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OHIO STATE wide receiver Garrett Wilson runs toward the end zone for one of his four touchdowns during 
Saturday's game against Purdue at Ohio Stadium. 

Stroud, Wilson shine as 
Ohi.o State routs Purdue 

COLUMBUS. Ohio (AP) - Af
ter two weeks of some uneven of
fensive play. the No. 6 Buckeyes 
were understandably anxious this 
week with giant-killer Purdue com
ing to town. 

Ohio State had reason to be wary 
of the Boilermakers. who had al
ready upset two top-five teams this 
season. The last time the two teams 
met Purdue halted the Buckeyes' 
2018 march to the playoffs with a 
stunning upset in West Lafayette. 

No worries this time. 
Freshman quarterback C.J. 

Stroud was dialed in, throwing for 
361 yards and five touchdowns 
as the Buckeyes struck early and 
rolled over Purdue 59-31 on Sat
urday. 

"It's going to build a lot of confi
dence,., Ohio State coach Ryan Day 
said. "I don't think our guys were 
lacking confidence. I just think af
ter the last two weeks - we were 
on edge a little bit this week, to be 
honest with you. We just wanted to 
get back in this game, score in the 
red zone and get our nose dirty a 
little bit. and I think we did that." 

The Buckeyes (9-1. 7-0 Big Ten, 
CFP No. 4) scored on all seven of 
their first-half possessions. piling 
up 45 points against a Purdue team 
that hadn't allowed more than 30 
in any game this year. 

Tre Veyon Henderson added to 
his impressive freshman resume 
with 98 yards and a pair of first
half TDs. Garrett Wilson caught 
three touchdown passes and ran for 
another. 

'"We were lucky to hold them 
to 59," Purdue coach Jeff Brohm 
said. 

The Buckeyes romped early, 
capitalizing on two Boilermakers 
turnovers. the second of which was 
a fumbled kickoff recovered on the 
Purdue 14. The 12-yard catch by 
Wilson two plays later gave the 
Buckeyes two touchdowns in 14 
seconds. 

Wilson had IO catches for 126 
yards. Jaxson Smith-Njigba fol
lowed up a 1 5-catch, 240-yard ef
fort last week with nine catches for 
139 yards a a TD. 

Chris Olave had nine receptions 
for 85 yards a touchdown, the 33rd 
of his career and one away from the 
school record. 

"It's just real scary." Smith-Njig
ba said. '' l think its hard for defens
es to cover all of us.'' 

HELPING OUT 
The Ohio State defense wasn' t 

outstanding, but Stroud and Co. 
painted over it. Purdue quarterback 
Aiden O'Connell was 40 for 52 
and threw four touchdown passes. 
He wasn't sacked. David Bell had 
11 catches for I O 3 yards as the 
Boilermakers (6-4, 4-3) piled up a 
respectable 481 yards. 

"Certainly we don't like to give 
up 31 points in a game," Day said. 
"I think when you look at the last 
couple of weeks, when the of
fense has been exactly stellar, the 
defense played really, really well. 
This game, we score 59 points on 
offense and the defense gave up 
31. 

"The good news is we're kind of 
helping each other out, but we're 
still looking for that complete 
game. That's part of winning foot
ball in November." 

TERRIFIC RUN 
A 57-yard touchdown run by 

Henderson was his fourth rush of 
at least 50 yards this season, which 
ties him for the national lead. His 
1 7th TD put him within one of the 
single-season school record by a 
freshman. Maurice Clarett had 18 
in 2002. 

THE TAKEAWAY 
Purdue: The defense just 

couldn't slow down Ohio State's 
array of offensive stars. Purdue had 
won three of its last four, including 
a 40-29 upset of then-No. 5 Michi
gan State last week, before runn_ing 
into a Buckeyes offense that JUSt 
wasn't missing on much. 

'They are a playoff-caliber 
team,'' Brohm said. ..They out
played us and out-manned us and 
really beat us in every category." 

Ohio State: The Buckeyes shook 
off all the talk about this being a 
possible trap game and treated Pur
due like an early season cupcake. 

POLL IMPLICATIONS 
The rout over a dangerous con

ference foe should impress voters. 
With No. 4 Oklahoma's loss to 
No. 18 Baylor, the Buckeyes could 
make a move up. 

UP NEXT 
Purdue: Plays Northwestern on 

Saturday at Wrigley Field. . . 
Ohio State: Hosts No. 8 Michi

gan State on Saturday. 

Titans stay hot; Redskins top Bucs 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

- Ryan Tannehill ran and threw 
for touchdowns as the Tennessee 
held off the Saints for their NFL
best sixth straight victory, 23-21 

The Titans (8-2) also became he 
second team in NFL history to win 
five straight over playoff teams 
from the season before, joining the 
2003 Philadelphia Eagles. Tennes
see improved to 7-0 overall against 
2020 playoff teams this season. 

WASHING TON 29, 
BUCCANEERS 19 

LANDOVER, Md. (AP) - Tom 
Brady threw two interceptions in 
t~e fi~st q~a11er_ as part ?fan i~plo: 

right to help the NFC East leaders 
get back on track. Offensive execu
tion was among them. 

PACKERS 17, SEAHA WKS 0 
GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) -

Aaron Rodgers was uneven in his 
return from COVID-19 but did 
more than enough to support a 
standout Green Bay defense. 

A.J. Dillon rushed for two 
foul1h-quarter touchdowns for the 
Packers, who handed the Seahawks 
their first shutout loss in a decade. 

PANTHERS 34, 
CARDINALS 10 

GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP} -
Cam Newton provided a flashback 

' • .,., • • 1 . .J; 

by halftime. 
EAGLES 30, BRONCOS 13 

DENVER (AP} - Cornerback 
Darius Slay returned a fumble 82 
yards for a touchdown and rookie 
DeVonta Smith hauled in two TD 
passes from Jalen Hurts. 

VIKINGS 27, CHARGERS 20 
INGLEWOOD, Calif. (AP) -

Kirk Cousins threw a pair of touch
down passes to Tyler Conklin and 
Dalvin Cook rushed for 94 yards 
and a score. 

COLTS 23, JAGUARS 17 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) - Jona

than Taylor rushed for 116 yards 
and a touchdown and Indianapolis 
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Ohio, WV split 
snowy OVAC 
soccer matches 
By CODY TOMER 
For The Times Leader 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - As snow began to cover the 
turf of Red Devils Stadium on Sunday, soccer stars 
enjoyed ·one last chance to shine. 

In the Girls ' OVAC All-Star Game, West Virginia 
rolled to an 11-2 victory over Ohio but the Buckeye 
state got even in the boys' match with a 3-2 triumph. 

GIRLS 
Brooke's Madison Platt was a nightmare on the 

Ohio defense all day as she tallied five goals - two 
in the first half and three in the second - to lead 
West Virginia to victory. 

" It was a really good experience and I had a lot 
of fun playing with girls I've never played with be
fore," Platt said. "It was a lot of fun, I made some new 
friends and we clicked. We had a lot of good passes 
and scored. That's all that matters." 

Samara Nunn of Parkersburg South was named the 
Offensive Player of the Game for the Mountaineers 
as she recorded a hat trick with two netters in the first 
half. 

"Nobody realizes how much talent there is in West 
Virginia because they don't think of it as a soccer 
state," West Virginia assistant coach Chuck Neighoff 
of Linsly said. "But there is a lot of talent here." 

West Virginia took a 6-2 lead into halftime and 
shut out the Ohio stars in the second stanza. 

Rachel Works was the Defensive Player of the 
Game for West Virginia after she not only played 
keeper for West Virginia but she also played keeper 
for Ohio when its goalie had to leave the game. She 
didn't allow a goal in her time in net for Ohio in a 
great show of sportsmanship. 

"She made a lot of big saves," Neighoff said. "She 
played well on both sides and it was good to see her 
get Defensive Player of the Game." 

Kailyn Wilson of Linsly found the back of the net 
for West Virginia, as did Brooke's Brooke Ohler and 
University's Tali Sizemore. 

The two goals for the Buckeye state, both in the 
first half, were scored by Ohio Offensive Player of 
the Game Chloe Petrelle of Steubenville and Indian 
Creek's Tae Childress. 

"We couldn't do this last year (due to COVID) but 
it's nice to just get one more game for the girls I've 
coached and that we've played against," Ohio coach 
Annie Cutri of Steubenville said. ·'It's great to honor 
them for one more game:· 

Boys 
A great game came down to the final minutes and 

was decided by two Dover teammates. . 
Ohio Offensive Player of the Game Reese Utter tied 

the match at 2-2 with 4:51 remaining and teammate 
Ethan Kopp beat the keeper with I : 11 left to secure 
the victory for the Buckeyes. 

"The field was messy with all of the snow but you 
just put the playerss out there and trust them to gel 
those last two goals," Ohio coach Austin Wade of 
Dover said. "These guys are great and it was a great 
group of boys.'' . 

St. Clairsville's Jesse Brannan delivered Oh10's 
first goal of the match and also assisted on Utter' s 
netter. 

For West Virginia, Oak Glen's Andrew Giambroni 
collected the first goal and Wheeling Central standout 
Austin Nestor gave the Mountaineers the lead with 9 
minutes to play before Ohio's late-game heroics. 

Wheeling Park's Taylor McFarland was named 
West Virginia' s Defensive Player of the Game. 

Coach of the Year 
Neighoff earned the OV AC Girls Coach of the Year 

Award after leading the Cadets to the OVAC title. 
"It's my second year after taking over the program 

and we changed a few things," Neighoff said. "The 
big thing was changing our strength of schedul~. We 
picked up some teams that really benefited us m our 
OV AC preparation. There are a lot of big schools that 
we played that were very skilled and that made us take 
our game to another level." 

Matt Kopp of Weir took home the boys' honor. 



Photo/JOHN POKAS 
OHIO STATE wide receiver Garrett Wilson runs toward the end zone for one of his four touchdowns during 
Saturday's game against Purdue at Ohio Stadium. 

Stroud, Wilson shine as 
Ohio State routs Purdue 

COLUMBUS. Ohio (AP) - Af
ter two weeks of some uneven of
fensive play, the No. 6 Buckeyes 
were understandably anxious this 
week with giant-killer Purdue com
ing to town. 

Ohio State had reason to be wary 
of the Boilennakers, who had al
ready upset two top-five teams this 
season. The last time the two reams 
met, Purdue halted the Buckeyes· 
2018 march to the playoffs with a 
stunning upset in West Lafayette. 

No worries this time. 
Freshman qua11erback C.J. 

Stroud was dialed in, throwing for 
361 yards and five touchdowns 
as the Buckeyes struck early and 
rolled over Purdue 59-31 on Sat
urday. 

''It's going to build a lot of confi
dence .• , Ohio State coach Ryan Day 
said. "I don ·1 think our guys were 
lacking confidence. I just think af
ter the last two weeks - we were 
on edge a little bit this week, to be 
honest with you. We just wanted to 
get back in this game, score in the 
red zone and get our nose dirty a 
little bit. and I think we did that.·• 

The Buckeyes (9-1 , 7-0 Big Ten, 
CFP No. 4) scored on all seven of 
their first-half possessions. piling 
up 45 points against a Purdue team 
that hadn "t allowed more than 30 
in any game this year. 

Tre Veyon Henderson added to 
his impressive freshman resume 
with 98 yards and a pair of first
half TDs. Garrett Wilson caught 
three touchdown passes and ran for 
another. 

"We were lucky to hold them 
to 59," Purdue coach Jeff Brohm 
said. 

The Buckeyes romped early, 
capitalizing on two Boilermakers 
turnovers, the second of which was 
a fumbled kickoff recovered on the 
Purdue 14. The 12-yard catch by 
Wilson two plays later gave the 
Buckeyes two touchdowns in 14 
seconds. 

Wilson had l O catches for 126 
yards. Jaxson Smith-Njigba fol
lowed up a 15-catch, 240-yard ef
fort last week with nine catches for 
139 yards a a TD. 

Chris Olave had nine receptions 
for 85 yards a touchdown, the 33rd 
of his career and one away from the 
school record. 

"It's just real scary," Smith-Njig
ba said. "I think its hard for defens
es to cover all of us." 

HELPING OUT 
The Ohio State defense wasn "t 

outstanding, but Stroud and Co. 
painted over it. Purdue quarterback 
Aiden O'Connell was 40 for 52 
and threw four touchdown passes. 
He wasn't sacked. David Bell had 
11 catches for I 03 yards as the 
Boilermakers (6-4. 4-3) piled up a 
respectable 481 yards. 

"Certainly we don't like to give 
up 31 points in a game," Day said. 
"I think when you look at the last 
couple of weeks, when the of
fense has been exactly stellar, the 
defense played really, really well. 
This game, we score 59 points on 
offense and the defense gave up 
31. 

"The good news is we're kind of 
helping each other out, but we 're 
still looking for that complete 
game. That's part of winning foot
ball in November." 

TERRIFIC RUN 
A 57-yard touchdown run by 

Henderson was his fourth rush of 
at least 50 yards this season, which 
ties him for the national lead. His 
17th TD put him within one of the 
single-season school record by a 
freshman. Maurice Clarett had 18 
in 2002. 

THE TAKEAWAY 
Purdue: The defense just 

couldn't slow down Ohio State's 
array of offensive stars. Purdue had 
won three of its last four, including 
a 40-29 upset of then-No. 5 Michi
gan State last week, before running 
into a Buckeyes offense that just 
wasn't missing on much. 

"They are a playoff-caliber 
team,'' Brohm said. "They out
played us and out-manned us and 
really beat us in every category." 

Ohio State: The Buckeyes shook 
off all the talk about this being a 
possible trap game and treated Pur
due like an early season cupcake. 

POLL IMPLICATIONS 
The rout over a dangerous con

ference foe should impress voters. 
With No. 4 Oklahoma's loss to 
No. 18 Baylor, the Buckeyes could 
make a move up. 

UP NEXT 
Purdue: Plays Northwestern on 

Saturday at Wrigley Field. 
Ohio State: Hosts No. 8 Michi

gan State on Saturday. 

Titans stay hot; Redskins top Bucs 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

- Ryan Tannehill ran and threw 
for touchdowns as the Tennessee 
held off the Saints for their NFL
best sixth straight victory, 23-21 

The Titans (8-2) also became he 
second team in NFL history to win 
five straight over playoff teams 
from the season before, joining the 
2003 Philadelphia Eagles. Tennes
see improved to 7 -0 overall against 
2020 playoff teams this season. 

WASHINGTON 29, 
BUCCANEERS19 

LANDOVER, Md. (AP) - Tom 
Brady threw two interceptions in 
the first quarter as part of an implo
sion by the reigning Super Bowl 
champions. 

Washington lost Chase Young, 
last season's Defensive Rookie of 
the Year. to a potentially serious 
injury. 

COWBOYS 43, FALCO NS 3 
ARLINGTON. Texas (AP) -

Ezekiel Elliott ran for two touch
downs. Nahshon Wright recovered 
a blocked punt for a score a week 
after touching one kept Dallas from 
getting the ball, and the Cowboys 
routed the Falcons. 

Plenty of things that went wrong 
for the Cowboys in a blowout loss 
to Denver that ended a six-game 
winning streak a week ago went 

right to help the NFC East leaders 
get back on track. Offensive execu
tion was among them. 

PACKERS 17,SEAHAWKS0 
GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) -

Aaron Rodgers was uneven in his 
return from COVID-19 but did 
more than enough to support a 
standout Green Bay defense. 

A.J. Dillon rushed for two 
fourth-quarter touchdowns for the 
Packers. who handed the Seahawks 
their first shutout loss in a decade. 

PANTHERS 34, 
CARDINALS 10 

GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) 
Cam Newton provided a flashback 
to his Superman days in his second 
debut with the Panthers, throwing 
for one touchdown, running for an
other. 

Newton, the 2015 NFL MVP 
who was signed by the quarter
back-thin Panthers earlier in the 
week, made his presence felt on 
his first play of the game, entering 
on third down and screaming 'Tm 
back!" after barreling into the right 
comer of the end zone for a 2-yard 
touchdown. 

On Carolina's next drive, New
ton threw a 2-yard TD pass to Rob
by Anderson as the Panthers (5-5) 
built a stunning I 7-0 lead in the 
first quarter and a 23-0 advantage 

half. 
"Nobody realizes how much talent there is in West 

Virginia because they don't think of it as a soccer 
state," West Virginia assistant coach Chuck Neighoff 
of Linsly said. "But there is a lot of talent here." 

West Virginia took a 6-2 lead into halftime and 
shut out the Ohio stars in the second stanza. 

Rachel Works was the Defensive Player of the 
Game for West Virginia after she not only played 
keeper for West Virginia but she also played keeper 
for Ohio when its goalie had to leave the game. She 
didn't allow a goal in her time in net for Ohio in a 
great show of sportsmanship. 

"She made a lot of big saves," Neighoff said. "She 
played well on both sides and it was good to see her 
get Defensive Player of the Game." 

Kailyn Wilson of Linsly found the back of the net 
for West Virginia, as did Brooke's Brooke Ohler and 
University's Tali Sizemore. 

The two goals for the Buckeye state, both in the 
first half, were scored by Ohio Offensive Player of 
the Game Chloe Petrelle of Steubenville and Indian 
Creek's Tae Childress. 

"We couldn't do this last year (due to COVID) but 
it's nice to just get one more game for the girls I've 
coached and that we've played against," Ohio coach 
Annie Cutri of Steubenville said. "It's great to honor 
them for one more game." 

Boys 
A great game came down to the final minutes and 

was decided by two Dover teammates. 
Ohio Offensive Player of the Game Reese Utter tied 

the match at 2-2 with 4:51 remaining and teammate 
Ethan Kopp beat the keeper with 1 : 11 left to secure 
the victory for the Buckeyes. 

"The field was messy with all of the snow but you 
just put the playerss out there and trust them to get 
those last two goals," Ohio coach Austin Wade of 
Dover said. "These guys are great and it was a great 
group of boys." 

St. Clairsville's Jesse Brannan delivered Ohio's 
first goal of the match and also assisted on Utter's 
netter. 

For West Virginia, Oak Glen's Andrew Giambroni 
collected the first goal and Wheeling Central standout 
Austin Nestor gave the Mountaineers the lead with 9 
minutes to play before Ohio's late-game heroics. 

Wheeling Park's Taylor McFarland was named 
West Virginia's Defensive Player of the Gaine. 

Coach of the Year 
Neighoff earned the OV AC Girls Coach of the Year 

Award after leading the Cadets to the OV AC title. 
"It's my second year after taking over the program 

and we changed a few things," Neighoff said. "The 
big thing was changing our strength of schedule. We 
picked up some teams that really benefited us in our 
OV AC preparation. There are a lot of big schools that 
we played that were very skilled and that made us take 
our game to another level." 

Matt Kopp of Weir took home the boys' honor. 
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ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Jesse Brannan plays the ball 
during Sunday's snowy OVAC All-Star Soccer Match 
held at Red Devil Stadium. Ohio prevailed in the boys' 
contest. 

Alabama jumps Cincy to No. 2; OU falls to 12th 
NEW YORK (AP) -- Alabama 

jumped Cincinnati to No. 2 behind 
Georgia in The Associated Press col
lege football poll on Sunday and Okla
homa dropped eight spots to No. 12 af
ter losing for the first time this season. 

Georgia is a unanimous No. 1 in the 

AP Top 25 presented by Regions Bank 
for the sixth consecutive week and the 
Southeastern Conference has the top 
two teams in the poll for the sixth time 
this season. 

Alabama and Georgia were flip
flopped at Nos. 1 and 2 for five weeks 

in September and early October. 
The switch from Cincinnati to Al

abama at No. 2 was more about the 
Bearcats than the Crimson Tide, which 
closed the gap on UC to four points last 
week. 

Alabama took care of business 

against overmatched New Mexico State 
on Saturday. No surprise there. 

Cincinnati remained unbeaten af
ter winning at South Florida 45-28 on 
Friday night. It was the fourth straight 
week the Bearcats played a team with a 
losing record. 

• 
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Sam Huff, the hard-hitting Hall of Fame linebacker 
who helped the Giants reach six NFL title games from 
the mid-1950s to the early 1960s and later became a 
popular player and announcer, died Saturday. 

WVU Great Sam 
Huff Dies at 87 
By TOM CANA VAN 

AP Sports Writer 
Sam Huff. the hard-hit

ting Hall of Fame line
backer who helped the 
New York Giants reach 
six NFL title games from 
the mid-19 50s to the 
early 1960s and later 
became a popular player 
and announcer in Wash
ington. died Saturday. He 
wm, 87. 

Huff always will be 
remembered as the furi
ous middle linebacker in 
a 4-3 scheme developed 
for him by fellow Hall 
of Farner Tom Landry, 
his defensive coordinator 
with New York and later 
the architect of the Dallas 
Cowboys' rise to power. 

Raised in West Virgin
ia coal mining country. 
Huff became a two-time 
AU-Pro in a career that 
spanned 1956-69, reg
ularly crashing into the 
likes of Jim Brown, Jim 
Taylor and other bruising 
running backs. 

Deborah Matthews. a 
lawyer for Huff's daugh
ter, Catherine Huff My
ers, told The Associated 
Press that Huff died of 
natural causes in Win
chester, Virginia. An 
obituary released by the 
Giants said Huff had 
been diagnosed with de
mentia in 20 I 3: 

"Sam was one of the 
greatest Giants of all 
time. 

Please see HUFF. Page JO 
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Brooke's Madison Platt makes a pass during Sun
day's OVAC All-Star Game in St. Clairsville. 

Ohio, WV Split 
By CODY TOMER 

Sports Writer 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE 

- As snow began to 
cover the turf of Red 
Devils Stadium on Sun
day, soccer stars enjoyed 
one last chance to shine. 

In the Girls· OVAC 
All-Star Game. West 
Virginia rolled to an 
-I 1-2 victory over Ohio 
but the Buckeye state got 
even in the boys· match 
with a 3-2 triumph. 

GIRLS 
Brooke's Madison 

Platt was a nightmare on 
the Ohio defense all day 
as she tallied five goals 
- two in the first half 
and three in the second 
- to lead West Virginia 
to victory. 

.. It was a really good 

experience and I had a lot 
of fun playing with girls 
I've never played with 
before.'' Platt said. "It 
was a lot of fun, I made 
some new friends and we 
clicked. We had a lot of 
good passes and scored. 
That's all that matters." 

Samara Nunn of Park
ersburg South was named 
the Offensive Player of 
the Game for the Moun
taineers as she recorded a 
hat trick with two netters 
in the first half. 

"Nobody realizes how 
much talent there is in 
West Virginia because 
they don't think of it as 
a soccer state," West 
Virginia assistant coach 
Chuck Neighoff of Lins-
1 y said. 
Please see SPLIT. Page JO 

l.;entraI ue,eats 
Moorefield in Round 1 

Photo by Cody Nespar 

Wheeling Central running back Riley Watkins (29) powers through a pair of Moorefield defenders. 

Maroon Knights will host No. 16 Gilmer Co. Saturday 
By CODY NESPOR 

Sports Writer 
WHEELING Entering 

Saturday, Moorefield had not 
lost to a Class A team all year. 
All three of the Yellowjackets' 
losses in the regular season were 
against Class AA programs, but 
that changed Saturday afternoon 
when Wheeling Central defeated 
Moorefield 35-7 at Wheeling Is
land Stadium in the first round of 
the West Virginia playoffs. 

"I'm really proud of how hard 
our kids played," Central coach 
Mike Young said. 'That's a very 
physical team, they're definitely 
a good football team. I'm awful 
proud of our kids, it's just a great 
win today.'' 

"I'm proud of how he han
dled the pressure of stepping in 
for Michael and doing a tremen
dous job," Young said of his sig
nal-caller. "He's been doing the 
back and forth all year and both 
are doing a heck of a job of keep
ing our kids together. We always 
say next man up, and that's ex
actly what Payton did.'' 

The Maroon Knights (8-3) 
held Moorefield's (7-4) power 
running game to just 60 yards on 
34 carries and forced three turn
overs on their way to victory. 

The Knights started hot, as 
their first play from scrimmage 
was a play-action pass that 
quarterback Payton Hildebrand 
completed to Jayvon Miller for 
a 51-yard touchdown. Hildeb
rand made his first playoff start 
in place of an injured Michael 
Toepfer and completed 4-of- I I 
passes for 94 yards with one 
touchdown and an interception. 

Central found a lot of success 
on offense running wildcat plays 
with playmaker Lorenzo Ferrera 
at quarterback. A 20-yard run 
by Ferrera at the end of the first 
quarter set up Cole O'Neil for a 

Please see CENTRAL, Page 12 

No. 16 Titans Stun 
Top-Seed Cameron 

By CODY TOMER 
Sports Writer 

CAMERON 
Cameron will certain
ly remember the day it 
played the Titans. 

No. 16 Gilmer Coun
ty stunned top-seeded 
Cameron on Saturday 
in the opening round of 
the West Virginia Class 
A playoffs as the Titans 
secured a 1 9-14 victory 
inside Dragon Stadium. 

Gilmer coach Thom
as Cogar admits that the 
team got lost coming 
into town before the 
game but once they ar
rived, the Titans came 
to play. 

"We actually got here 
late because we got lost 
coming in." Cogar said. 
"We didn't even have 
time to talk. We just 
laced them up and came 
at them." 

Cameron held tightly 
to a 14-13 lead early in 
the fourth quarter but a 
41-yard connection be-

tween Gilmer quarter
back Ean Hamrick and 
Cole Cogar in double 
coverage set the Titans 
up in enemy territory. 
A personal foul on the 
Dragons, which was 
a theme of the game, 
moved Gilmer even 
closer. 

Hamrick found Gar
rett Butler for an 8-yard 
TD to give the Titans a 
19-14 edge with 7:39 
to play. 

Cole Cogar came up 
big on defense. as well, 
ending the final two 
Cameron possess10ns 
with interceptions to 
help deliver the mon,;ter 
upset. 

'Tm just feeling raw 
emotion," Coach Cogar 
said. "I'm so proud of 
these guys. They battled 
every snap, they played 
together and they got it 
done." 

Cameron was done 
in by I 3 penalties for 
97 yards. Four of those 

Photo by Bill Ferguson 

Cameron's Adam Angel blocks a punt during 
Saturday's playoff game against No. 16 Gilmer 
County. 

were personal fouls and 
several were encroach
ment penaltie-; on third
and short to keep Gilm
er drive!> alive. 

"We said all year 
long that we are prob
ably the only team that 
can beat us and we 
did .• , Cameron coach 
Tim Brown said. "Per
sonal fouls. we jumped 
offside several times. 
We just didn't execute. 
When we are focused 
and disciplined. we are 
a very good team. When 

ea 

we don't have focus 
and discipline, we're 
not. Hats off to Gilm
er. They came to play. 
Their athletes made 
plays and we didn't.'' 

After a scoreless 
first quarter, Cameron 
struck first. Two fourth
down conversions set 
up a 4-yard plunge into 
the end zone by running 
back Isaac Ball for the 
6-0 advantage. 

Pteale see CAMERON 
Pat,:e JO 



Chris Klieman said. "Have 
confidence that you know the 
plan and can execute the plan, 
have belief in yourself and 
each other and then raise the 
expectation each week. 

into those of-Russ Yeast. Kan
sas State promptly marched 55 
yards to take a 7-0 lead. 

block if, ·and teammate Marvin 
Martin picked up the loose ball 
for a 14-0 lead. 

on the field, they tried the field 
goal and Casey Legg pushed it 
wide right. 

The Wildcats extended their 
lead to 24-3 early in the second 
half. Malik Knowles nearly 
broke the opening kickoff for a 
TD and Thompson took advan
tage of the good field position 
to hit Wheeler for the score. 

gain improving Kansas 
State to 12 of 14 on fourth 
downs this year. Vaughn 
capped the 63-yard drive with 
a TD run to put the game away. 

'This is a big-time win." 

A few minutes later, the 
Mountaineers' VanDarius 
Cowan hit Thompson with a 
helmet-to-helmet blow and 
was ejected. 

"We kind of doctored up this 
punt block all week that we 
thought we could get," Klie
man said. 

Klieman added. "because we 
haven't had a whole lot of suc
cess against them." 

Skylar Thompson had just 
138 yards passing for the 
Wildcats (7-3, 4-3 Big I 2), 
but the senior made a couple 

"The ball was clearly out," 
Brown said. "I can't explain 
that." 

West Virginia eventually got 
the ball back, but a personal 
foul for a chop block forced a 

The problems continued for 
West Virginia when it gambled 
on fourth-and-6 at the Kansas 
State 2 9 near the end of the 
first quarter; Doege was sacked 
for a turnover-on-downs. And 
when the Mountaineers faced 

That's when the Mountain
eers got on track for the first 
time all game. 

"We had not done a great job 
of stopping those guys," Klie
man said of the fourth-down 
gamble. "I looked at Skylar 
and said, 'This is yours. What 
do you like? We need a touch
down. We didn't come here to 
hang on to win. We came here 
to win the football game.'' 

HUFF ---
(Contlnued from Page 9) 

''He was the heart Pro Bowls, four with 
and soul of our defense the Giants and one with 
in his era. He almost Washington. 
single-handedly influ- "Anyone who knew 
enced the first chants of Sam knew what an 
'Defense, defense' in amazing person he was," 
Yankee Stadium," team Washington owners Dan 
president John Mara said and Tanya Snyder said. 
m a statement. "He was an iconic play-

Robert Lee "Sam" er and broadcaster for 
Huff was born in a min- the franchise for over 
ing camp in Edna. West 40 years and was a great 
Virginia on Oct. 4. 1934. friend to our family. He 
His father and two of his represented the fran
brothers worked in the chise with honor and re
coal mines and he lived spect on the field in the 
in a small rowhouse with booth and was beloved 
no running water. by our fans." 

Huff was a two-way The baby-faced Huff 
lineman in high school became the second NFL 
and went to West Vir- player featured on the 
ginia. where he played cover of Time magazine, 
guard as a sophomore appearing on Nov. 30, 
and tackle in his final I 959. Bobby Layne was 
two years. featured five years earli-

"Mountaineer Na- er. 
tion is saddened to "The Twentieth Cen
leam of the passing of tury," a documentary 
WVU football legend television program host
Sam Huff. What a great ed by Walter Cronkite 
Mountaineer who al- on CBS that began in the 
ways cared for and loved late l 950s, once broad
his university:' hletic di- cast a piece on him enti
rector Shane Lyons said tied "The Violent World 
in a statement. of Sam Huff." Huff wore 

After retiring as a a microphone during 
player. Huff coached for practice and an exhibi
a year with Washington tion game for the piece. 
in I 970. He soon took Drafted out of West 
a job in marketing with Virginia in the third 
Marriott and worked un- round in 1956, Huff 
ti! 1998. played for New York 

Huff's major regret from 1956-63. He was 
was winning only one traded to Washington 
of his title games, the before the I 964 season 
championship in his and played there for the 
rookie season when the next four seasons. He 
Giants crushed the Chi- retired after the '67 sea
cago Bears 4 7-7 at Yan- son, sat out the follow
kec Stadium. ing year and returned for 

Huff was selected as a final season in 1969 
the NFL ·stop linebacker as a player-coach under 
in 1959. He went to five Vince Lombardi. 
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Late in the third quarter, 

SPLIT 
(Continued from Page 9) 

"But there is a lot of 
talent here." 

West Virginia took a 
6-2 lead into halftime 
and shut out the Ohio 
stars in the second stan
za. 

Rachel Works was the 
Defensive Player of the 
Game for West Virginia 
after she not only played 
keeper for West Virgin
ia but she also played 
keeper for Ohio when its 
goalie had to leave the 
game. 

She didn't allow a 
goal in her time in net for 
Ohio in a great show of 
sportsmanship. 

"She made a lot of big 
saves," Neighoff said. 
"She played well on both 
sides and it was good to 
see her get Defensive 
Player of the Game." 

Kailyn Wilson of Lins
ly found the back of the 
net for West Virginia, 
as did Brooke's Brooke 
Ohler and University's 
Tali Sizemore. 

The two goals for the 
Buckeye state, both in 
the first half, were scored 
by Ohio Offensive Play
er of the Game Chloe 
Petrelle of Steubenville 
and Indian Creek's Tae 
Childress. 

"We couldn't do this 
last year (due to COVID) 
but it's nice to just get 
one more game for 
the girls I've coached 
and that we've played 
against," Ohio coach 
Annie Cutri of Steuben
ville said. "It's great to 
honor them for one more 
game.'' 

BOYS 
A great game came 

down to the final min
utes and was decided by 
two Dover teammates. 

Ohio Offensive Player 
of the Game Reese Ut
ter tied the match at 2-2 

with 4:51 remaining and 
teammate Ethan Kopp 
beat the keeper with 
1 : l 1 left to secure the 
victory for the Buckeyes. 

"The field was messy 
with all of the snow but 
you just put the plays out 
there and trust them to 
get those last two goals." 
Ohio coach Austin Wade 
of Dover said. "These 
guys are great and it was 
a great group of boys." 

St. Clairsville's Jes
se Brannan delivered 
Ohio's first goal of the 
match and also assisted 
on Utter's netter. 

For West Virginia, 
Oak Glen's Andrew 
Giambroni collected the 
first goal and Wheeling 
Central standout Austin 
Nestor gave the Moun
taineers the lead with 9 
minutes to play before 
Ohio's late-game hero
ics. 

Wheeling Park's 
Taylor McFarland was 
named West Virginia's 
Defensive Player of the 
Game. 

Coach of the Year 
Neighoff earned the 

OV AC Girls Coach of 
the Year A ward after 
leading the Cadets to the 
OVAC title. 

"It's my second year 
after taking over the pro
gram and we changed a 
few things," Neighoff 
said. "The big thing was 
changing our strength of 
schedule. 

"We picked up some 
teams that really bene
fited us in our OV AC 
preparation. There are 
a lot of big schools that 
we played that were very 
skilled and that made us 
take our game to another 
level." 

Matt Kopp of Weir 
took home the boys' 
honor. 
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CAMERON--------
(Contlnued from Page 9) 

It took Gilmer one play 
to respond. 

Hamrick dropped back 
and sent a beauty of a 
pass sailing right into the 
hands of A very Chapman 
for a 66-yard TD strike. 
The PAT gave Gilmer a 
7-6 edge at halftime. 

''That was big for our 
momentum to answer 
that score," Coach Cog
ar said. "Honestly, these 
guys have done it all year. 
Hamrick is our leading 
passer for our school 
and Cole may have bro
ken the school receiving 
record here. Those kids 
have been doing that 
since they were freshmen 
and I'm just so proud of 
them." 

The Hamrick to Chap
man connection rekin
dled in the second half as 
the Titans took advantage 
of another third-down 
offside call on Camer
on - leading to a 3 I -
yard TD from Hamrick 
to Chapman to soften the 
cushion to 13-6 midway 
through the third. 

Late in the stanza, the 
momentum shifted. 

After a brilliant de
fensive stop by Camer
on, Adam Angel broke 
through the line and 
blocked a punt to set the 
Dragons up 5 yards from 
paydirt. 

Quarterback Colson 
Wichtennan cashed in on 
a I -yard QB sneak and 
a 2-point conversion run 
by Wichtennan gave the 
Dragons a 14-13 edge 
with 11 :57 remaining in 
the game. 

Ball, who did most of 
his damage on offense, 
made a huge play on 
defense on the ensuing 
drive as he went up for a 
jump ball and came down 
with an interception after 
wrestling it out of the re
ceiver's hands . 

However, the Dragons 
couldn't capitalize and 
Hamrick found Butler 
for the game-winning 
score to shock the state. 

"I just told them the 
truth," Brown said of his 
postgame speech. "We 
weren't focused and we 
weren't disciplined. But 
these are great kids. We 
always talk about the 
next play - be ready for 
life when bad things hap
pen. Pick yourselves up 
and go to the next play. 
I hope they do that. This 
is tough. I told the kids 
'don't blame each other, 
blame me.' I hope our 
seniors do well in their 
next sport and I hope our 
young guys learned a lot 
and I hope they learn a 
lot from this, as well." 

Ball led Cameron with 
8 5 yards rushing on 1 9 
carries, while Hamrick 
threw for 218 yards on 
I 4 of 2 7 passing. His 
top target was Chapman 
who went for 111 yards 
on four grabs. 

James Monroe 32 
Trinity 0 

• 

Lindside - Class A 
No. 7 James Monroe 
held No. IO Trinity to 30 
net yards of total offense 
downing the W aniors 
in a first-round playoff 
game in Lindside. 

The host Mavericks 
bottled the Warriors' 
ground attack, holding 
them to minus-38 yards 
rushing and coming away 
with four turnovers. 
Leading James Monroe 
was QB Layton Dowdy, 
who canied the ball 21 
times for 8 2 yards and 
score, tossing two more 
touchdowns to Cameron 
Thomas. 

East Hardy 45 
Meadow Bridge 6 

The Class A No. 3 
Cougars thrashed the No. 
I 4 Wildcats in the first 
round of the state play
offs cat fight l_)OUncing 
for a 26-0 halftime lead 
en route to a victory. 

Miller threw 7-of-l 0 
passes for 165 yards with 
three touchdowns in ad
dition to adding a team 
best 7 4 rushing yards on 
1 3 carries with two more 
touchdowns. 

Iman recorded 16 car
ries for 64 yards with one 
touchdown and fumble. 

Lang led the Cougars 
in receiving with four 
catches for 86 yards plus 
two touchdowns. 

Price was gained 79 
yards and one TD. 

Class AAA 
Jefferson 31 
Hurricane 18 

SHENANDOAH 
JUNCTION Key
shawn Robinson scored 
a pair of touchdowns 12 
apart in the fourth quarter 
as sixth-seeded Jefferson 
rallied from behind to win 
its first-round Class AAA 
playoff game against No. 
l l Hurricane. 

Class AA 
Fairmont Senior 30 
Herbert Hoover 28 
Gennaine Lewis tack-

led Herbert Hoover quar
terback Dane Hatfield in 
the end zone for a safe
ty with 2: I 7 left in the 
game to break a tie and 
send No. l 6 seed Fair
mont Senior to victory 
over the top-seeded Hus
kies in a first-round Class 
AA game at University of 
Charleston Stadium. 

Bluefield 44 
Point Pleasant 20 

POINT PLEASANT 
- Amir Hairston rushed 
for I 40 yards and two 
touchdowns, while Ryker 
Brown added a pair of 
rushing scores and threw 
for two more while guid
ing 14th-seeded Blue
field past third-seeded 
Point Pleasant in a Class 
AA opening round con
test at OVB Field. 
NORTH MARION 64 

Grafton 14 
After falling behind 

7-0 in the first quarter to 
the 11 th-i)eeded Grafton 
Bearcats, the No. 6 Hus
kies rattled off 64 unan
swered points . 

• 


