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Meadowbrook High's Cordal Lingafelter wrestlas against Cambridge’s Cooper
Kerns at the 66th OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament at WesBanco Arena.

Beaver Local claims

-overall OVAC mat crown

Barnesville wins Class 3A team title;
Meadowbrook's Gatrell is 120-pound runner-up

By JEFF HARRISON
The Dally Jeffersonian

WHEELING, WV — The reign of the
Parkershburg South Patriots has ended!

Beaver Local High emerged as the over-
all champion at the 66th OVAC Ron
Mauck Wrestling Tourna- .
ment which concluded a
threedhy runat
WesBanco Arena on
Saturday, unseating Park-
ershurg South from the
top spot after an Imprw-
ajve run of eight crowns in the last nine
years,

Beaver Local, which won its only other
overall title in 2003, pulls away from Park-
ersburg South during Saturday’s first
round and went on to win easily, claiming
the Class 4A championship as well.

South stiil managed its 10th straight
Class 5A title while Barnesville won the
3A crown and Bridgeport was the 1A/2A
winner, Jt was Barnesville's first division
title since 2007 and Bridgeport’s first
simce 1988. - _

. Locally, the top performance came from
Meadowhrook senior Terry Gatrell, who

earned a runner-up finish in the 120-pound -

weight class.

Gatrell was pinned in 5:28 in the title
bout by No. 1 seeded freshman Logan
Ours of Beaver Local, currently the No. 2-
ranked wrestler at 120 in Ohio Division II
who pinned his way through the tourna-
ment and won the Hercules Award (five
pins in 10:21), Gatrell, the No, 3 seed and
a four-ime OVAC place-winner, went 4-1
in the tournament (winning by téch fall
17-1, pinball in 1:50; major decision 186
and declsion 12-11) to improve his overall
record to 234.

Ten other local grapplers earned their
way onto the podium by finishing third
through eighth place.

In a head-to-head local battle for third
place at 106 pounds, Barnesville freshman
Griffen Stephen won a tough match
against Shenandoah sophomore Alex
Overly 3-2. Stephen, the No, 6 seed, went
5-1 in the tournament to improve to 16-6
on the season while Overly, the No, 1
seed, posted a 4-2 mark for the week and
is now 26-3 overall

Senior Marshal Niswonger of Caldwell
finished fourth at 113 pounds. The No. 5
seed, he turned in a 4-2 record for the
event and is now 22-5 on the year.

Senior Brylan Clouse of Barnesville cap-
tured third at 182, The No. 3 seed, he had
a 51 tournament to improve to 9-1 for the
season,

LAY T S A ' F N L L

Shenandoah High's Easton Hitchens
battles for control of his cpponent
during the 66th OVAC Ron Mauck
Wrastling Tournament at WesBanco
Arena.

placed fourth at 126. Far surpassing his
Nao. 9 tournament seed, he notched a 5-2
record over three days and is now 21-7
overall,

Sophomore Jarret Stillion of Meadow-
brook posted a fifth-place finish at 106
pounds. The No. 5 seed, he turned in a 52
mark in the tournament to boost his
record to 22-8,

Junior Easton Hitchens of Shenandoah
earned a sixth place finish at 285. The No.
5 seed, his week’s work resulted in a 3-3
recard, giving him an overall mark of 22-8.

Junior Collin Wiley of Caldwell was
sixth at 138. As the No. 6 seed, he had a 4-
3 weekend and is now 23-8 on the season.

Senior Dalton Rice of Shenandoah
placed seventh at 220, The No. 7 seed, he
was 4-2 in the tournament and now stands
24-7 overall,

Senior Cooper Kerns of Cambridge
wound up eighth at 152, The No, 11 seed,
he turned in a 4-3 effort at for the event
and is now 19-8 for the year.

Individual champions crowned Saturday
night included: freshman No. 2 seed
Jaymin Salsberry of Beaver Local (106);
sophomore No. 1 seed Howard Williams
of East Liverpool (113); freshman No, 1
seed Logan Ours of Beaver Local (120);
senior No. 2 seed Peyton Blasko of
Steubenville (126); senior No. 1 seed Ja-
cob Simpson of University (132); junior
No. 1 seed Peyton Hall of Oak Glen (138);
junior No. 1 seed Brayden Reberts of
Parkersburg South (145); senior No. 1
seed Anthony Rice of Steubenville (152);
freshman No, 2 seed Brenden Severs of
Beaver Local (160); senor No. 1 seed
Beau Smith of Beaver Local (170); senior
No. 1 seed Anthony Carman of John Mar-
shall (182); senior No. 1 seed Garreit
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junior No. 1 seed Braxton ~ Year; Steve Kalo, a long=  Mike Blackburn of
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No. 1 seed Louden Haga of Tournament Worker of the (3A) and Jamie Lesho of
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Caldwell High’s Marshal Niswonger lock horns with his cpponent at the 66th OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling
Tournament at WesBanco Arena. '

OVAC Wrestling Tournament highlights

Barnesville High School's Griffen Stephen holds  Meadowbrook Highs Zackery Selby stares down
down his opponent during action at the 66th OVAC his oppanent looking for an opportunity to attacks
Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament at WesBanco at the 66th OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament
Arena. at WesBanco Arena.

Cambridge High's Aubrey Antill dives in for a takedown attempt during the
66th OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament at WesBanco Arena.

Caldwell High's Collin Wiley has control during a  Barnesville High's Cameron Woods battles his
match at the 66th OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling opponent at the 66th OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling
Tournament at WesBanco Arena. Tournament at WesBanco Arena.




Bamnesville High School’s Griffen Stephen holds Meadowbrook Highs Zackery Selby stares down
down his opponent during action at the 66th OVAC his opponent looking for an opportunity to attacks
Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament at WesBanco at the 66th OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament
Arena. at WesBanco Arena. ‘

Cambridge High's Aubrey Antill dives in for a takedown attempt during the
66th OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling Tournament at WesBanco Arena.

Caldwell High's Collin Wiley has control during a  Barnesville High's Cameron Woaods battles his
match at the 66th OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling opponent at the 66th OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestling
Tournament at WesBanco Arena, : Tournament at WesBanco Arena.

An overview of the action at the 66th OVAC Ron Mauck Wrestli.ng Tournament at WesBanco Arena in
Wheeling, W.Va.
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Top local finishers at OVAC

Jeff Harrison, Daily-)eff.com

The top local finishers
at the 66th OVAC Ron
Mauck Wrestling
Tournament which
wrapped up Saturday
evening at WesBanco
Arena in Wheeling were
the Barnesville
Shamrocks, who
captured the Class 3A
team title; and
Meadowbrook senior
Terry Gatrell, who
finished as the runner-
up in the 120-pound
weight class.
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OVAC Wrestling seeds,
brackets announced

By KIM NORTH ' captured the team and Class 5A
Times Leader Sports Writer championships in each of the last
five seasons and eight of the past

WHEELING - It is officially nine. They piled up 324.5 to Bea-
Ohio Valley Athlet- ver Local’s 240 last
ic Conference Wres- Mﬂ year.  Steubenville
tling Week as seeds won the overall and

i The Times Leader's . :
for the 66th édlgon annual OVAC Wrestling gg‘fg Iiﬁ Sé?&swg;
of the QVA > | Preview will contained in 2L o e
?vd;'f];e iggsﬂ”gsg_ Wednesday's edition e ot
day night during a ] that today. There is a
press conference inside Generations ot of quality coming into the tour-
Restaurant. o the nament, er?v'l:;c;:ciu[ly at th? tc;}pe of the
As has been pretty muc case podium. e scems to more
since it jOiﬂedp the OVAC, Park- quality this year than in years past,
ersburg South leads the way with Parkersburg ‘South_ assmta’m coach
13 seeds, which include a tourna- David Jefferies said. “\,tve[c ve go\fv a
ment-high four No. 1s. However, really good tournament team. We
Beaver Local also hadfih?' grapplers have four No. 15]eeq§ and expect
seeded in the top 12 of their respec- them to live up fo that.
tive weight classes, including a trio  South’s top seeds include return-
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ST. CLAIRSVILLE
head coach Joel
Sansons looks over
his brackets during
a press conferance
Sunday night for
the 66th annual
OVAC Ron Mauck
Wrestling Tourna-
ment, The three-day
event gets under
way Thursday inside

M downtown Wheel-
B ing's WesBanco

Arena at 6 p.m. and
runs through Satur-
day night's champi-
onship finals,

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH

of top seeds. ing champions Brayden Roberts
'Ihl?: Wood County Patriots have Seas, OVAC, Pags B4
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(145) and Braxton Amos (220), and Zane Hinzman

(160) and Louden Haga (285). Another defending champ
- senior Tucker Windland (126) — is seeded fourth in a
very deep weight class.

The Beavers No. 1 seeds are junior two-time defending
champion Cole McComas (1263, freshman phenom Logan
Ours (120) and senior Beau Smith {170).

“T think we have a good,
young team who is doing
the right things. They are
preparing the right way
and I think the way things
shook out in the seeding
meeting is just an indica-
tion of how hard these kids
work and prepare to be
successtul,” Beaver Local
head coach Jordan Wil-
liams said. “I’s a testa-
ment to what they do on a
day-in and day-out basjs.”

McComas is also a two-
time Ohio Division II state
runnerup,

The Beavers also have
five second sceds. -

Wheeling Park checks in with 12 seeded wrestlers,
which is one more than Steubenville.

“I'm pretty excited for my first OVAC Tournament
seed rueeting. I think everyone’s seeds panned out really
well,” first-year Wheeling Park head coach Brian Leggett
explained. “They (the wrestlers) did all the hard work al-
}cady, s0 the work in the seeding meeting was prefty easy

or me.”

Despite not having o No. 1 seed, the Patriots did receive
two thirds in Billy Gooch (152) and Dylan Wood (220),

Big Red's 11 seeds include a No. 1 in Antheny Rice
(152}, who is also ranked No. 1 in the state by BoroFan.
The senior is also a defending champion.

“You always want to get higher seeds, This tournament
Is tough. There are a bunch of good teams here,” Steuben-
ville head coach Mike Blackbum said. “The whole thing is
to come in here and wrestle. Our kids have to perform on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday.”

Steubenville also has four No. 2 seeds.

Other top seeds include Shenandoah’s Alex Overly
(106); East Liverpool’s Howard Williams (113); Uni-
versity’s Jacob Simpson (132); Oak Glen’s Peyton Hall
{138); John Marshail's Anthony Carman (182); and Ma-
donna’s Garrett Cook (195).

Williams and Carman won titles at 106 and 160 last
year, while Hall was a titlist as & freshman when he be-
came the first frosh to win the coveted Bierkortte Award as
the Most Qutstanding Wrestler of the tournament.

The three-day event begins Thursday at 6 p.m. with
Olympic-style opening ceremonies. Wrestling starts at’
6:30. On Friday, action resumes at ncon and then again
at 6 p.m. Saturday begins with championship sernifinals
at noon. The night session kicks off at 6 with the 1aming
of Mr. Mat. The championship finals are slated for 6:30.
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By KIM NORTH
Times Leadar Sports Writar

nesville, Bridgeport

victory.”

WHEELING - Although no ared in-

nual Ohio Valley Athletic Con
i ionships it was a one-class field, ;
gggmﬁi@?;kpa\};rg?lléggl Ecggln;l?eft WcP;- on some hard times until Nelson’s ar-
Banco Arena with some top hardware,  rival.
Bridgeport hadn’t won an QVAC
mat championship since'it ‘wentHac
to-back in 1987-88 in C!
A, respectively. The 31-year drought b

weekend as the Bull- : ¢
gggidpgzgru?%z points in three days lenders in Tino Kusic (170) and Muason

to win the Class 1A72A crown by four Kuneff (160). -

ints over Caldwell. ‘
po%mr?:siil]e, meanwhile, returned to' came the school’s all-

the first time since 2007 t?y Saturda,
g;:i-m;oihe Class 3A championship tory, su
with 80 points, which was also good B
enough for 10th place overall.
“I'm proud of the entire team. b
wrestled hard all weekend. This was Deaver Loca
a total team effort,” Bridgepost head

claim OVAC mat crowns

ic fini ounds
' Kusic finishes runnerup at 170 p |
" BU"dOQS < coach David Nelson said. “Every kid
that won a match contributed to this

The title was the 10th overall for the

tvi i i 6than- Bulldogs. They also won the first seven
B e ALty tlg:gferesge Loumnrients ever held (1954-60) when

B

“As a staff we/r¢ good at gglting kids ®
k- tocime ot and-developing them,” Nel-
lass. 2ZA and son noted. “The kids go out and w'x;estle
ard and that's all we can ask for.”
Bridgeport was led by its two senior

Kusic, who finished runnerup, be-

y afternoon with his 157th vic-
rpassing Brian Roskovich and
ryan Skoff. Kuneff ended up fourth.
Kusic, the No. 2 seed,ddrqp'ped tﬂ
tough 7-5 sudden-victory decision to
v Bos s top-seeded Beau Smith.

See, MAT, Page B2

but had fallen

time win leader

¢ Mat

Continued from Page B1

Kusic, the No. 2 sced, dropped a
tough 7-5 sudden-victory decision
to Beaver Local's top-seeded Beau
Smith. The Bulldog senior trailed 1-0
after two periods but took a 5-2 lend
with a takedown with 56 seconds left,
However, he surrendered an escape
and subsequent takedown in the wan-
ing seconds to force overtime where
Smith secured a takedown and the win.

“We've had & lot of runnerup finish-
€5 as a team where we’ve just fallen
short,” Barnesville head coach Jayson
Stephen said. “It wasn't looking good
in the blood-round (fourth round of
consolations) when we lost four kids
from placing, but the two kids that
wresticd today did what they had to
do.”

He was referring to freshman Grifi-
cn Stephen (106) and senior Brylan
Clouse (182) who both lost in the
semifinals but bounced back to each

- grab third place.

“Brylan and Griffen both battled
back from tough semifinal losses to
each get third place, and that was huge
for points,” he offered. “You can’t
ask for anymore than that after los-
ing in the semis. It didn't affect them
and they came back and did what they
needed to do,

The Shamrocks alse have 10 team
litles now, They won their first title in
1977 as Class A/AA champs before
taking the Class AAA titles in 1983
and 19835, which was the only time
they won the overall title. They have
been Class AA runnersup in 1995,
1997, 2000-01 and 2006-07,

St. Clairsville finished second in
Class 4A with 120 points, which was
well behind overall champion Beaver
Laocal’s 303, Head coach Joel Sansone
had half-a-dozen of his Red Devils
reach the podium.

“When you have the overall cham-
pions in your division, it kind of makes
1t hard to get first-place, but, you know
what, we']l take second place to them,”
he said. “The Kkids wrestied a good
tournament. The six placers are the
most we've had since 1've been here.
We were on the brink of having 8 or
10, but the good news is that our of our
six placers, only one is a senior,”

That one would be senior Justice
McCamick (220) who finished fiftl.,
He was joined on the podium by soph-
omores Koen Kish (120-3rd), Caden
Stout (132-6th), Austin DuRe (138-
7thy and Reese Skaggs (170-5th);
along with junior Derek Witsberger
(195-4thy,

Buckeye Local had four placers in
sophomore Brian Palmer Jr. (1332-
3rd); junior Zac Cesario (220-8th);
and seniors Charlic Smith (170-7th)
and Shayne Christian (182-8th).

Martins Ferry had 1 trio of individ-
uals reach the podium in senior Drake
Dobson (195-3rd) and juniors Richie
McFarland (182-5th) and Donte Lew-
is (285-8th),

Harrison Central also had three
placewinners in seniors Blayne Erwin
(182-6th), Josh Croft (195-6th} and
Cody Gamble (285-3rd).

Beilaire checked with two placers in
senior Joseph Bonfini (i20-8th} and

juniar Cody Albaugh (160-8th).

Steubenville's  Pevion  Blasko
earned the coveted Bierkortte Award.
The Big Red senior capped his run
through the |26-pound bracket with
2 stunning, 6-5, ultimate-tichreaker
victory over Beaver Local's two-time
defending champion, Cole McComas,

Beaver Local, by virtue of four indi-
vidual titlists, ran away with the over-
all and Class 4A team championships.

The Beavers damned up a whopping

303 points 10 243 for second-place
Parkersburg Sowth, which had  won
five straight crowns and cight of nine
since joining the hi-state conference,
The Wood County Patriots. however,
did pocket the Class 5A title. Steuben-
ville, the Class 4A runnerup, was Whird
overall with 214.5 poinis. Wheeling
Park, with 171, and John Marshall,
with 154, rounded out the top 5.

Winning titles for the champions
were Jaymin Salsberry (100), Logan
Ours (120). Brenden Scvers (160}
and Smith. All but Smith, who's com-
mitted 1o NCAA D-I Gdinboro. arc
freshmen. Gurs was also named the
Hercules Award winner with the most
pins in the least amount of time in the
championship bracket. He pinned his
way to his fitle.

John Marshall’s Anthony Cunman
(182) and Steubenville's Anthouy
Rice (152) defended their ttles, and
both did so in dominating fashion.
Carman, who has sicned with WvVU,
moved to 34-2 on the season with
9-1 major decision over Steubenville's
David Tuttle,

Other repent winners were Bast Liv-
erpool’s Howard Williams (113) and
Parkersburg South's Brayden Roberts
(145) and nationally ranked Braxton
Amos (220). Amos is ranked No. 1.

Oak Glen’s Peyton Hull (138) re-
Joined the winners circle as he won a
championship as a freshman before
finishing second last yeur.

He won the Bicrkortte Award two
years ngo.

University™s Jacob Simpson {132,
Madonna’s Garrett Cook {195y and
Parkersburg South’s  Louden Haga
{(285) rounded out the individual (ji-
lists,

Parkersburg South won the Cluss
SA title.

BRIDGEPORT'S
TINO Kusic has
a hold on Bea-
ver Local’s Beau

S Smith during their

§ 170-pound cham-
b plonship bout
Saturday night
during the 66th

/| annual OVAC Ron
| Mauck Wraestling
bd Championships.
Kusic fost 7-5 in
sudden-victory.

T4 PhotoKiM NORTH
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Farmer West Virginia University
defensive coordinator Tony Gibson 1s
hired at Nosth Carolina State/11

e
Seeds Are Set for OVAC Wrestling Tournament

Action begins
Thursday inside

WesBanco Arena

By KIM NORTH
For The Intefllgencer
WHEELING - 1t is official-
ly Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence Wrestling Week as seeds
for the 66th edition of the OVAC
Ron Mauck Tournament were 1e-

As has been iE))ﬂ:t'q,' much the
case since it joined the bi-state
league, Parkersburg South leads
the way with 13 seeds, which in-
clude a tournament-high four No,
is. However, Beaver Local also
had 13 %rapplers seeded in the
top 12 of their respective weight
classes, including a trio of top
seeds,

The Wood County Patriots
have captured the team and Class
5A championships in each of the
last five seasons and eight of the
past nine. They piled up 324.5
to Beaver Local’s 240 last year,
Steubenville won the overall and

ﬁhﬂuﬁeﬂligmm
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Closs 4A titles in 2013,
but South was the 5A
champ.

“We talked about

to live up o that.”

South's top seeds
include refurning
champions Brayden

that today. There Roberts (145) and
is a lot of quality { Braxton Amos
coming into the i@ (220), and Zane
tournament, espe- IWE Y Hinzman {160}
cially at the top of \.o% and Louden Haga
the podium. There 3 e (285). Another de-
seems to be more fending chmw) — se-
quality this year than in nior Tucker Windland

years past,” Parkersbur% (126) — is seeded fourth
South assistant coach David in a very deep weight class.

Jefferies said, “We've got areally ~ The Beavers No. 1 seeds are
ood tournament team. We have junior two-time defending. cham-

our No. 1 seeds and expect them pion Cole McComas (126), fresh-

Monday, January 14, 2019

. leased Sunday night during a press
conference inside Qenerations
Restaurant.

BRTS
(Continued from Page 9N

The Beuavers also have five second
seeds. o

Wheeling Park checks in with 12 seed-
od wrestlers, which is one more than Steu-
benville,

“I'm pretty excited for my [irst OVAC
Tournament seed meeting. T think every-
one's seeds panned out really well,” first-
year Wheeling Park coach Brian.Le¥gett
explained. “They (the wrestlers) did all the
hard work nlready, so the work in the seed-
ing meeting was pretty €asy for me.”

Despite not having a No. 1 secd, the Pa-
triots did receive two thirds in Billy Goochi
{152) and Dylnn Wood (220). .

Big Red's 11 secds include o No. | in
Anthony Rice (152), who is also ranked
No. 1 in the state by BoroFan. The senior
is also a defending champion.

“You always want to get higher seeds.
This tournament is tough. There are a
bunch of good teams here,” Steubenville
coach Mike Biackburn said. “The whole
thing is to come in here and wrestle. Our
kids have to perform on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday.”

Steubenville also has four No. 2 seeds.

Other top seeds include Shenandoah’s

Alex Overly (106),

East Liverpool’s

Howard Williams (113); University’s Jo-
cob Simpsan (132); Oak Glen’s Peyton
Hall (138); John Marshall’s Anthony Car-
man (182); and Madonna’s Garrett Cook

(195).

Willinms and Carman won titles at 106
and 160 last year, while Hall was a titlist
a5 a freshman when he becamne the first
freshman to win the coveted Bierkortte
Award as the Most Outstanding Wrestler

of the tournament.
The three-da
Thursday with Olympic-style 0
emonies. Wrestling starts at G:
day,

event begins at 6 p.m.

ning cer-
0. On Fri-
action resuimes at noon and then again

at 6 p.m. Saturday begins with champion-
ship semifinals af noon. The night session
}uc?:s off at 6 with the naming of Mr. Mat.
The championship finals are siated for

6:30.

Tickets are $6 for adults and §4 for stu-
dents {or each session. Advance book of

five (5) tickets is $25 for adults
for students. A finals-only ticket
adults and $5 for students,

and $15
is $8 for

Monpay,

January 14, 2019
Comcs. et reerersrveersr s 12
TV/ENTERTAINMENT .o.cvveerrinarens 13
CLASSIFIED cvvvvevrirercrmresnereaniss 14-16

man phenom Logan Ours (120)
and senior Beau Smith (170).

“I think we have a good, young
team who is doing the right things.
They are retguring the right wa
and 1 thi e way things shoo
out in the seeding meeting is just
an indication of how hard these
kids work and prepare to be suc-
cessful,” Beaver Local coach Jor-
dan Williams said. “It’s o lesta-
ment to what they do on a day-in
and day-out basis.”

McComas is also a two-time
Ohio Division II state runnerup.

Please see OVAC, Page 10
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OVAC top wrestlers
of the year will be

named after Welker

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sporis Wrller

WHEELING — The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
has done & tremendous job of naming some of its champt-
onship tournaments after individuals who have served that
sport in some capacity for many, many years.

Although it may not fit into that specific category, the
OVAC Executive Board informed Dr. Bill Welker this past
week that the OVAC Wrestlers of the ——==
Year Award, which he had present-
ed through his ‘Mat Talk’ column in
area newspapers would now be pre-
sented by the conference and named
in his honor.

“T am very excited about this hon-
or,” Welker said. “T attribute any
abilities I have as a writer to my liter-
ary mentor, the late legendary sports
editor, Bill Van Horne. It makes you
feel good about being dedicated to a

sport. Everybody has their own ded-
ication. For me, I'm a firm believer
, not only in wrestling which taught me a Jot about life,
but also the importance of studying. When wrestlers go to
college, they know there isn’t anything like pro wrestling
after they have finished their careers ... maybe Olympic
wrestling ... but not pro wrestling. S0 they go to college to
get a degree.” ‘

Welker has been writing about the sport of wres-
tiing since 1974. He was the Mat Talk columnist in The
Times-Leader and Sunday News-Register from 1978 until
2010, where he wrate more than 600 articles.

“Bill is the person who allowed me to write about wres-
tling. he had a passion for the sport,” Welker added. “T will
always appreciate what Bill referred to as the so-called
‘minor” sports. he always supported me and the sport of
wrestling.”
~ During that tenure, Welker awarded “Mat Talk” All-
State certificates to all-OVAC Ohio and West Virginia
wrestlers who placed in their respective state tournoments.

Welker initiated the OVAC Wrestlers of the Year Award
in 1988. His selection committee consists of Ron Mauck,
Dr. Dan Doyle, legendary John Marshall coach, Bill Hine-
gardner, and wrestling aficionado, Dick Wolf.

Over the years, Welker received numerous writing
awards. He was selected an unprecedented seven times
as the West Virginia Wrestling Sportswriter of the Year.
Wrestling USA Magazine named him the National Wres-
tling Sportswriter of the Year in 1987 and in 2013, with
his son Rick, where he is also contributing editor for the
national periodical. _

He is the editor and chapter author of two editions of -
“The Wrestling Drill Book,” published by Human Kinetics
Publishers, which has sold over 30,500 copies nationwide.

Most recently, Welker published his memoirs, “The
Sparrow’s Spirit,” which was declared the winner in the
sports category by the Beverly Hills Book Awards in 2017.

Welker s now in the midst of writing his first wrestling
novel, “A Wrestler’s Curse,” which will hit the bookstores

in early 2020.




L Phioto/Kits NORTH
SHADYSIDE RESIDENT John Grinch, center, was named Mr. Mat during Saturday night's OVAC Ron Mauck
Wrestling Championships. He is pictured with OVAC Tournament Director Dan Doyle, left, and Tournament
namesakae Ron Mauck.




SPORTS

OVAC WREesTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS

65th Annual OVAC Ron Maick
Wrestling Champlonships
WaesBanco Arsna
Toam Scoring
arall

Ov

1. Beaver Local 46; 2, Parkars-
burg South 43; 3. Whasling Park 4;
4. Staubenville 38.5; B, 51, Clalrsville
31.5; 6, John Marshall 28; 7, Oak
Glan 24; B, {tie} Cambridge, Univar-
sity 22; 10. Barnesville 18; 11. (tia}
Bellaire, Bridgeport, Buckeye Locsl,
East Liverpool 16; 15. Brooka 15; 18,
{tie} Southarn Local, Weir 14; 18, In-
dlan Cresk 13; 19, Crestvlew, Martina
Ferry 12; 21. Caldwsll 11; 22. Map-
nolia 10; 23. {tla} Cameron, Edison,
Linsly, Madonna, Wellsvllle 8; 28.
Shenandosh ¥; 28, Maadowbrook
6.b; 30. Toronto 6; 31, {tis) Beallsviile,
Harrlson Cantral, Paden City, Union
Local 4; 35, Morgantown 2; 38, (tie)
Staubanville Catholic, Fort Frye, Riv-
er, Shadyside, Wheellng Central

Class 5A

1, Parkersburg South 43; 2.
Wheeling Park 40; 3. Stsubanville
38.5; 4. John Marshall 28; 5. Univer-
slty 22; 8, Brooka 15; 7. Welr 14; 8,
Indlan Cresk 13; 9. Morgantown 2

Class 4A

1. Beaver Local 48; 2. St, Clalrs-
villa 31.,5; 3. Oak Glan 24; 4, Cam-
bridge 22; 5. Buckeye Local 18; 8.
East Liverpool 18; 7. Martine Farry
12; 8. Edison B; 9. Maadowbrnok a8.5;
10, Harrlaon Central 4

Class 3A

1, Barneavills 18; 2, Baliaire 18; 3,
Crastviaw 12; 4, Magnoliu 10; 5. Lins-
ty 8; 6. Shenandoah 7; 7. Unlon Local
4;8, FortFrya 0

Claxs 1A/2A

1. Bridgeport 16; 2. Sgutham Lo-
cal 14; 3. Caldwali 11, 4. (tie} Carner-
on, Madonne, Wellsvllle B; 7. Toron-
to €; B, {ile) Baallavilla, Padan Clty 4;
10. River, Shadyside, Steubenvilla
Ca1hullcéhWhaallng Central D

ampionship Round
108

1 Alex Qvarly {SHEN) def Justin
Ssmpson {HC), M-Dac 18-8; 6 Jar-
ratt Stllllon (MEAD} def Sean White
{BPT}, M-Dac 11-2; 4 Carl Cochran
{JM) def Colin Grsanwood {UL},
Fall (:22; 3 Danny Yost {BRK)} daf
Tyler Sipea {IC), Fall 0:42; 8 Grifen
Stephen {BARN) dsf Jason Ralnar
{CALD}, Fall 3:09; 2 Jaymin Salsberry
{BVL} daf Justin Buchslt {EL), M-Dec
12-0.

113

1 Howard Willlams {EL} daf Jo-
seph Savags (TOR), Fall 1:10; 8 Eric
Rend (CAMB) daf Jordyn Spancar
{BL), Fall 0:48; 5 Marshal Niswonger
{CALD) dat Hydga Hale {STEUB), Fall
3:27; 4 Nata Shelak (WP} def Chad
Tice (WELL), Fall 2:51; 3 Shawn
Maore (OG) daf Braydon Desmaria
(BAK}, Fall 2:562; 6 Devin Enston {PS)
def Erlc Shriver (MORG), Fall 3:23; 7
Mark Emmarting v, (BVL) daf Chrls-
tlan Waterrnan (BPT), Fall 1:17; 2
Jace Stockett (UNIV} def Carter Wells
{BARAN), Dac 8-3,

120

1 Logan Qurs (BVL} def Chris-
tian Polka (RIV), Fall 0:40; 9 Maison
Richardson (WP) def Doug Whitman
{TOR), Fall 3;49; Cisyton Lamb (OG})
def Logen Wagner {FF}, Fall 3:2%
6 Matthew Simpson (UNIV) def
Nathanlal Gibson {UL), Fall 1:25; 4
Brayden .ohnson {PS) def Travia
Harpar (SHEN), Fall 0:38; 3 Temy
Gatrell {MEAD) def Cameron Waolls
(CV), T-Fall 17-%; 7 Ethan Gray (M)
def Valen Krzyston {WELL}, Fall 1:13;
8 Joseph Bonfinl {BELL} def John
George (BRK), Fall 0:36; 2 Koen Kish
{STC) def Daniel Ross (IC), Fall 1:54.

1286

1 Cole McComas (BVL} def Neall
Johnston {BRK), Fall D: 18; 8§ Aubray
Antllt {CAMB) def Caiden Thomton
{BARNY), Fall 1:48; 8 Chancea Waool-
ay {SL} daf Peyton Shook {JM), Dec
14-11; 5 Gavin Ray {OG) def Jessa
Coyltar (MAG), Fall 0:23; 4 Tucker
Windland (PS} daf Austin Macsk
(MAD), M-Dec 18-4; 3 Jake Staud
{UNIV) def Nell Gilbert (MF), Fall
0:42; B8 Derek Houser {CV) def (ssac
Ball (CAM), Fall 3:34; 7 Wyatt Conlay

(WEIR) def Joal Ackley (CALD), Fall
1:45; 2 Peyton Blasko {STEUB) daf
t;:amarun Lawrencae (MORG), Fall
:38.

32

1 Jacob Simpaon {UNLV} daf Tan-
ner Rambo (WELL}, Fall 0:25; 9 Can-
on Welker (WP} def Chance Gillies
{AIV}, Fall 0:38; 8 Caden Stout {STC)
def Trantln Thompaon (MORG),
T-Fall 17-2; 6 Hayden Johnson {ED)
def Michael Garard (CALD), Fall 0:58;
4 Brlan Palmer Jr, (BL) daf Sam Zom-
botti (MAGI, Def INJ; 3 Jonathan
Potts {BVL) def Jacob Caughmsan
(SL}, Fall 9:25; 11 Juda Childers {PS)
def Ryan Kamp {8PT}, Fall 0;32; 6 Ca-
dan Kenworthy {CAMB} daf George
Hoover (BARN), Dec B-5; 7 Ryl
Crall {UL) daf Diege Solano (LIN), Falt
1:18; 10 Austin Love (M) daf Rase
Spencer {IC), Fall 3:08; 2 Tyler Mul-
drew {STEUB) def Conner Roper
{CAM), T-Fall 160,

138

1 Peyton Hall (06} daf Dakoyta
Thatcher (M), Fall 1:13; 8 Austin
Starr {IC) def Danny Natlon (BLI,
Fall 1:30; 8 Gage Adams (MAG) daf
Sean Baker (WE{R), Fall 2:31; 5 Stevie
Mitchell (WP} dal Logan Cunnin
ham {WELL}, Fall §:13; 12 Austin
DaRe (STC) def Austin Howard (HC),
Fall 3:50; Calvin  Matthews {UNIV)
def Shyann Undaqwood {SHAD), Fall
0:13; 4 Gavin Quiocho (P5) daf Gage
Schwing (CAM), Fall (:39; 3 Jared
Wright {BVL) def Jesse Law {BRK],
Fall 1:09; Michaal Flynn (LIN) def
Cadoen. Schmidle (MORG), Fall 1:28;
11 Garratt Dozler (TOR) def Jordsn
Dalby (UL), Fall 4:00; & Collin Wllay
(CALD) def Jacob Boulet (BARNI,
M-Dec- 20-8; 7 Tray Wonner (CV}
def Nick Macheca (AIY), Fall 2:40;10
Chass Ward (MF) def Waslay Guy
{SHEN), Dac 10-9; 2 Jocson Muldrew
LSHEUB' def Trenton Klempa {BELL},
all 1:0

145

1 Braydan Roberts |PS) def Lo-
gan Bennett (EL), Fall 0:45; Jeremy
Brown {IC} def Calsb McWhorter
(UL}, Dec 7-5; 9 Isaac Rlcketis {CV}
dof Jacob Andemon {BL), Fall 1:40;
Dylan Glotfalty {BARN) def B Brise
Bennatt (UNIV}, Dec 11-5; 6 Janathan
Creese (OG) dsf Jullan Giuvangu
{LIN}, Fall 3:45; 12 Wyatt Van
(BEAL) daf Billy Baker {SHAD), nJl
0:28; Griffen Leambruno (MORG) daf
Bryce Wada (HC), Dec 7-8; 4 Andrew
Shelek (WP} def Bryce Hunt (CALD),
Fall 1:53; 3 Skyler Lastire {BVL) def
Ray Rayl {.JM), Fall 1:05; Mazon Mc-
Cort (STC) def Josy Vincant (SHEN},
Fall 1:38; 11 Justin Sarpe (WELL) def
Michael Mosti (SL), Fall 2:35; & Zana
Minalla (STEUB) daf Joe Duskey
(FF), Fell 0:30; 7 Chrictopher Halms
IWEIR) daf Cody Swaugar (BFT), Fall
0:13; 10 Griflen Heatharington (BELL)
daf Jnurdan Prasto (CAM}, Fall 1:31;
Jacob Smith (BAK) daf Zack Sslby
{MEAD), Fall 1:55; 2 Alec Cook {MAD)
def Kyra Smith (TOH] Fall 1:28,

1 Antheny Rlca (STEUB} def Ty
Harrtaon (CV), Fall 0:08; Skyler Hat-
ten (BPT} def Hunter Navtnl {RIV},
Fall 0:10; 8 Garet Hostutther {WE|R}
def Cum& Naylor {STCJ, Dec 18-11;
8 Devon Keya (EL) dof Ban McCardia
{JM}, Fall 2:39; 6 Dylan Milhoan (5L}
dsf Gunner Kernik [LIN}, Fall 3:47; 12
Cameron Woods (BARN) def Cordell
Lingafetter {MEAD), Fall 1:30; MI-
chael Shraves {PC) daf 2ach Marbals
(HC), Fall 3:14; 4 Mikey Shamblin
(PS} def Trentan Mitche) (MAG), Fall
3:10; 3 Bllly Gaooch {(WP) def B
Uttar {UL}, Fall 0:30; Ayden Krup nskl
{BL) def Brigga Schasfar {SHEN), Fall
4:36; 11 Cooper Kerna (CAMB) dsf
Tylar Denaher (MF}, Fall 0:47; 6 Mitch
Wukaelic {IC} daf Nick Backatt (BELL),
M-Dac 11-0; 7 Broedon Paulay {UNIV)
def Sath Kamar {WELL), Fall 0:;6D;
Chase Smith {OG) def 10 Chris Pa:k-
ar (TOR}, Def INJ; Arch Newman
(BRK) def Dmmcan Carmichaal (CAM,
M-Dec 19-8; 2 Logan Knulik {BVL} daf
Leo Bakar{FF] Fall 1:08.

180
1 Zana Hinzman (PS} def Tvlar
Danahus {BL), Fall 0:21; 8 Max Ca-

milteitl {BRK) def Frank Baker (FF),
Fall 0:41; 8 Chase Goff (MF) def
Hayden Wallace (HC), Fall 4:33; 5
Anthony Portar (CAMB) def Elilah
Waeilings-Osha {UNIV), Fall 3:13; 4
Ethan Pappas (STEUB} daf Camangn
Franke {IC), Fall 0:44; 3 Mason Ku-
neff (BPT) def Shamua Gibeon {OG),
Fall 1:02; 6 Cody Albaugh {BELL) def
Brlar Portman {SHEN), Fall 0:18; 7
Huntar Nixon (WF) daf Jarakd Unre-
In {TCQR), Fall 1:56; 10 Colton Debks
{CAM!} daf Alex McCey |PC), Fall 0:59;
2 Brenden Savers (BVL) daf Alex Pa-
padiritriou CLINJ. Fall 0:28,

t Baau Sml!h (BVL} def Bran-
don Mamia {BELL}, Fall 0:37; 8 Re-
esa Skaggs {STC} def Nell Glbbons
{BARN)|, Fall 3:08; A Wyatt Linder {PS)
daf Tucker Coultrap {HC}, Fall 1:50;
6 Jaremish Timberlake (WP} def
Cyrug Hill (LN}, Fall 1:08; 12 Latral)
Crute {SU) def Gavin Dondzila {IC},
Fal! 0:50; Tommy Mitchell (CALD} daf
Christopher Aubrey-Big (TOR], Fall
1:506; 4 Brandon Kinney {STEUB) def
Nicholas D'Amico (WEIR), Fall 1:22;
3 lan Bush {CAM} def Brody Rush
{MAG), Fall 0:34; Briar Cunningham

{WELL} deof Wystt Milay (SHEN), -

Fall 3:37; Justin Bartlett (CAMB} def
Dvylan Heinrlch {OG), Fall 1:26; 8 Ja-
cob Berlsford {UM} def Jakob Klug
(SHAD), Fall 0:59; 7 Charles Smith
{BL} def Will Miller (UNIV}, Fall 3:02;
10 Kameron Hughes {MF) daf Mason
Smith (MAD), Fall 1:26; 2 Santino
Kusic (BPT) def Dakota lsinghood
(BRK}, Fall 1:03.

182
1 Anthony Carman {JM) daf Vin-
cent Patrone (BELL), Fall 101; § Lo-
gan Wilson {IC) def Garret Parsons
(WP}, Fall 0:43; 4 Jamas Stlliwagonar
IMAG) daf Christlan Lerussi (BVL),
Dec 4-2; 3 Brylan Clouse {BARN)
def James Baaver {PC), Fall 1:14; 8
Hunter Morrls (SL) def Sha Chr-
eltian (BL}, Fall 5:37; 2 David Tuttle
(STELIB) def Logan Walters (WEIR),
Fall 2:59.
195

1 Garratt Cook iMAD) daf Austin
Willlama {BRK), Fall 0:48; 4 Derek
Witsbaerger (STC) def Liam Q'Connor
{MORG), Fall 1:09; 3 Kelth Bodnar
ISTEUB} def Noah Buckalaw (PS),
M-Dec 14-4; 2 Donavan Kirky (WEIR)
daf Cameron Stillwagoner (MAG),
Fall 2:23,

220

1 Braxton Amos {(PS} def Ryan
Croas (FC), Fall 0:5%; 8 Chance Knight
{LIN} def Evan Merrymnn {IC), Fall
1.55; B Zac Cesario (BL} dof Tim
Chesar {MEAD), Fall 1:33; & Justlce
McCeamlck (STC) def Sephen Hunter
{BAK}, Fatl 1:03; 4 Skylor Wooley [EL)

def Michael Tizziznl (TOR), Fall 0:20; '

3 Dylan Wood (WP) def Zakary Dob-
san (MF), Fall &:12; 8 Garrett Givens
{BVL) dal Payton Tuttls {STEUB), Fall
0:57; 7 Dalton Rics (SHEN) def Kolen
Hanfin {ED}, Fall 1:57; 10 Zack Maada
{BARN) def Jalob Honeywaell (SHAD),
Fall 0:38; 2 Bradtee Clark {JM) daf Lo~
pah Ellis (HC), Fall 0:24,
285

1 Loudsn Haga (PS) def Rich-
ard Montslione {SCC), Fall 0:56; B
Trey Delguzzo (STC) def C.J. Rmu
{WCC), Fall 2:34; 8 Brady Williams
{JM) daf Austin Baumgartner {FF),
Fall 2:52; & Easton Hitchena {SHEN)
def Haydan Hoga (CAM), Fall 1:42;
12 Kaz Zubay {EL} def Stephen Cralg
(SL), Fall 2:59; Zachary Kuheff (BPT}
def Juson Pesblas (MEAD), Fall 4:48;
4 Emanual Wars {STEUB} def Dan-
lal Rewson (BRK), Fall 0:48; 3 Danta
Lewls {MF) def Cole English (OG},
Dec 3-1; Josaph Hoapfner (BELL}
dat Codan Honeywsll {SHAD), Fall
1:26; 11 Mikey Hamrick {MAG) daf
Avery Clouse (BARN), Fall 0:25; &
Josh Fancher (TOR) def Nathan Zink
{IC}, Dec 6-8; 7 Calvin McGaha (WP}
def Bratt Long (CAMB), Fall 3:22; 10
Cody Gemble (HC) daf T.J. Wehr
{CALDY), Fall 1:44; Tommy Thompson
{ED} def Dylan Haseley CMOHGJ Fatl
3:20; 2 Daniel Wirth (BVL) def Corbin
Tumsy (UNIV), M-Dec 8-0,
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' Bonus Points Are
Key at OVACs

Beaver,' South, Park

each record 10 pins

By KIM NORTH .
For The Intelligencer .

WHEELING — Bonus points |
are always big in wrestling tourna-
ments. That's why the good teams
rise to the top of those events.

Beaver Local, Parkersburg
South and Wheeling Park all re-
corded 10 pins during’a rag}d
first night of the 66th dnnual Onio
Valley Athletic Conference Ron
Mauck Championships inside
WesBanco Arena, but the Beavers
also recorded two major decisions
to one for the Wood County Pa-
triots for a 46-43 advantage. The
Ohio County Patriots checked in
third with 40 points.

“We had a good day. We got |
bonus points in every maich that
we won and we won all of them
but one,” Beaver Local coach Jor-
dan Williams said. “We're in a
%‘(rmd position goindg into (today).

e had 10 pins and two major de-
cisions. Bonus points are going to
be huge if we're going to put our-
selves in a pogition to win.”

Parkersburg South coach Sean
Smith echoed those thoughts.

“I thought my guys went out
and wrestied weﬁ‘ When you
wrestle 12 matches and win 10 b
Bins, that’s preity good,” he said.

Bonus points are going to be ab-
solutely big in this tournament.
They are crucial and we try to get
them whenever we can.”

ONLINE EXTRA Photos by Kim North

TOIJ: Wheeling Park’s Jeremiah Timberlake has control of Linsly’s Cyrus
See more photos of the OVAC  Hill during thelr 170-pound match at the 66th annual Ohio Valley Athletic
Wrestling Championships at  Conference Ron Mauck Wrestling Championships Thursday night inside
www.theintelligencer.net WesBanco Arena. Timberlake won by pin in 1-minute, 6-seconds. Bot-

o . tom: John Marshall's Ethan Gray looks for back points In his 120-pound
Pieas_e see OVACS, Pgge 8 maich with Wellsville’s Valen Krzyston. Gray won by pin in 1:13.




OVACs - -

(Continued from 'age 7)
Wheeling  Park  first-yewr
coach Brian Lepgettulso liked
what he suw from his sguid.
“We did readly well, We
onty had one puy lose and the
rest of them won by pin,” he
said, “Those bonus points e
huge in atourmament like this.
All of the pins were guick
ones, 50 we're hoping 1o build
off of that and keep that mo-
mentum rodling into (foday).”
Beaver Local, which s
three No. 1 seeds, wnd Park-
ershurg  South,  with  four

top seeds, cach have 13 of

14 wresllers remaining  in
the chumpionship  bracket.
Wheeling Park has 12, as
does  Steubenville and St

Clairsville. Big Red is Tourth

r
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in the overal) team rice with
A8 points, which is seven
mare than e fifth-place Red
Devils,

“10x about what we ex-
pected.”” Steubenville  coach
Mike Blackburm said. “You
always want 1o win onc more
than you did, Noba bad star,
though, We got 12 in the
chanipionship round still. We
hadt it couple of byes, so those
suys will wrestle (today )™

Bip Red had eight pins, a
techinical fakl and o major de-
cision mmong its victories,

St. Clairsville coach Joel
Sumsone wasn't real Tappy
with the way some  secds
shook out. but ke was all
similes after the first round.
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“The puys came oul and
wrostled really well. 10 ind
ol hard to zaupe how we're
doing tewm-wise when four of
our guys that are secded had
first-rovnd byes, hut we had
nine matches and we went 8-1
will seven pins and a techni-
cal Fall” Sansone swmd. “T'm
noet even thinking about the
tewm mces right now. There
are still two long days 10 go.
It's zoing 1o be o long week-
end,

“I'mi just preaching to the
kids to go oul there and battle.
That's all T want every time
they step on the mat. Win or
lose we're paing 1o get betler.”

When asked about the sev-
en pins and a teclmical fall,
Sunsone agreed with the oth-
er cnnchus.

“We're always  looking
for bonus points, We were
in the Southside Duals Tist
weckend and | told the Kids
that dual meet toumaments
are all about bonus points,”
he said. “Seven pins and a
techinical Ll fsn't o bad way
(o st ofl the tounarment,
though.”

Al T4 wrestlers seeded
No. §-7 in their respective
weight clisses were all vie-
torions. The only two up-
sels came ot 145 pounds
when  Bamesville's  Dylan
Glotlelty decisioned No. 8
Brise Bennett of University,
11-5; and at 152 when No.
10 Chris Purker of Toronto
lost by injury defuult to Ok
Glen's Chase Smith,

Of the 123 pins recorded
inthe |48 maiches contest-
ed, 44 of them came In un-
der one minute. The fastest
being when Steubenville's
(Jdamllm, champion  An-
thony Rice (152) flattencd
Crestview’s Ty Flarrison in
mere six licks.

All 10 defending cham-
pions  prevailed, seven
Irom last year, and a trio
from the season before.

Parkersburg South leads
the Class 5A team Tace
43-40  over  Wheeling
Park. Beaver Local is tops
in Cluss 4A over Steu-
beaville, 40-38. Barnes-
ville and Bridgeport have

2-point leads over Bel-

luire and Southern Local,
respectively, in Class 3A
and Class TA/ZA,

Action  resumes  today
with Session {1 ot noon,
leaturing  second-round
matches in the champi-
onship bracket, as well as
first- and  second-round
bous in  the consola-
tion bricket, Session 111,
which begins at 6 p.m.,
will include  champion-
ship quarterfinals, as well
as third- and fourth-round
consolation bouts.



