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[2002 OVAC Wrestling Tournament Results

TEAM SCORING:
OVERALL -- Qak Glen, 209.5;
Beaver Local, 208; John
Marshall, 203.5; Martinsg Ferry,
201; Harrison Ceniral, 151.5;
Brocke, 127; Shadyside, 124,
Buckeye Local 118,

4-p — Beaver Local 206; John
Marshall, Brooka, Buckaye
Local; East Livberpool, 88.

3-A -- Qak Glen 209.5; Martins
Ferry, 201; Harrison Central,
151.5; Indian Creek, 99;
Bamesvllle 90.

#2-A - Shadyslde 124; Monroe
Central, 90.5; Wel[svilla, 56;
River, 52; Staubenville Cantral,

39.5.
¢1-A -- Cameron, 107.5; St
John Central, 58; Beallsville,

36.5; Welrton Madonna. 285
Llnsly, 10.

CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS

103 — Clay Tucker (MF) dec.

John Howard (JM), 14-3.

112 -- Lucas Huffman (Riv)
11-8

dec. Josh Hoover (Beav),
119 — John Tlameg M
Adam Kennedy (WP)

125 - Josh Johnston (IC) dec.

Bubba LaRew (Beallse, 9-3.

“130 — David Tiermney (MF} dec.

Jared Hoppel {Beaver), 6-3.

135 — Billy Barrath (St.C} dec.
Garrett Six (OG}, 3-2.

140 — Phil Bliss éBrooke) dec.
Jesse [rwin (Shady), 7-5
145 — Christopher Wilson (MC)
dec. Matt Wharton (OG), 5-2.
152 — Darek George (JM} dec.
Darek Roth (MF)

160 — David Banollno (BL) won

" by forfelt.

171 -- Derrick Stickies (0OG)

ﬁtec Jordan Williams (Beaver),
-0

189 -- Chris Taylor (JM) dec.

Jordan Willlams (Beaver), 3-1.

215 - Adam Hoppel (Beaver)

dee. Vince Mangons (Welr), 4-

3

275 — Jesse Wells (Shen} dec.
Tony Carrothers (HC), 2-1.
THIRD-FOURTH

103 — Anthony Valles (WM)
dec. Justin Gonaau (0G), 8-3.

2:12.

140 -- Steve Flowers (OG) dec.
Kellen Hughss (iC), 4-0.

145 — Jeremy Shaw (Beaver)
dec. Brock Bowman (BL), 6-4.
152 - Tucker Brown (Cam)
dec. Chad Sn gder (TC), 4-2.
160 — Derek Sefsick (HC) daec,
Chad Barker (Barmnes), 104.

FIFTH-SIXTH

103 -- Luke Hoppell (Beav)
pinned Jordan Seidler (MC),
2:18.

112 -- Ben Cain (Meadow)
pinned Chris Troyan (MF), 2:38
119 -~ Scoit Campbell ﬂHC)
dec. Jonathan McFarland
(Brk), 11-6.
125 -
Barnes) dec.
MF), 4-0.
130 — Shawn Fullerton (Cam)
cziec Jason Lucas (Bames), 4-

Jarrod Anderson
Mike Jones

dec. Cory Smith (MF), 3-1.

140 -- Chris Case (SJC) dec.
Jason Peddicord (Barnes), 2-1.
145 - Jeremy Cowan (EL) dec.
Bobby Samsa (Shady), 1-1, OT
criterla.

152 — Luke Burkhardt {Shady)
dec. Ryan Tacosik (UL), 3-1.

135 — Ryan Ferguson (MC)-

Eugene Henry H_?d), 3-1.
SEVENTH-EIG

103 - Anthony Vuffield (EL)
dec. Scoit Bumgardner (WP},
10-4.

112 -- Allen Taylor (JM) dec.
Matt Smith (Brk), 2-0.

119 -- John Petrozzi (BL) dec.
Ben Young {Steub), 7-3.

125 — Jason Koonce (JM) dec.
Aaron Brown (MC), 5-1.

130 - Clayton Bensdict (MC)
dac. John Leas (IC), 3-1.

135 - Chasa Jollg {Ed) dec.
Thad Brosier {Steu %

140 -- David Babelﬁ teub)dec
Brandon Bruce (Bell}, 12-4.
145 — Jason Bahmer (Bames)

‘pinned Jeff Casey (Meadow),
2:33

152 — Johnny Jefferis (Bames)
dec. Luke High (Cambj), 13-0.
180 — Chris Green (EL) dec.
Chaz Yoder (MF), 5-1.

112 - Jesse Emery (HC) dec.
Brian Humphrey (WP), 8-2.
119 - Kyle Glasser (Sha&y)
pinned Mike Sasouletof (JM),
1:30.

125 - Braden Shaw (Brk dec.
Brian Tumbull (BL), 3-1, OT.
130 - Kyle Mull (JM) dec. Vi
Bologna (HC}, 8-6.

135 — Dave Durbin (Brk)
pinned Jon Vamer (Beaver),
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pigr;ed Chris Fankhauser (Ed),

275 - Joe Caaﬂhnay (OG)
pinned Matt DuV b, :2

{Be

215 — John Wells (JM) dec. Bill
Whitehiil (OG), 5-2.
275 - Koel Davia (UL) dec.

171 — James Lyons (Steub) 180 — Roger Kupfer (Cam)won 171 — Tyler Schumacher (MC)

dec. Eric Spltznoggle (HC), 6- by disqualification over Robbie  dec. Sean Grinch (Shady), 5-4.
Bimmerling (MC). 189 ~ Dustin Holt (MF) pinned

189 Jared Willlams (Beaver) 171 — Justin HBFG (S8JC) dec. Jon Gordon (Whg. Central),

dec. Adam Snyder (St.C), 5-3.  Jon Amette (Wells), 5-2. 23,

215 -- Josh Stansbury (EL) 189 - Anﬂ'londy Gump {IC} dec. 215 -- Joe Weaver (Mag) dac.
Derek Conrad (Meadow), 4-2 Codey Leach (Shen), 3-2.

275 — Michael Price (Camb)
Elqged Troy Allenby (WP},

|
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Bierkortte
Winners

1971 -- Don Blum, Martins Femy.
1972 -- Art Jonas, Bellaire.

1873 -~ Dan Claugus, Barnasville.
1974 -- Shelden Grace, Welrton.
1975 — Mike Kovalick, Bellaire.
1976 -- Rendy Davia, Cadiz; Ed
Covay, Bridgeport.

1977 - Rich Davis, Jsffersan Unian,
1978 — Carl Stanltey, Wheeling Park.
1979 -- Randy Pryor, Weirton.

1880 -- Trent lachini, Staubanville,
1981 - Mike Tluchowski,
Steubanviile.

1582 - Larry Islaman, Toronto.
1983 - Brian Millar, Bamesvilla.
1984 -- Heath Baadmora,

Cambrqu

1985 m Maxley, Bamesville.
1986 — Sean Murray, Oak Glen. -
1987 — Mark Mylnek, Bellaire.
1988 — Rick Burlasnkl Bridgeport.
1989 — Mark. Emmarllng. East
Livarpool.

1850 — Babe Sidon, Manins Ferty.
1981 -- Douglas Knlghl. Steubsnville.
1982 — R.C. Andersan, Cameran.
1993 - Kally Shields, Edison South,
1984 -- Dustin Harris, Beaver Local,
1985 -- Justin Ewing, Si. Clairsvilla,
1586 -- Eric Andarson, St. John
Cantral,

1987 -- Ryan Muldrew, John
Marshall,

1988 - Chad Pratz, Unslﬁ.

1999 - Jose Smith, Cambridge.
2000 — Scott Roth, Martins Ferry.
2001 -- Cole Bowersock, Beaver
Local. :
2002 -- Derak George, John
Marshall.

2001 OVAC Tournament Place Finishers -

' Qak Glen, 184; Martins Ferry,

2001 TEAM SCORING
OVERALL
1. East Liverpool, 186; Oak Glen, 184;
Martins Ferry, 161.5; Beaver Local, 160;
Wheeling Park, 148, Cameron, 142.5;
Buckeye Local, 140; John Marshall,
138B.5; Barnesville, 134.5; St. Clairsville,

103.5.

CLASS AAAA
East Liverpool, 186; Wheeling Park, 148,
Buckeye Local, 140; John Marshall,
138.5; Cambridge 94.5; Steubenville,

84.5; Edison, 75.5;  Weirton, 47;
Meadowbrook, 36; Brooke, 24.1.
CLASS AAA

161.5;
Beaver Local, 160; St. Clairsville, 103.5;

- Harrison Central, 99.5; Union Local, 98;

Indian Creek, 75; Magnolia, 36; Bellaire,
34; Tyler, 17.

CLASS AA
Barnesville, 134.5; Shadyside, 86;
Shenandoah, 86; Waellsville, 68;. Monroe

Central, 54; River, 40; Steubenville
Central, 32; Caldwell, 28; Linsly, 16;
Wheeling Central, 6.

CLASS A

Cameron, 142.5; Beallsville, 57; St. John
Central, 37; Bridgeport, 32, Weirton
Madonna, 25; Conotton Valley, 3.

2001 PLACE FINISHERS
103 -- 1. Jake Batas, East Liverpool; Josh
Hoover, Beaver Local; Josh Gorayab,
Wheeling Park; Ben Cain, Meadowbrook;
Jesse Emery, Harrison Central; John
Howard, John Marshall; Tony Mayle,
Indian Creek; Todd Schmelzenbach,
Shenandoah.
112 -- Nathan Kendjorskey, Buckeye
Local; Nic Rossiter, Harrison Central;

Mike Jones, Martins Ferry; David Jack,
Shadyside; Lucas Huffman, River; Brian
Humphrey, Wheeling Park; Griffin
Stipetich, John Marshall; Ryan Gallagher,
Barnesville. '
119 -- Adam Kennedy, Wheeling Park;
Derek Maple, Edison; John Tierney,
Martins 'Ferry; Chas Patton, Buckeye
tocal; Jarrod Anderson, Barnesville; Mark
Wheatley, Cambridge; Bubba LaRew,
Beallsville; Scott Campbell, Harrison
Central.
125 -- Cole Bowersock, Beaver Local;
Tyler Hughes, Cameron; David Tiemey,
artins Ferry; Scott Conrath, St
Clairsville; Chris Case, St. John Central;
Garrett Six, Oak Glen; Jeremy Cowan,
East Liverpool; Kyle Glasser, Shadyside.
130 -- Derek Kennedy, Whesling Parik;
Jon Varner, East Liverpool; Gaelen
Lowers, Oak Glen; Billy Barath, St.
Clairsville; Tom Snyder, Union Local;
Jason Lucas, Bamesville; Casay Hughes,
Cameron; Jared Hoppel, Beaver Local.
135 -- Eric Noel, Oak Glen; Jeremy
Furbee, Cambridge; Jim Crumbley, East
Liverpool; Mike Muldrew, John Marshall;
Joel O'Neli, Cameron; Jason Peddicord,
Barnesville; Jack Schott, St. Clairsville;
Josh Reitter, Union Local.
140 -- Derek Roth, Martins Ferry;
Christopher Wilson, Monroe Central; Nate
Smith, Beaver Local; Ryan Kinzy,
Beallsville; Adam Yudasz, St. Clairsville;

Kyle Eckleberry, Oak Glen; Johnny
Jefferis, Barnesville; Billy Watson,
Wellsville.

145 -- Bobby Mayhugh, Marlins Ferry,
David Bertolino, Buckeys Local; roger
Kupfer, Cameron; Jeremy Ghrist, East

Liverpool; John Prokapakis, Edison; Brad
Nicka, Weirton Madonna; Paul Sweeney,
Steubenville; Luke Burkhardt, Shadyside.
152 — Derek George, John Marshall; Kurt
Glasser, Shadyside; Tucker Brown,
Cameron; Derrick Sefsick, Harrison
Central; Dan Moore, Beaver Local; Ryan
Tacosik, Union Local;, Chad Barker,
Barnesville; Rahad Terry, Indian Creek.
160 -- Justin Jefferis, Barnesville; Derrick
Stickles, Oak Glen; Chris Taylor, John
Marshall; Trevor Cooper, Indian Creek;
Guy Nestor, Bucksye Local; Jordan
Williams, Beaver Local; Josh Waest,
Steubenville; Chris Green, East Liverpool.
171 -- Jake Sowers, Cambridge; Zach
Powell, Barnesville; Ronnie Habrock, Oak
Glen; Roger Richardson, Steubenville;
Matt Schoolcraft, East Liverpool; Justin
Hepse, St. John Central; Jack Otto,
Buckeye Locai; Jake Pyle, Weirton.

189 -- Philip Bellville, Cak Glen; Vince
Mangone, . Weirton; Wyatt O'Naelll,
Cameron; Kyle Jones, East Liverpool,
Dennis MNardo, Union Local; Jared
Williams, Beaver Local; James Lyons,
Steubenville; Josh Boyd, Wheeling Park.
215 - Adam Hoppel, Beaver Local; Wil
Wade, Shanandoah; Matt BuVall, Union
Local; Joe Weaver, Magnolia; John Wells,
John Marshall; B.J. Cock, Whesling Park;
John Eden, Martins Ferry; Patrick
McGillan, OQak Glen.

275 -- Josse Wells, Shenandoah; Michael
Price, Cambridge; Joey Caughey, Oak
Glen; Joe Beebout, Oak Glen; Tom

Beebout, East Liverpool; Tom Brown,
Caldwell; Tony Carothers, Harrison
Central; Jimmy Snyder, Steubenville;

Koel Davia, Union Local.
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Friday, .

Oak Glen
leading
OVAC
tourney

* Brooke owns second,
Beaver Local holds third
after opening day bouts

By SETH STASKEY
Timas Leader Sports Writer

The cream always rises to the top.

When it comes to wrestling in the Ohio
Valley, there is none better than Oak Glen.

The reigning OVAC overall champions
won all' 14 of its matches Thursday evening,
allowing Coach Larry Shaw's Golden Bears

to wrack up 47 points and the overall lead-

after the first session of the 50th annual
OVAC tournament at the Wheeling Civic
Center.

The Golden Bears registered five wins
thanks to the pin and another three victories

via technical falls, allowing the Bears.to.

jump out to the big margin.

The two 4-A leaders -- Brooke and
Beaver -- are leading the chase of the Golden
Bears.

The Bruins ended the opening night of
competition with 42 points and the Beavers
were close behind with 41 markers.

The Bruins were led on the opening day
by senior standout Phil Bliss - a defending
champion and top seed - scored a pinfall in
just 58 seconds.

The Beavers -- who came in with serious -

title aspirations -- suffered a setback when
fifth-seeded Luke Hoppel suffered a decisive
12-4 setback to Bamnesville's Chaz Clark.

All three of the Beavers® top seeds --
Adam Hoppel, Jared Hoppel and Jared
Williams all posted impressive wins in the
opening round.

Sitting in third place in 4-A is Buckeye
Local with 27.5 points. The Panthers
received strong opening rounds from their
two top seeds,

Senior David Bertolino -- a defending
champion -- was a winner thanks to a pin,
while freshman Zack Schuller earned a tech-

Ses, OVAC, Page B3

T-L PhoteaMIGHAEL HARVILLA
ABOVE: Bucksye Local's
Zack Schuller prepares to
take down Indian Creek's
Shaun Walters during action
in their 135-pound match
Thursday night in the 50th
Annual OVAC Tournament,
Schuller scored a technical
fall to win the match.

LEFT: Beaver Local's Grant
Hoppel controls Steubenville
Central’'s Matt Kemp during
action In their 130-pound
match. Hoppel pinned Kemp
at 3:28.

RIGHT: Martins Ferry's Clay
Tucker (top) Is In control of
Bellaire's Bruce Swallie dur-
ing their 125-pound match.

‘Tucker scored a pin at 3:50.
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T-L PAetwHCHAEL HARVILLA

ABOVE: Butkeys Local's
Zack Schuller prepares to
take down Indian Creek’'s
Shaun Walters during action
In thelr 135-pound match
Thursday night in the 50th
Annual OVAC Tournament.

Schuller scored a technical

fall to win the match,

LEFT: Beaver Local's Grant
Hoppel controls Steubenville
Centrai's Matt Kemp during
action In their 130-pound
match. Hoppel pinned Kemp
at 3:28.

RIGHT: Martins Ferry's Clay
Tucker (top) is in control of
Bellaire's Bruce Swallle dur-
ing their 125-pound match.

“Tucker scored a pin at-3:50.

- stopped 417 athletes from over 30 schools

‘line is these guys are good.
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Celebrating
50 years of
OVAC mat
excellence

By JEREMY MIDEI
Times Leadar Staff Writar

A three-day party and thousands of your
closest friends. Could there be a better way to
celebrate your 50th birthday?

The 2003 Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference wrestling tournament marks 50
years of what has become the largest confer-
ence meet in the country.

Even the frigid temperatures haven't

from taking part in the anniversary gala.
The Undefeated
Unblemished. Impeccable. Flawless.
Perfect.
However you want to say it, the bottom

Of the 400 wrestlers competing this year,
only seven entered the competition undefeat-
ed. That roughly one percent.

All seven represent a different weight
class, so a spotless final is unfortunately out
of the question,

Remarkably, two of the seven are from
Shadyside. Junijor Jesse Irwin stands at 20-0
at 1435, while at 171, junior Bobby Samsa has
22 wins for the season. .

Buckeye Local 160-pounder David
Bertolino sports a 23-0 record, while
Caldwell’s Corey Lemaster (103) and River®s
Lucas Huffman (112) each have 22 wins.
Harrison Central heavyweight Tony Carothers
is 21-0 and Monroe Central junior Aaron
Brown (130} has 20 wins.

Speaking of Perfect...

The Oak Glen Golden Bears are the
defending overall champs and are looking like
a strong contender for a second crown. The
Bears sent wrestlers to the mat in all 14
l\jva;:ight“classes; all of them had their hand

sed.

Ses, NOTEBOOK, Page B3
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The Defending Champs

Seven wrestlers will also
return to defend titles at this
year's OVAC championship, but
as the Miami Hurricanes can
attest, it's far from an easy task.

Huffman and Bertolino hold
the distinction of being the two
undefeated indi-
viduals with a
chance 1o
repeat.
Huffman
won at 112
last year and
hopes to
complete the
double at the
same weight. Bertolino is com-
peting at 160, also last season’s
weight.

Martins Ferry sophomore
Clay Tucker will try his hand at
125 this season affer a success-
ful freshman campaign at 103.
Indian Creek's Josh Johnston
won at 125 in 2002 and will
give 130 a go this time around.
Brooke®s Phil Bliss moves up
from 140 to 152.

Adam Hoppel of Beaver
Local will remain at 215,

The Seeds

Beaver Local and Brooke
each had nine seeded wrestlers
heading into the tournament,
tops in OVAC-AAAA and over-
all. Oak Glen, the day one
leader, had eight to pace OVAC-
AAA. Monroe Central topped
double-AA with six seeded grap-
plers, while St. John Central led
single-A with four. ’

Beaver has three number-one
sceds in Jared Hoppel (140),
Jared Williams (189) and Adam
Happet (215).

Buckeye Local has two top-
seeded wrestiers: Zach Schuller
at 135 and Bertolino.

All 14 number one seeds
were victorious on day one.

The Dean of OVAC Coaches

Cameron coach Jim Potts was
awarded a plaque for his 30
years of coaching with the
Dragons. Potts is the longest
tenured OVAC coach, having
joined the program in 1974.

Potts has been named OVAC
coach of the year 12 times and
West Virginia coach of the year
five times. Cameron's dual meet
record is 316-81-3 under his
watch. ‘

Potts has produced 29 state
champions and has won the team
title four times. He also has 13
OVAC-A titles to his credit, as
well as twa overall runner-up
placings -- impressive for a
school that has only 200 stu-
dents in grades seven through
12,

OVAC wrestling commis-
sioner Ron Mauck was also laud-
ed for 25 years at the helm.

Thursday --

(11 am.);

p.an.).

OVAC Wrestllﬂing
Tournament Card

OVAC WRESTLING TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
Opening Ceremony (6 p.m.); Wrestling on cight
mats, including prelims and first round matches (6:30 p.m.).
Friday -- Second round and first and second round consolations
Quarterfinals, third and fourth round consolation (5

p.m.).
Saturday -- Semifinals, fifth round consolation, semifinal conso-
lation (12 p.m.); Consolation finals, Championship Finals (6:30

Admission Prices

Single Session — $5 for adults; $3 for students.
Advance Ticket Book - $20 for adult; $10 for student.
Final Single Session — $7 for adults; $4 for student.

® OVAC

Continued from Page B1

nical fall win. ‘

Looking up at Oak Glen in 3-A is Harrison
Central with 32 points and Indian Creek with 30
markers.

The Huskies received a win from top-seeded
Jesse Emery at 119 pounds. ‘

The Redskins’ Josh Johnston -- a defending
champion and top seed at 130 pounds — posted &
win via the pin.

Martins Ferry -- a annual 3-A challenger --
closed the first day with just 14.5 points,

The Riders were led by sophomore Clay Tucker
-- the top seed at 125 and the defending i03
champion -- who scored a pin.

Monroe Central -- one of the pre-meet favorites
in 2-A - grabbed the class lead with 23 points.
Caldwell is just eight points back of the Seminoles.

The ‘Noles received an impressive tourney
debut from top-seeded and defending champion
Chris Wilson who pinned Magnolia’s Nick Koon
in just 2:45. ,

River’s Lucas Huffinan kept rolling along in
112 pounds. The state runnerup and OVAC cham-
pion from a year ago at 112, remained spotless
with an impressive 23-8 tech fall over
Steubenvilie Central’s Bobby Motris.

Always-powerful Cameron snared the 1-A lead
with 27 points, while both Shadyside and St. John
Central ended the opening round with 18 points.

The Tigers were led by junior Bobby Samsa,

who is the top seed at 171 pounds. Also earning
key wins were the Tigers’ pair of two seeds, Luke
Burkhardt at 152 and Jesse Irwin at 145.

The Fighting Irish, meanwhile, were paced
freshman sensation Mickey Nicola who scored a
pin his 112-pound match.

The eight mats at the Wheeling Civic Center
came alive this morning at 11 a.m. with second
round championship matches and consolation
rounds.

The third session of the event commences at 6
p.m. Friday with the championship quarterfinals
and additional consolation rounds.

The opening round featured some 121 wins by

- pinfall with, just seven of the 112 seeded wrestlers

falling in the opening round.
Of the 14 wins by the number one seeds, 12 of
those were via pinfall.

The quickest pinfall was recorded by Beaver
Local’s Jared Hoppel who held down the shoulders
of Zachary Compston in just eight seconds.

Union Local junior Koel Davia - the top seed
at 275 pounds and a defending Ohio state champi-
on -- advanced with a pin in just 13 seconds over
Martins Ferry’s Bobby Kittle.

Two five seeds were the highest to fall during
the first round. John Marshall’s Josh Ewing was
dealt a 9-6 defeat by East Liverpool’s Shaun
Green, along with Hoppel’s loss for Beaver Local.




SPORTS

SUNDAY NEWS-REGISTER -Wheeling, W. V:

Beaver Local Claims First OVAC Mat Crown

Buckeye Local’s Bertolino wins Bierkortte Award as most outstanding wrestler

By JIM ELLIOTT .
Staff Writer
They honored 50 years of

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
wrestling excellence to open the
finals of the 2003 tournament

Saturday evening at the Wheeling

Center., :

And then, they added to it

Judgmg by the inspiring effort
turned in Saturday by Bellaire St.
John’s freshman Mickey Nicola
— the new champion at 112 —
and the team endeavor of first-
time titlist Beaver Local, OVAC
wrestling excellence appears on
its way to another fantastic 50

ears.

Behind strong performances
from Jared Hoppel, Jared
Williams and Adam Hoppel —
both now OVAC champions —
the Beavers, with 225 points, ran
awag from top contenders Brooke
(196), and Oak Glen (178).

Cameron claimed the Class A
crown with 91 points, Monroe
Central wrapped up another Class
AA championship while Oak
Glen grabbed the 3-A crown.

Overall champion Beaver
Local also retained the 4-A
crown, but as coach Rich Wright
explained, it wasn't easy.

“Tt's kind of a big burden to
carry for a year,”” Wright said of
his team’s expectations. The
Beavers were among the con-
tenders at the end of last year's
tourney and the favorites for this
year's,

After an.outstanding semifinal
round, the finals, for all intents
and purposes, were anticlimactic
for Beaver Local.

They had four wrestlers, and
an insurmountable lead going in,
heading into the title matches.

*‘(Saturday) morning we had
to have a great round. We had
some big matchups and we won
them. That kinda set the tone for
the rest of the day,”” Wright said,

While the Beavers did it s a
team, St. John's Nicola (22-1)
knew he had little help when be
entered the mat to face River's
Lucas Huffman, the class’s top
seed, a defending champion, and

Bellaire St. John’s Mickey Nicola
the 112-pound finals of the OVAC

one of only two unbeaten
wrestlers left in the tourney at that
point. o

No mafter.

Nicola t}:]ickl jumped out to a
lead, which he held throughout,

.on his way to a 5-2 decision,

upping his season mark to 25-6.

Nicola's effort came just min-
utes after another freshman —
Wheeling Park’s Abby Rush —
earned a 7-1 decision over Bel-
laire’s St. John's Joe Skoff to win
the individual title at 103.

Rush was the No. 2 seed in the
class,

Harrison: Central's Jesse
Emery, the top seed at 119, then
stopped Wheeling Park's Brian
Humphrey, the two-seed, by a

" Cameron 91.5; Sh

ets control of his match
restling Tournament at

count of 5-3. Emery improved 1o
22-2 on the season. In doing so,
he became the first No. 1 seed -
and upperclassman — to win a
title Saturda%.

Martins Ferry's Clay Tucker,
the top seed at 125, ended a solid
run by Brooke’s Jonathan McFar-
land with a pin at 3:01 in their
match to repeat as champion.

McFariand, one of Bru-
ins to land in the finals, jumped
up a weight class and improved
on his sixth-place finish from a

year ago.

Braden Shaw helped the Bru-
ins pick up some quality points
when he turned away Beaver
Local's Grant Hoppel in the finals
at 130. In improving his personal

mark to 30-2 on the season, Shaw

nearly pinned Hoppe! late in the
second period, but settled for a
major decision, 18-5. :
uckeye Local freshman Zach
Schuller, a top seed, was matched
RE against Martins Ferry senior
ike Mamone in the finals at
135, It didn’t matter, Schuller,
now 25-3, set the tone early by
with a quick over-the-head take
down and went on to claim a 9-2
dacision and earn his first OVAC
title.

Schuller became the third
freshman in the first six weight
classes to earn a title.

Beaver's Jared Hoppel became
the third No. 1 seed to claim a top

Phote by Art Limann

ainst River’s Lucas Huffman during
e Wheeling Civic Center.

prize when he heid off a furious
rally by John Marshall so4phomom
Dustin Richey in their 140-pound
title match, 14-10.

Hoppel, who upped his mark
to 19-2, became Beaver Local's
first individual winner of the day
for his efforts.

Richey feli to 28-2,

The [45-pound title featured
the No 3 and 4 seeds — Buckeye
Local’s Brock Bowman and Oak
Glen's Steve Flowers — in the

-place mat while the top seeds
— Shadyside's Jessie Irwin and
Monroe Central’s Christopher
Wilson battled next door in battle
for third place. Bowman upset
Wilson, the top seed, while Flow-
ers knocked off Irwin, the two,
seed in the semis.

Flowers (23-2) was able to
keep things going in the finals
with a slim 3-2 victory.

At 152, top seed Phil Bliss of
Brooke continued his dominance
of Steubenville’s David Babel,
Coming into their championship
bout Saturday, Bliss had alread
beaten fifth-seeded Babel (26-6)
twice on the season. Make it
three.

Bliss, who won an OVAC title
at 140 o year ago, became the
fourth No. 1 seed to win a title,
when he stogped a bandaged up
Babel, 6-4. Babel experienced
glét above his eye in second peri-

Bliss improved to 30-1.

‘*He's focused,’”’ Brooke
wrestling coach Joe Erlewine said
of Bliss. **He knows what he
wants, he goes for it and he does
an excellent job.”’

Buckeye Local’s David
Bertolino entered his 160-pound
title match as a defending cham-
pion and the only unbeaten
wrestler in the Ohio Valley. He.
still is. He was barely challenged
by Shadyside’s Luke Burkhart,
the No.2, in an 11-2 victory.
Bertolino, who was named the
Dave Bierkortte award winner
symbolic of the tourney’s top
wrestler, improved his record to
27-0.

At 171, Monroe Central’s
Robby Dimmerling momentarily
put Beaver Local’s partying plans
on ice when he avenged an earlier
loss to Jordan Williams to claim a
title by a 5-4 count. Dimmerling
reached the finals by decisioning
top seed and previously unbeaten
Pobby Samsa of Shadyside in the
semifinals.

Williams is now a two-time
OVAC runner-up.

Jared Williams got the Beavers
back on track moments later at
189 when he squeaked past
Wheeling Park’s Cody Tominak,
the No. 2 seed, Williams, a three
timeénlacer. earned his first
OVAC title and the fifth one for
the top seeds Saturday.

Junior Adam Hoppel (20-1)
then locked things up for the
Beavers when he doubled up East
Liverpool’s Josh Stansbury, 4-2.
It was the third consecutive
OVAC title for Hoppel, the sixth
for a No. 1 seed and the third
individual title for.the Beavers on
the day.

Stansbury dropped to 29-2 on
the season, with losses com-
ing to Hoppel, a defending state
champion in Ohio.

In the final match, Union
Local's Koel Davia, the top-seed-
ed heavyweight, knocked off
Cambridge’s Michael Price 8-3.
Also a defending state champion
in Ohio, Davia was able to
reverse a recent trend against
Price in which he was beaten
twice in three matches.

Davia earned his first OVAC
title and the seventh for a top seed
on Saturday.

Notes

After more than 300 OVAC
champions from the past 50 years
of championship wrestling were
introduced to a standing ovation
as part of the tourney’s golden
anniversary celebration, Bellaire
St. Jonhn's was presented Bob
Sadler sportsmanship award.
Minutes later, West Liberty State
College wrestling coach Vince
Monsean was honored for his
many years and contributions. to
the sport of wrestling.

OVAC WRESTLING TOURNAMENT RESULTS

50th Annual OVAC Wrestiing Tounamant
OVAC Oveeall Team Standings
Whaaling Civic Center}

Beaver Local 226; Brooks 196; Oak Glan
178.5; Buckeye Local 170; Monroe Cantral
137; Harrlson Central 127; Wheeling Park
119'F; Indian Cresk 107.5; John Marshall
101.5; East Liverpoc| 85; Meadowhbrook 82.5;
Cameron 91.5; Shenandoah 90.5;
Staubarvilla 80; Martins Ferry 857.5; Sh.adwg-
sids §7.5; Bellaira 82; Bellaire St. John's 78;
Barnasville 75; Unlon Local 75; River 72;
Cambridge 64; St. Clalmsviile 62; Caldwell 45;
Baallsville 39; Wellsville 36.5; Edison 36;
Stauh. Central 30.5; Tyler Consolidated 30;
Walrton Madonna 293; Welr 26.5; Bisho
Oonahue 8; Conotion Valey B.5; Magnolia

L T T
Temm Scoring
AAAA .

Beaver Local 225; Brooks 1986; Buckays
Local 170: Whealing Park 112.5; John Mar-
shall 101.5; East Liv 86; Steubenvilla
80; Cambridge 64; Edison 36; Weir 28.5;

Osk Glan 178.5; Harrlson Central 127.5;
Indien Creek 107,6 Meadowbhrook 52.5
Shanandoah 90,5 Martins Farry 87.5; Ballalre
a2; Barnasville 76; Unlon Local 75; 5t
ﬁ:luérsvllle 62; Tyler Consolidated 30; Magno-

8

AA
Monroe Central 178.5; River 72; Caldwell
45; Wallsville 36.5; StﬂAJh. Cantral 30.5

da 87.5; Bellakre St
John's 78; Beallsvilla 33; Walrton Madanna
o thoﬂ Donshus 9; Conotton Valley 8.6

103: Rush (WP} d. Skoff (B3J}, 7-1

112 Nicola (BSJ} d. Huffman (Riv), 52
11%: Emery (HC) d, Humphray (WF)
126: Tucker (MF) p. McFarland (Bk), 3:01
130; Shenw (BK) d. Hoppe! (BvL), 18-5

135; Schuller {BuL} d. Mamona {MF), 8-2
140: Hoppel {BvL) d. Richey {JM), 14-10

145; Flowers (0G) d Bowman (Bul), 3-2
152 Biisa {Bk) d, Babsl {Steub), 8-4

180; Bartolino {Bul) d. Burkhart (Shal, 11-2
471: Diromearfing {MC) o, Williams [BvL), E-4
188: Jarad Williams {BvL} d. Tomlnak {WP),

21

215; Hoppel (BvL) Stansbury {EL}

HWT: Davia (UL} d. Price (Cam), 8-3
Ssimifinaly

103: Skoff (BSJ; d, Valga WM) d., 8-5; Rush
(WPF) d. Shew (Bk), 6-4.
112 Hutfmen (vl d. Hartla {JM), 20-6; Nico-
Ia {B5J} d. Bu rdnaréWP], 17-6.
119; Emery {HC) d. Saxton {Bul), 8-3;
Humphmr (WF) d. Smith {Bk}, 4-2.
125; Tuckar {MF) d. Turnbull {Bul}, B-2;
McFarland (Bk) d.
Anderson (Bar), 4-3,
13% I (BvL} d. Johnston (IC), 5-4, OT;
Shaw |Ek) d.
Brown {MC), 6-1.
135: Schulfar (Bul} d. Ferguson {MC}, 7-2;
Mamaone (MF) d. Mike Durtsn (Bk}, 16-8,
145 Hugﬁl (BvL} d. Bruce {Ball}, 8-4; Richey
JM) d. d Durbin (Bk), 128,
145: Bowmen (Bul) d. Wilson {MC), 10-6;
Flowers (DGLd, Irwin {Sha), 3-1.
162: Bligs {(BK) d. Wharton {0G), 10-2; Babs!
{Staub) d. Shaw (BvL), 84, OT.
160: Bartolino {Bul}'d. Schumachar {MC),
18-8; Burkhan (Sha) d. Mysars {HC), 7-3.
171 Dimmearling (MC) d. Samaa (Sha), 5-2;
Jordan Willlams (BvL) d. Lyons (Staub), 6-3,
18%: Jared Williams {BvL) d. Potts {0G), 7-2;
Tomlnak (WP} p. Anonlk {Bell}, 5:19,
215: Stansbury {EL) p. Leach {Shen}, ;41;
Hoppsl 1BVL) d. Whitehili {OG), 18-1.
276; Price {Cam) d, Carothaers {HC), 3-1;
Davia {UL) d. Duvaél'léaalil, 2-1, 20T,

Placa

10k Valles (WM d, Shaw (Bk}, 12-2
112: Gosaett {UL) d. H I {(BvL}), 4-0
118: Saxton {Bul} d. Smith {Brk}, 51

MR. MAT AWARD
T _1._ - AT ‘ITﬂnﬂ‘-laﬂﬂ hﬂﬂl

125; Andarson (Bar) d, Turnbull {BuL), 4-2
130 Johnston (G} p. Brown (MC), 4:03
135: Farguson {MC) p. Burbin (Brk), 4:28
140: Dulfnbln {BX} d. Bruce {Bell), 8-3

145: Wilson (MC) d. Irwin {Sha), 7-2

152 Shaw {BvL) d. Wharton {OG), 8-7

160: Schumacher {MC} p. 8 {HC), 2:43
171: Samsa (Sha) d. Green (EL}, 3-1

18%9; Potte (OG) d. Antanlk {Ball}, E-4

216; Frankhausar {Ed) d. Leach {Sheni, 10-4
HWT: Carothers H-égp Haslam {Riv}, 1:18

Placs
;:03: Lohotay (Maa) p. Cumptson {Cam},

47,
11Z Hertle {JM} d. Bum, r (WP}, 6-5
119; Bates (EL) d, Roth {MF}, 3-2
125: Cain (Maa) p. Mayle {IC), 4:65
130 Mull (JM) win by defauit
136: Yodsrs (Cam) d. Abarrﬁg. 145
140 Crosiar (Steubs} d. Hunkler (Barm), 5-3
145; Hannahs {Shen) d. Pendleton (IC), 8-4
162: Bahmer (Bam) d. Hughas (Cam), 8-4
160; Rinahart (Shen} d. Hughes (IC), 4-2
171: Lyons (Steub) d. Sefsick (HC), &2
189: Howard {StC) wungﬁ mury dafault
215: Whitehill (DG} p. Huffman (HC), 2:06
HWT: Duvali [Bell) p. Wagnar (BvL), 3:33

Tth Place

103 Duffledd (EL) d. Millsr {OG), 7-6

112 Gopsau {OG} p. Grelnsr (Bk), 1:40

115: Meko (BSJ) d. (Bvl), 84

12E; Wright {OG) p. Bond (Cald), 2:16

130; Mahan {OG) d. Backer {SiC), 5-4

135: Melntosh (OG} d. Philllps (HC), 7-4

140 Whhﬂnginn {QG) d. Wamer (Mea}, 12-7
145; Davis (Ek) d. Les {M), 7-2

162: Casay (Maa} p. Adkins (JM}, 257

164; Stewart {Cam} d. Blevins (UL), 3-1

171; Starkey {IC} d. Meeks {StC), 3-2

18%: Homn (Shen) d. Conrad {Mea), 2-1, 20T
216; Aosen (Riv} d. Hannahs 3-1, OT
Dz-l\;\szbNuuemchwundar {StC} d. McGillian,
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r Local Claims First OVAC Mat Crown

I’s Bertolino wins Bierkortte Award as most outstanding wrestler
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Bellaire St. John’s Mickey Nicola g&ts control of his match aghainst
the 112-pound finals of the OVAC

one of only two unbeaten
wrestlers left in the tourney at that

point.

No matter,

Nicola quickly jumped out to a
lead, which he held t ughout,

on his way to a’'5-2 decision,
upping his season mark to 25-6.

Nicola’s effort came just min-
utes after another freshman —
Wheeling Park’s Abby Rush —
earned a 7-1 decision over Bel-
laire’s St, John's Joe Skoff to win
the individual title at 103.

Rush was the No. 2 seed in the
class.

Harrison' Central's Jesse
Emery, the top seed at 119, then
stopped Wheeling Park’s Brian
Humphrey, the two-seed, by a

restling Tournament at

count of 5-3. Emery improved to
22-2 on the season, In doing so,
he became the first No. 1 seed -
and upperclassman — to win a
title Samrda;;.

Martins Ferry's Clay Tucker,
the top seed at 125, ended a solid
run by Brooke’s Jonathan McFar-
land with a pin at 3:01 in their
match to repeat as champion.

McFarland, one of Bru-
ins to land in the finals, jumped
up a weight class and improved
on his sixth-place finish from a
yedr ago.

Braden Shaw helped the Bru-
ins pick up some quality points
when he turned away Beaver
Local's Grant Hoppel in the finals
at 130, In improving his personal
mark to 30-2 on the season, Shaw
nearly pinned Hoppel late in the
second period, bat settled for a
major decision, 18-5. ’

uckeye Local freshman Zach
Schuller, a top seed, was matched
3 against Martins Ferry senior
ike Mamone in the finals at
135. It didn't matter. Schuller,
now 25-3, set the tone early by
with a quick over-the-head take
down and went on to claim a 9-2
dﬁcision and earn his first OVAC
title,

Schuller became the third
freshman in the first six weight
classes to earn a title,

Beaver's Jared Hoppel became
the third No. ] seed to claim a top

OVAC WRESTLING TOURNAMENT RESULTS

50th Annual OVAL Wrestiing Tournament
OVAC Overall Teamn Standings
{at the Whesling Clvic Canter}
-~ Overall

Beaver Local 226; Brooke 186; Oak Glen
178.5; Buckeye Locat 170; Monros Central
137; Harrison Central 127; Whesling Park
119.5; Indian Creek 107.5; John Marshall
101.5; Esst Livarpool 95; Meadowbrook B2.5;
Cameron  391.6; Shenandoah 80.5;
Staubenville 80; Martins Ferry 87.5; Shady-
sida B7.5; Ballalre B2; Ballaira St John's 78;
Barnasvlile 78; Unien Lacal 75; Rivar 72;
Cam rid?a 84; St. Clairavilla 62; Caldwall 45;
Baaslisville 39; Welisville 38.5; Edlson 35;
Steuh, Cantral 30.5; Tyler Consolidated 30;
Walrton Madonna 29; Wair 28.5; Bisho
Ponahue 9; Canciton Valley 8.5; Magnolia

eE
Team Scoring

AAAA :
Beaver Local 225; Brooke 186; Buckaya
Local 170; Whesling Park 119.5; John Mar-
shall 101.5; East Liverpool 95; Steubenville
90; Cambridge 64; Edison 35; Weir 28.5;

Qak Glen 178.5; Harrlson Central 127.5;
Indian Creak 107.5 Meadowbrook 82.6
Shanandoah 80,5 Martins Farry §7.5; Ballaire
B2; Barnesville 76; Unfon Local 75; St.
Itlllaérsvilla 62; Tylar Consolidated 30; Magno-

]

AA
Monroa Coentral 178.5; River 72; Caldwell
45; Wellsvilla 35.5; SlBA.Ib. Central 30.6

Cameron 91.5; Shadysids B7.5; Ballaire 5t
%S“E;h’nﬁ"‘ Benaian 8; Conotion Valey 85
H ua 3; Conotton Va
Cha

103: Aush (WP} d. Skoff | Ixal

112 Nicola {BSJ) d. Huffman (Riv}, 6-2
118 Emery {HC) d. Humphray (WP}
125: Tucker (MF} p, McFartand (Bk), 3:01
130; Shaw Bk} d. Hoppel (BvL), 18-6

. Phedo by Art Limenn
River’s Lucas Huffman during

@ Wheeling Civic Center.

prize when he held off a furious
rally by John Marshall sophomore
Dustin Richey in their 140-pound
title match, 14-10.

Hoppel, who upped his mark
to 19-2, became Beaver Local's
first individual winner of the day
for his efforts,

Richey fell to 28-2,

The 145-pound title featured
the No 3 and 4 seeds — Buckeye
Local’s Brock Bowman and Oak
Glen’s Steve Flowers — in the
ﬁrsté%lace mat while the top seeds

adyside’s Jessie Irwin and
Monroe Central's Christopher
Wilson battled next door in battle
for third place. Bowman upset
Wilson, the top seed, while Flow-
ers knocked off Irwin, the two,
seed in the semis.

Flowers (23-2) was able to
keep things going in the finals
with a slim 3-2 victory.

At 152, top seed Phil Bliss of
Brooke continued his dominance
of Steubenville's David Babel.
Coming into their chnchionship
bout Saturday, Bliss had alread
beaten fifth-seeded Babel (26-6)
twice on the season. Make it
three.

Bliss, who won an OVAC title
at 140 a year ago, became the
fourth No. 1 seed to win a title,
when he stopped a bandaged up
Babel, 6-4. Babel experienced a
g]cjlt above his eye in second peri-

135: Schuiler {Bul) d. Mamons (MF), 9-2
140: Hoppel (ByL) d. Aichey (ML, 14-10

145; Flowars {OG) d. Bowman {Bul), 3-2
152: Blisa {Bk} d. Babel (Steub), 64

164: Bertoling (Bul) d. Burkhart {Sha}, 11-2
171: Bimmerling (MC) d. Williams (BvL}, 5-4
189 Jared Williams (Bvl) d. Tominak (WP),
-1

215: Hoppe! (ByL) Stansbury (EL)
HWT: Davia {UL} d. Prica {Cam), B-3

Semifinals
103: Skoff IBSJI d. Vallas (WM} d., 6-5; Rush

{WP) d. Shaw {Bk), 5-4.
112 Huffman {Riv) d. Hartle (JM), 20-5; Nico-
la {(BSJ} d. Bumgardner {WP), 17-5.
119; Emery (HC) d. Saxton {Bul), 6-3;
Humphmz {WF) d. Smith {8k}, 4-2,
125; Tucker (MF} d. Turnbull {BuL), 8-2;
McFarland (Bk) d.
Andsrson (Bar), 4-3,
130: | {Bvt) d. Johnston ([C}, 64, OT;
Shaw Bk} d.
Brown (MC), 5-1.
135: Schuller (Bul) d. Furﬁusnn {MC}, 7-2;
Mamone (MF} d. Mike Durtdn {Bk}, 156-8,
140 HDBPBI BvLl) d. Brucs (Bell}, 8-4; Richey
{JM) d. Durbin (BK), 12-8,
145: Bowman {Buk) d. Wilson (MC), 10-5;
Flowars (OG} d. [rwin {(Sha), 3-1.
162 Bitss (Bk} d. Wharton (OG), 10-2; Babel
{Steub) d. Shaw (Bvl), 6-4, OT.
180 Bartolino (Bul} d. Schumacher (MC),
18-B; Burkhart (Sha) d. Myers {HC}, 7-3,
171; Dimmerling (MC) d. Samsa {Sha), 5-2;
Jordan Willtams (Bvl) d. Lyons (Staub), 6-2.
189 Jarad Williams {BvL) d. Potts {OG), 7-2;
Tominak (WP} p. Anonik {Ball}, 5:19.
215: Stansbury (EL) p, Leach (Shen), :41;
Hngpal {BvL) d. Whitehili [CG}, 1B-1.
275 Price (Cam) d. Caraothers (HC), 3-1;
Davia {UL) d, Duvall {(Bell), 2-1, 20T.

3rd Place

Bliss improved to 30-1.

““He’s focused,”’ Brooke
wrestling coach Joe Erlewine sald
of Bliss. ‘*‘He knows what he
wants, he goes for it and he does
an excellent job,”’

Buckeye Local’'s David
Bertolino entered his 160-pound
title match as a defending cham-
pion and the only unbeaten
wrestler in the Ohio Valley, He
still is. He was barely challenged
by Shadyside's Luke Burkhart,
the No.2, in an 11-2 victory.
Bertolino, who was named the
Dave Bierkortte award winner
symbolic of the tourney’s top
wrestler, improved his record to
27-0.

At 171, Monroe Central’s
Robby Dimmerling momentatily

put Beaver Local’s ing plans
on ice when he avenged an earlier
loss to Jordan Williams to claim a

title by a 5-4 count. Dimmerling
reached the finals by decisioning
top seed and previously unbeaten
Bobby Samsa of Shadyside in the
semifinals.

Williams is now a two-time
OVAC runner-up.

Jared Williams got the Beavers
back on track moments later at
189 when he squeaked past
Wheeling Park’s Cody Tominak,
the No. Z seed. Williams, a three-
time placer, earned his first
OVAC title and the fifth one for
the top sceds Saturday.

Junior Adam Hoppel (20-1)
then locked things up for the
Beavers when he doubled up East
Liverpool’s Josh Stansbury, 4-2,
It was the third consecutive
OVAC title for Hoppel, the sixth
for a No. 1 seed and the third
individual title for,the Beavers on
the clay.b dropped

Stansbury to 20-2 on
the season, with goth losses com-
ing to Hoppel, a defending state
champion in Chio.

In the final match, Union
Local’s Koel Davia, the top-seed-
ed heavyweight, knocked off
Cambridge’s Michael Price 8-3.
Also a defendinF state champion
in Ohio, Davia was able to
reverse a recent trend against
Price in which he was beaten
twice in three matches.

Davia earned his first OVAC
titie and the seventh for a top seed
on Saturday.

Notes

After more than 300 OVAC
champions from the past 50 years
of championship wrestling were
introduced to a standing ovation
as part of the tourney’s golden
anniversary celebration, Bellaire
St. Jonhn's was presented Bob
Sadler sportsmanship award.
Minutes later, West Liberty State
College wrestling coach Vince
Manseau was honored for his
many years and contributions, to
the sport of wrestling,

Abhie
Rush

Mickey
Nicola

125

Clay
Tucker

Zach
Schuller

125: Andarson (Bar) d. Tumbull {Bul), 4-2

130: Johnston {IC) p. Brown {MC), 4:03

136: uson {MC) p. Durbln {Bek), 4:28

14 Dy Bk} d. Brucs (Bsll}, 8-3

1485: Wilson (MC) d. Irwin (Shal, 7-2

162: Shaw {Bvl) d. Wharton {OG), 87

160; Schumachar {MC) p. MEME (HC), 243

171: Samsa {Sha) d. Green (EL), 3-1

189: Potts (OG) d. Antonlk {Bell), -4

216: Frankhausar (Ed) d. Laach {Shen), 10-4

HWT: Carothers (HC) p. Haslam {Riv), 1:16
Gth Place

1%?:‘: Leahotay {Mea) p. Cumptson {Cam},
k3

112 Hartle LM} d. Bu rdner (WP}, 6.5
11%: Bates (EL) d. Roth (MF), 3-2

125; Caln {Maa} p. Mayla (IC}, 4:55

132 Mull {JM) win by default

135: Yoders {Cam) d. Abem?g, 14-5
140 Crostar {Steub) d. Hunkler (Barn}, 5-3
146; Hannehs {Shan} d. Pandleton {IC}, 9-4

David
Bertolino

e
: Rine an) d. Hug , 4-
171: Lyona (Steub) d, Sfeick {HC), 6-2 Dimmerling Willlams

18%: Howard {StC) won by inJury default
216; Whitshlll (OG} p. Hutfrman (HC), 2206
HWT: Duvall (BBH[’%‘\;agnar {8vL), 3,33

|-
103; Dufileld {EL} d. Millar {OG), 7-6
112 Goneau (OG) p, Grednar (B}, 1:40
11% Melko {BSJ} d. McCoy (Bvl), B-4
125: Wright {0G}) p. Bond YCaid). 216
130 Mehan [0G) d. Becker {SIC), 9-4
135: Mcintosh {OG) d. Phillips (HC), 7-4
14 Whittington (0G) d. Warner (Maa), 12.7
146: Davis (Bk) d. Les (M), 7-2
162: Casey (Mea) p. Adklns (JM), 2:57
180; Stawart (Cam) d, Blavins {UL), 3-1
171: Starkay (IC} d. Mesks (S1C), 3-2
189: Horn {Shen) d. Conrad (Mea), 2-1, 20T

103; Valles (WM) d. Shaw (BK), 12-2 216: Fosen (Riv) d. Hannaha 3-1, OT Adam Koel

112: Gossatt (UL} d. Ho {Bvl), 4-0 HWT: Neusnschwandar {5tC) d. McGiilian,

113; Saxton (BuL} d. Srmith (B, 5-1 2,20 Hoppel Davia
MR. MAT AWARD
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Bellaire St. John’s Mickey Nicola
the [12-pound finals of the OVAC

one of only two unbeaten
wrestlers left in the tourney at that
point. o

No matter.

Nicola quickly jumped out to a
lead, which he held throughout,
on his way to a 5-2 decision,
upping his season mark to 23-6.

Nicola’s effort came just min-
utes after another freshman —
Wheeling Park’s Abby Rush —
earned a 7-1 decision over Bel-
laire’s St. John's Joe Skoff to win
the individual title at 103,

Rush was the No. 2 seed in the
class.

Harrison: Central’s Jesse
Emery, the top seed at 119, then
stopped Wheeling Park's Brian
Humphrey, the two-seed, by a

Phato by Art Limann

ets control of his match against River’s Lucas Huffman during

count of 5-3. Emery improved 1o
22-2 on the season. In doing so,
he became the first No. 1 seed -
and upperclassman — to win a
title Suturdaié.

Martins Ferry's Clay Tucker,
the top seed at 125, ended a solid
run by Brooke’s Jonathan McFar-
land with a pin at 3:01 in their
match to repeat as champion.

McFarland, one of three Bru-
ins to land in the finals, jumped
up a weight class and improved
on his sixth-place finish from a
year ago.

Braden Shaw helped the Bru-
ins pick up some quality points
when he turned away Beaver
Local’s Grant Hoppel in the finals
at 130, In improving his personal
mark to 30-2 on the season, Shaw
nearly pinned Hoppel late in the
second period, but settled for a
major decision, 18-5,

uckeye Local freshman Zach
Schuller, a top seed, was matched
:f against Martins Ferry senior
ike Mamone in the finals at
135, Tt didn’t matfer. Schuller,
now 25-3, set the tone early by
with a quick over-the-head take
down and went on to claim a 9-2
dctzlcision and earn his first OVAC
title.

Schuller became the third
freshman in the first six weight
classes to earn a title.

Beaver's Jared Hoppel became
the third No. 1 seed to claim a top

restling Tournament at the Wheeling Civic Center.

prize when he held off a furious
rally by John Marshall sophomore
Dustin Richey in their 140-pound
title match, 14-10.

Hoppel, who upped his mark
to 19-2, became Beaver Local’s
first individual winner of the day
for his efforts.

Richey fell to 28-2,

The 145-pound title featured
the No 3 and 4 seeds — Buckeye
Local’s Brock Bowman and QOak
Glen's Steve Flowers — in the
first-place mat while the top seeds
— Shadyside’s Jessie Irwin and
Monroe Central’s Christopher
Wilson battled next door in battle
for third place. Bowman upset
Wilson, the top seed, while Flow-
ers knocked off Irwin, the two,
seed in the semis.

Flowers (23-2) was able to
keep things going in the finals
with a slim 3- victorz.

At 152, top sced Phil Bliss of
Brooke continued his dominance
of Steubenville’s David Babel.
Coming into their chamdpionship
bout Saturday, Bliss had alread
beaten fifth-seeded Babel (26-6)
twice on the season. Make it
three.

Bliss, who waon an OVAC fitle
at 140 a year ago, became the
fourth No. 1 seed to win a title,
when he stogped a bandaged up
Babel, 6-4. Babe! experienced a
((:):th above his eye in second peri-

OVAC runner-up.

Jared Williams got the Beavers
back on track moments later at
189 when he squeaked past
Wheeling Park's Cody Tominak,
the No. 2 seed. Williams, a three-
time placer, earned his first
OVAC title and the fifth one for
the top seeds Saturday.

Junior Adam Hoppel (20-1)
then locked things up for the
Beavers when he doubled up East
Liverpool’s Josh Stansbury, 4-2.
It was the third consecutive
OVAC title for Hoppel, the sixth
for a No. | seed and the third
individual title for the Beavers on
the day.

Stazisbury drogoped to 29-2 on
the season, with both losses com-
ing to Hoppel, a defending state
champion in Ohio.

In the final match, Union
Local's Koel Davia, the top-seed-
ed heavyweight, knocked off
Cambridge’s Michael Price 8-3.
Also a defending state champion
in Qhio, Davia was able to

reverse a recent trend against

Price in which he was beaten
twice in three matches.

Davia earned his first OVAC
title and the seventh for a top seed
on Saturday.

Notes

After more than 300 OVAC
champions from the past 50 years
of championship wrestling were
introduced to a standing ovation
as part of the tourney’s golden
anniversary celebration, Bellaire
St. Jonhn's was presented Bob
Sadler sportsmanship award.
Minutes later, West Liberty State
College wrestling coach Vince
Monseau was honored for his
many years and contributions. to
the sport of wrestling.

OVAC WRESTLING TQURNAMENT RESULTS

50th Annual OVAC Wrestling Tournamasst
OVAC Ovarall Taam Stondings
{at the Whesaling Civic Cantar}
Ovearall

Beaver Local 225; Brooke 196; Oak Glen
178.5; Buckeye Local 170; Monroe Central
137; Harrison Cantral 127; Wheeling Park
118.5; Indlan Creek 102.5; JJohn Marshall
101.5; East Liverpool 85; Meadowbrook 92.5;
Camaron 91.5; Shenandoah 90.5;
Steubenville 80; Martins Farry 87.5; Shady-
slde 87.5; Beltaire 82; Bellalre St. John's 78;
Barnesville 76; Unian Local 75; River 72;
Cambridge 64; St. Clairsvilla 62; Caldwvell 45;
Baallsville 39; Wellsville 36,5; Edison 36;
Staub. Central 30.5; Tyler Consolldatad 30;
Walrton Madonna 29; Woeir 28.5; Blshcg)
Donahue 9; Conotton Valley B.5; Magnelia

L1 1]
Tuam Scoring

AAAA .
Baaver Local 225; Brooke 196; Buckeys
Local 170; Wheeling Park 119.5; John Mar-
shall 101.5; East Liverpool 95; Steubanvilla
50; Cambridga 64; Edlson 36; Weir 28.5;

Dak Glen 178.5; Harrisan Cantral 127.5;
indlan Creek 107.5 Meadawbrook 82.5
Shenandoah 90.5 Martins Ferry 87.5; Bellaira
82; Barnasville 78; Unlon Local 75; St.
ﬁlaérsvllla 62; Tylar Consolidstsd 30; Magno-

L]

AA
Maonroe Central 178.5; River 72; Caldwell
45; Wallsvilla 36.5; SIBALIIJ. Central 30.6

Cameran 91.5; 5h ide 87.5; Bellalre St
John's 78; Beallsville 33; Weirtan Madonna
28; Bishop Donahuae 9; Conotton Vallay B5

af Champlonship
103; Rush (WF) d. Skoff IIREJL 7-1

112: Nicola (B5J) d. Huffman {Riv}, 5-2
113: Emery (HC) d. Humphray (WP}
125: Tucker {MF) p. McFarland (Bk), 3:01
130: Shaw {Bk) d. Hoppel (BvL), 18-5

135: Schuller (BuL} d. Mamane (MF), 9-2
140; Hoppel [BvL) d. Richey (JM), 14-10
145; Flowars {0G) d. Bowman (Bul.}, 3-2
152: Bliss (Bk) d. Babel (Stoub)}, 6-4
160: Bertollno (Bul of. Burkhart {Sha), 11-2
171; Dimmerling (MC) d. Willlams {BvL}, 54
13%?. Jarad Williams (Bvl) d. Tominzk (WP},
2

15: Hoppel (Bvl) Stansbury (EL)
HWT; Davia {UL) d. Prica {Cam}, 8-3

ChnrrT!onshl-p Hinals
103; Skoff {BSJ) d. Valles (WM) d,, 6-5; Hush
{WP) d. Shaw (Bk), 54, -
11Z Huffman (Riv} d. Hartle (JM), 20-5; Nico-
la (BSJ) d. Burgardner (WP}, 17-5.
119: Emary {HC) d. Saxton (Bul}), 6-3;
Humphrey (WP} d. Smith (Bk}, 4-2
126: Tucker {MF} d. Turnbull {Bul}, 8-2;
McFarland (Bk} d.
Andarson (Bar}, 4-3.
130: Hoé:pal {BvL) d. Johnston {IC), B-4, OT;
Shaw {Hk) d.
Browwn [MC), 5-1.
135; Schuller (Bul) d. Ferguson (MC), 7-2;
Mamone {MF) d. Mike Durbin {Bk}, 156-8.
140 Hoppel (Bvl} d. Bruca {Bell}, 8-4; Richey
JM) o, David Durbin (Bk, 12-8.
145; Bowman {Buk) d. Wilson {MC), 10-5;
Flowsrs (CG} d. Irwin (Sha), 3-1.
152 Bliss (BX) d. Wharton (QG), 10-2; Babet
(Steub) d, Shaw (BvL), 8-4, OT.
180; Bartolino (Bul) d. Schumacher (MC),
18-B; Burkhart (Sha) d. Mysrs [HC), 7-3.
171: Dimmarling {MC} d. Samsa (Sha}, 5-2;
Jordan Williama (BvL} d. Lyons (Steub}, 6-3.
188; Jared Williams (BvL) d. Potts {QG), 7-2;
Tominak (WP) p. Anonik (Bell), 5:19.
216; Stansbury (EL) p. Leach {Shen}, :41;
Hoppel (BvL} d. Whitehitl {OG), 18-1.
275: Prica {Cam} d, Carothers {HC), 3-1;
Davia {UL) d. Duvall {Bali}, 2-1, 20T,

3rd Place

103; Valles {(WM) d, Shaw {Bk}, 12-2
112: Gossett {UL) d, anf:al (BvL), 4-0
11%: Saxton {Bul) d. Smith {Brk}, 6-1

Former John

By JIM COCHRAN
For The News-Register

Ed Dugas played a big factor in
the lives of many John Marshall
High School student-athletes
during his 32 years as a teacher
and coach.

Included among this group
were some 400 wrestlers who
took to the mats in the Ohio Val-
ley Athletic Conference tourna-
ments.

Dugas, who served 18 years
as head wrestling coach at John
Marshall after spending 14 years
as an assistant to Bill Hinegard-
ner, was introduced to the fans at
the Wheeling Civic Center Satur-
day night as this year’s recipient
of the prestigious Mr. Mat
Award,

It is onlf\: fitting that Dugas be
presented his blue jacket as part
of the OVAC tournament's gold-
en anniversary event, as his 32
straight years as an OVAC
wrestling coach ranks as one of
the longest unbroken stints in
conference history.

Dugas coached 26 individual
OVAC champions, including
current John Marshall head

Marshall

,!"

Former John Marshall coach Ed D
Mr. Mat award by former Mr. Mat honorees Bill

right, and Larry Chambers.

coach Ed West and assistant
coach Paul Simmons.

Among the champions were
two who won OVAC titles 25
years ago — Greg Morris and

MR. MAT AWARD

Wrestling Coach Honored

125; Anderson {Bar) d. Turntwll (Bul), 4-2

130: Johnston {IC} p. Brown (MC), 4:03

135: Ferguson {MC) p. Durbln {(Brk), 4:28

148 Durbin (Bk) d. Bruce (Bell}, 8-3

145: Wilson {MC} d. Inwin (Sha), 7.2

162: Shaw (BvL) d. Wharton {OG), 8-7

160: Schumachsr (MC} p. Myers {HC), 2:43

171: Samsa {Sha) d. Green {EL}, 3-1

18%; Potts (OG) d. Antonlk {Bell}, 5-4

216: Frankhauser (Ed} d. Laach (Shan), 10-4

HWT: Carothers (HC} p. Haslam (Riv), 1:16
Sth Place

:';CAS: Lahotay (Mea) p. Cumptson {Cam),

41,
112; Hartla {JM} d. Bumgardner {WF), 6-5
119: Bates (EL} d. Roth (MF), 3-2
125; Cain (Maa} p. Mayla (IC), 455
13%: Mull (M) win by default
136: Yoders tCam)d.Aha:;?g. 146
140, Crosler {Steub) d. Hunkler (Barn}, 5-3
1458: Hannahs (Shent d. Pendlston {IC), 9-4
162: Bahmer {Bam} d. Hughas {(Cam), 8-4
160 Rinshart {(Shen) d. Hughes (iC}, 4-2
171: Lytns {Steub} d. Safsick (HC), 6-2
189; Howard {StC) won by injury default
215: Whitshill {OG) p. Huffman (HC), 2:08
HWT: Duvall (Bell} p, Wagner (BvL), 3:33

Tth Place

102: Duffield (EL) d. Mliker (OG), 7-5

112 Gonsau (0G) p, Grainer (Bk), 1:40

112 Maiko {BSJ) d. {Bvl.), B-4

125: Wright (OG) p. Bond (Cald}, 216

130; Mahan {OG) d. Backer (StC), 8-4

135; Mcintosh (OG) d. Phlilips (HC), 7-4

140 Whittington (0G} d. Wamar (Mea), 12-7
145; Davis {Bk) d. Lee (M), 7-2

152 Casey (Maa) p. Adkins {JM), 2:567

160; Stewart (Cam) d. Blavins (UL), 3-1

171: Starkey (IC) d. Moaks {StC), 3-2

18%9: Hom {Shen) d. Conrad (Mea), 2-1, 20T
215; Rossn [Riv} d. Hannahs 3-1, OT
P-IWT:DNauarmchwandar {StC) d. McGillian,
241, 2

Clay
Tucker

Zach
Schuller

David
Bertoline

Robh

{ Jared
Dimmerling

Williams

Koel
Davia

Adam
Hoppel

n by Art Limann
as, center, is presented the
inegardner,

Greg Lehasky.

Ironically, Dugas never
stepped onto a wrestling mat
until his college days as his high
school, Bishop Donahue, did not

field a team at that time,

The 1963 Donahue graduate
was an outstanding football play-
er and opted to continue his grid
career at West Liberty. Intrigued
by the sport. he also decided to
gfve wresthing a whirl,

As fate would have it, West
Liberty's head football and
wrestling coach at the time was
the legendary George Kovalick,

Kovalick was a driving force
behind the creation of the OVAC
Wrestling Tournament, coached
the first OVAC champion at
Bridgeport und wuy the first
recipient of the Mr. Mat Award,

oach "K" knew talent when
he saw it and, despite Dugas’
lack of experience on the mat,
believed the Marshall County
native had the makings of a pret-
ty %)Od collegiale wrestler.

ugas lived up to Kovalick's
expectations by earning All-West
Virginia Conference laurels in
both footbali and wrestling and
wound up qualifying for the
NAIA nattonal tournament in the
mat sport.

See, Mu. Mat, Page BS



WRESTLING PREVIEW

2003 50th Annual OVAC
Wrestling Tournament Seeds

103 Pounds

1 Anthony Valles, Waeirton
Madonna, 11th, 6-3; 2 Abble
Rush, Whesling Park, 9th, 20-
6; 3 Coray lemasters,
Caldwsll, 10th, 21-0; 4
Anthony  Duffleld, East
Liverpoal, 10th, 19-5; 5 Jared
Shaw, Brooke, 10th, 21-6; 6
Joe Skoff, St. Johns, 9th, 15-2;
7 Mike Lehotay,
Meadowbrook, 10th, 23-3; 8
Tim Compston, Cameron
L10th, 16-3.

112 Pounds -
1 Lucas Huffman, River, 12th
,21-0; 2 Mickey Nicola, St
Johns, 9th, 15-1; 3 Nate
Gossett, Union Locali, 11th,
21-3; 4 Justin Goneau, Oak
Glen, 12th, -12-5; 5 Luke
Hoppel, Beaver Local, 10th,
10-6; 6 Scott Bumgardner,
Wheeling Park, 12th, 9-3; 7
Jordan ~ Seidler, Monroe
Central, 11th, 11-8; 8 Josh
Greiner, Brooks, 12th, 16-6.
119 Pounds

1 Jesse Emery, Harrison
Central, 11th, 17-2; 2 Brian
Humphrey, heeling Park,

11th, 723-3; 3 Matt Smith,
Brooka, 11ih, 22-2; 4 Willle
Saxton, Buckeye Local, 8th,
16-6; 5 .Jake Bates, East
Liverpool, 12th, 15-7; 6 Brady
Roth, Martins Ferry, 10th, 9-3;

7 Kayne Melko, St. John's, 8th, -

15-5; 8 Paul McCoy, Beaver
Local, 9th, 10-6.

125 Pounds

1 Clay Tucker, Martins Ferry,
10th, 12-2; 2 Jarrod Anderson,
Barnesville, 12th, 22-1; 3 Ryan
Turnbull, Buckeye Local ,12th,
17-4; 4 Josh Hoover, Beaver
Local, 12th, 12-5; 5 Ben Cain,
Meadowbrook, 12th, 22-4; 6
Jonathan McFarland, Brooke,
11th, 22-3; 7 Tony Mals,
indian Creek, 12th, 12-5; 8
Chris Bond, Caldwsll, 11th,
15-5.

130 Pounds

1 Josh Johnston, Indian
Cresk, 12th, 21-2; 2 Braden
Shaw, Brocke, 11th, 26-1; 3
Aaran Brown, Monroe Central,
11th ,19-0; 4 Grant Hoppel,
Beaver Local ,10th ,11-3; 5
Kyle Mull, John Marshall, 12th,
23-3;: 6 John Petrozzi,
Buckeye Local ,12th, 12-8; 7
Jason Workman, River, 11th,
15-3; 8 Brandon McCort,
Bellaire, 10th, 16-6.

" 135 Pounds
1 Zack Schuller, Buckeye
Local ,9th, 12-3; 2 Mike

Burbin, Brooke, 11th, 24-2; 3
Mike Mamone, Martins Ferry,
12th, 18-1; 4 Ryan Ferguson,
Monroe Central, 11th ,17-6; 5
Jason Koontz, John Marshall,
11th, 18-5; 6 D. J. Yoders,
Cameron, 12th, 1B-4; 7 Jash

Wheelar, Steubenville, 11th,
19-8; 8 Sean Mclintaish, Oak
Glen ,12th, 17-3.

140 Pounds

1 Jared Hoppel, Beaver Local,
12th, 14-2; 2 David Durbin,
Brooks, 12th ,25-2; 3 Duslin
Richay, John Marshall, 10th,
24-1;" 4 Thad Croiser,
Steubenville, 11th, 24-7; 5
Srandon Bruce, Beligire, 12th,
16-1; 6 Todd Hunkler,
Barnesville, 11th, 21-1; 7 lan
Whittington, Oak Glen, 12th,
14-5; B8 Tony Warner,
Meadowbrook, 11th, 22-5.
145 Pounds

1 Christopher Wilson, Monroe
Central, 12th, 20-2; 2 Jesse
Irwin, Shadyslds, 11th, 19-0; 3
Stave Flowars, Oak Glen,
12th, 18-1; 4 Brock Bowman,
Buckeye Local, 11th, 19-1; 5
Vic Bologna, Harrison Central,
10th, 14-6; 6 Dana Davis,
Brooke, 10th, 24-3; 7 Zac
Pendlsion, Indian Creek, 10th,
15-9; 8 Matt Hannahs,

- Shenandoah, 11th, 17-4.

152 Pounds ‘

1 Phil Bliss, Brooke, 12th, 25-
1; 2 Jersmy Shaw, Beaver
Local, 12th, 9-1; 3 Chris Cass,
St, Johns, t1th, 9-3; 4 Jason
Bahmer, Barnesville, 11th, 21-
2: 5 David Babel, Steubenville,
11th, 23-8; 8 Matt Wharton,
Oak Glen, 12th, 14-5; 7 Jeff
Casey, Meadowbrook, 12th,
23-4: 8 Ken Baker, Harrison
Central, 12th, 17-6.

160 Pounds

1 David Bertolino, Buckeys
Local, 12th; 2 Luke Burkhardt,
Shadyside, 11th; 3 lIssac
Stewart, Cameron t1th; 4

- Kellen Hughes, Indian Creek,

11th; 5 Justin Myers, Harrison
Central, 11th; 6 Tyler
Schumacher, Monros Central,
12th; 7 Casey Rinehart,
Shenandoah, 12th; 8 Craig
Blavins, Union Local, 12th,

171 Pounds

1 Bobby Samsa, Shadyside,
11th, 21-0; 2 Jordan Willlams,
Beaver Local, 12th, 12-4; 3
Robby Dimmerling, Monrob
Central, 11th, 15-1; 4 Derek
Sefsick, Harrison Central,
12th, 21-2; 5 Chris Graen,
East Liverpool, 12th, 22-4; 6
James Lyons, Steubenville,
12th, 22-4; 7 Trent Starkey,
Indian Craek, 12th, 11-5; 8.

‘Josh Mesks, St. Clairsville,

12th 15-7.

189 Pounds )

1 Jared Williams, Beaver
Local, 12th, 19-2; 2 Cody
Tominack, Whesling Park,
11th, 25-2; 3 Scott Antonlk,
Bellalre, 10th, 20-3; 4 Cody

:Potts, Oak Glen, 10th, 16-3; 5

Josh Ewing, John Marshall,
11th, 20-5; 6 Daniel Howard,
St. Clairsville, 11th, 18-4; 7
John Hom, Shenandoah, 9th,
16-5: 8 Robert Oldfield; River,
12th, 14-7,

215 Pounds

1 Adam Hoppal, Beavar Local,
11th, 14-1; 2 Josh Stansbury,
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East Liverpool, 12th, 25-1;.3 ...

Codey Leach, Shenandoah,
11th, 18-2; 4 Bill Whitehill, Oak
Glen, 12th, 16-3; 5  Chris
Frankhauser, Edison, 12th, 8-
4; 6 Brandon Huffman,
Harrison Central, 12th, 11-6; 7
Brad Hannahs, Barensville,
11th, 13-9; 8 Bud Hercules,
Whaeeling Park, 11th, 21-6.
275 Pounds

Koel Davia, Union Local, 11th,
22-1; 2 Tony Carothers,

. Harrison Central, 12th, 20-0; 3

Matt Duvall, Bellaire, 12th, 23-
2: 4 Michael Price, Cambridgs,

12th, 5-1; 5 Scott
Neuenschwander, St.
Clairsville, 11th, 16-5; &

Patrick McGillian, Oak Glen,
12th, 17-2; 7 Waesley Haslam,
River, 10th, 14-6; 8 Andy
Fegal, Welr, 11th, 24-4.

MR. MAT

Continued from page B1

The hard-nosed youngter
began his grid career as a 165-
pound tackle but switched to
offensive guard for his final
three years.

His first match as a freshman
wrestler was against an opponent
from the University of Cincin-
nati, and deS}Jite his inexperience
he lost only 1-0.

Dugas began coaching
wrestling on a volunteer basis,
assisting Larry Chambers (a Mr,
Mat} at Union High School.

When John Marshall High

School opened its doors in Sep-

tember of 1968, Dugas was cho-
sen as an assistant coach in not
only wrestling but in football and
track. . .

Wrestling became the spart
which he liked the best, as (ilc
spent only six years as a tragk
coach, and 12 years in football
on the high school level, .

Dugas did return to West Lib-
erty as a football assistant affer
stepping down from the John
Marshall grid position.

As a respected mat assistant
of 14 years to Hinegardner (a
Mr. Mat in 1984), there was no
question who would pick up the
torch to carry on the highly suc-
cessful wrestling program when
Hinegardner decided to step
down,

When Hinegardner announced
that he was relinquishing the
wrestling position, he paid the
highest compliment to Dugas by
stating, "I never could have had a
finer man to work with than Ed
Dugas. -

I think we complemented
each other well. My weak points
have been his strong points."

The program under the tutelage
of Hinc\%ardner and Dugas won
four OVAC tournament titles
and had five runnerup finishes.
During a five year period, 1971-
76, the Monarchs won 41
straight dual meets,

e Monarchs durigf that 14-
year period were also ‘fhly suc-
cessful in state competition, win-
ning four championships.

hen Dugas assumed the
head wrestling position, named
as his assistant was Ed West,
who had been the head coach at
Moundsville Junior High School.

That first year of the Dugas-
West era resulted in the Mon-
archs winnin%ﬁi OVAC tourmna-
ment crown. The following year

THE TIMES LEADER » Wednesday, January 22, 2003 » Page 18

| Past OVAC tourney team
‘champs, coaches listed

1954 — Bridgeport, Gaorge Kovalick,
1955 - Bridgeport, George Kovalick.
1856 — Bridgepart, George Kovalick.
1957 -- Bridgeport, George Kovalick,
1958 — Bridgaport, George Kovallck.
1959 - Bridgeport, George Kovalick.
1960 — Bridgeport, George Kovalick.
1961 -~ Martins Farry, John Vrotsos.
1982 -- Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos.
1963 — Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos.
1964 -- Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos.
1965 - Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos,
1986 — Martins Farry, Jehn Vrotsos.
1967 - Mariins Farry, John Vrolsos.
1968 -- Martins Ferry, Art Hehr.

1969 — 5t. John Central, Joseph Bates.
1970 — Wheeling Central, John Hibbert,
1971 -- §t. Jehn Central, Dennis Bowman.
1972 - John Marshall, Bill Hinegardner.
1973 -- John Marshall, Bill Hinegardner.
1974 -~ John Marshall, Bill Hinegardner.
1975 - Warwood, Eric Carder,

1876 -- Welrton, Charles Murray.

1977 -- John Marshall, Bill Hinegardner.
1978 -- Wheeling Park, Eric Carder. -

1979 — Whesling Park, Erlc Carder.
1980 - Steubenville, John Craig.
1981 -- Cadiz, John Stephenson.
1982 - Steubenville, Jnﬁn Cralg.

. -1883 — John Marshali, Ed Dugas.

1984 — Steubenville, John Craig.
1985 -- Bamesville, Darrell Davis.
1986 — East Livel
1987 — Steubenville, John Craig.
1988 — East Livel
19882 -. Steubsnviile, Buzz Evans.

ool, Nick Trombetta.

00l, Nick Trombetta.

1990 -- Wheeling Park, Buzz Evans.
1991 - Oak Glen, Lamny
19592 - Steubenville, John Craig.

1893 — Martins Ferry, Jeff Oberdick.-
1894 -- Wheeling Park, Buzz Evans.
1895 - Steubenville, Rick Camilletti.
1856 — Buckeye Local, Dan Doyle.

1597 - Buckeya Local, Dan Doyte.

1998 -~ Martins Ferry, Jeff Oberdick.
1999 - Martins Farry, Joff Oberdick.
2000 - East Liverpool, Scott Heimstra, -
2001 - East Liverpool, Scolt Helmstra.
2002 -- Oak Glen, Larry Shaw.

Shaw.

the Monarchs were runners-up.

Fifty-eight grapplers qualified
for state competition durin;f'
Dugas' tenure and there were 3
state champicns, including West
and John Marshall's other current
assistant, Ted Zervos, who won
two titles,

It was an honor for Dugas to
have coached Will Kovalick to a
state championship in 1977.
Will was the son of the man who
was so instrumental in getting
Dugas into wrestling and coach-
ing. -

Dugas was respected by
opposing coaches and officials
for his competitive fire and
knowledge of the sport. He regu-
larly attended clinics to keep
abreast of mile changes and was a
regular at the national coliege
tournaments.

Dugas expected his athletes to
take wrestling seriously, whether
it was during practice or during a
matc.

He also expected them to be
well-mannered and respectful to
their o;zgoncnts, ol%gosing coach-
es and the match official,

Gary Zelinski, Dugas’ college
roommate and best man at his
wedding, was pleased to learn of
his friend's honor.

"Ed was nlways very competi-
tive like Coach Kovalick," said
Zelingki, "even to the point at
times of being a little headstrong,

"He was very quiet in college.
In fact, when he went out for
wrestling he never mentioned it
to anyone.

"I'm very (Pleased to call Ed
my friend and I'm sure the feel-
ing is mutual. We’ve remained
friends for nearly 40 years."

When Dugas retired, he said
he planred to spend much of his
time ﬁshinF as he grew up in
Moundsville near the Chio
River.

However, his wife, Mar
Jean, said he hasn't found muc
time to be an angler as he keeps
himself busy around the house
3:15 visiting with his grandchil-

n,

He still attends nrany
wrestling matches throughout the
year, and tan be heard at Hmes
calling out instructions from the
stands to John Marshall
wrestlers.

The Dugas' are the parents of
three grown children and the
grandparents of four,



Begins

By JIM ELLIOTT

Staff Writer
If the first doy of the 50th

anniversary of the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Wrestling
_Tournament is any indication,
the event truly is shaping up to
be golden.

ings began as Cameron’s

Jim Potts, the dean of OVAC
wrestling coaches,

WRESTLING  Was awarded a

plaque during
NDTEBDDK opening cere-
monies for his out-
standing contribution to hi%h
school wrestling over the last 33
years. Potts, a 12-time OVAC
Coach of the Year, has a career
record of 315-81-3.

And then, it was decision
time.

Weirton Madonna’s Anthony
Valles, the top seed at 103, set
the tone early, pinning Bellaire’s
Chauncy Green in 1:47, as it
was the first match that finished
Thursday, just one of the many
standout accomplishments dur-
ing the tourney’s first day.

First-round upsets

The first seeded wrestler to
fall was Beaver Local's Luke
Hoppel (112), who was upset by
Chaz Clark of Bamesville, 12-4.

Oak Glen's Shane Wright
recorded a 6-4 decision over
Indian Creek’s Tony Mayle -
the No. 7 seed at 125, Minutes
later in the 130-pound match,
Jessie Mahan continued to help
the Golden Bears’ cause when he

ulled off an upset of River’s
ason Workman, the No. 7 in
that class.

Another upset in the 130-
pound class featured Jake Becker
of 8t. Clairsville turning away
]23ellaire‘s Brandon McCort, 11-

In what proved to be the
longest match of the evening,
Buckeye Local’s Erick Wagner
outpointed Weir’'s Andy Fegal,
2-1in overtime, Wagner won the
toss, chose bottom, and scored a
point with an escape as time
wound under 20 seconds.

East Liverpool’s Shaun Green
was able to pick up some points
for the Potters as he worked his
way past Josh Ewing, the No. 5
seed at- 189, ‘

In a 189-pound match that
was re-bracketed, Meadow-
brook’s Derek Conrad deci-
sionacd River's Robert Oldfield,
10-3.

Top secd updates

River's Lucas Huffman, No,
1 at 119, recorded a technical
fall at 2:47 with a score of 23-8
over Steubenville Central's
Bobby Morris.

Martins Fcn?r’s Clay Tucker,
the top seed at 125, wasted litile
time with Bellaire's Bruce Swal-
lie, pinning him at 3:50. Tucker
won the 103-pound champi-
onship in last year’s tourney.

Brooke’s Phil Bliss, n cham-
pion at 140 last year who is now

wrestling at 152, recorded a fall”

over River's David Datuliak in a
workman-like 56-seconds.
Harrison Central’s Jesse
Emery needed no mote than the
first period to nail down Bishop
Donahue’s Grant White.
Buckeve Local’s two No. 15
— David Bertolino (160) and
Zack Schuller {(135) — each
breezed in their first-round
matches. Schuller, a freshman,
recorded a technical fall over
Indian Creek's Shane Walters.
Bertolino, a defcndin% champion
at 160, recorded a fall over Mag-
nolia’s Adam Zuker in 1:47.

Please See GOLDEN, Page 26
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Buckeye Local's Zach Schuller shoots in on Indian Creek’s Shane Walters during thelr 135-pound match Thursday at
the OVAC Wrestling Tournament, Schuller won by technical fall.

Oak Glen, Brooke, Monroe,
Cameron pace respective -
classes at OVAC Classic

By JIM ELLIOTT
Staff Writer
The first duy of the 50th Annual Chio
Valley Athlefic Conference Wrestling
Tournament is in the books, and the,
defending champion Oak Glen Golden
Bears thus far have enjoyed every chapter.
Swecping through each and every one
of their matches — with six pins and
eight decisions — Oak Glen (47 points)
grabbed a five-point lead for the overall

title over top contenders Brooke (42}

Beaver Local (41) during first-round
action Thursday at the Wheeling Civic
Center.

Second-round action gets underway at
11 a.m. today, highlighting second-round
championship matches and first;and sec-
ond-round consolation matches.

The Bears benefited from wins from
guys who were expected to win like third-
seeded Steve Flowers, who recorded a
technical fall over Wheeling Park’s Jim
Zink, 22-7, in the third period of their
match. And, they got a few pleasant sur-
prises from guys who weren't, the seed-
ings said.

Both Shane Wright (130) and Jesse
Mahan pulied off upsets for Oak Glen.
Wright decisioned Indian Creek’s Tony
Mayle, a seventh-seed, and Mahan sur-
prised River's Jason Workman, also a sev-
enth-seed.

Harrison Ceniral, led by Jesse Emery's
in of Bishop Donahue’s Grant White,
ound itself 1n second-place behind the

Golden Bears in the OVAC Class-AAA
standings with 32 points, two ahead of
record-setter Josh Johnston and Indian
Creek.

Brooke, the leader in Class 4-A after
one day, ﬂ)t a lot of its work done quick-
ly. Both Mike and Dave Durbin recorded

Bears Take Lead

pins in under a minute, spearheading an
evening that featured nine Green and Gold

ins, which were able to offset four Bruin
05Ses.

“*We thought would be in the to
three,”* Brooke coach Joe Erlewine said,
““We were pretty pleased.””

Erlewine was especially pleased with
the work of 112-pounder Josh Greiner,
who was seeded eighth, but faced a diffi-
cult challenge in East Liverpool’s Matt
Walker,

“‘“We were hoping he'd, come
through,”” Erlewine said, “‘and he did.”

Phil Bliss, Brooke’s lone top seed,
muscled his way to a 56-second pin of
River's David Datuliak,

Beaver Logal enfoyed many impressive
falls, but were forced to watch as Luke
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Bellaire St. John's James Huff and Monroe Central's Jared Ward, top, lock up
during action of their 125-pound bout at the OVAC Wrestling Tournament.

Hoppel was upset by Barnesville’s Chaz
Clark 12-4 in a 112-pound match.

Behind No. 1 seed Christopher Wilson,
Monroe Central, with 23 points, secured
an eight-point lead over Caldwell in Class
AA action. '

Third-seeded Aaron Brown helped the
Seminole cause with a pin of East Liver-
pool’s Dean Hotmbeck.,

In Class A action, Cameron grabbed a
nine-point lead over Shadyside and Bel-
Inire St. John's, '

* D.I. Yoders needed just 38 seconds to

spark Cameron. Two-seed Jessic Irwin

was a catalyst for Shadyside with a three-

glus minute pin of East Liverpool’s Ron

cott. Second-secded Mickey Nicoia

pinned Bellaire's Rich Heslop in a 112-
pound match to key the Irish.

b




Golden

{Continued from Pape 21)

Beaver Local’s Jare Holllnpe]
heiped Union Local's Zachary
Compston find more of the mat
that he wanted, and quickly too.
The top seed at 140 recorded &
pin in just eight seconds.

Chris Wilson, Monroe Cen-
tral's 145-pound defending
champion, recorded a fall at
2:45in his match with Nick
Koon of Magnolia,

TUnion Local's Koel Davia, a
returning Ohio Division II
champion and the top seed at
275, needed just 13 seconds to
gin Martins Ferry’s Bobby Kit-

e

Shadyside’s Bobby Samsa
kept things goin%l as he I(Is»im:led
Barnesville's Shawn King at
1:27, to end their 171-pound
match, .

Beaver Local's Adam Hopel,
a returning champ at 215,
recorded a fall over Magnolia’s
Adam Hoppel in 36 seconds.
Teammate Jared Williams need-
ed just 47 seconds to hold down
Brooke’s Justin Younciak at

"~ 189,
Records
Indian Creek’s Josh John-
ston, the top seed at 130, set a
school record after decisioning
Matt Hale of Steubenville for

his 107th career victory. -
Quick Work -

Beaver Local's Jared Hop-

1, No. 1 at 140, dispatched of
nion Local's Zachary Comp-

ston in the blink of an eye, as he
recorded a fall in just eight sec-
onds.

Brooke's Mike Durbin, No. 2
at 135, pinned Cambridge’s
Clay Teaque in a mere 23 sec-
onds, A while later, his brother
David needed just six more sec-

“onds to smother Tyler Consoli-
dated’'s Rob Martin at 140.
David also entered the tourney
as a No. 2 seed.

Wheeling Park’s Abbje
Rush, the No. 2 seed at 103,
blanked opponent Rashade
Stevenson of Steubenville in 28
seconds.

‘D.J1. Yoders helped Cameron
et off to its usual solid start, as
e pinned Weirton Madonna's

Chris Mikula in 38 seconds in
135-pound action.

JTohn Marshall’'s Kyle Mull,
the No. 5 'seed at 130, pinned
James White of Harrison Cen-
tral in sub-minute fashion, need-
ing just 50 seconds to get things
done. Teammate Dustin Richey
followed that up with a.19-sec-
ond pin of Cambridge’s Jake
Garvin in 140-pound action.

"""—.___________-——-—_———__JF ,
OVAC Meet Truly for Everyone

By JIM ELLIOTT
Staff Writer

The finishing touches have
been applied to the Wheeling
Civic C%nter for the 50th playing
of the Ohio Valley Athletic Con-
ference Wrcstling ‘Tournament,
which opens at 6 p.m. tonight
with an Olympic-style ceremony,
and continues through Saturday.

The building, which will play
host to more than 850 wrestiers,
may or ma{/not be as glamorous
as Ohio’s Value City Arena or
Huntington’s Civic Center, but
‘the tournament it hosts can go a
long way toward ensusing more
aren folks can make that determi-
nation for themselves.
- As far as Oak Glen wrestlin
coach Larry Shaw is concerned,

state competition like the OVAC.

“‘For us, to be thrown in that
environment is a t%lrf:a.t prepara-
tion for us down the road in the
state wrestli%% tournament,’
Shaw said. ‘“That’s great for
our kids. We use it too.”’

Shaw's Golden Bears
won the OVAC toumey
last year for the first
time in 11 years, which i
helped * them turn
around weeks later and
win their sixth consecu- "%
tive W.Va. Class A-AA
state title,

As Shaw points out, the Bears
don’t continue to win things like
that on reputation — that would
be nice — they do it because
they use things like the OVAC
tourney as a learning tool.

Shaw says, “{ou have to learn. If
losing a match here and there -
we’ll haVe kids with seven or
eight losses throughout the sea-
son. If that helps you learn, that’s
good. That's what we want.
> “*Qur records aren’t
always going to be the
. best records — that's
QK. There’s a price
k you've gol to pay to
get to the top.”’
For years, the Bears
have been on top.
And the intense com-
tition of the OVAC tourney
is a big reason why. .
For Ohio teams, the scenaria 15
a little different.
With the advantage of havin
nine seeded wrestlers — includ-
ing three No. 1s — Beaver

no tourney prepares young

wrestlers for the bright lights of “‘In order to be the best,’

' Local is a pretty good pick to

make a strong showing in
Wheeling over the weekend.

Does that mean, even on their
best day, that the Beavers could
break tKe top 5 in Ohio’s Divi-
sion 11 final standings, where the
numbers are so much greater?

Last year, Beaver Local fin-
ished 12th in the state, more
than 110 points back of St. Paris
Grahom. All of that came after
the Beavers managed a second-

tace finish overall in the
VAC tourney. They won the
4-A title,

Beaver Local coach Rich
Wright still thinks it helps.

**It helps you get prepared,”’
Wright said, “‘because it's such a
big event. There is a lot of good
competition there."’

Piease See OVAC, Page 22

OVAC

{Continued from Page 19)
For some, it’s as big as it gets.
That’s why it’s not surpnsing
to hear folks like Ron Mauk, the
tournament's director for 23
years, siys he gets cold chills
during the opening ceremony.
Imagine what it does to a kid
who may not be the most gifted
athlete the sport has ever seen,
but still is able to enjoy such an
experience, if only once?
Tourney notes
Preliminary and first-round
matches begin at 6:30 p.m.
tonight. Things get underway at
11 a.m. Friday with second-
round matches, along with first-

and second-round consolation
tilts, At 5 p.m., championshi
quarterfinal and third-and fou
round consolation matches are
slated. Championship semifinal
and fifth-round consolation
matches begin at noon Saturday.

After a celebration of past
champions and an awards cere-
mony, the first-, third, fifth,- and
seventh place matches will fol-
low at 6:30 p.m. The champi-
onship matches will be televised
live by WTOV-9,

Tickets are $5 for adults and
%3 for students. Single tickets for
the championship finals are $7
for adults and $ for students.




Going for the pin

Johri Marshall's Kyle Mull goes for the' pin a
their 130- pound match Thursday at the OVAC
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ainst Harrison Central's James White during
restling Tournament. Mull gained the pin.

Mr. Mat Recipients

1976 — George Kovalick,
Bellaire Athletic Director.
1977 -- Bill Van Horne, Sports
Editor, Wheeling News Register.
1978 -- John Vrotsos, Martins
Ferry High School.
1979 - Rlcharcl1 Edge,
Springfield High Schoo
lgﬁogf-- George Wally, John
Marshall Athletic Director
1981 - Bob Hedmond,
Steubenville Athletic Director.
1982 -- Paul Crago, Marshall
County Schools.
1983 -- Dr. Vincent Monseau,
West Liberty State College.
1984 -- Biil Hinegardner, John
Marshall High School.
1985 -- Dennis
Bellaire High School.
1986 -- Ronald Mauck, Brooke
High School.
1987 -- Eric Carder, Wheeling
Park Athletic Director.
1988 -- Dave Kovalick,
. Barnesville High School.
' 1989 -- Steve Kish, Bellaire

Bowman,

High Scheol.

1990 -- Carl Fodor, Hancock
County Schools.

1991 -- Dr. William Welker,
warwood Middle School.

1992 -- Larry Deaton, Martins
Fe

19[‘91% —- John Stephenson, Cadiz

High School. .
1994 -- Joe Bates, Woodsfield -
High School. o
1995 - Bob Bruney, Martins
Ferry High School. ,
1996 -- Lamry Chambers, -
Moundsville Junior High.

1997 -- Gary Davis, Beallsville
High School.

1908 -- Cal Pokas, Martms
Ferry Times Leader.

1999 -- Tom Lackman,
Jefferson Union.

2000 -- Ed “Buzz” Evans,
Wheeling Park.

2001 - William McEldowney,
Wheeling.

2002 -- John Craig, Indian
Creek

outn UVAL vvrestuing
Tournament Results

OVERALL TEAM SCORING — Oak Glen,
47; Brooke, 42, Beaver Local, 41; Hamson
Gentral, 32 fndian Creek, 30; Buckaye
Local, 27.5; Cameron, 27; John Marshall,
26,5, Maadowbroak, | 255 Shanandoah
25.5; Monroe Central, 23; Eas Uverpool
21; &t. Clairsvllle, 21; Slaubanvina. 21;

Wheailng Fark, 20 Bellalre, 18.5;
Shadysiga 18 'st. John Gantra), 18;
Bam Baallsvilla 15; Caldwall

lo 5: Martins Ferry 14.5
Wellsvll!a 13.5; WBIr. 12; Aiver, 11,5;
Cambridgs, 17; Staubanvilla Gentral, 10}
Tyler, 1 Ediaon, 8; Welr Madunna 8

%gnoll 2

Brnnke. 42; Beaver Local, 41; Buckeya
Local, 27.5; John Marshall, 6.5; East
Liverpool, 21; Steubanville, 21; Whasling
F'a:k 20; wg{r 12, Cambridge. 11; Edison,

A

Qak Glen, 47; Harrison Central, 32; Indlan
Cresk, 30; Maaduwbronk b.5;
Shenandosh, 26.5; St. Glalraville 21;
Eallﬂllra15193 F.:larna;vllle. 1184% L_i{nllnn
ooa artine arry ylar
g?qmokdatad. 10; Magnalia, 2.

Monroe Central, 23; Caldwell, 15;
Wallaviita, 13.5; Rivar, 11.5; Steubenvilie
C%ntlal 18,

Camaron ZT Shaﬁsldﬂ 16; St John's,

Baallsvil
VAT FIFIST P HOUND AEAULTS!
103 -- Anthony Vallea (Welr Madonna)
pinned Chauncey Graen (Eallalra) 1:47;
Anthow Dutfiald (E. Livar &pinne
Justin Krulock (Unlon Localfo1 Jared
Shaw (Brooke)sglnned Jasalca Pack
ﬁyle{ 14; Jos ned K
&:‘ Abb\la Flush (Park
Einnad ashada Stavanson (Btaub), :28;
ddle Mercer {Wellavllle) pinnad Justln
Turnbull (Buckeye Luca), 3:28; Tim
Cumpsten (Camaron) tach falled Jal'l'Trlgg
Shadysida), 15-0; Miks Lehota
Maadowbrook ) pinned Bryan Seammeall
d b 3.17; Elrandun Mlllar (Oak Glan)
Bﬂ

ustin augaa
Darrick Gaudill
&Bamasvllte). 14-6; H -} Marlln {In gla
raek} plnned John Coy (|MF) 6:14;
Coray LaMas:ar (Caldwallr nned Zane
d’{East Liverpool), 1:10.

- Lucas Huﬂmag (Fllvar) lach lajlad

(dohn Marahel) p innacl an Earig

g]ambrldga), 1:15; Justin Gunaau (Oa

tan) pinned Ttm N rb(a Slﬂubrferévgge
Bumgardner n

Wabb (Gunotton Valley), 1:14; Jnalyl

Greinar Bruuke dec, Matt Walker ﬂE

Liverpool}, 3-1; Chaz Clark {Barmaesvitle)

dac. Luka Huppel (Baavm) 12-4; Nata
Gosset {(Unlon anag Inned’ Cols

Helmzma Tyler}, 1:5 Icka Nicole
F‘bh) y ), 2:30;

Jmla !ama

(Harrlson). 14—4 Jualin h (Caldwam

nnad Brandon Antill {Cameran), 4:34,
118 -- Jasse Emery (Harrison} pinnad
Grant White (Bishop Donahusa), 1:40; Paul

McCo Baﬂver Inned Brad Bartubin
Cambridge), 6; Jake Bates (East
ivarpeol

plnned ZRc Hlxanbau%h
(Madonna}, 2:34; Kayna Melko (SJC)
ginnad Steven Jones ( a;lar), 47, Matt
mith (Brooke) pinne th Hosen
{Monroa), :49 Dave Gianessi (BWeIr)
inned Jasse King (Camaron), 3:4
lass (Oak Glen pinnad ony émall
Staubanville), 17, Willle Saxton
Buckeye Local) plnnad Jarad Booth
Bellalre), :68; Lee Doyle (JME pinnad
had Byera( lvar), 1:16; Mait Brown
Baallsvilla) dec. avid Harz (Staub
antral}, 15-4; Hyan Crum (Caldwefl dac
Anthony Nicholas (GV), 14-2; Kng
Shenandosh) dec. Marvin ansun
Meadowbrook), 12-0; Brady Floth éMF)
tech falled Gasser r (IC
Hurns)hray F‘ark) plnned N ck Dberdlck

25 — Cla TuckaréMF) pinned Bruce
Swallie (Ela Ben Caln
Maaduwhrnok) plnnad Shawn Glllette
Steub. Central), 1:12; Jonathan
:Farland (Brooka) nned Rich
lck (Wellsvilia), 1:40; Josh Hoover

gsaava_l) pinned Paul mmons (M), 3:31;
an Turnbull (BMJ Innad Erlc ﬁuzak

na

gr 52, ha
oy Mayle Schm anbach
Shenandoah David Ellawu

43; Jarrod rmn(Elamas sﬂ
Kavlnslcmram (Edison), 1:28; Emd lyeau
sBanI o) dec. N 1 O'Nell Gamaron)
5-7; Jamaa Huif {SJC) dec, Ward

Monroe Centea Y 4-1; Ghrls Banal
Caldwell) pinned Jefemiah Webb
Canotion}, 2:48.

30 -- Josh Johnston (Indian Craek)
nned Matt Hale (Steubenville), 5:01; Kgaa
uII (JM} plnnad amas Whﬂa {HC

n Brown (M
EL 438 Grant Hoppsal {Beaver) pinnad
) (Staub. anlras 3 BB)EII'dBn
Baadla ﬁ ellsvllla) plnnad Chrls Davis
Caldwal 32; F'atrozzl {Buckeys
ocal) nnad Bratt Bavlns( nlon Local)
231, B"Y Hughes {Cameron) tech la!lad
Blily Henthorn {Magnolia), 26-11: Jessle
Mahan {Oak Glen) dac, Jason Workman
(Hlvad) 8-2; Braden Shawn (Brooke}
Inne E\ran Lalihan (Park}, 4:30; Cory
Inned Tom C tar
(SJC 1 49 Nala ur%(Maﬂdc k)
y default aver M
Backar (S1.C) dec. Brandon cCort
(Bellalre), 11 ; Mike F! {Cembridge)
dac. Jason Janes Manlns ), 11-2:

135 -- Zack Schuller (Bucke nTlec:h falled
Shaun Watters {IC), 4 rtosh
{Oa Glan) glnnad .John Wilsun (Uniun
ocal), Yoders (Gamaeran)

Inny Chrls Mikula {(Welr Madonna}, :38;
hawn Dunn (Eauvart)'gslnnad Ty Iar Lova

Meadawhrook Justin ' Cateldo
{\;’Vellsvllla) _Flnnad Nick' Zambon (Staub,
antral)

04, John Walker 11Eaai
LivarpouLpInned Isalah Richle (Tyler),
15; Jos Lauanar 5t.C) pinned Tony
Vila (Ma nolla), 1; Mika Abare
sEeaI!sviII n Perko (Beflalra),
Josh Whealsr (Steubenv Ila)glnnad
onlca Pa naBéParl-() 34, Ban hillips
{Hamison) p“1 J 1Edtson)
:15; Georga Mikies ‘John arahal)plnn
Zach Hlé:p {Caldwaell), 3:07; Mike Mamone
Etla King (Bamaavll!_l)
ike urbin ooke pn
Cambridge rock
Shanandua ) Inned Brandnn Varner
Welr), 5 07; Ayan Fergueon (Monioe
B%ntral) Jacob Lackman {Shadysids),

140 -- Jared Hoppel (Beaver) Innad
Zacha Compsion (Uninn Lacah)

arner {Meadowbrook) plnn a

Slacy (Wallsville}, :41; Brandon Bruce

gﬁaﬂalre) pinned Mika as (Harison),

:67: Jesse Young (Weir) pinnad Tyler

Schorr (Bishop Donahus}, 2:23; Dustin

. Richay (JM} plnned Jake Garvin

Cambridge), :18; Josh Whlpk;
Camamm? nned Abs Winter {Rlver :2
l%ht (Welr Madurrna? dec.
or an( ) 5-2; lan Whittington ( ak '

Su ned Kils Bayne Steub. Gamral),
1 52 Frollind

dg &! Nathan
Smith { hananduah) avid Durbln
s_hrooke) plnned Rob Martln (Tyler), :29;

ad Crosler (StLeubanvlllﬂ dac Albert

Phill
a%%au‘la) dec. Brad Hrooks S1.C), 8

odd Hunkisr (Bameavma {ach fauad
Tylar Butlar {East Live 16-0; Luke
Warran (MF) dec. Zach Ls (F'ad(). 15-

145 — Chris Wilson (Monroe} pinned
Koon ﬁMagnoIla 2:45; Dale Ferall St
Clairaville) dec. Alan Buzzard (Wallaville),
10-1; Mait Hennahs (Shenandoah dec
Andre Dudlay (Steubanvlila), 14-8; Vic
a {Hamiscn) pinned Gordon Walker
(Camitiidge), 1:13; Joe Bellanca (Beaver}
inned _Jlmmy Jones (Boalleylils), 3:39;
rock Bowman (Buckaye Local) planed
Justin LaForrest (Cameron), 2:44; Adam
Weaklag&nTylar dec Adem Canella
R Steve Flowers Oﬂk
len) tach falled Jim Zink (Park},
Alex Lee (JM} dec. Robby leon
(Bamaavll!a). 12-4: Dana Davis (Brooka}
Inned Mike Marlco (Weir), 3:32; Zac
gendaltun {[9)] ‘?Inned Jagon Harper
{Celdwsll), 5:03; Jasss lrwin (S hadya a)
pinned Ron Scott (Enst learpoolh
Josse Jonss (Fangf) dec. Josh ayﬂ)n
dowbrook

Maa

g52 -- Phil Bliss (Brookar’ anned David
Datkuliak (H[var]. : {Osk
Glan) dp nnad hubbla Floaalter
(Shanan oah). 1.07; Goray Adk!na JM}

anasal , 18-3;

Polvarlnl (Sieub Gamralgp nned Chris
Benadlct {(Monroa), 3:03; Jaff Gaaay
LMBadowbrook) tach failed Darln Kma

Rick Brawar

Magnolla L.’ZE-? Chila Casa (S4C

dam Glbson (Park) 5 01 Kan Baker
Hﬂrrisun? plnned Ban Ray (Gam a),
:45; Malt Saxion (Buck%ye Lc:uc:r;uhEl
Luke Sulek ‘Ballalre). David Bable
Steubenville) - dec. Casay Hughes
Camaron), 3-1; Jason Wright {Sha
inned Mark McCourt( dison),

anm{ Ollver (IG) deo Jon Kinnay
Baal svilla) -2; Jason Bahmar

&) dec, Luke Bumbico {Ferry), 5

Jaram Shaw {Baavar) dec, Jasnn

Ftamiolgl

avid Eerlnllno (Bucke a} plned

Adam Zuker (Magnolia), 7, James

Beach (Etaub)_|p nned WIII Marroulls

(Edison), 5:17; Tyler Kinzy (Baallsvllie}
Comy Archer (East leerpoo}). 12-4;

Eﬁa High sc:am T) P;r thuamn Beitar

Donahua), 1:27; acher
Monrae) glnned Aamn Carter ﬁEast

2; Craig Blevins (UL pnnad
Adam peaca (Brooke), 2;16; Mike
Hepburn (Bsllaire} pinnd ‘Aaron
Montgomery {Staub, Cantral), 1:44, Isaac
Stewart (Cameron) pinned Juslin

Provenzano {F 1:01; Kellen Hughea
Indian Cra(eka)";]nned Josh Rosaiter
Maadnwbrauk 1:60; Russell Kochar
Iver) pinnad wis Norris {Baaver Local),
46 Justin Myers (Hamison) pinned Shawn
Simmnns( M), 1:05; Casa{ Rinehart
&Shenandoah) tach failed Wick Toth {EL
), 15-0; Bam Gleseka (Tglarg plnn
Jessa Mastrovic (Park
Jackson (Waileville) dac. Davld' Jnnos
(C-umrlon) 6-2; Garrett Aafing {Oak Glen)

Ma none (Walr}, 15-5; Luke
Bumrg?gf {Sh adyalda gr\l,naé Jesse Kelly

71 --Elobby Samsa (Shadyside plnrrad
Shawn King iBarnaavllle) 1:27; Vince
Pittman {Bealisviila) pinned Zack Moote
{JM), 5:49; Jogh Mesks (St,C.} pinned
John Baamar (Conotton), 1:54; Chris
Graen {East Liverpool) dac. Nathan
Loughran (Brooke), 18-5; HRobb
Dfmmanlng (Monmal pinned Shane G
g:aet’:w}é 4DBGRE:us y McVay (UL) dec,

5; Sean
McGuIra Steub. Cantral Inn Aaron
Owlng (WL 1*06 Rhatt I‘vﬁnﬂm

[a 24-12; JamesL
B‘Steub)

arak Bfalck (Harriaon) p&nnac) Tndd
Krasavac {Park), .36, Trent Starkay (IC)

pinned Jimmy olmlok (Maqnolla

Adam Cooper {Camarcn) plnne
White T%_Iar). 3:12; Jardan Williarna

{Beaver, ned Dan Bsiler {Donahus).

189 -- Jared Wiilliams (Beaver) pinned
Justin uciak (Bmd(a), 4TMShaLu1 GfBEI'I
avld Floss Staub pinned Jg?m Eklnnar
(Baalsvilla) tt Antontk (Beflalre)
ach faliad Sleva Blaka {Camsron), 18-2;
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: ; on Banadict
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SMeadowhrook) dec. Hobert Oldiield

Rlvar), 10-3; Adam Cowser (Indian Creak}
dac, John Orini (Slaub Can al), 4-2;

215 -- Adam How: Baaver&&:innad

agn

8)

Tommy Yoho { olla)

HarculasS (:l.

EGanotton B Btandon Buvlna Inclla)n
18]

EF i1t Glon) ta
1:57; Bili Whliehill (Osak Glen) 1ach falled
oehler (Baalisvilia), :21; Ben Lova
aadowbrou inned Jared Mosti
Steub. Cantral), 3:31; Josh Stansbury
Sah ngpmhﬂmw&a Gggg,'_g;
I} N eac ena
Inned Jared Chandier (Cambridga), 2:37,;
rad Hannahs (Bamﬁsvllle) Blnnﬂd Brign
Fisher (Wellsville), 1:31; Dick Soland
gBeIIaIrB) plnnsd att Elson (Camarun)
eg é ooka) pinned ned David
Hart' (Caldwall) §; Brandon Hufiman
sHarriann) planed Erlan Tibbs {Buckeye)
:03; Chrls Fankhauser (Ediaon) p|nnad
Mike' Bart] ay (Walr),
275 - Kual avls (Unlon Lucai) pinned
Kittle {Marlins Ferry), :13; Maurkce
Hlnss {Indlan Cresk lJ:vtnn ad Lucas
Shanandnah 2:02; Luke Shepherd
ler) pinned Wea Folly {Donahus), 1:25;
atrlck McGllllan (Oak Glen) won b
daefault over Bruno Manypen
Derrlzk Molnar SEIruu J p nnad Kavln
Stokes (Magnoila), Matt Duvall
Bellalre}) ‘plnned Miks  Snyder
Steubenville) 1:43; Michasl Prlce
Cambrldge) pinned C.J. Mont omery
Steub. Canirael), :44; C.J. Manning
Camesron) gnnad Kevin Staub (Park)
:24; Tony Carothers (Harr!aonL pinn
Jetamiah Scharsr (Meadowbrool
Jaremiah Hlinnemman (Edlaon } nneu:l Bul
Beebout {Beaver), 2:68; Erick Wagner
Buckaya) dac Andy Fagal (Weir), 2-1
T.; Wasl GJ Haslam ﬁqlver) plnns
Stsphen Badgley (East rE
Scott Neuanschwandef (8T )plnnac]
Corey Ebberl (JM), &
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Ready for the mats

Photo by Alex Kozlowsakl

athered at WesBanco Arena Monday to discuss the upcoming
season and hand out awards for last season’s coaches of the year. Pictured above with their
plaques are, from left, Monroe Central's Paul Robison, OVAC wrestling director Ron Mauci,
Cagneron's Jim Pots, and Oak Glen's Larry Shaw. :

The OVAC wrestling coaches

Our Opinion

OVAC mat tourney

A GOLDEN anniversary is a
special event, and this is especially
true when it involves the Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference
Wrestling Tournament.

The annual tournament, which
had its beginning in Bridgeport in
1954, has gained quite a reputa-
tion for the pageantry of its open-

ing ceremony as well as for its-

competitiveness involving high
schools on both sides of the Ohio
River. ’

Since 1979, the wrestling
extravaganza has been held at the
Wheeling Civic Center, which pro-

vides ample space for the introduc-

tion of the teams in an Olympic-
style ceremony. The event will
open Thursday at 6 p.m.

MORE than 850 high school
wrestlers are expected to partici-
pate in this year's tournament.

In addition to the recognition
-for the teen-agers, the event will

Opening ceremony

2

honor a person who has made an
important contribution to area
wrestling over the years. This indi-
vidual will receive the prestigious
“Mr. Mat" award during the clos-
ing festivities Saturday.

Other honors also will be given
to recognize individuals for their
work in wrestling.

Past champions as well as the
individual champions-from the 25-
year team will be recognized. This
gives the former athletes a chance
to reminisce, and more than 225
athletes will be returning.

‘THE RETURN of the former
wrestlers shows the importance of
the tournament and also is indica-
tive of why the event is a vital part
of the athletic scene in the Ohio
Valley.

Not only has it endured, but it
has continued to improve as a
showcase for high school
wrestlers’ talents.

- T.L PholaMICHAEL HARVILLY

LAKIN_G PART in the Olympic-style ceremony to help open the 50th Anmf;IHg‘\‘;kLé

A restling Toumament are grapplers from some 35 conference schools at the Whesling

ivic Center Thursday night. More than 400 prep matmen_ are taking part in the largest

g:r;r% g;tic tyhgg ill'l 921? UstnggdSSttitecais. Action continues throughaut the next two days with
2du 0 aturday at 6:30 p.m. Oak Glen i

day of compatition. See story, photos page B1 .p ® the leadar after the firs
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Beaver
captures
OVAC title

* Buckeye’s Bertolino takes
'Bierkortte Award

By RICK BeLUCA
Times Leader Sports Writer

After 50 years of championship wrestling in the
Chio Valley Athletic Conference, Beaver Local is
a champion. . ,

Leading by 27 points entering the final session
and with five wrestlers in the championship round,
Beaver Local captured its first OVAC wrestling
title by racking up 225 points at the 50th confer-
ence tournament at the Civic Center in Wheeling
Saturday night.

Beaver 5 225-point total easily outdistanced
runnerup Brooke at its 196 points to the crown.
Oak Glen finished third with 178 points and
Buckeye Local closed out at fourth with 170.

Monroe Central and Harrison Central finished
fifth and sixth respectively with 137 and 127,
respectively. Wheeling Park was next at 119 fol-
lowed by Indian Creek and John Marshall.

Beaver also notched the Class 4-A title while
Oak Glen took another Class 3-A crown, Monroe
Central was the 2-A champion and Cameron was
first in 1-A. _

Oak Glen finished with 11 place finishers
including one champion to lead all schools in that
category. Brooke, the surprise team of the season,

- placed nine wrestlers while champion Baver had
eight. Buckeye Local had its best showing ever the
OVAC mat tourney with seven place finishers
including a pair of champions.

Harrison Central had six wrestlers place while
Monrie Central, fohn Marshall, East Liverpool and
Meadowbroek put five each on the podium.

Buckeye Local 5 David Bertolino finished as
the tournament s lone unbeaten wrestler after tak-
ing the 160-pound crown with an I1-2 decision
over Shadyside s Luke Burkhart in the title mateh,

Bertolino's championship bout win coupled
with three pins and major decision in his other

tournament matches provided the boost that.

enabled him to be selected as the David Beirkortte
Award winner as the tournament § most outstand-
ing wrestler.

In his title bout, Bertolino scored a takedown at
the one-minute mark of the first period and a near-
fall that gave the Panther senior a 4-0 lead in the

T-L Photo/PAULA GINTHER

TRYING to get control of of Harrison Central's Jesse Emery's leg during the 119-pound cham-
pionship match is Wheeling Park’s Brian Humphreys. Emery went on for the win and the
OVAC champlonship Saturday svening at the Wheeling Civic Center.

first. In the second period, he stretched the lead to
7-0 with an escape and take down then added a
pair of takedowns in the third to seal the win.

Bertolino finished as a two-time champion and
improved his season mark to 27-0. Burkhart, a
senior wrestling in his final match, finished at 25-
2.

He wrestled pretty goed, Buckeye Local coach
Jay Michael said after the Bertolino win. He did-

-n t really dominate the match like I would like to

have seen him do, but he definitely control the
match. '

In fact, that s what you have to do in a big
match, is control the tempo, Michael added. He
put points on the board and those bonus points are
always nice to have.

T-L Photo/PAULA GINTHER

" AT LEFT: Martins Ferry soph-

get from the hold of Brooke's
Jeremy Shaw. Tucker went on
to win his second straight
OVAC title. He was a champi-
on at 103 pounds last year.

AT RIGHT: St. John Central
freshman Mickey Nicola
{white) and River's Lucas
Huffman are locked up during
the 112-pound championship
final during Saturday night's
OVAC wrestling tourmnamaent.

omore Clay Tucker Is trying to |

Michael, who grapplers place fourth, will return
some fine young wrestlers again next season.

We have five in the semi-finals and we got
three into the finals, so we re pretty proud of our
kids, Michael said. We still have a lot of work to
do. We ve got some very good young wrestlers
that have done well, but still need to work hard to
get even better.

In the 103 pound title bout, Wheeling Park s
Abbie Rush notched a thrilling 7-1 decision over
St. John Central s Joe Skoff. The two freshmen
battled evenly through the opening seconds before
Rush scored a takedown one minute into the first
period.

Skoff managed an escape in the opening sec-

See, OVAC, Page C3
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TRYING to get control of of Harrison Central's Jesse Emary's leg during the 119-pound cham-
plonship match is Whesling Park's Brian Humphreys. Emery went on for the win and the
OVAC championship Saturday evening at the Wheeling Civic Center.

first. In the second period, he stretched the lead to
7-0-with an escape and take down then added a
pair of takedowns in the third to scal the win.

Bertolino finished as a two-time champion and

improved his season mark to 27-0. Burkhart, a
senior wrestling in his final match, finished at 25-

He wrestled pretty good, Buckeye Local coach

Jay Michael said after the Bertolino win. He did-

-n t really dominate the match Iike I would like to

have seen him do, but he definitely control the
maltch. ‘

In fact, that s what you have to do in a big

match, is control the tempo, Michae]l added. He

Bertolino scored a takedown 8t pyt points on the board and those bonus points are
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AT LEFT: Martins Ferry soph-
omore Clay Tucker is trying to.
get from the hold of Brooke's
Jeramy Shaw. Tucker went on
to win hils second straight
QVAC title. He was a champi-
on at 103 pounds last year.

AT RIGHT: St. John Central
freshman Mickey Nicola
(white) and River's Lucas
Huffman are locked up during
the 112-pound championship
final during Saturday night's
OVAC wrestling toumament.

Michael, who grapplers place fourth, will return
some fine young wrestlers again next season.

We have five in the semi-finals and we got
three into the finals, so we re pretty proud of our
kids, Michael said. We still have a lot of work to
do. We ve got some. very ]food young wrestlers
that have done well, but still need to work hard to
get even better.

In the 103 pound title bout, Wheeling Park s
Abbie Rush notched a thrilling 7-1 decision over
St. John Central s Joe Skoff. The two freshmen
battled evenly through the opening seconds before
Rush scored a takedown one minute into the first
period.

Skoff managed an pscapc‘in the opening sec-|

Ses, OVAC, Page C3

Benedict: A

OVAC WRESTLING
~ NOTEBOOK

Monroe’s

true test of
character

Clayton
Benedict's
3-2 record
at the
OV AC
Wrestling
Tournament
looks pretty
average at
first glance.

T h e
Monroe Central junior came in unseeded with
an 11-4 record. His three wins in the tourna-
ment were solid ~ two decisions (8-5 and 8-
4) and a pin. His two losses, nothing to be
ashamed of: a pin at the hands second-ranked
Cody Tominak of Wheeling Park and a 3-1
overtime decision to Meadowbrook’s Derek
Conrad.

So why write a story about a wrestler who
left the tournament without a place?

Benedict weighed in this weekend at 165
pounds, In a sport where every pound is pre-
cious, 14 of them is like — well, it's alot.

His 11-4 record has come in four different
weight classes: 145, 152, 160 and 171.

“We don’t have a wrestler to fill every
class,” says Monroe coach Paul Robison.
“We’ve had to move people around and fill in
whenever we've had someone missing.”

He’s never, ever stepped on the mat at 189
in his life. Until this weekend.

With seeded wrestlers at 130, 135, 145,
160 and 171, the Seminoles are stacked and
came home with the double-A title for the first
time in Monroe Central’s history.

“Clayton knew we had a spot open at
189,” says Robison, “so he came to me and
asked if he could have it.

“] knew no matter what weight he wres-
tled, he wasn't going to give up.”

About the only thing Benedict did give up
was his chance for an OVAC place, after get-
ting seventh last year — at 130.

i
JEREMY
MIDEI

Times Leadsr
Sports Writer

Ses, BENEDICT, Page C3
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onds of the middle period, but
Rush pushed his lead to 4-1 with
a quick takedown with two sec-
onds remaining in the second.
With the win, Rush boosted his
season mark to 25-6 while Skoff
finished the tourney at-19-3.

At 112, St. John Central s
Mick Nicola surprised defending
OVAC champion Lucas
Huffman in the first period with
a quick takedown and a 2-0 lead.
Nicola rode out the advantage
until the finals seconds of the
first as Huffman managed the
escape. Nicola s early attack led
to his big upset of the previously
unbeaten Huffman.

With 25 seconds left in the
second period, the Irish freshman
again shocked the veteran
Huffman with a takedown to
boost his upper hand to 4-0. A
pair of escapes pushed the final
mark to 5-2 as Nicola closed his
title bout with a 20-1 season
record. With the heart-breaking
loss in the championship bout,
Huffman finished the weekend at
25-1.

In the 119-pound champi-
onship bout, Wheeling Park s
Brian Hemphrey opened his
return match with Harrison
Central s Jesse Emery with a
takedown in the first minute,
kicking out the legs of Emery to
gain the advantage then riding
out the opening period with a 2-
0 lead.

Humphrey and Emery met in
the 2002 tourney in the third-
place final with the Huskie grap-
.pler prevailing. Emery was able
to match that outcome as he
came on strong in the final min-
utes to pull out amn exciting 5-3
decision to take the 2003 crown.
Emery s heroics were capped off
by a takedown with just 13 sec-
onds remaining in the match.

Martins Ferry’s Clay Tucker
is half way to an OVAC sweep
after notching his second confer-
ence crown in in two years after
scoring a fall over Brooke 8
Jonathan McFarland in 3:01 of
the 125-pound boul.

Top-seeded Tucker, a 103
pound champion in 2002, fell
behind the Bruin wrestler just 20
seconds into the match as
McFarland surprised Tucker with
a quick takedown. Tucker came
right back with a reversal with
just 15 seconds remaining in the
first.

In the second, Tucker worked
his way to an advantage then
pinned the Bruin wrestler in the
opening minute. Tucker s suc-
cess boosted his record to 22-2
while McFarland finished at 25-
4.

At 130, Brooke’s Brandon
Shaw dominated Beaver Local
sophomore Grant Hoppel in tak-
ing the title with an 18-5 major
decision. Shaw opened a 4-1 led
in the first period and kept build-
ing on the lead. Shaw finished
the tourney with a 31-1 record

while Hoppel closed at 17-4.

Buckeye Local freshman
Zach Schuller, a top-seed enter-
ing the tourney, became the first
in his class at the Connorville
school to win an OVAC crown
as the youngster took an early 2-
0 lead over Martins Ferry senior
Mike Mamone and went on to
gain 9-2 decision in the 135-
pound title match. ‘

Schuller, finishing the tourney
at 25-3, had a succession of four
straight takedowns to mount an
8-2 lead before adding an escape
in the final seconds to seal the
win. Mamone closed the tourney
with a fine 27-2 record.

Any time you wrestle in a
tournament this size and come
out on top, you had to do some-
thing right, Michael said about
Schuller s win. He s a young
wrestler and he still needs to
work to get better, but he wres-
tled very well tonight.

At 140 pounds, Beaver Local
added another trophy to the case
compliments of a Hoppel family
member as senior Jared Hoppel
rade out a late threat from John
Marshall sophomore Dustin
Richey en route to a 14-10 deci-
sion in the title match.

Hoppel, in boosting his sea-
son record to 19-2, dominated
the Monarch wrestler early
building a huge lead in the first
period (9-2) before watch
Richey battle back.

Hoppel held on gain the win
while Richey lost for only the
second time this season finishing
at 28-2.

Buckeye Local sophomore
Brock Bowman just missed
added the second Buckeye Local
title as he battled Oak Glen sen-
ior Steve Flowers to the final
second before dropping a tough
3-2 decision in the 145-pound
title bout. :

Flowers opened with a take
down and a 2-0 lead in the open-
ing seconds, but Bowman cut the
margin to 2-1 with an escape at
the close of the session. Starting
from the down possession,
Bowman knotted the score with a
quick escape in the second and
the two wrestlers went into the
third tied at 2-2.

Flowers worked loose for an
escape early in the third and
managed to keep Bowman at bay
in the final seconds to notch the
win. Bowman closed at 24-2

. T-L Phote/PAULA GINTHER
TRYING to gain position during the 103 pound championship
match Is St. John Central freshman Joe Skoff, while Wheeling
Park's Abble Rush attempts to remain in control. Rush went on
for the win and the OVAC title.

while Flowers took home a 23-1
record along with his champi-
onship trophy. '

At 152 pounds, Brooke added
another champion as senior Phil
Bliss captured his second OVAC
crown with a tight 6-4 decision
over Steubenville s David
Babel.

Bliss extended his once-beat-
en record to 31-1 with the deci-
sion while Babel closed the tour-
ney at 4-1 and a season mark of
26-6. Brooke entered the cham-
pionship finals with three
wrestlers battling to the title.
Knotted at 2-all entering the
third period, picked up four
points in the third to garner the
CIOWN.

In the 171-pound title bout,
Monroe Central s Robby
Dimmerling capped off his
amazing run to the title with a
thrilling 5-4 win over Beaver
Local s Jordan Williams.

Dimmerling, who upset top-
seeded Bobb Samsa of
Shadyside, 5-2, in the semi-
finals, boosted his season mark
to 20-1 with the win. Williams
closed out at 16-5. Deadlocked
at two in the first period,
Dimmerling registered an escape
and takedown in the second to
mount a 5-4 lead that held up
through the scoreless third.

In the 189-pound final,
Beaver Local s Jared Williams
took advantage of an escape and
a penalty point in the second
period to pull out a thrilling 2-1
decision over Wheeling Park s
Cody Tominak, ~

At 215, defending champion
and state runnerup Adam Hoppel
captured his third OVAC title
with a 4-2 decision over East
Liverpool s Josh Stansbury.
After va 2-all deadlock in the

second, Hoppel managed a take-
down in the third to gain the title.
Hoppel improved to 20-1 while
Stansbury finished at 29-2.

In the final event of the night,
defending Ohio state champion
Koel Davia captured the 275-
pound title with an impressive 8-
3 decision over Cambridge s
Michael Price.

Davia opened with a guick
takedown in the first and held on
to post a 2-0 lead in the first. An
escape completed the scoring in
the second, but in the third,
Davias took control by scoring a
pair of takedowns and extending
his lead to 8-2.

Davia, a runnerup in last
year s tourney, finished the tour-
ney at 27-1.,

MAT NOTES

PRIOR TO Saturday s final
session, the OVAC brought out a
huge contingent of past confer-
ence tournament champions as

art of the giant festivities honor-
ing the 50th anniversary of the
OVAC tournament. Nearly 300
former champions paraded
through the center of the Civic
Center floor. The very moving
ceremony including the recogni-
tion of each of the returning
champions.

ALSO HONOGRED were
members of the 1978 class of
OVAC champicns honoring the
25th anniversary of that group
nnd the naming of the 2003 Mr.
Mat, Ed Dugas, the former head
coach at John Marshall High
School.

SPECIAL HONORS were
bestowed upon Dr. Vince
Monseau, head coach of West
Liberty State College and St
John Central s mat team with the
Bob Sadler Sportsmanship
Award.
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OVAC Wrestling

TEAM SCORING

OVERALL

Beaver Local, 225; Brooks, 188; Oak
Glen, 178; Buckaye Local, 170;
Monroe Cantral, 137; Harrlson
Contral, 127.5; Whesiing Park, 119.5;
Indian Creek, 107.5; John Marshall,
101.5; East Liverpool, 95.

CLASS 4-A

Beaver Local, 225; Brooke, 196;
Buckeys Local, 170; Whaeling Park,
119.5; John Marshall, 101.5; East
Liverpool, B5; Staubenville, 80;
Cambridge, 64; Edison, 38; Weir,

28.5.

CLASS 3-A

Oak Glen, 178.5; Harrison Central,
127.5; Indian Creek, 107.5;

Meadowbrook, 92.5; Shenandoah,
90.5; Martins Fermry, 87.5; Bellaire, 82;
Bamesville, 78.; Unicn Local, 75; St
Clalrsvllle, 62; Tyler vConsolldated,
30; Magnaolia, 5.

CLASS 2-A

Monroe Central, 137; Rlver, 72;
Caldwell, 48; Waellsville, 386.5;
Staubsenville Central, 30.5.

CLASS 1-A

Cameron, 81.5; Shadyside, 87.5; St
John Cenlral, 78; Beallsville, 38.;
Waelrtoin Madonna, 29; Bishop
Donahue, 9; Conotton Valley, 8.6.

CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS
103 — Rush (WP) dec. Skoff (SJC), 7-

1.

112 -- Nicola (SJC) dec. Hufiman
(RIV), 5-2.

118 -- Emery (HC) dec. Humphrey

(WP}, 5-3.

125 — Tucker {MF) plnnad McFarand
{Bracks), 3:01.

130 -- Shaw (Brocke} maj. dec. G.
H I (BVL), 18-5.

135 -- Schuller (BL) dec. Mamone
(MF), 9-2.

140 — Q. Hgppel (BVL) dec. Richey
(JM), 14-10.

145 - Flowars (OG) dec. Bowman
(BL}, 3-2.

152 -- Bliss (Brooke) dec. Babel
(STEUBQéEA.

160 —~ Bertolino (BL) dec. Burkhardt
(SHA), 11-2.

171 -- DIimmerling (MC) dec. Jo.
Williams (BVL), 5-4.

189 -- Ja. Willlams (BVL) dec.
Taminak (WP), 2-1.

216 -- A. Hoppsl {BVL) dsc.
Stansbury (EL}, 4-

2735 — Davia (UL) dec. Price {CAMB),
B-3.

THIRD PLACE
103 - Valles {(WM) maj. dec. Shaw
Brooke), 12-2.
12 -~ Gossett (UL) dec. Hoppsl

(BVL), 4-0.

119 -- Saxton (BL) dec. Smith
{Brooke), 5-1.

125 — Anderson (BAR) dec. Tumbufl
gBL). 4-2.

30 - Johnston (IC) pinned Brown
(MC), 4:.03.
.135 -- Farguson (MC) pinned M,

Durbin Brooka‘). 4:28.

140 — D. Durbin (Brooke) dec. Bruce
SBEL), 8-3.

745 -- Wilson (MC) dec. Irwin {SHA),
-2,

152 -- Shaw (BVL) dec. Wharton
(0G), B-7.

180 -- Schumacher (MG) pinned
Myers (HC), 2:43.
171 — Samsa (SHA) dec. C. Green

SEL). 31,
53? ~ Potts (OG) dec. Antonik (BEL),

216 -- Cody Leach {SHEN} deac.
Fankhauser (ED), 10-4.
275 -- Carothers (HC) pinned Haslam
(RIV), 1:15.

FIFTH PLACE
103 -- Lehotay {MEAD) pinned
Cumpston (CAM), 3:41.
112 -- Hartle (M} dec. Bumgardner
(WP}, 6-5.

115 — Bate

2.
128 -- Calr
{IC), 4:55.
130 -- Mu
Petrozzi (Bl
ag's
reg
140 -- 8ros
sBAFI). 5-3
45 -- H
Pendleton {
152 - Bah
(CAM), 8-4.
160 — Rine
(IC}, 4-2.
171 - Lyo
(HC), 6-2.
189 —~ Hoy
default, S. |
215 — Whit
(HC), 2:06.
275 -- Duv
SSEL)' A:33.
EVENTH
103 — Duft
7-8.
112 — Gor
(Bronka), 1
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126 -~ Wr
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, 145 — Dav

7-2.
152 — Cas
(JM}, 2:57.
180 -- Ste
(UL}, 3-1.
171 -- St
SSTC). 3-2
89 -- Ho
{MEAD), 2
215 - Ro
(BAR}, 3-1
275 — Na
McGillian
CHAM
103 — Sk
6-4; Rush
5-4

112 — Hu
ng), 204

umgardn
119 — En
6-3; Hum
(Brooks), «

{MC), &-
Johnaton |
135 — St
BMG). 7-£
urbin {Br
140 — R
Brooka),
ruce {BE
145 — F
SHAY), 3-1
MC), 10-£
152 — |
Wharton (
dec. Shaw
180 — E
Schumac
{SHA) dec
171 — Di
{SHA), 5-
Lyona (ST
188 — Je
(QG), 7-.
Antonik (E
216 — 5
$SHEN].
all White!
276 — P
HC), 3-°
BEL), 21



T-L PhotoyMICHAEL HARVILLA
ED DUGAS, middle, is pictured rscelving the 2003 Mr. Mat Award during Saturday night's

OVAC Wrestllng Tournament at the Wheeling Civic Center. Presenting the award are Bill
Hinegardner, left, and Larry Chambers, right.

Dugas named as 2003
Mr. Mat Award winner

Ed Dugas played a big factor in the lives of
many John Marshall High School student-athletes
during his 32 years as a teacher and coach,

Included among this group were some 400
wrestlers who took to the mats in the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference tournaments.

Dugas, who served 18 years as-head wrestling
coach at John Marshall after spending 14 years as
an assistant to Bill Hinegardner, was introduced to
the fans at the Wheeling Civic Center Saturday
night as this year’s recipient of the prestigious Mr.
Mat Award.

It is only fitting that Dugas be presented his
blue jacket as part of the OVAC tournament's
golden anniversary event, as his 32 straight years
as an OVAC wrestling coiich ranks as one of the
longest unbroken stints in conference history.

Dugns coached 26 individual OVAC champi-
ong, including- current John Marshall head coach
Ed West and assistant coach Paul Simmons.

Among the champions were two who won
OVAC titles 25 years ago — Greg Morris and
Greg Lehasky.

Ironically, Dugas never stepped onto
a wrestling mat until his college days
as his high school, Bishop Donahue,
did not field a team at that time.

The 1963 Donahue graduate was
an outstanding football player and
opted to continue his grid career at
West Liberty. Intrigued by the sport, he
also decided to give wrestling a whirl.

As fate would have it, West Liberty's
head football and wrestling coach at the time was
the legendary George Kovalick.

Kovalick was a driving force behind the cre-
ation of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament,
coached the first OVAC Tournament champion at
Bridgeport and was the first recipient of the Mr.
Mat Award.

Coach "K" knew talent when he saw it and,
despite Dugas’ lack of experience on the mat,
believed the Marshall County pative had the mak-
ings of a pretty good collegiate wrestler.

Dugas lived up to Kovalick’s expectations by
earning All-West Virginia Conference laurels in
both football and wrestling and wound up
Ing for the NAIA national tournament in gae mat
sport.

The hard-nosed youngter began his grid career
as a 165-pound tackle but switched to offensive
guard for his final three years,

His first match as a freshman wrestler was
against an opdponcnt from the University of
Cincinnati, and despite his inexperience he lost
only 1-0.

Dugas began coaching wrestling on a volunteer
basis, assisting Larry Chambers (a Mr. Mat} at
Urion High School.

When John Marshall High School opened its
doors in September of 1968, Dugas was chosen as
an assistant coach in not only wrestling but in foot-
ball end track.

Worestling became the sport which he liked the
best, as he spent only six years as a track coach,
and 12 years in football on the high school level.

Dugas did return to West Liberty as a football
assistant after stepping down from the John
Marshall grid position.

As a respected mat assistant of 14 years to
Hinegardner (a Mr. Mat in 1984), there was no
question who would pick up the torch to carry on
the highly successful wrestling program when
Hinegardner decided to step down.

When Hinegardner announced that he was relin-
quishing the wrestling position, he paid the highest
compliment to Dugas by stating, "I never could
have had e finer man to work with than Ed Dugas.

"] think we complemented each other well. My
weak points have been his strong points.”

The program under the tutelage of
Hinegardner and Dugas won four OVAC
tournament titles and had five runnerup
finishes. During a five year period,

1971-76, the Monarchs won 41

straight dual meets,

The Monarchs during that 14-year
period were also highly successful in
state competition, winning four cham-

pionships.

When Dugas assumed: the head

wrestling position, named as his assistant
was Ed West, who had been the head coach at
Moundsville Junior High School.

That first year of the Dugas-West em resulted in
the Monarchs winning a OVAC tournament
crown. The following year the Monarchs were run-
ners-up.

Fifty-eight grapplers qualifted for state competi-
tion during Dugas' tenure and there were 31 state
champions, including West and John Marshall's
otgllcr current assistant, Ted Zcrvos, who won two
titles

It was an honor for Dugas to have coached Will
Kovalick to a state championship in 1977. Will
was the son of the man who was so instrumental in
getting Dugas into wrestling and coaching.

Dugas was respected by opposing coaches and
officials for his competitive fire and knowledge of
the sport. He regularly attended clinics to keep
abreast of rule changes and was a regular at the
national college tournaments.

Dugas expected his athletes to take wrestling
seriously, whether it was during practice or during
a match.

He also expected them to be well-mannered and
respectful to their opponents, opposing coaches
and the match official.

‘OVAC WRESTLING

60th Annual OVAC Wrestilng
Tournament
{Top Eight Sg?ds ]ln Each Weight
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Photo by Alex Kozlowski

Bellaire St. John's wrestler Chris Case locks uri: with Barnesville’s Jason Bahmer in a 1 52-pound bout during the
n .

OVAC Wrestling Tournament Friday at the Whee

g Clvic Center. Bahmer held on for a 5-1 decision.

Decision Time

Beaver Local holds slim lead heading into final day of action

By JIM ELLIOTT
Staff Writer

There have been plenty of “‘major -

decisions’” made during the first two days
of the 50th Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence Wrestling Tournament, but the
biggest ones will be made today.

ction of the largest high school
wrestling tourney in the land resumes at
noon at the Wheeling Civic Center with
Beaver Local, with 141 points, holding a
slim lead over Oak Glen (138) and
Brooke (126) for the overall title.

In the individual classes, Beaver Local
(4-A), Oak QGlen (3-A), Monroe Central
{AA), and Cameron (A) are the respec-
tive lenders.

The Beavers are in good shape to claim
their first-ever OVAC title, as they have
six wrestlers remaining in the champi-

onship bracket and two oa the consolation

side,

Oak Glen has four wrestlers still eligi-
ble for the championship and seven in
consolation matches.

Brooke is still in the thick of things
with seven wrestlers still alive on the
championship side, but just two in conso-
lation matches.

For defending champion Oak Glen and
head coach Larry Shaw, to be in strikin
distance heading into the final day is a
lhey can ask.

‘It"s not over ’till (tonight),”” Shaw
says. ‘*And there's a lot of points to be
won in those consolation matches.”’

One thing separating the Golden Bears
from the others is that they've had few

Fhoto by Alex Kozlowskl

Steubenville’s Thad Crasier is lifted by
Shadyside's Billy Froffini in a 140-pound
match Friday at the OVAC toumney,

easy matches. With their highest seed —
Steve Flowers - a No. 3, they've had to
battle for everything to get where they are.

Beaver Local has three No. 1s who are
all still alive, and Brooke still has a No. 1
and two No. 2s, among others, still seek-
ing titles.

**With Brooke having so many kids in
this final round, they’re going to get big
Points in chunks,” Shaw explained.

‘Beaver Local’s going to get them in big

chunks., We're going to-have to widdle
away — win a consolation gquarterfinal,
win.g consolation semifinal. When it gets
down to it, fhere isn't much difference
betweensecond place and third place.”
With ‘that, there’s more work to be

| - done, ¢

“‘We're probably doing it quietly,"’
Shaw says. "“We don't have the glamour
wrestlers like Beaver Local has. Brooke
has their stars. We've just got a bunch of
solid hard-working, blue collar kids.
They’ve done & great job down here this
weekend.””

A look ar where some of the leaders
are: ‘

Beaver Local

Jared Hoppel, the top seed at 140,
recorded a technical fall over Magnolia's
Rick Brewer with just 21 seconds
remaining in their second-round match,
and then stopped Meadowbrook’s Ton
Warner 13-4, to advance to the semifi-
nals, .

Jordan Williams, the No. 2 seed at
171, needed just 44 seconds to record a
fall over Adam Cooper of Cameron in the
selcond round. In the third round, he
need just 1:02 to pin Trent Starkey of
Indian Creek.

Jared Williams, the No. 1 seed at 189
from Beaver Local, earned a technical fall
over Harrison Central’s Mike Pratt with
10 seconds to go in his second round
match, then stopped Meadowbrook's
Derek Conrad, 13-3, in the quarterfinals.

Please See BEAVER, Page 20

Hartle Is
Tourney’s
Surprise

By JIM ELLIOTT
Staff Writer
If you've been following.to the 50th
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Wrestling Tournament closely, you’ve

Erobabl heard the name
WRESTLING ogan Hartle more than
ce.
NoTesooK And you've probably
been amazed every time.
After all, he can't lie.
He is.

On Friday, Hartle, a 112-pound sopho-
more from John Marshall, became the
only unseeded wrestler to advance to the
tournament's semifinals after knocking
off Cambridge’s Bryan Early, Oak Glen's
Justin Goneau — the fourth seed — and
Bamesville's Chaz Clark in the first three
rounds,

He’ll face River's Lucas Huffman —
the top seed — today for the right to
advance to the finals.

*“It's better than I thought T would
do,’’ said Hartle, who is clearly enjoying
his first year on the varsity team,

Hartle has helped John Marshall to an
eighth-place position through two days.
He’s one of two wrestlers to advance to
the semis — Dustin Richey is the other.

But Richey came in as a three-seed at
140.

Photo by Alex Kozlowskl

Shenandoah’s John Horn gains the advantage against John Marshall’s Josh
Ewing during their 189-pound match. Horn prevailed in overtime.

*‘He's been a real pleasant surprise,’”
John Marshall coach Ed West said, **And
I knew he was capable of doing that. Like
I S?I'Yﬁ he's a pretty good wrestler,”’

e reason he was unranked?

I attribute that to the good competi-
tion he’s wrestled this year,”" West said.
‘‘He wrestled a lot of good kids early in
this season and 1 think it's paying off in
this tournament.’’

Now, he'll face Huffman, who sports a
record of 24-0 on the season. Huffman is
one of just six unbeaten wrestlers left in
the entire tourney.

**Huffman is tough,’’ Hartle says.
““I'm just going to go out there and wres-

tle my hardest and hope for the best.””

So far, that's been pretty good.

The unheatens

Seven different wrestlers — Cald-
well's Corey Lemasters (103), River's
Huffman (112), Monroe Central's Aaron
Brown (130}, Shadyside's Jessie Irwin
{145) and Bobby Samsa (170), Buckeye
Local's David Bertolino (160), and Harri-
son Central's Tony Carothers — came
into the tournament without experiencing
a loss this season.

After two days of OVAC action, most
of them still haven't.

Please See HARTLE, Page 20
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Bellaire St. John's wrestler Chris Case locks up with Bamesville’s Jason Bahmer in a 152-pound bout during the
OVAC Wrestling Tournament Friday at the Wheeling Civic Center. Bahmer held on for a 5-1 decision. 4

Decisio

 Time

Beaver Local holds slim lead heading into final day of action

By JIM ELLIOTT -
Staff Writer

There have been plenty of ‘‘major

decisions’’ made during the first two days
of the 50th Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence Wrestling Tournament, but the
biggest ones will be made today.
ction of the largest high school
wrestling tourney in the land resumes at
noon at the Wheeling Civic Center with
Beaver Local, with 141 points, holding a
slim lead over Oak Glen (138) and
Brooke (126) for the overal! title.
In the individual classes, Beaver Local

chunks. We're going to-have to widdle
away — win a conselation guarterfinal,
win a consolation semifinal. When it gets
dowit’to it, fhere isn't much difference
betweensecopd place and third piace,”

'With that, there’s more work to be
done. -

‘*We're probably doing it quietly,””

~ Shaw says. ‘*We don’t have the glamour

wrestlers like Beaver Local has. Brooke
has their stars. We've just got a bunch of
solid hard-working, blue collar kids.
Thei’ve done a great job down here this
weekend.”’

{4-A), Oak Glen (3-A), Monroe Central A look at where some of the leaders
(AA), and Cameron (A) are the respec- are: '
tive leaders. Beaver Local

The Beavers are in good.shape to claim
their first-ever OVAC title, as they have
six wrestlers remaining in the champi-

onship bracket and two on the consolation

side,

QOak Glen has four wrestlers still eligi-
ble for the championship and seven in
consolation matches.

Brocoke is still in the thick of things
with seven wrestlers still alive on the
championship side, but just two in conso-
lation matches.

For defending champion Oak Glen and
head coach Larry Shaw, to be in strikin
distance heading into the final day is
they can ask.

‘It's not over 'till (tonight),”’ Shaw
says. ‘‘And there’s a lot of points to be
wor in those consolation matches,”’

One thing separating the Golden Bears
from the others is that they've had few
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Steubenvilte’s Thad Crosler is lifted by
Shadyside's Billy Froliini in a 140-pound
match Friday at the OVAC toumney.

easy matches. With their highest seed —
Steve Flowers — a No. 3, they’ve had to
battle for everything to get where they are.

Beaver Local has three No. 15 who are
all still alive, and Brooke still has a No. 1
and two No. 2s, among others, still seek-
ing titles.

““With Brooke having so many kids in
this final round, they’re going to get b:'ig
points in chunks,” Shaw explained.

‘Beaver Local’s going to get them in big

Jared Hoppel, the top seed at 140,
recorded a technical fall over Magnolia’s
Rick Brewer with just 21 seconds
remaining in their second-round match,
and then stopped Meadowbrook’'s Tony
V\;lamer 13-4, to advance to the semifi-
nals,
Jordan Williams, the No. 2 seed at
171, needed just 44 seconds to record a
fall over Adam Cooper of Cameron in the
selcond round. In the third round, he
need just 1:02 to pin Trent Starkey of
Indian Creek.

Jared Williams, the No, 1 seed at 189
from Beaver Local, earned a technical fall
over Harrison Central’s Mike Pratt with
10 seconds to go in his second round
match, then stopgcd Meadowbrook’s
Derek Conrad, 13-5, in the quarterfinals.

Please See BEAVER, Page 20
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Beaver

(Continued from Page 17)

Adam Hoppel, a returning
champ at 215, recorded a fall
over Bellaire’s Dick Soland in
just 55 seconds, in the second
round, then pinned Rivers Eric
Rosen in just over three minutes
in the quarterfinals.

No. 4 seed Grant Hoppel
jumged into the semifinals via a
10-6 decision over John Marshall
Kyle Mull in the quarterfinals.

Jeremy Shaw, the No. 2 seed,
at 152, also advanced to the
semis for the Beavers.

Onk Glen

Oak Glen’s Flowers needed
just 21 seconds to pin Tyler Con-
solidated’s Adam Weekly in sec-
ond-round action at 145. In the
third round, he helped his team
get a leg up on Brooke, as he put
a 3-1 decision over Bruins’ Dana
Davis.

Matt Wharton, the six seed at
152, ended an inspiring run by
John Marshall’s Corey Adkins in
the quarterfinals by a count of 5-
3. He’ll face Brooke's Phil Bliss,
the top seed, today in the semis in
an important match for both
teams.

Billy Whitehill scored an
escape in overtime against Indian
Creek’s Brandon Bovina at 215
by a count of 2-1 in their second-
round match, then advanced the
third with a 7-4 verdict over Har-
rison Central’s Brandon Huffman.

Patrick McGillian, the sixth-
seeded heavyweight, pinned Bar-
nesviile’s Ben Wise in 26 sec-
onds to cap off a fine second
round for the Bears, He Iater was
bounced from championshi%com-
petition by Bellaire’s Matt uval,
a three-seed.

"Justin Goneau, the Bears’
fourth-seeded 112-pounder who
was upset in second-round cham-
- pionship action, rebounded in his
second-round consolation match,

inning East Liverpool’s Matt
~ Walker at 1:34. He later recorded

a major decision over Martins
Ferry's Chad Ware in third-round
consolation action.

Brandon Miller, an unseeded
Golden Bear at 103, lost a 13-11
decision to sixth-seeded Joe Skoff
of Bellaire St. John's in a third-
round championship match.

Brooke
Brooke's Jonathan McFarland,

the No. 5 seed at 125, made short
work of Wheeling Park’s Ron
Nelson in the second round, cam-
ing a 13-0 decision and helping
the Bruins hang around. He upped
his mark to 15-5 with a pin of St.
Clairsville’'s Todd Schmelzen-
bach at 5:34 in the quarterfinals.
Phil Biiss, the top seed at 152,
jater advanced with a fall over
Buckeye Local’s Matt Sexton in
quick fashion — 34 seconds —
in the second round, then earned a
10-1 decision over Harrison Cen-
tral's Ken Baker. He'll face Oak
Glen’s Matt Wharton in another
important matchup for both
teams. - .
Mike and Dave Durbin, both
two-seeds — Mike at 135 and
Dave at 140 — each advanced to
today’s semifinals, but it wasn’t
easy. Dave eamned a 15-10 deci-
sion over Marting Ferry’s Luke
Warren in the second round, then
gscaped with a 10-8 overtime
decision over Harrison Central’s
Ben Phillips in the quarterfinals.
Mike pinned John Marshall’s
Gearge Mikles at the 1:38 mark
of their second-round match, then
weathered .a storm brought on by
Qak Glen's Ian Whittington in the
quartcrﬁnais, 4-2, also in over-

time.

Mait Smith later earned a 5-3
decision over Martins Ferry’s
Brady Roth as he advanced to the
semifinals at 119,

Braden Shaw joined him in the
semis after he pinned St
Clairsville's Jake Becker with a
pin 1:03 in their quarterfinal
match at 130.

Buckeye Local

The top seeds continued to roli
for Buckeye Local, which is
fourth with 108 points. Both Zach
Schutler (135) and David Bertoli-
no (160) won their quarterfinal
matches and are in search of
championships today. Schulier,
just a freshman, pinnned Sean
Mcintosh, of Qak Glen, while
Bertolino pinned Union Local’s
Craig Blevins at 2:44.

CLASS AAA
Harrison Central

Harrison Central, second in 3-A,
fifth overall, continued to look
strong as Vic Bologna, the No. 5
seed at 145, pinned Conotion
Valley’s Adam Wadian in 1:10 in
the second round, before he

dropped an 8-2 decision 10 the
hands of Buckeye Local’s Brock
Bown, the No. 4 seed. Teammate
Jesse Emery, the top seed at 119,
kept things going with a techpical
fall over Beaver Local's Paul
McCoy to advance to the semnifi-
nals. ‘
Justin Myers, a five-seed,
earned an upset of Cameron’s
Tsaac Stewart, the three-seed, to
advance to the semis at 160.
CLASS AA
. Monroe Central

Christopher Wilson, the top seed
at 145, recorded a technical fall
over St. Clairsville’s Dale Ferrell
at 2:41, in the second round by a
score of 19-3. He then turned
around and pinned Shenandoah’s
Matt Hannah's at 3:53 in the
quarterfinals.

Robby Dimmerling, the three-
seed at 171, advanced after he
%inned East Liverpool’s Chris

reen with 21 seconds remaining
in their quarterfinal match.

Tyler Schumacher, a six-seed
and owner of more than 100
career victories, also landed him-
self in the semifinals at 160, as he
won a tie-breaker to upset Indian
Creek’s Kellen Hughes, the four-
seed. He'll face top seed David
Rertolino in the semifinals.

Class AA

Cameron
Cameron, with 78 points,
ushed its single-A lead over
hadyside (64) and Bellaire St.
John’s (50) despite not being
able to push anyone through to
the semifinals. Isaac Stewart, D.J.
Yoders, and Casey Hughes, and
Tim Cumston all dropped into the

consolation brackets on Friday.
Cther Notables

Mickey Nicola, of Beilaire St.
John’s won both his matches,
including a quarterfinal major
decision over Monroe Central’s
Jordan Siedler at 112 pounds.
Teammate Joe Skoff joins him in
the semifinals ... Wheeling
Park’s Cody Tominack, the two-
seed at 189, advanced with a pin
of Shenandoah’s John Horn,
Teammate Scott Bumgardner
(112) joins him there... Union
Locai’s Koel Davia won a pair of
matches and has landed in the
semifinals, along with fellow top
seed Clay Tucker o Martins

Ferry.

Hartle

(Continued from Page 17)

Six of those wrestlers kept that
perfection alive, with only Cald-
well's Lemaster losing a 9-2 deci-
sion to Oak Glen's Brandon
Miller, an unseeded com etitor
who won his first two matches.

Lemasters was a three-seed at
103. He came back to post a 5-1
decision over St. Clairsville's
Bryan Shammel, but still faced an
uphill battie to place the rest of
the way.

At 112, Huffman didn't have

to work too hard, smothering’

Meadowbrook’s Jon Rossiter in
53 seconds to improve to 23-0 in
quarterfinal action. He upped that
mark to 24-0 Friday evening
when he recorded a 9-5 victory
over Brooke's Josh Greiner, and
will face Hartle in the semis.
Brown, the three-seed at 130,
ginned Nate Furry of Meadow-
rook 30 seconds into the second
period of his second-round match,
then bounced Buckeye Local’s
John Petrozzi, the No. 6 seed,
with a 5-3 decision in the quarter-

finals. He’ll challenge Brooke’s
Braden Shaw, the two-seed, in the
semifinals. :

Irwin, who entered the fray
with a 20-0 record and a No. 2
seed, easily won his second-round
match, pinning Martins Ferry’s
Jesse Jones in 1:13. In the third
round, he stopped Indian Creek’s
Zac Pendleton, 14-6. He next
faces Qak Glen’s Steve Flowers.

Teammate Samsa later pinned
Beallsville's Vince Pittman at
3:24, improving his mark to 23-0
in the second round before taking
even less time — 36 seconds —
to dispatch of St. Clairsville’s
Josh Meeks, the eighth seed in the

uarterfinal round. He'll wrestle
three-seed Ryan Dimmerling of
Monroe Central in the semifinais.

Bertolino ended the suspense
of his first match against
Steubenville’s James Beach rather
quickly, needing just over two
minutes to advance via pin. He
%inned Union Local’s Craig

levins at 2:44 of their quarterfi-

nal match. He’ll face Monroe

Central’s Tyler Schumacher — a
six seed — in the semis.

Carothers was the last of the
undefeated to take the match in
the afternoon session. For Harri-
son Central fans, it was worth the
wait. Carothers pinned Tyler Con-
solidated’s Luke Shepherd in
1:12, to imé)rove his personal
mark to 22-0. He later advanced
to the semifinais by way of a 15-4
major decision over River's Wes-
ley Haslam. There, he'll face No.
4 seed Michael Price of Cam-
bridge.

More upsets

The 112-pound bracket expe-
rienced a ripple effect after Oak
Glen experienced its first setback
as Goneau, the No. 4 seed at 112,
rallied, but lost a 2-1 decision to
Tohn Marshall’s Hartle.

Minutes later Caldwell’s Justin
Seebach was able to pet past
Union Loecal’s Nate Gossett, a
No. 3 seed, by a count of 8-4.

Josh Hoover a No, 4 seed
from Beaver Local, lost a 4-3
decision to Shenandoah’s Todd

N



OVAC 50-?year committee
seeking former champs

The OVAC  50-year
wrestling tournament committee
is preparing to honor all OVAC
champions from 1954 to 2002
as part of the OVAC 2003
Tournament.

The following people have
not yet been contacted as the
committee is unable to locate
"an address.

If you know of the address
Please contact Steve Kish, Jr. at
6320 McCaslin  Road,
Nashport, OH 43830 or call
740.453.9146.

1954
Whesling HS; Robert Griffin, Harvey
Rutter

1855
Bridgeport HS: Tom Evans 1856
Barne%(\’iilla HS: Jehn Urban, 8ill

Walters

Bridgeport HS: Bl Lalpple 1957
Bridgeport HS: Richard Nagy 1958
Bridgeport HS: Frank Cunningham
Welr HS: Mal Sutton

Steubenville HS: Tom Lobgezelle,
Tam Gunningham 1859

Brldgapon HS: Phil Ward

186

Staubenville HS: Witbart Willlams,
Valentine Jackson Welr BHS: Pat
Allese

Martlns Farry HS: Jehn Scordos, Jos
Raeasback

1863
Bridgeport HS: Gerald Tolarchyk
Welr HS: George Harvey

1964

Moundsville HS: Ed Costar 18656 -
Brid

HS: Tom Yost
7
Moundsvilla HS: Dwight Wolfe

Bridgeport HS: Jim Callarick 1967

Bridgeport HS: Gr
Marti

e? C
ns Ferry HS: Jim Brandenburg

Welr HS: George Sarap
1668:
St. John HS: Frank King

Shadysida HS: Mike Miller

1988;

Wallsvills HS: Steve Woods
1989

Unlon Local HS: Val Kline
Staubsenville HS: Jesse Hubbard
Bridgepost HS: Scolt Sears
Meadowbrook HS: Dick Snyder

1880
Meadowbrook HS: Eric Wickham

Steubsnville HS: Robert Young 1971 1991

Steubenvlila HS: Ken Williams
Marting Ferry HS: Don Blum
16872

Brooke H5: Dick Nichols
Wintersville HS: Wally Pesuit

1873

Barnesvllle HS: Challen
Stewanrt

1874

East Llverpool HS:
Steve Mabbott, Bob §
Waters .

1875

Staubenvllle HS: Kalth
Oweans

1876 '
Waelr HS; Steve Gaudreau
Brooke HS: Bruce Farguson

1877
Brooke HS; Mike Gambla

1878

Oak Glen HS: Jalf Hobbs
1880

Brooks H5: Larry Mazzalla
Staubenville HS: Brlan Lewls

1681
Cadlz HS: Mike Carter, Paul DeBolt

Wallsville HS: Jim Vdlino
1882

Brooka HS: Milantonl
Toronto HS: Isleman

Meadowbrook HS; Mike Owens -

1983

Meadowbrook HS: Rick Roe
Edison South HS: Erle Pipo, Ben
Bataman

1992
East Liverpoo! HS: Pete
Lovejay

1884;
Woodsfleld HS: Jeremy
Cramer
HS: Luke

Aldrich
1995
HS"laubenvlila HSL Michasl
i
St. Clalrsviile HS: Cary Heath
9

1996
Brooke HS: DaWiit Stanley
Wallsvlile HS: Jeff MeKinnon

1997

Beaver Local HS: Bill Lucas
1938

Brooke HS: Dan Stanley
Beaver Local HS: John Cole

1990

Cadiz HS: Marshall Brooks, Stan
Blttinger

Wallgviile HS: Jash Hacknay
Steubanvilla HS: Mitch Whaelar
Brooke HS: Jos Nichols

ggggaya Local HS: Termry Smith

et e T S S el -

oad |
¥ East Liverpool HS: Matt

ole{mu'-

T-L Phc

SERVING as the comittee mapping out the 50th OVAC Wrestling Tournament .
from left Dick Wolfe, Dick Edge, Ron Mauck, Bill Heingardner and Danny Doyle
from left, are Steve Kish and Dr. Bill Welker.

Steubsnvilla HS: Ethan Blrden

2002
Brooke HS: Phil Bliss

The committee also wishes to
honor deceased champions, but
have not been able to locate a
friend or relative of the follow-

. ing:

1854
Brldgepon HS: David Smith
185

Bridgeport HS: Norman Honecker
1863

Marting Ferry HS: Bill Brown
1965

Whaeling Central H
1870

Brilllant HS: Roger T
Whesling Central HE
1876

Parkersburg HS: Luk
189,

li]
East Liverpoo! HS: A

CHS’s Price second at OVAC mat tourney

Beaver Local wins overall team title; 15 area wrestlers place

WHEELING, W.Vo. — A total of 15
wrestlers from the local area, headed by a
runner-up effort by Cambridge High senjor
‘Michael Price, eamed place finishes at the
S0th annoal Ohio  Valley Athletic
Conference Wrestling Tournament which
: wrapped up Saturday
night at the Wheeling
Civic Center.

In finjshing as the area'’s
H tops- T finisher,
dropped an 8-3 decision
i | to Union Local junior

| Koel Davia, the defend-
ing Ohio Division III
state champien, in the
night’s final match - the
heavyweight championship.

" Davia scorcd a takedown with seven sec-
fonds remaining in the first period to claim a
20 jead. With Price starting on top in the
Second round, Davia scored an escape at the
*1:30 mark to build a 3-0 advantage.

: In the third period, Davia started on top

! J‘i&

J Price

~Price~ - tiono diring their careers. -

and ullowed Price to get up, making it 3-1 at
1:56, but Davia scored another takedown at
1:15 to make it 5-1. Again, he allowed Price
to get to his feet, making it 5-2, but a third
takedown by Davia in the final seconds
sealed the ontcome,

With the victory, Davia improves to 27-1
on the season while Price is :
9-2. The two are now 2-2
in head-to-head competi-

Last year, Davia finished
fifth in the OVAC touma-
ment while Price was sev-
enth.

Beaver Local emerged as
the overall and Class 4-A
team champion with 225
points, outdistancing mn-
ner-up Brooke which had 196. Third place
overall went to Ok Glen (178) followed by
Buckeye Local (170), Monroe Central
(137), Harrisen Central (127.5), Wheeling
Park (119.5), Indian Creek (107.5), John

Marshall (101.5) and East Liverpoot (95).

Joining Beaver Local as division champi-
ons were Oak Glen in Class 3-A, Monroe
Ceatral in Class 2-A and Cameron in Class
1-A.

Among the local teamns, Meadowbrook
finished with 92.5 points, good for fourth
place in Class 3-A;
Shenandoah had 90.5
points to finish fifth in

lected 45 points, taking
third in Class 2-A;
Bamesville had 76 points,
placing eighth in 3-A; and
Cambridge totaled 64
points, eighth in Class 4-A.

Earning the next-best fin-
ishes among local wrestlers
in the three-day OVAC extravaganza were
Barnesviile High senior Jarrod Anderson
(27-2), who finished third in the 125-pound
division, and Shenandoah junior Codey
Leach (23-3), who was third at 215 pounds.

Clase 3-A; -Caldwell col-

Five grapplers took fifth place, including
Meadowbrook sophomore Mike Lehotay
(28-5) at 103 pounds; Meadowbrook senior
Ben Cain (27-6) at 125 pounds; Shenandoah
Jjunior Matt Hannohs (22-6) at 145 pounds;
Bamesville junior Jason Bahmer (274) at
152 pounds; and Shenandosh senior Casey
Rinehart (18-8) at 160 pounds.

Bamesville junior Todd Hunkler (25-4)
was sixth at 140 pounds; gaining seventh
placewere Meadowbrook sepjor Jeff Casey |
(27-6) at 152 pounds and Shenandoah fresh-
man John Hom (20-7) at 189 pounds; and .
taking eighth place were Caldwell junior
Chris Bond (18-8) at 125 pounds,
Meadowbrook junior Tony Warner (25-8) at
140 pounds, Meadowbrook senior Derek
Conrad (22-12) at 189 pounds and
Barnesville junior Brad Hannahs (16-12).at
215 pounds,

Individual OVAC champions included
freshman Abbie Rush of Wheeling Park

See OVAC page B-7

- Several local grapplers fare
- well at OVAC Tournament

OVAC from page B-1
+ (25-6) at 103; freshman Mickey Nicola of St. John Central (20-1) at
= 12; junior Jesse Emery of Harrison Central (22-2) at 119; sopho-
.~ more Clay Tucker of Martins Ferry (21-2) at 125; junior Braden

Shaw of Brooke (31-1) at 130; freshman Zack Schuller of Buckeye
.. Local (24-3) at 135; senior Jared Hoppel of Beaver Local (19-2) at

140; senior Steve Flowers of Oak Glen (23-1) at 145; senior Phil
. Bliss of Brooke (30-1) at 152; senior David Bertolino of Buckeye
> Local (26-0) at 160; junior Robbie Dimmerling of Monroe Central
;-j _(20-1) at 171; senior Jared Williams of Beaver Local (24-2) at 189;
«»junior Adam Hoppel of Beaver Local (19-1) at 215; and Davia of
= Union Local (27-1) at 275,
» _Nine of the 14 champions (Emery, Tucker, Schuller, Jared Hoppel,
. Bliss, Bertolino, Williams, Adam Hoppel and Davia) entered the
< tournament as No. 1 seeds. Rush, Nicola and Shaw were No. 2 seeds
. while Flowers and Dimmerling were No. 3 seeds.

Buckeye's Bertolino was named the Bierkortte Award winner as
« the tournament's ontstanding wrestler.
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OVAC mat
tourney
to unfold
Thursday

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leadér Sports Writer

An Ohio Valley wrestling fan's three
favorite days of the year ar¢ almost upon
us. :

The annual Ohie Valley Athletic
Conference Wrestling Tournament Kicks
off Thursday evening at 6 p.m. at the
Wheeling Civic Center. .

The 2003 tournament marks the 50th
anniversary of the bi-state tournament
which has developed into one of the
nation's largest tournaments.

“We have been blessed,” said tourna:
ment director Ron Mauck. “To think that
50 years ago a wrestling tour- ,
nament started in a con- .
ference and the confer- 4
ence is still doing very
well with a lot of addi- |
tions of sports, but our
tournament is still
herc." "i.’-.'i
The three-day event -
which features five sessions
and some 490 matmen from 34 schools -
will see more than 800 bouts contested
before it wraps up Saturday cvening. :

Thursday’s action finds first round
matches in all 14 weight classes compet:
ing. The festivities begin with opening cer-
emonies which involves all competitors
entering in an Olympic-style parade.

Friday’s first session begins at 11 a.m.
with second round championship matches
as well as first and second round consola-
* tion matches. _

The action picks up again Friday at 5
* p.m. when the championship quarterfinals
as well as the third and fourth round conso-
lation matches all take center stage.

The opening three sessions will all be
contested on eight mats. e

The final day of the wrestling carnival
will begin Saturday at 12 p.m. with the
championship semifinals, fifth round and
consolation semifinals.

The Civic Center will then come to life
again Saturday at 6:30 p.m, with the cham-
pionship and consolation finals.

Along with the wrestling, there are sev-
eral other events which will take place.

The presentation of the Mr. Mat Award
' will be made prior to Saturday’s finals as

will the 25th anniversary, honoring win-
ners from the 1978 tournament. Another
anniversary will also be held as all of the
champions from all 49 of the previous tour-
naments have been invited back to take
part. They, too, will be recognized before
the start of the finals. ,
Coach Larry Shaw's Golden Bears of
Oak Glen enter the tournament as the
defending overall and 3-A champions.
Beaver Local (4-A), Shadyside _(2-A)
" and Cameron (1-A) are the other reigning
class champions.

A new champion in 2-A is guaranteed

since Shadyside has dropped to 1-A this

ear.

Y “] think this tournament will be very
competitive,” Mauck said. “As it usually 15,
this tournament is solid from top to bottom
in all four classes.”

The 3-A class earned the most seeds
with 45, one more than 4-A. The 2-A divi-
sion took 12 sceds and 1-A had 11
wrestlers seeded.

Two of the favorites entering the tourna-
ment are Beaver Local and Brooke.

The Beavers of Coach Rich Wright and
the Bruins of Coach Joe Erlewine both
enter the tournament with nine seeded

Ses, OVAC, Page B4
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2003 OVAC Wrestling
Tournament Pairings

OPENING ROUND PAIRINGS

103 -- Anthony Valles (Weir
Madonna} vs. Chauncey Grean (Ball);
Justin Turnbuli (BL} vs. Eddle Mercer
(Wells); Ba'an Scammell (51.C) vs. Mike
Lehotay (Maadaw}; Joe Skoff (S.JC) ve.

Kasey Tipton ({(Monros); Dustin:

Daug ar;i Cambridge} vs. Brandon
Mitler (O lan); Zane Boyd (Edison)
vs. Coray LaMaster (Cald); Anthony
Duffield (East Llverpool) vs. Justin
Krulock (Union Local}; Dan Magers
(Barnas) va. Derlclk Caudlll (Baaver);
Mait Cavanaugh (Shen) vs. John Coup
(MF); Jaasica Pack _‘_Tylar) va. Jarad
Shaw (Brooke); Tim Cumpston
g:amaron) vs, Joff Trlg%(ShadysidaL;
obbia Martin {IC}) vs. Donnla Wabl
{Conotton); Rashade Stevenson (Steub)
vs. Abble Rush (Park). :

112 -- Lucas Huffman {Rlver) vs,
Bobby Morrls SShﬂnﬂnduah ; Matt
Walker (East Liv); vs. Jash Grelnar
&Brooka); Luke Hoppel (Baavar) vs.

haz Clark {Barnes); Logan Hartle (JM)
vs. Bryan Early {Camb); Tim Nehrbas
(Staubz vs. Justin Seebach (Cald}; Billy
wabb {Conotton) va, Scott Bumgardner
{Park); Jordan Saldler (Monroae) va. Matl
Emery {Indlan Craek); Kenny Furbea
(SL.C) vs. Mike Valasko {Harrson); Rich
Heslop {Bell) vs. Mickey Nicola (SJC).

118 ~ Jasse Emery (HC) vs. Grant
White (Donahue); Dave Glansss! (Wair)
ve. Jessia Staneking (Cameron); Brad
Bartubln (Cambridge} vs. Paul McCoy
{Boavar); Jake Bales (Edison) vs. Zac
Hixenbaugh (Madonna); David Boriz
gShan) vs. Mait Brown (Barnas); Dirk

aker (Oak Glen) vs. Tany Simon
Staub); Jared Booth (Beli) vs. Wihlie

axton (Buckeye); Matt Smith (Brooka)
vs. Sath Rosen (Monroe); Marvin
Banson {Mnadow? vs. Kory Walte
(Shen); Anthony Nicholas (Conotton)
vs. Ryan Crum (Cald); Jacob Gasser
{Indian Creek} va, Brady Roth (Martins
Ferry); Kayne Malko {SJC) vs. Sean
Neft (Tylar); Lee Dayle (JM} vs, Chad
Byers (River); Nick Oberdick (St.C) vs.
Brian umEhrey {Park).

125 -- Clay Tucker (Fanyz va, Bruce
Swallle Q;lall); than Lowe (Magnolia)
vs. Ban Young (Steub); Shane Wright
((:Oak Glen) vs. Tony Mayle (Indian

reak); Ben Caln (Meadow) vs. Shawn
Gilletta (Shen); Bryan Vamar (Walr) vs.
Alax Northeraft (Tyler); Brad Bilysu
ﬁ!sal]a ve. Noah Q'Nseil (Camaron);

ike Deter (Madonna) vs. Ryan
Turnbull (Buckeya}; Josh Hoover
gBeaver vs. Paul Simmons (JM); Todd

chmelzenbach (Shenandoah) vs.
David Blawut ‘Harrison); Aon Nelson
g’ark) ve. Erlc Zuzak (51.C}); Rick

areschick {Wellsville} vs. Jonathan
McFarland {Brooke); Ghris Bond
§Caldwail) ve. Jaramleh Wasbb
Conotton); Jared Ward (Montoa) vs,
Jameas Huff (SJC); Kevin Ingram
iEdlsun) vs, Jarrod Anderson
Barnesvlile).

130 — Josh Johnson (Indlan Craek)
ve. Matt Hale (Steubanvilie); Billy
Henthron (Magnolla) vs. Kelg Hughss
{Cameron); Jassla Mahan (Oak Glen)
vs, Jason Workman Hiva?; Kyla Mull
(JM) vs. James White Hﬂrrlson?;
Jordan Beadie (Wellsvilla) va. Chris
Davls (Caldwell); Matt Kemp
!Shﬂnﬂndnah) va. Grant Hoppel

Beaver); Aaron Brown (Monroajvs.
Dean Hornbeck (Edison); Nata Furry
EMBadowbruok) vs. Matt Aberegg
Beallsville); Tom Carpantar {SJC) vs.
Gary Dankovchik {Weir); Brett Blevins
{UL) vs. John Petrozzl (Buckeye);
Branden McCort (Beallaire) vs. Jake
Backer (5t.C); Mike Hayé ambridge)
vs. Jason Jones (Farry); Evan Lelfhelt
{Park) vs. Braden Shaw (Brooke).

135 - Zach Schuller (Buckeye} vs.
Shane Walters {Indian Craek); Tony
Vita (Magnolia) vs. Josh Lauenar {SL.C);
John Wilson (Union Local} vs, Jos
Whealer (Steub); Jason Koontz (JM} ve.
Chris Mikula {(Madonna); Mike Aberagg
(Eaallsvl!lez_lvs. John Perko {Bellaira);
Isalah Rltchle (TYIBr) vs. John Walker

East Liverpool); Jacob Lackman
Shadyside) vs. Ryan Ferguson
Monroa); Mika Mamone (Marting Ferry)
vs. Kyle King (Barnesville); Nick
Zambon (Shenandoah) vs. Justin
Cataldo {Wellsville); Shawn Dunn
ﬁaaver) vg. Tyler Love (Meadowbrook);

onlca Daque (Park) vs. D.J. Yoders
(Cameron); Sean Mcintosh {Oak Glan)
vs. James Gyenes (Edison); Brandon
Varner (Weir) vs. Chrle Crock
(Shenandoah); Ben Phillips (Harrisen)
vs. Zach Hupp (Caldwell); Clay Teagua
(Cambridge) vs. Mika Durbin (Brooke),

140 -- Jared Hoppel (Beaver) vs,
Zachary Compston ULz; ick Brewer
Mag) vs. BradBrooks (51.C); Matt Stacy
Waells) vs. Tun?r Warner; Brandon

ruce (Ball) va, MikeThomas (Harrison);
Jesse Young (Welr), vs. Tylar Schorr
BD0); Clyde Jordan {iC) vs. Larry Wright
Madonna}; Albent Philllps (BL) vs. Thad
roster (Steub); Dustin Richa (JM? vs.
Jaka Garvin { ambrldga); Abe Winter
kﬂlver) ve. Josh Whipkey (Camaron),
athan Smith (Shen) vs. Billy Frollini
{Shady}); Brandon Macum (E. Liverpcol)
vs. Todd Hunkler {Barnas); lan
Whittington (Oak Gien) vs. Krls Bayne
(Staub. Cantral); Luke Warren (Ferry)
vs. Zach Kandle (Park); Rob Martin
(Tyler) vs, David Durbin { ka).

145 -- Christophar Wilson {(MC) vs.
Nick Koon (Ma I: Alan Buzzard (Wells)(
va, Dale Farrsll (St.C}; Andre Dudley
(Stgubenville} vs. Matt Hannahs
9Shen); Vic Bologna (Harrlsan) vs,
Qordon Walker (Cambridge); Mike
Marico {Welr) vs. Adam Wadian
(Conotlon); Jimmy Jonas (Beallsvills)
vs, Joa Bsllanca (Beaver}; Justin
LaForrest (Cameron) vs. Brock
Bowman (Buckayag tava Flowers
g)ak Glan) vs. Jim Zink {Park); Adam

anella {Steub, Central) vs. Adam
Weaklay {Tylar); Alex Lee (JM) vs.
Robby Nixon {Bamasvilie); Jon Fekete

Datuliak (River); Matt Saxton (Buckeye
Local) vs. Luke Sulek (Bellalre); Ben
Ray (Cambridge} vs. Ken Baker
{Harrison); Matt rion {Oak Glen) vs.
Robbte Fosslter (Shenandeah); Adam
Gibson (Park) vs. Danisl Bender
(Caldwell); Corey Atkins (JM) vs, Don
Gianessi (Weir); Luke Bumblco (Ferr:r)
vs. Jason Bahmer (Bamasviiie}; Chris
Case (St. John's) vs. Jack Arangb
g\gadonna); John Potvar|nl"i519u .

ntral) vs. Chris Banadict (Monros);
Jason Wright (Shadyside) vs. Mark
McCourt (Edison); Casey Hughes
Cameron} vs. David Babel
Staubenville); Jeft Casay
Meadowbrook) vs. Darin Kin
Magnolia); Kenny Oliver {Indian Cresk
vs, Jon Kinnsy (Baallsvilla}; Jason
Flandolg (East Livarpool) vs, Jeremy
Shaw (Beaver).

160 - Davld Bertolino (Buckeys) vs.
winner of Adam Tucker (Magnolal) and
Josh Ressiter (Meadowbraok); Will
Marroulis (Edison) vs, Jamas Baaver

Steub); Tyler Kinzy (Baeallsvilla) vs.

ray Archer {Caldwell); Adam Spesce
(Brooke) vs. Craig Blevins {Union
Local); Tyler Schumacher (Monros) vs,
Aaron Carter (East Liverpool); Garrett
Railing (Oak Glan) vs. elo Magnona
(Welr); Luke High (Cambridge) vs. Matt
Beiter 1Donahue); Kyla Smith
Barnesville) va. Kellen Hughes (Indlan

reak); I. Stewart (Camaron) vs. Justin
Provenzano (Farry); Mike Hagburn
(B-allalreg vs. Aaron Montgomery (Steub.
Geniral); Chris Norris {Beaver} vs.
Russell Kocher (River), Jake Myers
!Madonnﬂ) vg. Justin Myers- (Harrison),

y Rinehart (Shenandoah) vs, Nick

Toth SSL Clairsvilie}; Jessa Mesirobvio
{Park) va. Sam Gleske (Tyler}); David
Jones \Cunoltnn) va. Ayan Jackson
&\jell&vl la); Winner of Shawn Simmons

M and Jesse Kelly {SJC) vs. Luke
rkhardt {Shadysids).

171 -- Bobhy Samsa (Shadyside)
vs. Shawn King {(Barnesville); Zack
Morre (JM) vs. Vince Pittman
(Beallsville), John Beamar ﬁCunnllon)
vs. Josh Meeks (8t. Clairsvlile); Chris
Green {East Liverpool) vs, Nathan
Loughran {Brooke)}; Bobby Scurlock
{Cambridge) vs. Dusiz McVay anion
Local); Shana Clark {Farry) vs. Robb
Dimmaerling (Monroa); Derak Sefsic
(Harrison) vs. Todd &rasavac (Park);
Matt Oﬂla {(Caldwell) vs. Rhett
Northcraft (Cak Glen}; Sean McQuire
(Steub, Cantral) va. Aaron Owings
(Weir); Eric Stsphens (River) vs, James
Lyons (Steub); Trant Starkv {indian
Creek) vs. Jimmy Helmick ( agnnl!a);
Josh Whita (Tyler) vs, Adam Cooper
(Cameron); Dan Beitar (Donahue) vs.
Jordan Willlams (Beaver).

189 - Jared Willlams (Beaver} vs,
Juslln Younciak {Brooke); Steve Blake
(Cameran) va. Mike Prati (Harrison);
Jelf Coole (Ferry} vs. Robert Oldileld
(River); Josh Ewing (JM) vs. Shaun
Green ({East Liverpool); Cory
Cunningham (Barnesville) vs. Mike
Frallinl {Shadys/da};, David Ross
Staubenville) vs. John Skinner
Beallsvllis); Tany Palmer {Conolton)
vs. Cody Potta (Oak Glen}r; Scott
Antonik {Bellalre) vs. Josh Thomas
EMa nolia); Adam Cowser {Indlan

reek) vs. John Orslni (Staub. Central);
Jasse McNeely (Tylar) vs. Derek
Conrad (Meadowbrook); Justin Britnall
ECarnbrid e) vs, Danlel Howard {St.

lairsvilla}; John Horn (Shenandoah)
vs, Matlt Hikala (Madonna); Clayton
Benedict {Monroe} vs. James Harrls
{Buckeye); Bill Maxwall (Caldwell) vs,
Cody Tominak (Park}.

215 -- Adam Hoppsl (Beaver) va.
Tommy Yoho (Magnolia); Dirk Soland
gaallalra) va. Matt Elson {Cameron);

lehard Campbell {Conotton) vs. Bud
Harcules (Park); Brandan Huftman
EHarrIson) vs. Brian Tibbs (Buckeys);

randon Bovina {Indlan Cresk) vs.
Marlo Barnaebral (Madonna); Logan
Koahler {Beallsville) vs. Bill Whitshill
(Oak Glan); Coda Leach
Shenandoah) ve. Jared Chandlar
Cambridge); Davld Hart (Caldwell) vs.

ovin Dulaney (Brooks); Mike Bartley
{Waeir) vs. Chris Frankhauser (Edison);
Brad Hannahs {Bamaesville) va. Brlan
Fisher {(Wallsville); Ben Love
{Msadowbrook) vs. Jared Mostl (Steub.
Cantral); Mike Gessler (Tyler} va. Josh
Stansbury (East LivarpooB.

275 -- Koel Davla (UL) vs. Bobb
Kittte {Ferry); Lucas Mllcheﬁ
{Shanandoah) vs. Maurice Hinaes
Indian Creek); Erlc Wagner (Buckare)
vs. Andy Fegal {Welr); Patrick McGillion
Oak Glen) vs. Bruno Manypanny
Madonna); Derek Molnar {Brooke) ve,
Kevin Stokes (Magnolla); Mike Snydar
(Staubanvlile) vs. Matt DuVali (Bellaire;
Michasel Price (Cambridgs) vs, C.J.
Montgnmarg (Steub. Central); Blake
Shawke (Beaver) vs. Jeremtiah
Hinnsrman (Edlison); G.J. Manning
{(Cameron) vs. Kevin Staub {Park);
Corey Ebbert (JM} vs, Scott
Neuanschwander (S5t.C); Waesley
Haslam (Rlver) va Stephen Badgley
(East Livarpool); Luke Sheperd (Tyler)
ve. Was Fatty (Donahuse}; Jeremiah
Scherer {Meadowbrook) vs, Tony
Carothers (Harrison).

Champlons Returning
_fql_;_25th Anniversary
103 Pourds —~ Paul Carter: Cadr&).
;‘!"21‘-)-1.- Carl Stanlsy (Wheeling
119 - Termy Waigel (Walr):
}azg-upm B,G“’”%}:‘{”_’"* _
138 - Paull Pmﬁo’ elisville}, .
146 <= Ray Pernell _alrz_-; :
155 -~.Jo8) Davia tgym. R
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White (Donahue); Dave Glanessi (Welr)
vs. Jessla Stoneking {Cameron); Brad
Bartubin (Cambridge) vs. Paul McGoy
{Beavar); Jakes Bates (Edison) vs. Zac
Hixenbaugh (Madonna}; David Borlz
(Shen) vs. Matt Brown (Barnes); Dirk
Baker (Oak Gien) vs. Tony Simon
Staub); Jared Booth (Bell) vs. Willie

axton (Buckeye); Malt Smith {Brooke)
vs. Seth Rosen {Monroe); Marvin
Benson (Meadow) vs. Kory Walte
(Shen}; Anthany Nicholas (Conotlon}
vs. Ryan Crum {Cald); Jacob Gasser
{Indian Creak) vs. Brady Roth (Martins
Ferry); Kayne Malko (SJC) vs, Sean
Neft (Tger : Lea Doyle (M} vs. Chad
Byers A iver); Nick Oberditk (81.C) vs.
Brian Humghray {Park).

125 - Clay Tucker (Ferry) vs. Bruce
Swallie (Bell}); Ryan Lowe (Ma%olla)
vs, Ben Young {Staub); Shane Wright
{Oak Glen) vs. Tony Mayle {Indian
Craek); Ben Caln {(Meadow) vs. Shawn
Gillette {Shen); Bryan Vamer (Wair{ vs.
Alex Northeraft (Tyler); Brad Bilyeu
(Bealis) vs. Noah O'Nail {Cameron);
Mike Detar (Madonna) vs. Ryan
Turnbull (Buckeya); Josh Hoover
{Beavar) vs. Paul Simmons (IM); Todd
Schmelzenbaeh (Shenandoah) vs.
David Blawut iHarrlsun); Ron Nelson
(Park) vs, Eric Zuzak (81.C); Rick
Bereschick (Wellsville} vs. Jonathan
McFarland (Brooke); Ghris Bond
{Caldwali) vs. Jeremiah Webb
{Gonotton); Jared Ward (Monrpe) vs.
James Huff (SJC); Kevin Ingram
gEdison) vs. Jarrod Anderson
Barnasvilla).

130 - Josh Johnsen (Indian Creek)

va. Matt Hale (Steubenville); Billy
Henthron (Magnaolia) vs. Keily Hughes
{Camaron}; Jessis Mahan (Cak Glen)
vs. Jason Woarkman Hiverz: Kyle Muli
(JM) vs. James White (Harrison);
Jordan Beadie (Wellsvills) vs. Chris
Davis {Caldwell); Matt Kemp
iShanandaah) vs. Grant Hoppel
Beaver); Aaron Brown (Manroe} vs.
Dean Hornbeck (Edisan); MNate Furry
(Meadowbrook) vs. Matt Aberegg
(Beallsville); Tom Carpenter (SJC) vs.
Gary Dankovehik (Wair); Brett Blevins
(UL} vs. John Petrozzi {(Buckeyse);
Brandon MoCort (Bellaira) vs. Jake
Backer (5t.C); Mike Ray (Cambridge)
vs. Jason Jones (Ferry); Evan Leifheit
(Park} vs. Braden Shaw (Brooke).

135 -- Zach Schullar (Buckaye) vs.
Shane Walters {Indian Creek); Tony
Vila (Magnalia) vs. Josh Lauener (SLC);
John Wilson (Union Local) vs, Josh
Wheeler (Steub); Jason Koontz (JM) vs.
Chrs Mikula {Madonna); Mike Aberagg
(Baallsville) vs, John Perko (Bellairs);
fsaiah Ritchia (Tylar} vs. John Walker
(East Liverpeol); Jacob Lackman
!Shadyslde) vs. Ryan Ferguson

Monrog); Mike Mamone (Martins Ferry)

vs. Kyle King (Barnesville); Nick
Zambon {Shenandoah) vs. Justin
Cataldo (Waellaville); Shawn Dunn
(Beaver) vs. Tyler Love {Meadowbrook);
Monica Dague {Park) vs. D.J, Yoders
{Camaron); Sean Mcintosh (Oak Glen)
vs. James Gyenses {Edison); Brandon
Varner (Weir) vs. GChris Crock
{(Shanandoah); Ben Philiips {Harrison)
vs. Zach Hupp (Caldwell); Clay Teague
(Cambridge) vs. Mika Durbin (Brooke).

140 -- Jared Hoppel (Beaver) vs,
Zachary Gompstan (UL); Rick Brewar
{Mag) vs. BradBrooks (St.C); Matt Stacy
(Wa||sgvs. Tony Warner; Brandon
Bruce (Bell) vs. MikaThomas (Harrison);
Jesse Young (Walr); vs. Tyier Schore

BD); Glyde Jordan (IC) vs. Larry Wright
Madonna); Albert Phillips (BL) vs, Thad
rosler (Steub); Dustin Richey {JM) vs.
Jake Garvin (Cambridge); Abe Winlter
{Hivar) vs. Josh Whipkey {Camaron);
Nathan Smith {Shen) vs. Blily Froliini
(Shady); Brandon Macum (E. Liverpoof)
va. Todd Hunkler {(Barnes); lan
whittington {Oak Glen) vs. Kris Bayne
{Steub. Csniral); Luke Warran (Ferr }
vs, Zach Kandle {Park); Rab Martin
(Tyler} vs. David Durbin (BmOkebI

145 -- Christopher Witson (MG) vs.
Nick Koon (Mag}; Alan Buzzard (Wells){
vs, Dala Farrell (51.C); Andre Dudlay
(Steubenville) vs. Matt Hannahs
gShan); Vic Bolegna (Hafrison) vs,
Gordon Walker (Cambridge); Mike
Merlco {Welr} vs. Adam Wadlan
(Conotton); Jimmy Jones {Beallsville)
vs. Jog Bellanca (Beaver); Justin
LaForrest {Cameton} vs. Brock
Bowman (Buckeye}; Steve Flowers

s:Oak Glen) vs. Jim Zink (Park); Adam
anella {Steub, Gentral) vs., Adam
Waeklay (Tyler); Alex Lee {JM) vs.
Robby Nixon (Bamesvilie); Jon Feksta
{Ballaire) vs. Dana Davis (Brocke); Zac
Pendeiton (Indian Creek) vs, Jason
Harper (Caldwell); Jesse Jones SFer;y)
vs. Josh Peyton (Meadowbrook); Ron
Scolt (East Liverpool) vs, Jasse [rwin
(Shadyside).
152 -- Phil Bliss (Brooke) vs. David

(Barnasvlﬁe) vs. Kelien Hughes (Indian
Creek); |. Stewart (Cameron) vs. Justin
Provenzano (Ferry); Mike Hepburn
{Belialre) vs. Aaran Montgomery (Steub.
Central); Chris Norris (Beavar) vs.
Russell Kocher {River); Jake Myers
{(Madonna) vs. Justin Myers: {Harrison);
Casey Rinehart (Shenandoah) vs. Nick
Toth {St. Clairsvilla); Jesse Mastrabvic
(Park) vs. Sam Glaske (Tyler); David
Jones {(Conottan) vs. Ayan Jackson
Wallsvilie); Winnaer of Shawn Simmons
JM and Jesse Keily {SJC) vs. Luke
Burkhardt (Shadysiday.

171 -- Bobby Samsa (Shadysida)
vs. Shawn King (Barnesville); Zack
Morre (JM) vs. Vince Pittman
(Beallsviile); John Beamer (Conotton)
v, Josh Meaks (St. Clairsville); Chris
Grean (East Liverpool) vs. Nathan
Loughran (Brooke); Bobby Scurlock
{Cambridge) vs. Dusty MeVay (Union
Local); Shane Clark (Farry) vs. Robb
Dimmerling (Monroe); Derek Sefsic
“‘-Iarrisun) vs. Todd Krasevac (Park);

att Ogle (Caldwell} vs. Rhsit
Narthcraft (Qak Glen); Sean McGuire
iSteub. Central) vs. Aaron Owings
Wair); Eric Stephens (Rivar) vs, James
Lyons (Steub); Trent Starkey (Indian
Craeok) vs. Jimmy Helmick {Magnolia);
Josh White (Tyler) vs. Adam Goopsar
(Camercn); Dan Beiter {Donahug) vs.
Jordan Williams (Beaver).

189 - Jared Wiliams (Beaver} vs.

Justin Younciak (Brooke); Steve Blake
{Cameron) vs. Mike Prait (Harrison);
Jaff Coole (Feery) vs. Aobert Ojdfield
(Rlvar); Josh Ewing (JM) vs. Shaun
Green (East Liverpool); Cory
Cunningham {Barnasville} vs. Mike
Froflini (Shadyside); David Hoss
Steubenville) vs. John Skinner
Beallsvilla); Tony Palmer (Conoltan)
vs. Cody Potts (Oak Glen); Scott
Antonlk {Bellaire) vs. Josh Thomas
{Magnatia); Adam Cowser (indian
Creek)} vs. John Orsini (Steub. Central);
Jessa McNeely {Tyler) vs. Derak
Conrad (Meadowbrook); Justin Britnall
(Cambridge) vs. Danial Howard (St.
Clalrsville); John Horn (Shenandoah)
vs. Matt Hikala {Madonna); Clayten
Benadict (Monroe) vs. James Harris
{Buckeys); Bill Maxwel! (Galdwall} vs.
Cody Tominak {Park).

215 -- Adam Hoppal (Beaver) vs.

Tommy Yohe {Magnolia); Dirk Soland
(Bellaire) vs. Matl Eison (Cameron);
Richard Campbel (Conotton) vs, Bud
Hercules (Park); Brandon Huffman
{Harrisen) vs, Brian Tibbs (Buckeys);
Brandon Bovina i!ndlan Creak) vs,
Mario Barnebrei {Madonna); Logan
Koahler (Beallsville) vs. Bili Whitahill
(Oak Glan}; Codey Leach
iShananduah) vs, Jared Chandler
Cambridge); David Hart (Caldwell) vs.
Devin Dulaney {Brooke); Mike Bartiey
{Welr) vs. Chris Frankhauser {Edison);
Brad Hannahs (Barnesville} vs, Brian
Fisher {Welisville); Ben Love
{Meadowbrook) vs. Jared Most| {Staub.
Canirai); Mike Gessler (Tyler} vs, Josh
Stansbury (East Liverpool}.

275 -- Koal Davia (UL) vs. Bobby
Kittle (Ferry); Lucas Mitchsll
2Shenandoah) vs. Maurice Hines
indian Creek); Eric Wagner (Buckeys)
vg. Andy Fegal (Welr); Patrick McGiflion
{Oak Glen) vs. Bruno Many{‘:enny
{Madonna); Derek Molnar (Brooke) vs.
Kevin Stokes {Magnolia); Mike Snyder
(Steubenville) vs. Matt DuVall {Bellaire;
Michael Price {(Cambridge) vs. C.J.
Montgomerg (Steub. Central); Blake
Shawke (Beaver) vs. Jeremiah
Hinnerman (Edison}; C.J. Manning
{Cameron) vs. Kevin Staub {FPark);
Corey Ebbert (JM) vs. GScott
Neuanschwander (St.C); Weslay
Haslam (River) vs Staphen Badgley
(East Livarpool); Luke Sheperd (Tylar)
vs. Wes Fetty (Donahuse); Jeremiah
Scharer (Meadowbraok) vs. Tany
Carothers (Harrison).

Champions Returning
#for 25th Anniversary
From 1878
98 Pounds - Randy Pryor (Wair)
103 Pounds - Paul Carter (Catiiz).
412+ Carl Stantey {(Wheeling’
Park). I
148+ Terry Welgs) (Welr), -
$26~'Daye Chadwell (Baallavile),
182 - Dave Ballay (Wellaville), -
1838 = Paul:Prazzia (Wallsville),
5‘!45--.LF\_:sgy'‘F,’arrusll'((J k)
1155 -~ oe| iDa'\ﬂa( adizy,.- .-
157 - Gireg Morris (John Marshall).
178 - Alan Logan (Beallsville),
186 .- Greg Lehasky- (John
:Marshall :
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By JIM ELLIOTT
Staff Writer

While much has changed in
the 30 years since the first Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference
Wrestling Tournament — the
location, the size, and in some
cases, the teams — one constant
remains.

In order to win, you’ve got to

‘ be }%ood.
WRESTLING or teams like
Re Oak Glen, last

PORT year’s overall and

) Class 3-A cham-

jon, Beaver Local, East

iverpool, Brooke, Harrison
Central, Martins Ferry, and
Buckeye Local, that’s not neces-
sarily a problem.

Beaver Local and Brooke
each have nine seeded wrestlers.
In the case of the Beavers, three
of those are No. 1s. Oak Glen
has eight sceded wrestlers.
Buckeye Local has six, includ-
ing two No. 2s. -

On paper, that gives those
teams - and possibly a few
others — an advantage. But the
key to winning this thing isn’t
just having a few good
wrestlers, it's having a team full
of good wrestlers,

That’s why Buckeye Local
wrestling coach Jay Michael
says it’s nice to be mentioned
with the Beaver Locals and Oak
Glens of the world, but not
always realistic.

“1 think right now it’s very
tough for a lot of schools
because the numbers are

Hwt = % oan O'Brien (Whesling
Park). S

® OVAC

Continued from Page B1

wrestlers.

The Beavers, however, have wrestlers seeded in the top four,

including top-seeded Adam Hoppel (2

Jared Williams (189).

Buckeye Local — which also figures to be in the chase for much
of the weekend - has two top seeds. Defending champion David

Bertolino (160) and freshman Zach Schuller {133).

The remainder of the top seeds look like this: 103 --
Valles (Weir Madonna); 112 -- Lucas Huffman (River); 119 -- Jesse
Emery (Harrison Central); 125 -
-~ Josh Johnston (Indian Creek); 145 -
Central); 152 -- Phil Bliss (Brooke); 171 -- Bobby Samsa

Clay Tucker (Martins Ferry); 130

(Shadyside); 275 -- Koel Davia (Union Local).

“] think the team title is going to be somewhat of a toss up,”
Mauck said. “There are always going to be upsets along the wa
I think the coaches did a good job with the seeding, so it wi

interesting.”

Once all of the matches have been contested, another award will
presented. The Dave Bierkortte Award is given to the tournament’s

most outstanding grappler.

15), Jared Hoppel (140) and

Anthony

Christopher Wilson (Monroe

, but
11 be

down,”” Michael said, *‘Tt’s hard
to get quantity with quality. A
lot of teams are like that. They
have guality kids, they just don’t
have a bunch of then.™’

W The Golden Bears are one
of the few teams that have both.
And they've got a coach in
Larry Shaw who makes a living
winning titles.

If Oak Glen is going to
repeat, it’ll have to battle.

Steve Flowers is the Golden
Bears™ highest seed (third) at

145,

*“They don’t have any big
seeds,”” Michael says, “‘but
every one of their kids is going
ta score points.”™

Shaw agrees,

“Our kids have done that
thus far this season,’”” he said.
“We've been competitive
because of our team balance.

““We have to go in and com-
pete hard. That’s just what's
expected at Oak dle.n. When
you're at the top, it’s either stay
there, or back off.”

W Buckeye Local's No. 1
seeds are Zach Schuller, a 135-
pound freshman who has
already taken on some of the
state’s best in that class, and
David Bertolino, a 160-pound
rock that has won a national
tournament in Virginia last year.

“*He seems like he's been
around for ever,”” Michael said
of Bertolino, also a defending
OVAC champion. “‘But he’s
certainly worked hard and put
his time in.”’

B ' Running the show for
Beaver Local is Rich Wright, a
former OVAC champion at East
Liverpool who doubles as the
school’s football coach.

He’s aware his team is about
to become a bulls eye, although
he scoffs at the idea that it’s a
fuvorite,

“Oak Glen is the returning
champ,”” Wright says. “They're
the favorite in my book.”” -

Still, folks are keeping an
open eye — maybe two - on
Beaver Local.

“‘We knew at the end of last
year that we were going to have
a pretty good team,”” Wright
saic, *““Hopefully it works out
that way. You have to remem-

Bears Seek
OVAC Repeat

“They don’t
have any big
seeds, but every
one of their kids
is going to score
points.”
Buckeye Local

coach Jay Michael
on Oak Glen

ber, seeds are just starting posi-

tions.

*“We think we have 14 kids
that can score — we think we
have 14 kids that can place. A
lot of our No. 1 and 2 seeds are
going to face difficult oppo-
nents. That’s why we need
everyone to be involved.”’

With that, he’ll have his team
looking ahead, not behind.

“We want to cause an
upsel,” Wright said, *‘and not
become one. If we can do that,
we'll be right in the thick of it.

Leading the way for the
Beavers is 215-pounder Adam
Hoppel, Hoppel is a defending
state champion, and a two-time
defending OVAC champion.

He’s Wright's ace.

**He has to wrestle every
match with very little to gain
and a lot to lose,”” Wright said.
‘‘He’s been a big point scorer
for us since he’s been a ninth
grader. He’s a good part of our
fineup because you cnd with
those guys. 1t’s a good card to
have in your hand.”

Beaver’s other No. 1s are
Jared Hoppel, an OVAC runner-
up last year at 130 and Jared
Williams, a four-year starter
who has placed tliree times —
but never won an OVAC title.

*We’d like to see him up
there,”” Wright says.

_ M Brooke, which finished
sixth a year ago, is already on its
way to one of its most decorated
wrestling seasons ever.

Coach Joe Erlewine has
watched his wrestlers, who are
all back from a year ago, look
up at the walls in the school’s
wrestling room, which detail all
of the school’s records, and
think big. ‘

They’ve already pot one, and
they’te aiming for more.

“We're pretty hot right
now,” Erlewine reports.
~ Phil Bliss won an OVAC
championship at 140 pounds
last year, and will look to dupli-
cate that feat this season at 152,

He’s the top seed in that class
while three other Bruins —
Braden Shaw (130), Mike
Durbin (135), and David
Durbin (140) — are two-seeds.

“They're’ really focused,”
Erlewine said.

m Other 2002 champions
that are back looking for more
hardware in this year’s tourney
are  Martins Ferry’s Clay
Tucker, who won last year at
103, and is the No. I seed at
125 ... River’s Lucas Hutfman,
who seeks a second consecutive
title at 112 ... Josh Johnston of
Indian Creek, who was crowned
champion at 125 a year ago, but
will compete at 130 this year ...
Monroe Central’s Mr.
Everything Chris Wilson is
attempting to defend his title at
145 pounds,

W Shadyside, the defending
Class AA champion, has
dropped to single-A, and now
figures to be defending champi-
on Cameron’s top competition
for that division title.
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SPORTS SLATE

; [all times 7:301p.m. urtless noted)
od

ay
i COLLEGE
; Nen's Basketball
© West Virginia at Baston Coll,, noon
Women's Basketball
Ohie State at Northwestarn, 1 p.m.
mEw
Manday, Jan, 20
HIGH SCHOOL
Girls' Baskethal)
Hundred at Morg. Trinity, 7 p.m.
Martina Ferry at Shadysids
Staubenville at Rallaire ’
Magnolia at Bell. St. John
Bishop Donzhue at Bridgeport
5t. Clairsville st Cambridge
Steub. Central at Buckeye Local
Grafton at Tyter Cons,
Monroe Cantral at Beallsville
Paden City at River
Shenandcah at Waterford
Caldwell at Morgan
Frantier at Fort Frye
COLLEGE
Men's Basketball
Waest Liberty at WVU-Tech
Whag. Jasult at W.Va. State
Women's Baskethall
Wast Liberty at WWU-Tech, § p.m.
Miami (Ohio) at Marshall, 7 p.m,
mNu
Tuesday, Jan, 21
HiGGH SCHOOL
Boys’ Baskethall
Whaeeling Park at University
Whaeling Cantral at Weir
Tri-State Christian at Linsly
John Marshall at Magnolia
Baltaire St. Johe st Barnesville
Steub. Central at Martins Feiry
8ishop Denahus at Bridgeport
River at Shadysida
5t, Clairsville at Harrison Central
Unian Local at Coshocton
Buckeye Local at Brooke
Camaron at Clay-Battelle
Hundred at Valley
Steubenvilie at Beaver Local
Toronto at Weir. Madenna
Tyler Cans. at 5t. Marys
Buckeye Trall at Frontier
Caldwell at Fort Frye
Qzak Glen at Edlsan
Shenandeoah at Meadowbrook
East Palestine at Wellsvilla
Hiland at Conotton Vallay
Girts' Basketbal
Linsly at Camaron
£ast Liverpool at Lishon
East Palestine at Wellsville

Men's Baskethall

Ohio State at Indiana, 7 p.m.
mnEn
Wednesday, Jan, 22
HIGH SCHOOL

Boys’ Baskethball
Ballaire at Indian Creck
Camaron at West Greane

Girls” Baskatball
Wair at Whesling Central
Meadowbrook at Shenandozh

Wrestling
Conottan Valiey, Tusc. Central at
Malvern, 6 p.m.
COLLEGE

Men's Baskatball
Waynesburg at Bathany, 6 p.m.
Wast Virginla vs. Marshall*, 8 p.m.

Women's Baskathall ~

Waest Virginia vs. Marshalf*, 5:30

p.m.
Waynesburg at Bethany, 8 p.m.
*.at Chatleston, W.Va.
e
Thursday, Jan. 23
HIGH SCHOOL.

Girls' Basketbali
Whesling Park at John Marshall
Whesling Central at Brooke
Steubanville at Martins Ferry
Unlon Local at Bellaire
Toronto at Bell. 5t. Jahn
Shadyside at River
§t. Clalrsvilie at Indian Creek
Bishop Donahue at Mt. de Chantal
Bridgeport at Wair. Madonna
Caldwall at Barnesvilla
Harrison Central at Buckeye Local
Tyler Cons, at Monroe Central
Hundred at Cameron
Paden City at Clks. Notre Dame
Steub, Central at Wair
Wallsvilla at Oak Glen
Clay-Battalle at Valfey
East Liverpool at Edison
Sandy Valley at Conbtton Vallay
Wast Holmas at Cambridge

Meun’s Basketball
Waest Liberty at Salem Int.
Women's Basketbali
Waest Liberty at Salem Int., 5 p.m.
[Hinols at Ohio State, 7 p.m.
Wrestling
5Gth OVAC Wrestling Tournament
{at Whesling Civic Center)
Preliminary rounds, & p.m.
mEN
Friday, Jan, 24
HIGH SCHOOL
Boys' Basketball
Whaaeling Park at Zanesvitle
Whasling Cantral at Steubenville
Martins Ferry at Union Local
Shadyside at St Clakrsville
Paden City at Bizhop Donahue
Brooke at Weir
River at Menroa Central
Barnesville at Caldwell
Shenandoah at Baallsvilie
Toronto at Harrison Central
Cameron at Hundred
Indian Creek at Edison
Vallay at Clay-Battelle
Frontiar at Fort Frye
Waellsville at Beaver Local
Conotton Valley at Malvern
Coshocton at Meadowhrook
Carbridge at Indian Valley
Massillon at East Liverpool
Knights Roundball Classic .
Bellaire vs. Bridgeport, W.Va., 6

L.
Tyler Cons. vs. Magnocha, 8 p.m.
Girls' Baskethall
Magnolia at Linsly
_ Wrestiing

[ PR

Golden Anniversary for OVAC Mat Meet | _

50th annual tournament starts Thursday at Wheeling Civic Center

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer

The Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference will be celebrating a
golden anniversary at the Wheel-
ing Civic Center this week,

More than 850 high school
wrestlers will converge on the
Civic Center beginning Thursday
night at 6 for the 50th OVAC
Wrestling Tournament.

Last year’s tournament was
one of the most exciting in histo-
ry as less than nine points sepa-
rated the top four teams in the
final overall team standings.

Larry Shaw’s Oak Glen squad
edged Beaver Local, John Mar-
shall and Martins Ferry for the
Golden Bears’ first team title in
more than a decade and will be
looking to make it two in a row
this weekend.

All of the excitement sur-
rounding this year's event will
be mixed in with a little nostal-

ia.
£ On Saturday, all of the past
champions have been asked to
return and be recognized.,

“I think right now we have
somebody from every year
except 1958 set to attend,” said
Ron Mauck, who has served as
tournament director since 1979,

“Steve Kish has chaired that

committee and he’'s worked on
that for a year. We have more
than 225 athletes coming back,”

The 1979 event was also the
first year the tournament was
conducted at the Civic Center,

Mauck, a former wrestling
coach at Follansbee and Broocke
High Schools, said that has been
a great marriage from the begin-
ning.

“The Civic Center has been a
very fan-friendly environment,”

* he said.

“Those folks have done a
super and great Iiob. They've
really been helpful in putting on
the event.”

The OVAC Wrestling Tour-
nament has always been a popu-
lar fan magnet, dating back to
the inaugural event staged at

" Bridgeport High School in 1954.

Coach George Kovalick’s
Bulldogs captured that first team

title — the first of seven straight
team titles for Bridgeport — and
the tournament was well on its
way.

From Bridgeport, the event
later moved to Martins Ferry for
a short time, before enjo}ging
stints at the Moundsville Field

Bridgeport won the first seven
titles, John Vrotsos® Martins
Ferry powerhouses reeled off
seven straight championshiﬁs
from 1961-67 with Art Hehr
guiding the Riders to the 1968
crown, _

John Marshall’s grapplers,

“We still introduce all the
teams with an Olympic-style
ceremony. it's a pretty nice ™
thing and it’s nice for the kids. | kind of
get chills watching it.”

Ron Mauck
. k

House and Steubenville’s St.
John Arena.

“As the tournament grew you
had to find larger venues,”
Mauck recalled.

Mauck is part of a large con-
tingent of folks who have been
with the event for many years,
He likes to call the tournament
“a homecoming.”

“Those folks are basically still
intact from the original tourna-
ment {(at the Civic Center),” he
said,

The longtime director added
that many of those folks have
encouraged new people to help
out, thus continuing the process
of developing new ideas to keep
the event fresh and exciting.

“We try to do some things that
make it more fan friendly and
also recognize the kids,” Mauck
said., “The athletes put a lot of
hours into the sport — during the
season and in the off-season. It’s
a very competitive sport.”

Competitive is one way to
describe the parity at the tourna-
ment since 1980. Since then,
eight different schools have won
team championships, with just
three schools picking up back-to-
back titles.

In the event’s carly days,
domination was the norm. After

under the direction of Bill Hine-
gardner, captured three straight
crowns from 1972-74,

That’s the last time any team

has been able to “three-peat.”
i Steubenville High School did
win five overall championships’
under coach John Craig from
1980-89, but none of Big Red’s
titles came in consecutive years.

East Liverpool won the first
two championships of the new
century but finished well up the
track last year. Nevertheless, the
Potters figure to be among sever-
al teams in contention this week.

Beaver Local, Martins Ferry,
Harrison Central, Buckeye Local
and Brooke should also De strong
contenders to unseat the defend-
ing champion Golden Bears.

“We have a lot of outstanding
wrestlers in this tournament that
will do well,” Mauck said.

Oak Glen is the defending
Class AAA champion, while
Shadyside (Class AA), Cameron
{Class A) and Beaver Local
(Class AAAA), are also seeking
to repeat,

The tournament will begin
Thursday with the colorful open-
ing ceremonies set for 6 p.m.

“We still introduce all the

pretty nice thing and it's nice for
the kids.

“I kind of get chills watching
it.”

Eight mats will be used to
complete Thursday’s preliminary
and first round matches. Action
starts at 6:30 p.m.

Friday’s wrestling starts at 11
a.m. with second round matches,
along with first and second
round consolation tilts, At 5
p.m., championship quarterfinal
and third and fourth round con-
solation matches will finish off
the second day of the tourna-
merit.

Championship semifinal and
fifth round consolation matches
start at noon Saturday.

At 6 F.m. that evening, the
Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches
Association will recognize
champions from the tourna-
ment’s 50 years, including those
from the 1978 event.

Celebrating their silver
anniversary as champs will be:
Randy Pryor (Weir), 98; Paul
Carter (Cadiz), 103; Paul Stan-
I\%y (Wheeling Park), 112; Temry

eilge! (Weir), 119; Dave Chad-
well (Beallsvilie), 126; Dave
Bailey (Wellsville), 132; Paul
Prezzia (Wellsville), 138; Ray
Pernell (Weir), 145; Joel Davia
(Cadiz), 155; Greg Morris (John
Marshall), 167; Alan Logan
(Barnesville), 175; Greg
Lehasky (John Marshall), 185;
Shawn O’Brien {Wheeling Cen-
tral), heavyweight,

Also prior to the finals, the
Mr. Mat Award, recognizing a
person who has made a valuable
contribution to wrestling in the
valley, will be presented,

The first-, third-, fifth-, and
seventh-place matches will fol-
low at 6:30 p.m. The champi-
onship matches will televised
live by WTOV-9,

Tickets are $5 for adults and
$3 for students,

Advance ticket books, which
include tickets to all five ses-
sions, are available at $20 for
adults and $10 for students.

Single tickets for the champi-

* * k
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teams with an Olympic-style cer- onship finals are $7 for adults
emony,” Mauck said, “It’s a and $4 for students,
* % Kk

Mat Tournament is Must-See Entertainment

Can you believe it!
The 30th annual Ohio Valley Athletic

. Conference Wrestling Tournament will be

celebrated next week — the brainchild of the
late coach George Kovalick.

There are many attrac-
tions at this.year’s competi-
tion that you won’t want to
miss!

Let me share some of
them with you,

As always, Thursday
night’s opening ceremoniey
is a “must-sec” experience,

Mat
Talk

champions to attend, more than 300, to be
publicly honored.

All-participants and coaches will receive
lapel pins, designating the SC0th anniversary

of this gigantic event. _

Furthermore, there will
be two very special awards
presented to a pair of indi-
vidnals who have had a
tremendous impact on
wrestling at the local, state,
national, and international
levels.

Finally, to add a patriotic

In an Olym]pi‘c~sty]e pro-
cession, all competing

By DR. BILL. WELKER

flair to the festivities, a
United States Marine Corps

teams march onto the mats

prior to the competition.
What tollows will be three days of contin-

uous, hard-nosed wrestling climaxed by the

“crowning of individual and team champions.

This magnificent affair is under the lead-
ership of veteran tournament director Ron
Mauck, who has orchestrated a multitude of
tournament workers to exert themselves in a
synergetic manner.

Mauck has even made it a point to hire
one of the premier wrestling announcers in
the nation — Todd Hibbs.

Hibbs' energetic apgroach on the public
address system keeps the spectators enthusi-
astically atoned to each and every match,

In reference to Saturday evening’s final
session, the “Mr, Mat” recipient will be
announced, as well as awards given for the
best junior varsity and junior high coaches,
table worker, and the official of the year. An
individual will also be honored with the tour-
ney’s annual service award.

Another crowd-pleasing feature is the
introduction of the individual champions
gpl‘lhl 25 years ago - coordinated by Steve

ish.

This year, there is even more for devoted
fans to witness. Mr. Kish has invited all past

honor guard will escort all
finalists vying for the top

eight places onto the mats prior to the start of -

the final round.

The golden anniversariu of the OVAC
Wrestling Tournament will be filled with
excitement and many surprises.

This year's field will be led by the likes of
Beaver Local, Oak Glen, Buckeye Local,
Brooke, Indian Creek, and East Liverpool,
There is no dominating squad, so the team
championship is up for grabs.

The memories will be countless. If I were

you, I would purchase my program early.
East Liverpool’s Dick Wolf, souvenir coor-
dinator since the mid-1990s, has put in
many hours to produce the best and most
elaborate program yet.

So, do not dare to miss some of the most
competitive high school wrestling in the
country.

It can all be experienced and enjoyed at
the 50th showing of the OVAC Wrestling

Tournament this Thursday through Saturday

at the Wheeling Civic Center.
Ilegal Holds
The best definition for an illegal hold
would be “any maneuver used that could
cause bodily harm, intentionally or not.”

Examples of illegal moves include full
nelsons, overscissors, back bows, headlocks
(without an arm encircled), forceful trips,
ﬁuiling a thumb or less than four fingers,

olds that restrict breathing or circulation,
and any holds used for punishment alone.

Hlegal maneuvers are penalized in the fol-
lowing manner — first and second offense:
one match point for opponent; third and
fourth offense: two match points for oppo-
nent; fourth offense: disqualification from
the match.

Note, a wrestler applying a legal hold
shall not be penalized if Eis adversary turns it
into an illegal hold. And whenever possible,
an illegal move should be A)rcvent'ed by the
official rather than penalized,

Mini-Mat Quiz

Q: Wrestler A applies an illegal full nel-
son to Wrestler B just prior to the final
buzzer of the last period, It was Wrestler A’s
fourth illegal hold of the match. The score
Wi(}r to this offense was 12-5 in favor of

restler A. What is the penalty for this
offense and the outcome of the match?

A: Wrestler A would be disqualified and
Wrestler B is the winner,

OVAC Wrestling Warrior

Coach Joe Thomas’ OVAC Wrestling
Warrior of the Week is Wheeling Park's
Abby Rush. A mere freshman, Rush is expe-
riencing quite a successful season so far.

Iis accomplishments include a champi-
onship at the Indiana (Pa) Invitational Tour-
nament, where he was also named Most Out-
standing Wrestler after defeating the defend-
ing champion in the 112-pound class.

- Most recently, Rush, who moved down to
103 pounds, defeated East Liverpool’s
Adam Duffield, who won the title at the
Brooke Classic carlier this season,

Mat Message

“Procrastination is opportunity's natural
assassin.”

— Victor Kiam

OVA!

Ove

Cha

Foltowing is a
team champion
coaches since th
tournamernt in 195

954: Bridgeport, {
; Bridgepart, {
1956; Bridgepart, 1
1857: Bridgeport, (
1958: Bridgepon, {
1959: Bridgeport, {
1980. Bridgeport, (
: Marting Ferr
: Martins Ferr
: Martings Farr
: Marting Ferr
: Martins Ferr
: Marting Ferr
. Martins Ferr
: Martins Ferr
: St, John Cern
1970: Wheeling Ca
1 Befl. 5t Joht
. Jahn Marshi
: John Marsh:
; John Marshe
: Warwood, Ei
1976: Weirtan, Che
1 John Marshe
1978: Wheeling Pa
1979: Whaeting Pa
1980: Steubenville
: Cadiz, John !
: Steubenvitle
: John Marshe
: Steubenvifle.
; Barnasville, |
: East Liveripcu
: Steubenvills,
: East Liverpo:
1989; Steuhanville,
: Whesling Pa
; Osk Glen, La
: Steuhenville
: Martins Fern
1994; Wheeling Pa
1995: Steubenville,
: Buckeye Loci
: Buckeye Loc:
: Martins Ferry
: Martins Ferry
: East Liverpor
: East Liverpor
: Oak Glen, La

Bier

A

Following is a lis
the Dave Blarkortt
presented anneably
most cutstandin
OVAL Tournament
1971 Den Blum, M
1972; Art Jones, Be
1873: Ran Claugus,
1974: Shelder Grac
1975: Mike Kovalic
1976: Randy Davia
Bridgeport
1977: Rich Davis,
1878: Carl Stanlay,
1979: Randy Pryor,
1980: Trant lachine,
» Mike Tiuchow
: Larry Isleman
: Brian Millar, {
: Heath Beadm
1985; Tim Moxley, |
1986: Sean Murray,
: Mark Miynek,
: Rick Burlensk
. Mark Emmeri
: Babe Sidon, ¢
: Douglas Knig
: R.C. Andersol
: Kelly Shields,
: Dustin Harris,
1895: Justin Ewing,
: Eric Andsrsor
1997: Ayan Muldres
1838: Chad Pratz, Lj
188%; Jose Smith, C
«2000: Scott Rath, M
200%1: Cola Bowsrsc
2002: Derek Gaeorga

Following is a lig
the Mr, Mat Award,
ly since 1976 to an
mada significant &
sport of wrestling b
1876: Georgae Koval
: Bill Van Horm
1978: John Vrotsos
: Richard Edgse
: George Walla
: Bob Hedmone
: Paul Crago
T883; Dr, Vincent M
+ Bill Hinagardr
: Dannis Bowmr
1986: Ron Mauck
: Erle Carder
1888: Dave Kovalick
: Steva Kish
: Carl Fodor
: Dr. Wiltiam W
: Larry Deaton
1993: John Stephen
1994: Joe Bates
: Bob Bruney
: Larry Chambe
: Gary Davis
1988: Cal Pokas
1999: Tom Lackman
2000: Ed “Buzz” Ev:
2007: Bill McEldowr
2002: John Craig
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Golden Anniversary for OVAC Mat Meet

50th annual tournament starts Thursday at Wheeling Civic Center

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer

The Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference will be celebrating a
golden anniversary at the Wheel-
ing Civic Center this week.

More than 850 high school
wrestlers will converge on the
Civic Center beginning Thursda
night at 6 for the 50th OVA
Wrestling Tournament.

Last year's tournament was
one of the most exciting in histo-
ry as less than nine points sepa-
rated the top four teams in the
final overall team standings.

Lﬂ.rrg Shaw’s Oak Glen squad
edged Beaver Local, John Mar-
shall and Martins Ferry for the
Golden Bears’ first team title in
more than a decade and will be
looking to make it two in a row
this weekend.

All of the excitement sur-
rounding this year’s event will
be mixed in with a little nostal-

fa,
£ On Saturday, all of the past
champions have been asked to
return and be recognized.

“I think right now we have
somcbodg from every year
except 1958 set to attend,” said
Ron Mauck, who has served as
tournament director since 1979,

“Steve Kish has chaired that

committee and he’s worked on
that for a year. We have more
than 2235 atnletes coming back.”
The 1979 event was also the
first year the tournament was
conducted at the Civic Center.
Mauck, a former wrestling
coach at Follansbee and Brooke
High Schools, said that has been
a great marrtage from the begin-

nm‘g'[."h
“The Civic Center has been a
very fan-friendly environment,”

" he soid.

“Those folks have done a
super and great l[0]:». They've
really been helpful in putting on
the event.”

The OVAC Wrestling Tour-
nament has always been a popu-
lar fan magnet, dating back to
the inaugural event staged at
Bridgeport High School in 1954,

oach George Kovalick’s
Bulldogs captured that first team

title — the first of seven straight
team titles for Bridgeport — and
the tournament was wel! on its

way.
lt-rom Bridgeport, the event
later moved to Martins Ferry for

Bridgeport won the first seven
titles, John Vrotsos’ Martins
Ferry powerhouses reeled off
seven straight championships
from 1961-67 with Art Heﬁr
guiding the Riders to the 1968
CIown.

pretty nice thing and it’s nice for

the Kids,

. “I kind of get chills watching

lL”
Eight mats will be used to

complete Thursday’s preliminary

and first round matches. Action

stints at the Moundsville

a short time, before enj lgrir}g
ield

“We still introduce all the
teams with an Olympic-style
ceremony. It's a pretly nice

thing and it's nice for the kids. | kind of

get chilis watching it.”
Ron Mauck

John Marshall’s grapplers,

starts at 6:30 p.m.

Friday's wrestling starts at 11
a.m. with second round matches,
— along with first and second
round consolation tilts, At 5
p.m., championship quarterfinal
and third and fourth round con-
solation matches will finish off
the second day of the tourna-
ment.

Championship semifinal and
fifth round consclation matches
start at noon Saturday.

At 6 F.m. that evening, the
Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches
Association will recognize
champions from the tourna-

Overall
Champions

Following Is & list of the ovarall
team champlions and their head
coachas since the Inception of the
tournament in 1954;

1954; Bridgsport, George Kovalick
1866: Bridgeport, George Kovalick
1966: Bridgeport, George Kovalick
1967: Bridgeport, George Kovalick
1968: Bridgeport, George Xovalick
1850: Bridpaport, Georpe Kovalick
1950: Bridgaport, George Kovalick
1961: Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos

House and Steubenville's St.
John Arena,

“As the tournament grew you
had to find larger venues,”
Mauck recalled.

Muuck is part of a large con-
tingent of folks who have been
with the event for many years.
He likes to call the tournament
*a homecoming.”

“Those folks are basically still
intact from the original tourna-
ment (at the Civic Center),” he
said,

The longtime director added
that many of those folks have
encouraged new people to help
out, thus continuing the process
of developing new ideas to keep
the event fresh and exciting.

“We try to do some things that
make it more fan friendly and
also recognize the kids,” Mauck
said, “The athletes put a lot of
hours into the sport — during the
season and in the off-season. It's
a very competitive sport.”

Competitive is one way to
describe the parity at the tourna-
ment since 1980. Since then,
eight different schools have won
team cham{pionships. with just
three schools picking up back-to-
back titles,

In the event’s early days,
domination was the norm. After

under the direction of Bill Hine-
gardner, captured three straight
crowns from 1972-74,

That’s the last time any. team

has been able to “three-peat.”
i Steubenville High School did
win five overall championships
under coach John Craig from
1680-89, but none of Big Red's
titles came in consecutive years.

East Liverpool won the first
two championships of the new
century but finished well up the
track last year, Nevertheless, the
Potters figore to be among sever-
al teams in contention this week,

Beaver Local, Martins Ferry,
Harrison Central, Buckeye Local
and Brooke should also be strong
contenders to unseat the defend-
ing champion Golden Bears,

“We have a lot of outstanding
wrestlers in this toumament that
will do well,” Mauck said.

Qak Glen is the defending
Ciass AAA champion, while
Shadyside (Class AA), Cameron
(Class A) and Beaver Local
(Class AAAA), are also seeking
to mﬁeat. :

The tournament will begin
Thursday with the colorful open-
ing ceremonies set for 6 p.m.

"*We still introduce all the
teams with an Olly(rmptc-style cer-
emony,” Mauck said. “It's a

ment’s 50 years, including those
from the 1978 event.

Celebrating their silver
anniversary as champs will be:
Randy Pryor (Weir), 98; Paul
Carter. (Cadiz), 103; Paul Stan-
1&)’ (Wheeling Park), 112; Te

eigel (Weir), 119; Dave Chad-
well (Beallsville), 126; Dave
Bailey (Welisville), 132; Paul
Prezzia (Wellsville), 138; Ray
Pernell (Weir), 145; Joel Davia
(Cadiz), 155; Greg Morris (John
Marshall), 167; Alan Logan
(Barnesville), 175; Gre
Lehasky (John Marshall), 185;
Shawn O’Brien (Wheeling Cen-
tral), heavyweight.

Also prior to the finals, the
Mr. Mat Award, recognizing a
person who has made a valuable
contribution to wrestling in the
villley, will be presented,

The first-, third-, fifth-, and
seventh-place matches will fol-
iow at 6:30
onship matches will televised
live by WTOV-9,

Tickets are $5 for adults and
$3 for students.

Advance ticket books, which
include tickets to all five ses-
sions, are available at $20 for
adults and %10 for students.

Single tickets for the champi-
onship finals are $7 for adulis
and $4 for students.

.m. The champi- -

* %k Kk
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Mat Tournament is Must-See Entertainment

Can you believe it!

The 50th annual Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference Wrestling Tournament will be
ceiebrated next week — the brainchild of the
late coach George Kovalick.

There are many attrac-
tions at this year's competi-
tion that you won’t want to
miss!

Let me share some of
them with you.

As always, Thursday
night’s opening ceremonies
is a “must-see” experience.

Mat
Talk

champions to attend, more than 300, to be
publicly honored. '

All participants and coaches will receive
lapel pins, designating the 50th anniversary

of this gigantic event. '

Furthermore, there will
be two very special awards
presented to a pair of indi-
viduals who have had a
tremendous impact on
wrestling at the local, state,
national, and international
levels,

Finally, to add a patriotic

In an Olympic-style pro-
cession, all competing

By DR. BILL WELKER

flair to the festivities, a
United States Marine Corps

teams march onto the mats

prior to the competition,
What follows will be three days of contin-

uous, hard-nosed wrestling climaxed by the

‘crowning of individual and team champions,

This magnificent affair is under the lead-
ership of veteran tournament director Ron
Mauck, who has orchestrated a multitude of
tournament workers to exert themselves in a
synergetic manner,

Mauck has even made it a point to hire
one of the premier wrestling announcers in
the nation — Todd Hibbs.

Hibbs' energetic approach on the public
address system keeps the spectators enthusi-
astically atoned to each and every match.

In reference to Saturday evening's final
session, the “Mr, Mat™ recipient will be
announced, as well as awards given for the
best junior varsity and Fz_unior high coaches,
table worker, and the otticinl of the year. An
individual will also be honored with the tour-
ney's annual service award.

. Another crowd-pleasing feature is the

introduction of the individual champions

gprﬁl 25 years sgo — coordinated by Steve
ish.

This year, there is even mare for devoted
fans to witness. Mr, Kish has invited al! past

Toumament this

honor guard will escort all
finalists vying for the top

eight places onto the mats prior to the start of -

the final round,

The golden anniversary of the OVAC
Wrestling Tournament will be filled with
excitement and many surprises.

This year's field will be led by the likes of
Beaver Local, Qak Glen, Buckeye Local,
Brooke, Indian Creek, and East Liverpool.
There is no dominating squad, so the team
championship is up for grabs. .

The memories will be countless. If I were
Egu, I would gurchase my program early,

st Liverpool’s Dick Wolf, souvenir coor-
dinator since the mid-1990s, has put in
many hours to produce the best and maost
elaborate program yet.

So, do not dare to miss some of the most
competitive high school wrestling in the
country.

It can all be experienced and enjoyed at
the 50th showing of the OVAC Wrestling
ursday -through Saturday
at the Wheeling Civic Center,

Illegal Holds

The best definition for an illegal hold
would be “any maneuver used that could
cause bodily harm, intentionally or not.”

Examples of illegal moves include full
nelsons, overscissors, back bows, headlocks
(without an arm encircled), forceful trips,
Eulling a thumb or less than four fingers,

olds that restrict breathing or circulation,
and any holds used for punishment alone.

Illegal maneuvers are penalized in the fol-
lowing manner — first and second offense:
one match point for opponent; third and
fourth offense: two match points for oppo-
nent; fourth offense: disqualification from
the maich.

Note, a wrestler a;faglying s legal hold
shall not be penalized if his adversary turns it

into an illegal hold. And whenever possible,

an illegal move should be prevented by the
official rather than nalizet}}.
Mini-Mat Quiz

Q: Wrestler A applies an illegal full nel-
son to Wrestler B just prior to the final
buzzer of the last period. It was Wrestler A’s
fourth illegal hold of the match. The score

rior to this offense was 12-5 in favor of

restler A. What is the penalty for this
offense and the outcome of the match?

A: Wrestler A would be disqualified and
Wrestler B is the winner.

OVAC Wrestling Warrior
Coach Joe Thomas’ OVAC Wrestling

" Warrior of the Week is Wheeling Park’s

Abby Rush, A mere freshman, Rush is expe-
riencing quite 8 successful season so far.

His accomplishments include a champi-
onship at the Indiana (Pa) Invitational Tour-
nament, where he was also named Most Out-
standing Wrestler after defeating the defend-
ing champion in the 112-pound class.

Most recently, Rush, who moved down to
103 pounds, defeated East Liverpool’s
Adam Duffield, who won the title at the
Brooke Classic earlier this season.

Mat Message

“Procrastination is opportunity’s natural

assassin.”
— Victor Kiam

1362: Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos

1

863: Martins Farry, John Vrotsos

1964: Martins Ferry, John Vrotaos

; Martine Farry, lohn Viotsos
: Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos
: Marting Farry, John Vrotsos

1988: Martins Ferry, Art Hehr
1969: St. John Central, Jog Bates

1970: Whaslin

Central, John Hibbert
! Bell. St. John, Dannta Bowman

1972: John Marshall, Bill Hinegsrdnar

: Johin Marshall, Bill Hinegardner

1974: John Marshall, Bill Hinegardnar

1976 Wanwvool

Eric Cardar

d
1878: Wairton, Charles Murray
1977: Jahn Marshall, Bill Hinegardner
1978: Wheellng Park, Eric Cardar
1978: Wheeling Park, Eric Cardar

: Steubsnville, John Craig
: Cedlz, John Stephenson

1982: Steubanvllle, John Cralg

1283; John Marghal

d Dugas

It, E
1884: Steubenville, John Craig

: Barnaesville, Darrall Davis

1986: East Livarpool, Mick Trombetta

1984; East Live

: Steubenvlls, John Cralp
ol, Nick Trombatta

1988: Staubanville, John Cralg
1860: Whealing Park, Buzz Evans

: Oak Glan, Larry Show

1892: Steubenville John Cralg
1993: Martins Ferty, Jeff Dberdick
1594; Wheaellng Park, Buzz Evans
1885: Steubanvllle, Rick Camiilett!
1998: Buckeye Local, Dan Dovyle

: Buckeye Local, Dan Doyla

19598 Martina Ferry, Jeff Ghardick

Martins Ferry, Jeff Obsrdick

2000: East Liverpoal, Scott Helmstra

: East Livarpool, Scont Halmetra

2002 Oak Glen, Lamy Shaw

Bierkortte

FallowIn
the Dave

Award

is a list of the winners of
ierkarmta Mamorial Award,

presanted annually slnce 1977 1o the
most outstanding wrastler In the

OVACT

oumamsant;

1871: Don Blum, Martins Ferry
1972: Art Jones, Bellaire
1973: Dan Ciaugus, Barpaesyille

1974: Sheldar

race, Walr

1876: Mike Kovalick, Bellaire
1976: Randy Davie, Cadiz; Ed Covey,

Bridgeport
'19772 F{)Igh Davis, Joffarsan Unlon

1878: Carl Stanfey, Whesling Park’
1878; Randy Fryor, Weir
1330: Trent lachine, Steubenvilla

1: Mike Tluchowski, Steubenvlile
: Larry Islaman, Toronto

1983: Brian Miller, Barneaville

: Heath Beadmaore, Cambridga
5 Tim Mox!ey, Barmesvllle

1888: Sean Murray, Oak Glan

- 1988: Rick Bur
1880: Babe Sidon, M

: Mark erna Ballalre
snski, Bridgeport
Mark Emmerling, East Livarpool
artns Ferry
: Douglaa Knight, Steubanvilla
: B.C. Anderson, Camaron
: Kelly Shietds, Edison South

1954 Dustin Harris, Beaver Local
1995: Justin Ewing, 5t, Clairavilla

998; Erlc Anderson, Bell, 51, John

¢ Ayan Muldrew, John Marehall

1998: Chad Pratz, Linsl
1998: Joas Smith, Cam{ridga
@000: Scott Roth, Martins Farry

2

001: Cols Bowarsock, Baaver Local

2002: Derek Gearge, John Marshali

Mr. Mat

Award

Following is a fist of the winners of

the Mr, Mat Award, pressntad snnual-
ty since 1878 to an [ndlvidual who has
mede significant contrlbuticns to the
?g'llm of wrestling in the Chio Valley:

6: George Kovallck

1577: Bill Van Horne
1978: John Vrotsos
1879 Richard Ed?a
19B0: Geurge Walla

1881: Bob

sdmon

1882: Paul Crago
1883: Dr, Vincant Monseasu
1884: Bill Hinepardner

1886: Dennla

awman

1988: Ran Mauck

1887: Erlc Carder

1988: Dave Kovalick
1989: Siave Kish

19880: Car| Fodor .
1981: Dr, William Welker
1992: Larry Deaton
1993: John Staphenson
1994: Jo» Bates

19895; Bob Brunay
1996: Larry Chambers

1997: Ga

Davis

1998: Cul Pokas

1989: Tom |ackman
2000: Ed “Buzz” Evans
2007: Bill McEldownay
2002: John Craig
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In heavywcight action at the OVAC Wrestling
Tournament, Meadowhrook's  Jeremiah
Scherer (Ieft) rolls over with Bishop Denohuae's
Wes Fetty after a take-down on the mats Inside
the Wheeling Civic Center on Friday afternoon.

A/ , Shenandoal’s Matt Hannahs
a way to roll over Edison's v
145-pound weight class at the

Tourney, Hannahs earned a £

;.Cambridge heavyweight grappler Michael Price (center) is proclaimed the victor after pinning
Edison's Jeremiah Hinnerman on Friday inside the Wheeling Civic Center. Pricc lost the cham-
:pionship match on Saturday, 8-3, to Union Local’s Koel Davia.

!

Cambridge's Bobby Scurlock (top) works his
over Martins Ferry's Shane Clark in the 171-)
OVAC Wrestling Tournament in Wheeling on |

- . ’
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During a great bout between a pair of good wrestlers on Friday
afternoon, Cambridge's Luke High (top) drives into his oppo-
nent, Indian Creck's Kellen Hughes, during 160-pound weight

Meadowbrook's Derek C 1 (top) looks to get Barnesville's class action of the OVA'C Wrestling Tournament,

Cory Cunningham down to the mat during 189-pound action in
the OVAC Wrestling Tournament on Friday inside the
Wheeling Civic Center. Conrad finished eighth in his class.

¥

Barnesville's Jason Bahmer stays on his feet
John Marshall's Corey Adkins in 152-pound w
on Friday. Bahmer placed fifth in his division.

ER I ST ae-ur oy

i

Caldwell's David Hart (bottom) struggles to pet free from the

hald af Mambeidoatn Tawnd Monedlan Joec_AtE8 .3 . .Y La

R




‘Cambridge heavyweight grappler Michael Price (center) is proclaimed the victor after pinning
‘Edison's Jeremiah Hinnerman on Friday inside the Wheeling Civic Center. Price lost the cham-
‘pionship match on Saturday, 8-3, to Union Local’s Koel Davia.

Cambridge's Bobby Scurlock (top) works his
‘over Martins Ferry's Shane Clark in the 171-¢
OVAC Wrestling Tournament in Wheeling on |
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During a great hout between a pﬂjr of gomi wrestlers on Friday
afternoon, Cambridge's Luke High (top) drives into his oppo-
nent, Indian Creek's Kellen Hughes, during 160-pound weight
class action of the OVAC Wrestling Tournnment.

Meadowbrook's' Derek Conrad (top) looks to get Barnesville's
Cory Cunningham down to the mat during 189-pound action in
the OVAC Wresiling Tournament on Friday inside the
‘Wheeling Civic Center. Conrad finished eighth in his class.

Barnesville's Jason Bahmer stays on his feet
John Marshall's Corey Adkins in 152-pound w
on Friday. Bahmer placed fifth in his division.
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Caldwell's David Hart (bottom) struggles to get free from the
hold of Cambridge's Jared Chiandler during 215-pound weight
class action of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament on Friday.

Cambridge's Mike Ray climbs onto the back Brooke's Braden
Shaw to bring him to the mat in the 130-pound weight class on
Friday during OVAC Wrestling. Tournament action mside the
Wl}eellng Civic Center.

After suffering a nosebleed, Shenandoah's Lu
Martins Ferry's Bobby Kittle in the heavy
Friday inside the Wheeling Civic Center.

In'140-pound action, Barnesville's Todd Hunkler (left) looks for Meadowbrook's Josh Peyton (top) grapples with East i
dn opening to get inside of Shadyside's Billy Frollini during Liverpool's Ron Scott in the 145-pound weight class on.Friday Barnesville's Jarrod Anderson looks for a w
Friday afternoon's rounds of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament during OVAC Wrestling Tournament action at the Wheeling  Bellaire St. Johns' James Huff in the 125-poun
m Wheeling. Hunkler was sixth in his respective class. Civie Center. the OVAC Tourney. Anderson turned in a solid |
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In heavyweight nction at the OVAC Wrestling
Tournament, Meadowbrook's  Jercmiah
Scherer (left) rolls over with Bishop Donohue's
Wes Felty after o take-down on the mats inside
the Wheeling Civic Center on Friday afternoon,
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Shenandoah’s Matt Hannahs (top) searches for
a way to roll over Edison's Mitch Costa in the

B, L 145-pound weight class at the OVAC Wrestling
G ] Tourney. Hannahs earned a fifth-place finish.
»
Photos
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eight grappler Michael Price (center) is proclnimed the victor after pinning 1 S’ CoO l t
Hinnerman on Friday inside the Wheeling Civic Center. Price last the cham- ! '

Saturday, 8-3, to Union Local’s Koel Davia.

Cambridge's Bobby Scurlock (top) works his way to a victory
over Martins Ferry's Shane Clark in the 171-pound class at the
OVAC Wrestling Tournament in Wheeling on Friday afternoon.

During a great bout between a pair of pood wrestlers on Friday-
afternoen, Cambridge's Luke High (top) drives into his oppo-
neni, Indian Creek's Kellen Hughes, during 160-pound weight
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ek Conrad (top) looks to get Barnesville's ¢lass action of the OVAC Wrestling Tournnment.

lown to the mat during 189-pound action in
ing Tournament on Friday inside the
ter. Conrad finished eighth in his class.

Barnesville's Jason Bahmer stays on his feet while grappling
John Marshall's Corey Adkins in 152-pound welght class action
on Friday. Bahmer placed fifth in his division.




weight grappler Michael Price (center) Is proclaimed the victor after pinning
Hinnerman on Friday inside the Wheeling Civic Center. Price lost the cham.
« Saturday, §-3, to Union Local’s Koel Davin.

Cambridge's Bobby Scurlock (top) works his way to a victory
over Martins Ferry's Shane Clark in the 171-pound class at the
OVAC Wrestling Tournament in Wheeling on Friday afternooa.

During a great bout between a pair of good wrestlers on F riday
afterncon, Cambridge's Luke High (top) drives into his oppo-
i . nent, Indian Creek's Kellen Hughes, during 160-pound weight
" 0 d (p) I ge ¢ Barnesvil]e' class action of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament,
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ling Tournament on Friday inside the
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Barnesville's Jason Bahmer stays on his feet while grappling
John Marshall's Corey Adkins in 152-pound weight class action
on Friday. Bahmer placed fifth in his division.
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Caldwell’s David Hart (bottom) struggles to get free from the
hold of Cambridge's Jared Chandler during 215-pound weight
class action of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament on Friday.

ay climbs onto the back Brooke's Braden
) the mat in the 130-pound weight class on

 Wrestling Tournament action inside the
Br.

Aflter suffering a nosebleed, Shenandoah's Lucas Micheal pinsr
Martins Ferry's Bobby Kittle in the heavyweight class on
Friday inside the Wheeling Civic Center.

k

Barnesville's Todd

» 3

Hunkler (Ieft) looks for
side of Shadyside's Billy Frollini during
mds of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament

Meadowbroeok's Josh Peyton (top) pgrapples with East
Liverpool's Ron Scott in the 145-pound weight class on Friday
during OVAC Wrestling Tournament action at the Wheeling

d
Barnesville's Jarrod Anderson looks for a way to turn over
Bellaire St. Johns' James Huff in the 125-pound weight class at
was gixth In his respective class. Civie Center,

the OVAC Tourney. Anderson turned in a solid third-place finish.
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RECEIVING OVAC Wrestling Coacﬁ of the Year for 2001-02 ware from
of Beaver Local who accepted for Rich Wright; Larry Shaw, Oak Glen; Paul Robson,

Monroe Central and Jim Potts, Cameron.

Wrestling to take over
OVAC sports scene

By RICK DeLUCA
Times Leadar Sports Writer

While king football is heading deep into

- post-season play, high scheol wrestling (check

that, kKing wrestling) is heading for the mats
through the Ohlo Valley as the 2002-2003 sea-
son is set to get underway in early December.

As a preview to the upcoming season, the
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference opened the
curtains on the new season with its annual
media night at the Wheeling Civic Center this
week by unveiling its plans for the new season
and the 50th anaiversary conference tourna-
ment.

Six new coaches will be taking over at Ohio
Valley schools this season and a very impressive
list of veteran coaches return as the area
embarks on what should be another in a long
line of exciting Erep wrestling seasons.

Of course, the highlight of the new season
will be the annuoal OVAC Wrestling
Tournament scheduled for January 23, 24 and
25 at the Civic Center in Wheeling, the 50th
tournament put on by the conference.

As an added kicker for the Ohio Valley
wrestling fans, West Liberty State College has
been selected to host the 2003 Division II
National Wrestling Championships at the Civic
Center. The tournament will bring to the vatley
that best Division II college wrestling from
throughout the country to compete for a national
title on March 14-15.

This year’s OVAC tournament will feature
approximately 850 bouts with nearly 500
wrestlers vying for one of the 14 titles in each
of the four classes.

Ouak Glen returns as the defending overall

. champion and will be trying to become the four

straight school to win back-to-back conference
crowns. Class champs last season were Cameron
in Class 1-A, Shadyside in Class 2-A, Oak Glen
in Class 3-A and Beaver Local in Class 4-A.

Individual champions returning to either
defend their crowns in the same weight class or
add another in a different weight are Clay
Tucker, a sophomore at Martins Ferry and 103-
pound champ, Lucas Huffman, a senior at River
and 112-pound charp, Josh Johnson, a senior at
Indian Creek and 125-pound champ, Phil Bliss,
a senior at Brooke and 140-pound champ,
Christopher Wilson, a senior at Monroe Central
and 145-pound champ, David Bertolino, a sen-
ior at Buckeye Local and 160-pound champ and
Adam Hoppel, a junior at Beaver Local and
21 5-pound champ.

As an added attraction to this years tourney,
the conference will bring back the 1978 tourna-
ment champions as part of their annual running
honor to the 25th anniversary team. According
to conference officials, nearly all of the '78
champions will be back on the tourney mats
once again.

Also on the busy agenda will the annual pres-
entation of the Mr. Mat Award, given annually
to a person who has made valuable contributions
to the sport of wrestling. The Assistant and
Junior High Coaches Award will be presented as
part of the Thursday ceremonies and the
Coaches Service Awards will be presented on

W b Sl v

" wrestling community, the return of over 400

T-L Pholo/SETH STASKEY
left Scott Helmstra

Friday night.

This year's tournnment will be extra special
as the conference, in keeping with the 50th
anniversary festivities, will bring back the
champions from all the past 50 years for a spe-
cial Parade of Champions on Saturday night,

A major undertaking by the conference®s

past champions is likely as the conference com-
memorates their return with a special ceremony
and presentation to each returning champ.

While the season officially gets underway
with a triangular at Bealisville High featuring
the host Blue Devils, West Muskingum and
Tuscarawas Central Catholic, the season gets
into full swing with a long list of invitational
and dual meet tournaments through the season.

First on the list of top local tourneys is the
annual St. John Central Invitational on
December 6-7. The some weekend will present
the annuwal Union Local Invitational in
Marristown on Saturday, December 7.

Becember will feature tournaments at
Barnesville, Brooke, Caldwell, Beaver Local,
Tyler Consolidated, St. Clairsville and Wheeling
Park, along with those at St. John and UL,

In January, tournaments at Shadyside,
Mendowbrook, Steubenville, Bealisvilie,
Cameron and Bellaire will coincide with the
piant OVAC tourney.

During the month of February, OVAC
schools will prep for post-season wrestling with
mat invitationals at River, Wellsviile, Buckeye
Local and Conotton Valley.

Dual meet champions in 2002 were
Shadyside in Class 2-A, Cameron in Class 1-A,
John Marshall in Class 4-A and Martins Ferry in
Class 3-A.

Completing the list of coaches in the confer-
ence this year are Luke Johnson at Bamnesville,
Clint Abbott at Beallsville, Rich Wright at
Beaver Local, Shane Schaffer, in his first year at
Bellaire, John Durdines, new at Bishop
Donahue, Mike LaMotte, in his first year at
Bridgeport, Joe Erlewine at Brooke, Jay Michael
at Buckeye Local, Dalton Summers at Caldwell i
#nd Tom Moore at Cambridge. |

Also on the list is Jim Potts of Cameron;, |
James Peoples at Conotton Valley, Rich Shilling
at East Liverpool, William Koehnelin, new at
Edison, Jim Rocchi at Harrison, John Rocchi at
Indian Creek, Ed West at John Marshall, Tom
Giovengo at Linsly, Brent Highes at Magnolia
and Babe Sidon at Martins Ferry.

Continuing the list is Troy Keith at
Meadowbrook, Panl Robisen at Monroe Central,
Larry Shaw at Qak Glen, Chuck Baker at River,
John Haswell at Shadyside, Mike Waite at
Shenandoah, John Vrotsos at St. Clairsville,
Andrew LaMotte III at St. John's, David
DeFelice at Steubenville and Ron Clark at
Steubenville Central,

Rounding out the list of OVAC coaches are
Larry Richie at Tyler Consolidated, Joel Davia
at Union Local, Chuck Varner at Weir, Jamie
Lesho at Weirton Madonna, Dick Bryan, new at
Wellsville, Don Bauer at Wheeling Central and

" Brooke HS: Brucae F
s srguson

OVAC Wre’stlihg
Tournament
committee seeks

Gene Monteleone, new at Wheeling Park.

- = —

past champions

The OVAC 50-year wrestling ~ Sleubenvills HS: Brian Lewis
tournament c i -
ing to honor gnmg%c:éscm_ \?Vi?l%vil-riig:th!‘glgﬂ\?gl? jou! DoBol
ons from 1954 to 2002 as part 1982 ' "
of the OVAC 2003 Toumament. plooke HS: Mianient
e following people have not pMeadowiionk HY: e
yet been contacted as the com- 19?3 H5: ko Owens
rx;liélt‘g is unable to locate an hadysida HS: Mika Miller
a 5. ; ,
If you know of the address ,‘1"{9%%5 Vile HS: Steva Woods
GPlsezaae I\::Icr(r'l:tm:t Steve Kish, Jr. at g{ﬂm Lﬂcﬁl |'|_||SS Val Kline
cCasli subenviile HS: Jesse Hubbard
In Road, Nashport, g HS: Scolt Sears

OH 43830 or call q&geg%duwbmakHS:DMSnydar

;76152.453.9146.

Meadowbrook HS: E
Whaellng HS: Robert Gritiin, Harvey 1881 ook HS: Erc Wickham
RAutter Maadowbrook HS: Rick Foe

1955 : Edison South :
Bridgaport HS: Tom Evans 1858 Batoman o EE Pipo, Ben
?v%{tnesvllls H8: John Urban, 8ill 1892

ors East :
Bridgeport H: E&h Lelpple 1957 195\4:"J verpool HS: Pete Loveloy

: ard Nagy 1958 Woodsfleld HS: Je

Bri egprl HS: Frank Gunningham Welr HS: Luke Uncli’:rTv,t,)gcrlamer
Welr HS: Mel Sutton East Liverpoo! HS; Matt Aldrich
Steubenville HS: Tom Lobgezells, Tom 1885
Cunningham 1959 Steubenvilia HSL Michasl Hill

B HS: Phil Ward
g i v

Steubenvllle HS: Wiibert Wllitams
Xﬁl.ﬁru"?: Jackilog weér HS: Pat Allasa’
ns Fe . John Scordas
Reasbeck » o

1

963
Bridgeport HS: Gerald Tolarc
:’VEGBJ‘; :&c Georgae Harvey vk

Maoundsville HS: Ed Coatar 1885
?gggapon HS: Tom Yost

Moundsville HS; Dwight Wolle
Bridgeport HS: Jim Callarick 1867
Brgi_gapod HS: Greg Clark

Martins Farry HS: Jim Brandenburg
¥V9%lé HS: George Sarap

Sk dohn H: Frak g

(=10] HS: Robert Y
Steubenviiie HS: Kan Wllllg:':gg 1971
%a_;gns Ferry HS: Don Blum

Brooke HS: Dick Nichols
gﬂg;éersvilrep HS: Wally Pesult

St. Clairsville HS: Cary H
1998 gy Heath

Brooke HS: DeWltt Staniay
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Beaver Local HS: Bill Lucas
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Brooke HE: Dan Stanley
nggar Local HS: John Cole

Cadlz HS: Marshall Brooks, Stan
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Wallsvilie HS: Josh Hacknay
Staubenville HS: Mitch Wheeler
Brooks HS: Joa Nichols

Buckeye Local HS: Terry Smith

Steubenvlile HS: Ethan Bird
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Brooke HS: Phil Bliss
The committee also wishes to
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Elgggspon H3:; David Smith
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Steubsnville HS: Keith Owens
1978
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Oak Glen HS: Jeff Hobbs
1880

Brooke HS: Lany Mazzella
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leading OVAC
Wrestling '
Tournament

 Buckeye Local sitting in fourth

By RICK DeLUCA
Timas Leader Sports Wiriter

After two long action-filled
days of wrestling, the giant
OVAC wrestling tournament is
going just about the way it was
scripted.

With the big four, Beaver
Local, Qak Glen, Brooke and
Buckeye Local, holding the top
four spots heading into today’s
final rounds, the overall champi-
on will win by taking a different
rolte to the top than the others.

Two-time and defending
champion Oak Glen will be
counting on its balance, second-
day leader will be looking to its

ik, 1 £ ] n

ioal1en
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will be hoping for a big day from

its tourney-leading seven. semi-
finalists and past two-time
champion Buckeye Local will be
looking for its big guns to come
through and a lot of help- from
the competition.

Beaver Local, a runnerup last
year, leads the overall team scor-
ing heading into today’s action
with 141.5 points and six
wrestlers qualified for the noon
serni-finals.

Qak Glen, West Virginia's
top mat team over the past
decade and defending OVAC
champion, sits in second place
with 138.5 points and only four
wrestlers in the semifinals.
Coach Larry Shaw's Golden
Bears have an ace in the hole in
their seven grapplers still alive in
the consolation rounds.

Brooke, a team threatening to .

win its first-ever OVAC
wrestling crown, is third with
126 points and sitting is good

shape with the largest contingént

-scvcn-v.'rcstlerssﬁ]linthe‘

winners bracket.

Buckeye Local, back-to-back

winners in 1996 and ‘97, are sit-
ling..in. fourth place with 108
points and five wrestlers in the
championship round including
two top seeds. Two other
Panther wrestlers will be
attempting to wrestle back
through the consolation matches.
. Harrison Central and Indian
Creck, coached by Jim and John
Rocchi respectively, hold the
fifth and six spots with 88.5
points each and Monroe Central
is just behind in seventh with
B7.5.

Harrison has six wrestlers
still alive heading into the
Saturday rounds split &venly
between the championship and
consolation rounds. The Creek
has just one wrestler in the win-
ners bracket and four in the con-
solations.

Monroe Central is the real
surprise, holding the seventh
spot with all five remaining
wrestlers still competing the
championship brackets.

John Marshall, with 81.5

7
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HARRISON Central's David Blawut (left) attempts to shake loose from the grasp of John
Marshall's Paul Simons during action Friday night in the OVAC Wrestling Toumament at the
" Wheeling Clvic Center. Simons won a 3-1 decision.

points, Wheeling Park, with
80.5 and Cameron, with 78.5

round out the top 10. Park, alast
a champion in 1994, has four

wrestlers remaining in the win-
ners' bracket. o

While Beaver Local and
Brooke are hoping that their
numbers in the championship
brackets will carrying them to a
titte, Oak Glen and Buckeye
- Local each will need some help
beyond their winners® bracket

gmgf)lcrs.

t's ?rc(Iy much what I said
eatlier, it's wrestlers that can
wrestle back that will give their
team the edge and that’s why
we're trailing right now,”
Buckeye Local coach Jay
Michael Friday night.

“We lost a big one in the
quarters,” he added. “I thought
we could put six in the semis and
even six in the finals. Right
now we're down to five, so
we've got to battle back, but we
do have two in the consolations
still alive hopefully they will get
us some points.”

“Of course, we got our five in

the semis and if we can get them
in the finals that would be a big
boost,” Michael pointed out,
“Hopefully, we can pull off an
upset here and there. In most of
those, we are the lowest seed, so
we just have to see what we can
do.”

Buckeye heads into
Saturday’s competition with five
wrestlers in the semi-finals
including unbeaten and defend-
ing 160-pound champion David
Bertolino. The Panther senior
will take a 25-0- record into

today's semi-finals against
Monroe  Central’s  Tyler
Schumacher.

Also heading into the semis
for the Panthers -are 145-
pounder Brock: Bowman, an 8-2
winner over Harrison's Vic
Bologna and 125-pound Ryan
Turnbull, who will take on top-
seeded and 2002 champion at
103 Clay Tucker of Martins
Ferry in the semis. Buckeye also
advanced top-seeded freshman
Zach Schuller at 135, who will
square off with Monroe's Ryan
Ferguson in the semis, and 119-

pound freshman Willie Saxton,
who will take on Harrison's top-
seeded Jesse Emery in the semi-
finals.

“We're ‘ictﬁng down to the
fina! rounds and it's getting
tougher, so you need to get those
gu‘)]r]s in the semis,” Michael
pointed out. “That’s what we’ve
done and so have a few others 5o
it's come down to a four or five
teamn race right now.”

“Brooke and Beaver are bat-
tling back and forth and then you
throw in Oak Glen. It’s pretty
tough,” the Panther coach added.

Brooke has seven wrestlers
advanced into the semi-finals
and their success in that round
today will go a long way In
determining the Bruins fate in
seeking their first OVAC crown.

Coach Joe Erlewine's Bruins,
enjoying their best season ever
on the mats, will look to put as
many of their seven in the finals
that include David Durbin
(140), Mike Durbin (135),
Brandon Shaw (130), Jonathan

See, OVAC, Page D3
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TOP PHOTO: Bamesville’s Chaz Clark (green) is in control of Martins Ferty’s Chad Ware dur-
ing their 112-pound match Friday afterncon at the OVAC Wrestling Toumament at the Wheeling
Civic Center. Clark posted a victory in the match. '

ABOVE: St. John Central's Mickey Nicola (green) works the am of St. Clairsville's Kenny
Furbee during a 112-pound match Friday. Nicola went on to win the match plus his following
match to eamn a spot in today’s seml-finals.

.

 first OVAC mat title.

The Times Leader

Saturday, January 25, 2003 » Page 3D '

® OVAC -

Continued from Page B2

McFarland (125), Matt Smith
(119), Jarrod Shaw (103) and
Phil Bliss (152). :

Oak Glen, with the largest
contingent of wrestlers retum to
the Wheeling Civic Center
today, bas four in the winners
bracket including Steve Flowers
(145), Matt Wharton (152), Bill
Whitehall (215) and Cody
Potts (189).

“Our team balance
is obviously helping
us,” Shaw said in

assessing his
Golden Bears
through two days of

wrestling. “We've
had a couple of dis-
appointments,  but
we're very pleased with
the’ way our kids are
wrestling. Even in the matches
that we’ve lost, we were very
competitive.”

"Over twa days of wrestling,
I've only been disappointed once
in our wrestlers and that's pre
good considering how muc
we've wrestled the past two
days,” Shaw added.

“Obviously in this tourna-
ment, the big problem we were
‘going to run into was our seeds,”
Shaw said. “Right away we
knew we were going to wrestle a
bunch of top round matches
early.”

“We've got a lot pood and
positive things we can take from
today, but the key is that we have
four in the semi-finals and seven
others in the consolations,” Shaw
said. ““We need those guys in the
semi-finals to score some points
for us.”

Beaver Local, the favorite
entering the tourney, hopes its
six semi-finalists can give the
Columbiana County school its
The
Fighting Beavers of coach Rich
Wright will send three members
of the legendary Hoppel family
into the winners bracket with
Jarrod at 140, Gmnt at 130 and
defending champ Adam at 215.

Monroe Central's strong
showing has enabled the
Seminoles to put five talented
grapplers into the semi-finals.
Along with Schumacher and
Ferguson, the Monroe Countains
have defendin champion
Christopher Wilson (145),
Aaron Brown (130), unbeaten at
22-0, and Robbie Dimmerling
(171).

Shadyside has three wrestlers
in the winners bracket including
unbeaten Bobby Samsa (24-0) at
171, Luke Barnhart at 160 and
unbeaten (22-0) Jesse Irvin at
145,

Bellaire’s three advancing in
the winners bracket are Brandon
Bruce at 140, Scott Antonik at

189 and Matt Duvall at 275.

River’s Lucas Huffman, the
defending champion at 112, will
lock to add another title after
boosting his unblemished mark
to 24-0. )

Harrison Central’s moved
three wrestlers into the semi-
finals including unbeaten Tony

Carothers (23-0), Emery at
119 and Justin Myers at
160.

Mike Mamone
joins unbeaten
teammate Clay
Tucker in the semi-
finals for Martins
Ferry while
Barnesville’s lone

grappler in the win-
ners bracket is Jarrod
Anderson at 125.

St. John Central has two
wrestlers alive in the winners
brucket including Mickey Nicola
at 112 and Joe Skoff at 103.

Defending Ohio state champi-
on Koel Davia will be shooting
to add an OVAC title to his man-
tel. Davia has advanced into the
semifinal round at 275.

This year's OVAC tourna-
ment marks the 50th for the con-
ference and the Saturday festivi-
ties will highlight the anniver-
sary.

Action gets under way today
at noon with the semifinals and
the consolation matches.

At 6 p.m., a special ceremony
honoring all past champions will
take place followed by the con-
solation finals and championship
final matches at 6:30 p.m.
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Shaw (Brooke) pinne & Backer SLG) right P& BWIBI‘ (BLgldec Lukas akﬂ-‘t Jeramy Shaw &_ f‘ g‘a JMB" '-"J'd m(ksn' “-
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Like father Ilke son:

 Union Local junior standout Koel Davia tries to match father’s OVAC championship

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writer

Like father like son.

That is the motto for Union Local
head wrestling coach Joel Davia and his
son Koel Davia as the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Tournament moves
into its third and final day.

If Koel — a junior 275 pounder — is
able to secure two more victories in the
tournament, it will be an even happier
evening in the Davia household.

Two more wins would give Koel his
first OVAC title to go along with the
state crown he won a season ago.

Koel’s father will aiso have his time
in the limelight when the OVAC touma-
ment recognizes ifs 23-year reunion
which includes Davia, a 1978 graduate
of Cadiz High and an OVAC champion
at 155 pounds.

Winning the gold medal in Columbus.
last Februrary was one of Koel's finest
moments, but capturing the conference
hardware tonight would deﬁnitnly rank
near the top.

“T have been coming to this tourna-
ment since I was like two years old,”
Davia remarked. “The state title last year
was really something specml but this is
the tournament I want to win.”

s Koelsknowsenone~of-his-succeises”
would be possible if it weren’t for his
dad and coach.

“My dad pushes me pretty hard,”
Koel noted. “But, without him, I would-
n't be able to do nearly as well a3 I do.
He works me hard, but has meant every-

bragging rights at the dinner table.

“My dad tells me about his title some-
times,” Davia said. “But, I got the state
title and he has two silver medals at the
state, so I got one up on him.”

“T do get on him about the OVAC title
at times,” Joel explained. “I use it as
motivation for him, but he always brings
up the state meet.”

If Koel and Joel were to go head-to-
head today, it would be an interesting
match, but the Jets’” head coach thinks
his son mjght be able to get him.

“We don't have a lot of big guys, s0
at practice 1 am usually his partoner,”
Coach Davia explained. “If he was able
to get on top of me, I might have some
gl?tlllble getting out from underneath

Koel will try to reach the finals today
at noon when he locks horns with
Bellaire senior Matt DuVall.

Koel was a man in the opening two
rounds of the tournament, gmbbmg al3-
second pin over Martins Ferry’s Bobby

Kittle. In Friday morning’s second :

round, Davia posted & pin of Indian
Creek's Maurice Hines in 4:53.

The Jet junior reached the semifinals
by recording & 5-1 decision over
Buckeye Local's, Eric. Wagner.. _

On the other half of the 275-pmmd
bracket, Harrison Central’'s Tony
Carrothers, last year’s runneru
same class, will meet Cambridge's
Michael Price. ‘

“Koel knows he will have to wrestle
well if he ‘wants to win this title,” Joel

in the }§
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T-L Pholo/JOEL JOSEPH

UNION Local junior standout Kosl Davia (right} battles Buckeye Local's Eric
Wagner during action Friday night in the OVAC Wrestling Toumament at the
Whesling Civic Center. Davia is In search of an OVAC title to go with his Ohio
state championship.

thing to me."”

Since dad already has an OVAC geld
medal and finished second in the state on
two different occasions, there are some

® Resulis

Continued from Page D4

Davia explained. “We are hoping to use
this tournament as a foundation for the
post season because there is a lot of good
competition here.”

Baﬂar Donahua), 1 Matt Em ICEI 21-6; Tony Carosisllo eﬂl i 1:55; ben lips (Buck c
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