
Ohio squads set for OVAC ha~ 

Jeff Harrison/The Dally ~Ian The Ohio squad for thefGeQrge.Kovallck OVAC.,All-Star Baseball Game1slared. Monday at Vaccaro Field in Steubenville includes, front row I to r, Jonathan ' ff Borkoski of Buckeye Local; Chase Hopkins of Buckeye Local; Ryan Johrisoo of Conotton Valley; Nolan Marcos of Edison; Chandler Lang of Fort Frye;Dalton Rotter of Harrison Central and Nick Staten of Harrison Central; back row, :Robert 
Vargo of Martins Ferry; CamerolJJ!l!!\W!l!ILP.f ,Meadowbrook; Eric Dl~~t , River; Ryan Lovette of Shenandoah; Lewis Mitchell of St. ClalrsvlJle; Jnsti Corsi of Steubenville; Bryan Pierro of Steubenville and Jarin Mclt/tosh of Toronto. Absent were Spencer Badia and Nick Patrone of Belhure; Trevor Wilkinson of , Cambridge; and Brenton: COhilielia 1iii6 'Josh Meqiman of Steubenville Cathiillc. - -1 
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QVAC Diamond Stars 

1 ~ • .._:-;." .;.a._;..,11 T~L Photo/RICK THORP 
M d I ht at 6 in the annual OVAC OHIO WILL meet West Virginia on on ay n ~ccaro Field In Steubenville. 

George Kovallck AII-Sta.r Bai5eball ~a"R:~e~li~g from left Heath Hildreth, Pictured is the West Virgin a squa •. od Fr~ler Joh~ Marshall; Trevor 
Brooke; Russell Schwherlf

11
.eged ~r~!:~nc MJrray Lln;ly. Standing, from left, Hardesty, John Mars a , an a Madonna· Valley's Brandon WIii Bowser, Madoncna;tL~caMF~~c;;~0°n•1. and Weir'~ Mitch Vlakley. Not Stoneking; Wheeling en re s a ' d B ce Jones Cameron's pictured are Bishop Don~h~e·s H~n~e;d~~!ch~~uft:•s T0er Barry,' University's Austin Pegg, Oak Glens mcen Zach Wilhoit and Wheeling Park's Travis Renner, Magnolia's ~ra~t C~nJ~~~ce Jackson. n,8 Mountaineers will Matthew Brooks, Grove Cba ve Santh's Matt Null Trinity's Darrell Barnett, be coached by Parkers urg ou • h University's Don Riggleman, and Valley's Jeremy Bouc er. 



OVAC Baseball Stars 

T·L Pt,oto/RICl<THOAP 
OHIO WILL meet West Vlrglnla on Monday night at 6 p.m. in the annual OVAC George Kovalick Ali-Star 
Baseball Game at Vaccaro Field In Steubenville. Pictured is the Ohio squad. Kneeling, from left, Jonathan 
Borkoski, Buckeye Local; Chase Hopkins, Buckeye Local; Ryan Johnson, Conotton Valley; Nolan Marcus, 
Edison; Chandler Lang, Fort Frye; Dalton Rutter, Harrison Central; Nick Staten Harrison Central. 
Standing, from left, Robert Vargo, Martins Ferry; Cameron Summers, Meadowbrook; Erle Dierkes, River; 
Ryan Lovette, Shenandoah; Lewis Mitchell, St. Clairsville; Justin Corsi, Steubenville; Bryan Pierro, 
Steubenville; and Jarfn Mcintosh, Toronto. Not pictured are Bellalre's Spencer Badia and Nick Patrone, 
Cambridge's Trevor Wilklnson, and SteubenvlUe Catholic's Brenton Coliabelia and, Josh Merriman. The 
Buckeyes will be coached by Steubenviile's Fred Heatherington, Steubenville Catholic's Don Young, 
Toronto's Brian Perkins and Union Local's Pee Schmitt. 

' 



Ohio gets past 
West Virginia 
By RICK THORP Valley's Ryan Johnson driving in 
Times Leader Sports Writer · two runs on his base knock. 

Martins Ferry's Robert Vargo, 
STEUBENVILLE - As dark- Bellaire's Nick Patrone and 

ness set on Vaccaro Field on TorQJlto's Jarin McIntosh also 
Monday night, it also did so for plated runs for the Buckeyes, who 
the pref baseball careers of a led by as much as 7-2 after seven 
handfu of the Ohio Valley's ofthenineinningsplayed. 
finest • • It was Vargo who gave the 

Not before they had once last Buckeyes the lead in the opening 
chance to shine, however. frame. 

Ohio scored three runs in the WHh the bases juiced, the 
first inning and never trailed in Purple Riders' standout third
posting a 7-4 triumph against baseman laced a single scoring 
West Virginia in the annual Buckeye Local's Chase Hopkins, 
OVAC George Kovallck All-Star makin!l,.the,score 1-0. On that 
Game. <; same play, ·1111 error in the outfield 

The Buckeyes weren't able to by the centerflelder allowed 
muster an extra-base hit before the Steubenville Catholic's Brenton 
large crowd, but nine Ohio players Colabella to score from second, 
collected singles, with Co1101ton See, OHIO, Page 82 

Tuesday,. 
June 3, 2014 

AT LEFT: 
Ballalra's NI, 
Patrone gall 
hit during 
Monday's 
OVACAII-St 
Gama. 
BELOW: 
River's Eric 
Dierkes thro 
a runner out 
after a strike 
out In Ohio's 
4 victory. 
Additional 
Images may 
found at 
cu.tlmesleac 
on/Ina.com 

Mcleod wins 'Rich Gibson OVAC Baseball Coach of the Year 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor ,. Athletic Conference. 

The conference officially re-. . . . .. . - . 
tournament this weekend in Charleston. 

"Thi_s Is a great hono, 



)hio gets past 
Nest Virginia 
~RICK THORP 
nes Leader Sports Writer 

Valley's Ryan Johnson driving in 
two runs on bis base knock. 

Martins Ferry's Robert Vargo, 
STEUBENVILLE - As dark- Bellaire's Nick Patrone and 
,ss set on Vaccaro Field on Toronto's Jarin McIntosh also 
onday night, it also did so for plated runs for the Buckeyes, who 
e prer baseball careers of a Jed by as much as 7-2 after seven 
mdfu of the Ohio Valley's of the nine innings played. 
1est It was Vargo who gave the 
Not before they had once last Buckeyes the lead in the opening 
1ance to shine, however. franle. 
Ohio scored three runs in the With the bases Juiced, the 
rst inning and never trailed in Purple Riders' standout third
Jsting a 7-4 triumph against baseman laced a single scoring 
'est Virginia in the annual Buckeye Local's Chase Hopkins, 
VAC George Kovalick NJ-Star makin(Lthe,score 1-0. On that 
an,e. ·• < san,e play;l!ll. error in the outfield 
The Buckeyes weren't able to by the centerfielder allowed 

.uster an extra-base hit before the Steubenville Catholic's Brenton 
rge crowd, but nine Ohio players Colabella to score from second, 
illected singles, with· Co1_1otton See, OHIO, Page 82 

AT LEFT: 
Bellalre's Nick 
Patrone gets a 
hit during 
Monday's 
OVAC All-Star 
Game. 
BELOW: 
River's Eric 
Dierkes throws 
a runner out 
after a strike 
out In Ohio's 7-
4 victory. 
Additional 
Images may be 
found at 
cu.timesleader 
onllne.com 

ncLeod wins 'Rich Gibson OVAC Baseball Coach of the Year' 
y SETH STASKEY • 
mes Leader Sports Editor '· 

STEUBENVILLE - Long-time Times 
eader Sports Writer Rich Gibson was a 
IBeballjunkie. • 
No matter if it was the Pirates, Indians, 

VBL, American Legion or high school, 
ibson simply loved the gan,e. 
Gibson passed away last July after Jess 

,an a year-long battle with cancer, but his 
1emory and love for the gan,e will forev
r live on thanks to the Ohio Valley 

Athletic Conference. 
The conference officially re

named its baseball coach of the 
year award as the OV AC Richard 
"Hoot'' Gibson Coach of the Year 
prior to the start of this season. 

The award was presented 
Monday evening during the annu
al George Kovalick OV AC All
Star Classic at Vacarro Field, 
going to Wheeling Park head 
coach Mike McLeod, who has 
directed the Patriots to the state baseball 

tournan,ent this weekend in Charleston. 
"Thi~ is a great honor," 

McLeod said. "Anytime you're 
recognized by your peers and fel
low competitors, it's always nice. 
The OV AC does a Jot of great 
things for our area, our players 
and kids, so anything that's a pos
itive in that regard, I an, all for." 

McLeod has directed the 
Patriots to a 19-6 record thus far 
and they captured Ille Region I 
See, McLEOD, Page 82 



• Mcleod-------
conunued from Pege B 1 

Championship last Friday against Morgantown, 9-6. 
Wheeling Park will now take on Riverside in the Class 

AAA state semifinal. 
After receiving plenty of congratulations over the week

end, Park got back to work on Monday morning with a 
practice and began preparing for Friday's semifinal. 

"We're excited," McLeod said. "We got back to the 
drawing board, the kids were running around and making 
plays (Monday). We're still challenging one another 
because we're not just happy to being going (to 
Charleston). 

This is the Patriots' first trip to the state tournament 
since 1989. 

McLeod, who is arguably the best male athlete to ever 
come out of Wheeling Park, was in middle school the last 
time Park took part in the state tournament. 

"To be able to coach· (and have success) at my alma 
mater makes it even more special," McLeod said. "You 
never know where you're going to end up in life, so I am 
numb a little bit when I think about it. To go full circle 
and be back home and coaching at Park is just special to 
me." 

Park won the OVAC 5A title on Vacarro Field last 
month by soundly defeating Edison in the title game. 

"I consider these types of awards as team things 
because the job is easy to do when you have kids who can 
play," McLeod said. "When you come up with a game
plan, implement it and then have the horses. I think I 
could have won the Derby if I was riding California 
Chrome because the horses make it easy. These kids 
believe in each other." 

Staskey can be reached at 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 

T4 L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
OHIO'S Lewis Mitchell, of St. Clairsville, swings dur
ing Monday,'s George Kovalick OVAC All-Star 
Baseball Game. The Ohio squad prevailed, 7-4. 
Addition.al images may be found al 
cu. timesleaderonline. com 

e Ohio--------
con1Inued from Page B 1 

increasing the advantage to 2-0. 
"It was nice," Vargo said of the all-star experience. 

''This team gained chemislly so fast. We just had fun. 
"We just really clicked and enjoyed playing ball. It was 

nice to get the win and that's how I wanted things to end 
for me." 

Both teams converged for the first time about an hour
and-a-half before first pitch. Vargo said the message he 
and his teammates got from their coaches. was simple -
have fun. 

''I just wanted to come out and put the ball in play and 
see what I could do." 

Edison's Nolan Marcus scored Ohio's final run in the 
first just before Vargo was tagged out trying to sneak into 
third on a Nick Patrone groundout • 

Speaking of Patrone, the Bellaire representative started 
on the mound for the Buckeyes, pitching the first two 
frames. His RBI single in the fifth plated Marcus and gave 
Ohio a 5-2 lead. 

Patrone pitched less than a week after taking the hill for 
the Big Reds against Elgin in a Division III regional semi
final against Elgin at Ohio State. 

"It's really an honor to get to play with all these guys," 
he said. "There's a lot of good players in this game. Not 
everyone gets to play in it. 

"We did pretty well. I was happy to get out with a 
.win." 

Johnson's big hit came in the seventh, scoring River's 
Eric Dierkes and Meadowbrook's Cameron Summers, and 
gave Ohio a 7-2 lead. But the Mountaineers made a run in 
the top of the eighth. 

With two out and Valley's Brandon Stoneking at the 
plate, Oak Glen's Vincent Haddox scored from third on .a 
wild pitch by Summers making the score 7-3. Moments 
later, Stoneking cut the Ohio lead to three when he 
slapped a single that scored University's Travis Renner. 

That's as close as West Virginia got as Steubenville's 
Bryan Pierro relieved Summers and got Magnolia's Jake 
Starkey to ground out to end the inning. 

Bishop Donahue's Hunter Kaschke paced the 
Mountaineers with a single and two RBI, while John 
Marshall's Trevor Hardesty laced two singles. 

Linescore: 
West Virginia 000 020 020 - 4 6 5 
Ohio 300 110 20x - 7 9 0 
W - Stoneking Ip (OK, 1 W), Fuscardo (2) (3K, OW), 

Schwertfeger (4) (1K, 2W), Peroni (5) (1K, 1W), Murray (6) (OK, 
OW), Vlakley (7) (1 K, 3W), Kaschke (8) (1 K, OW) and Renner and 
Cain (5). Kaschke S, 2rbi; Hardesty 2S; Stoneking S, rbl. 

0 - Patrone wp \2K, OW), Mcintosh (3) (OK, 1W), Corsi (4) 
(OK, 1 W), Borkoski (5 (3K, 3W), Marcus (7) (1 K, OW), Summers 
(8) (DK, 2W), Pierro (B) (OK, OW), Lovette (9) (2K, 1 W) and Staten 
and Dierkes (6). Vargo S, rbl; Patrone S, rbl; Johnson S, 2rbl; 
McIntosh S, rbl. 

Thorp can be reached a! 
rthnrn@;itimPsiP.nrlPrnnlinP rnm 



Coach of the Year 
' 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
WHEELING PARK head baseball coach Mike Mcleod was the winner of 
the Inaugural fllchard "Hoot" Gibson OVAC Baseball Coach of. the Year 
award. It was presented Monday evening at the annual George Kovallck 
Ali-Star Baseball Game In Steubenville. See adclltional coverage on 
Pege B1. 
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OHIO 
(Continued from Page 13) 

and his teammates ~ot 
, from their coaches was sun
pie - have fun. 

"I just wanted to come 
out and put the ball in play 
arid see what! could do. ' 

Edison's Nolan Marcus 
scored Ohio's final run in 
the first just before Vargo 
was tagged out trying to 
sneak into third on a Nick 
Patrone iµuundout 

Speaking of Patrone, the 
Bellaire representative start
ed on the mound for the 
Buckeyes, pitching the first 
two frames. His RBI single 
in the fifth plated Marcus 
and gave Ohio a 5-2 leap. 

Patrone pitched less than 
a week after taking the hill 

, for the Big Reds against 
Elgin in a Division III 
regional semifinal against 
Elgin at Ohio State. 

"It's really an honor to 
get to play with all these 
guys," he said. "There's a 
lot of good players in this 

·-~- ., ____ , __ _ 

game. Not everyone gets to 
play in it 

"We did pretty well. I 
was happy to get out with a 
win.,. ' 

Johnson's big hit came in 
the seventh, scoring River's 
Eric Dierkes and Meadow
brook's Cameron Summers, 
and gave Ohio a 7-2 lead. 
But the Mountaineers made 
a run in the top of the 
eighth. 

With two out and Val
ley's Brandon Stoneking at 
the plate, Oak (lien's Vin
cent Haddox scored from 
third on a wild pitch by 
Summers making the scpre 
7-3. Moments later, Stonek
ing cut the Ohio lead to 
three when he slapped a sin
gle that scored lJ'riiversity's 
travis Renner. 

That's as close as West 
Virginia • got as 
Steubenville's Bryan Pierro 
relieved Summers and got 
M11gD01ia's Jake ,Starkey to 
ground out to end the 
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Photo by Seth Staskey Bishop Donahue's Bryce Jones Is congratulated by Magnolia's Jake Starkey after scoring a run for West , Virginia In the the annual OVAC George Kovallck All· 1 Star Game Monday. Ohio won 7-4. J 
inning. • 

Bishop Donahue's 
Hunter Kaschke paced the 
Mountaineers with a single 

and two RBI, while John 
Marshall's Trevor Hardesty 
laced two singles. 
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