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)VAC game ends in a tie, 
MIKE MATHISON 
The Tlmes Leader 

,TEUBENVILLE - Edison's 
;tin Horan laced a two-run triple 
be top of the eighth inning and 
1sly's duo of Colton Coss and 
Ion Curtin did damage for a run 
be bottom of the eighth inning as 
George Kovalick OV AC All

r Baseball Game ended dead
ked at 4 Monday at Vaccaro 
Id in eight innings. • 
I was just looking to hit it where 
vas pitched," said Horan. "He 
Ikersburg South's Josh Wells) 
,w me an outside pitch so I took 
mt way. 

"IT'S GOOD coming here and 
not having the pressure of a 
regular game. It was great to 
Just go out and play." 

"This was a blast I bad a lot of 
fun." 

West V.irginia took a 2-0 lead in 
the bottom of. the fourth when 
Wheeling Central's Nick Bakaitis 
singled and, with two outs, Coss 
tripled him home. Curtin reached on 
a swinging s_trike three and Coss 
scored. 

-ColtonCoa 
UnsJy-

"I looked at it and saw the num
bers on the right fielder's back, so I 
knew I bad a base hit" 

"Ii w_as a bunch of fun getting to . 
play here with Dill," said Coss. "It's 
good coming here and not having 
the pressure of a regular game. It 
was great to just go out and play." Horan then tried to score when the 

ball got away at third base. "It was great that we were able to 
just go out and play and get a last "I thought the ball went further 

past the third baseman than it did," 
See, OVAC, Page 82 Horan admitted. • . 

Sliva honored with 
Gibson coach of 
the year accolade 
By RICK THORP 
Tlmes Leader Sports Wrtter 

STEUBENVILLE - Rieb Gibson loved to 
watch baseball. 

More than that, be loved talking about It 
So, when Tom Sliva learned he'd been 

selected as this season's OV AC Coach of the 
Year Award, it got him thinking about some 
conversatic;ms be bad about the game with the 
late Times Leader sports scribe, whom the 
award Is named. 

''There were probably times I bad hour 
conversations with him about Cleveland 
Indians baseball," Sliva, St. Clairsville's 
ultra-successful bead coach, remembered 

· - . Monday evening after being presented the 
. T-L Photo/RICK THORP honor at the George Kovallck ov AC All-Star 

r. CLAIRSVILLE head coach Tom Sh~a, left, converses Game at Vaccaro Field. 
Ith his son, T.J., during Monday evenings Georqe Kovallck "We'd be talking about something and the 
VAC All-Star Baseball Game at Steubenville s Vaccaro next thing you know it'd be midnight and 
eld. Sliva received the second Richard "Hoot" Gibson we'd still be talking about'the Tribe." 
VAC Baseball Coach of the Year Award during the contest. That was typical "Hoot," Sliva believed. 
,e honor Is named after Gibson, the longtime sports writer 
r The Times Leader, who died In July of 2013. see, SLIVA, Page 82 
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Continued from Page B1 

chance to play with a couple gur,s we won't be able to 
play with any more," said Curtin. 'I've played with a lot 
of these guys on my old travel team, the Mudcats. I've 
played against these guys a lot last couple of years and it 
was good to be able to play with them today." 

"I also played on the same travel team, so playing with 
these guys is a bunch of fun," said Coss. 

Ohio scored one in the top of the fifth when St. 
Clairsville's Michael "Zuke" Jacob doubled, moved to 
third on a balk and scored on a wild pitch. 

Ohio scored twice in the top of the eighth. 
St Clairsville's Ryan Busby, who made a diving catch 

to close the bottom of the seventh, singled to start the 
inning. Catholic Central's Nick Ivkovich was hit by a 
pitch to put runners on first and second when Horan came 
to the dish. 

"It was a great experience to play with these guys, a 
bunch of friends," said Indian Creek's Cole Yeater. "I 
couldn't pass up playing in this game. It was a lot of fun." 

"He's a great catcher," Jacob said of Yeater. "He's a 
wall back there." 

Coss and Curtin had back-to-back singles in the bottom 
of the eighth to put runners at the corners. Coss scored 
with two outs on a wild pitch for the final 4-4 count. 

''This was a really good experience, a fun experience," 
said Weir High head coach Jason Angle. 

eSliva--
con1Inued from Page B1 

He said talks would 
begin about that day's 
game, but would quickly 
tum to other things. 

"All the time," Sliva 
said. "I had many conver
sations with "Hoot" about 
many aspects of the game . 
The kids, work ethic, how 
things have been going, 
how things should done. I 
certainly had some great 
conversations with him.'' 

For Sliva, Gibson simply 
wasn't a member of the 

• media, he was a friend. 
"I used to say, "Make 

me sound smart,''' Sliva 
recalled smiling. "Who 
didn't like "Hoot" and like 
talking to him?" 

Gibson would've loved 
Sliva's team this season. 
The Red Devils finished 
21-5, won the OVAC Class 
4A Tournament title and 
reached the district semifi
nals before falling to 
fildgewood, 1-0. 

"We had a great, great 
season fillei:l with lots of 
energy," Sliva said 
describing his team, which 
started the season 18-0 and 
also finished second in the 
inaugural Buckeye 8 
Tournament 

"The kids were really 
excited this year and came 
to the ballpark excited to 
play every day. We had out 
banquet (Sunday) and that's 
one of the things we talked 
about was how excited they 
were. • 

''The kids came every 
day ready to play. It was 
fun. It made it easy for me. 
It re-energized me." 

While the award has 
Sliva's name etched on it, 
the veteran skipper said it's 
a team honor. 

"It's awesome," he said. 
• "It means you have a solid 
program. It's nice to be 
honored by your peers. 

"With the quality coach
ing staff we have and the 
kids we have, it's easy to 
receive something like this. 
Our kids work hard and our 
coaches work hard. It's 
great.'' 

Sliva also acknowledged 
his family. His son, T.J., 
assists his dad on the field, 
while his wife, Jayne, is a 
constant presence in the 
bleachers cheering them 
both on. 

''Like Perry (West, 
OVAC Rase.hall 



0 OVAC All-Star Game 
Ends in 4-4 Stalemate 
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Photo by Mike Mathison 

Wheeling Central's Nate Bakaltis keeps an eye 

on Steubenville Catholic's Chris Murphy. 

C 

Play ends in eighth inning 
due to darkness 

By MIKE MATHISON 
For The Intelligencer 

STEUBENVILLE - Edison's Austin Horan 
laced a two-run triple in the top of the eighth 
inning and Llnsly's duo of Colton Coss and Dil
lon Curtin did damage for a run in the bottom of 
the eighth. inning as the OV AC Ohio/West V ir

ginia All-Star Baseball Classic ended deadlocked 
at 4 Monday at Vaccaro Field in eight innings. 

"I was just looking; to hit it where it was 
pitched," said Horan. 'He (Parkersburg South's 
Josh Wells) threw me an outside pitch so I took 
it that way. 

"I looked at it and saw the numbers on the 
righrfielder's back, so I knew I had a base hit." 

Horan then tried to score when the ball got 

away at third base. 
• "I thought the ball went further past the third 

baseman tnan it did," Horan admitted. 
"This was a blast I Jiad a lot of fun." 
West Virginia took a 2-0 lead in the bottom of 

the fourth when Wheeling Central's Nick 
Bakaitis sin!ded and, with two outs, Coss tripled 
him home. Curtin reached on a swinging strike 

three and Coss scored. 
"It was a bunch of fun getting to play here 

with Dill," said Coss. "It's good coming here and 
not having the pressure of a regular game. It was 
great to just go out and play." 

"It was great that we were able to just go out 
and play and get a last chance to play with a cou
ple guys we won't he able to play with any 

more," said Curtin. "lt've flayed with a Jot of 
these guys on my old trave team, the Mudcats. 

I've played against these guys a lot of !her last 
couple of years and it was good to be able to 

Please See OVAC, Page 13 



many aspects of the game. 
The kids, work ethic, how 
things have been going, 
how things should done. I 
certainly had some great 
conversations with him.'' 

For Sliva, Gibson simply 
wasn't a member of the 
media, he was a friend. 

"I used to say, "Make 
me sound smart,''' Sliva 
recalled smiling. "Who 
didn't like "Hoot" and like 
talking to him?" 

Gibson would've loved 
Sliva's team this season. 
The Red Devils finished 
21-5, won the OVAC Class 
4A Tournament title and 
reached the district semifi
nals before falling to 
Ridgewood, 1-0. 

"We had a great, great 
season filled with lots of 
energy," Sliva said 
describing his team, which 
started the season 18-0 and 
also finished second in the 
inaugural Buckeye 8 
Tournament. 

''The kids were really 
excited this year and came 
to the ballpark excited to 
play every day. We had out 
banquet (Sunday) and that's 
one of the things we talked 
about was how excited they 
were. 

"The kids came every 
day ready to play. It was 
fun. It made it easy for me. 
It re-energized me.'' 

While the award has 
Sliva's name etched on it, 
the veteran skipper said it's 
a team honor. 

"It's awesome," he said. 
"It means you have a solid 
program. It's nice to be 
honored by your peers. 

"With the quality coach
ing staff we have and the 
kids we have, it's easy to 
receive something like this. 
Our kids work hard and our 
coaches work hard. It's 
great." 

Sliva also acknowledged 
his family. His son, T.J., 
assists his dad on the field, 
while his wife, Jayne, is a 
constant presence in the 
bleachers cheering them 
both on. 

"Like Perry (West, 
OVAC Baseball 
Coordinator) said, "The 
plaque should go the 
wife,''' Sliva said smiling. 

"Hoot" would've 
smiled, too. 

"There's no question 
that having his name 
attached to this makes this 
special," Sliva said. 

Thorp can be reached at 
rt~wrp@timesleaderonline. 
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BRIDGEPORT'S 
Balley McGrath 

and Unsly's Colton 
Coss look Into 

aptlon at the plate 
during Monday's 
Georg"1 Kovallck 

OVAC All-star 
Baseball Game at 

Vacarro Field In 
Steubenville. 

T-L Photo/RICK THORP 

OVAC game ends ina tie: 
By MIKE MATHISON 
For The Times Leader 

STEUBENVlliLE - Edison's 
Austin Horan laced a two-run triple 
in the top of the eighth inning and 
Linsly's duo of Colton Coss and 
Dillon Curtin did damage for a run 
in the bottom of the eighth inning as 
the George Kovalick OVAC All
Star Baseball Game ended dead
locked at 4 Monday at Vaccaro 
Field in eight innings. • 

"I -was just looking to hit it where 
it was pitched," said Horan. "He 
(Parkersburg South's Josh Wells) 
threw me an outside pitch so I took 
It that way. 

"IT'S GOOD coming here and 
not having the prasSU/"(1 of a . 
regular game. It was fjreat to 
Just go out and play.• 

-ColtonCon 
L/iJS/y----

"I looked at it and saw the nnm
bers on the right fielder's back, so I 
knew I had a base hit" 

Horan then tried to score when the 
ball got away at third base. 

"I thought the ball went further 
past the third baseman than it did," 
Horan admitted. 

"This was a .blast. I bad a lot of 
fun,~"'' '-,, ,;_,,•,·-_ 

West-~'look.a 2'0 lead inj 
fhe litlttcirtHof:tthe "fourth when 
Wheelini Cen!ral' s Nick 13akaitis 
singled and, with two outs, Coss 
tripled him hotne. Curtin reached on 
a swinging strike three and Coss 

1 
scored. . 

"It w_as a bunch of fun getting to . 
play here with Dill," said Coss. "It's 
good coming here and not having 
the pressure of a regnlar game. It 
was greatto just go out and play." 

"It was great that we were able to 
just go out and play and get a last 

See, OVAC, Page 82 

Sliva honored with 
Gibson coach of 
the year accolade 
By RICK THORP 
llmes Leader Sports Writer 

STEUBENVILLE - Rich Gibson loved to 
watch baseball. 

More than that, he loved talking about it 
So, when Tom Sliva learned he'd been 

selected as this season's OVAC Coach of the 
Year Award, it got him thinking about some 
conversations he had about the game with the 
late ~~es Le~der sports scribe, whom the 



St.C.'s Sliva 
Named Top 
OV Coach 
In Baseball 

By RICK THORP 
For The Intelligencer 

STEUBENVILLE - Rich Gibson 'loved 
to watch baseball. 

More than that, he loved talking about it. 
So, when Tom Sliva 

learned he'd been selected 
for this season's OV AC 
Coach of the Year Award, it 
got him thinking about 
some conversations he had 
about the game with the late 
Times Leader sports writer, 
whom the award is named. 

''There were probably • I 
limes I had hour conversa- SLIVA 
tions with him about Cleve-
Jan d Indians baseball," Sliva, St. 
Clairsville' s ultra-successful head coach, 
remembered Monday evening after being 
presented the honor at the George Kovalick 
OVAC AU-Star Game at Vaccaro Field. • 

"We'd be talking about something and the 
~ext thing you know it'd be midnight and 

Please See SLIVA, Page 13 

SLIVA 
(Continued from Page 11) 

we'd still be talking about the Tribe." 
That was typical "Hoot," Sliva believed. 

He said talks would begin about that day's 
game, but would ouickly tum to other things. 

"All the lime,'' Sliva said. "I had many 
conversations with "Hoot" about many 
aspects of the game. The kids, work ethic, 
how things have been going, how things 
should be done. I certainly had some great 
conversations with him.' 1 

. 

For Sliva, Gibson simply wasn't a mem
ber of the media, he was a friend. 

"I used to say, .'Make me sound smart,' 
Sliva recalled smiling. "Who didn't like 
"Hoot" and like talking to him?" 

Gibson would've loved Sliva's team this 
season. The Red Devils finished 21-5, won 
the OV AC Class 4A Tournament title and 
reached the district semifinals before falling 
to Ridgewood, 1-0. 

"We had a great, great season filled with 
Jots of energy," Sliv.a said describinjl his 
team, which started 18-0 and also fimsbed 
second in the inaugnral Buckeye 8 Tourna
ment. 

"The kids were really excited this year 
and. came to the ballpark excited to play 

every day. We had our banquet (Sunday) 
and that's one of the things we talked about 
was how excited they were. 

"The kids came every day ready to play. 
It was fun. It made it easy for me. It re-ener
gized me.'' 

While the award has Sliva's name etched ! 
on it, the veteran skipper said it's a team I 
honor. 

"It's awesome,'' he said. "It means you 
have a solid program. It's nice to be honored 
by your peers. • 

"With the quality coaching staff we have 
and the kids we have, it's easy to receive 
something like this, Our kids work hard and 
our coaches work bard. It's great'' 

Sliva also acknowledged his family. His 
son, T.J., assists his dad on the field, while 
his wife, Jayne, is a constant presence in the 
bleachers cheering them both on. 

"Like Perry (West, OVAC Baseball 
Coordinator) said, "The _plaque should go 
the wife,"' Sliva said smiling. 

"Hoot" would've smiled, too. 
"There's no question that having his 

name attached to this makes this special\" 
Sliva said 



OVAC All-Star Games C • 

• T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
PICTURED IS the Ohio team which will compete in Monday's OVAC George Kovallck All-Star Game at 
Vaccaro Field in Steubenville. Front row, from left, are Ty Ramsay of Bellaire, Hunter Westlake of 
Bellaire, Parker Dyson of Bridgeport, Balley McGrath of Bridgeport, Jaden Border of Caldwell, Kyle( , 
McElfresh of Caldwell, Austin Horan of Edison, Austin Kowalski of Harrison Central, Kalub Mitchell of 
Harrison Central and Jimmy Bolyog of Indian Creek; back row, coach D.J. Butler of Barnesville, Cole' 
Yeater of Indian Creek, Kaleb.Balre ·of Martins Ferry, Lucas Lloyd of Martins Ferry, Ryan Busby of St. 
Clalrsvllle, Daulton Free'man of St. Clairsville, Michael "Zuke" Jacob of St. Clairsville, Nick lvkovlch of 
Steubenville Catholic, Chris Murphy of. Steubenville Catholic, Nate Stewart of Toronto and coach Johri 
Pollak of Bellaire. Absent was Travis Wolfe of Steubenville.· • • 

H. Pooto/SETH STASKEY. 
PICTURED IS the Ohio team which will compete In Wednesday's OVAC All-Star Game at Lisa's Field at 
the Chamber~s i-470 Complex. Front row, from left, are Amber LaMotte of St. John Central, Mackenzi 
Otto df St. Clairsville, Klerstyn Czuchran of Buckeye Local, Dallas Messenger of Bellalre, Brianna Diss 
of Meadowbrook and Lauren Swiger of Buckeye Local; second row, Fran Capaldi of Steubenville 
Catholic, Alexis· Burris of Buckeye Trail, Caitlin Sliva of St. John Central, Haylee Bowers of Rive and 
Keri Renzler of Bridgeport; back row, coaches Don Bethel of Harrison Central and Melissa Lahne of 
Bellaire, Katie Ellzy of H~rison Central, Monica Curtis of River, Megan Heagney of Shadyside, Cassady 
Jarvis of Edison, Ashlynn Daley of Steubenville Catholic, and coaches Jim DICarlo of Steubenville 
Catholic and Jerry Maglstro of St. John Central. Absent were Marissa DeFallo of Indian Creek, Elise 
Smith of East Llverpool and Paige Geanangel of ln~lan Creek. 
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OVAC Baseball, Softball All.;.Star Teams in action this week 

The Ohio temn which will"~oipete'ln Monday's 9VAC George KovaHck All
Star Gome at Vaccaro Field In Steubenville lnclnde, front row 1 to r, Ty Ramsay 
of Bellalre, Hunter Westlake of Bellaire, Parker Dyson of Bridgeport, BaHey 
McGrath of Bridgeport, Jaden Border of Caldwell, Kyler McEifresh of Caldwell, 
Anstin Horan of Edison, Anstin Kowalski or Harrison Central, Kalub Mitchell 
of Harrlsoµ C~tral and Jimmy Bolyog of Indian. Creek; back row, coach DJ. 
Bntler of Barnesville, Cole Yeater of Indian Creek, Kaleb Balre of Martins Ferry, 
Lncas Uoyd of Martins Ferry, Ryan Busby or St. CJalrsville, Daulton Freeman of 
St. CJalrsvllle, Mike ''Zoke'' Jacob of St. ClalrsviDe, Nick Ivkovlch of Steubenville 
Catholic, Chris Murphy of Steubenville· Catholic, Nate Stewart of Toronto and 
coach John Plolek of Bellaire. Absent wasTravls Wolfe of Stenbenvllle. 

~ ~ ~ 

Photos by-Jllff Harrloon/Tha Dally J-..Onlan 
The West Virginia team which will compete In Monday's OVAC George Kovallck 
All-Star Gome at Vaccaro Field In Stenbenvllle Include, front row l to r, Jesse 
Padlow of Bishop Donabne, Alex Riedel of Bishop donabne, Garrett De Witt 
of Brooke, Marlo Lombardi of Brooke, Colton Coss of Linsly, Dillon Curtin 
of Llnsly and Nick Mazur of Madonna; back row, Kennedy Caln of Paden 
City, Zach Heasley of Paden City, Levi Meadows or Paden City, Josh Wells of 
Parkersburg Sonth, Nate Bakaitls of Wheeling Central and Michael Grove of 
Wheeling Park. Absent were Kurt Latocba of Clay-Battelle,. Tyler Shorter of 
Morgantown, Patrick Reardon of POak Glen, Jeremy Eckles of University, 
Tristan Lncas or University, Logan Powroznik of University, Will Larch of Weir 
and coaches Jamie Conlin of Wheeling Central, Bob Kleeb of Bishop Donahue, 
Mike McLeod, of Wheeling Park and Jason Angle of Weir. 


