Bsringing nome
OVAC cheering

» St.C., Linsly, Toronto and Wheeling
Park all maintain status as champs

By MIKE PALMER
Times Leader Staff Writer

WHEELING - The 20th Annual OVAC Cheering
Competition took place Saturday, and for a change from most
local sporting events, the cheerleaders were the ones being
cheered for. Thousands of friends, families and supporters of
the Valley’s cheerleaders packed into WesBanco Arena to
watch as 31 schools from all over the Ohio Valley competed in
four divisions.

When it was all over, it was the same four schools from last
year's competition repeating. The judges selected Toronto in the
single A division, Linsly won the double A trophy, St. L
Clairsville won the triple A division and Wheeling Park won the . .  T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER
four A competition. THE ST. CLAIRSVILLE Red Devil Cheering squad took home its fourth OVAC title in a row for the

Joey Takacs, head coach for the Red Knights cheer squad, aAaA division Saturday night at WesBanco Arena in Wheeling. Members of the championship team
was very excited when it was announced that Toronto had won inelude, in front, from left, Taryne Soukup, Jamie Matkovich, Lauren Gencula, Lauren Holler, Taylor
the Class A trophy, “It is our fourth OVAC trophy and fourth in -y yin"and Alexis Laurine. In back, from left, are Dana Bernard, Kylee Laurine, Andrea Greenwood,
a row, and we are very happy to be here again. Meggan Burnett, Audra Vrotsos, Shalyn Cameron, Claire Slavik, Sarah Zink and Ayla Stewart. To view

additional photos from this event, visit cu.timesleadaroniine.com.

See, CHEER, Page A2
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Having graduated a tal-
ented group of seniors lnst
year it was a nervous
morning tfor the Red
Knights. “We were always
strong with our tumbling
bul aller our seniors lefl we
had Lo restructure,” said
Takacs who has just one
scnior on this year’s squad.

“We shelled together
and we had a lot of girls
step up for us,” the Red
Knights coach added. “We
needed a strong perform-
ance, it was a lough com-
petition and the other
teams gitve us a run for our
money.”

Bellaire St. John Central
would carn runner up in the
single A compelition.

Linsly was also in a tight
ballle for the AA crown,
“The competition was
fierce this yecar,” said
Cadets head coach Megan
Stevens, “1 really had no
idea until the last second
when they announced the
runner-up that we would
win,”

“tt was a special feeling,
really cxciting to win back-
lo-buck; our cheering tcam
has never done that
before.” Stevens added.
“Cur girls have worked
really hard for this, they
persevered and came
through toduy.”

Fourteen-time  past
champion Wheeling
Central was runncr up in
double A, Tollowed by
Shadyside in third and
Monroe Central taking a
fourth place award,

Following the break
Union Local camc out and
gave a strong performunce
that sct the bar high in
class AAA competition,
The division is the largest
in the competilion with 10
teams and the large crowd
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JAMIE MATKOVICH of the St. Clairsville Varsity
Cheerieading squad strikes a pose during the teams
routine at the OVAC Cheerleading competition
Saturday at WesBanco Arena. St. Clairsville took
home its fourth QVAC Cheering title in a row. To
view additional photos from this event, visit

cu.timesieaderontine.com.

of fans was very apprecia-
tive of cach team as they
balttled on the floor Tor the
title.

Martins Ferry linished
fourth and the Jets third in
lhe AAA division before
the announcement that
Magnelia had earned the
cunner up trophy.

St. Clairsville's team
huddled in a tight circle
awaiting the call and began
celebrating as they won the
title for the fourih straight
year and added an 11th
team Lroply lor the Red
Devils.

“Our fourth-peat per-
formance was amazing. It
feels like heaven,” said
Jounnc Verba, head coach
for the St. Clairsville High
School Varsity
Cheerleading Compelition
Team, “IL has been a fabu-
lous year.

“This !5-member squad
knows they have Lo have
the winning attitude and
pul in a strong perform-
ancc on the oor to win in
this strong field,” Verha
expliined. “We kKuew
Magnolia wanted this title
and we worked cextra hard
1o make sure we would
score at least n 10 in every
category.

“Tlhey truly are amaz-
ing, they are kind, bright,
talented and dedicated, and
it is o pleasure to coach
lhese young women,” she

added. "I would like to
thank our school adminis-
tration, parents, chorcogra-
nher for all of their sup-
port, they truly are our
angels.”

Once again the competi-
tion left leams guessing in
4A wilh all the schools
huddled on the floor await-
ing the judges final tally.
When the winner was
announced il should not
have been too much of a
surprise to Whecling Park
as the Patriots claimed a
15th cheering tLitle, “That
is the most titles of any
OVAC (eam,” said Shawna
Shepherd head coach Tor
the Patriots.

“[am very proud of this
ycar's title,” Shepherd
cxpliined. “We have 16
members on our competi-
lion squad and we have
been battling injuries all
season.”

“We competed with only
10 but they put their heart
and soul inte it and brought
home another trophy,”
Shepherd said. “1 have lo
say we have the six best
seniors this year and they
have been inspirational
feaders for us this year.”

John Murshall finished
second in class AAAA,
Indian Creek third and
Buckeye Local fourth.

Palmer can be reached
online  at  mpalwer
@timesleaderontine.com.



cheers
begin
« Championships

on tap Saturday

By MIKE PALMER
Timas Leadsr Staff Writer

CHEERLEADERS FROM
all over the Ohio Valley will
wake up WesBanco Arena
Saturday at the 20th Annual

OVAC Cheering
Competition, where 31
squads will compete.

Libby Shepherd, director
of the event, said she only
hopes bad weather will not be

a factor for this yearly occa- -

sion,

"I hope that the weather
cooperates this year,"
Shepherd said, ’

Doors will open for the
public at 8:30 a.m., but the
event will begin at 9:30 a.m.
with the Class A division, fal-
lowed by Class AA, then
awards. The afternoon ses-
sion, Shepherd said, will start
at approximately 12:45 p.m.
with the Class AAA division,
followed by the Class AAAA
division and finish with
awards.

Shepherd alsd said there
will be performances by the
three winners of the annual
Junior High OVAC.
Performing their winning rou-
tines will be Warwood
Middle School in the small
school division. Bridgestreet
Middle Schoo! in the medium
school division. Triadelphia
Middle School in the large
school division. John
Marshall in the freshman

division and St. Clairsville -

won the championship in the
TV competition but declined
to participate.

Each team will cheer it out
while trying to top the cham-
pions of previous years and
beat old rivals. The defending
champions are Toronto in
Class A, Linsly in Class AA,
St. Clairsville in Class AAA
and Wheeling Park in Class
AAAA.

Shepherd said each squad
is judged based on cheer,
dance and overall impression,

- but only has three minutes to

perform its routines.

"Each team has three min-
utes to incorporate cheer,
dance and tumbling in any
manner ° they choose,”
Shepherd said. "Judges look
for facials, timing, spacing

Sees, OVAC, Page A2

OVAC CHEERING

WHAT: Conference
champlonships.
TEAMS: 31

WHEN: Saturday.
WHERE: WesBanco
Arena. ‘
CLASS A: 9:30 a.m.
CLASS AA: 10a.m.
CLASS AAA: 1 p.m.
CLASS AAAA: 1:30
p.m.

TICKETS: Avaiable at
door. $6 adults, $4 chil-
dren.
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and vse of the floor. This is just & fun day for all the
squads to show their sKills and hard work and perform for
their fans."

The teams competing this year in the Single A the fol-
lowing schools will compete at 9:30 in this order:
Madonna, Paden City, Toronto, St. Johns & Bishop
Donahue.

“As defending champions for the past thyee years, the
pressure is al an all-time high,” said Joey Takacs head
couch for the Red Knights cheer squad.

“We have overcome many struggles this year, which
ultimately has made us a stronger team,” Takacs said.
“We hope to bring the title back to Toronto, which would
be bittersweel.”

[n 2A, staring around 10:00 will be Frot Frye, Linsly,
Steubenville Catholic Central, Wheeling Central,
Bridgeport, Monroe Central, Barnesville, Shenandoah &
Shadyside.

“Ag defending champions, The Linsly School is
extremely enthusiastic [or the upcoming competition,”
said Cadets head coach Megan Stevens. “We look for-
ward to showing all we have to offer this year, as well as
supporting the other teams performing this weekend,”
Stevens added. “Feeling more prepared than ever, we are
ready as a temn for OVAC's.”

Awuards will be presented to A/2A around 11 am. In
the afterncon session beginning at approximately 1:00
will be the 3A competition with Union Local, Tyler,
Odison, Hurrison Central, Onk Glen, Bellaire, Weir,
Magnolia, Martins Ferry & St. Clairsville.

Joanne Verba and Mackenzie Earliwine coach the St
Clairsville High School Varsity Cheerleading
Competition Team.

“The St. Clairsville Red Devil Cheerleaders have been
practicing for months to defend their AAA OVAC cheer-
leading title.  This amazing squad plans to perform, for
those in atlendance this Saturday at the WesBanco Arena,
a four-peat OVAC cheering routine,” Verba said. ‘

“The squad’s routine will catch the attention of specta-
tors and judges alike as soon as the Red Devil
Cheerlenders take the floor. The girls open with full
squad standing tumbling and carefully orchestrated run-
ning tmimbling passcs. The team’s cheer will incorporate a
surprise coabination jump. And their artistic dance is
coniprised off many chadienging level chunges,” the couch
added. ** The Red Devil cheerleaders are true performs
and will enjoy pleasing Lheir audience.”

“This has been a fantostic year for the Red Devil
cheering squad. The team went to an AmeriCheer Cheer
Camp at The Ohio State University this summer and
brought back many trophies, including the trophy of
*Most Admired Team.” This award is won by the vole of
all of the cheerleaders atiending the camp. And our sen-
ior, Jamie Matkavich, was named as an ‘All American
Cheerleader’, Verba continued. “The team went on to win
the first place award at Kennywood Park’s Cheering
Competition in August and the first place trophy at the
Buckeye 8 Cheering Competition in October. Bringing
home another Ist place OVAC trophy to our school will
be, as our cheer states, “Feel Like Heaven.”

The fina! division of the doy will be 4A with the fol-
lowing schools: Indian Creek, Parkersburg South, East
Liverpool, Buckeye Local,
Wheeling Park, John
Marshall & Beaver Local,

ars Awards will be presented

0;’: Lﬁgixzss gﬂj\lowing the conclusion of
“The girls have been
working for a few months

mmercial Propane on their ovac routine. We
an count on. have had several injuries &

\ illnesses that we have to
fe. Right Price, deal with this year, but the
y7-9662 girls who will be compet-

ing on Saturday are very
excited & confident about
ce emwom - — ) their routine,” said Shawna
- Shepherd head coach for

. H the Patriots. “We are going
. AM SI-ZB for our 15th OVAC title
White Vinyl, this Saturday and we would

love for our four seniors to
Douhle-Hung Window go out with a win!"

. The event is open to
Labor INSTALLED! the public. Admission
prices have remained
unchanged and will contin-
ue to be $6 for adults and
$4 for students.

Palmer may be
reached at mpalmer@
timesteaderonline.com

ard St.
arry, OH
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By ART LIMANN
Staff Writer

WHE_ELING‘— The Wheeling
Park High School Cheerleading
Sgund on Saturday claimed ifs
15th 4-A OVAC cheering title
with the fohn Marshall High
School squad taking the runner-
Up spot,

Prior to

performing, Alicia
Bonar, one of Wheeling Park’s
gour Senior ca-captains, said,
Because it will be our 15th, it

is is the
competition,

In the 3-A division, the St.

Clairsville Red Devils squad

20th year for the Th

Park Wins

OvA

-_—
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¢ Wheeling Park Cheerl‘ead,lng Squad performs during the

C Championships Saturday,
place in the 4_'2 DS Saturday Wheellng Park captured first

division, View additional photos gt CH.Itews-regis-

took top honors with Mainolia ter.net
coming in second, The 2- title tral taking second id this wi
. i ! . said th
ggr?ttr Elt]c)cli_l‘irtlsl with Wheeling Libby hepherd, OVAC direc- only follslr“c’{li]\lfigfoﬁe —]-ashg:tm o
Fratm pluring second place. tor of cheering, said more than there will be five yedr
i ¢ loronto squad took first 500 cheerleaders from 31 ' .
place in 1-A with St. Johp Cen- schools took part in event. She PIeaseseePark,PageA?
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Judging was based on

cheer, dance and overal]
impression.
) Ever;,rthing has gone real
smooth,” she said. “We were
a little nervous about the
weather but we lucked-ont
there, Every year the compe-
tition gets” tougher and
tougher. Judges say all
squads have improved, espe-
cially the Ohio squads -
they have really improved,”

Tom Rataiczak, OVAC
executive secretary, agreed.

“The event itself is amaz-
ing,” he said. “These girls
literally put in two seasons
of practice for three minutes
on the floor. This is their
show.”

He continued, “Ten years
4go some squads were

happy to just get out on the ninth, and Harrison Central
floor. They have come up so placed [0th,

far. The level of competition , In the 4-A division Indian
has come up to where it's Creek finished third, Buck-
wide open. Eou have some eye Local took fourth, Park-
real athietes out there, I'm ersburg South {ifth, Beaver
amazed when [ see some of Local sixth, and East Liver-

these girls perform. They are pool seventh.

athletes, It’s fantastic.”

. In the 1-A division Bish-
op Donahue finished third,
Paden City fourth, and
Madonna ﬁt{h In 2-A Mon-
roe Central came in third,
SteublgnviuﬁefCen]tém]dfourth, -
Fort e fifth, Bridgeport

5ixth, J'a{yamesville eigh%h%%d B uv. N G
Shenandoah ninth, . [

In 3-A Union Local took _
third, Martins Ferry fourth,
Weir fifth, Tyler Consolidat-
ed sixth, Bellaire seventh,
Oak Glen eighth, Edison
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