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Photos by Alex Kozlowski 
Top: Toronto's Dustin Coil (1) gets around Weir catcher Mike Buffo, but not before Buffo applied the tag to Coil who was trying to 
score in the fourth inning. Bottom: Union Local's Pee Schmitt turns to throw to first as Weirton Madonna's Matt Ceran slides Into 
second base. bhio defeated West Virginia, 7-4, In the George Kovalick OVAC Ohio/West Virginia All-Star Baseball Game in 
Steubenville. 

Ohio Eighth 
Seals Win 
Leasure's blast hightlights 7-4 victory 

By RICK THORP 
Stoff Writer 

Monroe Central' s Chris Leasure 
blasted a two-run homer and 
Steubenville's Mike Mort and Edi­
son's Corey Keenan also plated runs 
as Ohio topped West Virginia, 7-4, 
at the Geor~e Kovalick OV AC 
Ohio/West VIrginia All-Star Base­
ball Game at Vaccaro Field in 
Steubenville. 

Sure, Ohio boasted plenty of hot 
bats. But the Buckeyes also benefit­
ed from four strong pitching per­
formances, led by Steubenville's 
Tom Brown, who worked the first 
three frames and struck out six and 
walked none. 

It was an all-around performance 
praised by Ohio's coaching staff. 

"The hitting came on, but the 
pitching was unbelievable all 
game," commented Bellaire St. 
John's Donnie Murray, who 
coached the Buckeyes along with 
Indian Creek's Mike Cottis, Martins 
Ferry's Josh Lucas, Frontier's Bob 
McPeek and Harrison Central's 
Mike Saffel. 

There's no exact science to putting 
together a lineup for an all-star 
game. But the Ohio coaches certain­
ly came up with the right combina­
t10n Tuesday evenmg. 

"Coach Cottis put it together nnd 
talked to the players about where 
~L ~•• ••·--- L ~...,.:_ - .J •• _]_ - ~,. - ··- _ . . 1 . . 

But before the Buckeyes started 
their hitting barrage, it was Brown 
who stood tall. 

The Big Red righty looked unstop­
pable during the first three frames, 
including fanning the side in the 
third. 

-Linsly's Gary Sprague, who was 
part of the West Virginia coaching 
staff, said pitching usually wins out 
in all-star games. 

"There's no question about it," he 
said. "We've got some of the best 
pitchers in the OV AC here and a lot 
of the guys have never seen each 
other before." 

Sprague was joined on the West 
Virginia bench by Bishop Don­
ahue's Jason Hanson, Tyler Consol­
idated's Rob Jones and Brooke's 
Ron Ujcich. 

Wheeling Park's Jimmy Estep. 
who worked the first two innings for 
the Mountaineers, wus also impres­
sive. He was relieved by Brooke's 
Matt Taylor in the third. And Taylor 
ran into trouble right away. 

With one on and one out, Harrison 
Central's Dan Milleson reached first 
on an error after the West Virginia 
third baseman bobbled what looked 
like a sure double-play ball. 

With men on first and second, 
Mort walked, loading the bases for 
Keenan. The Wildcat came through 
:_Vith,} ~/n/ll~, .. s~ori,n,g M~ad~II;'-
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Seals Win 
Leasure's blast hightlights 7-4 victory 

Ohio 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

Monroe Central's Chris Leasure 

blasted a two-run homer and 

Steubenville's Mike Mort and Edi­

son's Corey Keenan also plated runs 

as Ohio topped West Virginia, 7-4, 

at the Geori~e Kovalick OV AC 

Ohio/West Vuginia All-Star Base­

ball Game at Vaccaro Field in 

Steubenville. 
Sure, Ohio boasted plenty of hot 

bats. But the Buckeyes also benefit­

ed from four strong pitching per­

formances, led by Steubenville's 

Tom Brown, who worked the first 

three frames and struck out six and 

walked none. 
It was an all-around ~erformance 

praised by Ohio's coaching staff. 

"The hitting came on, but the 

pitching was unbelievable all 

game," commented Bellaire St. 

John's Donnie Murray, who 

coached the Buckeyes along with 

Indian Creek's Mike Collis, Martins 

Ferry's Josh Lucas, Frontier's Bob 

McPeek and Harrison Central's 

Mike Saffel. 
There's no exact science to putting 

together a lineup for an all-star 

game. But the Ohio coaches certain­

ly came up with the right combina­

tion Tuesday evening. 
"Coach Cottis put it together and 

talked to the players about where 

they were batting during the regular 

season," Murray said. "We would 

go power, hitter, hitter and power, 

with the whole idea about getting 

some guys on and then getting 

someone up with power to get them 

in." 
Eight players contributed to Ohio's 

nine-hit outing. 

(Continued from Page 15) 

After Toronto's Dustin Coil 
allowed one hit in the top of 

th_e fourth, Ohio came back 
with two more runs in the bot­
tom of tl1e frame. 

"I hadn't really 
thought about 
this being my 
last game." Coil aided his own cause 

:,-'Ith a double to start off the 
mnmg. 

Brown next lofted a single 
but Coil was tagged out by 
West Virginia catcher Mike 
Buffo at U1e plate. 

With two out, Brown stole 
s~cond and then watched as 
B1_g Red teammate Lee Bain­
bndge walked. 

Both runners advanced a 
short time later on a wild 
pllch. 

A walk by Cambridge's 
Johnny_ Jones loaded the bags. 

H_amson Central's Cody 
Smith responded with a two­
run single to up U1e Ohio lead 
to 4-0. 

Tlie Buckeyes maintained 
the shutout until the top of tlie 
seventh when West Virginia 
platted a pair to trim the 
deficit to 4-Z. 

Gary Sprague 
Linsly coach 

the bottom of the eighth, high­

h~hted by Leasure's shot that 
sailed over the scoreboard in 
left field. 
. Mort_ pr?vided the other RBI 
m the mmng. 

"This was kind of their last 
hurrah before they go to col­
lege," Murray said. "I think 
1t was kind of fun." 
Sprague agreed. 
"It was fun." he said. "It's 

an all-star game and it's 

meant to be fun. Everybody 
got a chance to play and 
showcase their talent. It was a 
great opportunity for them .... 

. Sprag_ue was coaching his 
fmal high school baseball 
game after 33 years at the 
Cadet helm. 

John M~rshaH's Rob Conroy 
led off with a single to center 

followed by another single by 
Monarch teammate Sean 
Edge. 

W_ith Linsly's Coiby Wilson 
batting, M_ort tried to pick off 
Edge at first, but his throw 

went into right field, sending 
the two Monarchs up a base -

We_ir's Jason Gatto rcspo~d­
ed with a two-run single. 

After 488 victories and 13 

OV AC titles - the most 
recent coming last month at 

V ~ccaro - the veteran mentor 
said coaching in an all-star 
contest was a great way to go 
out. 

Con~y and Edge both belted 
two h!ls for the Mountaineers. 

West _Virginia had the bases 
loaded m the top of the eighth 
but were unable to get anyon~ 
h0me. 
. Meanwhile, Ohio powered 
its way to three more runs in 

"I hadn't really thought 
about this berng my lust 

pme,:· he said. "I thought of 
It as Just another baseball 
game, 

','It was enjoyable and I 
enjoyed _every minute of it. 

And I enjoyed being with the 
kids." 

But before the Buckeyes started 

their hitting barrage, it was Brown 

who stood tall. 
The Big Red righty looked unstop­

pable during the first three frames, 

including fanning the side in the 

third. 
Linsly's Gary Sprague, who was 

part of the West Virginia coaching 

staff, said pitching usually wins out 

in all-star games. 
"There's no question about it," he 

said. "We've got some of the best 

pitchers in the OV AC here and a lot 

of the guys have never seen each 

other before." 
Sprague was joined on the West 

Virginia bench by Bishop Don­

ahue's Jason Hanson, Tyler Consol­

idated 's Rob Jones and Brooke's 

Ron Ujcich. 
Wheeling Park's Jimmy Estep, 

who worked the first two innings for 

the Mountaineers, was also impres­

sive. He was relieved by Brooke's 

Matt Taylor in the third. And Taylor 

ran into trouble right away. 
With one on and one out, Harrison 

Central's Dan Milleson reached first 

on an error after the West Virginia 

third baseman bobbled what looked 

like a sure double-play ball. 
With men on fir.st and second, 

Mort walked, loading the bases for 

Keenan. The Wildcat came through 

with a single, scoring Meadow­

brook's Kyle Winland to make it l­

o. 
The bases remained juiced, but not 

for long. Union Local s Pee Schmitt 

reached on a fielder's choice which 

scored Milleson from third to make 

it 2-0. 

Please See OHIO, Page 17 



Ohio stops W.Va., 7-4 
By RICH GIBSON 
Tlmes Leader Sports Writer 

Ohio turned back West Virginia by a 7-4 
count to capture the annual George Kovalik 
OV AC All-Star Game Tuesday evening at 
Steubenville's Vaccaro Field. 

Four Buckeye pitchers teamed to record 16 
strikeouts. Additionally, Ohio's defense 
proved pivotal. 

''Two state rivals going at each other in a 
good hard-fought battle. That's what all-star 
games are supposed to be about," exclaimed 
Indian Creek's Mike Collis, one of five coach­
es in the Buckeyes' dugout 

"We got some key hits made some key 
i pitches at the right time. A lot of different 

players contributed." 
Ohio's mound corps included Tom Brown 

(Steubenville). Dustin Coil (Toronto), Adam 
Waiter (Indian Creek) and Cody Smith 
(Harrison Central). 

Although outhit, I 0-9, the Buckeyes bene­
fitted from a two-run eighth-Inning round-trip­
per off the bat of Monroe Central's Chris 
Leasure. 

,Headed to Shawnee State' College in 
Portsmouth to continue his baseball career, 
Leasure crushed a delivery from Cameron's 
Brandon Rush over the scoreboard in left field, 
elevating the Buckeyes' lead to 6-2 in the 
eighth. 

Later in the frame, Steubenville Big Red 
catcher Mike Mort clouted a sacrifice fly for a 
7-2 lighting. 

West Virginia rallied to score twice in its 
final at-bat. John Marshail's Sean Edge singled 
home' a pair before the Huskies' Smith regis­
tered a game-ending strikeout. 

One inning earlier, Smith faced a two-out, 
bases-loaded jam. But the southpaw fanned 
Brooke's Matt Taylor to end the threat 

Ohio took a 2-0 lead in the last of the third 
when Meadowbrook's Kyle Winland walked 
and advanced as Harrison's Dan Milleson 
reached on the Mountaineers' lone error of the 
encounter. 

Edison's Corey Keenan scored Winland 
with a base knock and Milleson tallied on a 
fielder's choice off the bat of Union Local's 
Pee Schmitt 

It became a four-run Ohio, lead in the 
fourth. Coil clubbed a leadoff double but was 
out trying to score after Big Red's Brown belt­
ed a single to left 

John Marshall's Cody Hartley came up 
throwing, cutting down Coil at the plate as 
Weir catcher Mike Buffo applied the tag. 

See, OVAC, Page 82 

Photo/ALEX KOZLOWSKI 
UNSLY outfielder Tyler Jividen races in to make a catch of ,a fly ball 
during Tuesday's annual OVAC All-Star Baseball Classic at Vaccaro , 
Field In Steubenville. Ohio won the game 7-4. 
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Walks issued to Big Red's Lee Bainbridge and Cambrid~e•s 
Johnny Jones preceded a two-run single off the bat of Hamson 
Central's Smith. . . . • d fl I 

Following six scorele~s frames, West V1rgmia cuts its e ct 
in half, posting two runs m the top of~ seventh. 

Weir's Jason Gatto lined a two-run smgle to left, plating Edge 
and Linsly's Tyler Jividen. . 

The 4-2 count remained until Leasure connected 10 the 
Bucks' eighth frame. . 

Mountaineer moundmen Jim Estep (Wheehng Park), Matt 
Taylor (Brooke), Cody W\nters. (Oak Gl~n) and Brandon Rush 
(Cameron) combined for six strikeouts, eight walks and two hit 

batsmen. • d bl i d Defensively, Ohio turned a sixth-inmng ou e Pay an 
nailed a West Virginia runner at the plate on a throw from 
Keenan in left field to Mort . . 

Several special awards were p~sentcd dunng mtervals. 
Linsly's Gary Sprague, coachmg his final_ prel? game follow­

ing 33 years, 13 OVAC crowns and 488 v1ctones, was recog-

nized. d 'd ) p Retired coaching greats Jim Bittengle (Sha ys1 e , erry 
West (Brooke) and Dan Finnell (Wellsburg) were honored as 
well as three current mentors who have smyassed I 00 c~r 
wins including Shadyside's Gary Cunnrngham, Hamson 
Ceotral's Mike Saffell, and Cameron's Eric James. 

W. Va. 000 000 202 - 410 1 
Ohio 002 200 03x - 7 9 1 
BATTERIES: Estep, Taylor (3), Winters (5i, Rush (7) and Buffo, 

Jividen (5). Brown, Coll (4), Walter (6), Smith (8) and Mort. . 
Gibson can be reached at rgibson@t/mesleaderon/,ne.com 



O.VAC Sets All-Star Baseball Rosters 
• 

Rosters have been announced for the annua I 

OVAC George Kovalick Ohio/West Virginia 

Baseball All-Star Classic, which is set for 6 

p.m. Tuesday at Vaccaro Field in Steubenville. 

The game pits the top senior baseball players 

from Ohio against their West Vir~inia counter­

parts and is scheduled for nine inmngs. 
Martins Ferry's Josh Lucas, Frontier's Rob 

McPeek, Bellaire St. John Central's Donnie 

Murray and Mike Cottls of Indian Creek have 

been chosen to coach the Ohio stars. 
Linsly's Gary Sprague, Bishop Donahue's 

Jason Hanson, Tyler Consolidated's Robert 

Jones and Ron UJcich of Brooke will call the 

shots for West Virginia. 
The OV AC Baseball Committee will also be 

making some special presentations. 
The players of the year in each division will be 

honored. 
They are: Class AAAA: Lee Bainbrid$e, 

Steubenville; Class AAA: Tim Ohalek, Indian 

Creek; Class AA: Travis Miller, Toronto; Class 

A: Michael Meintel, Shadyside. 
Also to be honored is 2006 OV AC Baseball 

Coach of the Year Brian Perkins of Toronto. 

The committee also plans to recognize three 

former coaches for their service to the sport. 

They are: Dan Finnell of Wellsburg High 

School; Jim Bittengle of Shadyside High· 

School and Perry West of Brooke High School. 

, In addition, three current coaches will be hon­

ored for having surpassed the I 00-win mile­

stone this spring. They are: Gary Cunningham. 

Shadyside; Mike Saffell, Harrison Central and 

E..ic James, Cameron. 
Players and coaches ure to report to Vaccaro 

Field at 4:45 p.m. Introductions will start at 

5:45 p.m. with the first pitch set for 6 p.m. 
Admission prices ure $5 for adults and $3 for 

students. • 

OHIO 
Coach .. 

Joah Lucas, Mertins Ferry; Rob McPeek, Frontier; Don Mur­

ray, St. John Central; Michael Cortis, lndlan Creek 
Pl11y11ra 

Catchers 
Mike Mort. StautHinvllla; Mike Freshwater, Toronto 

Arst:Bne 

Chris Leasure, Monroe Central; Johnny Jones, Cambridge 
Second Bue 

Casey Orndorff, A Iver; Josh Waggle, St, Clairsville 
Shortstop 

Pac Schmitt, Union local; Dan Milleson, Harrison Central 
ThkdBue 

lee Balnbrldge, Steubenvllle; Kyla Winland, Meadowbrook 

Outflelden 

Jordan Turner, Monroe Central; Jake Stone, Toronto; Greg 

Ashmeed, Staub. Centro!II; Corey Keenan, l:dison; Corey 

Doughty, Bridgeport 
Pltcher11 

Cody Smith, Harri11on Central; Adam Walter, Indian Creek; 

Dustin Coil, Toronto; Tom Brown, Steubenvme 

••• 
WEST VIRGINIA 

Coachtls 
Gary Sprague, llnsly; Jason Hanson, Bishop Donahue; 

Robert Jones, Tyler Conso1ldate<l; Ron Ujcich, Brooke 
Catchers 

Corby Wilson, Unsly; Mike Buffo, Weir 
First Base 

Cory Hardman, Magnolia; Rudy Nagy, Weir 
Second Bue 

Brandon Rush, Cameron 
Shorutop 

Cody Wlnters, Oak Glen; Jason Gatto, Weir; Brandon Carroll, 

Megnolla 
Third Base 

Rob Conroy, John Marshall 
Outfleldara 

Tyler Jividen, Unsly; Joe Risden, Bishop Donahue; Matt 

Ceran, Weir; Sean Edge, John Marshell; Cody Hartley, John 

Marshall 
Pitcher11 

Jim Estep, WhaaUng Perk; Matt Taylor, Brooke; Bob Kovalik, 

Madonna 

OVAC All-Star Baseball Roster • 

OHIO ROSTE11 
c-Mike Mort·S!oob&milte 
c-Mike freshwalflr-Toronto 
1b-Chri$ Leasure-Monroe Central 
1b-Jo/w,y.lJ<'Os:Cambroge 
2b-Casey Orndorlf-Arier 
21>-Jos11 wero1e-s1 etarsw• 
SS·Pec &hmiit-Union Local 
SS·Dan Miileson-Hamsa') Cenlral 
3b-t.e B-·Sto.tenvdo 
3!J.l(yle ~--Me­
ol•Jordan Tumer•Monroe Central 
of.Jala Ston1r Toronto 
ol-0,.,, -·Staub. Central 
offuey Keenan-Ernson 
ol-Corey Dali{l,fy·&dgepoo 
p-0xt,r Smilh·Harrisol'I Central 
p-Adam WaJlar.lridian Creek 
p-DusUn Ccil-Toronto 
pTom Brown S1:et!benville 
Coaches: 
Josh l.ucas~s Ferry 
Rob McPaek·Frort!ier 
[);)n Murray•St. john 
Mdlael Co!!Js·lrdan Q-eek 

WV ROSTER 
C·Corby ~""1·LJnsfy 
c-Mlka Bufb.Walrton 
1M:o!y-Magooia 
11>-Audy Nam'•Walr1Dn 
2b-Brandor\ l1ush-Camerori 
S'.i-Cody ~1ers-Oak G!en 
ss·Jason 9,at10-Weirtori 

ss.Brandon Carroll•~ia 
Jb·Rob Conrov•John Marshal 
ol-Tyter Jividen-L>lley 
,,.,,. Ai-rusoop Donarnie 
ol·Matt Garan-Weirton 
ol·Sean Edge-Jotm Marahall 
ol-Cody Hartlay-Jolm MarshaU 
p-Jim t5tep-~ Parll 
p--Mat1 Tayb,.Srooka 
p.eob Kovalik-Madonna 

COACHES: 
Gary Spragu•LJnsfy 
Jason Hanson,Brstmo Donahue 
Robert Jooos•Tylef C<msol1daled 
Roo U)C!ch·Brooke 

Players ol Iha year to ba honored: 
A Mdiael Memta-Shad,wi 
AA TraviSM1tler-Toronto 
MA llm Ohalek • !nchan Creek 
MM Loo Bainbridge· St-

Brian Pel'kiris COACH Of TifE YEAR: 

FORUER COACHES TO BE HONORED· 

Dan Rmea • Weflsbtrrjh H! • 
JfmBit!engkt-Shaeysx!eH 
Perry Wes1-Follaosbeefat a 

COACHES ACHIEVEMENT AWARD· 
Gary Ct.<MJham. Shadysoa . • 
t.lilreSattell•HamsooCor1lr.JJ 
Erle James• Camaron 


