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Photos by Alex Kozlowski

Top: Toronto’s Dustin Coil (1) gets around Weir catcher Mike Buffo, but not before Buffo applied the tag to Coil who was tryin? to
score in the fourth inning. Bottom: Union Local's Pec Schmitt turns to throw to first as Weirton Madonna's Matt Ceran slides into
second base. Ohio defeated West Virginia, 7-4, in the George Kovalick OVAC Ohio/West Virginia All-Star Baseball Game in

Steubenville.

Seals

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer
Monroe Central’s Chris Leasure

blasted a two-run homer and
Steubenville’s Mike Mort and Edi-
son’s Corey Keenan also plated runs
as Ohio topped West Virginia, 7-4,
iat the George Kovalick OVAC
Ohio/West Virginia All-Star Base-
ball Game at Vaccaro Field in
Steubenville.

Sure, Ohio boasted plenty of hot
bats. But the Buckeyes also benefit-
ed from four strong pitching per-
formances, led by Steubenville’s
Tom Brown, who worked the first
three frames and struck out six and
walked none,

It was an all-around performance
praised b% Ohio’s coaching staff.

“*The hitting came on, but the
pitching was unbelievable all
%ame.“ commented Bellaire St.

ohn’s Donnie Murray, who
coached the Buckeyes along with
Indian Creek’s Mike Cottis, Martins
Ferry’s Josh Lucas, Frontier's Bob
McPeek and Harrison Central’s
Mike Saffel.

There's no exact science to putting
together a lineup for an all-star

ame. But the Chio coaches certain-

came up with the right combina-
tion Tuesday evening,

**Coach Cottis put it together and
talked to the players about where

iy
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Ohio Eighth

Win

Leasure’s blast hightlights 7-4 victory

But before the Buckeyes started
their hitting barrage, it was Brown
who stood tall.

The Big Red righty looked unstop-

able during the first three frames,
including fanning the side in the
third.

Linsly’s Gary Sprague, who was
part of the West Virginia couching
staff, said pitching usually wins out
in all-star games.

**There’s no question about it,"” he
said, “*We've got some of the best
pitchers in the OVAC here and a lot
of the guys have never seen each
other before.””

Sprague was joined on the West
Virginia bench by Bishop Don-
ahue's Jason Hanson, Tyler Consol-
idated’s Rob Jones and Brooke's
Ron Uijeich. ‘

Wheeling Park’s Jimmy Estep,
who worked the first two innings for
the Mountaineers, was also impres-
sive. He was relieved by Brooke's
Matt Taylor in the third. And Taylor
ran into trouble right away.,

With one on and one out, Harrison
Central’s Dan Milleson reached first
on an error after the West Virginia
third baseman bobbled what looked
like a sure double-play ball,

With men on first and second,
Mort walked, loading the bases for
Keenan. The Wildcat came through
with a single, scoring Meadow-
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By RICK THORP
Staff Writer
Monroe Central’s Chris Leasure
blasted 2 two-run homer and
Steubenville’s Mike Mort and Edi-
son’s Corey Keenan also plated runs
as Ohio topped West Virginia, 7-4,
al the George Kovalick OVAC

ball Game at Vaccaro Field in
Steubenville.

Sure, Ohio boasted plenty of hot
pats. But the Buckeyes also benefit-
ed from four strong pitching per-
formances, led by Steubenville's
Tom Brown, who worked the first
three frames and struck out six and
walked none.

1t was an all-around performance
praised by Ohio’s coaching staff.

““The hiiting came on, but the
pitching was unbelievable all

ame,'* commented Bellaire St.

ohn’s Donnie Murray, who
coached the Buckeyes along with
Indian Creek’s Mike Cottis, Martins
Ferry’s Josh Lucas, Frontier's Bob
McPeck and Harrison Central’s
Mike Saffel.

There's no exact science (o puiting
together a lineup for an all-star
game. But the Ohio coaches certain-
Ty came up with the right combina-
tton Tuesday evening.

~ +Coach Cottis put it together and

talked to the players about where
they were hatting during the regular
season,”’ Murray said, *‘We would
go power, hitter, hitter and power,
with the whole idea about getting
some guys on and then getting
someone up with power to get them

in.
Eight players contributed to Ohio's
nine-hit outing. .

-
Ohio
(Continued from Page 15)

After Toronto’s Dustin Cotl
allowed one hit in the top of
the fourth, Ohio came back
with two more runs in the boi-
tom of the frame.

Coil aided his own cause
with a double to start off the
inning.

Brown next lofled a single,
but Coil was tagged out by
West Virginia catcher Mike
Buffo at the plate.

With two out, Brown stole
second and then watched as
Big Red teammate Lee Bain-
bridge walked.

Both runners advanced a
short time later on a wild
pitch.

A walk by Cambridge’s
Johnny Jones loaded the bags,

Harrison Central's Cody
fumltl} r?sponded with a two-

n single to u io le:
ru 4_.0-3 p the Ohio lead

The Buckeyes maintained
the shutout until the top of the
sriv?tntg when West Virginia
platted a pair to tri
deficit to 4—%. tm the
John Marshall’s Rob Conroy
led off with a single to center,
followed by another single by
Monarch teammate Sean
Eil{’ge'

ith Linsly's Corby Wilson

batting, Mort tried toypick off
Edge at first, but his throw
went into right field, sending
the two Monarchs up a base.
Weir’s Iason Guatto respond-
ed with a two-run single.
Conroy and Edge both belted
two hits for the Mountaineers.
West Virginia had the bases
loaded in the top of the eighth,
but were unable 1o gel anyone
home.
~ Meanwhile, Ohio powered
its way to three more runs in

“I'hadn’t really

thought about

this being my
last game.”
Gary Sprague
Linsly coach

the bottom of the eighth, high-

Ltd%i]lt(éd by Ltehasurc'% shot that

sailed over the scorebourd i

left field. bourd in

_Mort provided the other RBI

in the inning.

**This was kind of their last
hurrah before they go to col-
lege,”” Murray said. *‘I think
it was kind of fun,”

Sprague agreed.

*It was fun.”” he said. “‘It’s
ap” ali-star game and it's
meant to be fun. Everybody
got a chance to play and
showcase their talent, It was a
great opportunity for them.”” -
Sprague was coaching his
g;wl hlf%h s%:%mol baseball

me after 33 years
C?{IF[ arter years at the

ter 488 victories and
OVAC titles — the mo]s?;
recent coming last month at
Vaccaro — the veteran mentor
said coaching in an all-star
contest was a great way to go
out.

**1 hadn’t really thou
about this bf:ingy my l%l;:
game,’” he said. **I thought of
it as just another baseball
game. 3

‘It was enjoyable and 1
enjoyed every minute of it.
RAIH(S‘:‘ I'enjoyed being with the

Ohio/West Virginia All-Star Base- - p

Seals Win

| easure’s blast hightlights 7-4 victory

But before the Buckeyes started
their hitting barrage, it was Brown
who stood tall.

The Big Red righty looked unstop-

able during the first three frames,

ncluding fanning the side in the
third.
Linsly's Gary Sprague, who wis
arl of the West Virginia couching
staff, said pitching usually wins out
in all-star games.

““There’s no question about it,”” he
said. **We've got some of the best
pitchers in the OVAC here and a lot
of the guys have never seen each
other before.”

Sprague was ioined on the West
virginia bench by Bishop Don-
ahue’s Jason Hanson, Tyler Consol-
idated's Rob Jones and Brooke’s
Ron Ujcich. ‘

Wheeling Park’s Jimmy Estep,
who worked the first two innings for
the Mountaineers, was also impres-
sive. He was relieved by Brooke’s
Matt Taylor in the third. And Taylor
ran into trouble right away.

With one on and one out, Harrison
Central’s Dan Milleson reached first
on an error after the West Virginia

third baseman bobbled what looked
like a sure double-play ball.

With men on first and second,
Mort walked, loading the bases for
Keenan. The Wildcai came through
with a single, scoring Meadow-
brook’s Kyle Winland to make it 1-
G

The bases remained juiced, but not
for long. Union Local's Pec Schmitt
reached on a fielder’s choice which
scored Milleson from third to make
it 2-0.

Please See OHIO, Page 17




Ohio stops W.

By RICH GIBSON
Times Leadar Sports Wriler

Ohio turned back West Virginia by a 7-4
count to capture the annnal George Kovalik
OVAC All-Star Game Tuesday evening at
Steubenville's Vaccaro Field.

Four Buckeye pitchers teamed to record 16
strikeouts. Additionally, Ohio's defense
proved pivotal,

“Two state rivals going at each other in a
good hard-fought battie. That's what all-star
games are supposed to be about,” exclaimed
Indian Creek's Mike Cottis, one of five coach-
es in the Buckeyes’ dugout.

“We got some key hits made some Key
pitches at the right time. A lot of different
players contributed.”

Ohio's mound corps included Tom Brown
{Steubenville), Dustin Coil {Toronto), Adam
Walter (Indian Creek) and Cody Smith
{Harrison Central).

Although outhit, 10-3, the Buckeyes bene-
fitted from a two-run eighth-inning round-trip-
per off the bat of Monroe Central’s Chris
Leasure,

.Headed to Shawnee State College in
Portsmouth to continue his baseball career,
Leasure crushed a delivery from Cameron’s
Brandon Rush over the scoreboard in left field,
elevating the Buckeyes” lead to 6-2 in the
eighth. '

Later in the frame, Steubenville Big Red
catcher Mike Mort clouted a sacrifice fly for a
7-2 lighting.

West Virginia rallied to score twice in its
final at-bat. John Marshall’s Sean Edge singled
home a pair before the Huoskies' Smith regis-
tered a pame-ending strikeout.

One inning earlier, Smith faced a two-out,
bases-loaded jam, But the southpaw fanned
Brooke's Matt Taylor to end the threat.

Ohio took a 2-0 lead in the ast of the third
when Meadowbrook’s Kyle Winland walked
and advanced as Harrison's Dan Milleson
reached on the Mountaineers’ lone error of the
encounter.

Edison’s Corey Keenan scored Winland
with a base knock and Milleson tallied on a
fielder's choice off the bat of Union Local’s
Pec Schmitt.

It became a four-run Ohio.lead in the
fourth. Coil clubbed a leadoff double but was
out trying to score afier Big Red's Brown belt-
ed a single to left. ]

John Marshall’s Cody Hartley came up
throwing, cutting down Cail at the plate as
Weir catcher Mike Buffo applied the tag.

See, OVAC, Page B2
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LINSLY outfielder Tyler Jividen races in to make a catch of .a fly ball
during Tuesday's annual OVAC All-Star Baseball Classic at Vaccaro .

Field in Steubenville. Ohio won the game 7-4.
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Walks issued to Big Red’s Lee Bainbridgc and Cambridge's
Johnny Jones LEr::c:edf:cl a two-run single off the bat of Harrison

Central’s Smi

Following six scoreless frames, West Virgilgli]a cuts its deficit
in half, posting two runs in the top of the seventh.
" t{VeirEg Jasgn Gatto lined a two-run single to left, plating Edge

and Linsly’s Tyler Jividen. .
The 4{'2 cgunt remained until Leasure connected in the

Bucks' eighth frame.

Mountaineer moundmen Jim Estep (Wheeling Park), Matt

Taylor (Brooke), Cody

Winters (Oak Glen) and Brandon Rush

(Cameron) combined for six strikeouts, eight walks and two hit

batsmen.
Defensively,

nailed a West Virginia runner at the

Ohio turned a sixth-inning double play and

plate on a throw from

Keenan in left field to Mort, o
Several special awards were presented during intervals.
Linsly's Gary Sprague, coaching his final prep game follow-

ing 33 years, 13 OVAC crowns and 488 victories, was recog-

nized.

Retired coaching greats Jim Bittengle {Shadyside), Perry
West (Brooke) and Dan

Finnell (Wellsburg) were honored as

well as three current mentors who have su;passed 100 career
wins, including Shadyside’s Gary annmgham. Harrison
Central’s Mike Saffell, and (;Jameron‘s Eric James.

W. Va. 00O DOO 202
Ohlo 002 200 03x -
BATTERIES: Estep,

Jividen {5). Brown, Coil (4},

410

g1

7
T%Ior (), Winters (6), Rush (7) and Bufto,

alter (6), Smith (8) end Mort.

Gibson can be reached at rgibson@rimesleaderonline.com




OVAC Sets All-Sta

Rosters have been announced for the annual

r Baseball Rosters

Field at 4:45 p.m, Introductions will sturt at
5:45 p.m, with the first itch set for 6 p.m.

OVAC George Kovalick Ohio/West Virginia
Baseball All-Star Classic, which is set lor 6
p.m. Tuesday at Vaccaro Field in Steubenville.

‘Admission prices are $5 for adults and $3 for
students. '

The game pits the top senior baseball players
from Ohio against their West Virginia counter- OHIO

parts and is scheduled for ning innings.

s
Josh Lucas, Martins Farry; Hob McPeek, Frontier; Don Mur-

Martins Ferry’s Josh Lucas, Frontier's ROD  ray, St. John Central; Michag] Cottis, Indian Creak

Players

McPeek, Bellaire St. John Central's Donnie oty
Murray and Mike Codttis of Indian Creek have  Mike Mort, Staubanville; I'\;F!'Ika E:Iaahwatar, Toromnto
ret

been chosen to coach the Ohio stars.
Linsly's Gary Sprague, Bishop Donahue’s
Jason Hanson, Tyler Consolidated’s Robert

0
Chris Laasura, Manrog Cantral; Johnoy Jonas, Cambridge
[

cond Base
Casay Omdorff, Rivar; Jneg;‘Waggle. St, Clalrsville

. i ortst:
Jones and Ron U_]ClCh of Brooke will call the pac Schmitt, Union anal%%;g Micrresun, Harrison Central

shots for West Virginia.

The OVAC Baseball Committee will also be

making some s?ecial presentations. )
the year in each division will be  paugity, Bridgeport

The players o
honored.

Basn
Lee Bainbridga, Stevhanville; Kyla Winland, Meadowbrook
Outfinid

TS
Jordan Turner, Monroa Cantral; Jake Stonae, Toromao; Greg
Ashmasd, Steub. Central; Carey Kaenan, Edison; Corey

Pitchars
Cody Smith, Harrigon Cantral: Adam Walter, Indian Crask;

ThEy are: Class AAAA: Lee Bamb”dge' Bustin Coil, Toranta; Tom Brown, Steubanvilia

Steubenville; Class AAA: Tim Ohalek, Indian

LILIL]
WEST VIRGINIA

Creek; Class AA: Travis Miller, Toronto; Class ARy

A: Michael Meintel, Shadyside.

Gary Sprague, Linsly; Jason Hanson, Bishop Donahup,‘

Also to be honored is 2006 OVAC Baseball Rabart Jones, Tyler Cunanli&i;ateﬁ;ﬁon Ujcich, Brooke

Coach of the Year Brian Perkins of Toronto.

tehers
Corby Witson, Linsly; Mika Butio, Wair
First B

i : : i ane
The commiitiee also plans {0 TECOLNIZE three Cory Hardman, tagrotss e v, Wair
aco

former coaches for their service to the sport.
They are: Dan Finnell of Wellsburg High - Brandon Rush, Cameron
School; Jim Bittengle of Shadys Shortsto

" . . o
ide ngh Cody Yinters, Oak Glen; Jaso

nd Base

-
 Gatlo, Welr; Brandan Carrall,

School and Perry West of Brooke High School.  Maanelia Third B
s 3 asa
. In addition, three current coaches will be hon- oy conroy, John Marshall
ored for having surpassed the 100-win mile- Outfieldara
Tyler Jividen, Linsly: Jog Risdan, Bishop Donahusa; Matt

stone this spring. The[y are: Gary Cunningham
; : : v Coren. Weir; Sean Edga, John Marshall; Cody Hartlay, Jokn
Shadyside: Mike Saffell, Harrison Central and Caran, Welr; Sean Edga, John Marsial &0 y Harvay. <o

Eric James, Cameron.

Players and coaches are to repo

QVAC All-Star Baseball Roster

Pitchers
Jim Estap, Wheating Park; Matt Tavlor, Brooks; Bab Kovalik,

i to Vaccaro Madonna

OHIO ROSTER i
c-Mike Mort-Steubsrville %Mn% ‘R
c-Mike frestmaler-Toronlo of-Tyler Jividen-Linkey
}b—C?ms Leastre-honroa Gentral of-Jos Risdan-Bishap Donatue
mb-.brww dm—cmdgeq ol-Watl Ceran-Wairlon
a*‘q -River ol-Sean Edge-John Marshall
Zb-Josh Waggle-5t. Clairsvila of- H -Jann Warshall
s5-Pec Schmitt-Union |oca! p-lim g Park
ss-Dan Mileson-Harrison Canlral p-Mafi Taykor-Brooke
m&-&.&a B Steubomalie p-Bob Kovalk-Madonna
yie Winland-Maatowirook COACHES:
otaran TometHoroa Cerel Gary Sarague-Lnsly '
31 SmTurogum cent Jason Hanson-Bishop Donahue
o Ashmead.- S ral RAaber Jones-Tyler Consolidated
of-Coray Kesnar-Edison Ren Ujcich-Brooke
;ECody Smith HZnsn Central
- n Centr, .
p-Adam Waliar Inan Creek e ﬁﬁg.ﬁﬁd‘
p-TDusUn Cai-Toronky AA  Travia Mibler - Teronto
guir:hgsn::rwn Steubenvills %ﬂm Ohaek - inkian Creek
e o
'aek-Frontier
Don My S Bian Peckins COACH OF THE YEAR:
Michael Cottls-Ingian Creek
WV ROSTER FORMER COACHES TO BE HONDRED:
o-Corby Wison-Linsly Dan Finnal - Welsturgh Hi D B HONGRED:
gme Butk-Welron Jim Bittengla - Shadyside H
5 e e P AGHES ACHEVEA
2B ush-Cameron ; T WARD:
s oty s O Vi ol amson cepra.

=5-Jason gatic-Weirion

Eric Jamas - Camaron




