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OVAC Ron Mauck Wresﬂing Tourney canceled

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

WHEELING - Due to the recent an-
nouncement by West Virginia Gov. Jim
Justice thas delayed the start of the high
school winter sports season in the state un-
til March 1, the Ohio Valley Athletic Con-
ference has been forced to cancel one of its

‘jewel’ events.

“With this start date for our West Virginia

schools and our Ohio schools into their state
tournament run we will be unable to hold
the OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Champi-
onships this season,” Tournament Director
Dr. Dan Doyle said Thursday afternoon via
telephone. “We knew that if either state as-
sociation made a move it would affect our
tournament. That’s what happened. It left us

with no window of opportunity.”

The 68th annual three-day event was
originally scheduled for mid-Janvary, 2021,

at least Jan. 11.

inside downtown Wheeling’'s WesBanco
Arena, but due to the global COVID-19
pandemic, it was reduced to two sessions
each on Saturday, Jan. 9 at the John Mar-
shall Fieldhouse and then on Saturday, Jan.
16 at WesBanco Arena. However, those
plans were scrapped when the Justice and
members of the West Virginia Secondary
Schools Activities Commission agreed to
delay winter sports in the Mountain State to

Plans were then made to have an cvent at
two sites on Saturday, Feb. 13, but that date
has also been canceled.

“If we know one thing, it is that plans will
change,” Doyle told those in attendance a
the prescason meeting in November.

Doyle did commend members of the
OVAC Wrestling Committee for their time
and diligence in working with this matter.

“I do want to extend my thanks to the

See, OVAC, Page D2

NEW ORLEANS (AP) - Justin
Fields threw six touchdown passes to
outshine Trevor Lawrence and No. 3
Ohio State avenged last season’s painful
College Football Playoff loss to Clemson
with a 49-28 victory in the Sugar Bowl
semifinal Saturday night.

The Buckeyes (7-0) head to the CFP
title game for the first time since the in-
augural playoff to face No. I Alabama
on Jan. 11 at Hard Rock Stadium in
South Florida. Ohio State beat the Crim-
son Tide in the semifinals on the way to
the 2014 national championship.

in a matchup of quarterback prodigies
from Georgia, Fields might have giv-
en the Jacksonville Jaguars something
to think about what do to with that first

pick in the NFL draft. Lawrence is the
presumptive No, 1, but Fields outplayed
him on this night, going 22 for 28 for
385 yards. He set a Sugar Bowl record
for TD passes and did it playing more
than half the game after taking a vicious
shot the side that forced him to miss a
play and spend time in the medical tent.

Lawrence was 33 for 48 for 400 yards
and three total touchdowns in what is
expected to be the junior’s final college
game. His final pass was intercepted, but
Clemson (10-2) went 34-2 in his starts
and won a national title when he was a
freshian.

The third meeting between Clemson
and Ohio State in the playoff, and fourth
bowl matchup since the 2013 season,

AP PHOTO

QHIO STATE running back Trey Sermon runs past Clemson safety Lannden Zanders during the first half of the
Sugar Bowl NCAA college football game Friday in New Orleans.

Buckeyes headed to Miami

* Fields, Sermon shine as Ohio State takes down Clemson

was a game the Buckeyes had been
pointing toward ever since a 29-23 loss
to Tigers in the Fiesta Bowl] last year.

That score was everywhere the Buck-
eyes turned in the Woody Hayes Athletic
Center in Columbus this year.

A chance for revenge was nearly de-
railed when the Big Ten canceled fall
football in August because of the pan-
demic. An abbreviated Big Ten season
caused more headaches, with the Buck-
eyes having three games canceled be-
cause of COVID-19 issues, including
their own outbreak.

The playoff committee still liked Ohio
State enough to put the Buckeyes in the
final four, despite much griping from

See, O8U, Page D2

pionship game in suburban Miami. against No.

No. 1 Alabama
cruises past

Notre Dame to
CFP title game

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — A truly untra-
ditional Rose Bowl setting, a very common re-
sult for Alabama in the College Football Playoff.

With Heisman Trophy finalists DcVonta
Smith and Mac Jones, the top-ranked Crimson
Tide rolled into its fifth CFP championship
game in SiX seasons.

Smith caught three of Jones® four touchidown
passes and Najee Harris ran for 125 yards with
a high-hurdling highlight in a 31-14 victory
over No. 4 Notre Dame in a CFP semifinal Rose
Bowl played inside about 1,400 miles from Pas-
adena, California.

“I don’t think there’s anything quite like the
Rose Bowl, the tradition, the setting. the moun-
tains. It’s just a phenomenal experience ... wish
our players had gotten that opportunity.” coach
Nick Saban said.

But Saban and the Tide (12-0, No. 1 CFP)
will take yet another win in the home of the
NFL's Dallas Cowboys, which the coach called
one of college football’s finest venues, and ad-
vancing again in the playoff.

The Tide earned a spot in the Jan, 11 ¢ham-

See, BAMA, Page D2

AP PHOTO
NOTRE DAME safety Shaun Crawford (20)
and others attempt to stop Alabama running
back Najee Harris (22).

Fridav in Allanta

'Cincinnati falls short in Peach Bowl

AP PHOTO
CINCINNATI WIDE receiver Alec Pierce third s
gets past Georgia defenders for a touch- with eight sacks.

down during the first half of the Peach Bowl

ATLANTA (AP) - Jack Podlesny

kicked a 53-yard field goal with three

seconds remaining, and No. 11 Georgia
handed No. 6 Cincinnati its only loss of
the season with a dramatic 24-21 victory
in the Peach Bowl on Friday.

Georgia trailed 21-10 in the fourth
quarter, but its defense clamped down on
Desmond Ridder and Cincinnati and JT
Daniels helped rally the Bulldogs with
his arm. Daniels finished with 392 yards
passing.

Podlesny’s third field goal was his lon-
gest of the season and gave Georgia a 22-
21 lead. Azeez Qjulari sacked Ridder for
a safety on the final play. It was Ojulari’s
third sack. Georgia tied a school record

Ridder completed 24 of 37 passes for
206 vards and two touchdowns. Jerome

Ford added a career-long 79-yard touch-
down run early in the second half but it
wasn't enough for the Bearcats.

Cincinnati (9-1, No. 8 CFP) was mo-
tivated to use the Peach Bowl to gain
national respect. Coach Luke Fickell
wanted the Bearcats to be included in this
season’s playoff and he said it was an op-
porfunity to be judged evenly with Power
5 teams in the future.

Georgia (8-2, No. 9 CFP) won despite
running for only 45 yards.

Ridder threw a 14-yard touchdown
pass to Alec Pierce in the first quarter and
added an 1l-yard scoring pass to Josh
Wyle late in the first half.

Daniels, who energized the Bulldogs’
offense when he took over at quarterback
for the final three regular-season games,
overcame an intercention and a lost fum-

ble to lead the comeback.

Georgia’s defense helped fuel the rally.
Ridder fumbled on a sack by Ojulari, and
Adam Anderson recovered at the Bear-
cats 25, Zamir White’s 9-yard TD run
trimmed Cincinnati’s lead to 21-16, but
Daniels’ pass on the 2-point attempt was
incomplete.

Podlesny kicked a 32-yard field goal
with 6:43 remaining. On its next posses-
sion. Georgia coach Kirby Smart clected
to punt on a fourth-and-3 play from the
Georgia 43 with 3:07 remaining,.

Ridder ran for one first down before
the Bearcats punted with 1:28 remaining,
giving Georgia possession at its 20.

Daniels, who threw only one intercep-
tion while starting Georgia's last three
games, had turnover woes against the
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saId. FINGINE CALCNETS Can De anicut. 1
would say when I started playing baseball,
catching was kind of an afterthought. It's a
position that’s gone from not very athletic
to maybe the most athletic player on the
field.”

Proceeds of the event will go right back
into Foundations Baseball, which also spon-
sors weekly youth camps during the fall at
the Chambers 1-470 Complex.

“We're not running this as a fundraiser
for anyone,” Costain said. “We're going to
invest everything back into the Kids. We're
just trying to provide a service.”

Foundations Baseball has partnered with
the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference and
will present a $250 scholarship to an indi-
vidual. who attended the camp, at the Ban-
quet of Champions in May.

“Parterning with the OVAC brings cred-
ibility to the program.” Costain said, “We
have the players ~ present and future — of
the OVAC in mind with this type of event.”

Not all of the details of the scholarship
have been finalized.

“There will be an application process,
but more details will be coming on that in
the coming wecks and months,” Costain
said.

Along with the camp and t-shirt, there

COLERAL

WE HAVE BEEN DOING CARRYOUT SERVICE SINCE 1968..RIGHT TO Y

STORE HOURS:

Monday thru Friday 6am to 8pm
Saturday 7am to 8pm * Sunday %am to 6pm
Ohio Lotto Tickets Availablel

AcCOrdIng W LosLdl, U calnp is opell
1o baseball and softball players because the
“skillsets and drills transcend to both-{base-
ball and softball).”

“When you talk about things like block-
ing balls and throwing technique, they all
work hand in hand,” Costain said. “So far,
we do have some females signed up, 50
we're excited about that.”

Costain also has offered an open invita-
tion to area high school and youth coaches
to come to the camp. And depending upon
demand, he is thinking about offering a
question and answer for area coaches along
with the clinicians.

Obviously, in the current health climate
the world is in, Costain stresses that the
camp will be held safely under the guide-
lines and protocols established by Ohio
County Health Department and the High-
lands Sports Complex.

“We're at the mercy of the facility and
the facility is OK with hosting the event,”
Costain said. “Kids will have to wear a
mask into the facility and the coaches will
have to wear one, but when kids are partic-
ipating in drills and whatnot, they will not
have 1o wear a mask.”

More information on the camp can be
found at wheelingbaseball.com
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We reserve the right to corract

Notre Dame (10-2, No. 4 CFP), in football’s final four
for only the second time, has lost seven consecutive New

Year’s Six games since 2000.

Alabama scored TDs on its first three possessions, in-
cluding an 97-yard drive on which Harris leaped over
6-foot cornerback Nick McCloud just after crossing the
line of scrimmage, landed on both feet and then sprinted

for a 53-yard gain before getting run out of bounds.

“I don’t know why I'm surprised every time he does it.
I've seen it for three vears, but still, ‘Geez!,” tight end Mill-

er Forristall said.

] actually try to teach him not to do it, and it didn’t
work,” Saban said, laughing. “Anyway, for a big guy, it’s
pretty amazing that he can do that. He's kind of got a great
feel when a guy’s going to try to cut him. ... When he sees
that head go down, he’ll go over the top of them in a heart-

beat,”

Jones, who completed 25 of 30 passes for 297 yards,
threw a 12-yard TD to tight end Jahleel Billingsley on the

next play.

That came between drives when Smith, with 16 TD
catches his last seven games, turned short passes into scores
of 26 and 34 yards. Smith finished with seven catches for
130 yards, later adding a nifty toe-tapping 7-yarder in the

front corner of the end zone right on the pylon.

CFP officials moved the Rose Bowl because of
COVID-19 restrictions in California that would have
kept family - or any fans - from attending the game at
its normal home. There was a limited capacity crowd of

18,373 at AT&T Stadium, the home of the Dallas Cow-
boys, just a bit higher than attendance for the Cotton Bowi
game there two nights earlier when Oklahoma beat SEC

runner-up Florida 55-20.

It was another thud of a finish for the Fighting Irish af-
ter winning all 10 regular-season games, including a home

victory over Clemson.

But Notre Dame then lost 34-10 in the ACC title game

to the Tigers.

“Today was about making the plays. They made them
on the perimeter. Their skill players showed up today as
they have all year,” Irish coach Brian Kelly said."We bat-
tled. I thought we did some of the things that we wanted to

today but we simply didn’

Notre Dame lost 30-3 to Clemson in the CFP semifinal
Cotton Bowl two years ago at AT&T Stadium. It was the
first time the Irish had played Alabama since the Tide beat
them 42-14 in the BCS national championship game eight

$easons ago.

The Alabama defense kept quarterback Ian Book scram-

bling.

The winningest starting QB ever for the Irish at 30-5,
Book completed 27 of 39 passes for 229 yards and only

t make enough plays.”

his third interception in 353 attempts this season.
PERFECT AT COWS HOME

Alabama is 5-0 at AT&T Stadium, with a pair of con-
vincing CFP semifinal wins there. The Tide beat Michigan

State 38-0 in the Cotton Bowl five seasons ago.

THE TAKEAWAY

Notre Dame: The Fighting Irish have gone 32 seasons
since winning their last national title with a 12-0 record
under Lou Holtz in 1988, The Irish were down only 21-7
when they got the ball for the first time in the second half.
But any chance to get some momentum evaporated when
Book threw an interception when under pressure, and Ala-

bama furned that into another Smith’s third TD catch.

Alabama: The outcome wasn’t unexpected with the Tide
a three-TD favorite, but the 31 poinis were its fewest since
losing to Clemson 41-16 in the CFP title game two years
ago - aspan of 25 games. The 437 total yards were the
lowest since 414 against Missouri in the opener of this

pandemic-affected season
UP NEXT

Notre Dame goes into another offseason still trying to
figure out how to close the gap. The Irish play their 2021

season opener Sept. 5 at Florida State.
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Bearcats.

Daniels threw a first-guar-
ter interception and com-
mitted a key turnover deep
in Cincinnati territory in
the third quarter. Dan-
iels, scrambling on a sec-
ond-down play at the Bear-
cats 11, fumbled when hit
by Jarrell White, who also
was credited with a sack.
Defensive end Ethan Tuck-
ey recovered for Cincinnati.

A shanked 4-yard punt by
Georgia’s Jake Camarda set
up the Bearcats at the Bull-
dogs 42. Seven plays later,
Ridder’s 14-yard scoring
pass to Pierce gave Cincin-
nati a 7-0 lead.

After throwing an inter-
ception, Daniels regrouped
to throw a 16-yard touch-
down pass to George Pick-
ens for a 7-7 tie late in the
opening quarter.

THE TAKEAWAY

Cincinnati: Led by Rid-
der, the Bearcats answered
any doubts the Group of Five
team could match up against
Georgia, from the South-
eastern Conference. Ridder
frustrated Georgia’s defense
with his mobility. Ford used
his power to burst through
the line and his speed to out-
run the Bulldogs’ defense on
his 79-yard scoring run ear-
ly in the second half.

Georgia: White's TD run
in the fourth quarter was a
rare highlight for a rushing
attack that averaged only
1.9 yards on 24 camries. The
Bulldogs played without
backup running back James
Cook, who was with his
family followinga death.

INJURIES

Cincinnati’s  secondary
lost two AP second-team
All-America selections to
injuries: cornerback Ahmad
Gardner (back) and safety
James Wiggins (calf). Cin-
cinnati alsoc was without
running back Gerrid Doaks.

e OVAC ——

Continued from Page D1

members on the commit-
tee that put in the time and
effort developing a format
and a timeline (more than
once) in an attempt to have
a tournament for our stu-
dent-athletes,” he praised.
“We will name our dual
meet champions for the
2020-21 season based on
the dual rankings at the end
of the Wesl Virginia season.

“Coaches, good luck to
you and your wrestlers this
season.”

Ohio begins  sectional
tournament action on Feb-
ruary 22-27, with districts
on March 5-6 and the state
tournament March 12-14.

“This is the first time the
tournament has been totally
canceled.” Doyle said. “It
has been postponed or de-
layed to due to weather and ¢
flooding 2 few times, but
never totally canceled until
this year.”

He said plans are already
underway for the 2022,

“It’s a shame this had to
happen because the OVAC
tries our best to give kids
the opportunity to prepare
themselves for their respec-
tive state tournaments,”
Doyle concluded.

According to reports, this
years tournament was ex-
pected to be wide-open with
66 placers returning from
last year.

Parkersburg South s
the defending overall team
champion.
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File Photo by Kim North
Cameron’s Ian Bush, right, wrestles to an individual title at
last year’s OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Championships.

For Mid-January

By KIM NORTH
For the News-Register

WHEELING - Due to the
recent announcement by West
Virginia Gov. Jim Justice that de-
layed the start of the high school
winter sports season in the state
until March 1, the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference has been
forced to cancel one of its ‘jewel’
events.

“With this start date for our
West Virginia schools and our
Ohio schools into their state tour-
nament run we will be unable
to hold the OVAC Ron Mauck
Wrestling Championships this

afternoon via telephone. “We
knew that if either state associa-
tion made a move it would affect
our tournament. That’s what hap-
pened. It left us with no window
of opportunity.”

The 68th annual three-day
event was originally scheduled
for mid-January, 2021, inside
downtown Wheeling’s Wes-
Banco Arena, but dve to the
global COVID-19 pandemic, it
was reduced to two sessions each
on Saturday, Jan. 9 at the John
Marshall Fieldhouse and then on
Saturday, Jan. 16 at WesBanco
Arena. However, those plans
were scrapped when the Justice
and members of the West Virgin-
ia Secondary Schools Activities

at least Jan. 11.

Plans were then made to have
an event at two sites on Saturday,
Feb. 13, but that date has also
been canceled.

“If we know one thing, it is that
plans will change,” Doyle told
those in attendance at the presea-
son meeting in November.

Doyle did commend members
of the OVAC Wrestling Commit-
tee for their time and diligence in
working with this matter.

“l do want to extend my thanks
to the members on the committee
that put in the time and effort de-
veloping a format and a timeline
{more than once) in an attempt
to have a tournament for our stu-
dent-athletes,” he praised.

season,” Tournament Director

Commission agreed to delay win-

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

NEW ORLEANS — Justin Fields threw six
touchdown passes to outshine Trevor Law-
rence and No. 3 Ohio State avenged last sea-
son’s painful College Football Playoff loss to
Clemson with a 49-28 victory in the Sugar
Bowl semifinal Friday night.

The Buckeyes (7 0) head to the CFP title
game for the first time since the inaugural
playoff to face No. 1 Alabama on Jan. 11 at
Hard Rock Stadium in South Florida. Ohio
State beat the Crimson Tide in the semifinals
on the way to the 2014 national championship.

“Now we’ve got an opportunity to win the
whole thing, and then you’ve got an opportu-
nity to write cne of the best steries in college
football history,” Ohio State coach Ryan Day
said.

Ohio State Advances
To CFP Title Game

AP Photo

Ohio State quarterback Justin Fields runs past Clemson defensive tackle Tyler Davis during the first half of
the Sugar Bowl. The Buckeyes advanced to the CFP title game for th first time since the inaugural playoff.

Buckeyes Make Statement, Crush Clemson in Sugar Bowl

In a matchup of quarterback prodigies from
Georgia, Fields might have given the Jackson-
ville Jaguars something to think about what do
to with that first pick in the NFL draft. Law-
rence is the presumptive No. 1, but Fields out-
played him on this night, going 22 for 28 for
385 yards. He set a Sugar Bowl record for TD
passes and did it playing more than half the
game after taking a vicious shot the side that
forced him to miss a play and spend time in the
medical tent.

Lawrence was 33 for 48 for 400 yards and
three total touchdowns in what is expected to
be the junior’s final college game. His final
pass was intercepted, but Clemson (10-2) went
34-2 in his starts and won a national title when
he was a freshman.

Please see Ohio State, Page C4

By STEPHEN HAWKINS
AP Sports Writer
ARLINGTON. Texas — A trulv untraditional

’Bama Rolls to Rose Bowl Win

Please see Mauck, Page C2

AP File Photo
Michael McKenry is coming to the Ohlo Valley to host
a catcher’s camp at the Highlands Sports Complex.

McKenry To Host
Camp at Highlands

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

Michael McKenry spent seven seasons as a catcher
in the Major Leagues.

Suffice to say, he knows a thing or two about play-
ing the position.

The former Colorado Rockie, Pittsburgh Pirate
and St. Louis Cardinal is actually coming to the Ohio
Valley to host a catcher’s camp through ‘Founda-
tions Baseball’ on Sunday, Jan. 24 at the Highlands
Sports Complex.

The camp will be held in two sessions. Kids aged
9-12 will run from 9 a.m. until noon and the 13 year
olds through high school-aged players will run from
noon until 3.

The cost of the camp is $100 per athlete and it in-
cludes a t-shirt.

“When you put on a camp like this, you assume
you're going to get something for your money and
we're bringing in a guy with several years of Major
League experience,” Foundations Baseball founder
and camp director Doug Costain said.

Along with McKenry, eight-year Major League
player Alex Presley will be on hand as well as former

Please see MeKenry, Page C4

AP Photo
West Virginia forward Oscar Tshiebwe has left

the team far nerennal reacone and with na nlanc



Week 17 Is a Tough Chore
For Picking Wins and Covers

By BARRY WILNER
AP Pro Football Writer

One of the worst chores in Week 17 in
the NFL is figuring out who will go full-
out for victory.

A few teams have little incentive
to play their stars as they prepare for
the postseason. Others just want to get
home, especially after this pandem-
ic-impacted year. and forget about the
disappointment that has been 2020.

That said. Pro Picks will push what
some term as “meaningless” contests
to the side — except for the top upset
— while concentrating on the games
that don’t fall into those troublesome
categories. We'll still make a choice
for every matchup: it’s our obligation.
Even if it’s an exercise in futility in
SOme cases.

KNOCKOUT POOL: The Saints
carried us through Christmas week-
end. and we head into 2021 taking, gulp,
DALLAS to finish off the schedule.

No. 20 Dallas {minus 3)
at No. 24 New York Giants

The Cowboys might fall short of win-
ning the NFC Lcast, but they’ve been pre-
sentable recently. :

BEST BET: COWBOYS, 27-16

No. 31 New York Jets (plus 3)
at No. 21 (tie) New England

A fitting way to conclude the Tom
Brady-less season in Patriots Land.

UPSET SPECIAL: JETS, 16-12
No. 11 Miami (plus 1) at No. 3 Buffalo

What a memorable tumaround for Mi-
ami as it seeks a playoff spot. But ...

BILLS. 26-19

No. 2 Green Bay (minus 5)
at No. 14 Chicago

Almost as good as winning the Super
Bowl for Packers would be sending the
Bears home.

PACKERS. 23-14

No. 9 Tennessee (minus 7)
at No. 29 Houston

Some say Deirick Henry reminds them
of Earl Campbell. He'll run wild in Camp-
bell’s old stomping grounds.

TITANS. 30-16

No. 32 Jacksonville (plus 14)
at No, 10 Indianapelis

Trevor Lawrence hasn't arrived yet in
North Florida. All Colts here.

COLTS, 41-15

No. 17 (tie) Washington (plus 1 1-2)

at No. 26 Philadelphia

Double selection here, depending on
Washington's QB situation.

WASHINGTON, 22-16 (with Alex

Smith)
PHILADELPHIA, 16-13 (without
Alex Smith)
No. 4 New Orleans (minus 6 1-2)

at No. 23 Carolina

With a slight chance at the NFC’s top
seed and lone bye, New Orleans stays se-
TOUS.

SAINTS, 26-20

No. 5 Seattle (minus 5) vs. No. 19 San
Francisco at Glendale, Arizona

With a slight chance at the NFC’s top
seed and lone bye, Seattle stays serious.

SEAHAWKS, 27-16

No. 15 Arizona (OFF)
at No. 13 Los Angeles Rams

No Jared Goff for LA, maybe no Kyler

Murray for Arizona. The winner advanc-

es.
CARDINALS, 18-16
No. 6 Pittsburgh (plus 10) at No. 12
Cleveland
Mike Tomlin chooses rest for his
guys rather than extending Cleve-
land’s playoff drought.
BROWNS, 26-19
No. 7 (tie) Baltimore (minus 12)
at No. 28 Cincinnati
The Ravens have begun to look dan-
gerous again, clinch a wild card.
RAVENS, 28-17
No. 27 Atlanta (plus 6 1-2)
at No. 7 (tie) Tampa Bay
Brady and the Bucs also are looking
dangerous at the right time.
BUCCANEERS, 30-20
No. 21 (tie) Minnesota (minus 7)
at No. 30 Detroit
This would have been the Best Bet if
the game meant anything.
VIKINGS, 31-17
No. 16 Las Vegas (plus 2)
at No. 25 Denver
We're still trying to figure out how
the Raiders lost to the Dolphins.
BRONCOS, 24-21
No. 17 (tie) Los Angeles Chargers
(plus 3) at No. 1 Kansas City
The NFL's best team and reigning
champion can go through the motions
here.
CHIEFS, 21-20
2020 RECORD

Last Week: Straight up: 10-6.
Against spread: 9-6-1
Season: Straight up: 157-31-1.

Against spread: 118-104-8

Best Bet: Straight up: 12-4. Against
spread: 8-8

Upset Special: Straight up: 7-9.
Agarnst spread: 7-7-2

TSHIEBWE

Contined from Puge Cf

“l had a really good
conversation with coach
Huggins. He said, you
don’t need to think. Make
a play. Now I know what
I got to do to dominate.
You just need to play

team, was averaging 3.5
points and 7.8 rebounds
in 10 games. He's the
second West Virginia
forward lost in the past
week, Backup freshman
Isaiah Cottrell sustained

off questions concerning
Tshiebwe and set his at-
tention on his other play-
ers and the Big 12 sched-
ule, starting with Saturday
when West Virginia (8-2,
1-1 Big 12) plays at Okla-

hard. That's the game [ al-
ways need to play.”

a season-ending Achil-
les tendon injury against

homa (5-2, 1-1).

“Personally, I'm ex-

Tshiebwe. named to Northeastern. cited for what those guys
the prescason all-Big 12 Huggins eventually cut can do,” Huggins said.
Mauck

Continved from Page Cl

“We will name our dual meet cham-
pions for the 2020-21 season based on
the dual rankings at the end of the West
Virginia scason.

“Coaches. good luck to you and your
wrestlers this season.”

Ohio begins sectional tournament ac-
tion on February 22-27, with districts
on March 5-6 and the state tournament
March 12-14.

“This is the first time the tournament
has been totally canceled.” Doyle said.
*1t has been postponed or delayed to due
to weather and flooding a few times, but

| d

never totally canceled until this year.”

He said plans are already underway
for the 2022.

“It’s a shame this had to happen be-
cause the OVAC tries our best to give
kids the opportunity to prepare them-
selves for their respective state tourna-
ments,” Doyle concluded.

According to reports, this years tour-
nament was expected to be wide-open
with 66 placers returning from last
year.

Parkersburg South is the defending
overall team champion.
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With Victory vs. Rival Steelers

By TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer
CLEVELAND -

One win separates the
Browns from complet-
ing their turnaround.

All it’s going to take
for them to make the
playoffs for the first
time since 2002 and
end the NFL’s longest
postseason drought, re-
turn to relevance, and
post their most wins
in the regular season
since 1994, is a victo-
ry over Pittsburgh.

That rarely happens.

Anyway, they’ve
got to deal with
COVID-19 first.

Cleveland’s top-
sy-turvy regular sea-
son can reach a stir-
ring - and maybe
cathartic — crescendo
Sunday as the Browns
face their dreaded ri-
val. The Steelers have
spent the lpast 20-plus
years bullying them
while flaunting all
those Vince Lombar-
di trophies and Super
Bowl rings.

It’s right there for
the Browns (10-5),
who can end nearly
two decades of fail-
ure and frustration by
beating the Steelers for
just the eighth time in
44 games since 1999.

Three seasons re-
moved from 0-16,
Cleveland can exor-
cise demons for play-
ers and fans.

“I know guys who
have been here and
just hearing from how
they talked about it,”
said Pro Bowl running
back Nick Chubb.

“We have never been
in this position before
so we are playing for
those guys, playing for
everyone in this city
and playing for each
other.”

Pittsburgh would
like to inflict even
more pain.

“It’s a lot of moti-
vation,” said Steel-
ers wide receiver Juju
Smith-Schuster,
has vowed to discon-
tinue his pregame logo
dancing routine. “For a
lot of us, it’s more so
being an AFC North
division team and
knocking them out of
the playoffs.”

The Steelers, who
clinched the AFC
North last week and
clobbered Cleveland
38-7 in October, are
helping the Browns’
cause by resting quar-
terback Ben Roethlis-
berger and several oth-
er prominent starters.

Pittsburgh will start
backup QB Mason
Rudolph, who has a
history with Cleve-
land’s Myles Garrett
after their ugly hel-
met-swinging scuffle a
year ago.

Garrett was  sus-
pended six games by

who

-

the league for striking
Rudolph and has spent
the past year rehabili-
tating his image.

Same for Ru-
dolph, who was fined
$50,000, accused by
Garrett of making a
racial slur, and hasn’t
played well when
called upon.

Under normal cir-
cumstances, this Ru-
dolph-Garrett reunion
in Cleveland, would be
top billing.

But 2020’s many
twists have changed
that.

“That is so far in our
rearview mirror that
we can’t see it,” said
Steelers coach Mike
Tomlin, also expected
to give league sacks
leader T.J. Watt the
day off.

For Browns coach
Kevin Stefanski, Sun-
day’s game will cap
another turbulent week
in his first season on
the job.

After putting togeth-
er a game plan, he dealt
with numerous disrup-
tions and delays due
with his team in the
throes of a COVID-19
flare-up.

The Browns will be
without five regulars
at least, including top
cornerback Denzel
Ward.

But they are expect-
ed to have back Jarvis
Landry and three oth-
er receivers, whose
absence last week as
high-risk contacts de-
prived quarterback
Baker Mayfield of
playmakers in a shock-
ing loss to the New
York Jets.

True to his nature,
Stefanski remained
stoic amid the COVID
chaos.

“We will be pre-
pared,” he said.

UP AND RUNNING

The Browns didn’t
have Chubb in their
first meeting with the
Steelers, who held
Cleveland to 75 yards
rushing. Chubb’s back
and starting right
guard Wyatt Teller re-
turn after missing the
past two games with a
sprained ankle.

Cleveland
only 45 vyards last
week against the Jets,
but Teller and rook-
ie left tackle Jedrick
Wills, who was held
out with COVID-19
symptoms, should re-
ignite the Browns’
running attack.

“Jedrick and Wy-
att are special players
for us,” Mayfield said.
“They are vital parts of
our offense.”

T.J.’S TIME

Watt finished third
in the NFL Defensive
Player of the Year vot-
ing last season.

His teammates and
his coach are cam-

gained

paigning for him to
reach the top spot in
2020.

Watt’s 15  sacks
lead the league and
he’s been disruptive
weekly even with good
friend and fellow out-
side linebacker Bud
Dupree being lost for
the season with a torn
ACL. Watt has at least
a half-sack in 11 of 15
games, including two
last week against Indi-
anapolis.

“T.J. is  visiting
from another planet,
to be quite honest with
you,” Tomlin said.
“He has freakishly
unique tajent coupled
with freakishly unique
work habits and mind-
set.”

BAKER’S
BLUNDERS

Mayfield’s three
fumbles last week
were costly.

He was twice
stripped in the pocket
and he coughed up the
ball on a late fourth-
down sneak, clinching
the Jets' second win.

Mayfield was criti-
cal of himself follow-
ing the game, saying he
“failed” the Browns.

His mood wasn’t
much better by mid-
week, but he was mo-
tivated to come out
swinging against the
Steelers.

“I have had my back
against the wall many
a time in my life,” he
said.

“I think I handle that
type of stuff correct-
ly',i
RUST PROOF?

The last time the
Steelers gave Roeth-
lisberger the week off
heading into the play-
offs, things didn’t go
so well. Roethlisberg-
er sat out the 2017

finale — an overtime
victory versus Cleve-
land — with the sec-

ond seed in the AFC
and a first-round bye
already assured.

The siesta seemed
to blunt Pittsburgh’s
momentum. The Steel-
ers sputtered out of the
gate against Jackson-
ville in the divisional
round, falling behind
by three touchdowns
in a stunning 45-42
loss.

Roethlisberger isn’t
concerned about his-
tory repeating itself,
pointing out this layoff
won’t be as long.

“Having two weeks
off is good.” he said.
“It makes your body
feel good, but you can
get a little bit rusty.
Only having one week
witl be just fine. |
don't foresee that be-
ing an issue.

“If anything it will
actually be good to
physically get myself
kind of recovered and
back at it.”
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OVAC Wréstling format changed announced

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

WHEELING -- The global COVID-19
pandemic has changed a lot of things lo-
cally, regionally, nationally and across
the world. The 68th annual Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Ron Mauck Wres-
tling Championships is the latest to fall
victim to the virus.

For the first time in quite some time,
the three-day event has been reduced to
a pair of Saturdays in January, 2021.
The announcement came during Mon-
day night’s preseason press conference

inside WesBanco Arena.

“The committees met and looked over
the modifications from each state associ-
ation and come up with a plan that, No.
1, I think is a safe one for our wrestlers,
coaches, fans and workers,” Director Dr.
Dan Doyle explained. “No. 2, [ think it is
fair to all the 41 schools that have wres-
tling. I also think our champions will be
true champions and they will get their
due recognition that an OVAC champ
earns.”

The event schedule is broken down
into two sessions each on Saturday, Jan.
9 inside the John Marshall Fieldhouse

OVAC
WRESTLING
Commission-
er Dr. Dan
Doyle speaks
semne 2t the coach-
es meeting
to announce
the format for
the 2021 Ron
# Mauck OVAC
Tournament.

§ T-L Photo/KIM NORTH

and Saturday, Jan. 16 inside WesBanco
Arena.

Only the top 12 wrestlers in each
weight class will be entered with the
seedfselection committee meeting on
Sunday, Jan. 3 for the seedings, plus one
alternate in each weight division. The
final top 4 seeds will receive automatic §
bids to the conference championships,
with the seeds 5-12 competing on the
first weekend.

“Only the top 8 wrestlers in each
weight class will receive berths to the

See, OVAC, Page B2

Browns show
flaws in bad
loss, reach
their bye week

CLEVELAND (AP) -~ Huge waves on
Lake Erie smashed onto the rock jetties just

ditions on Nov. 1 were perfectly imperfect:
howling wind, rain, snow,
temperatures.

Hardly ideal football weather, but the kind
the Browns are supposedly built to thrive in.

home playoff games.

On Sunday, they shivered and shriveled in
the cold.

Instead, the Las Vegas Raiders, who play in-

Northeast Ohio and manhandled Cleveland
throughout a 16-6 win, raising more questions
about whether the Browns have turned the cor-
ner or remain a major work in progress.

The Browns (5-3) began their bye week

wildered.
They didn’t take advantage of their supposed

trolled the clock and line of scrimmage from
start to finish. Las Vegas rolled up 208 yards
rushing and had the ball for nearly 38 minutes.

“We were just getting knocked back,” coach

defensive front’s fecble performance.

But even in the messy clean up, the Browns
got soime good news as star defensive end Myl-
es Garrett’s knee injury isn’t serious. An MRI

hurt his knee early against the Raiders and was
See, BROWNS, Page B2

outside FirstEnergy Stadium, where the con- |,

teeth-chattering |

And, the kind they hope to have for future | i+

side a toasty dome in the desert, came to chilly

Monday feeling bruised and maybe a little be- | e i

home-field advantage as the Raiders (3-3) con- |
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AP PHOTO
CLEVELAND BROWNS quarterback Baker Mayfield scrambles during the
second half of a game against the Las Vegas Raiders, Sunday in Cleveland.

NEW YORK (AP) — Avery William-
son is going from winless to undefeated.

The New York Jets agreed Sunday night
to trade the veteran linebacker to the Pitis-
burgh Steelers. The Jets also are sending a
2022 seventh-round draft pick to the Steel- |8
ers for Pittsburgh’s 2022 fifth-rounder. '

The deal, announced by both teams
Monday, moves Williamson from the Jets,
who are 0-8 after a 35-9 loss at Kansas
City, to the 7-0 Steelers, the league’s only
undefeated team after a 28-24 win at Bal-
timore.

The 28-year-old Williamson should im-
mediately help the Steelers, who were in
need of an cxpericnced inside linebacker
after Devin Bush was lost for the season
on Oct. 18 with a torn ACL. Pitisburgh has
survived without Bush but the run defense
was gashed by the Ravens, who piled up
2635 yards rushing but were undone by four
turnovers by quarterback Lamar Jackson.

Williamson had been the subject of trade
rumors during the offseason because of his

NEW YORK Jets inside linebacker
Avery Williamson (54} during an NFL
football game against the Kansas City
Chiefs,

was traded to the Steelers on Monday.

Moving way up: Wllllamson goes from Jets to Steelers

hefty salary. He was set to make $6 mil-
4 lion in base salary this season, but agreed
to restructure his deal for this season. Wil-
liamson was making $3.5 million with
$1 million in guaranteed money, and was
scheduled to be a free agent after this sea-
son.

It’s the latest cost-cutting,
{ draft-pick-gathering move by the Jets and
general manager Joe Douglas — with the
struggling franchise setting its sights on the
future ahead of the NFL's trade deadline
on Tuesday.

New York released running back Le’Ve-
on Bell on Oct. 13 after it couldn’t find a
trade partner. Bell signed a few days later
with Kansas City and ran for 7 yards on six
carries against his former team Sunday. He
also caught three passes for 31 yards.

The Jets traded nose tackle Steve Mc-
Lendon to Tampa Bay five days later. New
York also sent a 2023 seventh-round draft
pick to Tampa Bay in exchange for the

See, STEELERS, Page B2
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unday in Kansas City, Mo. He

St glrls
set for first
regional

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sporis Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -- Unchartered wa-
ters.

That’s what St. Clairsville will be enter-
ing when it hosts Dover tonight in a Divi-
sion II, Region VII girls soccer tournament
semifinal. No Red Devils soccer team --
male of female -- has ever reached this level
of competition.

The match is set for 7 on the artificiale
pitch inside Red Devil Stadium.

Both squads advanced via upsets in their
Eastern District 2 and | championship
contests, respectively, on Saturday. The
third-seeded Red Devils (12-5-2) knocked
off No. 2 John Glenn, 2-1. in penalty kicks,
while the No. 4 Crimson Tornadoes (12-5-
3) blanked top-seeded River View, 2-0.

St. Clairsville played its best game of the
season against the Muskies, and it had to.

“We're really looking forward to this
game. Obviously, we’re really excited to
make school history, but we don’t want our
journey to end just yet,” St. Clairsville head
coach Wes Stoner said. “We're also ex-
cited to get to play one more home game,
especially for these seniors to get a chance
to play there one more time. Our girls are
ready to go.

“We’re playing a very tough team in Do-
ver that does everything well, and is always
very well coached.” Stoner added. “They're
talented every where and this will be the
most difficult challenge yet this postseason.
This is their second trip in a row to region-
als, so they’ve got some experience in being
here,” he continued.

“We've played some rcally good teams in
the regular season to try and prepare for mo-

See, ST.C., Page B2

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH
ST. CLAIRSVILLE goalie Jaeda Nowak
smothers a shot during the shootout of
Saturday's district final. Nowak and the
Red Devils play Dover today in a region-
al semifinal.

Clemson, Alabama close to rare tie at top of AP Poll

By RALPH D. RUSSO
AP College Football Writer

Reality check: Questions about that
shaky first-half performance by the defense
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for NL MVP.

The top three finishers for
each BBWAA award were
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Robinson is the only player
to win the MVP award in
each league. accomplishing
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the 25-year-old right-hander
went 8-1 with a 1.63 ERA
and 122 strikeouts in 77 1/3
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Sox after the team n;adeth:a
playoffs for the first time
since 2008.
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No. 6 Cincinnati {5-0)

Next: vs. Houston. Saturday

Reality: How's this for a switch?
The Bearcats® defense has overshad-
owed QB Desmond Ridder. who ac-
counted for nine touchdowns (four
passing and five rushing} in blowouts
of SMU and Memphis.

No. 7 Texas A&M (4-1)

Next: at South Carolina. Saturday.

Reality check: QB Kellen Mond is
on pace for career bests in completion
percentage (64.7%]). yards per pass
{8.0) and and interception rate (1.3).
That's what you want from your senior
starter.

No. 8 Florida {3-1}

Next: vs. Georgia in Jacksonville.
Saturday.

Reality check: QB Kyle Trask has
thrown at least four touchdown pass-
es in each game. Another performance
like that agamnst Georgia and the
Heisman Trophy talk can really crank

up.

No. 9 BYU (7-0}

Next: at No. 21 Boise State. Friday.

Reality check: The Cougars’ are stifl
in need of a victory over a high-quality
opponent to validate their dominance.
Here you go.

No. 10 Wisconsin (1-0)

Next: vs. Purdue. Saturday.

Reality check: The Badgers hope to
be back on the field and preparing for
a game by Wednesday. That might be
overly optimistic.

No. 11 Miami (5-1)

Next: at North Carolina State. Sat-
urday.

Reality check: The Hurricanes have
manage to avoid being dragged into
the ACC’s mushy middle. Consecutive
road games against N.C. State and Vir-
ginia Tech will test their ability to stay
above the fray.

No. 12 Oregon

Next: at Stanford. Saturday.

Reality check: The expectations for
the Ducks seem too high considering

all they lost from 2019 departures and
2020 opt-outs.

No. 13 Indiana {2-0)

Next: vs. No. 23 Michigan. Satur-
day.
Reality check: The ranking suggests
the Hoosicers might be the second-best
teamn in the Big Ten. Reality check is
not buying that, but just so you know:
Indiana was last ranked in the top 10
in 1969,

No. 14 Oklahoma State (4-1)

Next: at Kansas State. Saturday.

Reality check: Offensive line inju-
rics have taken a toll on the Cowboys,
who lost left tackle Jake Springfield
during the Texas game and couldn’t
protect QB Spencer Sanders.

No. 15 Coastal Carolina (6-0)

Next: vs, South Alabama. Saturday.

Reality check: The Chanticleers are
now the highest ranked Sun Belt team
ever.

No. 16 Marshall {5-0)

Next: vs, UMass, Saturday.

Reality check: The Thundering
Herd only have three games left, but
they have already had three postponed
and could make-up a game or 1wo in
December.

No. 17 lowa State (4-2)

Next: vs. Baylor. Saturday.

Reality check: DE JaQuan Bailey
is one of the Big 12's — maybe the
country’s — most underrated defend-
ers. The senior is third in the nation
with 11 tackles for loss.

No. 18 SMU (6-1)

Next: at Temple. Saturday.

Reality check: The Mustangs play
boom-or-bust defense. second in the
American Athletic Conference in tack-
les for loss with 55 and near the bot-
torn in 20-vard plays allowed at 5.6
per game.

No. 19 Oklahoma (4-2)

Next: vs, Kansas, Saturday.

Reality check: The Sooners wel-
comed back DE Ronnie Perkins. their
best pass rusher. and RB Rhamondre

Stevenson from NCAA suspensions.
Perkins had two tackles for loss and
Stevenson ran for three score against
Texas Tech.

No. 20 USC

Next: vs. Arizona State, Saturday.

Reality check: Can RB Stephen
Carr become the Trojans’ feature back
as a senior? He flashed big potential as
a freshman, but not so much since.

No. 21 Boise State (2-0)

Next: vs. 9 BYU, Friday.

Reality check: Boise State wouldn’t
say why QB Hank Bachmeier did not
make the trip to Air Force or whether
he could play against BYU, but South-
ern California transfer Sears was awe-
some with 280 yards passing and three
scores filling in.

No. 22 Texas (4-2)

Next: vs. West Virginia, Saturday.

Reality check: Playing with a sore
shoulder, OLB Joseph Ossai had a sea-
son-saving game against Oklahoma
State with six tackles for loss, includ-
ing the game-ending sack.

No. 23 Michigan (1-1)

Next: at Indiana, Saturday.

Reality check: The Wolverines’ im-
pressive opening week offense turned
out to be a lot about Minnesota’s bad
defense. Their ranking is probably not
deserved.

No. 24 Aubum (4-2)

Next: vs. Mississippi State, Nov.
14.

Reality check: It has come against
two very bad defenses (Mississippi
and LSU), but QB Bo Nix has com-
pleted 70% the past two weeks and not
thrown a pick. Progress.

No. 25 Liberty (6-0)

Next: at Virginia Tech, Saturday.

Reality check: The Flames’ soft
schedule so far makes BYU's look
like a gauntlet, but credit to coach
Hugh Freeze for getling the program
positioned for a second straight bowl
game.

e St.C.
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moments like this one. Hopefully it
pays off.”

After a scoreless first half, Alyssa
Bodkin put the Red Devils ahead 1-0
early in the 42nd minute off an assist
from Megan Malin. It was the junior’s
tearn-best 2 Ist net-finder on the cam-
paign. However, she has been ruled
out for the contest after sitting out
much of the sccond half Saturday with
an eye injury.

Four minutcs later. John Glenn drew
even and the teams battled the remain-
ing 34 minutes scorcless.

A pair of 15-minute overtime peri-
ods failed to settle anything, setting up
the dramatics in the shootout.

Malin. Mikayla Hendershot and
Bella Swan found the back of the net
for the Red Devils. Ariel Ott's shot
traveled over the cage. The MuskKies
also netted three goals and had one
bang off the crossbar.

Gianna Nardo gave the Red Devils
a 4-3 advantage in penalty kicks in

IAKING THE [NVISIBLE VISIBLE

WERINVARYANDIOENE
11.05 [ 6:30 PM
11.19 [ 6:30 PM

the top of the fifth round. and scnior
goalkeeper Jacda Nowak did her job
by stopping the final offering from
the Muskics which touched off a wild
celebration as her tcamimates rushed to
her.

St. Clairsville opened the tourna-
ment trail with a 2-0 win over Bea-
ver Local and followed that up with a
2-1 triumph over Tri-Valley in double
overtime. Dover has blanked West
Holmes. 4-0, before outlasting Indian
Creck, 2-1, in overtime.

In addition to Bodkin, who also has
a trio of assists. Hendershot has scored
15 goals while adding a like number of
assists. Malin has seven goals and nine
helpers. Ott has six goals and eight
assists. Emily Thompson, who was
injurcd in the [irst half Saturday. has
three goals and eight assists.

Nowak has charted |39 saves whilc
giving up 26 goals.

St. Clairsville has played all scason
without scnior Macy Malin who has

PERMITTED WELLS IN
RELMONT COUNTY..

'GALLONS OF FRACKING WASTE
 DISPOSED IN BELMONT COUNTY.

[}

60 career goals. She injured a knee in
preseason workouts that required sur-
gery.

Lydia Frank tallied Dover’s first
goal Saturday on a rebound in the 35th
minute after the initial shot rang off the
crossbar. Jaiden Corley bent in a cor-
ner kick four minutes later. Goalkeep-
er Addie Martin stopped a River View
breakaway early in the second half to
preserve the shutout.

Tonights winner meets the survivor
of Chillicothe Unioto and Granville
on Saturday at noon for the regional
crown and a berth in the state tour-
nament. The site has yet to be deter-
mined.

Dover has scored 65 goals while
giving up 24. It has seven shutouts.
St. Clairsville. meanwhile, has netted
54 goals and yielded 26. The Crimson
Tornadoes arc 4-2-2 on the road. The
Red Devils arc 8-3-2 at home.

1D S LAV YILIY  JILEIWY VIHEMIL WLy v v i
fanski has been encouraged by what he’s seen from the
third-year QB.

“I think Baker is doing & nice job of operating. getting
us into the right checks, getting us in and out of the hud-
dle and using his cadence yesterday getting them to jump
offside a few times.” Stefanski said. “He is progressing, he
is making plays and I know he is going to tell you that he
thinks there are more plays to be made. I do believe that he
is going to continue to improve.”

WHAT’S WORKING

Cleveland’s offensive line has managed to keep May-
field mostly out of harm’s way despite being down start-
ing right guard Wyatt Teller. who missed his third straight
game with a calf injury.

Mayfield wasn't sacked for the second game in a row
and has only been sacked 11 times in 2020.

 OVAC
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championships on the 16th,” Doyle noted.

On the first day, preliminary round matches at 106. 113,
120, 126, 132, 138 and 145 will be contested. beginning
at 11 a.m. with first-round bouts. Second round champion-
ship matches, along with first- and second-round consola-
tion bouts will be run from noon until 1:30 p.m.. with third-
round championship and the final consolation matches held
from 2-3 p.m.

The fieldhouse will be cleared and deeply sanitized pri-
or to the second session beginning at 4 p.m. with bouts at
152. 160, 170. 182, 195, 220 and 285. Second round
championship matches, along with first- and second-round
consolation bouts will be run from noon until 1:30 p.m..
with third-round championship and the final consolation
matches held from 2-3 p.m.

On the second weekend inside WesBanco Arena. quar-
terfinal matches in the championship bracket will be con-
tested, starting at 10 am., at 106, 113, 120, 126, 132.
138 and 145. Semifinals will follow at 11. with the intro-
duction ceremony beginning at 1 p.m. The championship
finals and matches for third-, fifth- and seventh-places start
at 1:20.

The downtown facility will once again be cleared decply
sanitized prior to the second session beginning at 4 p.m.
with bouts at 152, 160, 170, 182, 195. 220 and 285.
Championship quarterfinal bouts Kick off the final session.
with the semifinals starting at 5. The introduction ceremo-
ny begins at 7 and the championship finals and matches for
third-, fifth- and seventh-places start at 7:20.

“I commend the committee because they have been get-
ting together the last 4-5 weeks once we received word on
what our states were doing,” Doyle praised. “To come up
with this format is a great thing, but the only thing we do
know is it’s going to change, and if it does. let’s hope it’s
for the good because we’ll go right back to having all 41
schools here on Thursday, Friday and Saturday like in the
past, but we have to be flexible this year.”

Wheeling Park head coach Brian Leggett liked what he
heard.

“First and foremost, I’'m just glad it’s happening. A lot
of people were fearing the worst, but we (the committec)
came together and it’s worked out to wherc we’re going to
get these kids wrestling. That’s the main goal. really.”

Barnesville's Jayson Stephen ecchoed Leggett's thoughts.

“Obviously it’s different. Tonight is the third meeting
I've been through and it’s basically about the kids.” he
stressed. “I feel bad for some of the other kids being left
out, but when it comes down to guidelines and rules it’s
either play by them and have something. or don’t and havc
nothing at all. Hopefully, it works.”

PIN FALLS

* All high school schedules must be turned in by Dec. |
and all results by Jan. 16;

« The cut-off for the OVAC Bill Hinegardner Dual Mc
Championships is Jan. 20. Responses if participating
due by Monday;

» The duals are tentatively scheduled for Jan. 27 at the
John Marshali Fieldhouse for Class 3A and Class 5A. and
on Jan. 28 at Brooke for Classes 1-2A and 4A

» There will be no reunion of the 25-year champions this
year:

 Therc are 1 1 new officials completing the required cer-
tification this year:

» Only one new coach, Guy Nestor at Buckeye Local.
came aboard this season. He is a former Panthers coach.

P

Do you know what's in the air you breathe?

According to the Environmental Health Project, active frack pads, compressor stations,
and processing facilities regularly emit various chemical poltutants that we aren't able to
see. When ingested, these emissions can cause or exacerbate a host of short- and long
term health problems, including headaches, eye and throat uvitation, respiratory
complications, chest pain, asthma, and certain types of cancer

There’s a reason why you might not have heard about the health effects associaled with
fracking. The Ohio Depariment of Natural Resources (CDNR) and the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) grant permits for exwractive infrastructure
projects on a case-by-case basis, without adequate consideration of spikes in emissions
from nearby oil and gas facilities. This means the collective air pollution emitted by
Belmont County’s 696 shale gas sites is neither monitored nor regulated o the extent
necessary to protect our health,

Join us for Making the Invisible Visible, a webinar
and Q&A on air pollution and inadequate regulation.

It's time te protect ourselves. The more we know. the more we can mitigate health effects
by closing windows, staying indoors, documenting pollution levels, and, when possiblc,
installing air monitoring equipment ourselves. Join us on November 5th or November
19th at 6:30 p.m. to learn about our ongoing efforts to install air monitoring equipment in
local communities, enabling residents o view crowdsourced emissions data in real time.
Participants of both sessions of our November webinar may be eligible for free air
monitoring equipment and installation. For more information, please visit our website,

Register to attend below:

Concerned

C/) Ohio River Residents

I httn://hit_lv/visiblewehinar I

pracral@comcemedotuorivenesidents org
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Pittsburgh, N.Y. also
swap 2022 picks

NEW YORK (AP} — Avery
Williamson is going from winless
to undefeated.

The New York Jets agreed Sun-
day night to trade the veteran line-
backer to the Pittsburgh Steelers.
The Jets also are sending a 2022
seventh-round draft pick to the
Steelers for Pittsburgh’s 2022
fifth-rounder.

The deal, announced by both
teams Monday, moves Williamson
from the Jets, who are 0-8 after a
35-9 loss at Kansas City, to the
7-0 Steelers, the league’s only un-
defeated team after a 28-24 win at
Baltimore.

The 28-year-old Williamson

Ghe

PORTS

Williamson Goes From Winless Jets to

draft-pick-gathering move by |

should immediately help the Steel-
ers, who were in need of an ex-
perienced inside linebacker after
Devin Bush was lost for the season
on Oct. 18 with a torn ACL. Pitts-
burgh has survived without Bush
but the run defense was gashed
by the Ravens, who piled up 2635
yards rushing but were undone by
four turnovers by quarterback La-
mar Jackson.

Williamson had been the subject
of trade rumors during the offsea-
son because of his hefty salary. He
was set to make $6 million in base
salary this season, but agreed to
restructure his deal for this season.
Williamson was making $3.5 mil-
lion with $1 million in guaranteed
money, and was scheduled to be a
free agent after this season.

It’s the latest

ntelligencer.

the Jets and general manager Joe
Douglas — with the struggling
franchise setting its sights on the
future ahead of the NFL'’s trade
deadline on Tuesday.

New York released running
back Le’Veon Bell on Oct. 13 af-
ter it couldn’t find a trade partner.
Bell signed a few days later with
Kansas City and ran for 7 yards on
six carries against his former team
Sunday. He also caught three pass-
es for 31 yards.

The Jets traded nose tackle Steve %

McLendon to Tampa Bay five days
later. New York also sent a 2023
seventh-round draft pick to Tampa
Bay in exchange for the Bucca-
neers’ sixth-rounder in 2022.

el

Photo by Kim North

Dr. Dan Doyle, Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Ron
Mauck Wrestling Championships Director, speaks
Monday night during the annual preseason press
conference inside WesBanco Arena.

OVAC Wrestling
Championships
To Be Split Up

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING — The
global COVID-19 pan-
demic has changed a
lot of things locally, re-
gionally, nationally and
across the world. The
68th annual Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Ron
Mauck Wrestling Cham-
pionships is the latest to
fall victim to the virus.

For the first time in

uite some time, the
three-day event has been
reduced to a pair of Sat-
urdays in January, 2021.
The announcement came
during Monday night’s
preseason press confer-
ence inside WesBanco
Arena.

“The committees met
and looked over the mod-
ifications from each state
association and come up
with a plan that, No. I, I
think is a safe one for our
wrestlers, coaches, fans
and workers,” Director
Dr. Dan Doyle explained.
“No. 2, I think it is fair
to alt the 41 schools that
have wrestling. I also

think our champions
will be true champions

[

and they will get their |

due recognition that an
OVAC champ earns.”
The event schedule is
broken down into two
sessions each on Sat-
urday, Jan. 9 inside the
John Marshall Fieldhouse
and Saturday, Jan. 16 in-
side WesBanco Arena.
Only the top 12 wres-
tlers in each weight class
will be entered with the
seed/selection commit-
tee meeting on Sunday,
Jan. 3 for the secdings,
plus one alternate in each
weight division. The final
top 4 seeds will receive
automatic bids to the con-

- ference championships,

with the seeds 5-12 com-
peting on the first week-
end.

“Only the top 8 wres-
tlers in each weight class
will receive berths to the
championships on the
16th,” Doyle noted.

On the first day, pre- |

liminary round matches
Please see OVAC, Page 10

NFL Reports

Positive Tests i

By DAVID GINSBURG schedule altered by out- §

cost-cutting,

Piease see STEELERS, Page 10

half of a game.

W.Va. Teams Hoping !

To Jump Into Playoffs

TR A TR A M e

e T

Wheeling Park’s Shaheed Jackson and the Patriots are looking to make a playoff appearance this

year.

Tuespay,
Novemser 3, 2020

COMEE i s st iesvaias 12

TV ENTERTAINMENT....c.ovevrerrecnces 13

WEATHER. ..o cecenienes 14
9

AP Photo

New York Jets inside linebacker Avery Williamson
(54) runs after making an interception during the first

Photo by Alex Kozlowski |

Local schools trying to dodge COVID scares in final week

The final week of the regu-
lar season in West Virginia will
conclude this weekend. While it
has been a stressful few months
for athletes, coaches, athletic
directors. family members and
media alike, the show must go
on and the final SSAC ratings
will be released at the end of the
week.

If the West Virginia color-cod-
ed map works in their county’s
favor, some local teams will earn
a playoff spot no matter what,
there arc also some other teams
that are on the outside looking to

squeeze in. Here’s a look at the
local teams vying for the play-
offs.

In Class AAA, Wheeling Park
will be in the playoffs as long as
Ohio County avoids turning red
on the map. Last week, the Pa-
triots sat at No. 6 in the SSAC
ratings. With a victory over
Parkersburg South last week, it
should almost solidify a home
playoff game for Wheeling Park.
The Patriots were scheduled to
face off against rival John Mar-
shall on Friday, but the game
was scratched due to Marshall

County going gold on the West
Virginia color-coded map. As of
Monday night. Wheeling Park
has no scheduled game for the
weekend.

Speaking of John Marshall,
the Monarchs were ranked ] 3th
in last week’s ratings. They
didn’t help themselves, though,
as the Monarchs fell to Keyser
on Friday.

John Marshall has scheduled a
home game for Washington Sat-
urday.

Please see JUMP, Page 10

|Brady, Bucs
| Edge Giants
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A win is a must for the Mon-
archs.

In Class AA, Oak Glen has
built off of its record-breaking
season from 2019. The Golden
Bears are itching to get back on
the field as they have had their
scheduled games canceled for
the past two weeks. The most
recent matchup was supposed
to be a crucial battle against
Frankfort. The last time Qak
Glen saw a game was on Oct,
16 when it defeated Weir.

In last week’s SSAC ratings,
the Golden Bears (5-1) were
fourth. On Friday, Oak Glen is
scheduled to host Philip Barbour.

As of the last week’s ratings,
no local Class A teams are
in the Top 16. Madonna and
Wheeling Central, though will
make one final push to gain a
spot in the playoffs.

Madonna, currently riding
a five-game winning streak,
sat at 18th in last week’s rat-
ings. On Friday, the Blue Dons
did defeat Vienna Matthews.
With a record of 6-2, they
have a scheduied game against
Bridgeport on Wednesday.

Wheeling Central, is the fi-

nal local team to make a push.
Wheeling Central saw itself at
20th before Friday’s crucial
matchup against Williamstown
{fourthin Class A). The Maroon
Knights, made a huge state-
ment to the rest of the Class A
field that they are not done yet.
The three-time defending state
champions earned a crucial win
over the Yellowjackets to push
their record to 5-3.

Wheeling Central is sched-
uled to travel to Petersburg on
Friday.

Offensive Player of the Week
Matt Schaefer, Indian Creek

Schaefer ran wild all over
Edison’s defense at a tune of
282 yards and four touch-
downs.

Defensive Player of the Week

Erick Brothers Jr.
Wheeling Park

The sophomore led Park’s
defense with 10 tackles and
two for a loss.

Ground Gainers

®m Chase Goff, Martins Fer-
ry: Rushed for 100 yards and a
score in a victory over Bellaire.

B Wyatt Reiman, Shadyside:
Rushed for 129 yards and a score

in a playoff victory over River.

B Logan Shields, St. Clairs-
ville: Shields couldn’t be kept
out of the end zone as he scored
four TDs and ran for 81 yards
in the Red Devils’ wild win.

W Jaksan Price, Union Lo-
cal: Price was living rent-free
in the end zone as he found
it four times and ran for 215
yards in a Jets’ win.

B Jamari Bass, Weir; On 12
rushes, Bass ran for 107 yards
to lead Weir’s ground game.

Aerial Attack

W Michael Toepfer, Wheel-
ing Central: Signalcaller was
nearly perfect as he went 7 of 8
for 159 yards and three touch-
downs to keep the Maroon
Knights’ playoff hopes alive.

® Logan Smith, Martins Fer-
ry: Threw for 158 yards and a
score for the Riders.

B Jake Heathrerington,
Beallaire: Big Reds QB ac-
counted for 102 yards.

B Beau Heller, Wheeling
Park: Went 2] of 26 for 273
yards and five touchdowns.

® Josh Shorts, Brooke: The
Bruins’ QB dashed for 161
yards and a touchdowns.

@ Anthony DeMatteis,
Weir: The Red Riders’ signal-
caller went for 150 yards and
a TD in a triumphant fashion.

Good Hands Team

® Rhys Francis, Shadyside:
Threw for 149 yards and two
touchdowns for the Tigers.

@ Torrence Walker, Sha-
heed Jackson, Sincere Sinclair,
Wheeling Park: Walker deliv-
ered seven catches for 69 yards
and a touchdown while Jack-
son caught five balls for 73 and
a score. Sinclair had 69 yards
and found the end zone twice.

® Carson Yobbagy, Weir:
Yobbagy hauled in four passes
for 103 yards and a score.

Mr. Everything
8 Jordan Waterhouse,
Wheeling Central:  Senior

standout rushed for 124 yards
and hauled in two receptions
for 70 yards with both of them
going for TDs.

B Stevie Mitchell, Wheeling
Park: Ran for 161 yards and a
touchdown while also catches
five passes with one of them
going for a score.

W Tyler Tonkovich, St.
Clairsville: The Red Devils’

QB led a historic comeback
win with 139 rushing yards
and a score and 138 passing
yards and a TD.

B Hunter Kelley, Linsly:
Kelley lit up the sky and the
tore up the ground with 249
yards and three passing touch-
downs, along with 74 yards
and a rushing TD for the victo-
rious Cadets. :

m Jeremy Brown, Indian
Creek: The senior tallied 11
tackles, five hurries and two
sacks, while rushing for 80
yards and a TD,

Big Boot

B Andrew Glass, Wheeling
Park: Booted a 47-yard FG
while also successfully kicking
five extra points for the Patriots.

Wrecking Crew

B Reese Skaggs, Carson
Woodford, St. Clairsville: .
Woodford turned in 11 tack-
les and hurried the QB, while
Skaggs provided eight stops,
two sacks and a pair of hurries.

W Gavin Dondzila, Jonathan
Giusto, Indian Creek: Guis-
to racked up 10 tackles and
Dondzila tallied seven stops
and two sacks.

OVAC

{Continued from Page 9)
at 106, 113, 120, 126,
132, 138 and 145 will be
contested, beginning at
11 am. with first-round
bouts. Second round
championship matches,
along with first- and sec-

ond-round " consolation
bouts will be run from
noon until 1:30 p.m.,

with third-round cham-
pionship and the final
consolation matches held
from 2-3 p.m.

The fieldhouse will be
cleared and deeply sani-
tized prior to the second
session beginning ai 4
p.m. with bouts at 152,
160, 170, 182, 195, 220
and 285.

Second round cham-
pionship matches. along
with first- and sec-
ond-round  consolation
bouts will be run from
noon untit 1:30 p.m.,,
with third-round cham-
pionship and the final
consolation matches held
from 2-3 p.m.

On the second weekend
inside WesBanco Arena,
quarterfinal matches in
the championship bracket
will be contested, starting
at 10 am,, at 106, 113,
120, 126, 132, 138 and
145.

Semifinals will follow
at 11, with the introduc-
tion ceremony beginning
at 1 p.m. The champion-
ship finals and matches
for third-, fifth- and sev-
enth-places start at 1:20.

The downtown facil-

Bucs — —
(Continued from Page 9)
was pressured into an un-
wise throw to Tate that
Sean  Murphy-Bunting
picked off at the Tampa
33. That set the stage for
the 66-yard drive to the
touchdown by Evans.

Jones had two cost-
ly picks, helping negate
a strong effort by New
York’s defense.

STATS PACK

Brady finished 28 for
40 for 279 yards, while
lones was 25 for 41 for
256 yards.

Evans led Tampa Bay
with five catches for 55
vards, and Gronkowski
wound up with four re-
septions for 41 yards. ...

Snrmer (Hiante NE Tacan

ity will once again be
cleared deeply sanitized
prior to the second ses-
ston beginning at 4 p.m.
with bouts at 152, 160,
170, 182, 195, 220 and
285. Championship quar-
terfinal bouts kick off the
final session,. with the
semifinals starting at 5.
The introduction cere-
mony begins at 7 and the
championship finals and
matches for third-, fifth-
and seventh-places start
at 7:20.

“I commend the com-
mittee because they have
been getting together the
fast 4-5 weeks once we
received word on what
our states were doing,”
Doyle praised. “To come
up with this format is a
great thing, but the only
thing we do know is it’s
going to change, and if it
does, let’s hope it’s for
the good because we’ll
go right back to having
all 41 schools here on
Thursday. Friday and
Saturday like in the past,
but we have to be flexible
this year.”

Wheeling Park head
coach Brian Leggett liked
what he heard.

“First and foremost, I'm
just glad it’s happening. A
iot of people were fearing
the worst, but we (the com-
mittee) came together and
i’s worked out to where
we're going to get these
kids wrestling. That’s the
main goal, really.”

Barnesviile’s  Jayson
Stephen echoed Leggett’s
thoughts.

“Obviously it's dif-
ferent. Tonight is the
third meeting I've been
through and it’s basi-
cally about the kids,” he
stressed. “I feel bad for
some of the other kids
being left out, but when it
comes down to guidelines
and rules it’s either play
by them and have some-
thing, or don’t and have
nothing at all. Hopefully,
it works.”

PIN FALLS

® All high school
schedules must be turned
in by Dec. I and all re-
sults by jan. 16;

W The cut-off for the
OVAC Bill Hinegardner
Dual Meet Champion-
ships is Jan. 20, Respons-
es if participating are due
by Monday;

B The duals are tenta-
tively scheduled for Jan.
27 at the John Marshall
Fieldhouse for Class 3A
and Class 5A, and on Jan,
28 at Brooke for Classes
1-2A and 4A

® There will be no
reunion of the 25-year
champions this year;

B There are 11 new
officials completing the
required certification this
year;

B Only one new coach,
Guy Nestor at Buckeye
Local, came aboard this
season. He is a former
Panthers coach.

NFL

{Continued from Page 9)

then have a Sunday moming test come
back positive on Monday.

The Ravens confirmed Monday that
a player tested positive for COVID-19,
but did not release the name of the in-
dividual. Harbaugh confirmed Hum-
phrey was that player.

Humphrey is a key figure on a Bal-
timore defense that has forced a turn-

over in 20 straight games. He had four.

tackles against Pittsburgh.

The  Steelers, after being made
aware of a Baltimore player testing
positive, released a statement that tests
on their players all came back nega-
tive. The team said it would follow all
NFL protocols and take precautionary
measures at its training complex.

The Packers on Monday also sent
out a release that said a player tested
positive.

According to multiple reports, that
player is running back AJ Dillon, who
}Nas placed on the reserve/COVID-19
ist.

Packers officials said all player
meetings Monday would be conducted
virtually. The player who tested posi-
tive has self-quarantined.

This marks the first time a Packers
player has tested positive during the
season.

Green Bay (5-2) has a short week
before playing at San Francisco (4-4)
on Thursday night.

After facing Green Bay on Sunday,
the Minnesota Vikings moved forward
after last week having two players on
the COVID-19 list.

“Well, it doesn’t affect us because

we’re already in intensive protocol,”
coach Mike Zimmer said. “We’ll be
there 'til Thursday unless they change
the rules on us again.”

In Arizona, Cardinals linebacker
Devon Kennard says he has tested pos-
itive for COVID-19, but feels “com-
pletely normal so far.” The 29-year-
old Kennard signed with the Cardinals
in the offseason after playing his first
six seasons with the New York Giants
and Detroit Lions. He’s played in five
games this season, starting four, and
has two sacks.

The Cardinals did not release the
name of the other player who tested
positive over the weekend.

The Browns, meanwhile, announced
they would conduct their football
meetings remotely on Monday.

The team said: “This morning, an
active player who has not been in the
facility today reported that he is experi-
encing COVID-19 related symptoms.
While there have been no positive test
results among players, coaches or staff
members, the team decided to host
meetings remotely to exercise the ap-
propriate level of caution.”

The Houston Texans have had no
other positive COVID-19 tests since
one positive test forced the closure of
their facility during last week’s bye.

Interim coach Romeo Crennel said
the facility underwent a deep clean-
ing last week and that operations were
back to normal cn Monday as the Tex-
ans returned to work to prepare for
Sunday’s game against the Jackson-
ville Jaguars.

STEELERS
{Continued from Page 9)
Linebacker Jordan of the NFL’s top in- He had a team-leading

NFL

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
WLT Pet PF PA

Buffalo 620 .750 198 199

Miami 4 3 0 .571188 130

New England 2 5 0.286 136 167

NY. Jets 080.000 94 238
South

WLT Pct PF PA

Indianapelis 5 2 0.714 198 136

Tennessee 52 0,714 208 184

Houston 16 0.143 166 217

Jacksonwille 16 0.143 154 220
North

WLT Pct PF PA

Pittsburgh 7 0 0 1.000 211 142
Baltimore 5 2 0 714 203 132
Cleveland 5 3 0 .625 206 237

Cincinnatt 2 5 1 .313 194 214
. West
WLT Pct PFPA
Kansas City 7 1 0.875 253152
Las Vegas 4 3 0.571 187203
Denver 34 0.429 147183
L.A.Chargers 25 0.286 179185
NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East
WLT Pct PF PA
Philadelphia 3 4 1.438 186 205
Washington 2 5 0,286 133 165
Dallas 2 6 0.250 185 266
N.Y, Giants 17 0.125 145 193
South

Seattle 6 10 .857 240 189
Arizana 520.714 203 146
L.A. Rams 5 30.625 193 152
San Francisco 4 40 .500 208 173
Thursday's Games
Adlanta 25, Carolina 17
Sunday’'s Games
Buffalo 24, New England 21
Cincinnati 31, Tennessee 20
Indianapolis 41, Detroit 21
Kansas City 35, N.Y. Jets 9
Las Vegas 16, Cleveland 6
Miami 28, L.A. Rams 17
Minnesota 28, Green Bay 22
Pittsburgh 28, Baltimore 24
Denver 31, L.A. Chargers 30
New Orleans 26, Chicago 23, OT
Seattle 37, San Francisco 27
Philadelphia 23, Dallas 9
Open: Houston, Jacksonville,
Arizana, Washington
Monday's Garnes
Tampa Bay 25, N.Y. Giants 23
Thursday, Nov. 5
Green Bay at San Francisco, 8:20

pam.
Sunday, Nov. 8
Baltimore at Indianapolis, 1 p.m.
Carolina at Kansas City, 1 p.m,
Chicago at Tennessee, 1 p.m.
Denver at Atlanta, 1 p.m.
Detroit at Minnesota, 1 p.m.
Houston at Jacksonville. T n.m.

Willis was dealt to San
Francisco last week
along with a 2021 sev-
enth-round draft pick for
a sixth-round selection in
2022.

Williamson was
signed by the Jets to a
three-year, $22.5 million
contract in 2018 and
quickly established him-
self as a key playmaker.
He had a team-leading
120 total tackles while
playing middle lineback-
er in then-coach Todd
Bowles’ defense.

He was expected to
team with free-agent
signing C.J. Mosley

side linebacker duos for
new defensive coordi-
nator Gregg Williams.
But Williamson tore the
ACL in his right knee
in the second preseason
game against Atlanta and
needed scason-ending
surgery.

Coach Adam Gase
took the blame for leav-
ing Williamson in the
game late with primarily
only backups still play-

ing.
Williamson was inac-
tive for the season opener

in September, but played
in the last seven games
— including starting the

nine total tackles in New
York’s loss at Kansas
City.

His 59 total tackles
this season were second
on the team to Neville
Hewitt.

Williamson spent his
first four NFL seasons
with Tennessee after beiny
drafted in the fifth roun
out of Kentucky in 20]
He has 536 career to.
tackles, along with 14
sacks, four interceptions
and five forced fumbles.
The move reunited him
with former Kentucky
teammate Bud Dupree,
now an outside linebacker

last season to form one past six games. for the Steelers.
FooreaLt Carp || Sports ON TV || TRANSACTIONS
Waednesday KBO BASEBALL BASEBALL
Bridgeport at Madonna 4:25 a.m. (Wednesday) National League
Friday ESPN2 — Playoff, LG at Doosan MILWAUKEE BREWERS - An-
Orgl_io_ I?Iavaf'\:s MLBEASEBALI. noun:e_d_ I!\I_F Ryon Healy refused



