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Parkersburg South

uIIs Ot to SIi Lead

Above: John Marshall's Casey Mowder works against St
pound bout Friday night. Craig won by major decision, 10-

Photos by Rick Thorp

eubenville’s Anthony Craig during their 113-
2. Below, Barnesville's Clayton Crosier, left,

locks horns with Weir's Hunter McLaughlin during their 126-pound quarterfinal. Crosier won by fall, 3:21.

Big Red seven back heading into final day

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Steubenville
and Parkersburg South are locked
in a battle for the top spot as the
final day of the 59th annual Ron
Mauck OVAC Wrestling Tourna-
ment dawns.

With championship semifinal
matches beginning at noon, the
two-time defending champion
Patriots hold a 167-160 lead
against Big Red in what has the
makings of a classic finish.

Both teams have 12 wrestlers
alive. with the Patriots having 10 in
the championship semifinals and
Big Red nine,

“They have 12 in and we have
12 in.”" Steubenville coach Mike
Blackburn said following Friday's
action at WesBanco Arena.

“*We just have to come back and
wrestle head-to-head and, hopeful-
ly, we're on the winning end. We'll
take things match by match.

=1 think overall we wrestled
well. Just not well cnough to keep
up with South at this point.™

South and Steubenville traded
the lead all day Friday. But when
the dust settied. the two schools
established themselves as the cream

of the tournament crop.

The Patriots also lead the Class
5-A standings handily on Wheeling
Park. The Ohio County Patriots
have 108.5 points, fourth overall.
Big Red, meanwhile. has a hefty
lead against Oak Glen (86.5) in the
Class 4-A race.

Martins Ferry ieads the Class 3-
A standings with 73 points, while
Caldwell. third overall, has collect-

ed 131 points t¢ lead the combined
Class 2-A/1-A division.

South and Steubenville will
square off once in the semis when
Big Red’s Anthony Craig faces the
Patriots’ Bryce Gainer at 113
pounds.

Also, the two schools could face
each other in the finals. which

Please See SOUTH, Puge 14

Rookies looking to make a name for themselves

WHEELING — It's
not casy to win four
straight OV AC champi-
onships.

It's only happened
seven times. beginning
with the lcgendary Bobby
Douglas.

Four {reshimen remain
alive for the feat heading
into today’s championship
semifinals at the 59th
annual Ron Mauck
OVAC Wrestling Tourna-
ment at WesBanco Arena,

Sure. January of 2015
is a long way off. But, a

Rick Thorp

kid can dream. can’t he?
*1t’s crossed my mind
many a time.”" Wheeling
Park’s Dylan Taylor, one
of the four rookies, said

moments after he defeated

The others are

i

Steubenville’s Devin
Brown (106) and Trent
Mays {152), along with
Parkersburg South’s
Thomas Hall (285).
“They’re not freshmen
anymore,’’ Steubenville
coach Mike Blackburn
said of Brown and Mays.

**They’ve been through

Oak Glen’s Kyle Mack by  the fire already and they
major decision ina 126~ pretiy'much did what we
e pound quarterfinal. expected them to do,
- **But in order to do that ““They both wrestled
i I'll have to train very pretty well.”’
" hard.”’ Duals Not Far Off

No sooner will teams
begin recovering from
this weekend’s tourna-
ment before attention is
turned to the inaugural
OVAC Duals.

Jim Rocchi, who heads
the event, provided an

See THORP, Page 14
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