~ Ohio Tops W.Va. In
OVAC All-Star Game

Left: Whesll
Glen's Alexis Swan hits the ball at Union Local High

Buckeyes win third straight and 16th out of last 18

By KIM NORTH
‘ For The Intelligencer

MORRISTOWN ~ The names change year-in and year-
out, but the results continue to be the same when it pertains
to thte} Ohio Valley Atbletic Conference All-Star Volleyball
match.

Sunday afternoon inside ‘The Hangar’ at Union Local
High School, Ohio dominated the 18th annual event by
swee_l%ing past West Virginia, 25-13, 25-16, 25-20 and 15-
13. The victory marked the 16th time that the Buckeye State
has come out on top, and the third straight. The Mountaineers
prevailed in 2014 and 2002.

“It's awesome when you get a bunch of these Ohio girls
from down the river together,” Beaver Local’s Sarah Lowe,
who guided the Ohio squad, said. “I think they had a lot of
fun just getting to play with other players. Some of them
even moved around from their normal position. I think they
really enjoyed their time together.

“It started when we were practicing earlier today. They got
to know each other and 1 think there were some friendships
that were made that-will 1ast for a long time.”

The two talented squads were deadlocked seven times at
the cutset of the first set, the final time at 8-all before Ohio
reeled off five straight 5)0ints and eight of the next nine to
take a commanding 16-9 advantage that West Virginia could
never recover from, »

Central's Julie Padden serves durin E‘l&PVAC All-Star volleyball game on Sunday. Right: Oak
chobl. ‘

Photos by Kim North

Ohio didn’t waste any time in going up 2-0 as it led wire-
to-wire in the second set.

After 10 ties in the third set, Ohio broke an 18-all game
wide open with five straight points and finished on & 7-2 run.

The fourth set, which was played to 15, was deadlocked
seven times before Chio went on a 3-0 spurt to take a 14-11
lead it wouldn't give up. A spike by Harrison Centrdl’s Lyn-
dsey Hennis ended the match.

hio was led by East Liverpool’s Kiandria Cowart who

was a force at the net. The Potters standout is headed to
NCAA D-II California, Pa., on a volleyball scholarship. Aid-
ing Cowart were Bridgeport’s Kamden Dulesky, Indian
Creek's Renee Antonelli and Southern Local’s Anna Sevek.
Meadowbrook’s Miranda Marsinek and Harrison Central’s
Sarah Fink had good days serving, while St. Clairsville’s Arl
Reager, Warren Local’s Hope Murdock and Edison’s Allison

‘Crawford sparkled in the back row,

“Kiandna is a great player, but today I was fortunate
encugh to coach four players that I had when they were in
seventh grade playing travel ball,” Lowe noted. “It was nice
to get back out on the court with them today. Kiandria is one
of those that I've seen progress for six years, she’s done
some phenomenal things and I wish her the best of luck in
college. She'll do some good things there, as well.” .

See OHIO, Page 12
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MORRISTOWN - The names change
year-in and year-out, but the results contin-
ue to be the same when it pertains to the
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference All-Star
Volleyball match. :

Sunday afternoon inside ‘The Hangar’ at
Union Local High School, Ohio dominated
the 18th annual event by sweeping past
West Virginia, 25-13, 25-16, 25-20 and
15-13. The victory marked the 16th time
| that the Buckeye State has come out on
top, and the third straight. The Moun-
taineers prevailed in 2014 and 2002.

“It’s awesome when you get a bunch of
1 these Ohio girls from down the river
{ together,” Beaver Local’s Sarah Lowe,
| who guided the Ohio squad, said. “I think
| they had a lot of fun just getting to play
with other players. Some of them even
moved around from their normal position. I
think they really enjoyed their time togeth-
er

§  “It started when we were praclicing ear-

! lier today. They got to know each other

and I think there were some friendships .
? “hqt were made that will last for a long

ie” :

The two talented squads were dead-

locked seven times at the outset of the first

set, the final time at 8-all before Ohio
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BRIDGEPORT'S KAMDEN Dulesky soars through the air following a spike oo B e 165

Sunday during the 18th annual OVAC Vollsyball All-Star Classic inside 'The advantage that West Virgi uld
Hangar' at Union Local High School. Ohlo defeated West Virginia four sets to acvantage est Virginia could never

nona. Ses, OVAC, Page B2
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recover from,

Ohio didn’t waste any time in going up 2-0 as it led
wire-to-wire in the second set.
. After 10 ties in the third set, Ohio broke an 18-all game

wide open with five straight points and finished on a 7-2 -

ron.

The fourth set, which was played to 15, was dead-
locked seven times before Ohio went on a 3-0 spurt to
take a 14-11 lead it wouldn't give ugl. A spike by Harri-
son Central’s Lyndsey Hennis ended the match,

Ohio was led by East Liverpool’s Kiandria Cowart who
was a force at the net. The Potters standout is headed to
NCAA D-I California, Pa., on a volleyball scholarship.
Aiding Cowart were Bridgeport’s Kamden Dulesky, Indi-
an Creek’s Renee Antonelli and Southern Local’s Anna
Sevek. Meadowbrook’s Mirands Marsinek and Harrison
Central’s Sarah Fink had good days serving, while St.
Clairsville’s Ari Reager, Warren Local's Hope Murdock
and Edison’s Allison Crawford sparkled in the back row,

“Kiandria is a great player, but today 1 was fortunate
enough to coach four players that I had when they were in
seventh grade Elaying trave] ball,” Lowe noted, “It was
nice to get back out on the court with them today. Kian-
dria is one of those that I've seen progress for six years,
she’s done some phenomenal things and I wish her the
best ciil" luck in college. She'll do some good things there,
as well,” '

West Virginia head coach Fred King knew his squad
wf?s up against a tall task, but he was pleased with their
etfort. ‘

“Kudos go to Ohio. They’ve got 33 schools to chaose
from and they have a lot of players that just skilled, they
are athletic,” the veteran Paden Citfr head coach said. “We
ltlhad some nice athletic girls, as well, but Ohio was deeper

an us.

“I really appreciate what the girls did today,” he contin-
ued. “We were limited on our size. Sometimes in all-star
games you're limited in who you get to play, but overall,
these girls did the best they could. { had fun with them.”

Mountaineer standouts included John Marshall’s
Maddy Mayle, Brooke's Jenna Cooper, John Marshall’s
Lauren Garcia, Morgantown’s Anecia Miller, Wheeling
Central’s Julie Padden and Oak Glen’s Alexis Swan,

During the contest, awards were given to the Ohio
Coach of the Year, West Virginia Coach of the Year and
Players of the Year in each of the five divisions. Buckeye
Trail’s Jeff Beros was Ohio’s top coach, while John Mar-
shall’s Chelsea Eickleberry won the W.Va. award. Players
of the Year were: Class 1A — Hope Weber (Paden City,
Fr.); Class 2A — Lizzie Williams (Southern Local, Sr.);
Class 3A — Jenni Carmichael (Buckeye Trail, Sr.); Class

'4A - Allison Crawford (Edison, Sr.); and Class 5A —
Mayle (John Marshall, Sr.). . '
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