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Wheellni Park cheerleaders perform thelr champlonship routine during

eering Champlonships at WesBanco Arena.

Cheer Squad Wins Fifth Straight; BD
Champs Again; Magnolia Nabs First

By CODY TOMER
Staff Writer

WHEELING ~ Four winning tradi-
tions continued Saturday at the OVAC
Cheering Championships at WesBanco
Arena, while one underdog picked up its
first OVAC title in school 'stogf.

Wheeling Park gamnered its fifth con-
secutive 5-A championship trophy and
its eighth OVAC title in the last nine
years, while Bishop Donahue won its
sixth 1-A championship in a row in the
Bishops final year of the program.

St. Clairsville nlso continued its win-
ning ways by notching a tenth consecu-
tive 4-A championship, while Toronto
repeated in 2-A.

The surprise of the day came early on
when Magnolia collected its first OVAC
championship in school history, knock-
ing off the defending three-time champi-
on Linsly by a narrow 1.15 points.

“I don’t think there are any words to
describe the elation that we felt now that
we won,” Ma%b]olia coach Jacqueline
Clegg said. “We have never won an
OVAC cheering championship in school

history before and it means the world to
the girls and to us.

“It was a little scary going in when
you know i,rou are the first team to go but
we just told the girls to go out and do
what they know and just raise the bar
and that is exactly what they did.”

Magnolia assistant coach Marcie Cline
was very thankful to have had the oppor-
tunity to witness history with such an
amazing group of talented athletes.

“We are so thrilled for them,” she
said, “It is all about them. They are a

eat group of kids and we already won

efore they even got on the court
because they are such a great group.”

Wheeling Park’s focused and explo-
sive group of Patriots used a strong tum-
bling routine to secure its fifth 5-A title
in a row,

“Its exhausting out there,” Park coach
Shawna Shepherd said. “That first 1:15
is probably the hardest tumbling you wilt
see in the state. It is non-stop and it is
gruelling on their bodies.

Please see Cheer, Page C3
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“Its a great team. We only have
one senior se we are expecting
good things for next year too but I
put a lot of pressure on them and
they handle it well and practice
hard. They do what they need to in
and out of the gym and [ am very
pleased.” :

Park’s lone senior, Abby Hudr-
Iik, has been a part of four OVAC
championships and has helped
deliver victories in all four appear-
ances,

“It has definitely been interest-

ing,” Hudrlik said. “It has been a

hard four years but it is very
rewarding and [ am so thankful to
come back this year and win.”

Another team that has been a
part of the winning traditions of the
OVAC cheering competition is
Bishop Denahue, which has won
six straight years. Perhaps this is
the most important of those six
years for the Bishops, who are
closing their doors at the end of the
school year,

“The last couple of weeks have
been very emotional for the girls
and for myself.” Bishops’ coach
Dana Mele suid. “Going out with
the season that we have had is a
great accomplishment. This cham-

Photos by Cody Tomer

Magnolia, left, and Bishop Denahue perform their championship-winning routines during the OVAC Cheering Championships.

pionship means a great deal for
these girls.

“The talent we have for tum-
bling for a single A school, along
with our jumps can sometimes set
you aside from other schools.
Everybody works just as hard as
the others. However, the tumbling
we have really steps it up a litile
bit.”

The most outstanding accom-

lishment of the afterncon might
ve come from the Red Devils of

St. Clairsville, who claimed their
10th OVAC title in a row.

“The pressure is on each year,”
St. Clairsville coach Shawn Tom-
lan said. “Nobody wants to be the
first senior class to lose but they
just know what its like to win so
they work really hard.

“We have had a lot of injuries
this year so we were keeping our
fingers crossed to get through the
routine and they pulled it off.”

The Red Devils did not miss a

beat and put on a flawless perform-
ance.

“We work hard on cleaning our
routine,” Tomlaa said. “That is
what St. Clairsville is known for.
We are mot always the strongest at
tumbling but we always have a
clean routine.” :

Toronto is putting together a
very solid resume, claiming back-
to-back 2-A titles, and three of the
last five.

“It is all up to them,” Toronto

coach Jenna Rampelio said. “They
come into the gym every single
day and work for hours at a time.
They leave it all on the floor and
theﬁr d’ust want it so much that they
will do anything to get it.

“We have six seniors and are
just trying to keep the tradition
going. We just want to keep win-
ning more banners. Our under-
classmen are awesome and they
have s0 much heart and dedication.
Ourr future is bright at Toronto.”
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2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHI

- :Tucks, turns, twists and triumphant tears. All will - & i oy
" be on display Saturday during the annual Ohio 201 7 OVAC
Valley Athletic Conference Cheerleading CHEERLEADING

. Championships at WesBanco Arena

Hundreds of hours of practice wilf be on display : | éc HAM PlONSHl PS

during the event, as 24 teams of young ladies per-
form their routines for the judges. All of last year’s Sam rday, Feb. 4, 2017
champions — Bishop Donahue, Class 1A; Toronto, WesBanco Arena

Class 2A; The Linsly School, Class 3A; St.
Clairsville, Class 4A; and Wheeling Park, Class SA .
return to defend their crowns. _ 24 teams competing
The event starts at 9 a.m., and also will feature for crowns in five divisions
special performances by several schools. At 9:05
~'a.m., Wheeling Park’s junior varsity will start the day ~ 9:10 a.m.: 3A Competition
with a special performance. At 11:25 am., Wheeling  10:20 a.m.' 24 Competition
Middle School will perform following the Class 5A Al m 4
competition, and at 12:40 p.m. Triadelphia Middle mi? ¢ a'm‘f 5A Competition
School will perform prior to the Class 1A start. 11045 a.m.: Awards, 3A, 2A, SA
Finally, at 2:15 p.m., St. Clairsville Middle School ~ 12:45 p.m.: 1A Competition

will perform just prior to the event’s end with the 1:45 p.m.: 4A Competition
awarding of champions in the Class 1A and 5A 2:25 p.m.: Awards, 1A, BA
divisions.

Barnesville ............ p. 3 Indian Creek .......... p. 13 Shadyside .............. p.
Bellaire ...........c..... p. 4 John Marshall ....... p. 11 Shenandoah ............ p.

Bishop Donahue ......p. 14 Linsly ............... p. § Steubenville .......... .
0

Bridgeport ....cceene P 7 MAGNONA voovuvvnienes B 8 TORORMD corvvevrrrrssnaes

Cameron .............. . 9 Martins Ferry .......... p. 6 Union Local .......... p

~Central Catholic ...... p. 10 0ak Glen ............. p. 19 Welr .....c.cocovveunnas P’
_._ms'mi'e;w p6 Paden City ............ p. 15 Weirton Madonna p
Harrison Central .....p. 17 St. Clairsville ........ p. 18 Whealing Park ....... p.

Stories campiled by Cody Tomer, Sports Writer
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2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

agnolia Blue Eagles
i coach: Jacgue Cldgg

guolia head coach tJhacﬂclme b
B

\

as been"n proud Blue Eagle for 10
iS5 now Ot((,)‘-%ether, the Magnolia
team is in good hands. .

gg has been coaching cheerleading
+ last six years in Virginia so she has
lenty of exgrience and she proved
¢ coachin Blue Eagles to a third-
finish in the regionals this year.

e were definitely excited to go from
we were last year to a third-place
this year,” Clegg said. “It just really
P me d with the ss they
nade since last year. We have a won-
group of kids and I just can't say
h about them.”

yeographer Joey Takacs has also
heavily involved with the progress
€ Blue Ea%};es have made in the last
and will have them prepared for
Zs on Feb. 4 at WesBanco Arena.

e want a routine with energy and
7ity that will engage the crowd and
dges,” Clegg said. “We are a deter-
" group. We know we are up against

Barnesvilie

Shanwacks
Head coach:

 Kelsey Leach

- the first time in a long time, the
sville Shamrocks’ cheerinf feam
1 third at the OVAC Championship

r ago and wiil be looking to build

"that performance this year.

1 by first-year coach Kelsey Leach,
thamrocks will attempt to place
with a very exciting routine.

‘e have a very fun, action packed
i this year,” Leach said.

'e have more tumbling thén we
aad in the past, so we are excited to
a new element to the routine.”
oreographers for Bammesville are
ion and Ayla Dombroski, while
1 has no assistant coaches on the

kave been the coach for all three
‘s this season,” Leach said.

ar football, basketball and OVAC,
10n and Ayla Dombroski are our
:ographers and thehhavc been
lent to work with. They bring a
etitive spirit into practice and are
s pushing the girls to achieve their

1y, February 3, 2017

ymework and they have been practicing
“We have a tight knit group of girls who
Ty il e
to wo! practice, are -orient-
ed and they even act like a team when they
aren't cheering. When somebody gets
down, they are always there to bring them
back up. They are very skilled athletes
who work extremely hard.”
Making up the Blue es competition
EIEE ar}g a%cémog Kristen Massey, Aln%
ine, Bailey Estep, Camryn Clegg,
Jordgn Delaney; jlmmmT{’ia

Eoodschoolsbutmrkidswﬂldoﬂwir
with

Seckman and

Making up the Bdrnesville competi-
tion team for the OVAC Championship
are seniors Sydney Baum, Brianna
Leach, Jenna Grear and Ashley Brown,
juniors Cara Singleton, Hannah

urkhart, Kiley Ciroli and Morgan
Burghy; and the lone sophomore
Heaven Farpesworth, with no fresh-

o

Anderson, McKenzie Ash and Kay.
Stewart; more Jaidan Headley; ar
freshmen Paige Brill, Kayna IS0;
Liza Clegg, Zoey Jenkins, Korh
Henderson and Haley Feldmeier.

Magnolia has never won OVACs ar
Clegg, Cline and her squad are excited fi
g}c oppﬁ%rwnity to change the history «

c

“We have never won the OVAC chan
Ezouship before,” Clegg said. “But we ¢

ve the same goal to change that. W
have 17 amazing kids on this team and i
like having 17 kids of my own and the
each bring something special to the table

men on the roster.

“All of the girls are very passiona
about this sport,” Leach said.

“They have pushed themselves durir
practice and have given me their all, ¢
year round. I am very proud of them ar
no matter what the results are, they a
No. 1 in my beok.”

THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER — Wheeling, W.Va -
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2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Bellaire Blg Reds
‘Head coach: Anmn Amo

Two seasons ago, the Big Reds fin-
hed third in the OVAC Cheering
hiampionships and last year, they

{1 runner-up honors in the 3-A divi-

on,

Perhaps Bellaire will continue to
aprove its positioning at the end and
se-fo the No. 1 spot on Feb. 4,

The Egg Reds are led into competition
{ sécond-year head coach Ann Armo,
ho has also been the assistant coach for
¢ Bellaire cross country and track
ams for the last six years.

Amo’s 12-girl squad is made up of
ve seniors and seven juniors. The sen-
15 include Makenna Berka, Ashlie
pnner, Megan McCarthy, Sailor Myers
il Rylie iman, while the juniors
msist of Alexis Bell, annah
'Aquila, Emily Doty, Alexandria
reet, Lexi Thomas, Dawnell Ticarich
id Lilliana Yocum. :

*“This team is a very close-knit group
ho. supports and fosters each other's
owth without hesitation,” Arno said.
fhey are such a very coachable group
"athletes who work and put in the
scessary time to reach their potential

Shennivioab Zops

M P

and I am very proud of their ability to
work together from the weight room to
the floor to achieve their goals.”
oreographer Joey Takacs has put
together a routine for the Big Reds that
they hope will get the crowd excited and

earn them an OVAC title. .
“Joey has given us a fun, enel
routine that allows the girls to shoy
their individual tafents,” Amo sai
am very excited to see what they c.

-with this routine.”

Head coach: April Glosey

Not cmlyée will  the
ienamndoah Zeps be taking
ut in the OVAC Cheering
hampionship at WesBanco
rena on Feb. 4, but they will
0 be mah'u%othc tn":F to the
ternational Competition at
isney in March, after win-
ng a bid.

ith such an i trip
ead for the Zeps, that
anges their outlook a litte bit
1 the OVAC ¢ i ips.
“QOur goal for OVAC

mmpetition = is -to  sta
althy,” Zeps coach April
iesey said. “That way we

n compete at  the
ternational Competition at
lsney in March.”

Shenandoah has not been a
lar participant in the
AC contest over the last

w .Inmct,lastmwas

. first time Shenan has

ten in the OVACs in
vera]p;gms.

Giesey is in her second year
as the Shenandoah bead coach,
after spending the two years
prior as the junior high coach.

Giesey’'s  assistant  is
Jennifer Frye.

" Shenandoah’s choreogra-
er is Erika McDaniel of the
hio Valley All Stars in

Patkersburg, W.Va.

McDaniel has put together
a routine that has the Zeps
and their coaching staff excit-
ed and working around the
clock to Srcpare for.

“Our OVAC routine has a
nice cheer and dance seg-
ment,” Giesey said. “These
girls have n working
extremely hard, and they
never quit.”

The Shenandoah OVAC
cheering competition squad
consists of. Erica Cantwell,
Cheyenne Giesey, Savannah
Giesey, Allison Dixon and
Kaileigh Ramage.

-- THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER —~ Wheeling, W.Va
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2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

- Head ceach:iKyllq Harris
imlyhaswonthreecon' ks gbBl A *squad, along with
ltive_OVAC titles and ‘.- Erag Joey Takacs,

ifmrthvnﬂ:lhe

is always ire,”
ris said. “But 1 want to
/¢ 'that it doesn't matter
» the coach is because the
i ‘are-good enough to win
heir own, no matter what,”
he behef that Harris has in

team is even more
iifable because of the fact
Cadets are a much younger
n then they were a season

I‘his is a totally different
" Harris said. “We are a

ng team but they have def-

:ly shown that it doesn’t

tﬁl’ "

Aast year's coach. Megan

uso, i8 helping out with

mﬁwnhir_

gy »put together the
C routine.

ur muhne has a lot of
ity,” Hasris said. “The
"ghow that they are
ﬂley have a lot of

The/ OVAC has changed its

music mules this year, 50 that

there is no copynighted son
allowed during ghne routines, g
each team must provide its
own sound.

“We got to make our own
music this . Haris said,
“We have wn in different
things in the music to make it
our own. You won't hear any-
thing else like it.”

re are no seniors on this
year’s roster. The 14-girl
competition squad consists of
uniors Alexis Storch, Gabby
i{a.rden Savannah White,
Shay Theaker and Ugo
Onwuka; sophomores Maria
Mosman, Gabby Grant and

Ohio County Schools

ys" sports offered are Baseball,

sketball, Cross Country, Football,  om winming three

If, Soccer, Swimming, Tennis,
ick and Wreatling.

Champlonsiips
48" sports offered are Basketball, mmmzm;
cerleading, Cross Country, Golf,
ceer, Softball, Swimming, Tennis,

ick and Volleyball

1b sports include Hockey, Boys’

crosse and Girla® Lacrosse.

 Together We Achieve
% Fatrits /

tecling Park High Scheol offers
varsity sports and 3 club sports.

GOOP LUCK

Wiesiing Park i thie
2017 OVAC

Chesrlesding
Competition!
Congratuiations

conseentive Sinte

iday, February 3, 2017

Lizzie Stern; and freshmen
Isabel Falbo Ally Carson,
Bristol Bertram, Lindsay
Lenz, Jazzl Gummer and
Abb ter.

Linsl cheerleaders are

talented but it might be their
personality that makes them

" Wheeling Park
Athletic
Department

suchaum ue group ofglr
knowntonot!
fuIl tum ling squad,” H:

“Butthegirlsarcsoen
that they show

they on't need to be abl
do 10 tucks in a row to wi

THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER — Wheeling, W.V:
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!2(‘)'17 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Grestviow Rehels
‘Head coacl:
Amis Gope

Vcll?ometotheOVAC Crestview High
ool! - :

he Rebels of Crestview joined the
AC in D&c:mber and weredinviwd to
+part in the competition and are now
arking on their first ever cheering
&eﬁﬁon i school history,

We are excited to take part in this

it,” Crestview coach Amie Cﬁe sfmﬂfé .
Q

: have been very thankful for h
yuragernent from the tournament direc-
in this new endeavor for our school.”
‘ope was named the high school coach
restview during baske season and
lso the middle school cheer coach for
ball and basketball.

[ have coached our ymnszlll‘fm
last four years,” id. “I was an
stant this past season, and I am
ing forward to moving into the head
:Eing role pext football season as

for

ope is coaching the Rebels without
assistant coaches or choreographers,
the routine was. put together by the

Martins Ferry
Purple Riders
Head coach:
Breanna Beck
beir are two first-year coaches at the
1in Marting .
ead coach Breanna Beck, along with

itant coach Lisa Kapiskosky. might be
thing in their t 3-A OVAC |
mpionship, but they are to take
1 challenge with a motivated squad.

We consider ourselves fortunate to
:-such a great of girls to work

in this first year,” Beck said.

[he girls have been working really
this I\f’w and they are determined to
the No. 1 spot. The determination and
vill to win 15 what will make the pitls
1 out th]li year.” .
he Purple Riders’ choreographers
inon Dombroski and Ayla Stewart.
shannon and Ayla have designed a
pace routine that highlights the cheer-
s’ skills and talent,” Beck said,
w are all individually talented
working and with the combina-
of the two, we can maximize our
I’s potential.”
ompeting this year for the Purple
8’ 14-gird squad are seniors Megan

are

Rebels themselves,

“The team members took it upon them-
selves to make up our routine,” Cope said.
“Since this is our school’s first competi-
tion, we are simply hoping to put together
a respeciable routine. routine consists
of a cheer, chant and dance. We only have
one tumbler on our team, S0 we hope to
highlight our dancing.”

The Crestview cheer team includes
Mckalie Stickney, Kayla Butts, Elizabeth
Farmer, Madison Dallies, Abigail Whaley,

Edwards, Kaitlen Hood, Samaira Jones,
Zoe Marling and Carly McKeegan; juniors
Sami Eimer and Rebecca Gasaway; soph-
omores Bailey Barries, Alyssa Bmdf( and
Erica Doyle; and freshmen Kayana Jones,
Kara Kapiskosky, Ravyn Richardson and
Jessica Roberts,

- As the Purple Riders take center stage at.

WesBanco Arena on Feb. 4, all of the hard

THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER — Wheeling, W.Va

Sara Knuffman, Leigha Anders
Sheridan Ball, Lity Marr, Allison Bei

. and Alexa Bregar,

“We are anxious to see the other sche
compete and learn how we need to grov
a team,” Cope said.

*“The girls have taken a great deal
pride in coming up with and practicing 1
routine in the past several weeks, We
looking forward to meeting the ot
schools in the OVAC and forging n
relatjonships.” A

work they have put in will be showcas
especially the work of the five seniors, ¢
Beck couldn’t be happier with how |
team has prepared for this moment in th
CAreers.

“T am very proud of how hard this te:
has been working,” Beck said.

“I greatly appreciate all of th
efforts.” :

Friday, February 3, 2017




2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Head coach:
Mallory Gooper:: 3,

3ridgeport head coach Mallory Coopér |
| assistant coach Chelsey. Strain are
iited about ‘what the Bulldo wﬂl‘%
ging to the table for the 2017 OVACY,
lering Championships. at Wheelifig™s
"glllnco Arcna&us L and g
Our routine this year is enctgetic '
=Catching,” Sn'ai);! said, ‘I8 fitled |
h difficulty and originality.

‘It’s not your typical ‘Bridgeport’
.ﬁne.li

Strain is a veteran of Euidjng athletes
sugh the rigors of OVAC competition.
“I coached St. John for two years,’’ she
1. “‘Both years, they placed second in {
TACs. This is my second year at |
dgeport.” ' .
The Bulldogs have seven girls compet-
- with two alternates.

Bridgegm's squad consists of senior
mine Rogers, juniors Vetra Foster, .
iryjane Williams, Mackenzie Hammer
i }(ayla Kuri, and freshmen Kira |
rman and Danielle Bradac.

So§homorc Ayana Green and fresh-
in Katie McConn are the alternates,

axira
« Expert Service « Largest Selection
Asics » Brooks » Saucony

» New Balance

Your Track & Fleld Headquarters!
318 33RD ST., BELLAIRE OH
T740-671-1982

www.TheRunnersConnection.com

"Weare thearea's official

_ GrossFit® Center

riday, February 3, 2017 THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER — Wheeling, W.V.




2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING

- Shadyside Tigers
.. Head coack:

. Melanie Haswoell

rhe Shad side Tigers are coming off
1perb OVAC competition last season

be runnér-ups of the AA division and
sfan- head. coach Melanie Haswell,

> Has codched cheefing for 28 years, -

ixcited o’ compete” this year with a
mising rtoutine on Feb. 4 at
sBianco Arena in front of what
uld be a packed house:

Our cheerleaders have worked very
1 this season in hopes of a positive
come in the ugcommg;-OVAC-com—
tion,” Haswell said, “We feel that
OVAC routine has the difficulty and
wmanship to be, once again; a com-
he Tigers: routine is horeographed

e Tigers’ routine is ¢ )
Caruso B

Me, .

h Pyside has placed in a number of
ier For A Cure events in the last fonr
rs, while advancing to the state
mpionships in the last two seasons
're they have placed in the top four

1 years.
'his i3 .a %;:at bunch of girls,”
well said, “They are hard working,
icated and resilient. They have never

ﬂven up and they always strive to be the
§t."

Making up the 13-girl squad for the
OVAC championships are seniors Alexa
Coggins, Pami Coutrafuerm, Lyndsey

Howell and Sidney Wolgemuth; no jun- -

iors are on the this year’s team; sopho-
mores Tori Bumba, Desirae Harris,
Victoria Heswell and Tare Palmer; and
freshmen Christa Beery, Abbie
Bommer, Olivia Carpenter, Bailey

CHAMPIONSHIPS

Hughes and Hallie Knollinger.

“It is a long season,” well s
“They start in June and continue thro
March. You have to be fully dedice
and u:lulllg love cheering and T would |
to thank my 13 girls for making
such a memorable, relaxing and en
taining season.

“1 would atso like to wish my f
seniors the best of luck in their fut
after graduation.”

Purveyars of Salvaged Sentiments

THE INTELLIGENCER ahd NEWS-REGISTER - Wheeling, W.Va

Friday, February 3, 201"




2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

r ‘mother, Missy Rosk

ytér, Maddie Ross, areboﬂ:alosz"’fn;*

ide with Scottnndshecmﬂdn'tbe
er to have them.
[addleaudMssybdﬂlmdﬂledanc
Scott said. “The runtheAneletM
» studio on 88;° o
mmnasmstantandshe' thecheer
'a team effort for all of us.”

| of the Cameron coaches are chore-
thers, so the routine for the OVAC

apionship should be put together very

3 a fast tempo with a lot of tumbling,”
said. “I‘berearealotofshort, small
»5 instead of one long big one.’

ur years ago, the Dragons placed

h in the OVAC competition for their

st place in school history.

Ve have a pretty new squad this

while Layne Neely, Mariah Blal

Breanna Pekula, Carson Howard, Tay.

Beresford, Breana Boggs, Kenzie Ro

girah Norris and Paige Butler round «
*“Tt is fun like always,” Scoit said.

yenr”Scottsaid.

“We have a lot of new girls and had a
lot of gitls that played basketball and
decided not to come out this year. We are
a new squad going to the OVACs and if
we can get ﬂ:roughac}ean routine, then
I'll be pretty happy.” “I have a good time with all of my

The Dragons are led by captain Ashley They are a fun group of girls and we
Ruza and co-captain Caitlin McCurdy, fun but they also work really hard.”

Dlstrlct Wesl Ulmlllla House of Delegates
Marshali County & A Portion of Ohio County

Works For People In All Walks Of Ltfe”
Paki ForByFsrru 2016 Brett Ferm Treasurer

Good Luck John Marshall,
Blshop lIIlI.|e & Cameron

Ohio County School
4 Together We Achiev:

day, Febmuary 3, 2017

DS , GOOD LUCK
&; Fa L1008/ Wheeling Park int
2017 OVAC
Wheeling Park High School offers Cheerleading
20 varsity sports and 3 club sports, Compeﬂﬂon!
Boys’ sports offered are Baseball, Congratulstions
Basketball, Cross Country, Football, on Wil!lilg three
Golf, Soccer, Swimming, Tennis, consecative State

Girls® sports offered are Busketball, 2014, 2015 and 201¢
Cheetleading, Cross Country, Goif,
Soccer, Softball, Swimming, Tennis,§
Teack and Volleyball, ;

Chub sports include Hockey, Boys’
Lacrosse and Girls' Lacrosse.

THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER — Wheeling, W.Va -




2017 OVAC CBEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

- Head coach:
- Jessica Becker

Wheeling Central has been very suc-
ﬂspﬁg its cheering program, especially
30 . '

The Maroon Knights have won 16
WAC cheering championships in their
:hool’s history and are coming off of a
016 season in which they ‘state
mner-up. honors after claiming the
egion 1-A title and clannmfnﬁrst% .at
le George Washington High School
eer tition.

Leading the Knights to such a success-
l.run has been head coach Jessica
ecker, who is in her 13th season as a
:ad coach in the OVAC and her 11th at
& helm of Wheeling Central,

Becker was the WVSSAC Cheer
oach of the Year in 2014 and with the
!Ip of assistant coach Com{ Pietranton,
e Knights are eyeing a 17th OVAC

ionship. .

Pietranton is in her 17th year at
"heeling Central. '

*“We were blessed with much success in
)16,” Becker said. “We are looking for-

Toronto Red Knights
Head coach:
Jenna Rampefio

Not only has Toronto had success at the
A level as it comes off an OV&E ch;]lg
onship victory a season ago, but it
ﬁggggjfourtiﬂesin the single A dating
ck to 2008,

First-year head coach Jenna Rampello
1§ 4 part of that success as she graduated
22}21 from Tomﬁlto. In a{la?t, she won an
VAC Championship in all four years that
e was in high school.

¥
ok

Her hesad coach might have had some--

ng to do with that. _

Joey Takacs, who is now her assistant
ach' and choreographer, coached
impello in high school and now the duo
back together again. :

“I was coached by my assistant, Joey,”
impello said. “You could say that we are
dynamic duo coaching our girls this
EI,"

Takacs is also the ¢ for

wmy other teams taking part in the OVAC

ampionship. - .

Takacs is brilliant when it comes to put-

g ther routidies, and you: can bet he
his magic for his Red Knights.

ward to ending our competiion season
strong at WesBanco Arena on Feb. 4.”

A 13-gitl will have 11 competi-
tors in the OVAC competition with senior
capiains Cassidy Sansone and Bailey Wear
paving the way for the Knights,

Other seniors who will embark on an
OVAC title are Mattie Hayes and Hannah
Mozingo, with lone junior Carly Pajuk,
and the only sophomore being Kaylee
Miller, while a strong freshman class of
seven, includes Lane Bibey, Maddie
Dobson, Meliyah Gayton, Aubrey Gossett,
Elizabeth Howard, Leah Weimer and
Jordan Caldwell, who is an alternate.

“This year's team is a very special

“Our routine this year is very eye catch-
ing,” Rampello said. “We have a lot of dif-
ferent y Takacs put into this
routine."Our music is different as well. We
went with a different music producer and
be made the mix about the team. We are
very satisfied and excited to showcase this
routine that is very flashy amd exciting to
watch.” ‘

S The Xgﬁnto roster consists of Nélij]ﬂ;son
app, yn S Madison Zdinak,
Jenna Leasure, u%'m:y Stock, Kiara

) - THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER — Wheeling, W.Va

(i
of girls,” Becker said. “They a

ng four incredible seniors. It has b
pleasure to watch them take our
underclassmen under their wing and
them the *“Wheeling Central Way.’

“The team has really bo fro
start and 1 truly believe that has bec
root of our success this season.”

The Maroon Knights’ routine has
choreographed by Josh Wolfe, wh
put together an exciting dance,

“W%lceling Central’s 2017 OVAC
tine is jam packed with exciten
Becker said. “Audiences will be wow
the synchronized tumbling, energetic
and fast-paced dance.”

Smith, Hollie Robinson, Johna
Meghan Rawson, Hannah Parker, Ay
Saner, Kara Eltringham and Ja:
Glenn.

“We ttlall our girls no mmth;t “ﬁ%ﬂé
pens, as long as you go on
%Kf it everything you got and you |
floor with no regrets, then that’

- only thing we can ask for,” the head ¢

said. “If they go out there and sell thai
tine like we know they can, then the
already winoers to us.”

Friday, February 3, 2C
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2017 0VAC CHEERLEAMNG Cmmrmwsms

John Marshall lIIonan:hs

Championshi in
“‘iﬁmg with o ﬂmﬁ’ém

th wem g;reat accomplish-
i but the Monarchs are
10 achieve even Iu
for the upcoming O
ipionships at esBanco
1 on Saturday, Feb. 4.

14-girl squad consisting
e seniors, two juniors, one

determinatmn,

Robbms suid.
“They’ve worked real-
S hard to get ready for
'VACs. It has taken a
lot of conditioning to
help them have the
e to do this
routine and it has defi-
nitely paid off.”

wnore and six freshmen is e Monarchs
“for the challenge, led by haven’t even needed a chore-
r captain Abbey Bauer ographer for the past two sea-
fellow seniors Alex sons, as Robbins has put
ring, Kaytlin Shockey, togetherﬂ:emuﬁn%boﬁnyears
Wills ~ and Jourdin forher squad and she is looking
‘ke; along with juniors forward to watching her team
lia Callahan and Aubree orm in front of a packed
ams, the lone sophomore at WesBanco Arena.

they’re made of at OVACs.”

Monarchs will soon §
their chance to prove to ever
one that they are even bet
than they were a 5eas0n ago.

Helping  alongside

Robbins are assistant coach
Kelly Simms and Dee Wills,

year's routine is
packed with a lot of tumbling
and.the dances are really fun to

“This

watch,” Robbins said. *“T've
had @ lot of fun watching this
routine come together and I am

ver[y excited to watch these
irfs show everyone what

Good Luck John Marshall,
Blshop Donahue & Cameron

h District Wost Virginta House of Delegates | |  president Roberl Hankel L
* Marshall County & A Portion of Ohio County ~ V President: Norman Hugginis Treasurer: Ted Hanket
¥orks For People In All Walks Of Life” '; 2016 Scholarship Reciplent:
| Pald For By Ferra 2018, Brett Fervo, Treasurar  Carl Trussel Scholarship ......cmusereres Torie Derrow
_ " " Carnival, Reserve Seats, &
{ECK US OUT BEFORE YOU BUY | | Parking Lot Revenue Supports:
+ Football Track
25%'50%0FF * Boys Tennls Eﬁm
.« Cheerleaders .
Al.l: MERCHANDISE ~ | g : So'm““*'l'g
ezm. Cante ‘gim(j- This . Goq;w * Girls Baskethall
,f‘ i -&QM « Volleybal + Baseball
» Boys Soccer » Girls Soccer
B80T, Gosed S, PURNITURE | | -AISarAtits i Grss Couniy
4122 WAIKET ST., WREELNG * wonw. chrismilierfucnitare.com * Uusen o Lueens *
. C Cou + Outstand Athletes
304-252-8690 G T for Specil vens
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Vheeling Park Patriots
- Head coach:
Shawma Shepherd

The Wheeling Park cheering squad
15 been untouchable in the last four
ars.

The Patriots have won four OVAC
mm%onsbjps in a row, while claiming
nlale .Va, Class AAA state titles as

Creating the winning -atmosphere at
heeling Park has been 12-year head
ach Shawna Shepherd, who has clear-
made an impact on the program,
“All of my teams have been awesome
¢oach,” Shepherd said. “Especially
¢ three teams that have won state
ampionships.”

Just this past December, the Patriots
urned home from the state competi-
m as champions and now Shepherd
d her squad are focused on bringing a
ith OVAC championship back to the
13 of Wheeling Park.

“Our state championship is in
cember but it is only stnting,” the
triots coach said. “We have a short
iount of time to change to the OVAC
'le, which is a cheering, dancing and
nbling format,

OVAC CuEER

LEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

“It is a quick tumaround and a lot of
Feople have counted this team out after
osing six semiors last year but our
freshmen have stepped up and have
done everything that we have asked of
them, Everyone has also maintained
Ve%'good' P.As

e Patriots only have one senior and
also have the first boy on the roster in
Shepherd's 12 years as the coach,

Braden Cox is the lone boy on the
roster, along with Jess Anguis, Alexa
Crebs, Natatic Fischer, Morgan Fox,
Abby Hudrlik, Alex Knight, Kyla

Leigh, Meghan Murphy, Ke
Pasquale, Shayla Raab, Bria Spiga
Abby Skrzypek, Abbje Vernon, A:
Wiethe and Aubrey Wiethe,

-Choreographer Brian Faulkner
created a routine that will showeas
of the Patriots’ talents,

“We are very strong at tumblin
that will be showcased,” Shepherd
“We have cute dance sections anc
kids are very talented so we push |
to their very best. We expect to put
show and Perform the high level s
we can do.”

3

Ohio County School

Track and Wrestling.

| Wheeling Park
Athletic
Department

Track and Volleyball.

Boys’ sports offered are Baseball,
Basketball, Cross Country, Foothall,
Golf, Soccer, Swimming, Tennis,

Girls' sports offered are Basketball,
Cheerleading, Cross Country, Golf,
Soccer, Softball, Swimming, Tennis

Club sports include Hockey, Boys’
Lacrosse and Girls’ Lacrosse.

{ Together We Achiev
@9 Futriots!

Wheeling Park High School offers
20 varsity sports and 3 club sports,

GOOD LUCK

Wheeling Park in tl
2017 OVAC
Cheerleading
Competition!

Congratulations

on winning three

consecutive State

Championships

- 2014, 2015 and 201

! -THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER — Wheeling, W.Va
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2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

ndian Greek Redskins |
bad coach: Gina Glullanl |

J:f;lastfﬂ“' “‘ihﬁhﬁm' e
Indi & ing at tx
AC competition. ALY
hey have, partici at bﬁﬁﬂiﬁa‘
S-A levels, which makes it difficult

ist to certain oppoBeERts,

iate between 4-A and 5-A and it is
gr the same competition.” .
his year, Indian Creek will be joining
5:A division, sfter taking part in the 4-
%“‘m‘?‘ Jmpetition be hard

ition being so to

wre for, éioﬁm has a unique mindset -
ling into the OVAC Championship.
We are very optimistic,” Giuliani said. “Its something new and different than our Creek are Shayna Davis, Julia Holn
T mindset is that we are just competing usual routine.” : Paige Hiderbrand, Madison Hou
nst ourselves because the competition There is another challenge for the Leeanna Leone, Kelseéhg.e\vis. Mad
been inconsistant. We just need to Redskins this year, along with the rest of Rees, Jessica Shirmon, Cheyenne Shri
i3 on orselves. _ the OVAC. New music. There are no Tiffany Taylor, Mish Thomp:
[ts been hard since there are different copyrighted songs allowed, which could Savannah Tilton, Adriana Trice
sctations from Ohio but we will chal- make 1t much more difficult for teams to Christa Young.
eourselves.” decide on music. “I have been saying this for a coupl
ssisting Giuliani in her fifth year as It has been n challenge with the years now but it is true,” Giuliani
vassity coach is Lisa Sithen, while music,” Giuliani said. “I tred to get it e have 11 juniors and it is interes!
1¢ Sanders does the choreography for  early since I had enough time so they have having that many girls in one class.
Redskins. » o been practicing the routine all season,” “They are all great and they show u|
Jur routine is exciting,” Giuliani said. Tag-r?g the floor at OVACs for Indian work at practice.”

- Ghedntelligencer. i
===} Wheeling News Register
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2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

hop Donahue Bishops
vad coach: Dana Mele

geason ago, Bishop Denahue cap-
1 its fifth consecutive OVAC cheer-
championship and finished as the
le A state rynner-up in-2015.
g hard as it would be forthe Bislxﬁs
op those  accolades, they brought
ea Sin%l]e A state championship to
Aechen tn 2016 and are looking for
-gixth OVAC title in a row.”
ad by sixth-year coach Dana Mele,
has been. with ‘the program-for
n years, the Bishops have the expe-
»e ‘and a family-like bond that could
them that sixth straight title, _
Jverall, we have more experience’
.’ Mele said. :
They have a taste of getting down to :
s and they are encouraged and more and Madison Wiedebusch; sophomores the team and we never take anything -

ted. Danielle Ferrera and Naila Thomsen; granted.”
" have known some of these girls and freshmen Sadie Neuman and  Assistant coaches for Mele !
e the grade school level and they are  Christine Smith. : Katrina Bonar and Bethani Tweed]

eat group of kids. It is a long season ~ “Our seniors want to win their fourth while Joey Takacs handles the cho
they have really ﬁ([:utten along well.” OQVAC title in their careers,” Mele said. ography.

he 13-girl, tight-knit group consists  “Since practice started in Augustuntil ~ “This year’s routine is packed w
sniors Josie Bonar, Madyson Kellar, now, we have put more on the court and multiple tumbling passes and very c
lifer Richmond, Elizabeth Smith and we want to bring our ‘A’ game. They are and energetic pom dance,” Mele said
san Stout; juniors Lauren Bonar, a hard-working bunch of girls and Iam T always tell the girls one more ti
sline Brannan, Melissa O'Kelley very fortunate for the talent we have on  and leave it all out on the floor.”

-Good Luck John Marshall,

4th District Was! Virginia House of Delegate
* Marshall County & A Portion of Ohlo County

“Works For People In All Walks Of Life’
Paid For By Ferra 20186, Bratt Ferro, Treasurer

* : Good Luck i
¢ CWHEELING 7
v RECREATION 3
g DERARIMENT >

Ca¥ for Information about our

304-234-3641 )
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2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSIIPS

In the case of the Paden City'céhicefing”
Ll.lal:g eptering the OVAC “Chedring
‘pa&ships. it may not be the size of
¢ team, but.the heart of the team.. .
The -ats only have eight
ith more siblings on'the team
s, e
The only senior on this year’s team-is
allie Arnett, while juniors include
itrina Heasley, Jenna Amett, Kacie
atwig, Kameron McClain and
alayna Price; the lone sophomore
ige Leonard; and the lone hman
vannah Price, with Caitlin Stewart
tving as an ‘altetnate,
“Our OVAC i8 small this year,”
den City coach Hannah Shreve said.
. includes two sets of sisters (Kallie
d Jenna Armnett; and Malayna and
vannah Price}, which makes it very
eresting at practice soretimes.”
The talented junior class provides the
perience for Paden City with five girls
d that could even prove to be some-
l]]]g o Jook forward to for next year as

Kim Hizer serves as the assistant

- Weirton Madonna
Head coach: Jennifer Bamahel

It has been a positive year for Madonna
sxring and head coach Jennifer
mabei, who is in her second year at the

jOur cheerleading program has had a
tastic year,” Barnabei said, *At region-
in pt(l)]cai fall, our competition squad had a
tive experience,”

re are 13 girls on the OVAC com-
ition squad but more than 20 cheer-
mmg the m%ro&ed hyped at the
. games y are to
mecmwdonitsfectongg.mgat
sBanco Arena for the OVAC cheering

tition.
eare that our contin-
to ]gro ,” Barnabei said. are
ch ooking forward to performing their

"ACs competition routine in & few short

:k&!!
b Joey Takacs has been
[ﬁn%ﬂ to create a routine that best
the Blue Dons and Bamabe] couldn’t
1appier with how it has turned out.
Our routine is and energetic,”
%?em,m : is both challengi

¢ y nging
fun and it g-ruaig(hreﬂects the awesome

iday, February 3, 2017

than'en.

coach for Paden City.

In every cheerleading club, there is
usually a close friendsgﬂa among team-
mates. That is especi true with a
team as small as the Wildcats,
M“Coaclﬁ Hizer and I artt; S0 luclksé_to

ve such a great group of young ladies
to coach,” Shreve said. “The girlgam all
very close in friendship, even outside of
cheerleading activities and they support

personality of our
team. Our OVAC
routine combines a
variety of creative
dances, strong
tumbling  passes
and exciting fump
sequences. It is
sure to be a routine
that will get the
crowd enthused

and eager to
atch.”
13-giri

Wi

The
team madsy to impress consists of seniors
Mﬂ%anmm and Alexa Kessel; jun-
iors LeFever, Emily Rovira, Tomi
Pavan and Allie Morrocco; sophomores
Alyssa Gobleck, Abby Nickerson, Alex
Backel and Elle Greco; and freshmen
Rachel Miller, Lexus Melnyk and Sabrina
Sauer. .

“We are extremely proud of our cheer-
leaders for all of theilg hardbework Icadci)ng

to competition,” Barnabei said. “Our
g&erleadcrs are dedicated to doing their
best day in and day out at practice. The
consistently work together to achieve the

each other in everything.”

The Wildcats have been putting i
time in practice and behind the scen
that they can impress at WesB
Arena. .

“They have been working ve
to improve their tumbling skills
year,” Shreve said.

“I am excited to see how
compete.”

goals and to exceed our expectations.

“It has been a pleasure for us to w
our team grow and improve throu
year and we feel confident the girfs
showcase both their strong cheerlea
skills and their school pride.”

Barnabei spent her years be
Madonna as the cheering coach at Pe
High in Pa., while running many ct
leading clinics for youth o, S, W
she choreographed halftime routines
youth cheering squads.

Barnabei is assisted by Dani
Weimerskirch.

THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER - Wheeling, W.Va -




2017 OVAC CHEERLEAPING CMloNsﬁIPS

steubenville
‘Big Red

Head coach:

Kelly Lancla

th-year head coach
t Lencia and the
enville cheering team
worked hard to
ave their routine since it
last performed at the
tson County Fair and
will be ready to show it
~at  the OVAC
npionship on Feb. 4 at
Janco Arena.
ve have tweaked sec-
to make it cleaner and
: eye-catching,” Lancia

ipple effects are what

y make our routine stand out, Jt
lled with *catch-on” tumbling, a
ling cheer and a new added pom-
dance that should bring excitement
e floor.”
iranda  Treglia and Carolissa
wese. are also helping Lancia lead
2am into OVACs.
1e squad consists of seniors Kylee
or, Jordic Ferguson, Launastasis,

Kira Newburn, Ma!lo?v Mettenberger,
Lauren Ferrell and Gillian Haught; lone
junior Jalen Byrom;  sophomores

aleigh Feist, T’kayla Kelley, Gabby
Lulla; and freshmen Jazzmin Jett, Jillian
Swinsinski and Mia Pierro.

“This group of girls is very hard-
working acd truly makes the most of
their time at practice,” Lancia said.

“Any task that they are given, even

last-minute changés, they always. st
up and remember e\fg new detail.”
After all of the hard work, decisio

and changes that the Big Red che
" team has made to the routine, Lam
and the coaching stafl are excited to s
the results.
“We are very proud of them,” Lan
said. “We are thrilled to show off ¢
fresh and polished routine.”

GOOD LUG
STEUBENVILLE
BIG REDS

FROM
STEUBENVILLE CITY SCHOOLS

GRILL & SPORTS BAR

Happy Hour:
Mon-Fri 11am-2pm; 4pm-7pm; Sat 11am-2pm
Dally Drink & Appetizer Specials
Prime Rib - Fridays and Saturdays

740-282-7427
1401 UNIVERSITY BLVD., STEUBENVILLE, OH 43952

Friday, February 3, 201
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2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

~ Harrison Central

g%

ach s&i‘gﬁékume but she’
1the Huskdes cheering squad 14
ccess. 0 !

small varsity non-moit division at
aker Heights, along W?tl?;ﬂhﬂéihg the
wrific Tumbling Award,. "

In the offseason, Ruble finds the time

travel to work with other high school
uns- on aspects such as motion tech-
Ju¥, stunts and jumﬂs end after getting
r first year as a head cheerleading
ach under her belt, she is only learn-
; more that she will be able to teach to
unger and upcoming cheerleaders,

As for her-own team, the Huskies are
ide :&of nine girls that include sen-
s Bailie Ray and Cierra Fri:; juniors
1 Carter and Reanne Brooks; sopho-
res Alivia Frye and Sara Bethel; and
shmen Kaylee Elliott, Kenna Mizer
1 Sage Brown.

‘They’re a great group of athletes,”
ble said. “They are able to think real-
cally, come into practice with amn
:n mind and get things done.”

Woelr Red Rlders
sail coach: Nicoletts HH

Meir has earned runner-up honors at
‘ACs for the past two seasons, ﬂlon[ﬁ
h a second-place finish at the regio
mament and will attempt a run at
ther successful showing behind first-
I coach Nicolette Hill.

1ill has already started to take off from
;e the Red Riders were a season ago
hey placed first this year at the region-
Mirnament, an improvement from last
t's rt:sulLthﬁ gionals
Jdaiming spot at regionals was
first time Wéci,rp bad accomplished the
since 2009,

low, after the early success for Hill at
helm, she will focus her attention on
OVAC cheering competition. -

ey Takacs is the choreographer for
Red Riders and has found a routine
Hill is looking forward to secing on
. 4 at WesBanco Arena.

We started fresh,” Hill said. “Our girls
very talented tumblers. We are strong
anding and running tumbling,

Every gitl on the team has been
dled in dance school since they
2 little and I am excited to see them
:e and incorporate more of that into

1ay, February 3, 2017

As the crowd watches the Huskies
inside of WesBanco Arena on Saturday,
Feb. 4, it will realize just how hard the
team has been working on perfecting its
routine,

“This year's OVAC routine has a lot
of movement with clear transitions and
sharp, clean motions,” Ruble said,

*“The work ethic that all of these girls
have is truly remarkable. Rarely does

£

anyone complain about doing it ful
for the fifth time, conditioning or if
owe me laps,

“They just know it will make |
better so they don’t argue it.”

Assisting Ruble in her first full
as a varsity cheering head coach is
ior varsity coach Latonya Smith, a
with choreographer and tumt
instructor Shane Sanders.

iy

our routine.”

The Weir squad consists of Amelia
Adams, Sarah g, Kaleigh Cowden,
Alayna Dagenhardt, Gianna DeVecchis,
Lexus Ficca, Caroline Fodor, Macey
Gump, McKenna Holt, Myranda Jensen,
Isabella Kirlangitis, Kali Potock,
Mackenzie Rusinovich, Makaila Taylor
and Allina Vamer.

This year's Riders team has plenty of

personality but also knows when it is t

to get to work, fon ; gt

“They are such a up of gi
be around,” Hill said of hggro sguad “T
are very talented but they also work
hard. They are always striving to achi
more,

“They have all been together since t
were little, they are always hanging
and they are just a very close knit grot

THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER - Wheeling, W.Va -




2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

$t. Clairsville

- Red Dovlls
ad coach: Shawn Tomian

iccess has turmed into a tradition for
t. Clairsville cheéring team as of late,
cially in the OVAC Cheering
opionships at WesBanco Arena.

ie Red Devils have claimed nine
v titles in a row and are aiming for a
consecutive championship.

wading the defending champions is
ear head coach Shawn Tomlan, who
sisted by Cathy Wolfe, while Cassi
25 is at the helm of the junior high
d. St. Clairsville has won 12 total
4C championships in school history
Tomlan credits two talented choreog-
ers for the success.

tian Faulkiner was the choreographer
§t. Clairsville from 2001 until just
ntly, when A.J, Blankenship took over
jufies. Blankenship has spent time as
Yhio State cheerleader and a judge at
JHSSA stale competition.

We are fortunate that we have had two
zing choreographers,” Tomlan said. “T
that they have been a huge part in
ing us 5o successful.”

his year, the St. Clairsville routine
1Id be one that gets the fans on their

feet. “We have
exciting routine this year. We were coi-
cerned with the new music rules that cur
routine was not going to be very entertain-
ing but we hope the audience thinks its
great.” ‘

Performing this routine for the Red
Devils will be the 17-gil ¢ ition
iquad consisting of seniors ennifer

azgaj and Cassﬂ( Wolfe; juniors Caton
Kadylak, Paige McGlothlin and Jessica

3 -THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER — Wheeling, W.Va

t together a fun and

Waggle;soplmmoresEmiI Baire, Mad
Klemendorst, Hailey M and Al
Shields; and freshmen Flaina Bak
Madelyn Conaway, Ashley Greenwo
Alexi Kindler, Mallory Marconi, I
Myers, Sophia Smith and Rachel Sotge

“We have been dealing with so
injuries and the flu this year,” Tom
smd“Wchavebeenjustzﬁm%toﬁnd
hours to practice between all of the basl
ball games.”

| Wheeling Park
Athletic

partment

Friday, February 3, 20
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2017 OVAC CHEERLEADING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Oak Glen
Golden Bears
Head coach:

Debble Aish !

‘Debbie Figh is in her fifth

:ar as the Oak-Glen cheering
ach and(ggg be]ievtsﬂhat
itering the OVAC chegr-
ading competition on: Fab.
.that her team’s strong point
iould be tumbling, _
“We have a fast routine
ith a lot of tumbling,” Fish
id, “In fact, we have a lot
wﬁdiﬂj%qlt tumbling thig
At but this

orked really hard to improve
gir tumbling.”

The reward for delivering
uch more difficult tumbles
the OVAC could be great
r Fish's eight-girl team,
The Oak Glen OVAC
uad consists of Sierra
inkert, Tori Ignat, Charly
bson, Lauren Mahan,
wifer Weltner, Alexandrea
irchett, Melena Mueller and
imey Jackson.

s year’s team fins

Unlon Local Jets
Head coach:

Stephanle

Stephanie Jendrusik is in
" 14th season as cheering
id coach of the Unioa
cal Jets and her four sen-
3 are hoping to repeat an
:omplishroent the
deved in middle school,
t at a higher level.
‘Our four seniors were part
the junior high team that
o the ﬂlﬁunior high OVACs,”
drusik said,
Last year we took runner-
ind we never give up ho
- we will win the 4-A title,
defending our runner-up
:l "is important to us as
ttempting to win the 4-A
for the Jets are Jordan
tson, Bailee Perlman,
anna Mayhugh, Courtny
ks, Alyssa Morris, Alyssa
rrison, Gauge Costello,
umn Crum, Laekynn
le and Alexus Neidert.

day, February 3, 2017

Jendrusik

Joining Jendrusik as the
assistant coach is Amy
Latham, while Ayla Stewart
performs choreography
duties, assisted by Shannon
Dombroski,

“The routine is fast,”
Jendrusik said. “Our choreog-
raphers mixed current dance

.techniques with some old

school 80s style moves and
also incorporated some ballet
into our routine. It showcases
our main tumbling passes in
the beginning portion of the
dance and contmues through-
out the routine with synchro-
nized passes as well as stand-
ing tmbling,

“The cheer portion of the
routine, like most- OVAC
cheers, tells a story. Its very
original and to the point and
the gitls have very sharp and
clean motions.”

As for Jendrusik’s goal

heading into the OVAC
Championship on Feb. 4 at
WesBanco Arena, she just
wants her team to leave it all
on the floor and learn from
the experience.

“As a coach, my poal for
the team is that they can walk

away from this competi
knowing that they gave
percent and are satisfied
they performed to the bes
their ability.

“1 want them to learn
outcome of hard work
dedication as well.”

THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER — Wheeling, W.va -
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- Homecoming Dresses
Prom Dresses
Accessories
Shoes

Find ali of your favorite designers and many more

7242060791 sorellebridalsalon.con

1855 West Chestnut Street - Washington, PA. 15301 - ‘ )
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