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016 GHEERING GHAMPIONSHIPS

Cheering fans of The Valley unite!
This weekend will see 25 cheering squads descend on 2016 OVAC CHEERING

WesBanco Arena at 14th and Water streets in Wheeling to

compete for a coveted title at the 25th annual Ohio Valley CHAMPIONSHIPS

Athletic Conference Cheering Championships. The squads Saturday Febh. 6. 2016

range in size from four to 15 and hail from Conotton Val- ' '

ley to Cameron (and all points in between). WesBanco Arena
The doors open at 8 a.m. for participants and 8:30 am. ~ rewwemeseemeees

for the public. Competition will continue throughout the Doors open at 8 a.m. for

day. o o participants, 8:30 a.m. for the |
All 25 of the teams participating this year are highlighted blic: : . :

inside. They are, by division: public; warm-ups at 8:20 a.m. -
1A - Bishop Donahue, Conotton Valley, Madonna, 1A competition begins at

Paden City, St. John Central. 9:15 a.m
2A - Bridgeport, Cameron, Shadyside, Toronto, ) S

River, '

St3Ab - B“arrgfsx;ill]e, Bcellairc, Linsly, Shenandoah, 25 teams compete ‘
eubenville Catholic Central. s L 3
4A — Harrison Central, Indian Creek, Martins Fer- for crowns in five divisions ;

ry, Oak Glen, St. Clairsville, Union Local. ' R e |
5A - John Marshall, Steuhenville, Weir, Wheeling . Stories compiled by

Park. - Dorsey Kindler, Sports Writer

Last year's champions were Bishop Donahue, Class 1A;
Wheeling Central, 2A: The Linsly School, 3A; St.
Clairsville, 4A: and Wheeling Park, SA.

Barnesville ............ p. 3 Linsly
Bellaire ................ p. 4 Martins Ferry ........ p. 12 Steubenville Catholic

Bishop Donahue ... p. 5 gak glen ... .13 Central ................ p. 18

P Steubenville ......... p. 19
Bridgeport ... D. 6 Paden City ............ p. 13

Toronto ................ p. 20
Cameron ...c...coe.. P River ..cccovvvveeea p. 14
Conotton Valley ....... p. 8 Union Local .......... p. 21
St. Clairsville ........p. 16 .
Harrison Central ....... p. 8 Weir High ............ p. 21
Indian Creek ............p. 9 St.John Central ...... p. 16 Weirton Madonna ... p.22
John Marshall ....... p. 10 Shadyside ............ p. 17 Wheeling Park ....... p. 23

Friday, February §, 2016



2016 OVAC GHeering CHAMPIONSHIPS

Bamaesville Shamrocks
Head coach: Katy Plumly

Shamrocks cheering likes to stick with
he basics according to coach Katy Plum-
y. Instead of focusing on competitions,
hey prefer to give it their all in cheering
‘or Barnesville's various sports leams.

That said, OVACs are the one thing
hey do entirely for themselves. And this
sear they'll bring a 14-girl squad to the
JA division of the championship compe-
Ition. That includes 12 cheerleaders und
wo alternates.

“We were second to last,” Plumly said
of last year's showing, *We're hoping to
lo better this year. The girls’ goal is to
ret a trophy. If they come in fifth, they’ll
srobably scream louder than the girls who
win first place,”

This year's squad consists of seniors
~uuren Ebeling, Madison Neiswonger
ind Ella Carpenter; juniors Sydney
Jaum, Brianna Leach and Emmy Car-
senter; sophomores Kiley Ciroli, Hannah
Surkhart, Cara Singleton, Morgan
3urghy and Ashley Nelson; and freshmen
2azeley Crum, Carli Ebright and Hannah
3aker.

So far injuries have not been a factor,
?lumly said. She's jokingly wumed her

_ Jeweled Bird

Located In the Heart of Woodsdale
Mort. - Frl. 10 AM To 6 PM » 5at, 11 AM To 5:00 PM
56 Edgawood St. Whesling 304.217.2669

. www. thejeweledbird.com

gitls to avoid sled riding and auto acci-
dents,

This year's OVAC routine is fun, fast-
paced and includes a lot of input from the
girls themselves. It was designed by St.
Clairsville-based choreographer Shannon
Dombroski,

“We really shine in our cheer in my
opinion,” Plumly said.

“We lack in tumbling, We only have
five or six tumblers. Which on a squad of
14 is not that good of a percentage. But

Friday, February 5, 2016

we're trying to make do with what we
have.”

Plurily cheered In high school, gradu-
aled in 2010, and has coached cheering
at Bamesville for the past four years,
This is her first year as head coach.

IU's been more challenging than she
thought it would be, but she’s received
plenty of help from her squad and the
cheering moms.

“They keep me on track with what
needs (o be done and when.” she said,
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2016 OVAG GueeriING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Beliaire Big Reds
Head coach: Ann Amo

When the last Big Reds cheering
coach left for another school district, the
Bellaire High School athletic director
tapped Ann Ao to take over the pro-
gram this past November, The 1993 Bel-
laire graduate never cheered, but instead
brought her knowledge of basketball,
track and cross country workouts to her
new post

“Buosically these girls have never had
physical workouts other than basic cheer-
ing practices,” said the registered nurse.
“Now we're doing cardio workouts and
lots of weightlifting. I'm getting them
stronger. Having themn take tumbling
classes. And we're coming together as a
group doing team-building activities.”

In short, it's all about making them
stropger and better Amo said. Having &
daughter cheer for Bellaire a few years

0 introduced her to the sport. And the
girls on the squad have made het new
pig easy, she said.

“They’ve been open to doing new
warkouts and new strategies,” she said,
“And that's made it a lot easier on me."

This year's Bellaire Big Reds compe-

tition squad consists of seniors Kaitlyn
Callarik, Markiah Peltz, Taylor Scatt,
Kaisha Violet; juniors Makenna Berka,
Ashlie Canner, Megan McCarthy, Saitor
Myers, Rylie Purtiman; and sophomores
Alexis Bell, Hannah D’ Aguila, Dawnell
Ticarich.

In the leadup to the OVAC Cheering
Championshlip, the squad is praclicing
six days n week, twa to three horus a
day. Two to three hours a day. Their reg-
imen includes 25 crunches three times
per week.

“With all the tumbling they do, thelr

RIFAL

mIre, The National Imperial

cores need to be strong,” Amo said.

Last year the Big Reds cheering squad
placed third in 3A competition at the
QVACS, and the team is looking to
improve,

Choreographer Joey Takacs is helping
them achieve their goals with the perfect
routine,

“Comparted o last year, it's more
dancey,” he said.

I told them I wus going ta give them
something they could really work with.
And it"s 4 routine they can really get
into.”

' Good Luck From Your
Collision Repair

,_‘Glass Museum

Excellent opportunity
to learn about Imparial
Glass and view the vast

displays of glasswarel

2016 NIGCS 40™ Annual Convention
: JUNE 812, 2014

All Occasion "Homestyle"
Catering Service Available
for Weddings, Picnics
& Graduation

304-845-5355
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" 3898 Harrison Street,
Bellalre, OH
740.676.6962

RUNNER'S CONNECTION
o ARe g0 the extra inile 0 00 R
« Expert Service « Largest Selection
Asics » Brooks « Saucony
* New Balance

Your Track & Field Headguarters!

318 33RD 5T, BELLAIRE OH
740-671-1982

wwiv. TheRunnersConnection.com
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2016 OVAC Cueering CHAMPIONSHIPS

Bishop Donahue
Head coach: Dana Mele

Tiny Bishop Donahue won out al re-
gionals this year, and was runner up in
1A competition at states. much to the de-
light of head coach Dana Mele, Now she
and her 13-girl competition squad have
their sights set on capturing a fifth con-
secutive OVAC title,

“We're hoping for one for the thumb,”
she said, echoing the rallying cry of
Steelers fans prior to Super Bow] XL,

The Bishops cheering machine con-
sists of Mele at the helm, her assistant
Katrina Bonar, and choreographer extra-
ordinaire Joey Takacs.

*This is my sixth year of coaching,”
Mele said. T cheered in high school a
Wheeling Central. And two of my three
davghters cheered, That™s what gol me
intoit.”

The competition squad this year con-
sists of seniors Abbey Mele, Sommer
South and Shelby Davis: juniors Jen
Richmond, Josie Bonar, Elizabeth Smith,
Megan Stout and Maddic Kellar; sopho-
mores Sophia Gretchen, Caroline Bran-
nan, Melissa O’Keliey and Lauren
Bonar; and freshman Danielle Perrera.

“We start in August and practice until
the night before OVACS,” Mele said.
“Five to six days a week,”

She said the talent she has to work
with is rare for a | A school. And that a
lot of her girls have been involved in
cheering or dance since they were 4
years old, which makes for a long road W
becoming a high school cheerleader. Oh,
and {hey re smart (0o,

I don’l think there’s a girl on my
squad below a 3.6." Mele said. One of

my seniors is the valedictorian and the
other is in the top five in her class. It's an
intetligent group,”

Perhaps the best part of Bishop cheer-
ing, Mele said, Is the sense of camn-
raderie. The girls ofien stop by her house
after school just to hang out.

“We aiways have our team meals, and
movie nights. I'll have 13 girls spend the
night. That says a lot when you can get
13 girls together and there’s no drama,”
she said,

Good Luck John Marshall,

Bishup Donahuz & Cameron

4th District Wasﬂllminla Huuse of Delegates
Marshall County & A Portion of Ohlo County

“Works For People In All Walks Of Life”

Paid For By Ferro 2036, Breli Feqro, Treasurer

Chinese Food * Cantonese Cuisine

BridgelinWheeling.com

Y WEEKDAY LUNCH

shiveryaaiabie  BUFFRT $6.95

3 76 29th St, Whealing WV | 304-905-0203
T O P A WP ¥,

Plning, Carry Du

B {
Order online: E
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GOOD LUCK TO ALL |
CHEERING SQUADS! |

Yonrl.ocally Owned |
Hearing Care Provider
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2016 OVACG Cueering CHAMPIONSHIPS

Bridgeport Bulldogs
Head coach:
Mallery Coaper

When it comes to competition. the Sin-
gular focus of Bridgeport cheering coach
Mallory Cooper is the OVAC Cheering
Championship, though she’s looking 10
change hat.

*“That's reully the only competition
around here,” said the new Bulldogs
coach. "Next vear they're going to stut
doing regionals and states.”

Cooper cheered at St. Clairsville High
School, graduating in 2009, She coached
for a couple of years wl Bellaire St. John
before quitting to go back to school,
Though she’s sl laking classes al Ohio
University Easter, she's back to doing
what she loves.

“Cheering is my life,” e said,

Her Bulldogs squad came in fitih
place last year in 2A competition af
OVACs, so she has her work cot oot for
her. That combined with the thet thid she
only has seven checrleadirs on har com
petition squad.

Seniors Lhis year wre Lede Willouzh-
by and Kyle Lindsey, The fone junior is
Jasmine Rodgers. And the [our sapho

6 - THEINTED [ IGE NCTHR

mores are Julia Starkey, MaryTane
Willimms, Vetra Foster and Mackenzie
Himmer.

“We co overy day for tbwo hours,” she

sitiel. “Sometimes even three hows a duy.
TWe just precticed now and now we have
o 20 10 0 Zane.

The Bulhlogs cheerleaders are work-
i with St Clairsville-based chorengra-
pher Alex Mitelell, and old friend of
Madlony Cooper who previously coached
a danee teanw in Akron,

“[t’s gonna be different from whal
we've ever done.” Cooper said of her
squad’s OVAC routine, “We are doing
our pom part at the beginning, which a
lot of people don’t do that. But we have
some gol, upbeat songs, IU's really ull
upbeat. And we have good tumbling this
year."”

Cooper said that 2016 is the year that
her squad wants it the most. They re gun-
ning for first place but would be happy
with a top-three showing she said.

RIJAL

mJre, The National Imperial
Glass Museum

2016 NIGCS 40™ Annual Convention

Excellent opportunity
to learn about imperial
Glass and view the vast

displays of glassware!

JUNE 8-12, 2016

3200 Belmont Strect | Bellaire, OH 43906 | 7408718871

Pl NS RTGINTER - Wheeling, W Va
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20106 OVAG GHEERING GHAMPIONSHIPS

Cameron Dragons
Head coach: Bethany Scott

Daon’t Iet their numbers fool you, said
Cameron High School cheering coach
Bethany Scott. She thinks her six-girl
squad has some of the best tumblers in
the Chio Valley.

“I"m sure we have one of the smallest
squads.” said the first year head coach.
“But we're used to being o small school,
There’s no strategy. It's just a matter of
having the girls work every day. They
take tumbling on their own time.”

Scott works closely with assistant Janet
Pettit and the two of them divide the
coaching responsibilities equally. Pettit is
more technically-minded, with a focus on
correct motions. While Scolt takes charge
of the makeup of the routine.

Cameron comes into the OVACS after
having compeied at the WVSSAC Re-
gion | competition at East Fuirmont in
November of last year. They're down two
from that eight-person syuad.

Seniors include captuin Maddie Ross,
Cara Martin and Alexis Booth, The lone
junior is Ashley Ruzit, Sarth Nomis is the
only sophomore. And Kenzie Ross is the
only freshman,

Scott cheered st Cameron High School

" Good Luck
Cam_eron Cheerleaders

62 Sqmrrei'AEEey ane
Cameron W\/ _26033

and graduated in
1998, She cheered for
two yeurs at the colle-
ginte level at West
Liberty University.
She then spent {ive
yedrs coaching as an
assistant and just this
yeur, took the reins of
the program,

“The transition has
been easy.” she said.
“My besi friend was
the coach before me
and we shared ail the
responsibilitics, And
Cameron is a small
community so I know
most of the girls and
their parents.”

Cameron is unigue
in that one of its own
cheerleaders makes

up their competition routine.

Senior Maddie Ross —
owns Arieleties Dance on W.Va 88 in
Marshall County — has done it for the
past three years, saving the leain i con-

'4th District {ast @@f@fﬁiﬂ %@Eﬁ% of @@E@@ﬁ!%
Marshall County & A Portion of Ghio County
“Works For People In All Walks Of Life”

Paid For By Ferro 2016, Brett Ferro, Treasurer

siderale amvamt of money,

“HCs eatertaining with lots of tum-
Bline.” Seoit sidd. " With only six girls,
wo o s vk tumbiing as e can o get
auy preiils hicher”

whose mmother

“ DRAGON PRIDE

e e a2 man il pon ek Lm g L e A e L

CAMERON HIGH SCHOOL
2012 Blue & Gold Road
Cameron, WV

_304-686-3336

All Occasion "Homestyle”
C atering Service Available
lor Weddings, Picnics
& Gradualion

304-845-5355
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: 2016 OVAG CHEerRiNG CHAMPIONSHIPS

Gonotton Valley Rockets
Head coach:
Janelle Cline

How do you compete at the OVAC
Cheering Championship with only four
cheerleaders? For Conotion Valley
Coach Janelle Cline, it afl comes down
to one word — ripples.

“We do a lot of ripples,” she said,
“Every count in an eight-count has
movement. We don’t slow down. [ ove
this squad. They've been cheering since
PeeWee days in second grade. We seem
to make it work and we're really excited
gbout this year.”

The Rockets competition squad con-
sists of seniors Mikaela Manbeck and
Michaela Westfall, and juniors Brooke
Reichman and Tanika Yonick.

Cline said at times she wishes she had
help. But when it comes to a small
school, you deal with what you have.
Even if that includes making up your
own competition routine.

“I would describe it as very fresh,” she
said of the OVAC routine. *“Not like
what we did last year. It was very strict
last year, proper. Not that this yeur tha

Harrison Gentral
Huskies
Head coach: Torra Frye

Hamison Central High School’s var-
sity cheering squad has been busy. The
squad, coached by Terra Frye and her
assistant, Cindy Elliott, started their
season competing at the Kennywood
competition in Pittsburgh. The squad
placed first there as well as at the
Buckeye competition.

“We have a wonderful group of girls
this year. They are a very talented
group of cheerteaders,” Frye said.

The 2016 squad includes, Sara
Bethel, Kayla Smith, Karli Ray, Kali
Carter, Reanne Brooks, Alivia Frye,
Balie Ray, Carlee Bailey, Cierra Frye
and Bre Edwards.

The squad works hard to craft its
routine, but also has found time to take
part in community events includes a 5K
and Pink Out game benefiting the
American Cancer Society.

The girls also have participated at the
local library’s youth summer reading
progeam, and hosted a community spirit

we're doing unproper things. But it’s fun
and the girls fike the routine. T came up
with it. and I'm no choreographer.”

Cline only has two girls who tumble.
The non-tumblers contribute with cart-
wheels and rolls.

“We're pructicing about four hours o
week lor the competition, tweaking the
routine, working on jumps. We're more
prepared this year than we were last
year,” she sald.

-

% s
Ciine’s fervent wish is for more than
Just four sets of parents to show up in the
Rockets cheering section at WesBanco
Arena.

*1 don't think the parents reatize how
much the cheerleaders do for the boys
and the school,” she said. *T"d like a
good crowd, so when the girls go on the
floor, they have peaple from their home-
town cheering for them no matler what
place they get.”

bonfire supporting the Huskies' football
team.

They also lobbied and received pub-
lic suppart for the their school district’s
levy for the new school.

“We want to thank our school district
tor the support they have shown all our
girls. We also would like to thank our
parents club for being involved and
giving up a lot of their time. They al-

8 - THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER -~ Wheeling, W.Va

ways get what our girls need and its
greatly apprieciated,” Frye said.

Frye said the squad is looking for-
ward to competing at the OVACS as
well as the Ohio State University
Cheerleaders” Competition on Jan, 31,
and other regional and state competi-
tions.

“It’s been a great year and a privi-
lege coaching them,” Frye added.

Frday, Februery 5, 2016



2016 OVAGC GHEerING GHAMPIONSHIPS

indian Greek Redskins
Head coach: Gina Giullani

Indian Creek cheering coach Gina
Giuliani is one of the few OVAC coach-
es who cheered for an NCAA Division |
college. She cheered her freshman year at
the University of Akron after cheering all
through high school at Steubenvitle
Cathalic Central.

She’s been with Indian Creek for five
years now, though this is her fourth year
as head coach. She works with an assis-
tant, Lisa Fithen, as well as famed local
chorengrapher Joey Takacs.

“We're looking good.” she said of her
compelition squad. “We have a very
young squad, so I think we'll grow in the
next couple of years.”

Indeed, the Redskins have two fresh-
nten — Savannah Tilon and Chelsea
Connor — and 10 sophomores — Miash
Thompson. Cheyenne Shrieve, Addy
Trice, Poige Hilderbrund, LeeAnna
Leone, Savannah Pavlic, Shayna Davis,
Kelsey Lewis, Marlana Rees and Julia
Holman,

So far they've competed at the Jeffer-
son County Fuir, the Buckeye 8, and
“Cheer for a Cure.” Though they're rar-

Friday, February 5, 2016

ing to go in the 4A competition at the
OVAC Cheering Championship. Drop-
ping down from SA last year becuuse of
4 decline in enrollment.

“And that's the hurd part, fluctuating
between divisions,” Giuliani said, “Tt
changes who you're up against coinpeti-
tion-wise,”

Takacs suid that he’s worked with In-
dian Creek since June ond that they're a
talented group of girls. Though 4A is go-
ing to be a buttle this year.

“It’s going to be a close call,” he said.
“Everybody is a contender.”

Coach Giuliani just wants to make
sure there’s a sizable contingent from the
Indian Creek family at WesBanco Arenn
on Feb. 6.

“These pirts will be the same team that
they’ll see for three years,” she said, “So
the bigger the fan base that we can build
to support these girls, the better. They're
grent girls, young girls, good attitudes, al-
wuays trying 10 be better.”

- Fw

e | SUATES =
- BY WYNDHAM

85 Fort Henry Road | Triadelphia, WV

304-547-4550

efu

20 Bob Wisc Drive | Triadelphia, WY

304-218-2500

g
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: 2016 OVAC Gueering CHAMPIONSHIPS

John Marshall Monarchs
Head coach: Marcia Rohhins

John Marshall High School  with the help of assis-
cheerleaders have a heart, ac-  tant Kelly Simms,
cording lo head coach Marcie  she's soldiering on.
Rabbins. “Kelly is a former

This past fall the girls heard  cheerleader of mine,”
that there was a fundriser be-  Robbins said. “She
ing held to support: graduated in 2011
Moundsville Middle School  * and cheered one of the
student Isainh Leasure. And so  years that John Mar-
they asked if they could partic-  shall won runner up at
ipate in the inaugural “Hero the OVACs. We
5K coach in tandem and it

“Some of them tumbled works really well, We
across the finish line,” Rob- complement each oth-

bins said. “That was really er.”
cute, They ran 5 kilometers The competition
and then they practiced for squad consists of sen- j
two hours right afierward,” iors Carli Whorton . A

Monarchs cheering is down  and Cassidy Brown, *“They're such & small team, spect than they'te getting for
to eight members for this Juniors are Abbey Bauer, And a lot of people have been  doing that™
year's OVAC squad. Which is  Jourdin Yuncke and Alex negative toward us because of The Monarchs’ routine fea-
on the smaller side for a 5A Huggins. The lone sophomore  that, and have low expecta- tures a good balance of tam-
school, Several members of is Aubree Williams. And the  tions almost. But my girls bling and dance, Robbins said.
last year's squad dropped out  two freshmen are Ashley Wise  have kept their chins up and And the girls seem to be hav-
to focus on school work und  and Maddie Estep. worked bard and put theirall — ing fun with it.
family, Robbins said, Injuries ~This year’s girls are spe- into doing this routine. And 1 “I think it"s flashy and real-
took their toll as well. But cial to me,” Robbins said. think they deserve more re- ly fun,” she said.

Good Luck John Marshall,
Bishop Donahuc & Cameron

4th District West Virginia House of Delegates

. Marshall County & A Portlon of Ohio County
V President: Norman Huggns ~ Treasurer: Ted Hanket “Works For People In All Walks Of Life”

Pald For By Fervo 2016, Brett Ferro, Treasurar
2015 smmsmp Reciplent:

Carnival, Reserve Seats, &

Parking Lot Revenue Supports:
+ Foathall * All Star Athietes * Sofiball All Occasion "Homestyle"
* Boys Tennis *Queenof Queens  * Girls Basketball Catering Service Available
Choertoaders  +Boys Cross Counry | 8220l for Weddings, Picnics
* Swim Team * Girls Tennis + Girls Cross Country & Graduation
* Golf * Boys Track * Boys Basketba!l
+Volleyball » Girts Track + Ouistanding Athletes
s Boys Soccer + Wreslling for Special Events 304‘845'5355
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2016 OVAG GHEERING GHAMPIONSHIPS

Linsly Gadets
Head coach: Megan Caruso

The Linsly School has de-
loped quite the cheering
dition under the auspices of
ach Megan Caruso.

But, being Linsly, school-
ik is always first priority.
“All of our girfs have to
intain a GPA of at least a
},” she said. “T see a lot of
1s working on homework
fore practice or even

mes. We have several
serleaders who are prefects,
tich are student linisons be-
een faculty and stiedents.
a5t of our cheerleaders are
o taking AP classes. So

iy are little smarties!™

The Linsly Cadets will de-
id their title as OVAC 3A
ampions this February. And
+ir competition squad con-
15 of 12 gidls.

The seniors are Lexi Hirt,
jour Jackson and Hannah
nley. Juniors are Brayden
ast, Kaitlyn Schau, Gwen

Mirsoyan and Mackenzie
Manukin. Sophomores are
Gabby Harden, Alexis Storch
and Savannah White. While
the two freshmen are Maria
Mosman and Lizzie Stern,

*1Us fun to coach these
girls,” she said, “They make
it easy for me. We have built
an amazing program and after
seven seasons I love it more
now than | ever have. You get
attached to seniors who start
out as young freshmen and
we are trying to not only
coach them to be the best
cheerleader possible, but per-
son as well.”

Caruso entered the world
of cheering at the age of 5
when she performed as the
mascot at ber brother’s Little
League games, She cheered
for four years ut Weir High
School, belping her squad
win the 4A title in 2003,

She said her competition

squad practices five to six
days a week. And they work
with local choreography whiz
Joey Takacs to hone their
routine to perfection. And the
music, 100, is key,

“I cannot give anything

away,” she said, “but T will
say all the songs were hand-
picked word for word be-
tween our choreographer and
me. Out of all the years, this
year’s music is by far my
favorite.”

Good Luck
°"Wﬁ'EEL"‘ﬁ°é“s'
* RECREATION *
% DEPARTMENT

*

The Linsly School

Learn Leap Live

16th Street, Wheeling, WV 26003
Caﬂfminfmm&m about our campa,

304-234-3641

riday, February 5, 2016
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2016 OVAGC CHEERING CHAMPIONSHIPS

Martins Ferry

Pumple Riders
Heail coach: Cathy Reuther

I’s been since August that the Marting
Ferry cheereaders comipeled in an event,
That was the “Buckeye 8 held at Buck-
eye Local High School. Head couch
Cathy Reuther thought they put in 2
crackerjock performance.

“The girls did an amazing job with
oflly three weeks of practice,” she said.
“Some squads we competed against also
compete at the Jefferson County Fair, so
they had been practicing all summier, This
being said, we only missed third place by
four and o badf points,”

Reuther has coached for 11 years and
works with assistant Barbie McKeegan.
The Purple Riders squad works with ¢ho-
reographer Joey Tuakacs and last year
came it 4s runners-up in 4A competition
at OVACs.

“Our season starts in June and goes
through March.” Reuther said. “We con-
dition four days a weck throughout the
summer, For the compelition girls, we
practice whenever the gym is available
— every Sunday and after home basket-
ball gumes, as well us a few Saturdays.

The girls get together every Wednesday
for tumbling.”

This year's competilion sguad consists
of seniors Jenn Reuther, Kenzie Recb and
Cussie Berisford; juniors Megan Ed-
wards. Kaitlen Hood, Carly McKeegan
and Peightyn Bumbico; saphomore Sarmi
Eimer. and freshmen Abby Bumbico,
Alyssa Brady und Erica Doyle.

The girls learned the final 40 seconds
of their routine with less than & month to
go before OVACs Reuther said. They
still have work to do. But they'l} be ready

12 -THE INTELLIGENCER und NEWS-REGISTER ~ Wheeling. W.Ya
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o go come Feb, 6.

“1 have never worked with a group of
girls who pick up so quickly as this group
has,” she said, “They work very well to-
gether and critique each other to make
themselves better.”

Takaes said that he's worked with Fer-
ry for four years now and that they come
to his Pitisburgh Supersturs gym for tuni-
bling.

“They'll definitely be a contender in
4A,” he said, “It's 2 good team and
they're a good group of girls,”

A :
fitnowa lovel
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fak Glen Golden Bears
Head coach: Dehhle Fish

Just how committed are the Quk Glen
jolden Bears cheerleaders to performing
t their best? That most of the squad
rives nearly 70 miles roundtrip every
Vednesday fo practice wumbling at loey
“ukacs” Wheeling gym says it all,

“It's a very dedicated group of girls,”
“ukites said, “And it's very hard to find
T

The owner of the local Pittsburgh Su-
erstars cheering gym said he’s worked
vith Oak Glen for six years. And that last
car was the most lented team he sy
ome out of New Cumberland. But he did
e some seniors. That said, he's still op-
mistic. “Usually when I o into Qak
Hen, §fee-for-all™ it Takacs sald.
Make it up on the spot. And this vear
ane together really well.

The girls certainty pul in the time,
lead coach Debbie Fish suid they prac-
ce eight to 10 hours per week. Not in-
luding their mid-week jaunt to Wheel-
1. And that the scasen stretches from
sugrizst 10 the end of basketbail season in
furch.

“It’s a long season,” Fish said. “After

Paden City Wikicats
Head coach: Kimherly Hizer

As ane of the smallest schools in the
thio Valley Athletic Conference.
aden City has 10 make do according lo
ithletic Director Fred King. even if
1at mcans sharing.

“Yolleyball this year shared six
heerteaders,” he suid. “Basketball this
ear shares four. Down through the
cars, Paden City has had success with
wring athletes, A lot of schools don't
gy into this, but when you're as smuall
s we are, iUs cvery man and woman
t board,”

He pointed out that Paden City
feering has a long tradition of success
ith no fewer than 12 OVAC champi-
nships and two state titles in 1994 and
9838 respectively.

Head cheering coach Kimberly Hizer
+ hoping she can add to Paden City
neeting’s accomplishments. This Feb-
tury she will take a competition squid
fnine girls 1o compete at WesBanco
Jend.

“Cur music is fast and it’s a cuite rou-
ne,” she said, “Qur choreographer

Priday, February 5, 2016
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regionals they take a week off, 1 try not to
do weekends unless we're clase to com-
petition. [ try to give them as many
hreaks as possible, Team bonding things
they do include watching old regionals
tapes, get together und tie dye T-shirts,
spend the night st cach other's houses as
i group.”

The competition squad is made up of
juniars Jocelyn Nelder, Autumn QOwen,
Mackenzie Bailey, and Alexundrea
Burchelt; sophomeres Lauren Mahan. and
Britney Jackson: and freshmen Sierra

Lonkert, Holly Ellis, Melena Mueller,
Jennifer Weltner,

Fish said her squad has been blessed
by u laek of serious injuries this year.
And that she's looking forward to an
OVAC routine that's faster than what her
squad has done in years pist,

“The girls have more fumbling than
{ast yeur,” she said.

“That, combined with the quickness of
the routine, meuns they need to get their
cardio in so they can blast through the
routine.”

does an excelent job, The
girls are working hard to
get it cleaned up and
ready.”

This year's Wildeats
cheering squad consists of
scniors Desiree Heasley
and Cheyenne Blizzard;
Junior Kallie Arnett; soph-
omores Jenna Ametd, Kat-
rina Heasley. Malayna
Price, Kucie Harlwig and
Cuitlin Stewart; and fresh-
man Paige Leonard,

Hizer has been at the
helm of Paden City cheer-
ing for three years now,

She works with choreogra-
pher Ryan DeMary out of Fairmont,
And last year her Wildcats came in
third place in | A competition
OVACs,

*Paden City always has a wonderful
group of girls,” Hizer said, “They're
Just sweel, Everyone thought ['d quit
coaching when my daughter got

through. But 1 love these girls. They
have a great attitude, and not a lot of
drama, They're great to work with.”

Amizingly, the girls are al} friends
outside of cheering, They like to go ice
skating together and make trips 1o the
mail durlng their time off.

“It’s like a family,” Hizer said.

FHE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER ~ Wheeling. W.Va - 13
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River Pllots
Head coach:
Stephanie Schafiner

Most schools see working with a
smaller cheerleading squad as a chal-
lenge, River coach Stephanie Schaffner
sees it as a chance to showcase her girls’
individual talents. It's that scrappy spirit
that chardcierizes Pilots cheering.

“We will feature each girl at what they
are good at,” Schafiner said. “F'm excited
to do this,”

On Feb. 6, River fans who muke the
trip to WesBanco Arena in Wheeling will
see sophomores Alyson Johnson, Abbie
Rulener, Alexis White, Karigan Plalzgraf;
and lone senior Chelsea Pandzik take the
floor,

Schaffner — who cheered os & grade
schooler and into junior high — chose to
focus on dance in her high school years,
which she views as a plus when leading a
cheering squad to a winning routine in
competition.

“We have not gone to any other com-
petitions this year,” she said, “as we just
ended the football season and now there
is busketball. But we are focusing on the
OVACs”

Digging in for some serious practice
time, the squad spends two hours a day
after school honing its routine, Schafiner
said practice time also emphasizes the lm-
poriance of stretching as well as the dance
partion of their competition routine.

“We are a small squad but the girls
seem to like to be together,” she said, “So
I think that makes them special. They
spend a lot of time together and get along
well. We have a really good caplain in
senior Chelsea Pandzik. They really listen

to her and look for guidance.”

Schaffner also has done double duty as
an assistant track coach at River and con-
tinues in that role this school year.

She said she learned some good advice
about coaching cheerleaders from her
mother, who was a coach as well,

“The OVACs ure all new to me,”
Schaffner said.

“We are still working on our routine
for the competition, making sure every-
thing fits.”
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St. Clairsville
Red Devils

yatl coach: Shawn Tomian

shawn Tomlan runs & tight ship.
4 cheering coach has to in order to
ne in first place eight consecutive

es in the talent-rich 4A division of the

'AC Cheering Championship.

That said, she’s not 50 focused on win-

g that she fails to teach her cheerfead-
good sportsmanship. Or that some
)gs are more important than winning
5

‘They are very nice girls,” she said of
squad this year.

‘We try to find time away from prac-
:to do some commugity service. We
e worked with the Relay For Life
w-in-the dark race in St. Clairsville
several years, We decorate our city
ary. And this year we sold breast
cet awareness shirts and made a
000 donation to the Judy Vincenzo
indation,”

“his year's squad consists of seniors
Ias DeLong, Kaylie Kindler and
:yenne Westlake; juniors Alyssa

ler, Jennifer Mazgaj and Cassidy

Ife; sophomores Caton Kadylak,

Paige McGlothlin and Jessica Waggle;
and freshmen Emily Baire, Grace Heath.
Maddie Kleinendorst, Hailey McCort and
Alexa Shields.

Cheering is n year-round commitment
in St. Clairsville, according 10 Tomlan,
Formal prictices star in July and go all
the way through March.

With various commitments in the off
season. This time of year the Red Devils
are practicing about 12 hours a week.

They re attempting a difficult routine
this year, Tomlan said. More tumbling
than vsual, and the cheer will incorporate

Good Luck All Area Teams!

HARBOR OF HOPE

Assembly of God
www.harborathopeag.org

Xt 216 » Go 1 Block South of I-70 on Rt. 9
67667 Wamock Rd., St. Clairsville, OH
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severul youthfol slang words that were
previousty unknown to her,

1 was nsking our choreographer,
*What arc they saying?® 1 had to come
home and Google ‘fleek.” Apparently ‘on
fleek’ is a thing.”

Despite the young squad and afl the
changes, 8t, Clairsville is going to be
ready come Feb, 6.

“We're going to give 100 percent no
matter what,” Tomlan suid,

“We have an entertaining routine, And
it's just one time a year that the cheer-
leaders pet support.™
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St. John Gentral
Figitting Irish
Head coach: Doris Gondon

Last year's fourth place finish in the
1 A division of the OVAC Championship
didn’t sit well with St. John cheering
coach Doris Gordon.

“We would have preferred a higher
place,” she said. “But maybe that's mak-
ing us work harder this year to get at leust
third piace. I guess that’s our motivation
for this year.”

The squad just recently finished its rou-
tine with the help of local choreographet
Joey Tokacs, and is working on the final
parts and remaining places that need im-
proved.

“But that will come in time,” Gordon
said. “I think they’ll have it in the next
couple of weeks.”

During the season the girls are practic-
ing six to eight hours per week. The bulk
of their practice time lakes place during
four-hour prictices on Sundays.

This year's Fighting Irish will feature
senior co-captains Ashlyn Callarick and
Charlie Scatterday as well as senior
Maria Ducei. Juniors are Allyson Goclan,
Kate Lovinskl and Taylor Lowe. There

are no sophomores and the 1wo freshmen
are Katherine Eberhart and Bradie
Ramsay.

“Smaller groups are harder, 100 per-
cent. It makes a difference, especially
during the cheer partion, Those eight girls
really kave to yell as foud as they can to
beat u squad with 15 girls. All of them
have to be perfect; on point.”

On g more positive note, Takacs said
that he's been 1o St. Johst's practices, he's

heard them yell, and thinks they're up «
the challenge. And that they do very we
with what they have, sentiments echocd
by Gordon.

“The girls work really hard and are
dedicated to cheering.” shte suidl,

“And this is their moment to shine, |
think that, for that reason, people shoulc
come and see what all goes into this.
They deserve to be out there amxt they p
on a good show.”

. Good Luck
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Shadyslide Tigers
Head coach:
Molanie Haswoll

ihadyside Coach Melanie Haswell is
1 of saying that cheering is in her

xt. She’s been Involved in the sport
off and on — for 28 years,

\nd now her daughter Victoria

wetl is now aon the squad to soak up
hat knowledge.

['mt not sure if she likes my being
ch,” Haswell said.

You're always rougher on your own.
I'm going to hung in there for a few
 years (o get her through.”

n an interesting twist, Haswell is mak-
use of The Linsly School's cheering
:h — Megan Caruso — to make up
year's OVAC competition routine.
We've never done this before,”

well said. *It’s something different.
she’s done some of our surmmer

lpv. She’s easy going and she listens

'1115 year's Tigers competition squad
sists of senior capt.uns McKuyla
emond and Paige Heller; senior Ash-
Kropka; juniors Sidney Wolgemuth,
ren Bizzarl. Lyndsey Howell, Pami

s Clasaen of all kinds for o

b

« On-site child

Gare
«Croas Fit® is here!

Howard Long
WELLNESS BEHTHI

OF () WHEELING HOSPITAL

Contraguerio, Karly Klug, Alexa Coggins
and Julee Schuetz; sophomores Macken-
zie Darrub and Julia Weeks; and fresh-
men Victoria Haswell, Desirae Horrls and
Tara Palmer.

The girls start ce in the third
week of June and practice three days a
week until the start of football season.
The competition squad starts practicing in
earnest for the OVACs starting in Octo-
ber, Sometimes they have to wait unti] af-
fer 8 ﬁee 10 get gym time.

¢ rlending is not considered a sport

i

M i
lulil

in Ohio,” Haswell said, “But you can see
what these girls do with their bodies.
They're abviously In shape to do these
things."”

Injuries have not been a factor for the
Tigers so far this year,

And Haswell has high bopes for this
year's QVAC competition.

I can just tell that this is the yeuar we
can make things happen,” she said.

T just see that spark in their eye and 1
see how hard they work during practice.
Hopefully this is going to be the year.”

THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER — Wheeling, W.Va - 17
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Shenandoah Zeps
Head coach: April Glesey

April Giesey may be the only cheering
coach at this year's OVACs with not one.
but two dunghters on her squad,

“Sametimes it’s good, sometimes it's
not.” she said with o laugh, “They argue
with each other.”

Sibling rivalry aside, Giesey said her
sqquad 1s performing well, despite their
age and lack of competition experience.

“1 hive @ youpg squad,” she sald. “And
as fur as competitions go, none of them
Iave performed at OVACS. Not even my
senior, S0 | guess work-ethic wise,
they're leaming how to work together.
It's been a growing experience for all of
them. As we build on that, it will get bet-
ter.”

This year's Zeps include senior Kim-
berly West; sophomores Cheyenne
Giesey and Gubby Miller; and freshmen
Savannah Giesey. Jessica Merrill, Taylor
Wukelich, Kaileigh Ramage and Erica
Cantwell,

Each member of her competition squad
¢heered for football and baskektball this
school year, Giesey said. And their coni-

Steuhenvilie Catholic

Central Crusaders

Head coach: Pam Bolger

Steubenville Catholic Central will take
the floor ot this year's OVAC Cheering
Championsiip with ondy o six-member
squigl,

“It's larder with fewer,” Couch Pam
Boluer said with a laugh. "My assistant
Mepan Green and § are both former gym-
nists. Between the two of us we're able
to tweak things, We'll make it work.”

Crusader cheering has faced a war of
attrition, stariing with 15 cheerleaders for
foothall season, down 1o 10 for basket-
hitl, with only six being able to commit
16 OVACS. But the reniaining girls are
solid, Bolger said.

“So of the six 1 have, five are fresh-
men,” she sald. Most of them were with
me lust year as Junior Crusaders. So they
kiow my expectations, They're so dedi-
cuted. And 1 have some strong tumblers,
of which I'm ghd.”

Those freshimen wre Karly Bolger,
Tautia DiBiuse, Caitha Pipo, Olivia Shep-
herd, Ava Sprochi. And the lone sopho-
more is Emity Hemon,

mitment to cheer-
ing is pretty much
yeur-round, consid-
ering that tryouts
were at the end of
May last year.
They learmed their
competition routine
at the beginning of
November.
“We've heen
practicing that for
iwo 10 four hours a
week,” she said,
“On top of basket-

ball games. Some
weeks they're at it
every night of the week and Soiurdays.”

Giesey is the only coach, which is not
uncommon for o smail school, But there
are times when she needs help, she said.
She likes to make use of friends to round
out her weaknesses.

T have someone come in and do -
bling,” she said.

*And | had a choreogrupher conme in as

well, 1 draw from various frlends who
have been cheer couches and dance
coaches. They’ Il come and watch the ron
tine and tell me what they think, see wha'
I'in not seeing.”

As for OVACs, the Zeps are excited
and warking hard,

*1 hope their enthusiasm and commit-
ment to practice shows on the floor,”
Giesey said,

0

The defining characteristic of her
cheerleaders is a willingness to learn,
Rolger said, Sometimes she™H teach them
a cheer five minutes before the start of a
game. Which plays into her strategy for
the Crusaders” OVAC competition rou-
ting,

“From the lasi competition that Megan
and [ wenl o, we noticed that a lot of the
routines are the sume.” she said. “Not the
routines, but the order in which they do
the events. So our goal was to really mix

it up.”

1% <THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER - Wheeling, W.Va

Bolger and Green both know the girls’
strengths inside and out since they've
been with them the entire school year,

“Cheering Is such a huge commit-
ment,” Bolger said. “It’s not like football
season and it's done. | have tryouts in
May. They condition all summer. And w
pretty much end in March.”

She's hopiag tor a lot of fan support
for her Crusader cheerleaders this Feb. 6

“This being the first time we're in
OVACs for several years, it would truly
be appreciated,” Bolgar said,

Friday, February 5, 2016
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Steuhenville Big Red
Read coach: Kelly Lancia

Steubenville High Schoot cheerlead-
s lave the dance portion of their rou-
e, according to head coach Kelly
incia.

i‘;'They have a lot of fun with it,” she
The Big Red competition sguad has
d to undergo significant changes

mm the beginning of the season, when
znjoyed 13 members,

*We were down four upperclassmen
10 are unable to perform at OVACs,”
neia said.

“50 we picked up two alternates

10 did not compete with us in the
mmer. There have been many for-
ttion changes und girls learning new
s,

This year's competition squad con-
1s of seniors Snmantha McDonald,
littyn Wineman. Chaeli Cooper; jun-
% Jordie Ferguson, Kylee Taylor,
allory Mettenberger and Launastasis
mick; sophomore Julen Byrom; und
:shmen T'Kayla Kelley, Jordan
rgeant and Gabrielle Lulla,

“We have a lol of heart on our

team,” Lancia said. “No matter all of
the changes. and missing some of our
strong uppercinssmen for the OVACs,
the rest of the team is s1ill pushing
through and working as hard as they
cim to put on o good performance.”

She said her syuad is practicing three
to four times per week for about two
and a half hours a practice. depending
QI ZYN1 aCCess,

“We hope Big Red Nation will come
support us,” Lancia soid.

600D LUCK
STEUBENVILLE
BIG REDS

FROM THE
BOARD OF EDUCATION
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8Y WYNDHAM
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Toroaio Red Knights
Head coach:
Marissa Rehich

Joey Takucs is to Ohio Valley
cheering what Warren Buffet is 1o
value investing, or Stephen Hawking
is to theoretical physics.

In short, he's the man.

Eleven teams competing at OVACs
this year bear his imprimatur,

But only one team — Toronto —
cen cali him coach, (Well, assistant
coach.)

“Murissa Rebich, the head coach, is
pregnant,” Takacs said.

“And she didn’t want to compelte a
lot, And I said that's fine with me be-
cause I'm swamped.”

Toronto did make time last year for
a very competitive Jefferson County
Fair competition, which is basically a
cheering free-for-all on a slab of ce-
ment on a dirt race track.

They came in second place.

And since then they’ve only gotten
better.

“I finished the routine a month ago
and we’ve been running it full out for
a solid two weeks now,” Takacs said.

“We performed it at a basketball
game against Weir High School the
other might,

*“The other couaches and [ looked at
each other and said, *This is really
gm"ﬂ

This year's Red Knights coml:u:n-
tlon squad consists of seniors E
Price and Mollie Chetock; juniors
Jazalyn Glenn, Meghan Rawson,
Johna Bell, Kara Eltringham, Aubrey
Saner and Hannah Parker; sophomore
Jenna Leasure; and freshmen Kiara
Smith, Khloey Stock, Hollie Robin-
son, Ashlynn Suppa and Sara Yarosz.

www.wyncc.edy
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Takacs is the owner of the local
Pittsburgh Superstars cheering gym.
And, needless to say. a talented

choreographer. But in a surprising
move, he enlisted the help of Linsly
cheering coach (und good friend)
Megan Caruso to design Toronto’s
OVAC routine.

“It's different,” he said.

“Creative. And it's going to catch
the eye of the crowd.

*“I's one of the best groups 've h
in Toronto in five years. The talent
level is through the roof. The tum-
bling pass at the beginning is insane.

te8, mare
truotion

‘\.
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Union Local Jets
Head coach:
Stephanie Jendrusik

Retirement is overrated, according to

ion Local cheering coach Stephanie

drusik,

(e longtime Jets coach curne out of

thballs last year and will take her

fd to the OVAC Championship in

ruary — its first competition since
fall’s Buckeye 8.

This has been a big building year to
that endurance back,” she said.

e've been working since eurly May,
rand six days a week. Prior 1o the
tkeye 8, the girls were doing private

1 time to build their endurance. And
adamant about doing routines full-out

ing practice.”

“he Jets will compete in the talent-rich
division of the OVAC Championship.
ir routine — developed by St

irsville choreographers Shunnon Dom-
ski and Ayla Stewart — is “very fast”
“unigue,” Jendrusik said,

‘his year's squad consists of Guuge
tello, Autumn Crum, Maddie Dubiel,
irtny Hicks. Megin Lattocha, Alyssa

Welir Red Riders
rad coach: Sarah Walter

Veir cheering couch Sarch Walter and

stant coach Ay Paul have a system.
ir decisions are mutual and they do

~ything together.

We're very much a team,” snid Wal-
who cheered for Weir and has

zhed since 2010,

o far her squad hus placed second at
WVSSAC Region | competition, and
it on to a fourth place finish at the

: competition.

Was 1 happy?” Walter said. “*Ab-
tely. They worked very hard this

- And we have five seniors and it
their personal goat to finally make it
e state competilion, We hadn’t been
e 201 0. So it was an accomplish-

it that they worked hard to reach.”
his yeuar's Red Riders compelition

d includes Alayna Degenhardt, Car-
e Fodor, Isabella Kitlangitis, Lexus
a, Brandon Konovitch, Kenzie Rusi-
ich, Allina Varner, Mukaita Taylor,
lor Zdan, Alicia Palmeri, Adriana Di-
leis, Steffuni Cummins, Anetia

ms, Macey Gump.

ast year the girls came in second

day, February 5, 20116

Morris, Alyssa Momison, Raegen Ricer.
Carrigan Sperry, Alaire Vota and Re-
bekuh Whiteley.

“1 would have to siy that these girls
have a drive to win that 1've never seen at
Union Local,” Jendrusik said. “They
know hard work and they respect hard
work. You can be the best coich in the
world, But if they don’t have that desire,
you're not going 1o be successfisl,”

Counting her previous stint, this will be
her 13th year at the helm of Union Lacal

cheering. Jendrusik said that part of what
she loves about her job is molding young
airls during an impressionable time of
their tives.

“Getting to wark witl: these young
ladies is very fuifilling for me,” she said.
“1 really focus on working with the gids
to instilt good morals. This is a fun time
of their tives. But ullimately, Tife outside
of Union Local is an adventure. And 1
wanl to be part of helping prepare them
for that.”

s

place in 5A competition at the OVAC
Cheering Chasnpionship. Something they
accomplished with the help of choreogru-
pher Joey Takacs, who has become such
a good friend to Walter that they taik on
the phone weekly and email each other
videas,

“Weir is very talented this year,”
Takacs said. “The opening of their rou-
tine is very strong. It's very different.
The opening is really going to have a
‘wow’ [actor, 100 percent.”

Tukucs also said that he was pleased

that Weir made it 1o the state campeti-
tion. And that until this year, no school
had ever represented his work in the
stufe’s penultinate cheering competition,
Next up are the OVACs.

“My girls want to win OVACs more
than anything,” Walter said. “Today
there’s a snow day and they don’t under-
stand why we're not having prctice.
They want to be in the gym. They're lift-
ing weights, They tun stairs. At this
point, they would do anything to win
their first OVAC title since 2003,
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2016 OVAC GCHEeriINnG GHAMPIONSHIPS

Weirton Madonna
Head coach:
Jennifer Barmmahel

Weirton Madonna High School kes a
team-oriented approach to copching its
cheerleading squad. Head Coach Jennifer
Bamabei works closely with assistants
Denise Ceraolo and Danielle Weimer-
skirch to hone the competition routine.

“We plan our practices together,”
Burnabei said.

“And we focus on lumbling and all as-
pects of our routine. And we really focus
on meeting the needs of the girls lo help
them be successful. We go to all the
games and practices together, It's been a
really nice collaboration so far this year.”

Throw Ohio Valley choreographer ex-
traordinaire Joey Takacs into the mix and
you have a recipe for success, Blue
Dons style.

“It's a very talented group of young
Iadies with alot of untapped potential.”
Ceraolo sald. *“They have been working
very hard on their OVAC routine along
with basketball sideiine cheers.”

This year's Blue Dons competition
squad consists of seniors Gabriella Anile

and Ayia Gobleck; junlors Mallory San-
toro and Alexa Kessel; sophomores Han-

nah Delval, Miah LeFFever, Catherine Lis,

Allie Mormroceo, Tomi Pavan and Halle
Payne: and freshmen Alexandra Backel,
Aylssa Gobleck, Elle Greco and Abby
Nickerson.

Bammabeti sald that this year’s competi-
tion routine is action-packed and fun and
her girls are really excited about it.
“They’re enjoying the dance and the
cheer portions.” she said.

*And they're very much into the gym-
nastics. I'm proud of the girls for their

OF?@; ing: _ :
s Diagnostic Testma

» Hearing Aid Sales & Repali | -
« Custom Hearing Protection =

= Assistive Devices

www. hankinshearimgwelrton.com
204 Three Spiings Dr. @ Suite 1, Welnon, WV

304-914-4009

GOOD LUCK TO ALL
CHEERING SQUADS! |

Your l.ocally Owned
Hearing Care Provider

"'u.méalin
J08-233-5900

22 -THE INTELLIGENCER and NEWS-REGISTER ~ Wheeling, W.Va

hard wark in completmg this routine,
It's going to be exciting for the crowt
and rewarding for the girls. We have
music mix that encompasses a variety
of genres.”

One of the things that stands out mo
for Coach Bamabei is how well her gir
work together and support each other.

“They're a respectful group that’s
proud of what they do,” she said.

“And I'm rendiy looking forward to
some funtastic results, They're working
hard to showcase their skills when they
arrive at OVACs.”

Friday, February $, 201



2016 OVAC CHeeriNG CHAMPIONSHIPS

Wheeling Park Patriots
Head coach:
Shawma Shepherd

- In her 11 years as head coach of
Wheeling Park High School cheering,
Shawna Shepherd considers this year
to be one of the most eventful.

Lets review: this past fall the foot-
ball team waon its first state champi-
onship in school history; the cheering
squad took the state competition in
Charleston shortly afier; and, in her
spare time, senior cheerleader Kayley
Miller managed to get into Stanford
University — a school with a 5.1 per-
cent acceptance rate.

“It’s been a lot of fun to be a Wheel-
ing Park Patriot this year,” Shepherd
suid. “And honestly, we just have &
great group of seniors.”

Wheeling Park will field a 15-girl
competition squad this Feb. 6 when
then defend their 5A OVAC champi-
onship title, Another win would make
it four straight for the Patriots.

In addition to Miller are seniors Na-
talie Wiethe, Taylah Rutherford, Kasie
Stewart, Bre Ross and Jordan Staht;
junior Abby Hudrlik; sophomores

Meghan Murphy, Abby Skrzypek, and
Bria Spigarelli; and freshmen Morgan
Fox, Shea Wright, Kyla Leigh, Alexa

Crebs and Natalie Fischer.

This year's OVAC routine was de-
signed by Fairmont-based Brian Faulkin-
er. Shepherd considers it *high en-
durance™ und said her girls will need a
lot of stamina to make it through,

“We do opening tumbling,” she said.
“And then the girls do their cheer. And
the dance is in the second half. But it's
always difficult to step up from last year,

Make the judges remember you. And do
something clever that sticks ow.”

But cheering is more ihan winning
championships for Shepherd, She or-
ganizes different activities throughout
the year to keep things fun for her
girls. Like "Relay for Life,” and read-
ing to students at local elementary
schools, And when graduation day
comes, she’s going 1 miss her seniors,

*When you spend six days u week
practicing on top of school,” she said.
“You really do become a family.”

Ohio County Schools

® Inspiting Dreams §
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Photos by Bruce Crawford
TOP LEFT: Bishop Donahue cheerln% team poses after winning the class 1A title of the OVACs Saturday. TOP REGHT: Linsly cheering team poses with their class 3A

trophy. BOTTOM LEFT: St. Clairsville cheerleaders and their conches pose after winning the 4A championship. BOTTOM RIGHT: Wheeling Park cheering squad
th their coaches after winning the SA title.
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' Pholos by Bruce Crawlord
TOP LEFT: Bishop Donahue cheering team poses after winning the class 1A title of the OVACs Saturday. TOP RIGHT: Linsly cheering team poses with their class 3A
trophy. BOTTOM LEFT: St. Clairsville cheerleaders and their coaches pose after winning the 4A championship. BOTTOM RIGHT: Wheeling Park cheering squad
poses with their coaches after winning the SA title. :
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Shepherd draws cheers for OVAC work

WHEELING - Is it a sport or not?
That is a question central to cheerleading,

Regardless of the answer, the OVAC
preseats a cheering competition second to
none. The 25th annual event plays out Sat-
urday at WesBanco Arena,

The tourney is under the expert and
meticulous direction of Libby Shepherd.
She has done so for some 20 years,

Shepherd and cheerleading go hand-in-
hand. She has been a longtime and pas-
sionate crusader in promoting cheering
throughout the conference,

Shepherd was a cheerleader during her
prep days at Wheeling High. She also has
served as cheering coach at Wheeling Park
High and Bridge Street Middle School.

“I really enjoy doing it (running the

tournament). I have been involved in
cheering for most of my life. I can’t imag-
ine not doing it,” Shepherd said. “The
toughest part of the event is the program,
Getting all the photos and rosters in is the

hardest part.

“Everything really runs smoothly the
day of the championships. (OVAC Execu-
tive Secretary) Tom Rataiczak is a huge
help. He works with me every step of the
way,” she added. “I also have some dedi-
cated staffers who really help make every-
thing fall into place.”

Rataiczak knows better than anyone the
quality work Shepherd brings to the cheer-
ing mat,

“For the past 19 years, Libby Shepherd
has run the OVAC Cheering Champi-
onship with the utmost efficiency and
organization. From start to finish, the event
runs smoothly and on time,” Rataiczak
said. “Libby works year-round doing

Ses, SHEPHERD, Page G2

&l

B -

Shepherd

Continued from Page C1

cheering competitions throughout the
Ohio Valley and the state of West Virginia,
From PAC-8 to West Virginia Regionals
to tryouts, she is always ready to assist
with her knowledge and opinion.

“In addition to running the competition,
Libby also produces the program which
helps fund cheering scholarships. To date,
this has awarded over $27,000 in scholar.
ships. Not only that, but the Junior high
cheering competition has donated all thair
profits to help subsidize the Bianquet of
Champions, which affects every sport and
school in the conference,” he added. “More
than $50,000 has been turned over since
the competition begun. Libby is quick to
offer ideus and assistance to other sports
and directors whenever asked and is
always one of the first to volunteer to
heip.”

Unlike a game, cheerleading judging is
subjective. It can result in some unhappy
campers.

“We always have some people upset,
We have five judges selected at a commit-
tee meefing. The WVSSAC has a list of
cettitied judges which we utilize, They are
very qualified,” Shepherd said. “You have
winners and losers in sports. People must
accept that. My satisfaction comes when
everything runs smoothly.”

Pulling oft an event of such mignitude
seamlessly is no casy task.

“You have 1o witness and watch closely
a cheering competition at WesBanco to
Tully appreciate her efforts. More than
4,000 fans, 25-plus couches, 300-plus
cheerleaders, judges, meals, television,
programs and souvenir sales, Libby con-
stantly moves from spot to spot to make
certain everything goes off as planned. I'm
not certain she's cver been able to watch
an cotire competition since she started,”
Rataiczak said. “Unlike other champi-
onships, it’s one that everyone complains
about but no one wants to run. Social net-
working has added huge concerns that
were never thought of before its inception,
So there’s a lot of parents, girls, schools
and fans who have opinions s to the place
finishers.

“Unlike a baskctball game where you
can walk out and point to the winner, few
leave WesBanco Areny agreeing on the
outcome. That is a huge burden that maost
ditectars don’t have to be concerned with,”
he added. “I believe that people won't real-
Iy understand the job Libby’s done untj)
she retires. She's definitely onc of the best
directors | have ever worked with when it
comes to running an event such as this,
She takes immense pride in running a first-
class chmmpionship.”

Kapral  mav  be  reached ar
blkapral@timesleaderonline com
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“In addition to running the competition, Libby also pro-
duces the program which helps fund cheering scholarships.
To date, this has awarded over $27,000 in scholarships.
Not only that, but the junior high cheering competition has
donated ail their profits to help subsidize the Banquet of
Champions, which affects every sport and school in the
conference. More than $50,000 has been turned over since
the competition began. Libby is quick to offer ideas and
ussistance to other sports and directors whenever asked and
is always one of the first to volunteer to help.”

ike a game, cheerleading judging is subjective. It can
result in some unhappy campers. _

“We always have some people upset. We have five
judges selected at a committee meeting. The WVSSAC has
a list of certified ju(ﬁges which we utilize. They are very
qualified,” Shepherd said. “You have winners and losers in
sports. People must accept that. My satisfaction comes

. when everything runs smoothly.”

Pulling off an event of such magnitude seamlessly is no
easy task.

“You have to witness and watch closely a cheering com-
petition at WesBanco to fully appreciate her efforts. More
than 4,000 fans, 25-plus coaches, 300-plus cheerleaders,
Ed%es, meals, television, programs and souvenir sales,

ibby constantty moves from spot to spot to make certain
everything goes off as planned. I'm not certain she’s ever
been able to watch an entire competition since she started,”
Rataiczak snid. “Unlike other championships, it’s one that
everyone complains about but no one wants to run. Social
networking has added huge concems that were never
thought of before its inception. So there's a lot of parents,
ﬁhschools and fans who have opinions as to the place

ers.

“Unlike a basketball game where you can walk out and
point to the winner, few leave WesBanco Arena agreeing
on the outcome. That is a huge burden that most directors
don’t have to be concerned with. I believe that people won't
really understand the job Libby’s done until she retires.
She’s definitely one of the best directors I have ever worked
with when it comes to running an event such as this. She
takes immense pride in running a first-class championship.”

Bubba Kapral can be reached via email at:
bkapral®@timesleaderonline.com




