFIELD -- The Seminoles
completed the season sweep of the Zeps
Thursday evening.

girls’ win

Monroe Central was led by Abby
Thompson's 11 and Riley Bettinger's
10.

Shenandoah junior Mya Leach was
the leading scorer in the game with 19
points.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Linsly 60, University 44

WHEELING -- Linsly picked up an-
other key win for its OVAC Tourna-
ment hopes Thursday evening, toppling
University.

The Cadets (8-5) were led by Gavin
Jackson’s 13 and D’Arrae Goodwin's
12.

James Fortney-Garbart paced the
Hawks with 17.

Valley 48, Beallsville 41

PINE GROVE - Gavin Derby lit itup
for 24 points and Trevor Stackpole add-
ed a dozen for the Lumberjacks.

Logan Taylor paced the Blue Devils
with 13. Chance Allen had 11.

BOWLING
Buckeye Local, Linsly split

The Panthers girls. fresh off their
MOVL title. knocked off Linsly by a
1546-1251 score. The Cadets boys.
however. edged the Panthers. 1751-
1738.

Buckeye Local’s girls were led by
Cassie Burkhead’s 146 single game
and Haylee Brown’s series of 283,

Panthers Noah Jock rolled a 216 for
the high game and a 385 for the high
series.

John Marshall sweeps
St. John Central Academy

The Monarchs posted a victory in
both the boys and girls matches Thurs
day afternoon at St. Clair Lanes.

John Marshall’s girls rolled to a
1221-845 victory. while the boys post-
eda 1214-1137 victory.

Reagan Gorby posted a 1535 for the
high game and a 260 series to lead the
Monarchs.

Tayvon Yeater had a 152 game and
278 series to pace JM and the field on
the boys’ side.
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OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tourney opens tonight

By KIM NORTH

For The Times Leader

WHEELING - The seeds have been
announced and the brackets have been
set. The eight mats and scorer’s tables
were put in place Wednesday afternoon
inside WesBanco Arena. Now, all that
is needed is wrestlers.

the 69th annual OVAC Ron Mauck
Wrestling Championships begins its
three-day stay inside the renovated
downtown venue. With no late scratch-
es, a total of 452 wrestlers are set to
compete for 14 individual champions,
as well as an overall team champion and
four class (5A, 4A, 3A, 1A/2A) cham-
pions.

“I think this is another wide-open

year, as far as the team race goes,” said
Tournament Director Dr. Dan Doyle.
who will be stepping aside after 15
years in that role. “Wheeling Park, Uni-
versity, Parkersburg South and Barnes-
ville all have solid teams. It’s anybody’s
tournarnent to win.”

However, two of the aforementioned
teams - defending overall and Class 5A
titlist Wheeling Park and Parkersburg

South - each have standout sidelined
due to sickness and injury. The Ohio
County Patriots have lost sophomore
Jack Lowe (132), who placed third last
year and was a W.Va. state runner up, to
mononucicosis. while the Wood Coun-
ty Patnots nationally ranked and de-
fending champion Gage Wright (175)
suffered a foot injury.

That will happen tonight at 6 when

See, OVAC, Page B2

AP PHOTO
NEBRASKA'’S DERRICK Walker (13) shoots next to Ohio State’s Felix Okpara during the first half of an
NCAA coilege basketbail game Wednesday in Lincoln, Neb.

Struggling Buckeyes lose again

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP) — Sam
Griesel scored 15 points — in-
cluding a pair free throws in clos-
ing seconds — and grabbed seven
rebounds Wednesday night to help
Nebraska beat Ohio State 63-60
and extend the Buckeyes' losing
streak to five games.

Keisei Tominaga added 11
points for Nebraska (10-9. 3-5 Big
Ten). Derrick Walker, Nebraska's
leading scorer (14.1 points per
game)} and rebounder (7.7). fouled
out when he was called for a charge
with 2:09 left, finished with eight
points, 10 rebounds and four as-

WVU snaps

Big 12 losing
skid with win

over TCU

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (AP

Kedrian Johnson scored 20 points and
West Virginia built a big early iead and
outlasted No. 14 TCU 74-65 on Wednes-

day night.

Jimmy Bell Jr. added 15 points and 12
-5 Big

rebounds for West Virginia (11-7, |
12). whose players slapped hands wi

student section after breaking a five-

losing streak.
Mike Miles Jr. scored 21 points

Emanuel Miiler and Damion Baugh had [

sists.

The Cornhuskers improved to
6-20 all-time against Chio State
(10-8, 2-5).

Brice Sensabaugh scored back-
to-back buckets to give Ohio State
a two-point lead with 8:55 to piay
but the Buckeyes went without a
field goal for the next 6 1/2 min-
utes. Denim Dawson answered
with a layup and Jamarques Law-
rence followed with a 3-pointer to
make it 52-49 a minute later and
the Cornhuskers led the rest of the
way.

Sean McNeil missed a clean look

) -

th the [
game [

while

13 apiece for TCU (14-4, 3-3), which has |§ .

lost three of its last four after starting the ,

season 13-1.

After a lackluster first half, the Horned

Frogs made it interesting toward the

Moun 17 with Tl minntec remn

end.

inineg

at a potential tying 3-point shot
from the left wing as time expired.

Sensabaugh led the Buckeyes
with 18 points and 10 rebounds.
McNeil scored 13 points and Zed
Key added 11 points, 10 rebounds
and three blocks.

Nebraska coach Fred Hoiberg
was called for a technical foul with
12:33 to play. He appeared upset
after a no-call on what he thought
was a Buckeyes foul and explod-
ed when Wilhelm Breidenbach
was called for an moving screen

moments later. McNeil, who went
See, OSU, Page B2

| What will recovery entail?
™ When might Nadal return to
L. the ATP Tour?

2 done to try to figure out |
i some of the answers. What

Barnesville boys,
Buckeye girls win
MOVL bowling

WOODSFIELD -- Barnesville’s boys and Buckeye
Local’s girls claimed the second annual Mid Ohio
Valley League Bowling championships Wednesday
at the Russell Family Bowling Center.

For the Shamrocks. the win is their second consec-
utive in the event, while the Panthers won a team title
for the first time.

BOYS
Bamnesville rolled an 817 in the opening game and

{ never looked back en route to total score of 3262.

which was 880 pins better than runner-up Beallsville.

The Shamrocks produced the tournament’s top four
finishers. all of whom eam a spot on the All-MOVL
squad.

Matthew Hall won the individual championship
with a total score of 613.

He had the high game. which came in the second,
of 256.

Colton Hall {541). Kavin Carpenter (516} and
Keegan Martin (497) rounded out the top Shamrocks.

Monroe Central, which finished fifth in the team
standings, had the other two All-MOVL performers
in Will Travis and James Williams. who finished fifth
and sixth, respectively.

GIRLS

The back-and-forth affair in the team standings
wasn’t decided until the ‘baker games” when the Pan-
thers rolled a 547, which heid off runner-up Monroe
Central and surged past Barnesville, which led after
the individual games.

All told, Buckeye Local rolled a 2523, which was
six pins better than the Seminoles and 30 better than
the Shamrocks.

Individually, Monroe Central’s Shyann Baker pre-
vailed with a 501.

She was 1 4 pins better than Buckeye Local’s Lizzie
Frank.

Barnesville’s Reagan Campbell finished third with
ad4t.

Bridgeport's Emma Pittner (419). Buckeye Local’s
Haylee Brown (417) and Bamesville's Julie Johnson
(416) rounded out the All-MOVL performers.

Analysis: Hard to
know what’s next for
Nadal with hip injury

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — This is hardly
the first time Rafael Nadal’s body has betrayed him.
That much we know. What no one — not even the
22-time Grand Slam champion himself — can possi-
bly pinpoint accurately is what comes next.

First things first: How se-
riously did Nadal injure his
hip during a 6-4. 6-4, 7.5
loss to 6 5th-ranked Macken-
zie McDonald in the Austra-
lian Open’s second round on
Wednesday?

Was there damage to a
muscle, joint or cartilage? |3

He will get medical tests

no MRI or X-ray can reveal.
what no doctor can determine. is perhaps the most



42 POIILS. Jd IVIOLAll Jdd
24 and the Memphis
Grizzlies won their 11th
straight game to match the
franchise record. beating
the Cleveland Cavaliers
115-114 on Wednesday

U WHIHCE WILHL 1O SMOC-
onds left. Adams was in
position to tip in a miss
by Morant. and Dillon
Brooks preserved the
victory by blocking Gar-
land’s 3-point try at the

Hlg WIIAL 3T > VT UULILE
all season . . . manning
the boards,” Morant said.
“He got us the win.”
Darius Garland led
Cleveland with 24 points,
Caris LeVert had 23.

* Hamlin
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“To see Damar getting
healthier as time passes
and see where it ended
up, there is always going
to be a strong connection
between these two or-
ganizations, and that's a
good thing.” coach Zac
Taylor.

Now it's a matter of
two teams who bonded
on the field and in the
locker rooms in a time
of crisis by agreeing the
Week 17 game could not
proceed. essentially pick-
ing up where they left off.
Rather than having the
AFC’s top-seed hanging
in the balance as it was
supposed to be on Jan. 2.
the stakes are even high-
er.

“It means there's a
ticket to the AFC champi-
onship on the line. That’s
what this game means.
and 1 don’t think there’s
anything more that needs
to be said about that”
Bengais center Ted Kar-
ras said. “It was shocking
circumstances that hap-

pened when they were
here. I'm glad everything
worked out great. ... Now
it’s a win or go home sce-
nario.”

[t’s a little more person-
al for the Bills. but center
Mitch Morse believes the
team can move on.

“Exponentially. yeah,
it helps. There’'s a lot
of reprieve from seeing
him and carrying con-
versations.” Morse said
of Hamlin's interactions
with his teammates. *1
think a few guys are still
coming down ecmotion
ally. like catching up on
their rest and stff. For
me, personally. I can only
speak for myself. it’s sub-
sided a bit.”

Bills safety Jordan
Poyer is looking forward
to the chailenge.

“I don’t think it should
be any different than any
other game that we've
been 1n.”7 Poyer said.
“Two reaily good teams
that want to win. It’s the
playoffs. And so we're

expecting a really great
atmosphere, and we're
excited for the opportu-
nity.”

The one issue fac-
ing both teams involves
game-planning, and
whether to go with a sim-
ilar approach as three
weeks ago. The Bills
only had one possession,
which ended with a field
goal. The Bengals, who
led 7-3 on Joe Burrow's
F4-yard touchdown pass
to Tyler Boyd, were on
their second offensive se-
ries and led 7-3 when the
game was called off.

“I think you've got to
be careful about digging
too much, trying to un-
cover this or that, because
we spent a lot of time
prior to our last game,”
Bills defensive coordi-
nator Leslie Frazier said.
“You have to be carful of
over-thinking it. over-an-
alyzing it giving the play-
ers too much, and you
end up not playing your
best football.”

¢ Nadal

Continued from Page B1
produced by his pun

ishing brand of play-each-
point-as-if-it-might-be-
the-last is undeniable. S0.
perhaps. is the psycho

logical toll of the work it
takes to be able to com-
pete at the level to which
he has grown accustomed.

“Sometimes it's frus-
trating. Somctimes it’s
difficult to accept.”™ a
downcast Nadal said.
“Sometimes you feel su-
per tired about all this
stuff, in terms of injuries.”

Over the past 12
months alone, he has
been troubled by dam-
aged rib cartilage ... and
by chronic pain in his left
foot that was dulled via
nerve-numbing injections
during his title run at the
French Open ... and by a
torn abdominal muscle
that forced him to pull out
of Wimbledon.

“It’s a tough moment.
It’s a tough day.” he said.
“l can't say that | am not
destroyed mentally at this
moment. because | would

BELMONT CAREER CENTER
68090 Haramond Rd., $t, Clairsvilie, Ohio
{740) 695-9130

HARRISON CAREER CENTER
82500 Cadiz Jeweti Rd . Cadiz, Ohio
(740) 942-2148

‘Freshman “hands-on”

. days are scheduled
. for Feb. 1-3!

be lying.”

Nadal explained that
his left hip wus so bad
Wednesday, he couldn’t
hit a backhand or run
much at all. He consid-
ered quitting but played
on because he was the
reigning champion.

Nadal also was seeded
No. | at Melbourne Park,
because top-ranked Car-
los Alcaraz is out with a
leg injury. (As an aside:
All of the absences. for
various reasons. are stag-
gering:  Naomi Osaka.
Ash Barty, Simona Haiep.
Venus  Williams.  Nick
Kyrgios.)

Mcbenald. a 27-year-
old American who won
NCAA singles and dou-
bies titles for UCLA in
2016. claimed only four
total games during a loss
to Nadal the other time
they played. nearly 2 1/2
years ago.

McDonald  satd  his
emotions Wednesday af
ter the biggest victory of
his career were “a little
more flat and stale than 1
thought they would be.”

Why! “Because.” Mc-
Donald said. “of the cir-
cumstances.”

This was not a Nadal at
the height of his powers.

He has won two of his
last nine matches, dating
to a fourth-round loss to
Frances Tiafoe at the U.S.
Open in September.

“I definitely thought
it was an opportunity. ...
He seems a step slow,”
McDonald said. “Look,
he’s doing his best. |
mean, he’s a great cham-
pion. He's trying to make
the most of what he can
do. He's (almost) 37 out
here. His body's not what
it used to be, 'm sure. 1
definitely think now is the
best time to be playing
him.”

With so much unknown
right now, Nadal offered
a bit of insight when he
was asked what motivates
him to do what’s required
to keep returning from in-
Jury.

“It's a very simple
thing: I like what I do.
I like playing tennis. [
know 1it’s not forever.

. I like to fight for the
things that 1 have been
fighting for almost half
of my life or even more.”
Nadal said. “When you do
things that you like to do,
at the end of the day, it’s
not a sacrifice. You are
doing the things that you

Horan E am.il
Dentzstry
Dr. Jason B Horan:DMD

want to do.”

Denﬂstry with Famt[y in Mind
}[omnfamz[yi)ennstry com

740-695-4504 |
250 W. Main St Ste B
St Clairsville OH 43950
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coach Bob Huggins for defensive lapses and four turn-
overs. After returning, Stevenson fed Bell for a dunk,
then grabbed a defensive rebound that Joe Toussaint
turned into a layup for a 68-60 lead with 3:07 left.

West Virginia started with one of its best efforts all
season, making 9 of its first 14 shots and racing to a
28-12 lead. The Mountaineers, guilty too often this
season of one-pass possessions, made crisp passes on
offense and clogged the paint on defense. while TCU
was unable to get its transition offense on track until
it was too late.

TCU trailed 39-24 at halftime, its lowest first-half
scoring output of the season.

BIG PICTURE

TCU: The Horned Frogs fell to 0-11 ali-time in
Morgantown.

West Virginia: The Mountaineers played like they
were fed up with their losing streak, outrebounding
TCU 31-18. After shooting 61% from the free-throw
line over their last five games, West Virginia went 20
of 26 {77%) on Wednesday.

UP NEXT

TCU plays at No. 2 Kansas on Saturday.

West Virginia hosts No. 7 Texas on Saturday.

* OSU

Continued from Page B1

the game 18-for-18 from the free-throw line this
season for Ohio State, missed both technical free
throws.

Nebraska has played the nation’s toughest schedule
according to the NCAA’s NET rankings and 10 of
its 19 games this season have been against Quad 1
Opponents.

UP NEXT

Ohio State returns home to play lowa on Saturday

Nebraska hits the road to take on Penn State on Sat-
urday

e OVAC
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“Losing Jack is a huge blow, but we think we have
a kid in Jerome Maynard who will go out and give it
everything he has.” Wheeling Park head coach Brian
Leggett said. “He has wrestled a lot for us this year, so
he’s capable of stepping in.”

Wheeling Park has nine seeded wrestiers - behind
only Parkersburg South and University who have 12
each - but is the only school to have three top seeds.
They are Noah White (120), defending champion
Bradyn Lucas (144) and Jameson Maynard (165).

“When planning out our schedule and practices
the OVAC Wrestling Tournament is something we
always highlight to make sure we peak and are at
our best,” Leggett noted. “Our (wrestling) room has
looked great the last couple of weeks and our guys
have a lot of energy ready for WesBanco.”

“Noah has grown into 120 from 106 where he had
a very successful season last year. He is transitioning
to the new weight class very well and I look for him
to carry his momentum and have a very successful
OVAC Tournament,” Leggett said of his sophomore
who was third a season ago.”

Lucas, currently 28-4, came out of nowhere as the
fifth seed last year, defeating three of the top four
seeds on his way.

“In last year’s tournament Bradyn came in under
the radar and surprised a lot of people,” Leggett said.
“He didn’t surprise anyone associated with our pro-
gram and this year he has stepped into a leadership
role on the team and is working to win his second
OVACtitle.,”

Maynard has been a pleasant surprise for the Patri-
ots this season.

“Jameson’s wrestling speaks for itself. He wrestles
at an extreme pace that most wrestlers can’t match,”
Leggett said of his 28-3 sophomore. “His attacks and
top wrestling are impressive right now and [ am excit-
ed to watch him compete.”

I[n addition to Lucas. six other wrestlers will be
seeking back-to-back titles. They are Oak Glen’s Lo-
gan Davis (113, won at 106): Barnesville's Dakota
King (132, won at 126); Stcubenviile’s Brody Sac-
coccia (132, won at 120); Indian Creek’s Dom Pater-
ra (157, won at 150): and Harrison Central’s Lucas
Thomas (215, wonat 215).

Doyle announced during Monday night’s pre-tour-
nament press conference, that if King and Saccoccia
advance to the finals, that match would be the fea-
tured - and final - bout of the tournament Saturday
night and the championship finals would begin at
138 and cycle through. If not, then 106 would be the
first bout of the finals.

In addition to Wheeling Park’s tric of No. 1 seeds,
others receiving top billing in their weight classes are
Wellsville's Mason Simms (106): Davis (113): John
Marshall’s Ethan Cook (126): King (132): Barnes-
ville's Skyler King (138). University’s Dakota Hage-
dorn (150); Paterra (157); University's Luca Felix
(175); Parkersburg South’s Robert Shockey (190);
Thomas (2153) and River's Marshall Bier (285).

& a

00 0; Lowa 2, 02 &; Sidwell 2, -3 4; Pasco 0, 000:
Haught 1, 1-1.3; Totals: 10, 10-2032. MONROE CEN-
TRAL (53) - Emery 0, 0-0.0; Henthom 1,12 3; Hiles
1,0:03; Thompson 3, 1-27; English 3, 1-2; Steed 0.
000 King 1, 1-33; Bishop 1. 2-2 4; Hamman 0, 0-0
0; Huntsmas 0, 0-0 0; Bommer 4. 040 10; McGany 3
(-0 6; Swisher 0, 60 O; Powell 0, (-0 0; Bettinger 4,
() 9: Totals: 21,611 53.

Fpont goals: C - Franklin (2). MC - Hiles, En-
gfish, Bommer {21, Betinger.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Bamesville b4, Bellaira 63

BELLAIRE {63} - M. Peftigrew 5. 4-7 14; R, Pet-
beyew 3. 0+ 6: Dowling 5, 2:3 17, D'Aqula 1, 22 4;
Sochor 8,00 13; Littell 4, 15 9; Totals: 24, 918 63.
BARNESVILLE (64) - Cas. Carpenter 5, 1-111; Slan
1,2:54; Castedo 5, 24 14; Cam. Carpenter 1, 00 2;
Wills 5, 2-2 13; Gefinger 5, 35 14; Bizzard 3, 00 6;
Totaks: 25, 10-47 64

paint goals: Be - Dowling {5), Sochor. Ba -
Castello (2), Wills, Gelinger.
Harrison Central 68, Cameron 34

CAMERQN (34) - Marling 5, 004 3; Anget 1, G0
3; Burket 1,58 7; OeBolt 3, 0-07: Frye 0, 0-0 0; Win-
ters 0, 2-2 2; Seott 0, 0-0 0; Hartley 6, -1 12; Magers
0.0-0 0; Totals: 12, 7-41 34, HARRISON CENTRAL
(68) - Jurosko 1, 0-0 2 dones 0, 0-2 0; Madzia 2, 35
7: Hutton 2, €0 5; Cassidy 8, 00 19; Elfiott 0, 0-0.0;
Quio 7, 00 14; N, Fluhart 3, ¢-0 6; Vermilon 3, 1-2
7, Tanner 0, 00 0; Ody 1, 00 2: Arbaugh 3, 00 6.
Tolals: 30, 4-1663.

Jpoint goait; C - Marling, Angel, DBk HC
- Hution, Cassidy (3).

Area Sports Brief

St C. Area Soccer Association Slates Spring

Ups
All Belmonl county or Ofo Valley youlh wik
birth years in 2008 through 2019 can Sign wp on ine
at hitpsiisiclairsvillesoccer. demosphere-secure,
CoM/_reqisiation
Kiddie dck, for children boen in 2018, wil contin-
ue thus season and Eighth graders who have fumed
15 will be peremitted to play

Those having difkculty shoukd contact the Reg-
istiar Knstina Scoll afier 5 p m. at 740-381-4202 ot
email krisinakd202@gmailoom . Reqistrabions val
close March 12 a1 midnte. This wilDe a hard closing.

Travel Teams will be formed wilh the U0taU15
age-groups. Tears wil piay other recsealion teams in
the Ohig Valley with the older teams playing within lhe
region. The iddie Kick and Pre-Travel U6 and U-8
wil ot travel outside of 81, Clairsvile. Travel Team
play will begin after Aprl 11, Kiddie Kick Apsil 15,
Pre Travel begins Apal 17 for US and Aprl 18 fos U8,
Parents are encouraged t joi the St. Clairsville Arez
Youlh Soccer Association 1o suppor the piogram.
For more informaticn, contact Dave Hafin 6954207
or Rick Ferrell 695-1995,

Sports on TV

Thursday, Janvary
COL!.EGYE BASKETBALL {MEN'S)
6:30 pm.

FSI - Rutgers al Michigan SI.

Sign

CBSSN = UNC-Wilmington ai Hofstra
ESPN — Michigan at Maryland

ESPN2 — Purcue at Minnesola

ESPNU — Wichita 81, al Memphis
80pm

FS1 — Indiana at linois

Jpan.

CBSSN — W, Kentucky at Lovisiana Tech
ESPNU — Washington at Colorado
PAC-12N — Southem Cal al Anzona
10:3¢ p.m.

FS1 — UCLA &t Anzona SL

11 pa.

CBSSN — BYL) al Santa Clara

ESPNU ~ Sainl Mary's {Cal) 2| Pepperting
PAC-12N — Cregon St. al Staniord
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN'S)

Spm.
ESPNU - SL. Francis (NY) ai Fairleigh Oickinson
[}

pm.
ACCN — Miami at NC State
6:30p.m.

BTN - Northwestern at Ohio SI.

7pm

SECM — South Carobna at Yanderbil
Bpm.

ACCN Duke at North Carodina
830 pm.

BTN — Michigan at Rutgers

apm.

SECN — Arkansas atLSU

GOLF

12p.m

GOLF LPGA Tour; The Hilon Grang Vaca-
lions Tournamenl Of Champions. First Round., Lave
Nona Golf Courge, Orlande, Fla.

Jom.

GOLF — PGA Tour The Amercan Express,
First Aoung, PGA WEST Prvate Clubhouse, La
Quinta, Ca,

Tpm,

GOLF - PGA Tour Champions: The Mitsubi-
shi Electne Championship at Hualalal, First Round,
Hualalai GC, Kaupulehe. Hawai

230 am. (Frday)

GOLF — DP World Tous; The Abu Dhabi HSBC
Championship, Sacond Round. Yas Links, Abu Dhabi,
Unied Arab Emirates

NBA BASKETBALL

Jpm.

NBATY - Chicago vs. Delrail, Pans
730pm.

TNT ~ Gelcer State al Boston
i0pm.

TNT — Brooklyn al Phognix

NHL HOCKEY

Spm.

ESPN Tampa Bay at Edmonion
TENNIS

Zpm.
ESPN2 — ATPMTA: The Australian Cpen, Sec-
ong Round, Meloume, Australia (Taped)

9pm,

ESPN2 — ATPMWTA: The Australian Cpen, Third
Rouna, Melboume: Austraia

WINTER WCRLD UNIVERSITY GAMES

10anm.

ESPNU — FISU Word University Games. Speed
Skaling - 500m WomenMen Mived Team Relay {Fi-
nall, Lake Placid, N.Y.

2pm.

ESPNU FISU World University Games: Cutl-
ing Semilinals Women Lake Placid NY -

E
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ortion of the cover for the 68th annu-

This is a
al OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament that
begins tonight at 6 inside WesBanco Arena. The
tournament is being dedicated to its namesake
who passed away over the summer.

OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament
Starts 3-Day Stay At WesBanco Arena

Olympic-Style Opening Ceremonies Begin at 6 p.m., Wrestling at 6:30

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING - The seeds have been announced and
the brackets have been set. The eight mats and scorer’s
tables were put in place Wednesday afternoon inside
WesBanco Arena. Now, all that is needed is wrestlers.

That will happen tonight at 6 when the 69th annual
OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Championships begins
its three-day stay inside the renovated downtown ven-
ue. With no late scratches, a total of 452 wrestlers are
set to compete for 14 individual champions, as well
as an overall team champion and four class (5A, 4A,
3A, 1A/2A) champions.

“I think this is another wide-open year, as far as the
team race goes,” said Tournament Director Dr. Dan

Doyle, who will be stepping aside after 15 years in
that role. “Wheeling Park, University, Parkersburg
South and Barnesville all have solid teams. It's any-
body’s tournament to win.”

However, two of the aforementioned teams - de-
fending overall and Class 5A titlist Wheeling Park
and Parkersburg South - each have standout sidelined
due to sickness and injury. The Ohio County Patriots
have lost sophomore Jack Lowe {132). who placed
third last year and was a W.Va. state runner up, to
mononucleosis. while the Wood County Patriots na-
tionally ranked and defending champion Gage Wright
(175) suffered a foot injury.

Piease see OVAC, Pape [0}

Balanced Scoring Sparks
Wheellng entral Vlctory

Starters Net 33 Points, |
Bench Adds 26 In Wln
Over Magnolia, 59-41

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

WHEELING It’s always nice
when a basketball team gets balanced
scoring. That’s what Wheeling Cen-
tral received Wednesday night, but it
wasn't the balance with the starting
five, it was the balance between that
group and three players off the bench.

The state-ranked Maroon Knights
(12-1) got 33 points from its starters
while the bench added 26 in a 59-
41 girls’ basketball win over visiting
Magnolia (7-8) on Coach Skip Prosser
Court inside the Maroon Knight Ath-
letic Complex in East Wheeling.

Role players Addie Payton, Ha- i,
ley Severns and Hailey Downer - all [&¢
promising freshmen played key W
parts in the victory over the Region I | 5=
foe. Payton drained four bonus goals [= =%
on as many tries for 12 points, while |
Severns and Downer each had seven | 2
points. Severns also grabbed half-a- |'&
dozen rebounds. Payton and Downer ju
had two each.

Wheeling Central s Addie Payton (11) guards Magnolia’s Lauren Gais-
er Wednesday night on Coach Skip

Please see BALANCED, Page 10

Nadal Knocked Out
Of Australian Open

Loses In Straight Sets To American

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — Rafael Nadal
bowed his head during changeovers and rested his
elbows on his knees, the very picture of resignation.

What already was a poor start to 2023, following a
year marred by all manner of health issues, reached a
low point at the Australian Open on Wednesday.

The defending champion and No. 1 seed at Mel-
bourne Park, Nadal injured his left hip and lost to
Mackenzie McDonald 6-4, 6-4, 7-5 in the second
round, abruptly ending his bid for a record-extending
23rd Grand Slam trophy.

“It’s a tough moment. It’s a tough day,” said Nad-
al, a 36-year-old Spaniard. “I can’t say that I am not
destroyed mentally at this moment, because I would
be lying.”

He pulied up awkwardly at the end of a point late Rafael Nadal of Spain waves as he leaves Rod Laver
in the second set against the 65th-ranked McDonald. Arena following his second round loss to Mackenzie Mc-
Donald of the U.S. at the Australian Open tennis champi-

Pieuse see NADAL, Page 10
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Photo
West Virginia guard Josiah Davis,
left, and forward Jimmy Bell Jr.,

i n% ht, celebrate after a score agamst

U during the first half of a game

‘ Wednesday, in Morgantown.

Fhiofo By Kim O'TT

rosser Court in East Wheeling.

WVU Records

Initial Big 12

&
§

b

|

onship in Melbourne, Australia, Wednesday.

- Win Over TCU

By BOB HERTZEL
| WV News
_ MORGANTOWN -- It was just like
| the old days. the Coliseum was rocking
| and rolling, the student section alive,
taunting the opposition, which on this
night was TCU which was mugged
badly by West Virginia.

The five-game losing streak they
were riding seemed to be history as just
two ticks under 12 minutes remained

| when big Jimmy Bell brought yet an-

| other roar from the crowd with a thun-

! dering dunk to make it 54-37. That,
for those who have left their abacus at
home, is a 17-point lead.

But in college basketball in general
and in the Big 12 in particular, no lead
is safe. especially if you are on a five-
game losing streak and playing a team
that has never won on your home court
in 10 tries.

You just knew something was go-
| ing to happen and it did as the Horned
| Frogs put themselves together, made a

run that cut the lead to two points with

AP Photo

still 5:14 to go.

! Please see WVYU, Page 10



1 wds I LIe JOUKED L1, vie-
Donald said about the aftermath of
the match, “and I was like. “‘Hey,
that’s actually really big for me, be-
cause | haven't beaten someone of
that caliber.”™

This is Nadal's earliest exit at
any Grand Slam tournament since
bowing out in the first round in
Melbourne in 2016 against No. 45
Fernando Verdasco. That also made
Verdasco the lowest-ranked player to

1 RIUW @& [UL UL PCUHIE WELT WAUN-
ing forward to that matchup.” said
Gauff. an 18-year-old American.
“I'm glad we got the prime spot. |
hope we delivered.”

Seeded men who won included
No. 3 Stefanos Tsitsipas, No. 6 Felix
Auger-Aliassime. No. 7 Daniil Med-
vedev — the runner-up to Nadal last
year and to Novak Djokovic in 2021
— No. 15 Jannik Sinner and No. 16
Frances Ttafoe.

INdUad)l > CALtL ulauey uIc wwuatkla-
ment of yet more star power. In ad-
dition to his absence and Alcaraz’s,
2022 Wimbledon runner-up Nick
Kyrgios pulled out because his left
knee needs arthroscopic surgery,
four-time Grand Slam champion
Naomi Osaka is off the tour while
she is pregnant, two-time major
champ Simona Halep is serving a
provisional doping ban and Venus
Williams is hurt.

BENGALS
(Continued from Page 9)

“We got to find a way to get it done.” he said. “So
that's the nice part of it. It’s win or go home, so the
kid gloves are off to some degree. Those guys got to
come to play.”

To better protect Burrow, the Bengals committed $74
million to sign Collins. Cappa and center Ted Karras.

Karras and left guard Cordell Volson — a rookie
from North Dakota State who won the job in training
camp — have stayed heaithy.

At least Cincinnati’s offensive line won't have
to contend with Von Miller. who was Buffalo’s top
pass-rusher before being sidelined with a season-end-

ing knee injury in November.

Burrow doesn’t seem worried. But the third-year
quarterback never seems worried about much.

“All the guys that are playing have played a lot of
footbali for us,” Burrow said. “I think that’s why guys
are able to step in and make the plays they do, because
everyone has trust in everybody in that locker room to
put in the work to get their job done. And so whenever
one guy goes down. you throw another guy in. Now
the expectation is, there’s not going to be a drop-off
and there really hasn’t been at ali this year — for any
position.”

BELL
{Continued from Page 9)

and hit 5 of 8 ficid goals to go
with 5 of 6 free throws -- you read
that right -- for 15 points.

That's a double-double and it
was his physical nature that turned
the game into a street fight.

“Certainly they are the most
physical team we have played this
year.,” TCU Coach Jamie Dixon
said.

“They won that battle, so con-
gratulations to them.”

The difference was found on the
boards, where WVU grabbed off
31 rebounds, 14 of them offen-
sive while holding TCU to 18 re-
bounds. only 4 offensive. That led
to WVU winning the battle of sec-
ond-chance points 14-3, enough to
take the game.

As tough as Bell was physically.
he has to do something about his
pregame meal.

In the first half, after onc of the

many scrums. Bell came up and
wiped his mouth and headed to the
locker room where he spent some
time and changed his jersey.

It was assumed he'd taken an el-
bow to the mouth.

1 couldn’t teil. you what hap-
pened.” he said after the game. “I
was walking down the court and |
had some salmon before the game
and it came up a little bit.”

WVU basketball coach Bob
Huggins was in Charleston on
Tuesday to receive an honor from
Gov. Jim Justice for his induction
into the Naismith Memorial Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame.

Wednesday afternoon, the gov-
crnor suffered Covid-19 symp-
toms. was tested and the test came
back positive. While the symptoms
were mild, Gov. Justice is isolating
himself at home.

Huggins, however. decided to

coach the game against Wednesday
night in the Coliseum against TCU.

According to a team spokesman,
the coach spent only about five
minutes in close proximity to the
governor during the ceremony and
15 fully inoculated.

People across the country are
surprised that Brock Purdy, Mr.
Irrelevant from the NFL draft, has
become a key factor in the NFL
playoffs as San Francisco’s quar-
terback.

No one at WVU is surprised.

Purdy quarterbacked lowa State
to three victories over the Moun-
taineers in four years, scoring 30
or more points in all four games.

In the four games he completed
73 of 105 passes, 69.5%, for 915
yards and 8 TDs and only two in-
terceptions while also rushing for
106 vards on 33 carries with two
more TDs.

Playcu lGCany  woll ad a
team. These girls really
like each other and they
don’t care who scores as
long as we win.

“Severns hit the boards
really hard tonight.” the
coach continued. “She
has a nose for the bail and
will go and get it.

“Even when we're
tired, and 1 thought we
looked tired tonight, we
seem to find a way to
win.”

The victory was the
12th straight for Wheel-
ing Central after a sea-
son-opening loss to Class
AAAA Washington. The
Maroon Knights checked
in a solid No. 2 in the
OVAC Class AA stand-
ings behind once-beaten
River and fifth in the lat-
est W.Va. Class AA poll
released on Monday.

The Blue Eagles came
in with a good defensive
game pian, but a couple
of lapses at the end of
the second quarter and
early in the third quarter
allowed the hosts to pull

away,
“You don’t see many
girls basketball teams
that make 15 or 17

three-pointers a game, so
our game plan was to try
and control that, and for
the most part we did,”
Magnolia head coach Ka-
sey Sapp said. “But when

AVAQULAAUIL  ARLLEIILD wllsawss

the half on a 5-0 run for
a 29-18 advantage. Then.
ahead 37-27 late in the
third, Payton fueled a 9-0
spurt with a triple and
Wilkinson followed with
a conventional three and
the lead was suddenly,
46-27.

Keiera Wilkinson led
Wheeling Central with a
game-high 17 points de-
spite being saddled with
early foul troubles.

“We have the inside
game when we don't
shoot well from the out-
side, and ['m not sure that
we shot a lot of three’s
tonight,” Olejasz noted.
“Qur game plan was to
jam it in the post because
we knew we had a mis-
match in there,

“Then when they
(Magnolia) sagged back
in. we tried to feature our
hidden-gem shooter in
Addie,” Olejasz noted,
“She responded. We fi-
nally got her to take the
open shots.”

The Blue Eagles™ Jenna
Blain scored ! 1 points, all
coming in the first haif.
She also pulled down a
team-best nine rebounds.

Magnolia charted 26
turnovers to just 10 for
Wheeling Central.

The Maroon Knights
travel to Frontier on Sat-
urday.

HARRISON

{Continued from Page 9)
“Losing Jack is a huge blow, but we think we have

wWvu

{Continued from Page 9)

Would this be anoth-
er disappointment? Not
this time, Huggins called
a time out. the team re-
grouped and the Moun-
taineers hung on for a 74-

65 victory.
What happens in the
college game  where

leads just seem to melt
away like a popsicle on a
90-degree summer day?

“If i knew the answer to
that 1 could write a book
and sell it to every coach
in America.” Coach Bob
Huggins said. I think
they came out with an
edge because we pretty
much manhandled them
in the first half. We didn’t
come out with the same
kind of edge and got a lit-
tle careless with the ball
I don’t know how many
times.

“We talked in the hud-
die throughout about how
we were going to get back
in this game. chip away.
and that’s what we did,”
TCU coach Jamie Dixon
said. “We got to two and
didn’t finish it off.”

So how did WVU right
the ship?

That came in the tim-
eout that Hugeins called
when the lead slipped
down (o two points.

“Stay disciplined.
That's what it was with
that timeout there.” guard
Joe Toussaint said. “Bas-
ketball is a game of runs.
We knew TClJ was on
their run. That's a tough
tean. They're not going
to back down. We made
our run after that.”

Had they not this would
have been the most crush-
ing defeat of the season,
one from which they
probably couldn’t recov-
er.

But throughout Bell
had given the Moun-

taineer a physical pres-
ence that TCU couldn’t
match, putling together
a double-double that in-
cluded 13 points and 12
rebounds.

And WVU had great
success  double-teaming
ball screens and cutting
TCU's wonderful tran-

AMERICAN LEGION POST 1

POST OFFICE BOX 747, WHEELING, WV 26003
{OLDEST POST IN THE USA)

304-830-5987

Event Center » 304-242-0325

sition game, the nation’s
best, down a walk. The
box score said that they
didn't have any transi-
tion points in the first and
while they got cranked
up in the second as they
chipped away behind
85% shooting through the
first 15 minutes, WVU
re-found the touch down
the stretch.

Beli was a big part of
that. but so was point
guard Keddy Johnson,
who was immaculate in
scoring a WVU game-
high 20 points, one less
than his cousin, Mike
Miles Jr.. who had 21 for
TCU.

“We talked yesterday,”
Johnson reported, “but
not today. After the game
it was all love, though.”

Key in shaking off the
TCU challenge was Joe
Toussaint, who came off
the bench to light a late
fire. While he made only
3 of 12 shots and finished
with seven points. they all
came at just the right mo-
ment to engage the Moun-

; 3 ™y A -
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taineer clutch for the last
five minutes.

And he added three
important assists, which
kept the goblins from eat-
ing the team vp.

It’s hard to find answers
when a team is coming at
you, scoring when your
balls are rimming in and
out of the basket. getting
calls they didn’t get ear-
lier in the game. It can
work on the psyche of
an entire team., especial-
ly one already in a losing
streak.

“They were good in the
huddle,” Huggins said of
his players. “They were
probably better than 1
was. Keddy has been
great. He is. without ques-
tion, our leader.

“He's the guy that re-
ally runs the show. Joe
was good, 1 thought our
bench was good. I think
it was those guys, and the
other guys get on board
when they see those guys
are still enthusiastic and
talking about winning the
game.”

Mania

£ °' ﬂ.S}igarmee%f@bio | March 4

- Motor coach to Berlin, OH.
Timd¢ for shopping befote dinner and
_ evening performance of ABBA Manma

féatiring all of ABBAS hits
you know and love.
$189 per person

a kid in Jerome Maynard who will go out and give it
everything he has.” Wheeling Park head coach Brian
Leggett said. “He has wrestled a lot for us this year,
so he’s capable of stepping in.”

Wheeling Park has nine seeded wrestlers - behind
only Parkersburg South and University who have 12
each - but is the only school to have three top seeds.
They are Noah White (120), defending champion
Bradyn Lucas (144} and Jameson Maynard (165).

“When planning out our schedule and practices
the OVAC Wrestling Tournament is something we
always highlight to make sure we peak and are at
our best,” Leggett noted. *Qur (wrestling) room has
looked great the last couple of weeks and our guys
have a {ot of energy ready for WesBanco.”

“Noah has grown into 120 from 106 where he had
a very successful season last year. He is transitioning
to the new weight class very well and I look for him
to carry his momentum and have a very successful
OVAC Tournament,” Leggett said of his sophomore
who was third a season ago.”

Lucas, currently 28-4, came out of nowhere as the
fifth seed last year, defeating three of the top four
seeds on his way.

“In last year’s tournament Bradyn came in under
the radar and surprised a lot of people.” Leggett said.
“He didn’t surprise anyone associated with our pro
gram and this year he has stepped into a leadership
role on the team and is working to win his second
OVACiitle.”

Maynard has been a pleasant surprise for the Patri-
ots this season.

“Jameson’s wrestling speaks for itself. He wrestles
at an extreme pace that most wrestlers can’t match,”
Leggett said of his 28-3 sophomore. “His attacks and
top wrestling are impressive right now and I am excit-
ed to watch him compete.”

In addition to Lucas, six other wrestlers will be
seeking back-to-back titles. They are Oak Glen's Lo-
gan Davis (113, won at 106); Barnesville’s Dakota
King (132, won at 126); Steubenville's Brody Sac-
coccia (132, won at 120); Indian Creek’s Dom Pater-
ra (157, won at 150); and Harrison Central’s Lucas
Thomas (215, won at 215).

Doyle announced during Monday night’s pre-tour
nament press conference, that if King and Saccoccia
advance to the finals, that match would be the fea-
tured - and final - bout of the tournament Saturday
night and the championship finals would begin at
138 and cycle through. If not. then 106 would be the
first bout of the finals.

In addition to Wheeling Park’s trio of No. | seeds.
others receiving top billing in their weight classes are
Wellsville’s Mason Simms (106): Davis {113): John
Marshall’s Ethan Cook (126): King {132): Barnes-
ville's Skyler King (138). University's Dakota Hage-
dorn (150Q); Paterra (157); University’s Luca Felix
(175); Parkersburg South’s Robert Shockey (190):
Thomas (2 15) and River’s Marshall Bier (285).
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Barnesville looks to contend for overall
title with strength in middle weights

Barnesville 2 PICTURED ARE three of
Beallsville 3 the area’s top wrestlers.
Bellaire 3 Top is St Clairsville’s
Bridgeport 5 Zachary McKeever. Bot-
Buckeye Local 6 tom left is Bridgeport's
Harrison Central 13 Peyton Pyle and bottomn
Linsly 9 right is Martins Ferry’s
Martins Ferry 10 Dylan Ward, who is hav-
Monroe Central 9 |ng his arm raised by Tom
River 13 Regis. The OVAC Tourna-
St. Clairsville 15 ment opens on Thursday
Shadyside 14 at WesBanco Arena in
Union Local 1 Wheeling.

www. BHCCenters com

|BELMONT CAREER CENTER  HARRISON CAREER CENTER|

82500 Cadiz Jewett Rd.,
Cadiz, Ohio

(740) 942-2148

68090 Hammond Rd.,
St. Clairsville, Ohio

{740) 695-9130

By KIM NORTH

For The Times Leader

Barnesville is no stranger to
OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling
Championships. The Shamrocks
have a dozen team trophies in their
showcase for proof, including the
last three Class 3A team titles.

With a champion, runner up
and third-place finisher last win-
ter, the Green Machine roiled
to the crown with 118.5 points,
which was 21.5 better than Mar-
tins Ferry. And all three return as
the 2023 tournament kicks off
Thursday night inside downtown
Wheeling’s WesBanco Arena.

However. Barnesville compet-
ed last year without Reese Ste-
phen after weight issues forced
the top seeded sophomore at 132
to drop out. He is back this season
which makes the Shamrocks even
stronger in the middleweights.

“This is a great team. They are
talented. but more importantly,
they work hard and have very
high goals,” veteran head coach
Jayson Stephen said. “They have
accomplished a lot in the last two

T-L Phote/SETH STASKEY
BARNESVILLE’'S JOHNATHAN
Huntsman will be one to keep an
eye on this weekend in the 69th
annual OVAC Ron Mauck Tourna-
ment at WesBanco Arena.

seasons and are tryving to make this
season even better.

“The OVAC Tournament is a
great tournament to be involved in
and this team is always looking to
not just win a (Class) 3A title, but

an overall title.”

Leading the charge is junior
Dakota King (132). The defend-
ing 126-pound titlist is currently
18-4 and ranked No. 1 in Ohio
Division iII by Borofan. He was
third at 126 last year in the state
and sixth at 113 the year before.
He has more than 100 career wins.

“Dakota is a very hard and
physical worker in the wrestling
room,” Coach Stephen said. “He is
focused and wrestling better every
week to be the best.”

King recorded a technical fall
over Steubenville’s Cal Beadling
in last year’s 126-pound finals.

Classmate Skyler King (138)
was a runner up last winter, drop-
ping a 12-7 verdict to Wheeling
Park’s Bradyn Lucas at 138. He
finished sixth in the state last year
and currently ranked third in Divi-
sion IIT with a | 4-4 mark.

“8kyler is a hard worker and a
great wrestler.” Coach Stephen
noted. “He gives everything he
has and leaves it all on the mat. He
is able to adjust to any situation.™

Sophomore Ayden King (157)

See, ROCKS, Page 3
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OVAC WRESTLING
Beallsville will enter two at OVAC - Rocks

By TRACY WATSON
For The Times Leader

BEALLSVILLE -
Coach Ernie VanDyne's
wrestling programs have
struggled greatly with
numbers over the last
five years with just one
dual meet victory to the
Blue Devils™ credit.

Unfortunately, one
of the biggest reasons
for that is the number of
participants on the roster.
And the 2022-23 cam-

paign is no different.

Beallsville will enter
the OVAC Tournament
with just two active
wrestlers. one of them
just recently returning
from a concussion. The
Devils lost their best
wrestler in early January
due to grades. He had
compited a 12-3 record
up to that point.

Leading the way will
be 150-pound senior
Kasen Kinsey, who is

Vasey takes over

By BUBBA KAPRAL

For the Times Leader

BELLAIRE - Young,

but trending upward.

The tradition-rich
Bellaire High wrestling
program is under new
leadership.

Eric Vasey is the new
head mat coach at his
alma mater. Vasey re-
places Mike Rose Jr. in

that capacity.

Vasey takes over

a program steeped in
youth. The eight-grap-
pier roster boasts all
frosh and sophomores.
saVe ONne Junior.

The 1998 Bellaire
High grad comes well-
schooled for his latest
coaching task. He served
as Rose’s top assistant
the last two winters. Pri-
or to that. Vasey guided
the junior high as well as
youth mat programs.

“We have a relative-
ly young and inexperi-
enced squad. We return
only two wrestlers from
last year.” Vasey said.
“We are way off from
competing for any team
tittes this year. But this
group works hard in the
practice room and it is
starting to show a bit on

Proud to serve the Chio Valiey commumty

-': ' Crie

1804 Warwood Ave,
wheeling, WY 26003
A Insurance @og 277-3239

for over 20 years

At Bernie Glenn Insurance & Financial
Services, we specidlize in Home Insurance,
Auto Insurance., Life insurance
and Business Insurance,

back from concussion.
The other wrestler is ju-
nior Conner Hagan at
190.

“Kasen is a good
wrestler who hasn’t had
the opportunity to show
just how good he is.”
VanDyne said. “He real-
ly has some tournament
potential.”

Even with the limited
number of participants
he has been saddlied with
VanDyne remains ex-

cited about the huge up-
coming tournament.

"As a kid, if you can’t
get excited about wres-
tling in this tournament
you aren’t going to get
excited about anything.”
VanDyne commented.
“For 90% of these kids
this is the biggest tourna-
ment they will ever wres-
tle in.

*This is just an excep-
tional event.”

Bellaire program

the mat.
“They have continued
to improve overall as a
team in each tournament
and experienced some
individual success,” he
continued. “Any taste of
success can lead to a big-
ger drive to succeed and
1 see quality in a number
of our wrestlers.”
Bellaire boasts a ris-
ing sophomore in the

113-pound class. Grant
Vasey is a returning dis-
trict qualifier. He has
scripted a 10-3 mark thus
far with some impressive
tournament performanc-
es. The talented young-
ster was the champion
in the Rick Link Union
Local Invitational while
taking fourth in the pow-
er-laden Whitesides St.
Clairsville Invitational.
See, BELLAIRE, Page 4
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Continued from Page 2

is the third returner
for the Shamrocks. He
placed third at 145 last
year, losing to Univer-
sity’s nationally ranked
Luca Felix in the semis
before earning a 3-1 nod
over Indian Creek’s C.J.
Spencer in the consola-
tion finals. Spencer was
a D-II state placer while
King went 1-2 at the
state tournament.

He is currently 19-5
and ranked fifth in Chio.

Reese Stephen (150} is
back and ready to go this
season. He is 14-2 and
ranked fourth in Ohio.
He placed fifth at 106 as
a freshman.

“Reese is a hard-work-
ing wrestler. He is very
smooth and quick with
his skills on the mat,” his
coach/father said. “He
has an unbreakable mind-
set and will do whatever
it takes to accomplish his

goals.”

Junior Johnathan
Huntsman (106) won
a couple tournament

matches last season and
appeared headed for a
state tournament berth
until an ankle injury side-
lined his bid in the dis-
trict tournament.

He is currently 18-4
and ranked No. 11 in
Ohio.

Senior Logan Tague
(144) is another wrestler
who has a chance to make
the podium. He is cur-
rently 19-4. He is a two-
time state qualifier and
lost in the blood round at
last year's OVAC Tour-
nament,

Rounding out the ros-
ter are sophomore Con-
ner Wilson (113. 9-8):
freshman Jace Winland
(120. 5-14); sophomore
Aydan Andrews (126.
5-10); junior Karson
Milhoan (165. 13-7); se-
nior Robby Nixon (175,
15-7); sophomore Mar-
shall Meade (190, 11-
10); freshman Montgom-
ery Evans (215, 5-9)
and sophomore Blake
Kirk (285. 6-14).
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Gabe Chaplin is
a  promising  fresh-
man, competing in the
120-pound class. Chap-
lin has won eight of 13
decisions, taking home
third place at the Rick
Link event and fourth in
the St. Clairsville invite.

Another frosh is show-
ing improvement in the
132-pound class. Alex
Ney has carved out a 5-5
record this far.

Sophomore  Roddee

www.BHCCenters.com
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_ - have split duty at 157
RS TR ¥ BE#REF | pounds thus far. They are

: oo o b frosh Noah Pramik and
Jake Steiner.

Rounding out the Bei-
laire lineup is junior Tra-
vis Swallie at 165.

“Realistically, 1 can
see three or four wres-
tling on Saturday of the
OVAC Tournament.
Grant and Gabe are ready
to take the next step,” Va-
sey said. “Both have had
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to their ability, I look for
them to do well.
“Alex and Graham are
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they could have a chance
to stand on the podium as
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Brldgeport Iooks to compete well with six entrants

By KIM NORTH
For The Times Leader

BRIDGEPORT - His
team may be small in
numbers. but Bridgeport

wrestling coach  Matt
McFarland is hoping his
Bulldogs can make some
noise at the upcom-
ing OVAC Ron Mauck
Wrestling  Champion-
ships.

The three-day event
gets under way Thursday
at 6:30 p.m. with Olym-
pic-style opening cere-
monies and the parade of
wrestlers onto the eight
mats inside downtown
Wheeling’'s  WesBanco
Arena.

The championship fi-
nals are set for Saturday
afternoon.

Bridgeport will have
half-a-dozen individuals
entered. with a pair look-
ing to return to the podi-
um for a second consec-
utive year.

Seniors Peyton Pyle

OVAC Schedule

THURSDAY, 6 p.m.
Opening Ceremonies
Preliminary and first-

round matches, 6:30
FRIDAY, noon
Second round champi-
onship matches, as well as
first- and second-round con-
solation bouts
FRIDAY, 6 p.m.
Quarterfinal  champion-
ship matches, as well as
third- and fourth-round con-
solation bouts

SATURDAY., Il am.

Championship  semifi-
nals and fifth- and semitinal
rounds of consolations.
SATURDAY, 3:30 p.m.
Intreduction and special
awards ceremony

SATURDAY.d p.m.

Champtonship finals,
third-. fifth- sev-
enth-place bouts

and

the podium. He start-
ed off the season pretty
strong. hit a few bumps
in the road over the
break, but with a clear
mind he is one that 1
can count on to make a
statement at this year’s
tournament,” McFarland
satd.

Pyle is currently 15-7.

“Mason seems to be
picking it up at the right
time of the year to make
another run for the podi-
um.” McFarland noted.

“Coming off a strong
tournament  finish at
West  Muskingum 18
what he needed going
into the tournament.”

See, DOGS, Page 6
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BRIDGEPORT'S PEYTON Pyle has been one of the keys to the Bulldogs suc-
cess this season. He placed seventh last season in the OVAC Tournament.

(157) and Mason Ab-
erts (138) placed at last
year’s tournament. Pyle
was seventh at 145 and
Aberts eighth at 132.

Pyle will compete at 143
this season, with Aberts
at the same weight.
McFarland is happy
with the way both have

performed so far this
S€ason.

“Peyton is looking to
make his way back onto

www.BHCCenters.com
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Nestor has Buckeye Local on the rise

By MIKE HUGHES

For the Times Leader

CONNORVILLE
- Head coach Guy
Nestor’s Buckeye Local
Panthers are up-and-
coming, but the youth
movement  throughout
the team’s roster means
that setbacks also come
with the successes.

But the team may
be again repeating its
path from a season ago
when it started wrestling
it's best as the calen-
dar reached the OVAC
Tourmament and beyond.

“We have six district
qualifiers back from last
season and (last year)
things really started to
take an upward trend at
the OVAC and go from

there and we’re hoping
to repeat that” Nestor
said.

Last weekend, the
Panthers finished sixth
at the Tornado Classic
at  West Muskingum,
finishing with two run-
ner-ups and a top-placer
at 113 in Aiden Dentz.

Prior to that, the Pan-
thers finished third as a
teamn at the Logan Wres-
tling Invite back in early
December, competing
against a solid lineup of
teams.

“I wouldn’t say we’ve
been up and down, but
we’ve competed well in
waves,” Nestor admit-
ted. “There’s times we
looked good, like when
we beat Harrison, and
went down to Logan and

finished third as a team.
“We were first head-
ing into the finals and
kind of fell apart a bit.”
“The Park Duals were
a bit of an eye opener.”
Facing a number of
much larger schools,
Buckeye fell in dual ac-
tion to teams like Wheel-
ing Park, University, and
Hurricane while beating
Preston, and Buckhan-
non Upshur,
“University, by far
to me, is the most tech-
nically sound team and
they will do some work
on people in this tour-
nament,” Nestor said.
“They looked really
good.”
“Truthfully, we are
still in transition, but
these next two years,

we’re on the climb up.”

The Panthers’ roster
is some 15 wrestlers
strong.

But of that total,
there’s only one se-
nior — Logan Dentz —
along with three juniors.
The remainder is com-
prised of sophomores
and freshmen that, while
talented, still need some
seasoning and forging in
the fires of major tour-
neys like the OVAC.

That being  said,
Nestor still has some ex-
pectations for his youth-
ful squad.

“QOur goal is to have
some placers, and get a
taste of wrestling on Sat-
urday,” Nestor said. “We
have a few guys I expect
to place, or to get close

to it. They’'ve all wres-
tled well this year.”

“We want to get a win
on Thursday, Friday, and
Friday night. and then
head into Saturday and
figure out how high we
can finish.”

Buckeye isn’t enter-
ing a wrestler at 106,
but Aiden Dentz (15-
7) will compete at 113.
Freshman Tristan Palm-
er, younger brother of
graduated state champi-
on Bub Palmer, takes his
16-8 record to the 120
class.

Sophomore Seth
Driscoll (11-12) slides
in at 126, while Logan
Dentz, the team’s elder
statesman. enters the
132 class with his 16-9
record.

THeE TiMES LEADER - Wednesday, January 18, 2023 - 6

Landon Durbin {4-
9) will compete at 138,
and Nestor is still trying
to determine if Gavin
Edgell (6-14) or Dallas
Sprouli (11-13} will rep
the Panthers at 145.

Denvar Nelson (14-
10) comes in at 152,
while Chase McFadden
(15-8) got down to 160
to compete at a lower
weight class.

Rounding out the final
three wrestlers at Mer-
rick Hickman at 195,
either Ayden Luyster or
Bryce Horvath at 215,
and heavyweight Bren-
don Stillion (14-8), who
Nestor believes could
have a solid run once he
starts putting it all to-
gether.

e Dogs

Continued from Page 5
hopeful that sopho-

more Kaleb McCamick

(150) can work his way
onto the podium.

“Kaleb is a whole new
wrestler than who he was

last year.

“He is constant-
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ly working hard in the
room trying to improve,”
McFarland stressed.

“I have no complaints
about him going into this
tournament. He is doing
all he can to prepare him-
self.”

Also competing are
freshman Owenn Clark
(126), sophomore Logan
Baker (215) and fresh-
man Will Hunt (285).

“Owenn is always
looking for ways to im-
prove.

He worked his way
down to 126 after test-
ing out 132 earlier this
season, and we are im-
mediately finding more
success there,” McFar-
land said.

“As he gains more
confidence, he will have
MOre Success.

“Logan is also another
whom things are starting
to click for. He is gaining
more confidence in the

‘tles,

moves that he is looking
for and he is hitting them
more often instead of
waiting around,” McFar-
land acknowledged. “He
placed at our most recent
tournament, beating a
wrestler that got the best
of us twice last year.

“Will is a kid that al-
ways can put a smile on
your face. He is a hard
worker, and is going
to give his best against
anyone that he comes
across.”

Bridgeport has 10
OVAC Toumament ti-
the most recent
coming in 2019 in the
Class A/AA Division.
The Bulldogs also won
the Class 3A title in
1987 and 1988, and
were the overall champs
from 1954-60 when it
was a one-class tourna-
ment.
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Harrison’s Lucas Thomas looking to defend title

By MIKE HUGHES
For The Times Leader

CADIZ - Harrison
Central went into the
holiday break with some
solid performances. but
others that head coach
Bill Bryant Dbelieves
could have gone better.

The Huskies lineup
has talent, make no mis-
take there. It features two
OVAC placewinners
from 2022 in the Thom-

as brothers - Lucas and
Landon.

It was Lucas. then a
sophomore. who de-

feated Wheeling Park’s
top-seeded Erick Broth-
ers Jr. for the 215-pound
championship. via pin-
fall. 5:22 into the match.

Brothers returned the
favor a week later at
the Panther Classic. but
that earlier victory was
the catalyst that sprung
Thomas to placing at the
Ohio state meet.

Younger-brother
Landen won his first two
matches as a sophomore
in the heavyweight di-
vision before falling to
River’s Marshall Bier
via pinfall. He worked
his way through the
bracket before fallmg to
Bier again. this time by
pin in the third-fourth
place match.

A third Huskies wres-
tler was seeded and ex-
pected to perform well,
but a medical issue pre-
vented Hunter Bittinger
from competing. Now
a junior. Bittinger is
amped up for a chance
at competing in the
157-pound field. He’s
17-1 on the season, and
recently won his weight
class at the West Jeffer-
son Invitational. defeat-
ing McClain’s Joshua
Breakfield with a 13-1
tech fall in the finals.

“He's always been

LUCAS THOMAS

hun('ry Bryant said.
~Both he and the Thom-
as brothers have put in
a lot of time to better
themselves. not only In
wrestllng but also in life.
“They are always there
helping out others and
putting in the work in the
weight room. after prac-
tice. comlnu in on {Sun
day).”

Bittinger’s lone loss of
the season came against
Stow’s Blake Kaminski
in the finals of the Wayne
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[nvitational Tournament
(W.T.). The brothers
Thomas also sport near
identical. one-blemish
records — 17-1 and 18-
1. respectively. with
both losses coming in the
finals of W.LT,

While those three fig-
ure to be featured prom

| inently on the podium

come Saturday. they ar-
en’t the only wrestlers
capable of placing for
the Huskies.

“We have several oth-
ers that have the poten-
tial to go down. compete
and make the podium.’
Bryant said. “(Class) 4A
is a meat grinder. That’s
the 51mplest way to say
it. But my goal. as a
coach, is to be in the Top
10 overall when Satur-
day is over.

“There's no guaran-
tee we'll make it there.
but we have enough po-
tential to be in the Top
10 and maybe go from
there. It all comes down
to the draws.”

Three others certainly
have a great shot at mak-
ing some noise through-
out the tournament. In-
cluded in that count 1s
another brother tandem.
along with a surprising
freshman who. while
somewhat unorthodox in
his technique. has been
finding numerous ways
to get “the job down and
stay 1n the positive in the
record column.

Servacio Lopez. one
of only two seniors on
the team. is 11-3 and
will compete at 144. His
younger brother Leland
15 8-3. The sophomore,
late to the game after fi-
nally opting to join the
team while mulling over
focusing on baseball, has
done well at 8-3.

Bryant noted the
younger Lopez has a lot
of potential and ability.
and was glad he decid
ed to join "the team. The
elder Lopez has fought
through  injury buas
throughout his career,
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but is currently healthy
and the Huskies™ mentor
believes he can certain-
ly earn a place in Satur-
day’s key maiches.

The surprise comes
in the form of 18-4
freshman Andrew Cox.
who’s already making a
name for mmself at 132
pounds. Cox finished

fifth at both the W.LT.
and West Jefferson tour
naments. Might his first
OVAC be his official
coming out party?

“He's been a pleasant
surprise.” Bryant said.

Another who could
fight his way to a spot on
the podium is the team’s

See, HARRISON, Page 6
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2022 OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament Results

Order of Resukts: 7th,5th, 3rd, championship order
Weight: 106
5 Mason Simms (WELL) def 8 Justin Sampson {HC), Fall 1:31
7 Zander Ward (JM) def Jase Mahoney {MF), Fall 2:15
3 Noah White (WP) def 4 Tristen Rossiter (SHEN), Dec 4-2
1 Logan Davis (OG) def 2 Slaton Pettit (CAM), Dec 4-0
Weight: 113
Hayley Snyder (WL} dei 8 Ethan Stimpert (STEUB), Dec §-7
3 Dylan Ward (MF) def 7 Brodi Bowersock (BVL), M-Dec 12-1
1 Adam Carman {WP) def 6 Hayden Lamb (OG) Dec
4 Gannon Kazmirski {STC) def 2 Ethan Gook (JM), Dec 1-0
Weight: 120
12 Xzander Eltringham (BRK def Damon Stansbury (EL), Dec
53
5 Garret Spohn (MORG) def Carter Lucas (WP}, Fall 2.23
4 Carter Pauley (UNIV) def 7 Tyter Sipes {IC), Fall 2:12
3 Brody Saccoceia (STEUB] def 2 Brent Bosley (PS), Dec 7-3
Weight: 126
10 Carter Adking {JM} def Aiden Spahlinger {SL) Forf
4 Ashion Hoge (CAM) def 5 Zach McKeever (STC), Fall 2:02
3 Jack Lowe (WP) def 12 Nathan Perez (DOV), M-Dec 10-0
1 Dakota King (BARN) dei 2 Cal Beadiing (STEUB), T-Fall 19-4
Weight: 132
3 Drake Kanyuch {SHEN) def 8 Mason Aberts (BPT), Dec 3-1
4 Carl Cochran (JM) def 7 Pedro Garcia (DOV), Dec 4-3
5 Jaymin Salsberry (BVL! def 2 Griffen Stephen (BARN), Dec
10-5
 Nate Shelek {W?) def 6 Ryan Martin {PS}, Dec 139
Weight: 138
0 Cole Antill (STEUBY daf 10 Ryan Ward (I}, Dec 20
4 egidio DiFazio (DOV) del 1 Mark Emmerling Jr. {BVL). Dec
51
2 Trent Jones (PS) def 6 Mason Pauley (UNIV), Dec 1-0

94

5 Bradyn Lucas (WP) defv? Skyler Elsng (BARN), Dec 12-7
eight: 1

6 Peyton Pyle (BPT) def Kyle Whesler (PS), Dec 7-1

2 Cody Taggari (WP) def 7 Nathaniel Gibson (UL}, Dec 6-2

4 Ayden King (BARN) def 3 ... Spencer (IC), Dec 3-1

1 Luca Felix {UNIV) def Dorian Jackson (BVL), Dec 10-3
Weight: 152

6 Braxton Dlugopolski (OG) def 11 Mason Orndorif (JM), Dec

8 Savier Faulks (STEUB) det 7 Chance Wooley (SL, Dec 54

5 Jude Childers {PS) def 3 Quinton Velas (WP), Dec 8-5

2 Dominic Paterra (IC) def 1 Caden Stout (STC), Dec 3-2
Weight: 160

6 Camden C'Connor (OG) def 8 Masor McCort (STC!, Dec 7-4

5 Reese Spencer {IC) def 7 Brodie Tait (WL), Dec 60

4 Robert Shockay (S} daf 2 Gabe Camman (WP}, Dac 97

1 Logan Ours (BVL) def 3 Daxotz Hagedom (UNiV), Fall 253
Weight: 170

5 Marshal Sayre (CALD) def 6 Johnny Bailey (EL), Fall 0:34
7 Ben McCardle (JM) def 9 Jameson Maynard (WP}, M-Dec

102

2 Brandon Kiser (DOV) def 4 Adam Angel (CAM), Dec 8-6 OT
1 Gage Wright (PS) def 3 Elijah Wellings-Osha (UNIV}, Fall

54

Weight: 182

6 Hezekiah Taylor (UNIV) def 8 Ethan Liewdlyn {IC), Dec 6-4

3 Aydan Edwards (PS) def 10 Gabe Morgan (BVL), Dec 8-7

4 Hunter Nixon (WP} def 5 Kiypsan Wallace (JM}, Dec 10

1 lan Bush {CAM) def 2 Caden Kenworthy (CAMB), Fall 3:03
Weight: 195

9 Brody Cotirill (WP) def 6 Jacab Walker (STC), Dec 6-3

5 Tyler Wise {BRK) def 7 Wes Molish (0G), M-Dec 12-2

4 Preston Harman (MORG) def 2 Brandon Kinney (STEUB},

Dec3-2

1 Austin Starr (IC) def 3 Brock Kehier (UNIV), Dec 70
Weight: 220

& Gavin Dondzila (IC) def 10 Jamison Stiles (ED), Dec 105

5 Colin McBee (UNIV) dei 11 Brycen Arthur {PS), Dec 7-2

2 Zakary Dobson (MF) def 4 Nate King (STEUB), Dec 11-6

3 Lucas Thomas {HC) def 1 Enick Brothers (WP, Fall 5:22
Weight. 285

7 Josh Fancher (TOR) def 4 Dylan Haseleu (MORG), Fall 1:37

6 Tyler Stanfey (WELL) def 10 Zane McCoy (8VL). Dec 4-8

1 Marshall Bier (RIV) def 9 Landen Themas (HO), raif 4:44

2 Peyion Tuttle {STEUB def 5 Corin Turmey {UNIV), Fail 3:58
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other senior in Michael
Smith. Smith’s record
may seem pedestrian at
11-7. but he finished fifth
at West Jefferson and his
path seems to be mirror-
ing his junior season.
Smith finished 19-17
as a junior but saved his
best wrestling for sea-
son’s end, finishing one
match from placing at the
district tournament, two
from qualifying for state.
“We started to see
glimpses of it again af
West Jefferson and we’re
hoping he's starting to
peak again.” Bryant said.
Three freshman and
two juniors round out the
Huskies” probable line-
up for the tourney. Zane
Carson (4-12, 106), Ken-
ny Keffer (6-5, 113) and
Matthew Hilbert (3-10.
120) are all competing in
their first tournaments.
The two remaining
| 1th graders chULe Jay-
dis Yoheat 126 (-3 and
Bryce Wallace (2- !“) at
150.

Good Luck Monarchs!
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Linsly gearing up for its biggest tournament

By TRACY WATSON

For The Times Leader

WHEELING - Head
Coach Brian Valentine
and his Linsly youthful
wrestling team are ready
to make some noise in
the OVAC Class 3A
field this weekend.

Linsly has rolled to a
13-0 dual meet record to
start the campaign, with
just two seniors in the
regular rotation.

“This is a relatively
young team, and I am

Monroe continues

By MIKE HUGHES

For the Times Leader

WOODSFIELD -
it’s year two of Monroe
Central’s full program
rebuild {ollowing a brief
hiatus  following the
2018 scason

A season that began
with optimism was tem-
pered in the fires of the

ricors of the regular
season. What started
with double digits in
kids ended far less as
onlv two  Seminoles
held on to reach the
start of the OVAC
tournament.

Two wrestlers, four
matches. four losses.
The tournament began
and ended for Mon-
roe without any points
earned, but something
important was accom-
plished that day. The
program’s long road
back had taken its first
step.

That next step begins
at the 2023 OVAC
Tournament. and this
time. second-year head
coach Ryan Ritchter
has a few more wres-
tlers.

“We have five this
year,” Richter said.

very happy at how well
the season has gone so
far.” Valentine said.

The Cadets boast six
wrestlers with at least 20
wins on the season al-
ready and along with the
sparking dual meet re-
cord Valentine also men-
tions he has had numer-
ous wrestlers fare well in
tournament competition.

Leading the parade of
20-plus win grapplers is
150-pound junicrs Na-
thaniel Berhalter, who

“We're still in the re-
building process after
not having a team for a
few years. We lost our
toundation. our biddy
league when it went un-
der and we didn’t have it
lfor a handful of vears.
‘We have kids with-
out o lot of experience
but we've kept plugging

comes in at 24-4. Class-
mate Landon Taylor
(215) is currently sitting
at 21-6 with sophomore
Griffen Kernik (138) at
20-7. Freshman Lucca
Troulios (126) has been
impressive as well, pil-
ing up a 20-7 mark.
Valentine's final two
20-win performers are
the Palian brothers. Ju-
nior Fisher Palian comes
in at 20-7 at 157 while
freshman heavyweight
Anderson Palian is spar-

kling 25-2 on the cam-
paign.

The remainder of the
weight classes will be
filled by senior Caitlin
Lewis, who is 12-11
at 113. senior Wyatl
Haynes (190, 6-4); ju-
niors Mikey Troullos
(144, 14-11), Roi Ger-
son (165, 6-3) and Nerti
Weiner (175, 10-3).

Along with the six 20-
win wrestlers, everyone
scheduled to wrestle at
the OVAC Tournament

has a current record
above .500.

[ like to think we
have a few kids with the
ability to make some
noise at the tournament,”
Valentine commented.
These kids have worked
very hard in dual meets
and tournaments all sea-
son.”

For Linsly, as a
whole, winning OVAC
championships may be
a little more special than
most with the Cadets not

able to participate for
state championships due
to not being a member of
the WVSSAC.

“This is one of the
biggest tournaments in
the country,” Valentine
added. “The kids really
look forward to this and
winning a title would
mean so much. To me
the most special part of
this tournament is that it
is everyone against ev-
eryone no matter the size
of the school.”

to ‘plug away’ as it gains experience

along and we’ve seen
a lot of improvement.
Hopefully it carries over
to the OVAC.™”

Five young wres-
tlers — two  sophomores
and three freshmen —
will take to the mats ai
WesBanco Arena for the
Seminoles.

Only one. sophomote

Drew Miller who is com-

peting in the 132-weight

class. has any OVAC
tourney experience.

Richter is seeing signs
of progress though.

“QOur first tournament

of the vear was kind of

an eye opener for our
freshmen,” Richter said.
“We really showed a

Ses, MONROE, Page 12
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Martins Ferry seeks continued success at OVAC

By KIM NORTH
For The Times Leader

MARTINS FERRY
The 2022-23 wres-
tling season has been
very good so far for
Martins Ferry. and head
coach Chad Ware hopes

Good luck
to all OVAC
wrestlers
from the

BeimMonT COUNTY
e [METRICT LIBRARY —-

that trend continues this
weekend  during  the
68th annual OVAC Ron
Mauck Championships.

After finishing  as
runner up in the seca-
son-opening Rick Link
Invitational at  Union
Local.

the Purple Rid-

GOOD LUC

ers won the Waterloo
D-H1 Classic. the Wh-
itesides Invitational at
St. Clairsville and the
last Man Standing Tour-
nament at Shadyside.
Ware is hopeful his vet-
eran squad can keep up
the good work. starting

Thursday at 6:30 p.m.
and running through Sat-
urday’s  championship
finals.

“Our team is full of
upperclassmen with ex-
perience. We have seven
seniors and three juniors
in the starting lineup.

and we have two retumn-
mg OVAC placers and
numerous others who
have come up just short
of placing in previous
years.” Ware said.
“Each tournament that
we have competed in this
season has been a com

MARTINS FERRY
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plete team effort with
everyone contributing.
That 15 going to be what
it takes for us to have a
chance in our division
{AAA) a complete
team effort.”

Martins Ferry is led by

See, FERRY, Page 11

\;ﬁ:‘tq zBl-4284
g i e TS S B T

from...

wlarntisns ey Wrnestling

Lanents Ursaciation

YOU MAKE US PROUD!

e e e e e e e Y

el ¥ ¥ RN RA RN RN

‘. e
e [ [




OVAC WRESTLING

» Fer

Zontinued from Page 10

senior Dylan Ward (120)
~ho is a spotless 19-0.

He placed fifth in last
ear’s OVAC Tourna-
nent at 113.

He is a two-time Ohio
istate qualifier and has
~on the Union Local,
Waterloo. St. Clairsville,
ind Shadyside tourna-

ments this year.

“Dylan is one of
the leaders of the
team. He is on a mis-
sion this year and his
performances  show
that,” Ware stressed.
“If Dylan wrestles to
his ability, and with
confidence, I ook for
him to challenge for an
OVAC title.”

Ward is current-
ly ranked second by
OVAeC and eighth in
Ohio by Borofan. He
went 1-2 at last year’s
state meet.

The other returning
placewinner is soph
omore Jase Mahoney
(113). He is 15-7 and
placed sixth last year.

“Jase steps on the
mat each time think-
ing that he can win,
and looks to dominate
his opponents,” Ware
noted. “We look for
him to improve upon
his placement from last
year.”

Mahoney is current-
ly ranked seventh by

VAeC and 24th in
Ohio.

Ware is expecting
big things from his
senior class, which in-
cludes Dominick Te-
deschi {126), Jonathan
Rossano (132), Trey
Regis (144). John-
ny Mecfarland (165),
George Hulsey (175)
and Alexander Finsley
(190).

Tedeschi is currently
11-6.

“Dominick missed
most of last season due

to get past that peint this
year,” Ware continued.
“Trey could surprise
people this year.”

McFarland has fash-
ioned a superb 21-4
mark this season. He is
ranked ninth by OVAeC
and 231d in the Buckeye
State.

“Johnny is a co-cap-
tain of our team. He
has been wrestling for a
long time and has a lot
of experience. He lost

] in the blood round of
~ DYLAN WARD last year's tournament,
to injury. He came back which left a bad taste in
at the end of the season his mouth,” Ware added.
and was a district quali-  “[f he wrestles like we
fier.” Ware said. “Domis know he can. he should
very coachable and gets be on the podium this
better each day.” year.”

Rossano has a 15-8 re- Hulsey has put togeth-
cord thus far. er a fine 17-4 record

“Jonathan has 1m-  thus far.
proved each year of his He 1s ranked fourth
wrestling career. He is by OVAeC and 24th in
a key contributor to our Ohio.
team’s success,” Ware “George is another
added. “He will help our co-captain of our team
team contend in our divi- and one of the hardest
sion.” workers that we have

Regis is also 13-8. ever had. He also lost
He is ranked 16th by in the blood round of
OVAeC. last year’s tournament,

“Trey lost in the blood  which motivates him ev-
round of last year's eryday,” Ware said.
OVAC Tournament and “He has the ability to
that is motivation for him See, FERRY, Page 12

Good Luck
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Mr. Mat Honorees

1976 - Gegrge Kovalick, Bellaire Ath-
lefic Dicector

1977 --Bill Van Home, Sports Editor of
Wheeling News Register

1578 - John Vrotsos, Marting Ferry
High Schoal

1979 - Richard Edge, Principal of
Springfield Figh

1980 - Gearge Wally, John Marshall
Athletic Director

1981 -- Bob Hedmen Steubenwile
Athlatic Direcior

1582 -- Paul Crago, Marshall County
Schools

1983 - Dr. Vincent Monseau, West
Liberty State Cokiege

1984 - Bill Hingardner, Johin Marshal

1985 -- Dennis Bowman, Bellarre

1386 - Ronaid Mauck, Broake

1987 - Eric Carder, Wheefing Park
Athlefic Director

1968 - Dave Kovalick, Barnesville

1989 -- Stev Kish Principal of Bellaire
High

1990 - Cadl Fodor, Hancock County
Schools

1991 -- Or. William Welker, Warwood
Middle

1992 ~ Larry Deaton, Martins Ferry

1993 - Johin Stephenson, Cadiz High

1994 -- Joe Bates, Woodsfiefd High

1995 - Bob Bruney, Martins Ferry

1996 - Lamy Chambers, Moundsville

Jr. High

1997 - Gary Davis, Beallsville High

1998 --Cal Pokas, Sports Editor of The
Times Leader

1998 ~ Tom Lackman, Jefferson
Union

2000 -~ Ed “Buzzy” Evans

2001 ~ William McEldowney, Wheel-
ing

2002 -~ John Craig, Indian Creek

2003 - Ed Dugas, John Marshall High

2004 -- Jeff Oberdick, Marting Fery

2005 - Dan Doyle, Superinendent of
Nobi County Schoo's

2006 -~ Nolan Van Gilger, Brooke

2007 -- Rick Link, Union Local

2008 - Jim Potts, Cameron

2009 - Paul Biliard, Brooke

2010 -~ Jedf Cammoll, Cambridge

2011 - Rich Gregor, Sringfield High

2012 - Ari Hetr, Bndgeport

2013 - Dave LaMotte, Bridgeport

2014 - Damell Davis, Bamesuille

2015 - Gene Monteleone, Wheeing
Park

2016 - Jim Crosier, Union Local

2017 - Chick LaMotts, St. John Cen-
fral

2018 - Lamy Shaw, Oak Glen

2018 - John Grinch, Shadyside

2020 - Ken Robinson, Woodsfield

2021 — Pete Cuffarg, Wheeding

2022 - Jeff Crosier, Bamesville
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win against anyone he wrestles.
If he wrestles with confidence,
he will stand on the podium this
year.”

Finsley is a solid 18-3 on the

ear.

He is ranked fifth by OVAeC
and 27th in the state.

“Alex is also a co-captain. He
has been our most improved wres-
tler over the course of his career.
Alex also lost in the blood round
of last year’s towrnament. so he
knows what it takes to get past that
point,” Ware said. “If he wrestles
his match each time he steps on
the mat, he should place high in
this year’s tournament.”

The remainder of the roster
consists of juniors Kaden Archer
{138). Shayden Fogle (150). ans
Andrew Leiffer (157), along with
sophomore Braxten Norton (285)
and freshmen David Proctor (106)
and Tayson Palmer (215).

Archer is an even 10-10.

“Kaden is an explosive wrestler
who has all of the physical tools
to compete,” Ware noted. “If he

wrestles with confidence, he has a
very high ceiling.”
Fogle checks in at a respectable

GOOD LUCK
MONROE CENTRAL

; Gom LUCK SEMINOLES!-
Bellwood Drugs

wmmm
135 S. Main Street

Woodsfield, OH 43793

| 760-472-199)

M MRS ST S R RS

. Mon-£ri: Sam-Bpm | Sat: S3am-lpm | Sun: Closed

14-§.

“After having a year layoff,

Shayden is having a good start to
the season with some good wins
under his belt,”
has the ability to place in this
year's tourmament.”

Ware said. “He

Leiffer has also held his own

with a 14-7 mark.

“Andrew is back after missing

experience,” Ware said.

Norton is just 2-21.

“Braxten is brand new to the
sport and learning everyday.”
Ware noted.

Proctor is 12-10 so far in her
first varsity season.

“He recently won the Shadyside
Last Man Standing Tournament
and he is improving every day.”
Ware said.

Palmer ts just below .500 at 10-
.

“Tayson is a freshman and brand
new to the sport. He 1s very coach-
able and does everything that he
1s told to the best of his ability.”
Ware said.

“He has good things to come in
the future.”

Martins Ferry has won 20 all-
time OVAC tiles - the last com-
ing in 2017. The Purple has been

the fast two seasons. He is getting
better each week as he gets more
and more mat time. We are excited
to see what he can do as he gains

Bauer &

100 South Paul Street,
Woodsfield, OH

140-472-1601
GO SEMINOLES!

Good Luck to the 2023
| Wrestling Team!

From The
Monroe Central
Athletic Dept.

overall

champs thrice (1993,
1998 and 1999).

e Monroe

Continued from Page 9

lot of improvement and
had two guys place at
the Shadyside Last Man
Standing tournament.”

Those two were Mill-
er, who came in fourth
at 132, along with fresh-
man Aiden Aishman,
who was the runner-up
in the 106 class.

They wili be joined
by sophomore Trys-
tyn Crisp at 138, plus
ninth-graders Shane
Moore {215) and Park-
er Sefert (285) at the
OVAC.

Richter is looking to
take the OVAC tourney
one day at a time, make
some steps in a positive
direction and keep the
program improving.

“We want to continue

to keep showing that im-
provement, one match at
a time, and see where we
end up,” the coach said.

The biddy league has
returned for Monroe
Central and the junmior
high program is set to
make a comeback. An-
other positive sign oc-
curred recently, when 4
couple of potential wres-
tlers informed the coach
that they regret not com-
ing out for the team this
season, and are certain to
be there Day 1 come late
fall 2023"s start.
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River’s strength lies in the heavier weights

By TRACY WATSON

For The Times Leader

HANNIBAL - River
head coach Chuck Baker
has an unusual problem
this season in which his
team can only fill seven
weight classes at tourna-
ment and duals.

The unusual part is
that the Pilots can only
use one wrestler per
weight class on any giv-
=n night and Baker has
1 whopping four heavy-
weights all with the abil-
ity to win big matches.

Leading the way is
senior big man Marshall

MARSHALL BIER

Bier. who has a 14-0 re-
cord on season and fin-
ished third in the OVAC

Tournament a season
ago. He recently picked
up his 100th career vic-
tory.

Unfortunately, Bier
tore his ACL midway
through picking up a
pinfall victory in the
third-fourth place match.
During the healing pro-
cess he fell and tore his
patella tendon.

Since returning this
season Bier has been
nothing short of amazing
with all 14 of his wins
coming by pin in 40 sec-
onds or shorter.

Senior Noah Lively
is the first backup and

with Bier taking the day
off won the Shadyside
Tournament a few weeks
ago, Actually, Baker en-
tered all three of his re-
maining heavyweights at
Shadyside with the trio
taking first, second and
fifth place.

The other two heavy-
weights are senior Tra-
vis Childress, who is a
four-year veteran with
16 wins this year, and
junior Hunter Nething,
who is in his second year
and tock over after Bier
got hurt last year and fin-
ished the season with 30
wins.

Senior Brayden
Strawn is 15-4 at 215
and Baker believes he
is another contender to
place at the OVAC meet.
Sophomore Hunter Ly-
man is at 175 and has
been coming on strong,
placing in the last two
tournaments he has com-
pleted in.

Also participating
will be freshman Hunter
Strawn (150), freshman
Tyler Winkler (144),
freshman Genner Ben-
nett (138) and senior
Tori Headley. who will
compete at 175 if there
are girls.

“The three freshmen
were all good junior
high wrestlers, but have
quickly found out that
high school is a little
harder,” Baker said. I
am expecting big things
from our seniors and I
am looking to place at
least two, hopefully first.
I believe we have the
chance to make some
noise in Class 2A.

“Hopefully we have
good weather for the
tournament, are able
0 compete and stay
healthy.

69th OVAC Wrestling Tournament ready to roli

The 69th  Annual
OVAC Wrestling Tour-
nament will begin at 6
p.m.

Starting on Thursday
and running through Sat-
arday’s finals. approx-
imately 850 bouts will
pe run off before the last
buzzer sounds. The ac-
iion will be heated on the
sight mats.

The tournament will
oring to WesBanco Are-
12 some 500 wrestlers
Tom 42 high schools.
Only 14 of these will be
;rowned as champions
it Saturday afternoon’s
nal session. Thursday
night’'s opening cere-
nony is at 6:00 P.M.
‘ollowed by wrestling at
3:30 P.M. Friday’s first
iession begins at noon.
ind highlight second
‘ound matches. Quarter-
inals and consolation
natches are on tap for
‘riday night starting at
» p.m.

On Saturday, semifi-
12ls and consolations get
inder way at 11:00 a.m.
vith the final ceremonies

begin at 3:30 p.m.

All pre-final festivities
will begin at 3:30 P.M.
on Saturday..

The championship
matches along with
bouts to determine third,
fifth, and seventh plac-
es will begin at 4:00
P.M. on Saturday. For
the championship finals,
four mats will be in use,
but eight mats will be
utilized at the various
earlier sessions to keep
the tournament moving
at a rapid pace.

Included in the activi-
ties at 3:30 P.M. we will
take time to honor past
Conference champions
observing their 25th an-
niversary. This year the
1998 champions and the
coach of the 1998 team
overall champions will
be recognized before
Saturday’s finais and
will be seated in a special
area on the main floor.

Special presentations
include: the Mr. Mat
Award. annually given
to an individual who has
made valuable contribu-

tions to the sport in the
Ohio Valley and the Di-
rector’s Award and will
be presented Saturday
before the championship
finals; wvarsity, varsity
assistant and junior high

coaches of the year and
the “Larry Deaton Offi-
cials of the Year awards
will be presented Thurs-
day afternoon, the “Syd
Stolz Tournament Work-
er and the program cov-

er recognition awards
will be presented Friday
evening and the Project
Best “Pear Sadler” Team
Sportsmanship  Award
will be presented Satur-
day at 11:00 AM..

Tickets are 36 for
adults and $4 for stu-
dents. Advanced ticket
books, which include
tickets to all five ses-
sions, are $25 for adults
and $15 for students.
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OVAC WRESTLING
Shadyside features rosters short on numbers

By BUBBA KAPRAL

For the Times Leader

SHADYSIDE - The
Shadyside High wres-
tling program has fea-
tured many superb grap-
plers in its storied mat
annals. Chase Kinemond
is unquestionably one of
the Tigers™ best.

Kinemond is now in
his fifth year at the Or-
ange & Black wrestling
helm,

Kinemond scripted
a magnificent 120-19
Orange prep mat record
despite suffering a torn
ACL in his junior cam-
paign. He was an OVAC
champion as a senior.

OVAC runnerup as a
sophomore while plac-
ing fifth as a frosh.
Moreover, Kine-
mond captured fifth place
in the state fournament
as a freshman (125} and
seventh during his senior
campaign at 160. He
missed the postseason as
a sophomore and junior
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Flower Shop
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Shadyside, Ohio
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due to injury.

Kinemond suffered a
tough blow to this year’s
mat team during foot-
ball season when junior
standout Andrew Osman
incurred a severe injury,
causing him to miss this
mat season. He was a
threat to place well in the
OVAC and state tourna-
ments.

As a result, Kinemond
is working with a sev-
en-man roster.

“The season so far
has been good. We are
starting to settle into
our weight classes and
getting quality matches
before OVAC.” Kine-
mond noted. “The dual
record doesn’t show how
we are as a team. We fill
seven of the 14 weight
classes and that’s tough
to win against the bigger
schools we’ve gone up
against so far.”

Shadyside has defeat-
ed Bridgeport in duai
competition. They have
dropped nods to five
strong squads: Morgan-
town, Linsly, Brooke, St.
Clairsville and River.

Promising frosh Eli
Gallaher opens the Tiger
lineup at 126. He is 8-9

on the campaign, show-
ing much improvement
from the season’s outset.

Junior Nathan Rhoad-
es 1s the Orange’s
132-pounder. He has
pocketed two wins.

Senior Josh Harris has
carved out a 5-7 record
thus far at 157. He, how-
ever, may drop to 150
for the OVAC tourney.

Jacob Brown is a qual-
ity 165-pounder for Ki
nemond. The senior is
10-5 on the campaign
with third-place finish-
es in the Coshocton and
Shadyside invitationals.

Chris Stillion is an-
other solid performer for
Shadyside.

The junior veteran is
7-7 at 190 pounds, in-
¢luding a fifth-place fin-
ish at Coshocton. Kine-

WI‘GSII
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mond notes that Statlion
will likely drop to the
175-pound class for the
OVAC event.

William Robinson is a
force in the 190-pound
classification. The senior
leader has scripted an
11-6 record with third-
place honors in the Co-
shocton and Shadyside
events.

Junior Nick Norris is
the Tigers® 215-pound-
er.

“I hope to see us giv-
ing it everything we got
in the OVAC Tourna
ment. We have been
practicing great and it's
really showing on the
mat,” Kinemond noted.
“For my seniors, [ want
them not to have any re-
grets leaving the tourna-
ment. ! have high hopes
for my team to do well
and would like to see
them making it to the
placement round.”

After the OVAC Tour-
nament, Shadyside will
compete in the Panther
Classic at Buckeye Lo-
cal, take part in trian-
gulars  with Harrison
Central and Union Local
as well as Caldwell and
another opponent yet to
be determined, and the
MOVL Tournament,
which will be the lead
up into sectional war-
fare.

“After OVAC | hope
for us to finish strong
and carry a lot of mo-
mentum into the post-
season to make a deep
run,” Kindemond said.

Kinemond. a former
Bethany College quar-
terbacking  standout.
is being assisted by
Paden Stewart, Scott
Kinemond, Chase’s
dad and also a former

Orange mat great.
Christian Hancock and
Nico Bumba.
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Richmond now leading St. Clairsville wrestling

3y SETH STASKEY
‘imes Leader Sports Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE

The prep wrestling
eason is just under two
nonths oid, but already
3obby Richmond has
rotten a full dose of what
t's like being a head
oach.

The  first-year St
Clairsville  boss  has
seen - according to him
- in the midst of a “roll-
r-coaster season’ that’s
ad plenty of ups and
lowns.

“We've been battling
ickness and injury for
|uite some time.” Rich-
nond said. “We've had
purts of doing great
hings on the mat and
ve certainly have had to
vrestle through some ad-
ersity.”

The Red Devils enter
his weekend's OVAC
lon Mauck Wrestling
‘ournament with the
.ope that this will be one
f the upward moments
f the season.

“I think the OVAC
‘ournament will be our
>ughest test of the sea-
on to really see where
/e stand.” Richmond
oted. “The 4A division

T s

of the strongest teams in

the (conference).”

Thus far. the Red Dev-
tls have competed at the
Rick Link Invitational at
Union Local, their own
Whiteside™s St. Clairs-
ville Tournament and at
the Cameron Invitational
along with a handful of
duals.

The Red Devils lost
three to graduation in the
Class of 22 and two were
OVAC placers. Caden
Stout, who became St.
Clairsville’s first state
wrestling champion, and
Gannon Kazmirski. who
was also an All-Ohioan.
picked up their sheep-
skin along with Evan
Street.

As they prepare for the
OVAC Tourmnmament, St.
Clairsville will fill 12
of the 14 weight classes
and taking 1t a step far-

Good Luck -
 SL. Clairsville <1 &
stla's! wt |
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ther, eight of their en-
trants will amrive with a
better than .500 record.
Leading the way is se-
nior Zach McKeever at
144 pounds. He's cur-
rently 18-4 and was a
sixth-place finisher in the
OVAC last winter. He
was the champion at St.
Clairsville, runner-up at
Union Local and bronze
medalist at Cameron.
Senior Nathan Wits-
berger gets the call at
165 pounds and sports
a 15-7 record. He was
sixth at Union Local,
fourth at St. Clairsville
and fifth at Cameron.

Senior Jacob Walk-
er holds down the fort
at 190 pounds for the
Devils. He placed eighth
in the OVAC a season
ago and comes into this
year’s event with a 15-5
record. His resume in-
cludes a runner-up finish
at Union Local as well
as fourth-place awards at
both St. Clairsville and
Cameron.

Senior Logan Fry has
been solid at 285 pounds
after missing his entire
Jjunior campaign because
of an injury he sustained
during footbali. Fry sits
at 12-2 and was third

at both the Union Local
and St. C. events.

Fry 1s backed by fresh-
man Josh Hernandez.

At 215 pounds, junior
Cody Stecyk will enter.
He’s currently 12-7 and
owns a fourth and sixth-
place finish at Union
Local and Cameron, re-
spectively.

Stecyk got the call at
this weight class after
defeating solid sopho-
more Ryan Ivey, who is
12-6.in a wrestle off.

Sophomore  Braylon
Leiffer is 10-4 and will
enter the 138-pound
bracket. He was fifth at

both Union Local and St.
Clairsville,

Sophomore  Damen-
yon Brown, who was
fourth at Cameron, will
enter at 150 pounds. De-
spite missing some time
with an injury, he’s cur-
rently 9-3 on the season.

Freshman Therron
Fillon will be entered at
132 pounds with a 9-8
mark. He was runnerup
at  St. Clairsville and
sixth at Cameron.

The balance of the Red
Devils entrants include:
Wyatt Cunningham
at 106, freshman Dio

See, ST.C., Page 16
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OVAC WRESTLING
Union Local excited about the future of program

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

MORRISTOWN -
Like all area wrestling
teams, the Union Local
Jets have been training,
practicing and compet-
ing to be as prepared as
possible for what lies
ahead this weekend.

Starting Thursday. the
Jets will be taking part
in the 68th annual Ron
Mauck OVAC Wrestling
Tournament at Wes-
Banco Arena in down-
town Wheeling.

do as well as possible,
head coach Nate Starkey
believes the Jets are lay-
ing the groundwork for
what could be an even
stronger showing in the
years to come.

“The future of Union
Local  wrestling s
bright,” Starkey said.
“I see this group as a
‘shake-up group’ at the
OVAC Tournament (this

weekend).”

The Jets will compete
in the 3A classification
and will fill only nine of
the 14 weight classes,
which is going to make
contending for a team
title quite challenging,
but the experience can
only help in the long run
for the remainder of this
season and beyond.

“While our high school
numbers are down, I am
excited for the future,”
Starkey revealed. *This
group of men is setting a
great example of how to
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work.”

Thus far this season,
the Jets have competed
at their own Rick Link
Tournament as well as

the Central Crossing
Comet Classic in Grove
City.

The Jets will enter
only two wrestlers who
boast an above .500 re-
cord for the season in
senior Brody Myers and
sophomore Gavin Bo-
lock.

Myers. who will en-
ter at 138, owns a 13-4
mark and has already
garnered a championship
at both of the Jets® invi-
tationals this season. On
top of those places, My-
ers is ranked in the ‘Bo-
rofan” Ohio State Rank-
ings at 17th.

“Brody is really hav-
ing his best season yet,”
Starkey said.

Bolock, meanwhile,
enters with a solid 13-5
record. He was runner-up
at  Central  Crossing
and finished fifth at the
Rick Link, but has truly
turmed it on since the sea-
son-opening event.

“Gavin is really show-
ing a lot of promise and

he’s continuing to grow
(both physically and as
a wrestler), Starkey said.

Senior Logan Boone
will get the call at 144,
He’s off to an §-10 start,
but has been coming off
on “after a rough start,”
according to his head
coach.

Similarly, senior
Landon Crum endured
a rough start to the sea-
son. but has been steadi-
ly coming along. He will
enter at 150 witha 7-10
record.

Sophomore Kaden
Cross will be the Jets
representative  in  the
165-pound bracket. He
sports a 7-10 mark, but
did place fifth at the Cen-
tral Classic event.

Sophomore  Steven
Martin, who is 8-10 on
the season, continues to
make big strides. Out
for the sport for just the
second year, Starkey
has been impressed with
Martin.

“Steven is improving
daily and is showing a
lot of promise toward the
future,” Starkey admit-

ted.
Sophomore Caleb

]
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Goodson (175), stho-
more Brylor Vogt (190)
and senior Logan Per-
kins (215) complete the
Union Local roster and
entrants.

The Jets lost a pair of
quality wrestlers - Na-
thaniel Gibson and Colin
Greenwood - to grad-
uation. Gibson placed
fifth in the OVAC, while
Greenwood fell one vic-
tory short of a place at
the conference tourna-
ment.

Following the OVAC
Tournament, the Jets
have a lot of season left
before shifting their fo-
cus toward the OHSAA
postseason.

They’ll battle  St.
Clairsville in a dual, take
part in a triangular with
Steubenville and South-
ern Local before hosting
Shadyside and Harrison
Central on Feb. 15. The
Buckeye 8 Champion-
ship will be held at Cam-
bridge on Feb. 18, which
will complete the regular
season.

Starkey is assisted by
Nat Brown and Zach
Powell.

*St.C.—

Continued from Page 15

Loew at [20. freshman
T.J. Harding at 126 and
junior Darshan Howard
at 157.

As Richmond alluded
to. there is still basically
half’ a season to go after
the OVAC. The Devils
will compete next week-
end at the Jimmy Wood
Invitational at New Lex-
ington and will take part
in the Buckeye 8§ with a
handful of duals and tni-
angulars sprinkled in.

Richmond is assisted
by Dillon Nolte and Chas
Snider.
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Seeds, brackets set for 69th
OVAC Ron Mauck Tourney

By KIM NORTH
For The Times Leader

WHEELING - It’s only Tuesday but
there’s big news coming out of the 69th
annual OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling
Championships, which get underway on
Thursday night inside WesBanco Arena.

One returning champion and anoth-
er wrestler that placed third will not be
competing this weekend due to injury and
sickness.

Parkersburg South’s Gage Wright, who
won at 170 last year, would’ve been one
of eight returning champions when the
tournament kicks off at 6 p.m. However,
he suffered a foot injury recently that has

all and Class 5A titlists, also sustained a
huge blow when 126-pound Jack Lowe, a
third-placer last year and a state runnerup,
has come down with mononucleosis and
is out,

“Losing Jack is a big blow but 1 feel §

we have kids capable of stepping in there
and competing well,” Wheeling Park head
coach Brian Leggett said. “We are still
confident that we can accomplish what we

did last year. We are wrestling really well :

at this time.”
While West Virginia Class AAA pow-

ers Parkersburg South and University

each have a dozen wrestlers seeded in the

top 12 of their respective weight classes, § i

Leggett’s Patriots - who have 9 - are the

sidelined him.

Wheeling Park, the defending over-

See, OVAC, Page B2
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING — The cutoff date
for the annual OVAC Basketball
Tournament is quickly approaching
and most recently released standings
show defending Class 3A champion
Linsly sitting in the fifth spot.

The Cadets can expect a boost in
the next standings, however.

Seemingly playing with a purpose
and fire that Dave Wojcik had hoped
to see, Linsly picked up a pivotal
conference victory, 84-78, against
Parkersburg South Monday evening
in the finale of the inaugural MLK
Classic held at the Stifel Fieldhouse

wins,” Wojcik said. “Our guys did
an unbelievable job of trusting each
other.”

Linsly (7-5) wasted no time in
asserting itself. It held a 19-12 lead
after one, but the Patriots were with-
in a bucket at halftime, which set
the stage for an entertaining second
half,

“Linsly’s kids were more excit-
ed about the game than we were,”
South head coach Mike Fallon said.
“They beat us. I think they wanted it
more and it showed.”

The third quarter was back and
forth as proven by the eight lead

changes and four ties.
Tinslv’s Gavin Tack<on canght

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

LINSLY SENIOR Carter Anderson looks to drive to the basket against Parkersburg South’s Austin Reeves during
the first quarter of Monday’s game, which was part of the inaugural MLK Ciassic on the Linsly campus. Anderson
scored 26 points to help lead the Cadets to an 84-78 victory

Linsly hangs on for key win

ots with 10 in the third, including a
six-of-six effort from the foul line.

The biggest issue Linsly faced
entering the fourth quarter was foul
trouble. Jackson found himself with
four fouls and firmly planted on the
bench.

South was unable to capitalize.
Actually. Linsly’s Carter Anderson
and Nate Coleman along with the
help of John Paul Jones and Jonah
Vaysbakh, off the bench, the Cadets
extended the lead to as many as 13.

“When Gavin had to sit the first
four minutes, instead of the lead
staying (the same), our bench ex-
tended the lead, which was huge,”
Waicik «nid “Cave me more nn-

THERE WILL be
a changing of the
guard following
this year's 69th
annual OVAC Ron
| Mauck Wrestling
| Championships
as Dr. Dan Doyle,
left, is stepping
down from his role
as director and
Shane Shaffer, is
taking over.

Photo/KIM NORTH

BengaI’O-Iine
decimated as they
look toward Bills

CINCINNATI (AP) — The Bengals man-
aged to survive and advance.

However, their win over the Ravens may
have cost them another starter on the offensive
line. -

Cincinnati beat Baltimore 24-17 on Sunday
night, winning a playoff game in consecutive
years for the first time in franchise history.

The Bengals likely lost a third starting offen-
sive lineman in the space of a month when left
tackle Jonah Williams departed in the second
quarter with a ieft knee injury.

The Ravens sacked Joe Burrow four times
on Sunday, the most since he was sacked five
times by the Browns on Halloween in the most
recent game Cincinnati lost before its current
nine-game win streak.

Now the Bengals ( 13-4) face Buffalo (14-3)
on Sunday possibly with three backups on an
offensive line that was retooled with three free
agents and a rookic before the season. Jackson
Carman, who has played guard since being
drafted by the Bengals in 2021, replaced Wil-
liams to finish Sunday's game and could start
at teft tackie against the Bills.

“We’ll see who's available and do our best to
rep them and get them going.” Bengals coach
Zac Taylor said.

The second-seeded Bills beat the Dolphins
34-31 in a wild-card game on Sunday.

“At this point it doesn’t really matter what
the seed is. Every game is going to be a dog-
fight, and we knew that,” Taylor said. “You go
through ali the peaks and valleys with all the
people in this room. You're here every step of
the way — to get to the playoffs and it can be
over in a heartbeat. Our guys didn’t want that to
happen, so they found a way to move on.”

WHAT’'S WORKING

For the second straight week, big plays by
the defense turned the game.

In the Bengals™ 27-16 win over the Ravens
in the regular-season finale, Cincinnati inter-

See, BENGALS, Page B2

AP PHOTO
CINCINNATI BENGALS defensive end Sam
Hubbard (94) and quarterback Joe Burrow

ralabhrata fnllwwina an NFED  wildorard mlaunf
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BRIDGEPORT The Seminoles
got out of the gates quickly and never
looked back en route to a rout of the
homestanding Bulldogs.

Abby Thompson and Kynzi Bishop
led the balanced Seminoles with 13 and
11. respectively.

preastsiroke and tne ZUv Iree.
Linsly’s John Papadimitrou was the
winner in the 100 fly and 200 freestyle.
Martins Ferry’s John Consort cap-
tured two more victories, winning the
100 breaststroke and the 200 IM.

* Bengals

Continued from Page B1

tercepted rookie quarterback Antho-
ny Brown twice and recovered his fum-
ble in the end zone for a touchdown.

In Sunday’s win. the defensive score
was even more improbable. In the fourth
quarter. Ravens quarterback Tyler
Huntley tried to sneak in from Bengals
1. but the outstretched ball was knocked
loose and into the arms of defensive end
Sam Hubbard, who rumbled 98 yards
the other way for a TD.

“I was excited. | got up and started
running down the sideline.” receiver
Ja’Marr Chase said. “That was cool to
see.

WHAT NEEDS HELP

Cincinnati hasn’t played a complete
game in more than a month. Dominant
quarters or halves have been just enough
during its nine-game win streak. The of-
fense bogs down. The running game is
ineffective,

On Sunday. the Ravens had a chance
to tie the game on the last play when
Huntley heaved a desperation pass into
the end zone and the tipped ball went
off the fingers of James Proche.

Another close call,

STOCK UpP

Hubbard was accompanied by a cadre
of teammates on his long sprint down
the field and needed oxygen when he
got to the bench. His 98-yard fumble
return was the longest in NFL postsea-

son history. The fifth-year veteran is a
captain and one of the emotional leaders
of the Cincinnati defense.

“You can’t even dream that one up,”
said Hubbard, who grew up in Cincin-
nati and played at Ohio State. “That was
a tough-fought game with a lot of ad-
versity. To be the guy to come through
is an amazing feeling.”

STOCK DOWN

Kicker Evan McPherson missed his
fifth extra point this season.

INJURIES

There has been no word on wheth-
er injuries to Williams and right guard
Alex Cappa (ankle) will end their sea-
sons. Williams was seen in the locker
room after the game with a crutch and
soft cast on his leg.

KEY NUMBER

106 Combined rushing yards
by the Bengals in consecutive games
against Baltimore.

NEXT STEPS

Cincinnati travels to play the Bilis
three weeks after Buffalo safety Dam-
ar Hamlin went into cardiac arrest on
the field at Paycor Stadium on Jan. 2,
lcading to the cancellation of the teams’
regular-season game.

“It’{l be another juice game,” Bengals
safety Jessie Bates III said. “We tend to
do well on the road late when it’s cold,
so we'll be ready.”

e Cavs

Continued from Page B1

year. for sure.”
Evan Mobley added 19

buckled down on de-
fense and Garland went to

to play and they proven
they’re capable.” he said.

points as Cleveland im-
proved to 19-4 at home.

The Pclicans were once
again without stars Zion
Williamson {strained
hamstring) and Brandon
Ingram (bruised toe) due
to injuries. New Orleans
has managed to stay com-
petitive  despite missing
46 points per game from
those two.

C.J. McCollum scored
25 and and Jonas Valan-
ciunas had 22 and 13 re-
bounds for the Pelicans,
who went 2-3 on a five-
game. 1 0-day trip.

“We've not been lucky
with injuries.” Valanci-
unas said. “We're miss-
ing really important guys.
missing our core. It's been
tough. but we can’t feel
sorry for ourselves. You
have to keep pushing and
try to play through it.”

McCollum has had to
carry the scoring load
with Williamson and In-
gram out. He only had
four points at half before
scoring 14 in the third
guarter to help the Peli-
cans carry a lead into the
fourth.

That's when the Cavs

work.

1 just tried to be ag-
gressive.” Garland said.

Allen has seen Garland
take a major step forward
in his fourth season.

“He's definitely a lot
more confident in his
role.” Allen said. "He's
telling us where to be.
Making sure his bigs are
in the right spots so we
can help him out. He's
facilitating the offense. In
timeouts he’s talking.

“Obviously. he’s an
amazing player on the
court but off the court
there are a lot more things
that have elevated.”

MINUTE BY MIN-
UTE

While guard Ricky Ru-
bio’s return from knee
surgery is a major posi-
tive for the Cavs, it also
presents some challenges
for Bickerstaff. who must
balance getting him play-
ing time at the expense of
other reserves.

He’s tinkering with ro-
tation combinations, and
that may mean someone’s
going to iose minutes.

“Sometimes it’s frus-

trating. all the guys want

“But sometimes they ali
can’t.”

TIP-INS

Pelicans: Williamson
has missed the past sev-
en games, and the team
hasn’t given a firm time-
table on his return due to
the unpredictable nature
of his injury. ... Ingram
has only played in 15
games after missing 27
last season. ... G/F Herb
Jones (lower back bruise)
missed his third game in
a row.

Cavaliers: Rubio
played 17 minutes in
his first home game in
386 days. F Kevin
Love. whose name will
undoubtedly surface in
upcoming trade specu-
lation because of his ex-
piring contract, has been
in a prolonged shooting
slump. He went O of 4
on 3-pointers and is 3 of
21 from long range in his
past six games. ... F Dean
Wade (sprained shouider)
was close to returning af-
ter missing more than a
month, but recently rolled
his ankle when he stepped

‘on someone’s foot during

a 1-on-1 drill in rehab.
UP NEXT
Pelicans: Host Miami
on Wednesday,
Cavaliers: At Memphis
on Wednesday.

163 Market Sireet, II-."l'!l.'L..:l'.-T: :

adversity. We’ve handled some adversity this season,
but this 1s our first big success, beating a really good,
well-coached team. We didn’t respond well to that at
times and we have to do a better job of that moving

forward.”

Along with the back-court duo of Jackson and An-
derson evenly divided 52, Coleman added 15.

“I thought we were aggressive (Monday) and not
just defensively, but offensively, 100,” Wojcik said.
“We attacked their pressure. Our motto is ‘if someone
presses us, we're thinking layups and dunks.’™

Reeves paced a balanced South with 23 points.
Aiden Blake chipped in with 16, while Plotner donat-
ed 14 and Cyrus Traugh finished with 11, but nine of

those came in the first half.

“Playing in an environment like this, against a
quality team, is good for us,” Fallon said. “In the big
scheme of things, it means nothing, but it’s a (game)
that can pay off for us down the road, if we go back

and learn from it.”

e Stroud

Continued from Page B1

which Stroud threw
four TD passes.

The 21-year-old was
a Heisman Trophy fi-
nalist in both seasons.
He amassed more than
8.000 passing yards and

threw 85 touchdowns.
He is the holder of 16
school offensive records.

Kyle McCord and
Devin Brown are expect-
ed to compete for the
starting QB job in 2023.

e OVAC

Continued from Page B1

only team with three
No. 1 seeds. They are de-
fending champion Bradyn
Lucas (144) who won
at 138 last vear; Noah
White (120} and James-

on Maynard (1635). Lucas.

was also a state titlist last
winter, while White was
runnerup at 106 in the
OVAC and state.

“I like where our guys

re.” Leggett said in ref-

erence to the seedings
which were released
Monday night during a
press conference inside
the downtown arena.
*You've still got to go
out and wrestle. though.
no matter where you are
seeded.”

Several other coaches
echoed his thoughts.

“I told our kids that
the seeds don’t really
matter,” Indian Creek’'s
Brandon Pendleton said.
“The coaches decide the
seeds but you have to per-
form and live up to them
or above them.”

Barnesville’s  Jayson
Stephen said the same
thing.

“It's a tournament
where you have to go out
and perform to the best of
your abilities,” he said.
“There’s no excuses, no
regrets.”

“We've got a lot of kids
that have wrestled here
before, so, hopefully that
helps.” Martins Ferry's
Chad Ware noted. “It’s
definitely a tough three
days.”

Other returning cham-
pions inciude Oak Glen’s

Logan Davis (113}
Barnesville's Dakota
King (132); Steuben-

ville’s Brody Saccoccia

{132); Indian Creek’s
Dom Paterra (157):
University’'s Luca Fe-

lix (175) and Harrison
Central’s Lucas Thomas

k  tlers listed on the

{304y 232-517

(215)

Dr. Dan Doyle, who
will preside over his final
OVAC Ron Mauck Tour-
nament as director. said if =»
King and Saccoccia are
in the finals, Saturday’s
championships will start
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Traugh 5 (4) 11 St 3, 040 8: Plomer 5. 45 19, Blaxe 5
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OVAC Seeds
iop 12 seeds i ath it olass, U-Tlhﬁ.n
allemala, 'aﬂ‘ewiglam'llalov.ﬁ Fon Mauck

e below

106-1 Mason Smums (Weds). 2. Pepoer Martn Usw)
3. Havly {WL): 4.Jobnathan Hunlsman (Bam; 5
COI'mPhHDs(PS)’E Aien Anderson (OGI 7 Brock Pend:
elon (IC): 8. Justoce Fisher B} 9. Trlan Eckies (ELY. 10.
Vyait Hostutder (Weks). 71, Gavin Bolock [ULY; 12. Jaseph
Rae (Brk|. A-Davit Proctor iMF)

113-Logan Oawss {0GI; 2 Tnsten Rosster [Shen| 3
Zanger Viard (M 4. Jase Mahoney (MF). 3 Geant Vasey
{Bet 6. BroaeEmery[J-n) 7. Chns Warnck {BL): & Noah
Keen (Camb); 8. Macxizh Glaudi {PS!: 10. Aiden Dentz BL):
11. Cocy Welch (Caloy 12. Ausun Sponger {EDY; A-Domun.
Harer iMag]

3201, Nozh VWhite [V/Px 2. Dylan Vars (VF); 3. Bodty

Buchheit {BAL): 4. Kaden (); 5. Cotion

g Gllesp
{Univ): 6. Ethes Sompert (Steud 7. B Laze (Dovl: &

Jack Fioe (Mac), 9. Wyatt Wolznskd {OG): 1C. Tritan Palmas
{BLY: 11. Liogen Prtman (EOY: 12. Bavion Rese (Camb: A-

at 138 pounds and cycle lnbossirs

back to 132 as the final,
and featured, bout.

“That’s the way it
should be. The King boy
is ranked No. 1 in Divi-
sion 111 and the Saccoccia ¢
boy is No. 2 in Division
II, which somebody told
me is the deepest weight
class in the state.” Doyle
said.

In addition to Wheel-
ing Park’s trio of top
seeds, others receiving
top billing in their weight
classes are Wellsville's
Mason Simms {106):
Davis  (113), White
(120); John Marshail’s
Ethan Cook (126); King
(132); Barnesville’s Sky-
ler King (138). Lucas
(144); University’s Da-
kota Hagedorn (150); In-
dian Creek’s Dom Paterra
(157); Maynard (165);
Felix (175); Parkersburg
South’s Robert Shock-
ey (190); Thomas (215)
and River’s Marshall Bier
(283).

Defending champion
Barnesville (8 seeds) and
Martins Ferry (7) shouid
battle back-and-forth
for the Class 3A crown.
while defending champ
Beaver Local (7), Indian
Creek (8) and Oak Glen
(9) should compete in
4A. The Class 1A/ZA
race is between defending
champ Cameron (6) and
Southern Local (3).

Besides Wheeling
Park, Parkersburg South
and University in Class
5A, John Marshall (7)

and  Steubenville (8)
could make some noise.
PIN FALLS

- Thirty-five of the 43
schools had at least one

| seeded wrestler.

- There are 452 wres-
14
brackets.

- There are 23 pigtail
matches scheduled for

Thursday night.

- The three-day event
is honoring its late name-
sake - Ron Mauck - in a
variety of ways. accord-
ing to Doyle.

&

126-1. Ethan Coo {JM), 2. Oraxe Xanyuch (Shenj; 3.
Slaton Petit (Cam): 4. Pedro Garcaa (Dov): 5. Bracy Roberls
fi?:ss‘:ﬂ:ge (S0 sl% m( E‘i&f

iden Spahlinger (SL):9. Er (Bri: 10. Adan
Hendneks (IC): 1. CJ Dty (0G); 12. Lueea Troudos (il
A-Conner Graser (Unw)

1321, Dawota Ku'-g 1Bamy; 2. Brocy Saccoetia (Steud!
3 Kayten Lami {OG); 4. Cane: Paviey (Unwi 5. Carter Ace

s {M): 5. Lucas Zomboi (Mag). 7 Tye Rambg (Wes) 8
Logan Dentz (BLY. 9 Jonathan (MFJ; 0. Anggew
Cax (HC). 11, Derek Sandy (PS) 12. Jacob Berg (VLY
A-TKai Jett ED)

138-Siyler King (Barmy, Ayan Marin (PS), 3. Ca) Bea-
ding{Steub); 4 Adam Caman (WP 5. Jsaat Sands (VIC).6
hason Aberts Bt 7. Payton Neely (Cam); 8. Clayton Myers
{Camb): 9 Wl Angelozzr ‘Unwvl: 10 Brody Myers (UL, 13,
LFel:anr.' Lopez (HC!: 12, Grifen Keni [Linj: A-Austin Powed

T44-Bracyn Lucas [YPy 1. .udo:h?«w(ﬂov 3l
gan Tague {Bam); 4. Ashton Hoge |Carm: 3. Nathan Mursby
{BS): 6. Zach McKeever ISTCY 7, Shann Young {Wer! §
Gamet Sponn (Mowny: 9. Doman Salsberny (ELY 10 Gavin
Pownall {IC): 1. Jay McKenpe {Unw): 12. Sevana Lopez
{HC}; A-Cale Benget (Cale)

180-1. Dakola Hagedom (Unw): 2. Reese Sigpnes
idar); 3. Qumion Velas (WPY: 4. CJ Spencer (IC): 5. Savier
Faulks (Steuo); 6. Pyan Yarg LMy, T Maidiya Powell (P33 B.
Braxton Bameti {Shen; & Shayden Fogie (MF): 10. Nathaniei
Bashalter (Ln); 11, Damenyon Brown (STC, 12 Delbert Van
Tassell Cam) A-Myray Stewart{FF

157-1 Dominic Frezza {IC); 2. Dom Pareer (Univ|. 3
Aycen King (Bamy; 4. Kyle Wheeler (PSY: 5. Hun'er Biinger
(HC): 6. Michael Heath (0GY, 7 Peyion Py'e 1Bpll: 8. Malaw
Viashington AWP); 9. Kad Smmons (Steun) 10 Stone Duon
{FF): 31, Jordan Davis (Magy 12. Anthony Baldo (JM), A-
Waﬂlgw?m Maynatt (WP 2 Braxion Disgopolsi

1 Jareson Maynar
{0GY: 3. Kiypsan Walace (JM): &, Gabe Blissendach (SL); 5.
iyt Brady (WC): 6. Jason Wilams (VL) 7 Jobnny MeFare
1anG (MF), 8. Ethan VWaggoner (ED); 9. Gameit Moore {Brx):
10 ColbyLanglevlCalci) 11 Mathan Visherger (STCY; 12
Karson Mihoan (Bam; A-Ryan Chafing (8vL)

1751 Luce Febe (Une) 2. Adam Anged {Cam): 3
George Huisey (MF); 4. Ethan | lemelvn [IC}: 5 Gabe Morgan
BV} 6 Aden Stahler (¥LI; 7 Wyatt Moms (SL) 6. Cole
Middeion (PST: 9 Nen Wemner funi 10 Gavin Moore (Bre):
‘&jm Ron}%Niowam} 12. Joey Bargansij (OG): A-henael

1]

190-1. Fobert Shocaey (PS ' 2. Tuler Wise (Bri): 3. £
Wikams (EL: 4 Marshal sayre {Caidy 5, Luke McMiBion £C;
6. Greg Savers (0G): 7 Alex Finsley (MF). 8. Gage Hawking
{Weir: 9 Jacob Wafker (STC); 10. Gavn Washington (VP
13, Kane Curran (BvL): 12. Jackson Pate [Unv); A-Vilam
Fiosison (S81

215-lucas Thomas (HC): 2 Brack Kebles fUnwg; 3
Enck Brathers Jr (WP ¢ Jonathan Badey (ELY, . lsaac
Margn (WC): 6. Jamison Stles {EDJ: 7. Avden Moms (PS):
8. Srayden Strawn (A, 8 Spenser Cstovich (Steubl; 10.
Landon Takr (Linj: 11, Carsos Cline (Shen): 12 Kanyr
Amsirong (VL)

2851, Marsnall Ber (Any 2. Lanoen’ho'nasthJ 3
Zane McCoy (BvLY, 4 Ediah Lewehvn (IC1; 5. Javin Harper
(Stewby; §. Pvder Hasbgs (Unv). 7 Hunier Mears (WP 8.
Gunvar Bryan (Camy 3. Eryeen Arthur (PS1 10, Anoerson
Paian (Linj; 1. Joe Tristano (Dov): 12. Logan Fry (STC
A-Matsy Wright (J)

Sportson TV
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NEA BASKETBALL
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TNT - Philadeipta at LA Clippets
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Bpm.
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Two Top Wrestlers Out Of Tournament |

Already; Event Begins Thursday Night
Wheeling Park Is Defending Overall, Class 5A Champion

By KIM NORTH Wheeling Park head coach Brian Leggett said. “We
Staff Writer are still confident that we can accomplish what we did |l

WHEELING - It’s only Tuesday but there’s big last year. We are wrestling really well at this time.”
news already coming from the 69th annual OVAC  While West Virginia Class AAA powers Park-
Ron Mauck Wrestling Championships, ersburg South and University each have a
which get underway on Thursday night at |NS|DE tournament-best dozen wrestlers seeded in
6 inside WesBanco Arena with its colorful the top 12 of their respective weight class-

Olympic-style opening ceremonies. «TheTop 12  es, Leggett’s Patriots - who have 9 - are the
One returning champion and another wres-  seeds in each  only team with three No. 1 seeds. They are |
tler that placed third will not be competing  weight class  defending champion Bradyn Lucas (144)

who won at 138 last year; Noah White (120) (2
Parkersburg South’s Gage Wright, who won at and Jameson Maynard (165). Lucas was also

170 last year and is nationally ranked, would’ve a state titlist last winter, while White was run-

been one of eight returning champions when the tourna- ner up at 106 in the OVAC and state.

ment kicks off at 6 o'clock. However, he suffered a foot ~ “I like where our guys are,” Leggett said in refer-

njury recently that has sidelined him. ence to the seedings which were released Monday §
lWheel:ng Park, lhﬁ(:j del;}endml;gi overallll and3(321ass SAd night during a press conference inside the downtown Photo by Kim North

titlists, also sustained a huge blow when 132-pound arena.

Jack Lowe, a third-placer last year and a state runner ~ “You’ve still got to go out and wrestle, though, no ;2::% "é'gtﬁeﬁ,ﬁﬁgngé\?p\%f t%%r? uﬁfuﬁcuovﬁ'%%tm;

up, has come down with mononucleosis and is out.  matter where you are seeded.” Championships as Dr. Dan Doyle, left, is_stepping
“Losing Jack is a blg blow but 1 feel we have kids Several other coaches echoed his thOUghtS. down from his role as director and Shane Shaffer, is

capable of stepping in there and competing well,” Please see WRESTLERS, Page 10 taking over.

this weekend due to injury and sickness. are listed/11

Linsly Wins MLK Classic
Game Agalnst Sout

Victory Could Be Key I8
In OVAC 3A Chase

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING - The cutoff date for the
annual OVAC Basketball Tournament is
quickly approaching and most recently
released standings show defending Class
3A champion Linsly sitting in the fifth
spot.

The Cadets can expect a boost in the
next standings, however.

Seemingly playing with a purpose
and fire that Dave Wojcik had hoped to
see, Linsly picked up a pivotal confer-
ence victory, 84-78, against Parkersburg
South Monday evening in the finale of the
inaugural MLK Classic held at the Stifel
Fieldhouse.

“In my short time here (at Linsly), this
is probably one of our bigger wins,” Wo-
jcik said. “Our guys did an unbelievable
Jjob of trusting each other.”

Linsly (7-5) wasted no time in assert-
ing itself. It held a 19-12 lead after one,
but the Patriots were within a bucket at
halftime, which set the stage for an enter-
taining second half.

“Linsly’s kids were more excited about
the game than we were,” South head
coach Mike Fallon said. “They beat us. I
think they wanted it more and it showed.”

The third quarter was back and forth as
proven by the eight lead changes and four
ties.

i’ﬂ"ﬁm . g

o I

: Photo by Seth Staskey
Linsly's Gavin Jackson (3) drives past a Parkersburg South player
during Monday night's game during the MLK Classic inside the Stifel

Please see LINSLY, Page 10 Gymnasium on the Linsly campus. The Cadets won, 84-78.

Wheelmg Park Girls Steamroll Tr|n|ty

Patriots Capture Ninth Consecutive Victory While Improving To 12-1

By BUBBA KAPRAL stretched a 14-point lead at the initial break to a 45-23
For The Intelligencer halftime advantage. Young's charges were never threat-

WHEELING — It is safe to say that Wheeling Park ened thereafter.
is on a roll. “We showed nice offensive balance today having four

The Lady Patriots steamrolled another quality victim players in double figures. We shot the ball really well
Monday afternoon in the inaugural Martin = 7— and this is not the easiest place to shoot,”
Luther King. Jr. Classic on the campus of 3 | Young said.

Linsly School. demolishing Washington, 5 | “We beat a good team today. I never ex-
Pa.-based Trinity, 74-44. i pected such a lopsided score.”

Coach Ryan Young’s potent arsenal was | Park is well known for its relentless full-
on full display as the well-balanced win- |4 w8 court pressure. Young altered his defensive
ners placed four players in double figures e HE strategy against the Hillers, relying rather
while draining 11 treys on the day. Park’s i1 | on a half-court man-to-man matchup.
hjoh octane attack had the outcome decided | A I It was a wise move, paying suffocating

Are We Being
Too Hard On
West Virginia?

MORGANTOWN — This will probably
sound like a strange question to you. SO you
will have to bear with me.

I am neither crazy nor senile, despite my
advanced age.

And yes, [ am aware that West Virgin-
ia currently is riding a five-game losing
streak all conference games, with a rug-
=— ged week ahead of it
'- . | with AP No. 14 TCU

| and No. 10 Texas
a coming into the Coli-

S seum this Wednesday
i\ and Saturday.
~%  But anyway. here
ol goes the question: Are

% B we all being too hard
BOBHERTZEL on the Mountaineers?
WV News Hear me out.

According to the
Associated Press Top 25 that came out on
Monday, WVU has played three of the na-
tion’s top § teams. four of the top 13 and
five of the top 21.

And by the time this week is over and the
TCU and Texas games are history. WVU
will have played one-third of the nation’s top
21 teams — No. 2 Kansas, No. 3 Purdue,
No. 7 Texas, No. 8 Xavier, No. 13 Kansas
State, No. 14 TCU and No. 21 Baylor.

That’s like a boxer having matches
with All, Frazier, Liston, Foreman, Louis,
Dempsey and Rocky (take your pick, Mar-
ciano or Balboa).

You are going to come out of it a little
punch drunk, and that’s where WV is at it
stands at 10-7 and at the bottom of the Big
12 standings.

“It’s the hardest league in America, it’s
the best league in Amenca. Anything you
look at has it that way ... and we have the
fourth toughest schedule in the country to
date,” Huggins said in his Monday media
session.

It wasn’t said as an excuse, not even as an
explanation of what’s happening.

It was just stating reality.

To win in the Big 12, you have to have
everything going for you and WVU hasn’t
had that. Early on it was turnovers, now
it’s free throws. Fix one thing, another
goes bad.

It’s that and the fact that getting a team
together almost from scratch in the portal
era has been far more difficult than Huggins
imagined.

He noted that he got a call from his for-
mer player Joe Mazzulla, now coaching the
Boston Celtics, on Monday night.

“Joe loves West Virginia. He loves the



by finishing a 15-play.
80-yard drive by circling
left end for a 1-yard TD
run on fourth down,

The Dallas quarter-
back expanded the lead
to 18-0 with an I 1-yard
TD throw to Schuliz,
then threw 2 yards to
Michael Gallup for a
24-point lead ecarly in
the third quarter. It could
have been 28-0 if not for
Maher missing all four
extra points.

Prescott’s  last  TD
pass. an |8-yarder to
CeeDee Lamb. put the

Cowboys: TE Pey-
ton Hendershot (thigh)
left the game in the first
quarter. ... T Jason Pe-
ters (hip) limped off in
the second quarter and
did not return.

Buccaneers: C Ryan
Jensen was activated
from injured reserve to
the active roster after
missing the entire reg-
ular season with a knee
injury suffered on the
second day of training
camp.

He was immediately
inserted into the starting

FYTRIT VT

turned up the pressure,
with Rust getting his first
goal since Dec. 22 thanks
to a pretty backhand feed
from Guentzel in front
that gave Rust a wide-
open net to shoot at.

“We didn’t have any
doubt,” Rust said. “I think
everybody had that mind-
set. Guys talking on the
bench, "Hey, we're going
to get this one. Keep dig-
ging. Keep pushing. Let’s
get this to overtime and
then we’ll win it there.’
And that’s exactly what
we did.”

The Ducks had the first

[ et - B
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for Pittsburgh. DeSmith
stopped 26 shots to win for
just the second time in his
last seven starts.

Rickard Rakell had
three assists in his first
game against the Ducks.
for whom he played 550
games to start his career
before being traded to
Pittsburgh last season.

Adam Henrique scored
his 14th of the season
for Anaheim. Gibson, a
Pittsburgh native, played
well in his return to his
hometown. He stopped
42 shots but didn’t have
an answer for Guentzel’s

game, where we're at as
a team,” Anaheim coach
Dallas Eakins said. “We
played a hell of a game.
We were opportunistic
when we needed to be. ...
Obviously, in overtime,
you have your chance at
one end. If you don’t put
it in, you know it’s com-
ing back the other way.”
Anaheim is destined
for the NHL draft lottery.
The Penguins have been
postseason regulars for the
better part of two decades.
Yet Piusburgh has
reached the season’s
midway point struggling

helped. Their absence has
dampened  Pitisburgh’s
firepower and contribut-
ed to a sluggish stretch
in which goals have been
hard to cotne by.

“We're asking a lot of
some guys right now,”
Sullivan said. “*We're
putting them in positions
where they’re probably
not comfortable, but it’s
out of necessity.”

UP NEXT

Penguins: Begin a
home-and-home  series
with Ottawa when they
visit the Senators on
Wednesday.

“iCowboys up 31-6 with lineup.
10:13 remaining. UP NEXT
Little came easy this Cowboys: At San

Francisco next Sunday
in the divisional round.
Buccaneers: The wait
begins to learn if Brady
will retire, return for a
fourth season with Tam-
pa Bay or sign with an-
other club in free agen-

cy.

season for the Bucs., just
the fourth team in NFL
history to make the play
offs with a losing record
in a non-strike vear.
While Brady broke
his own league record
for completions in a
season and ranked third

PaRK
(Continued from I"age 9)

“Tam guiie pleased with our half-court defense to-
day.” Young noted. "We have been working on it and
1 thought today would be a'good day to get a good
look at it. We also will be piaying three games in a
span of five days.”

Sophomore dynamo Lala Woods paced the Lady
Patriot attack with 16 points. Sophomore sharpshooter
Alexis Bordas was excellent support with 15 counters
while junior Jillian Huffman and classmate Natalie
Daugherty delivered 13 and 11 tallies. respectively.

Moreover. senior stalwart Sophie Abraham netted
nine points while promising freshman Seneca Heller
produced six lightings.

Senior Eden Williamson topped Trinity with 11
points. Junior Maddy Roberts added 10 tailies.

Park’s 24-10 first-quarter getaway was fueled by
Daugherty (six points). Huffman (five points} and
Woods (five points). Abraham and Bordas kept the
onslaught going in the sccond quarter with seven and
Six points, respectively.

Six more Huffman points and five from Bordas
pushed Park’s upper hand to 62-33 after three quar-
ers

“We are playing at a high level right now.” Young
said. “This 1s the time of year you want (o be playing
at vour best or close to your best. Hopefully. we can
maintan it. If so. we are capable of accomplishing a
lot of big things.

“I would also like to thank Linsly for putting on
such a nice cvent. honoring what Martin Luther King
Jr. meant to this country.” he continued. *1 am a his-
tory teacher. | appreciate what Dr. King did during
his Iifetime. He passionately championed a cause and
paid the ultimate sacrifice.”

. ABBA Mania
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LinsLy ————— -
{Continued from Page 9)

Linsly's Gavin Jackson caught fire. scoring 12 of
his 26 in the period. Austin Reeves fueled the Patriots
with 10 in the third, including a six-of-six effort from
the foul line.

The biggest issue Linsly faced entering the fourth
quarter was foul trouble. Jackson found himself with
four fouls and firmly planted on the bench.

South was unable to capitalize. Actually, Linsly’s

_ Carter Anderson and Nate Colernan along with the

help of John Paul Jones and Jonah Vaysbakh, off the
bench. the Cadets extended the lead to as many as 13.

“When Gavin had to sit the first four minutes, in-
stead of the lead staying (the same), our bench extend-
ed the lead, which was huge,” Wojcik said. “Gave me
more option and freedom to keep him on the bench
longer and save him.”

South, which is ranked second in the state of West
Virginia’s Class AAAA, demonstrated plenty of re-
solve. It wasn’t about to let the Cadets puli totally
away.

Thanks to a swarming pressure that led to several
Linsly turnovers, a technical foul on the Cadets, and
solid inside play of Nathan Plotner, the Patriots reeled
off 11 unanswered to make it a 78-76 game with still
1:40 to vlay.

Senior Nathan Coleman. who caught an impressive
lob dunk in transition during the first quarter, turned
away a South shot on back-to-back trips in a one-pos-
session game.

“Nate is a really good defender and had two, big
blocks that were crucial.” Wojcik said.

Linsly was able to control a rebound and stretched

HarD

(Continued from Page 9)

But if anything hit home it was
when Mazzulla noted what made the
Final Four team special, other than
Da’Sean Butler’s clutch plays.

“The one thing he said was ‘We
had the advantage of playing together
all those years.”” Huggins said.

“Albeit. John Beilein played one
way. we played another, but they ali
played together. They knew each oth-
er.

“With the advent of the portal and
freedom of movement, it’s a different

together.”

game. {t's going to take some time for
people to adjust. The people who are
winning are the ones who have been

Huggins truly believes he’ll get this
fixed and that they aren’t far away,
something that was echoed by Tre
Mitchell after the one-point loss o
Oklahoma on Saturday.

“Being a guy that has been in a sim-
ilar situation as far as being a new guy
on a team with a bunch of new trans-
fers (at Texas), I've seen what hap-

the margin back out by 13 of 19 from the line in the
fourth. Vaysbakh was solid at the line, calmly making
five of six and Anderson, who also finished with 26
points. scored half of those in the fourth.

Though the Cadets held on to win. the fact that two
players were whistled for technicals didn’t sit well
with their head coach, especially when you consider
both followed foul calls when South was in the dou-
ble bonus, meaning it shot four and got the ball out of
bounds.

“It was emotion.” Wojcik said. “One thing I talked
to the guys about is being able to handle success and
adversity. We’ve handied some adversity this season.
but this is our first big success, beating a really good,
well-coached team. We didn’t respond well to that at
times and we have to do a better job of that moving
forward.”

Along with the back-court duo of Jackson and An-
derson evenly divided 52, Coleman added 15.

“T thought we were aggressive (Monday) and not
just defensively, but offensively, too,” Wojcik said.
“We attacked their pressure. Our motto is ‘if someone
presses us, we're thinking layups and dunks.™™

Reeves paced a balanced South with 23 points.
Aiden Blake chipped in with 16, while Plotner donat-
ed 14 and Cyrus Traugh finished with 11. but nine of
those came in the first half.

“Playing in an environment like this, against a
quality team, is good for us,” Fallon said. "In the big
scheme of things, it means nothing, but it’s a (game)
that can pay off for us down the road. if we go back
and learn from it.”

pens.” Mitchell said. “"Off the court,
we gel perfectly. We're friends, arm
and arm 24/7. On the court. we're
so talented that everybody thinks it’s
their turn.

“We need to start understanding
that it could be anybody's night any
given night. The reality of the situa-
tion is if you are not going offensively
that night, you can impact the game in
a different way. You can get the ball
into the hands of someone who is hot
that night.

WRESTLERS ——
{Continued from Page 9)

“Uniglobe.

1165 Market Street, Wheeling -

" $189.per person

E Time fanshppping before dinner and
_evenunp pecformance of ABBA Mania
- Feanuring all of ABBA' hits

5 Pl
_ yowknow, andilove,, ¢

QOtio Vatley Travel
(304) 232-5171

helE g

St. Clair Cleaners
16 N Sugar St., St. Clairsville = 740-695-

Glo-Tone Cleaners

118 Edginglon Ln,. Whesling » 304-242-

YOUR' BOOTS PESERVE
THE FINEST CARE ' &
Let us help your boots look new from;
the rain and coming winte_r weathg

804 Bond Ave.. Barnesville » 740-425-3101
. 2221 Kakonal Rd., Wheeling « 304-242-4770

www.glotone-stccleaners.com

o
TN,
A

_fr

3100

6697

[

“I told our kids that
the seeds don’t really

- matter.,” Indian Creek’'s

Brandon Pendleton said.
“The coaches decide the
seeds but you have to
perform and live up to
them or above them.”

Barnesville’s  Jayson
Stephen said the same
thing.

“lt's a tournament
where you have to go out
and perform to the best of
your abilities,” he said.
“There’s no excuses, no
regrets.”

“We've got a lot of
kids that have wrestled
here before. so, hopefully
that helps.” Martins Fer-
ry’'s Chad Ware noted.
“It's definitely a tough
three days.”

Other returning cham-
pions include Oak Glen's
Logan Davis (113);
Barnesville’s Dakota
King (132); Steuben-

&

ville’s Brody Saccoccia
(132); Indian Creek’s
Dom Paterra (157); Uni-
versity's Luca Felix (175)
and Harrison Central’'s
Lucas Thomas (215).

Dr. Dan Doyle, who
will preside over his final
OVAC Ron Mauck Tour-
nament as director, said if
King and Saccoccia are
in the finals, Saturday’s
championships will start
at 138 pounds and cycle
back to 132 as the final,
and featured, bout.

“That's the way it
should be. The King boy
is ranked No. 1 in Divi-
sion [II and the Saccoccia
boy is No. 2 in Division
11, which somebody told
me is the deepest weight
class in the state.” Doyle
said.

In addition to Wheel-
ing Park’s trio of top
seeds, others receiving
top billing in their weight

classes are Wellsville's
Mason Simms (106). Da-
vis (113); White (120),
John Marshall’s Ethan
Cook (126): King (132);
Bamesvitle's Skyler King

(138); Lucas (144);
University’s Dakota
Hagedorn (150). Indi-

an Creek’s Dom Paterra
(157). Maynard (165}
Felix (175); Parkersburg
South’s Robert Shock-
ey (190). Thomas (215)

and River's Marshall Bier
(285).
Defending champion

Barnesville {8 seeds) and
Martins Ferry (7) should
battle back-and-forth
for the Class 3A crown,
while defending champ
Beaver Local (7), Indian
Creek (8) and Oak Glen
(9) should compete in
4A. The Class 1A/ZA
race is between defending
champ Cameron (6) and
Southern Local (3).

g

Besides Wheeling Park,
Parkersburg South and
University in Class 5A,
John Marshall (7) and
Steubenville (8) could
make some noise.

PIN FALLS

- Thirty-five of the 43
schools had at least one
seeded wrestler.

- There are 452 wres-
tlers listed on the 14
brackets.

- There are 23 pigtail
matches scheduled for
Thursday night.

- The three-day event
is honoring its late name-
sake - Ron Mauck - ina
variety of ways. accord-
ing to Doyle.

- Saturday’s champi-
onship finals are once
again scheduled for 4
p.m.. following the an-
nouncement of the pres-
tigious Mr. Mat award,
along with several other
award presentations.
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