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12002 OVAC Wrestling Tournament Results 
TEAM SCORING: 135 - BIiiy Barrath (St.C) dee. 

OVERALL - Oak Glen, 209.5; Garrett Six (OG), 3-2. 
Beaver Local, 206; John 140 - Phil Bliss (Brooke) dee. 
Marshall, 203.5; Martins Ferry, Jesse Irwin (Shady), 7-5. 
201; Harrison Central, 151.5; 145 - Christopher Wilson (MC) 
Brooke, 127; Shadyside, 124; dee. Matt Wharton (OG), 5-2. 
Buckeye Local, 119. 152 - Derek George (JM) dee. 
4-A - Beaver Local, 206; John Derek Roth (MF), 2-0. 
Marshall, Brooke; Buckeye 160 - David Bertolino (BL) won 
Local; East Uvberpool, 99. • by forfeit 
3-A - Oak Glen 209.5; Martins 171 - Derrick Stickles (OG) 
Ferry, 201; Harrison Central, dee. Jordan Williams (Beaver), 
151.5; Indian Creek, 99; 1-0. 

..,.Barnesville, 90. 169 - Chris Taylor (JM) dee. 

FIFTH-SIXTH 

V 103 -- Luke Hoppe II (Beav) 
pinned Jordan Seidler (MC), 
2:18. 
112 - Ben Caln (Meadow) 
pinned Chris Troyan (MF), 2:38 
119 - Scott Campbell \HG) 
dee. Jonathan McFar and 
(Brk), 11-6. 
125 - Jarrod Anderson 
(Barnes) dee. Mike Jones 

C
l\' (MF), 4-0. 
U 130 - Shawn Fullerton (Cam) 

dee. Jason Lucas (Barnes), 4-
2. 

Eugene Henry (JM), 3-1. 
SEVENTH-EIGHTH 
103 - Anthony Vuffleld (EL) 
dee. Scott Bumgardner (WP), 
10-4. 
112 - Allen Taylor (JM) dee. 
Matt Smith (Brk), 2-0. 
119 - John Petrozzl (BL) dee. 
Ben Young (Staub), 7-3. 
125 - Jason Koonce (JM) dee. 
Aaron Brown (MC), 5-1. 
130 - Clay1on Benedict (MC) 
dee. John Leas (IC), 3-1. 

2-A- Shadyside, 124; Monroe Jordan Williams (Beaver), 3-1. 
Central, 90.5; Wellsville, 56; 215 - Adam Hoppel (Beaver) 
River, 52; Steubenville Central, dee. Vince Mangone (Weir), 4-

2:12. 135 - Ryan Ferguson (MC) • 
140 - Steve Flowers (OG) dee. dee. Cory Smith (MF), 3-1. 
Kellen Hughes (IC), 4-0. 140 - Chris Case (SJC) dee. 
145 - Jeremy Shaw (Beaver) Jason Peddicord (Barnes), 2'1. 
dee. Brock Bowman (BL), 8-4. 145 - Jeremy Cowan (EL) dee. 
152 - Tucker Brown (Cam) BobbySamsa(Shady), 1-1,OT 

135 - Chase Jolly (Ed) dee. 
Thad Brasier (Staub), 7-0. 
140- David Babel (Staub) dee. 
Brandon Bruce (Bell), 12-4. 

39.5. 3 
< 1-A -- Cameron, 107 .5; St. 275 - Jesse Wells (Shen) dee. 

John Central, 56; Beallsville, Tony Carrothers (HG), 2-1. 
36.5; Weirton Madonna, 28.5; THIRD-FOURTH 

145 - Jason Bahmer (Barnes) 
• pinned Jeff Casey (Meadow), 
2:33. 

Unsly, 10. 103 - Anthony Valles (WM) 
dee. Justin Goneau (OG), 8-3. 

dee. Chad Snyder (TC), 4-2. criteria. 
160 - Derek Sefslck (HG) dee. 152 - Luke Burkhardt (Shady) 
Chad Barker (Barnes), 10-4. dee. Ryan Tacoslk (UL), 3-1. 

152 - Johnny Jefferis (Barnes) 
dee. Luke High (Camb), 13-0. 
160 - Chris Green (EL) dee. 
Chaz Yoder (MF), 5-1. CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS 112 - Jesse Emery (HC) dee. 

103 - Clay Tucker (MF) dee. Brian Humphrey (WP), 8-2. 
John Howard (JM), 14-3. 119 - Kyle Glasser (Shady) 
112 - Lucas Huffman (Riv) pinned Mike Sasouletof (JM), 
dee. Josh Hoover (Beav), 11-8. 1 :30. 

171 - James Lyons (Staub) 160- Roger Kupfer (Cam) won 
dee. Eric Spltznoggle (HG), 6- by disqualification over Robbie 
4. Dlmmerilng (MC). 

171 - Tyler Schumacher (MC) 
dee. Sean Grinch (Shady), 5-4. 
189 - Dustin Holt (MF) pinned 
Jon Gordon (Whg. Central), 189 - Jared Williams (Beaver) 171 - Justin Hepa (SJC) dee. 

119 - John Tierney (MF) dee. 125 - Breden Shaw (Brk) dee. 
Adam Kennedy (WP), 1-0. Brian Turnbull (BL), 3-1, OT. 

dee. Adam Snyder (St.C), 5-3. Jon Arnette (Wells), 5-2. 
215 - Josh Stansbury (EL) 189 -Anthony Gump (IC) dee. 
pinned Chris Fankhauser (Ed), • Derek Conrad (Meadow), 4-2. 

:23. . 
215 - Joe Weaver (Mag) dee. 
Codey Leach (Shen), 3-2. 125 - Josh Johnston (IC) dee. 130 - Kyle Mull (JM) dee. Vic 

Bubba LaRew (Bealls), 9-3. Bologna (HG), 8'6. 3:34. • 215 - John Wells (JM) dee. Bill 275 - Michael Price (Camb) 
pinned Troy Allenby (WP),-
4:13. 

·130 - David Tierney (MF) dee. 135 - Dave Durbin (Brk) 
Jared Hoppel (Beaver), 6-3. pinned Jon Varner (Beaver), 

275 - Joe Caughney (OG) Whitehill (OG), 5-2. 
pinned Matt DuVall (Bell), :26. 275 - Koel Davia (UL) dee. 
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Bierkortte 
Winners 

1971 - Don Blum, Martins Feny. 
1972 - Art Jones, Bellaire. 
1973 - Dan Claugus, Barnesville. 
1974 - Shelden Grace, Weirton. 
1975 - Mike Kovellck, Bellaire. 
1976 - Randy Davia, Cadiz; Ed 
Covey, Bridgeport 
1977 - Rich Davis, Jefferson Union. 
1978 - Carl Stanley, Wheeling Perk. 
1979 - Randy Pryor, Weirton. 
1980 -- Trent lachinl, Steubenvllle. 
1981 - Mike lluchowskl, 
Steubenville. 
1982 - Larry lsleman, Toronto. 
1983 - Brian Miller, Barnesville. 
1984 - Heath Baadmore, 
Cambridge. 
1985 - Tim Moxley, Barnesville. 
1986 - Sean Murray, Oak Glen. 
1987 - Merk Mylnek, Bellaire. 
1988 - Rick Burlasnkl, Bridgeport. 
1989 - Merk Emmerling, East 
Liverpool. • 
1990 - Babe Sidon, Martins Feny. 
1991 - Douglas Knight, Steubenville. 
1992 - R.C. Anderson, Cameron. 
1993 - Kelly Shields, Edison South. 
1994 - Dustin Harris, Beaver Local. 
1995 -- Justin Ewing, St. Clelrsvllle. 
1996 -- Eric Anderson, St. John 
Cantrel. 
1997 - Ryan Muldrew, John 
Marshall. 
1998 - Chad Pratz, Linsly. 
1999 - Jose Smith, Cambridge. 
2000 - Scott Roth, Martins Feny. 
2001 •· Cole Bowersock, Beaver 
Local. 
2002 - Derek George, John 
Marshall. 

12001 OVAC ~ournament Place Finishers, , -· J 

2001 TEAM SCORING 
OVERALL 

1. East Liverpool, 186; Oak Glen, 184; 
Martins Ferry, 161.5; Beaver Local, 160; 
Wheeling Park, 148; Cameron, 142.5; 
Buckeye Local, 140; John Marshall, 
138.5; Barnesville, 134.5; St. Clairsville, 
103.5. 

CLASSAAAA 
East Liverpool, 186; Wheeling Park, 148; 
Buckeye Local, 140; John Marshall, 
138.5; Cambridge 94.5; Steubenville, 
84.5; Edison, 75.5; · Weirton, 47; 
Meadowbrook, 36; Brooke, 24.1. 

CLASS AAA 
Oak Glen, 184; Martins Ferry, 161.5; 
Beaver Local, 160; St. Clairsville, 103.5; 
Harrison Central, 99.5; Union Local, 98; 
Indian Creek, 75; Magnolia, 36; Bellaire, 
34; Tyler, 17. 

CLASS AA 
Barnesville, 134.5; Shadyside, 86; 
Shenandoah, 86; Wellsville, 68;. Monroe 
Central, 54; River, 40; Steubenville 
Central, 32; Caldwell, 28; Linsly, 16; 
Wheeling Central, 6. 

CLASS A 
Cameron, 142.5; Beallsville, 57; St. John 
Central, 37; Bridgeport, 32; Weirton 
Madonna, 25; Conotton Valley, 3. 

2001 PLACE FINISHERS 
103 - 1. Jake Bates, East Liverpool; Josh 
Hoover, Beaver Local; Josh Gorayeb, 
Wheeling Park; Ben Caln, Meadowbrook; 
Jesse Emery, Harrison Central; John 
Howard, John Marshall; Tony Mayle, 
Indian Creek; Todd Schmelzenbach, 
Shenandoah. 
112 -- Nathan Kendjorskey, Buckeye 
Local; Nie Rossiter, Harrison Central; 

Mike Jones, Martins Ferry; David Jack, 
Shadyside; Lucas Huffman, River; Brian 
Humphrey, Wheeling Park; Griffin 
Stipetich, John Marshall; Ryan Gallagher, 
Barnesville. 
119 - Adam Kennedy, Wheeling Park; 
Derek Maple, Edison; John Tierney, 
Martins Ferry; Chas Patton, Buckeye 
Local; Jarrod Anderson, Barnesville; Mark 
Wheatley, Cambridge; Bubba LaRew, 
Beallsville; Scott Campbell, Harrison 
Central. 
125 -- Cole Bowersock, Beaver Local; 
Tyler Hughes, Cameron; David Tierney, 
Martins Ferry; Scott Conrath, St. 
Clairsville; Chris Case, St. John Central; 
Garrett Six, Oak Glen; Jeremy Cowan, 
East Liverpool; Kyle Glasser, Shadyside. 
130 - Derek Kennedy, Wheeling Park; 
Jon Varner, East Liverpool; Gaelan 
Lowers, Oak Glen; Billy Barath, St. 
Clairsville; Tom Snyder, Union Local; 
Jason Lucas, Barnesville; Casey Hughes, 
Cameron; Jared Hoppel, Beaver Local. 
135 -- Eric Noel, Oak Glen; Jeremy 
Furbee, Cambridge; Jim Crumbley, East 
Liverpool; Mike Muldrew, John Marshall; 
Joel O'Neil, Cameron; Jason Peddicord, 
Barnesville; Jack Schott, St. Clairsville; 
Josh Reitter, Union Local. 
140 -- Derek Roth, Martins Ferry; 
Christopher Wilson, Monroe Central; Nate 
Smith, Beaver Local; Ryan Kinzy, 
Beallsville; Adam Yudasz, St. Clairsville; 
Kyle Eckleberry, Oak Glen; Johnny 
Jefferis, Barnesville; Billy Watson, 
Wellsville. 
145 - Bobby Mayhugh, Martins Ferry; 
David Bertolino, Buckeye Local; roger 
Kupfer, Cameron; Jeremy Ghrist, East 

Liverpool; John Prokapakls, Edison; Brad 
Nicka, Weirton Madonna; Paul Sweeney, 
Steubenville; Luke Burkhardt, Shadyside. 
152 - Derek George, John Marshall; Kurt 
Glasser, Shadyside; Tucker Brown, 
Cameron; Derrick Sefslck, Harrison 
Central; Dan Moore, Beaver Local; Ryan 
Tacoslk, Union Local; Chad Barker, 
Barnesville; Rahad Terry, Indian Creek. 
160 -- Justin Jefferis, Barnesville; Derrick 
Stickles, Oak Glen; Chris Taylor, John 
Marshall; Trevor Cooper, Indian Creek; 
Guy Nestor, Buckeye Local; Jordan 
Williams, Beaver Local; Josh West, 
Steubenville; Chris Green, East Liverpool. 
171 - Jake Sowers, Cambridge; Zach 
Powell, Barnesville; Ronnie Habrock, Oak 
Glen; Roger Richardson, Steubenville; 
Matt Schoolcraft, East Liverpool; Justin 
Hepa, St. John Central; Jack Otto, 
Buckeye Local; Jake Pyle, Weirton. 
189 -- Philip Bellville, Oak Glen; Vince 
Mangone, Weirton; Wyatt O'Neill, 
Cameron; Kyle Jones, East Liverpool; 
Dennis Nardo, Union Local; Jared 
Williams, Beaver Local; James Lyons, 
Steubenville; Josh Boyd, Wheeling Park. 
215 - Adam Hoppel, Beaver Local; Wil 
Wade, Shenandoah; Matt DuVall, Union 
Local; Joe Weaver, Magnolia; John Wells, 
John Marshall; B.J. Cook, Wheeling Park; 
John Eden, Martins Ferry; Patrick 
McGillan, Oak Glen. 
275 - Jesse Wells, Shenandoah; Michael 
Price, Cambridge; Joey Caughey, Oak 
Glen; Joe Beebout, Oak Glen; Tom 
Beebout, East Liverpool; Tom Brown, 
Caldwell; Tony Carothers, Harrison 
Central; Jimmy Snyder, Steubenville; 
Koel Davia, Union Local. 



INSIDE 

Scoreboard / 83 

Oak Glen 
leading 
OVAC 
tourney 
• Brooke owns second, 
Beaver Local holds third 
after opening day bouts 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Witter 

Tue cream always rises to the top. 
When it comes to wrestling in the Ohio 

Valley, there is none better than Oak Glen. 
Tue reigning OV AC overall champions 

won all 14 of its matches Thursday evening, 
allowing Coach Larry Shaw's Golden Bears 
to wrack up 4 7 points and the overall lead· 
after the first session of the 50th annual 
OV AC tournament at the Wheeling Civic 
Center. 

The Golden Bears registered five wins 
thanks to the pin and another three victories 
via technical .falls, allowing the Bears .to 
jump out to the big margin. 

The two 4-A leaders -- Brooke and 
Beaver -- are leading the chase of the Golden 
Bears. 

The Brnins ended the ope_ning night of 
competition with 42 points and the Beavers 
were close behind with 41 markers. 

Tue Brnins were led on the opening day 
by senior standout Phil Bliss - a ~fenW1!g 
champion and top seed - scored a pinfall m 
just 58 seconds. 

Tue Beavers -- who came in with serious • 
title aspirations -- suffered a setback when 
fifth-seeded Luke Hoppel suffered a declsive 
12-4 setback to Bamesville's Chaz Clark. 

All three of the Beavers' top seeds -­
Adam Hoppel, Jared Hoppel and Jared 
Williams all posted impressive wins in the 
opening tound. 

Sitting in third place in 4-A is Buckeye 
Local with 27.5 points. The Panthers 
received strong opening rounds from their 
two top seeds. 

Senior David Bertolino -- a defending 
champion .,.. was a winner thanks to a pin, 
while freshman 2:ack Schuller earned a tech-

See, OVAC, Page 83 

T•L Ph11'9111MICHAEL HARV1Lu\ 
ABOVE: Buckeye Local's 
Zack Schuller prepares to 
take down Indian Creek's 
Shaun Walters during action 
In their 135-pound match 
Thursday night In the 50th 
Annual OVAC Tournament. 
Schuller scored a technical 
fall to win the match. 

LEFT: Beaver Local's Grant 
Hoppel controls Steubenville 
Central's Matt Kemp during 
action In their 130-pound 
match. Hoppel pinned Kemp 
at 3:28. 

RIGHT: Martins Ferry's Clay 
Tucker (top) Is In control of 
Bellalre's Bruce Swallle dur­
ing their 125-pound match. 
Tucker scored a pin at 3:50. 
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T-1. fll,o~ICIJAEL HARVILLA 
ABOVE: Buckeye Local's 
Zack Schuller prepares to 
take down Indian Creek's 
Shaun Walters during action 
In their 135-pound match 
Thursday night In the 50th 
Annual OVAC Tournament. 
Schuller scored a technical 
fall to win the match. 

LEFT: Beaver Local's Grant 
Hoppel controls Steubenville w 
Central's Matt Kemp during • 
action In their 130-pound 
match. Hoppel pinned Kemp 
at 3:28. 

RIGHT: Martins Ferry's Clay 
Tucker (top) Is In control of 
Bellalre's Bruce Swallle dur­
ing their 125-pound match. 
Tucker scored a pin at 3:50. 
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OVAC WRESTLING 
NOTEBOOK 

Celebrating 
50 years of 
OVAC mat 
excellence 
By JEREMY MIDEI 
11mes Leader Staff Writer 

A three-day party and thousands of your 
closest friends. Could there be a better way to 
celebrate your 50th birthday? 

The 2003 Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference wrestling tournament marks 50 
years of what bas become the largest confer­
ence meet in the country. 

Even the frigid temperatures haven't 
• stopped 41 7 athletes from over 30 schools 

from taking part in the anniversary gala. 
The Undefeated 
Unblemished. Impeccable. Flawless. 

Perfect 
However you want to say it, the bottom 

line is these guys are good. 
Of the 400 wrestlers competing this year, 

only seven entered the competition undefeat­
ed. That"s roughly one percent 

All seven represent a different weight 
class, so a spotless final ls unfortunately out 
of the question. 

Remarkably, two of the seven are from 
Shadyside. Junior Jesse Irwin stands at 20-0 
at 145, while at 171, junior Bobby Samsa has 
22 wins for the season. 

Buckeye Local I 60-pounder David 
Bertolino sports a 23-0 record, while 
Caldwell's Corey Lemaster (103) and River's 
Lucas Huffman (112) each have 22 wins. 
Harrison Central heavyweight Tony Carothers 
is 21-0 and Monroe Central junior Aaron 
Brown (130) has 20 wins. 

Speaking of Perfect... 
The Oak Glen Golden Bears are the 

defending overall champs and are looking like 
a strong contender for a second crown. The 
Bears sent wrestlers to the mat in all 14 
weight classes; all of them had their hand 
raised. 

Sae, NOTEBOOK, Page B3 
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The Defending Champs 
Seven wrestlers will also 

return to defend titles at this 
year's OV AC championship, but 
as the Miami Hurricanes can 
attest, it's far from an easy task. 

Huffman and Bertolino hold 
the distinction of being the two 
undefeated indi-
viduals with a .,-.V.,A"/,~ 
chance to ~-.. (~ 
repeat. <:S ;,ti 
Huffman 
won at 112 
last year and ~ 
hopes to WIJiC en~ 
complete the 
double at the 
same weight. Bertolino is com­
peting at I 60, also last season°s 
weight. 

Martins Ferry sophomore 
Clay Tue ker will try his hand at 
125 this season after a success­
ful freshman campaign at 103. 
Indian Creek's Josh Johnston 
won at 125 in 2002 and will 
give 130 a go this time around. 
Brooke's Phil Bliss moves up 
from 140to 152. 

Adam Hoppel of Beaver 
Local will remain at 215. 

The Seeds 

OVAC Wrestling 
Tournament Card 

OV AC WRESTLING TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 
Thursday -- Opening Ceremony (6 p.m.); Wrestling on eight 
mats, including prelims and first round matches (6:30 p.m.). 
Friday -- Second round and first and second round consolations 
(11 a.m.); Quarterfinals, third and fourth round consolation (5 
p.m.). 
Saturday -- Semifinals, fifth round consolation, semifinal conso­
lation (12 p.m.); Consolation finals, Championship Finals (6:30 
p.m.). 
Admission Prices 
Single Session -- $5 for adults; $3 for students. 
Advance Ticket Book -- $20 for adult; $10 for student. 
final Single Session -- $7 for adults; $4 for student. 

Beaver Local and Brooke 
each had nine seeded wrestlers 
heading into the tournament, 
tops in OV AC-AAAA and over-
all. Oak Glen, the day one l 
leader, had eight to pace OV AC-
AAA. Monroe Central topped 
double-AA with six seeded grap-
plers, while St. John Central led .. _______________ _ 

single-A with four. • 
Beaver has three number-one 

seeds in Jared Hoppel ( 140), 
Jared Williams (189) and Adam 
Hoppel (2 I 5). 

Buckeye Local has two top­
seeded wrestlers: Zach Schuller 
at I 3 5 and Bertolino. 

All 14 number one seeds 
were victorious on day one. 

The Dean of OV AC Coaches 
Cameron coach Jim Potts was 

awarded a plaque for his 30 
years of coaching with the 
Dragons. Potts is the longest 
tenured OV AC coach, having 
joined the program in 197 4. 

Potts has been named OV AC 
coach of the year 12 times and 
West Virginia coach of the year 
five times. Cameron's dual meet 
record is 316-81-3 under his 
watch. 

Potts has produced 29 state 
champions and has won the team 
title four times. He also has 13 
OV AC-A titles to his credit, as 
well as two overall runner-up 
placings -- impressive for a 
school that has only 200 stu­
dents in grades seven through 
12. 

OV AC wrestling commis­
sioner Ron Mauck was also laud­
ed for 25 years at the helm. 

eOVAC 
Continued from Page B1 

nical fall win. who is the top seed at 171 pounds. Also earning 

Looking up at Oak Glen in 3-A is Harrison key wins were the Tigers' pair of two seeds, Luke 

Central with 32 points and Indian Creek with 30 Burkhardt at 152 and Jesse Irwin at 145. 

markers. The Fighting Irish, meanwhile, were paced 

The Huskies received a win from top-seeded freshman sensation Mickey Nicola who scored a 

Jesse Emery at 119 pounds. pin his 112-pound match. 

The Redskins' Josh Johnston -- a defending The eight mats at the Wheeling Civic Center 

champion and top seed at 130 pounds -- posted a came alive this morning at 11 a.m. with second 

win via the pin. round championship matches and consolation 

Martins Ferry -- a annual 3-A challenger -- rounds. 
closed the first day with just 14.5 points. The third session of the event commences at 6 

The Riders were led by sophomore Clay Tucker p.m. Friday with the championship quarterfinals 

-- the top seed at 125 and the defending 103 and additional consolation rounds. 

champion -- who scored a pin. The opening round featured some 121 wins by 

Monroe Central -- one of the pre-meet favorites • pinfall with.just seven of the 112 seeded wrestlers 

in 2-A -- grabbed the class lead with 23 points. falling in the opening round. 

Caldwell is just eight points back of the Seminoles. Of the 14 wins by the number one seeds, 12 of 

The 'Noles received an impressive tourney those were via pinfall. 

debut from top-seeded and defending champion The quickest pinfall was recorded by Beaver 

Chris Wilson who pinned Magnolia's Nick Koon Local's Jared Hoppel who held down the shoulders 

in just 2:45. of Zachary Compston in just eight seconds. 

River's Lucas Huffman kept rolling along in Union Local junior Koe! Davia -- the top seed 

112 pounds. The state runnerup and OV AC cham- at 2 7 5 pounds and a defending Ohio state champi­

pion from a year ago at 112, remained spotless on -- advanced with a pin in just 13 seconds over 

with an impressive 23-8 tech fall over Martins Ferry's Bobby Kittle. 

Steubenville Central's Bobby Morris.• Two five seeds were the highest to fall during 

Always-powerful Cameron snared the 1-A lead the first round. John Marshall's Josh Ewing was 

with 27 points, while both Shadyside and St. John dealt a 9-6 defeat by East Liverpool's Shaun 

Central ended the opening round with 18 points. Green, along with Hoppel's loss for Beaver Local. 

The Tigers were led by junior Bobby Samsa, 
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·Beaver Local Claims First OV AC Mat Crown 
Buckeye Local's Bertolino wins Bierkortte Award as most outstanding wrestler 

By JIM ELLIO'IT 
Staff Writer 

They honored 50 years of 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
wrestling excellence to open the 
finals of the 2003 tournament 
Saturday evening at the Wheeling 
Center. • 

And then, they added to it 
Jud&Jng by the inspiring effort 

turned m Saturday by Bellaire St 
John's freshman Mickey Nicola 
- the new champion at 112 -
and the team endeavor of first­
time titlist Beaver Local, OV AC 
wrestling excellence appears on 
its way to another fantastic 50 
years. 

. Behind strong performances 
from Jared Hoppel, Jared 
Williams and Adam Hol'pel -
both now OV AC champions -
the Beavers, with 225 points, ran 
away from top contenders Brooke 
(I 96), and Oak Glen (178). 

Cameron claimed the Class A 
crown with 91 points, Monroe 
Central wrapped UJ? another Class 
AA championship while Oak 
Glen grabbed the 3-A crown. 

Overall champion Beaver 
Local also retained the 4-A 
crown, but as coach. Rich Wright 
explained, it wasn't easy. 

"It's kind of a bi& burden to 
carry for a year," Wn~ht said of 
bis team's expectattons. The 
Beavers were among the con­
tenders at the end of last year's 
tourney and the favorites for this 
year's. 

After an outstanding semifinal 
round, the finals, for all intents 
and purposes, were anticlimactic 
for Beaver Local. 

They had four wrestlers, and 
an Insurmountable lead going in, 
heading into the title matches. 

"(Saturday) morning we had 
to have a great round. We had 
some big matchups and we won 
them. That kinda set the tone for 
the rest of the day," Wrii;ht said. 

While the Beavers did it as a 
team, St John's Nicola (22-1) 
knew he had little help when he 
entered the mat to face River's 
Lucas Huffman, the class's top 
seed, a defending champion, and 

, Photo by Art Uruno 

Bliss improved to 30-1. 
• 'He's focused~' 1 Brooke 

wrestling coach Joe Erlewine said 
of Bliss. "He knows what he 
wants, he goes for it and he does 
an excellent job." 

Buckeye Local• s David 
Bertolino entered his I 60-pound 
title match as a defending cham­
pion and the only unbeaten 
wrestler in the Ohio Valley. He 
still is. He was barely challenged 
by Shadyslde's Luke Burkhart, 
the No.2, in an 11-2 victory. 
Bertolino, who was named the 
Dave Bierkortte award winner 
symbolic of the tourney's top 
wrestler, improved hls record to 
27-0. 

At I 71, Monroe Central 's 
Robby Dimrnerling momentarily 
put Beaver Local's partying plans 
on ice when be avenged an earlier 
loss to Jordan Williams to claim a 
title by a 5-4 count Dimmerling 
reached the finals by decisioning 
top seed and previOUB!y unbeaten 
!lobby Sarasa of Shadyside in the 
semifinals. 

Williams ls now a two-time 
OV AC runner-up. 

Bellaire St. John's Mickey Nicola gets control of his match against River's Lucas Huffman during 

the 112-pound finals of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament at the Wheeling Civic Center. 

Jared Williams got the Beavers 
back on track moments later at 
189 when he squeaked past 
Wheeling Park's Cody Tommak, 
the No. 2 seed. Williams, a three­
time placer, earned his first 
OV AC title and the fifth one for 
the top seeds Saturday. 

one of only two unbeaten 
wrestlers left in the tourney at that 
point • 

No matter. 
Nicola quickly jumped out to a 

lead,. which he held throui;hout, 
on his way to a 5-2 decision, 
upping his season mark to 25-6. 

Nicola• s effort came just min­
utes after another freshman -
Wheeling Park's Abby Rush -
earned a 7-1 decision over Bel­
laire's St John's Joe Skoff to win 
the individual title at I 03. 

Rush was the No. 2 seed in the 
class. 

Harrison• Central' s Jesse 
Emery, the top seed at 119, then 
stopped Wheeling Park's Brian 
Humphrey, the two-seed, by a 

count of 5-3. Emery improved to 
22-2 on the season. In doing so, 
he became the first No. 1 seed -
and upperclassman - to win a 
title Saturday. 

Martins Ferry's Clay Tucker, 
the top seed at 125, ended a solid 
run by Brooke's Jonathan McFar­
land with a pin at 3:01 in their 
match to repeat as champion. 

McFarland, one Qf three Bru­
ins to land in the finals, jumped 
up a weight class and improved 
on his sixth-place finish from a 
year ago. 

Braden Shaw helped the Bru­
ins _pick up some quality points 
when he turned away Beaver 
Local• s Gnmt Hoppel in the finals 
at 130. In improving his personal 
mark to 30-2 on the season, Shaw· 
nearly pinned Hoppel late in the 
second period, but settled for a 
major decision, I 8-5. • 

Buckeye Local freshman Zach 
Schuller, a top seed, was matched 
up against Martins Ferry senior 
Mike Mamone in the finals at 
135. It didn't matter. Schuller, 
now 25-3, set the tone early by 
with a quick over-the-head take 
down and went on to claim a 9-2 
decision and earn his first OV AC 
title. 

Schuller became the third 
freshman in the first six weight 
classes to earn a title. 

Beaver's Jared Hoppel became 
the third No. I seed to claim a top 

prize when he held off a furious 
rally by John Marshall sophomore 
Dustin Richey in their 140-pound 
title match, 14-JO. 

Hoppel, who upped his mark 
to 19-2, became Beaver Local's 
first Individual winner of the day 
for his efforts. 

Richey fell to 28-2. 
The 145-pound title featured 

the No 3 and 4 seeds - Buckeye 
Local's Brock Bowman and Oak 
Glen's Steve Flowers - in the 
first-place mat while the top seeds 
- Shadyslde's Jessie Irwin and 
Monroe Central's Christopher 
Wilson battled next door in battle 
for third place. Bowman upset 
Wilson, the top seed, while Flow­
ers knocked off Irwin, the two, 
seed in the semis. 

Flowers (23-2) was able to 
keep things going In the finals 
with a slim 3-2 victory. 

At 152, top seed Phil Bliss of 
Brooke continued his dominance 
of Steubenville• s David Babel. 
Coming into their championship 
bout Saturday, Bliss had already 
beaten fifth-seeded Babel (26-6) 
twice on the season. Make it 
three. 

Bliss, who won an OVAC title 
at 140 a year ago, became the 
fourth No. I seed to win a title, 
when he stopped a bandaged up 
Babel, 6-4. Babel experienced a 
cut above his eye in second peri­
od. 

Junior Adam Hoppel (20-1) 
then locked things up for the 
Beavers when he doubled up East 
Liverpool's Josh Stansbury, 4-2. 
It was the third consecutive 
OV AC title for Hoppel, the sixth 
for a No. 1 seed and the third 
individual title for.the Beavers on 
the day. 

Stansbury dropped to 29-2 on 
the season, with both losses com­
ing to Hoppel, a defending state 
champion m Ohio. 

In the final match, Union 
Local's Koe! Davia, the top-seed­
ed heavyweight, knocked off 
Cambridge's Michael Price 8-3. 
Also a defending state champion 
in Ohio, Davia was able to 
reverse a recent trend against· 
Price in which ·he was beaten 
twice in three matches. 

Davia earned his first OV AC 
title and the seventh for a top seed 
on Saturday. 

Notes 
After more than 300 OVAC 

champions from the past 50 years 
of championshlp wrestling were 
introduced to a standin/l ovation 
as part of the tourney s golden 
anrilvers~ celebration, Bellaire 
St. Jonbn s was presented Bob 
Sadler sportsmanship award. 
Minutes later, West Liberty State 
College wrestling coach Vince 
Monseau was honored for his 
many years and contributions. to 
the sport of wrestling. 

OVAC WRESTLING TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
50thAnn<,,/OVACW-Toumamont 

OVAC Ov.'all TNm Standalgs 
, .. the WhHliog Civic c.nt.r! 

Oven,(j 
Beaver Local 226; Brooks 196; Oak Glen 

178.6; Buckeye Local 170; Monroe Gantrel 
137; Harrison Central 127; Wheellng Park 
119.6; lndlan Creek 107.6; John Marshall 
101.5; East Livefpool 95; M9adowbrook 92.5; 
Cameron 91.6; Shenandoeh 90.6; 
Steubenville 90; Martins Fany 87.5; Shadv­
side 87.6· BeUalre B2; Bellaln, St John's 78; 
Bamasvflla 76; Union Local 76; Rivar 72; 
Cambrldr. 6'; St Cla!Bvllta 62; Calchwll 46; 
Baallsvll e 39!· Wellsville 36,6; Edison 36; 
Staub. Centre 30.5; Tyler Consolidated 30; 
Weirton Madonna 29; Weir 28,6; Bishop 
Donahue 9; Conotton Valli,y B.5; Magnolia 6 ... 

TumSoorlng 
AMA 

Beaver Local 225; Brooke 196; Buckeye 
Local 170; Whealtng Part 119.5; John Meir­
shall 101.6; EBSt UvElfPOOI 9?;,StSlJbenvllle 
90; Cambridge, 6-t; Edison 36; weir 28.5; 

AAA 
Oak Gian 178.6; Harri.son Central 127,6; 

Indian Creek 107.6 Meadowbrook 92.6 
Shenandoah 90.6 Martins Feny 87.6; Balh1lre 
B2; Barneavllle 76; Union Locel 75; St. 
Clairsvll1e 62; Tyler Consondated 30; Magno­
Ila 6 

AA 
Monroe Central 178.6; River 72; Caldwell 

46; Wellsville 36.6,· Staub. Gantml 30.5 
A 

Cameron 91.6; Shadvslda 87.6; Belll'llre St 
John's 78; Beallsvllle 39; Weirton Madonna 
29; Blsh~e 9; Conotton Valley 8.5 

103: Rush (WP) d. Sk=~ 
112: Nicola (BSJ) d. Huffman tRM, 6--2 
119: Em8fV (HC) d. Humphrey (WP) 
126: Tucker IMF) p. McFarland (Bk), 3:01 
130; Shaw (Bk) d Hop?ffl (Bvl), 18-6 

135: Schuller (Bul) d. Mamone (MF), 9·2 
140, Hoppel IBvLJ d. R~hey IJMI, 14-10 
146: Flowers (OG) d Bowman (BuL), 3-2 
152: BIJss (Bk) d. Babel (Sti,ub), 6-4 
160: Bertolioo (Bull d Burkhart (Sha), 11-2 
171: Olmmerflnp (MC) d Will!ama \Bvll, 5-4 
199: Jared Wilhams (Bvl) d Tom ndk {WP), 

2-1 
216: Hoppel !Bvl) Stansbury {EU 
HWT: Davie (UL) d Price (Garn), &3 

103: Skoff~S.~~'t &6; Rush 
JWPI d Shaw (Bk) 6-4. 
112: Huffman (Rivi d, Hartl• JJM), 20-6; Nloo-
1" (BSJ) d Bumgardner !WP), 17-6. 
119: Emery (HC) d. Saxton (Bull, B-3; 
Humphrey (WP) d Smith I Bk), 4-2. 
125: Tucker IMF) d. Turnt:,ull {Bul), 8-2; 
McFarland (Bk) d 
Anderson (BM), 4-3. 
130: Hoppel (BvU d Johnston (IC), 6-4, OT; 
Shnw!Bkld 
Brown (MC), 6--1. 

135: Schulter (Bul) ·d. Ferguson (MC), 7-2; 
M11111one IMFJ d Mike Durbin (Bk), 16-8. 
140o Hoppel IBvl.l d Bruce !Belli, 8-4; R~hey 
IJM) d Dovld Owbln (Bk), 12-a 
145: Bowman (Bull d. Wilson (MC), 10-6; 
Flowera (OG) d, lrwln (Sha), 3-1. 
152: Blfss (Bkl d Wharton (OG), 10-2; Babel 
(Staub) d Shaw (Bvll, 6-4, OT. 
160: Bertolino (BuU d. Schumacher (MC), 
18-8; Burtdwt (Shl'l) d My!!111 !HC), 7-3. 
171: DlmmerAng (MC) d. Samea (Sh11), 6-2; 
Jordan Wllllama (BvU d Lyons (StBubl, 6-3. 
189: Jared wrn1ama (BvU d. Potts (OG), 1.2; 
Tomlnak ('NP) p, Anonlk (Bel[), 5:19, 
216: Stansbury (EL) p. Leach (Shan), ;(1; 
Hoppel \Bvll d Whltehlll 1001, 16-1, 
275: Pr ce (Cam) d. Carothara (HC), J..1; 

Davia (UL) d Duv~~2·1, :i!Df. 

1113: Valles (WM) d, Shaw (Bkl, 12·2 
112: Goosett lULI d Hoppel IBvLI, 4-0 
119: Saxton (BuL) d. Stnlth !Brk), 6--1 

125: Anderson (B11r) d. Turnbull (Bull, ,4.-2 
130: Johnston (IC) p. Brown (MC), -4:oJ 
136: Ferguson (MC} p. Durbin (Brkl, 4:28 
140, Durnin (Bk) d Brue, !Bell), 6-3 
1.ffi: Wilson IMC) d. Irwin (Sha), 7-2 
162: Sh!IW (BvU d Wharton (OG), 8-7 
160: Schumacher (MC) p, Myers (HC), 2:43 
171: Sama.a !Sha) d Green (ELI, 3-1 
189: Potts (OG) d Antonlk (Ban},~ 
216: F111r,,kh.wser (Edl d leach (Shen), 10--4 
HWf: Ctirothe111 !HO p, Haslam (Riv), 1:16 

11th PIKo 
103: Lehotay {Meal p, Cumptson (Cam), 
:3:41, 
112: Hartte (JMJ d Bumgardner {WP), 6-6 
119: Betee lELJ d. Roth IMFI. 3-2 
125: C.Jn (Moo) p. M,ylo (IC), 4:SS 
130: Mull (JM) win by d&fautt 
136: Yoders (Cam) d. Abtln,gg, 14-6 
140: Crosklr (Stsub) d. Hunkier (Barn), 6-3 
146: Hannahs (Shen) d Pendleton (IC), 9--4 
162: Bl'lhmer (Barn) d Hughes (Cam), 6-4 
160: Rinehart (Shen) d ~ugh,, (IC), 4·2 
171: Lyons (Staub) d Se!elck (HC), 6-2 
189: Howard {StC) won by injury default 
216: Whitehill (00) p, Huffman (HC), 2:06 
HWT: Duvall (Bell) p. Wagnor (Bvll, 3:33 

7th Pltlce 
103: Duffield (EL) d. Miller (OGI, 7.5 
112: Goneau (OG) p. Greiner (Bk), 1:CO 
119: Md:o {BSJ) d McCoy !BvU, 8-4 
126: Wright 1001 p. Bond IC.Id), 2:16 
130: Mahan 1001 d Becker (SIC), 9-4 
135: Mel.- JOG) d, Phllnp, IHC), 7-4 
1.W:. \'Vhlttlngton (CG) d Warner (Mea), 12-7 
146: DIIVII !8k) d Lee (JM), 7-2 
162: c,,,y !Moo) p. Adklne IJM), 'lli7 
160: Stewert (Cam) d Blevins JUL), 3-1 
171: Stnrtey (IC) d Meeks (StC), 3-2 
1B9: Hom (Shen) d. Conrad (Mea), 2·1, 20T 
216: Rosen !RM d. Hannahs 3-1, OT 
HWT: Neuenschwander (Stc) d McG111ian, 
2-1, 20 

MR. MAT AWARD 

....... T_'I ___ 11•----L~ll 'l"IT-6'.n4-l:.....,..,, 1"'4n.n,r 
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r Local Claims First OV AC Mat Crown 
l's Bertolino wins Bierkortte Award as most outstanding wrestler 
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Photo by Ari Llm1mn 

Bellaire St. John's Mickey Nicola gets control or his match against River's Lucas Huffman during 
the 112-pound finals of the OV AC Wrestling Tournament at the Wheeling Civic Center. 

one of only two unbeaten 
wrestlers left in the tourney at that 
point. 

No matter. 
Nicola quickly jumped out to a 

lead, which he held throughout, 
on his way to a 5-2 decision, 
upping his season mark to 25-6. 

Nicola's effort cnn,e just min­
utes after another freshman -
Wheeling Park's Abby Rush -
earned a 7-1 decision over Bel­
laire's St John's Joe Skoff to win 
the individual title at 103. 

Rush was the No. 2 seed in the 
class. 

Harrison• Central' s Jesse 
Emery, the top seed at 119, then 
stopped Wheeling Park's Brinn 
Humphrey, the two-seed, by a 

count of 5-3. Emery improved to 
22-2 on the season. In doing so, 
he becnn,e the first No. I seed -
and upperclassman - to win a 
title Saturday. 

Martins Ferry's Clay Tucker, 
the top seed at 125, ended a solid 
run by Brooke's Jonathan McFar­
land with a pin at 3:0 I in their 
match to repeat as chnnlpion. 

McFarland, one of three Bru­
ins to land in the finals, jumped 
up a weight class and improved 
on his sixth-place finish from a 
year ago. 

Braden Shaw helped the Bru­
ins .Pick up some quality points 
when he turned away Beaver 
Local' s Grant Hoppel in the finals 
at 130. In improving his personal 
mark to 30-2 on the season, Shaw 
nearly pinned Hoppel late in the 
second period, but settled for a 
major decision, 18-5. • 

Buckeye Local freshman Zach 
Schuller, a top seed, was matched 
up against Martins Ferry senior 
Mike Mamone in the finals at 
135. It didn't matter. Schuller, 
now 25-3, set the tone early by 
with a quick over-the-head take 
down and went on to claim a 9-2 
decision and earn his first OV AC 
title. 

Schuller became the third 
freshman in the first six weight 
classes to earn a title. 

Beaver's Jared Hoppel becan,e 
the third No. I seed to claim a top 

prize when he held off a furious 
rally by John Marshall sophomore 
Dustin Richey in their 140-pound 
title match, 14-10. 

Hoppel, who upped his mark 
to 19-2, becnn1e Beaver Local's 
first individual winner of the day 
for his efforts. 

Richey fell to 28-2. 
The 145-pound title featured 

the No 3 and 4 seeds - Buckeye 
Local's Brock Bowman and Oak 
Glen's Steve Flowers - in the 
first-place mat while the top seeds 
- Shadyside's Jessie Irwin and 
Monroe Central's Christopher 
Wilson battled next door in battle 
for third place. Bowman upset 
Wilson, the top seed, while Flow­
ers knocked off Irwin, the two, 
seed in the semis. 

Flowers (23-2) was able to 
keep things going in the finals 
with a slim 3-2 victory. 

At 152, top seed Phil Bliss of 
Brooke continued his dominance 
of Steubenville's David Babel. 
Coming into their chnn1pionship 
bout Saturday, Bliss had already 
beaten fifth-seeded Babel (26-6) 
twice on the season. Make it 
three. 

Bliss, who won an OV AC title 
at 140 a year ago, became the 
fourth No. I seed to win a title, 
when he stopped a bandaged up 
Babel, 6-4. Babel experienced a 
cut above his eye in second peri­
od. 

Bliss improved to 30-1. 
'

4 He's focused·,•• Brooke 
wrestling coach Joe Erlewine said 
of Bliss. "He knows what he 
wants, he goes for it and he does 
an excellent job." 

Buckeye Local 's David 
Bertolino entered his 160-pound 
title match as a defending chnn1-
pl on and the only unbeaten 
wrestler in the Ohio Valley. He 
still is. He was barely challenged 
by Shadyside' s Luke Burkhart, 
the No.2, In an 11-2 victory. 
Bertolino, who was named the 
Dave Bierkortte award winner 
symbolic of the tourney's top 
wrestler, improved his record to 
27-0. 

At 171, Monroe Central's 
Robby Dimmerllng momentarily 
put Beaver Local's partying plans 
on ice when he avenged an earlier 
loss to Jordan Willinn1s to claim a 
title by a 5-4 count Dimmeriing 
reached the finals by decisioning 
top seed and previously unbeaten 
Eobby Snn1sa of Shadyside in the 
semifinals. 

Williams Is now a two-time 
OV AC runner-up. 

Jared Williams got the Beavers 
back on track moments later at 
I 8 9 when he squeaked past 
Wheeling Park's Cody Tommak, 
the No. 2 seed. Williams, a three­
time placer, earned his first 
OV AC title and the fifth one for 
the top seeds Saturday. 

Junior Adam Hoppel (20-1) 
then locked things up for the 
Beavers when he doubled up East 
Liverpool's Josh Stansbury, 4-2. 
It was the third consecutive 
OV AC title for Hoppel, the sixth 
for a No. 1 seed and the third 
individual title for.the Beavers on 
the day. 

Stansbury dropped to 29-2 on 
the season, with both losses com­
Ing to Hoppel, a defending state 
chnn1pion m Ohio. 

In the final match, Union 
Local' s Koe! Davia, the top-seed­
ed heavyweight, knocked off 
Cambridge's Michael Price 8-3. 
Also a defending state champion 
in Ohio, Davia was able to 
reverse a recen.t trend against 
Price in which he was beaten 
twice in three matches. 

Davia earned his first OV AC 
title and the seventh for a top seed 
on Saturday. 

Notes 
After more than 300 OV AC 

champions from the past 50 years 
of championship wrestling were 
introduced to a standin/l ovation 
as part of the tourney s golden 
anniversary celebration, Bellaire 
St. Jonhn s was presented Bob 
Sadler sportsmanship award. 
Minutes later, West Liberty State 
College wrestling coach Vince 
Manseau was honored for his 
many years and contributions. to 
the sport of wrestling. 

OVAC WRESTLING TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
50th Amual OVACWreatllngToumament 

OVAC Overall Tum Standngs 
fat the Whoallng Clvlo Con1«1 

ov.ran 
Be8V8r Local 226; Brooke 196; Oak Glen 

178.5; Buckeye Local 170; Monroo Centn!I 
137; Harrison Central 127; Wheellng Park 
119.6; Indian Creek 107.5; John Marshall 
101.5; East Uvurpool 95; Meadov.1mxlk 92.6; 
Cameron 91,6; Shenandoah 90.6; 
Steubenville 90; Martins Feny 87.5; Shadv• 
e:lde 87.5; Bell8lre 62; Bellalra St John's 78; 
Barnesvllle 76; Union Local 75; River 72; 
Cambrklue 64; St ClelnMlle 62; Caldwell .(6; 
Beallsville 39I· Wellsvllle 36,6; Edlwn 36; 
Staub. Cantra 30.6; Tyler Consolidated 30; 
Weirton Madonna 29; Weir 2a5; Bishop 
Donahue 9; Conotton Valley as; MagllOlia 6 ... 

TaamSooring 
AAAA 

Beaver Local 226; Brooke 1GB; Buckeye 
Local 170; Wheellng Park 119.5; John Mar­
shall 101.5; East Liverpool ~i.Staubanv!Ue 
90; Cambridge EU; Edison 36; vvair 28.5; 

AAA 
Oak Glen 17B,5; Harrison C!Hltral 127.5; 

Indian Creek 107.5 Meadowbrook 92.5 
Shammdoah 90,5 Martins Ferry B7 .5; Bellaire 
02; Barnesville 76; Union Locel 75; St. 
Clalrwille 62; Tyler Consondated 30; Magno­
lia 6 

AA 
Monroe Central 17R5; River 72; Caldwell 

45; Wellsvllle 36.5; Steub. Centn!I 30.5 
A 

Cameron 91.5; Shedvslde B7.5; Beltalre St. 
John's 78; Beallsville 39; Weirton Madonna 
29; Bishop Donahue 9; Conotton Valley 8.5 

lrdlvlwal Chamolonshlp 
1os, Rush !WP! d Skoff {BS.Ji, 7-1 
112: Nicola (BSJ) d Huffman (Riv), 6-2 
119: Emery (HC) d Humphrey (WP) 
125: Tucker (MF) p, McFarland {Bk), 3:01 
130: Shaw IBkl d Hoppel IBvLI, 18-6 

135: Schuller (Bull d Mamone (MF), 9-2 
1,0, Hoppel iBvLI d Rkhay IJMI, 14-10 
145: Flowers (OG) d Bowman (Bull, 3-2 
152: Bllss (Bk) d Bebel (Staub), 6-4 
180: Bertolino !Bull d Burkhart (Sha), 11-2 
171: Dlmmerling (MC) d. Williams (BvL), 5-4 
189: Jared WilUeme (Bvl) d Tomlndk !WP), 
2·1 
215: Hoppel !Bvll Stansbury !EL) 
HWT: Davia (UL) d Price (Cam), B-3 

103: Skoff~~~ 8-6; Rush 
{WP) d Shaw {Bk), 5-1. 
112: Huffman (Riv) d Hartle (JM), 20-5; Nico­
la (BS.JI d. Bumgardner {WP), 17•6. 
119: Emery (HC) d. Saxton (Bull, 6-3; 
Humphrey !WP! d. Smith !Bk), 4-2. 
125: Tucker !MF) d. Turnllull (BuL), 8-2; 
Mcfarland (Bk) d 
Anderson {Bar), 4-3, 
130: Hoppel (Bvl) d Johnston (IC), 6-4, OT; 
Shaw(Eik) d 
Brown IMC!, 6-1. 
135: Schuller (Bul) d, Fergusen (MC), 7-2; 
Mamone (MF) d. Mike Durl:>in (Bk), 16-8. 
140: Hoppel (Bvl) d. Bruce (Bell), B-4; Richey 
(JM) d Davkl Durbin (Bk), 12-B. 
146: Bowman (BuL) d. Wilson (MC), 10-5; 
Rowers (OG) d. lrwln (Sha), 3-1. 
152: Bliss (Bk) d Wharton (OG), 10-2; Babel 
(Steub) d Shaw (Bvl)1 6-4, OT. 
180: Bf:irtollno (BuL) d. Schumacher (MCJ, 
1&a; Burkh11rt !She) d Myers (HC), 7•3, 
171: Dlmmerllng (MC) d. S11msa (Sh11), 5-2; 
Jordan Win!ams (Bvll d Lyons (StBubJ, 6-3. 
189: J11n!1d WiUlams (Bvl) d Potts (OG), 7-2; 
Tomlnak (WP) p, Anonlk (Bell), 6:19. 
215: Stansbury !EL) p, Leach (Shen), :41; 
Hoppel !Bvll d Whitehill 100), lB-1. 
275: Price (Cami d. Carothers (HC), 3-1; 
Davi.a (UL) d, Duvall (Ball), 2·1, 20T. 

3rd Place 
103: Valles (WM) d Shaw (Bk), 12·2 
112: Gossett IUU d. Hoppa! IBvLJ. 4-0 
119: Saxton (BuU d Smfth (Brk), 5-1 

125: Anderson (B.ar) d TumbuU (Bull, 4-2 
130: Johnston OCJ p. Brown (MC), 4:03 
135: Femuson (MC) p. Durbin (Brk), 4:28 
1,0, Durnin IBkl d Bruco {Balli, &3 
145: WilBOn IMC) d. lrwln !Sha), 7·2 
152: Shaw (BvU d Wharton (□GI. B-7 
160: Schumachm- (MC) p. Myers (HC), 2:43 
171: 5Mlaa (Sha) d Green (EU, 3-1 
189: Potts (OG) d. Antonlk (Belll, 6-4 
216: Frankhausllr (Ed) d. Leach (Shen), 10-4 
HWT: Cerothera (HC) p. HIIS!am (Riv), 1:15 

6th Place 
103: Lehotay (Mea) p. Cumptson (C11m), 
3:41. 
112: Hartle WM) d. Bumgardner {WP), 6-6 
119: Bates !EU d Roth IMF!, 3-2 
126: Caln (Mea) p. Mayte (IC), 4:56 
130: Mull (JM) win by default 
135: Yoders (Cami d Aberagg, 14-6 
140: Croeier (St!!ub) d. Hunkl&I' (811m), 5-3 
146: Hannaha (Shen) d. Pendleton (IC), 9-4 
162: Bahmer(Bam) d. HugMS (Cam), 6-4 
160: Rinehart (Shen) d l;lughea (IC), 4-2 
171: Lvcna (Staub) d, Sefek:k fHC), 6--2 
189: Howard (Ste) wan by lnJury default 
215: Whltshlll (OG) p. Huffman (HC), 2:06 
HWr: Duvall lBeHI p. Wag""' IBvLJ, 3:33 

7th Pl"'" 
103: Dufflek:I (EU d. Miller (OG), 7-6 
1,2: Gon&eU (00) p. Greiner (Bkl, 1:40 
119: Melko !BS.JI d. McCoy IBvLJ. &4 
125: Wright IOGI p. Bond ICaldl, 2:16 
130: Mahan (00) d Becker (StC), 9-4 
136: McIntosh IOGI d, Phllllps IHCI, 74 
140:Whlttington (OG)d Wamer!Mea), 12•7 
146; Davia (Skl d Lee (JM), 7-2 
152: Casey IM .. I p. Adkins IJMI, 2.'57 
160: S19Wart {Cami d. Blevins iUU. 3-1 
171: Stariu,y{IC) d Meol<s {SIC), 3-2 
189: Hom !Shen) d Conred (Mea), 2-1, 20T 
216: Rosen (Riv) d Hannahs 3-1, OT 
HWT: NetJenschwander (SIC) d McGlllian, 
2-1,20 

MR. MAT AWARD 
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Bellaire St. John's Mickey Nicola gets control of his match against River's Lucas Huffman during 
the 112-ponnd finals of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament at the Wheeling Civic Center. 

one of only two unbeaten 
wrestlers left in the tourney at that 
point 

No matter. 
Nicola quickly jumped out to a 

lead, which he held throu$hout, 
on his way to a 5-2 decision, 
upping his season mark to 25-6. 

Nicola's effort came just min­
utes after another freshman -
Wheeling Park's Abby Rush -
earned a 7-1 decision over Bel­
laire's St John's Joe Skoff to win 
the individual title at I 03. 

Rush wa.s the No. 2 seed in the 
class. 

Harrison· Central's Jesse 
Emery, the top seed at 119, then 
stopped Wheeling Park's Brian 
Humphrey, the two-seed, by a 

count of 5-3. Emery Improved to 
22-2 on the season. In doing so, 
he became tl1e first No. I seed -
and upperclassman - to win a 
title Saturday. 

Martins Ferry's Clay Tucker, 
the top seed at 125, ended a solid 
run by Brooke's Jonatl1an McFar­
land with a pin at 3:0 I in their 
match to repeat as champion. 

McFarland, one of three Bru­
ins to land in the finals, jumped 
up a weight class and improved 
on his sixth-place finish from a 
year ago. 

Braden Shaw helped the Bru­
ins pick up some quality points 
when he turned away Beaver 
Local's Grant Hoppel in the finals 
at 130. In improving his personal 
mark to 30-2 on the season, Shaw 
nearly pinned Hoppel late in the 
second period, but settled for a 
major decision, I 8-5. 

Buckeye Local freshman Zach 
Schuller, a top seed, was matched 
up against Martins Ferry senior 
Mike Mamone in the finals at 
135. It didn't matter. Schuller, 
now 25-3, set the tone early by 
with a quick over-the-head take 
down and went on to claim a 9-2 
decision and earn his first OV AC 
title. 

Schuller became the third 
freshman in the first six weight 
classes to earn a title. 

Beaver's Jared Hoppel became 
the third No. I seed to claim a top 

prize when he held off a furious 
rally by John Marshall sophomore 
Dustin Richey in their 140-pound 
title match, 14-10. 

Hoppel, who upped his mark 
to 19-2, became Beaver Local's 
first individual winner of the day 
for his efforts. 

Richey fell to 28-2. 
The 145-pound title featured 

the No 3 and 4 seeds - Buckeye 
Local's Brock Bowman and Oak 
Glen's Steve Flowers - in the 
first-place mat while the top seeds 
- Shadyside's Jessie Irwin and 
Monroe Central's Christopher 
Wilson battled next door in battle 
for third place. Bowman upset 
Wilson, the top seed, while Prow­
ers knocked off Irwin, the two, 
seed in the semis. 

Flowers (23-2) was able to 
keep things going in the finals 
with a slim 3-2 victory. 

At 152, top seed Phil Bliss of 
Brooke continued his dominance 
of Steubenville's David Babel. 
Coming into their championship 
bout Saturday, Bliss had already 
beaten fifth-seeded Babel (26-6) 
twice on the season. Make it 
three. 

Bliss, who won an OV AC title 
at 140 a year ago, became the 
fourth No. I seed to win a tltle, 
when he stopped a bandaged up 
Babel, 6-4. Babel experienced a 
cut above his eye in second peri­
od. 

OV AC runner-up. 
Jared Williams got the Beavers 

back on track moments later at 
I 8 9 when he squeaked past 
Wheeling Park's Cody Tommak, 
the No. 2 seed. Williams, a three­
time placer, earned his first 
OV AC title and the fifth one for 
the top seeds Saturday. 

Junior Adam Hoppel (20-1) 
then locked things up for the 
Beavers when he doubled up East 
Liverpool's Josh Stansbury, 4-2. 
It was the third consecutive 
OV AC title for Hoppel, the sixth 
for a No. I seed and the third 
individual title for. the Beavers on 
the day. 

Stansbury dropped to 29-2 on 
the season, with both losses com­
ing to Hoppel, a defending state 
champion m Ohio. 

In the final match, Union 
Local' s Koe! Davia, the top-seed­
e d heavyweight, knocked off 
Cambridge's Michael Price 8-3. 
Also a defendin~ state champion 
in Ohio, Davia was able to 
reverse a recent trend against· 
Price in which he was beaten 
twice in three matches. 

Davia earned his first OV AC 
title and the seventh for a top seed 
on Saturday. 

Notes 
After more than 300 OV AC 

champions from the past 50 years 
of championship wrestling were 
Introduced to a standini; ovation 
as part of the tourney s golden 
anniversary celebration, Bellaire 
St. Jonhn s wa.s presented Bob 
Sadler sportsmanship award. 
Minutes later, West Liberty State 
College wrestling coach Vince 
Monseau was honored for his 
many years and contributions. to 
the sport of wrestling. 

OVAC WRESTLING TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
50th Arvwal OVAC Wrntflng Tournament 

OVACOV.nlTeamStarnlngs 
(at the WhM!lng Civic Center) 

Overall 
Beaver local 225; Brooke 196; Oak Glen 

178,5; Buckeye local 170; Monroe Central 
137; Harrison Central 127; Wheellng Park 
119.6; Indian Creek 107.6; John Marshall 
101.6; East llverpool 95; Meadowbrook 92.5; 
Cameron 91.5; Shenando11h 90.6; 
Steubenville 90; Martins Ferry B7 .6; Shlldv­
slde 87.5· Bellaire 82; Bellaire St John's 713; 
Barnesvflle 76; Union local 75; River 72; 
Cambrick:te 64; St. Cle!rsvllle 62; Caldwell 45; 
Beallsville 39; Wellsvllle 36,5; Edison 36; 
Staub. Central 30,6; Tyler Consolldated 30; 
Weirton Madonna 29; Wair 28,5; Bishop 
Donahue 9; Conotton Valley 8,6; Magnolia 5 ... 

Team Scoring 
AMA 

Beaver local 225; Brooke 196; Buckeye 
Local 170; Wheallng Park 119.5; John Mar• 
shall 101.5; East Liverpool 95; Steubenvllla 
90; Cambridge 64; Edison 36; Wair 28.5; 

AAA 
Oak Glen 178.6; Harrison Cantr11I 127.6; 

lndlan Creak 107.5 Meadowbrook 92.5 
Shenandoah 90.5 Martins Farry 87 .6; Bellaire 
82; Bernasv[lle 76; Union local 75; St. 
Clalrsvllla 62; Tyler Consolidemd 30; Magno-
11115 

AA 
Monroa Central 17a5; River 72; Caldwell 

45; Wellsville 36.5; Staub. Central 30.6 
A 

Cameron 91.6i Shadyside 87.5; Bellelre St 
John's 78; Beallsville 39; Weirton Madonn.a 
29; Bishop Donahue 9; Conotton Valley B.6 

ln<lvldual Championship 
103: Rush (WP) d. Skoff (BSJ), 7-1 
112: Nicole (BSJ) d. Huffman (Riv), 6-2 
119; Emery (HC) d. Humphrey (WP) 
125: Tucker (MF) p, McFarland (Bk), 3:01 
130: Shaw (Bk) d. Hoppel (Bvl), 1&-5 

136: Schuller (Bull d Mamone (MF), 9-2 
140: Hoppel (Bvl) d. Richey (JM), 14-10 
145: Flowers (OG) d. Bowman (BuU, 3-2 
152: Bliss (Bk) d. Babel (Staub), 6--4 
160: Bertolino (Bull d Burkhart (Sha), 11-2 
171: Dlmmetllni;, (MC) d Wllllems (Bvl), 5--4 
189: Jared Williams (Bvl) d Tomin.it; (WP), 
2·1 
216: Hoppel (Bvll Stansbury (EU 
HWT: Davia {UL) d Price (Cam), 8-3 

Ch"""'°nshlp Samlflnals 
103: Skoff (BSJ) d, Valles tWMI d, 6-5; Rush 
{WP) d Shaw (Bk), 5-4. , 
112: Huffman (Riv) d. Hartla (JM), 20-5; Nico­
la (BSJ) d. Bumgardner (WP), 17-5. 
119: Emery (HC) d. Saxton (Bul), 6-3; 
Humphrey (WP) d, Smith (Bk), 4-2. 
126: Tucker (MF) d. TurnPull (Bull, 8-2; 
Mcfarland (Bk) d . 
Anderson (Bar), 4·3. 
130: Hoppel (Bvl) d. Johnston (IC), 6-4, OT; 
Shaw(Bk) d 
Brown IMC), 5-+1. 
135: Schuller (Bull d. Ferguson (MC), 7-2; 
Mamone (MF) d. Mika Durbin (Bk), 16-8. 
140: Hoppel )Bvl.l d. Bruoe (Bell), 8-4; R~hey 
(JMI d. David Durbin (BkJ, 12-8. 
146: Bowmen (Bull d. Wilson (MC), 10-5; 
Flowers (OG) d. lrwln {Sha), 3-1. 
162: Bliss (Bk) d. \Vharton (OG), 10-2; Sabal 
(Staub) d. Shaw (Bvl), 6-4, OT. 
160: Bertolino (Bull d. Schumacher (MC), 
18-8; Burkhart (Sha) d, Myers (HC), 7-3, 
171: Dtmmarting (MC) d. Samsa (Sh11), 5-2; 
Jordan Williams (BvU d. Lyons (Staub), 6-3. 
189: Jared Wlltl11ms (Bvl) d Potts (OG), 7-2; 
Tomlnak ('NP) p. Anonlk (Bell), 6:19. 
216: Stansbury (El) p. leach (Shan), :41; 
Hoppel )Bvll d Whltehlll )OGI, 18-1. 
275: Price (Cam) d. Carothers (HC), 3-1; 
Davia (UL) d Duvall (Bell), 2·1, 20T. 

3<d Placo 
103: Valles (WM) d. Shaw (Bk), 12-2 
112: Gossett (UL) d. Hoppal (Bvl), 4-0 
119: Saxton (Bul) d Smith (Brk), 6-1 

125: Anderson (Bar) d Turnbull (Bul), 4-2 
130: Johnston (IC) p, Brown (MC), 4:03 
135: Ferguson (MC) p. Durbin (Brk), 4:28 
140: Durbin (Bk) d Bruce (Bell), 8-3 
146: Wilson (MC) d Irwin (Sha), 7-2 
152: ShllW (Bvl) d Wh11rton (OG), 8-7 
160: Schumacher (MC) p. Myers (HC), 2:43 
171: Ssmsa (5h11) d Graen (Ell, 3-1 
189: Potts (OG) d. Antonlk (Ball), 6--4 
215: Frankhausar (Ed) d. lellCh (Shan), 10-4 
HWf: CMOthars (HC) p. Haslam (Riv), 1:16 

5th Placo 
103: lehotay (Meal p, Cumptson {Cam), 
3:41. 
112: Hartle (JM) d Bumgardner (WP), 6-5 
119: Batea (Ell d Roth (MF), 3-2 
125: C11!n IMaa) p. Mayle (IC), 4:55 
130: Mull (JM) win by default 
136: Yodel'll (C!lm) d. Abaragg. 14--6 
140: Crosiar (Staub) d, Hunkier (Barn), 5-3 
146: Hoonahe (Shen) d. Pendlalon (IC), 9-4 
162: Bahmer (Barn) d Hughes (Cam), 6-4 
160: Rlnehart (Shen) d l;lughes (IC), 4-2 
171: Lyons (Staub) d. Safslck (HC), 6-2 
189: Howard (StC) won by intwv default 
215: Wh!tehlll (OG) p. Huffman (HC), 2:06 
HWT: O\lvall (Bell) p, Wagner IBvl), 3:33 

7th Placo 
103; Duffield )ELI d MIiier )OGI, 7.5 
112: Gonsau (OG) p. Grafner (Bk), 1:40 
119: Melko {BSJ) d, McCoy(Bvl), S... 
125: Wright (OG) p. Bond (Cald}, 2:15 
130: Mahan (OGJ d Beckar (StC), 9-4 
135: McIntosh (OG) d. Phllllpg (HCI, 7-4 
140: \Nhittington (OG) d. Warner (MM), 12-7 
146, Davis (Bk) d Lee (JM), 7-2 
152: Casey (Maa) p. Adkins (JM), 2:67 
160: Stewart (Cam) d Blevins (UU, 3-1 
171: Starkey (IC) d Mooke iStC), 3-2 
189: Hom lShen) d Conrad (Mee), 2-1, 20T 
215; Rosen (Riv) d. Hannahs 3-1, OT 
HWT: Neuanschw11ndar (StC) d McGllllan, 
2-1,20 
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Former John Marshall Wrestling Coach Honored 
By JIM COCHRAN 

For The News-Register 
Ed Dugas played a big factor in 

the lives of many John Marshall 
Hi&h School student-athletes 
dunng his 32 years as a teacher 
and coach. 

Included among this group 
were some 400 wrestlers who 
took to the mats in the Ohio Val­
ley Athletic Conference tourna­
ments. 

Dugas, who served 18 years 
as head wrestling coach at John 
Marshall after spending 14 years 
as an assistant to Bill Hinegard­
ner, was introduced to the fans at 
the Wheeling Civic Center Satur­
day night as this year's recipient 
of the prestigious Mr. Mat 
Award. 

It is only fitting that Dugas be 
presented his blue jacket as part 
of the OV AC tournament's gold­
en anniversary event, as his 32 
straight years as an OV AC 
wrestling coach ranks a.s one of 
the longest unbroken stints in 
conference history. 

Dugas coached 26 individual 
OV AC champions, including 
current John Marshall head 

• Photo by Art Llnumn 

Former John Marshall coach Ed Dugas, center, is presented the 
Mr. Mat award by former Mr. Mat honorees Bill Hinegardner, 
right, and Larry Chambers. 
coach Ed West and assistant Greg Lehasky. 
coach Paul Simmons. Ironically, Dugas never 

Among the champions were steP.ped onto a wrestling mat 
two who won OV AC titles 25 unlit his college days as his high 
years ago - Greg Morris and. school, Bishop Donahue, did not 

field a team at that time. 
The 1963 Donahue graduate 

was an oulstanding football play­
er and opted to continue his !,,'fid 
career at West Liberty. Intrigued 
by the sport. he also decided to 

. give wrestling a whirl. 
As fate would have it. West 

Liberty's head football and 
wrestling coach at the time was 
the legendary George Kovalick. 

Kova1ic,k was a driving force 
behind the creation of the OV AC 
Wrestling Tournament. coached 
the first OV AC champion at 
Bridgeport and was the first 
recipient of the Mr. Mat Award. 

Coach 'K' knew talent when 
he saw it and, despite Dugas' 
lack of experience on the mat, 
believed the Marshall County 
native had the makings of a pret­
ty good collegiate.wrestler. 

Dugas lived up to Kovalick's 
expectations by earning All-West 
Virginia Conference laurels in 
both football and wrestling and 
wound up 4ualifying for the 
NAIA national tournament in the 
mat sport. 

Sec, MH. MAT, PaJ;e B8 
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conrinued from page BJ 

The hard-nosed youngter 
began his grid career as a 165-
pound tackle but switched to 
offensive guard for his final 
three years. 

the Monarchs were runners-u_e. 

2003 50th Annual OVAC 
Wrestling Tournament Seeds 

His first match as a freshman 
wrestler was against an opponent 
from the University of Cincin­
nati, and desrite his inexperience 
he Jost only -0. 

Fifty-eight grapplers qualified 
for state competition durinf 
Dugas' tenure and there were 3 
state champions, Including West 
and John Marshall's other current 
assistant, Ted Zervos, who won 
two titles. 

It was an honor for Dugas to 
have coached Will Kovallck to a 
state championship In 1977. 
Will was the son of the man who 
was so instrumental In getting 
pugas into wrestling and coach­
mg. 

103 Pounds 
1 Anthony Valles, Weirton 
Madonna, 11th, 6-3; 2 Abbie 
Rush,. Wheeling Park, 9th, 20· 
6; 3 Corey Lemasters, 
Caldwell, 10th, 21-0; 4 
Anthony Duffield, East 
Liverpool, 10th, 19-5; 5 Jared 
Shaw, Brooke, 1oth, 21-6; 6 
Joe Skoff, St. Johns, 9th, 15-2; 
7 Mike Lehotay, 
Meadowbrook, 10th, 23-3; B 
Tim Compston, Cameron 
.,10th, 16-3. 
112 Pounds 
1 Lucas Huffman, River, 121h 
,21-0; 2 Mickey Nicola, St. 
Johns, 9th, 15-1; 3 Nate 
Gossett, Union Local, 11th, 
21-3; 4 Justin Goneau, Oak 
Glen, 12th, • 12-5; 5 Luke 
Hoppel, Beaver Local, 10th, 
10-6; 6 Scott Bumgardner, 
Wheeling Park, 12th, 9-3; 7 
Jordan Seidler, Monroe 
Central, 11th, 11-B; B Josh 
Greiner, Brooke, 12th, 16-6. 
119 Pounds 
1 Jesse Emery, Harrison 
Central, 11th, 17-2; 2 Brian 
Humphrey, Wheeling Park, 
11\h, 23-3; 3 Matt Smith, 
Brooke, 11th, 22-2; 4 Willie 
Saxton, Buckeye Local, 9th, 
16-6; 5 Jake Bates, East 
Liverpool, 12th, 15-7; 6 Brady 
Roth, Martins Ferry, 10th, 9-3; 
7 Kayne Melko, St. John's, 9th, 
15-5; B Paul McCoy, Beaver 
Local, 9th, 10-6. 
125 Pounds 
1 Clay Tucker, Martins Ferry, 
10th, 12-2; 2 Jarrod Anderson, 
Barnesville, 12th, 22-1; 3 Ryan 
Turnbull, Buckeye Local , 12th, 
17-4; 4 Josh Hoover, Beaver 
Local, 121h, 12-5; 5 Ben Caln, 
Meadowbrook, 12th, 22-4; 6 
Jonathan McFarland, Brooke, 
11th, 22-3; 7 Tony Male, 
Indian Creek, 121h, 12-5; B 
Chris Bond,. Caldwell, 11th, 
15-5. 
130 Pounds 
1 Josh Johnston, Indian 
Creek, 12th, 21-2; 2 Braden 
Shaw, Brooke, 11th, 26-1; 3 
Aaron Brown, Monroe Central, 
11th ,19-0; 4 Grant Hoppel, 
Beaver Local , 10th , 11-3; 5 
Kyle Mull, John Marshall, 12th, 
23-3; 6 John Petrozzl, 
Buckeye Local ,12th, 12-B; 7 
Jason Workman, River, 11th, 
15-3; B Brandon Mccort, 
Bellaire, 10th, 16-6. 

• 135 Pounds 
1 Zack Schuller, Buckeye 
Local ,9th, 19-3; 2 Mike 
Burbln, Brooke, 11th, 24-2; 3 
Mike Mamone, Martins Ferry, 
12th, 18-1; 4 Ryan Ferguson, 
Monroe Central, 11th , 17-6; 5 
Jason Koontz, John Marshall, 
11th, 18-5; 6 D. J. Yoders, 
Cameron, 12th, 1 B-4; 7 Josh 

Wheeler, Steubenville, 11th, 
19-B; B Sean Mclntolsh, Oak 
Glen ,12th, 17-3. 
140 Pounds 
1 Jared Hoppel, Beaver Local, 
12th, 14-2; 2 David Durbin, 
Brooke, 121h ,25-2; 3 Dustin 
Richey, John Marshall, 10th, 
24-1; 4 Thad Greiser, 
Steubenville, 11th, 24-7; 5 
Brandon Bruce, Bellijlre, 12th, 
16-1; 6 Todd Hunkier, 
Barnesville, 11th, 21-1; 7 Ian 
Whittington, Oak Glen, 12th, 
14-5; . B Tony Warner, 
Meadowbrook, 11th, 22-5. 
145 Pounds 
1 Christopher Wilson, Monroe 
Central, 12th, 20-2; 2 Jesse 
Irwin, Shadyside, 11th, 19-0; 3 
Steve Flowers, Oak Glen, 
121h, 18-1; 4 Brock Bowman, 
Buckeye Local, 11th, 19-1; 5 
Vic Bologna, Harrison Central, 
10th, 14-6; 6 Dana Davis, 
Brooke, 10th, 24-3; 7 Zac 
Pendleton, Indian Creek, 10th, 
15-9; B Matt Hannahs, 
Shenandoah, 11th, 17-4. 
152 Pounds 
1 Phil Bliss, Brooke, 121h, 25-c 
1; 2 Jeremy Shaw, Beaver 
Local, 12th, 9-1; 3 Chris Case, 
St. Johns, 11th, 9-3; 4 Jason 
Bahmer, Barnesville, 11th, 21-
2; 5 David Babel, Steubenville, 
11th, 23-B; 6 Matt Wharton, 
Oak Glen, 12th, 14-5; 7 Jeff 
Casey, Meadowbrook, 12th, 
23-4; B Ken Baker, Harrison 
Central, 12th, 17-6. 
160 Pounds 
1 David Bertolino, Buckeye 
Local, 12th; 2 Luke Burkhardt, 
Shadyside, 11th; 3 Issac 
Stewart, Cameron 11th; 4 

171 Pounds 
1 Bobby Samsa, Shadyside, 
11th, 21-0; 2 Jordan Williams, 
Beaver Local, 12th, 12-4; 3 , 
Robby Dlmmerllng, Monroe 
Central, 11th, 15-1; 4 Derek 
Sefslck, Harrison Central, 
12th, 21-2; 5 Chris Green, 
East Liverpool, 12th, 22-4; 6 
James Lyons, Steubenville, 
12th, 22-4; 7 Trent Starkey, 
Indian Creek, 121h, 11-5; B. 
Josh Meeks, St. Clairsville, 
12th 15-7. 
189 Pounds 
1 Jared Williams, Beaver 
Local, 12th, 19-2; 2 Cody 
Tomlnack, Wheeling Park, 
11th, 25-2; 3 Scott Antonlk, 
Bellaire, 10th, 20-3; 4 Cody 
,Potts, Oak Glen, 1 oth, 16-3; 5 h 
.Josh Ewing, John Marshall, 
11 lh, 2Q-5; 6 Daniel Howard, v 
St. Clairsville, 11th, 18-4; 7 b 
John Horn, Shenandoah, 9th, iJ 
16-5; 8 Robert Oldfield; River, v 
12th, 14-7. 
215 Pounds it 
1 Adam Hoppel, Beaver Local, sl 
11th, 14-1; 2 Josh Stansbury, ti 
East Liverpool, 121h, 25-1; 3 .. 
Codey Leach, Shenandoah, p 
11th, 1 B-2; 4 Bill Whitehill, Oak ti 
Glen, 12th, 16-3; 5 Chris ru 
Frankhauser, Edison, 12th, 9- it 
4; 6 Brandon Huffman, 
Harrison Central, 12th, 11-6; 7 n 
Brad Hannahs, Barensvllle, tt 
11th, 13-9; B Bud Hercules, y, 
Wheeling Park, 11th, 21-6. st 
275 Pounds 
Keel Davia, Union Local, 11th, A 
22-1; 2 Tony Carothers, S· 

. Harrison Central, 12th,. 20-0; 3 M 
Matt Duvall, Bellaire, 12th, 23- c 
2; 4 Michael Price, Cambridge, 
12th, 5-1; 5 Scott 

Du~as began coaching 
wrestlmg on a volunteer basis, 
assisting Larry Chambers (a Mr. 
Mat) at Union High School. 

When John Marshall High 
School opened its doors in Sep­
tember of 1968, Dugas was cho­
sen as an assistant coach in not 
only wrestling but in footbalJ and 
track. 

Wrestling became the spqrt 
which he liked the best, as ~e 
spent only six years as a tr~k 
coach, and 12 years in footb 1J 
on the high school level. . 

Dugas did return to West L -
erty as a football assistant a er 
stepping down from the Jo n 
Marshal] grid position. 

As a respected mat assistant 
of 14 years to Hinegardner (a 
Mr. Mat In 1984), there was no 
question who would pick up the 
torch to carry on the highly suc­
cessful wrestling program when 
Hinegardner decided to step 
down. 

When Hinegardner announced 
that he was relinquishing the 
wrestling position, he paid the 
highest compliment to Dugas by 
stating, "I never could have had a 
finer man to work with than Ed 
Du!ias. . 

I think we complemented 
each other well. My weak points 
have been his strong points.' 

The program under the tutelage 
of Hinegardner and Dugas won 
four OVAC tournament titles 
and had five runnerup finishes. 
During a five year penod, 1971-
76, the Monarchs won 41 
straight dual meets. 

The Monarchs during that 14-
year period were also highly suc­
cessful in state competition, win­
ning four championships. 

. Dugas was respected by 
opposing coaches and officials 
for his competitive fire and 
knowledge of the sport. He regu­
larly attended clinics to keep 
abreast of rule changes and was a 
regular at t_he national college 
tournaments. 

Dugas expected his athletes to 
take wrestling seriously, whether 
it was during practice or during a 
mate. 

He also expected them to be 
well-mannered and respectful to 
their opponents, opposing coach­
es and the match official. 

Gary Zelinski, Dugas' colle&e 
roommate and best man at his 
wedding, was pleased to learn of 
his friend's honor. 

"Ed was always very competi­
tive like Conch Kovalick," said 
Zelinski, "even to the point at 
times of being a little headstrong. 

"He was very quiet in college. 
In fact, when.be went out for 
wrestling he never mentioned it 
to anrone. 

"I m very pleased to call Ed 
my friend and I'm sure the feel­
ing is mutual. We've remained 
friends for nearly 40 years." 

When Dugas retired, he said 
he planned to spend much of bis 
time fishing as he grew up In 
Moundsville near the Ohio 
River. 

However, his wife, Mary 
Jean, said he hasn't found much 
time to be an angler as he keeps 
himself busy around the house 
and visiting with his grandchil­
dren. • Kellen Hughes, Indian Creek, 

11th; 5 Justin Myers, Harrison 
Central, 11th; 6 Tyler 
Schumacher, Monroe Central, 
12th; 7 Casey Rinehart, 
Shenandoah, 12th; B Craig 
Blevins, Union Local, 12th. 

Neuenschwander, St. 
Clairsville, 11th, 16-5; 6 
Patrick McGllllan, Oak Glen, 
121h, 17-2; 7 Wesley Haslam, 
River, 10th, 14-6; 8 Andy 
Fegal, Weir, 11th, 24-4. 

When Dugas assumed the 
head wrestling position, named 
as his assistant was Ed West, 
who had been the head coach at 
Moundsville Junior High School. 

That first year of the Dugas­
West era resulted in the Mon­
archs winning a OV AC tourna­
ment crown. The following year 

He still attends many 
wrestling matches throughout the 
year, and tan be heard at times 
calling out Instructions from the 
stands to John Marshall 
wrestlers. 
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Past OVAC tourney team 
champs, coaches listed 
1954 - Bridgeport, George Kovallck. 
1955 - Bridgeport, George Kovallck. 
1956 - Bridgeport, George Kovallck. 
1957 - Bridgeport, George Kovallck. 
1958 - Bridgeport, George Kovallck. 
1959 - Bridgeport, George Kovallck. 
1980 - Bridgeport, George Kovallck. 
1961 - Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos. 
1982 - Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos. 
1963 - Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos. 
1964 - Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos. 
1965 .., Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos. 
1986 - Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos. 
1967 - Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos. 
1968 -- Martins Ferry, Art Hehr. 
1989 - St. John Central, Joseph Bates. 
1970 - Wheeling Central, John Hibbert. 
1971 - St. John Central, Dennis Bowman. 
1972 - John Marshall, Bill Hinegardner. 
1973 - John Marshall, Bill Hinegardner. 
1974-John Marshall,-Bill Hinegardner. 
1975 - Warwood, Enc Carder. 
1976 - Weirton, Charles Murray. 
1977 -- John Marshall, Bill Hinegardner. 
1978 - Wheeling Park, Eric Carder. 
1979 - Wheeling Park, Eric Carder. 
1980 - Steubenville, John Craig. 
1981 - Cadiz, John Stephenson. 
1982 - Steubenville, John Craig. 
1983 - John Marshall, Ed Dugas. 
1984 - Steubenville, John Craig. 
1985 - Barnesville, Darrell Davis. 
1986 - East Liverpool, Nick Trombetta. 
1987 - Steubenville, John Craig. 
1988 - East Liverpool, Nick Trombetta. 
1989 - Steubenville, Buzz Evans. 

VA 

1990 - Wheeling Park, Buzz Evans. 
1991 - Oak Glen, Larry Shaw. 
1992 - Steubenville, John Craig. 
1993 - Martins Ferry, Jeff Oberdick., 
1994 - Wheeling Park, Buzz Evans. 
1995 - Steubenville, Rick Camillettl. 
1996 - Buckeye Local, Dan Doyle. 
1997 - Buckeye Local, Dan Doyle. 
1998 - Martins Ferry, Jeff Oberdick. 
1999 - Martins Ferry, Jeff Oberdick. 
2000 - East Liverpool, Scott Heimstra. 
2001 - East Liverpool, Scott Heimstra. 
2002 - Oak Glen, Larry Shaw. 

The Dugas' are the parents of 
three grown children and the 
grandparents of four. 



Golden 
Tourney 
Begins 

By JIM ELLIOTI 
Stoff Writer 

If the first day of the 50th 
anniversary of the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Wrestling 
Tournament is any indication, 

• the event truly is shaping up to 
be golden. 

Things began as Cameron's 
Jim Potts, the dean of OV AC 

WRESTLING 
NOTEBOOK 

wrestling coaches, 
was awarded a 
plaque during 
openin$ cere­
monies !or his out-

standing contribution to high 
school wrestling over the last 33 
years. Potts, a 12-time OV AC 
Coach of the Year, has a career 
record of 315-81-3. 

And then, it was decision 
time. 

Weirton Madonna's Anthony 
Valles, the top seed at 103, set 
the tone early, pinning Beliaire's 
Chauncy Green in 1:47, as it 
was the first match that finished 
Thursday, just one of the many 
standout accomplishments dur­
ing the tourney's first day. 

First-round upsets 
The first seeded wrestler to 

fall was Beaver Locai's Luke 
Hoppel (112), who was upset by 
Chaz Clark of Barnesville, 12-4. 

Oak Glen's Shane Wright 
recorded n 6-4 decision over 
Indian Creek's Tony Mayle -
the No. 7 seed at 125. Minutes 
later in the I 30-pound match, 
Jessie Mahan continued to help 
the Golden Bears' cause when he 
pulled off an upset of River's 
Jason Workman, the No. 7 in 
that class. 

Another upset in the 130-
pound class featured Jake Becker 
of St. Clairsville turning away 
Bel)afre's Bfondon McCort, I 1-
2 .• 

In what proved to be the 
longest match of the evening, 
Buckeye Locai's Erick Wagner 
outpointed Weir's Andy Fegal, 
2-1 in overtime. Wagner won the 
toss, chose bottom, and scored a 
point with an escape as time 
wound under 20 seconds. 

East Liverpool's Shaun Green 
was able to pick up some points 
for the Potters as he worked his 
way past Josh Ewing, the No. 5 
seed at 189. 

In a 189-pound match that 
was re-bracketed, Meadow­
brook's Derek Conrad deci­
sioned River's Robert Oldfield, 
10-3. 

Top seed updates 
River's Lucas Huffman, No. 

I at 119, recorded a technical 
fail at 2:47 with a score of 23-8 
over Steubenville Central's 
Bobby Morris. 

Martins Ferry's Clay Tucker, 
the top seed at 125, wasted little 
time with Bellaire's Bruce Swal­
lie, pinning him at 3:50. Tucker 
won the 103-pound champi­
onship in last year's tourney. 

Brooke's Phil Bliss, a chan1-
pion at I 40 Just year who is now 
wrestling at 152, recorded a· fall 
over River's David Datuliak in a 
workman-like 56-seconds. 

Harrison Central's Jesse 
Emery needed no more than the 
first period to nail down Bishop 
Donahue's Grant White. 

Buckeye Local 's two No. Is 
- David Bertolino (160) and 
Zack Schuller (13 5) - each 
breezed in their first-round 
matches. Schuller, a freshman, 
recorded a technical fall over 
Indian Creek's Shane Walters. 
Bertolino, a defending champion 
at 160, recorded a fall over Mag­
nolia's Adam Zuker in i:47. 

Please See GOLDEN, Page 26 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Buckeye Local's Zach Schuller shoots in on Indian Creek's Shane Walters during their 135-pound match Thursday at 
the OVAC Wrestling Tournament. Schuller won by technical fall. 

Bears Take, Lead 
Oak Glen, Brooke, Monroe, 
Cameron pace respective 
classes at OVAC Classic 

By JIM ELLIOTI 
Staff Writer 

The first day of the 50th Annual Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference Wrestling 
Tournament is in the books, and the 
defending champion Oak Glen Golden 
Bears thus far have enjoyed every chapter. 

Sweeping through each and every one 
of their matches - with six pins and 
eight decisions -Oak Glen (47 points) 
grabbed a five-point lead for the overall 
title over top contenders Brooke ( 42) 
Beaver Local ( 41) during first-round 
action Thursday at the Wheeling Civic 
Center. 

Second-round action gets underway at 
11 am. today, highlighting second-round 
championship matches and first,and sec­
ond-round consolation matches. • 

The Bears benefited from wins from 
guys who were expected to win like third­
seeded Steve Flowers, who recorded a 
technical fall over Wheeling Park's Jim 
Zink, 22-7, in the third period of their 
match. And, they got a few pleasant sur­
prises from guys who weren't, the seed­
mgs said. 

Both Shane Wright (130) and Jesse 
Mahan pulled off upsets for Oak Glen. 
Wright decisioned Indian Creek's Tony 
Mayle, a seventh-seed, and Mahan sur­
prised River's Jason Workman, also a sev­
enth-seed. 

Harrison Central, led by Jesse Emery's 
pin of Bishop _Donahue's Grant White, 
found itself m second-place behind the 
Golden Bears in the OV AC Class-AAA 
standings with ~2 points, two ahead of 
record-setter Josh Johnston and Indian 
Creek. 

Brooke, the leader in Class 4-A after 
one day, got a Jot of its work done quick­
ly. Both Mike and Dave Durbin recorded 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Bellaire St. John's James Huff and Monroe Central's Jared Ward, top, lock up 
during action of their 125-pound bout at the OVAC Wrestling Tournament. 

pins in under a minute, spearheading an 
evening that featured nine Green and Gold 
pins, which were able to offset four Bruin 
losses. 

"We thought would be In the top 
three," Brooke coach Joe Erlewine said. 
"We were pretty pleased." 

Erlewine was especially pleased with 
the work of 112-poimder Josh Greiner, 
who was seeded eighth, but faced a diffi­
cult challenge In East Liverpool's Matt 
Walker. 

"We were hopinP. he'd. come 
through," Erlewine said, 'and he did." 

Phil Bliss, Brooke's lone top seed, 
muscled his way to a 56-second pin of 
River's David Datuliak. 

Beaver Lofal enjoyed many impressive 
fails, but were forced to watch as Luke 

Hoppel was upset by Barnesville's Chaz 
Clark 12-4 in a I 12-pound match. 

Behind No. I seed Christopher Wilson, 
Monroe Central, with 23 pomts. secured 
an eight-point lead over Caldwell in Class 
AA action. 

Third-seeded Aaron Brown helped the 
Seminole cause with a pin of East Liver­
pool's Dean Hornbeck. 

In Class A action, Canleron grabbed a 
nine-point lead over Shadyside and Bel­
laire St John's. 

D.J. Yoders needed just 38 seconds to 
spark Cameron. Two-seed Jessie Irwin 
was u catalyst for Shadyside with a three­
plus minute pin of East Liverpool's Ron 
Scott. Second-seeded Mickey Nicola 
pinned Beilaire's Rich Heslop m a 112-
pound match to key the Irish. 

I 



Golden 
(Continued from Page 21) his I 07th career victory. 

Beaver Local's Jared Hoppel Quick Work 
helped Union Local's Zacfiary Beaver Local' s Jared Hop-

Compston find more of the mat pel, No. I at 140, dispatched of 

that he wanted, and quickly too. Union Local's Zachary Comp­

The top seed at 140 recorded a ston In the blink of an eye, as he 

pin In JUSt eight seconds. recorded a fall in just eight sec-

Chris Wilson, Monroe Cen- onds. 
tral's 145-pound defending Brooke's Mike Durbin, No. 2 

chamJ?iOn, recorded a fall at at 135, pinned Cambridge's 

2:45 m his match with Nick Clay Teaque In a mere 23 sec­

Koon of Magnolia. onds. A while later, his brother 

Union Local's Koe! Davia, a David needed just six more sec­

returning Ohio Division III . onds to smother Tyler Consoli­

champion and the top seed at dated's Rob Martin at 140. 

275, needed Just 13 seconds to David also entered the tourney 

pin Martins erry's Bobby Kit- as a No. 2 seed. 

tie. Wheeling Park's Abbie 

Shadyside's Bobby Samsa Rush, the No. 2 seed at 103, 

kept things ~olng as he pinned blanked opponent Rashade 

Barnesville s Shawn King at Stevenson of Steubenville in 28 

1:27, to end their 171-pound seconds. 

match. D.J. Yoders helped Cameron 

Beaver Local's Adam Hope!: get off to its usual solid start, as 

a returning champ at 215, he pinned Weirton Madonna's 

recorded a fall over Magnolia's Chris Mikula in 38 seconds in 

Adam Hoppel in 36 seconds. 135-pound action. 

Teammate Jared Williams need- Jo1m Marshall's Kyle Mull, 

ed just 4 7 seconds to hold down the No. 5 • seed at 130, pinned 

Brooke's Justin Younciak at James White of Harrison Cen-

189. tral in sub-minute fashion, need-

Records ing just 50 seconds to get things 

Indian Creek's Josh John- done. Teammate Dustin Richey 

ston, the top seed at 130, set a followed that up with a 19-sec­

school record after decisioning ond pin of Cambridge's Jake 

Matt Hale of Steubenville for Garvm In 140-pound action. 

OVAC Meet Truly for Everyone 
By JThf ELLlOTI 

Staff Writer 
. The finishing touches have 
been applied to the Wheeling 
Civic Center for the 50th playing 
of the Ohio Valley Athletic Con­
ference Wrestling Tournament, 
which opens at 6 p.m. tonight 
with an Olympic-style ceremony, 
and continues through Saturday. 

The building, which will play 
host to more than ~50 wrestlers, 
may or may not be as glamorous 
as Ohio's Value City Arena or 
Huntington's Civic Center, but 
the tournament it hosts can go a 
Jong way toward ensuring more 
area folks can make that determi­
nation for themselves. 
• As far as Oak Glen wrestling 
coach Larry Shaw is concerned, 
no tourney prepares young 
wrestlers for the bright lights of 

state competition like the OV AC. Shaw says, "you have to learn. If 

"For us, to be thrown in that losing a match here and there -

environment is a great prepara- we'll have kids with seven or 

!ion for us down the road in the eight losses throughout the sea­

state wrestling tournament,'' son. If that helps you learn, that's 

Shaw said. "That's great for good. That's what we want 

our kids. We use it too." ..-;,;.--,,.. "Our records aren't 

Shaw's Golden Bears always going to be the 

won the OVAC tourney best records - that's 

last rear for the first OK. There's a price 

time m 11 years, which you've got to pay to 

helped them turn get to the top." 

around weeks later and For years, the Bears 

win their sixth consecu- have been on top. 

tive W.Va. Class A-AA And the intense com-

state title. petition of the OV AC tourney 

As Shaw points out, the Bears is a big reason why. 

don't continue to win things like For Ohio teams, the scenario is 

that on reputation - that would a little different. 

be nice - they do it because With the advantage of having 

they use things like the OV AC nine seeded wrestlers - includ­

tourney as a learning tool. ing three No. Is - Beaver 

"In order to be the best," Local is a pretty good pick to 

OVAC 
(Continued from Page 19) 
For some, it's as big as it ~els. 
That's why it's not surpnslng 

to hear folks like Ron Mauk, the 
tournament's director for 23 
years, says he gets cold chills 
during the openini; ceremony. 

Imagine what ti does to a kid 
who may not be the most gifted 
athlete the sport has ever seen 
but still is able to enjoy such an 
experience, if only once? 

Tourney notes 
Preliminary and first-round 

makhes begin at 6:30 p.m. 
tomght. Things get underway at 
I I a.m. Friday with second­
round matches, along with first-

and second-round consolation 
tilts. At 5 p.m., championship 
quarterfinal and third-and fourth 
round consolation matches are 
slated. Championship semifinal 
and fifth-round consolation 
matches begin at noon Saturday. 

After a celebration of past 
champions and an awards cere­
mony. the first-, third, fifth,- and 
seventh place matches will fol­
low at 6:30 p.m. The champi­
onship matches will be televised 
live by WTOV-9. 

Tickets are $5 for adults and 
$3 for students. Single tickets for 
the championship finals are $7 
for adults and $ for students. 

make a strong showing in 
Whee ling over the weekend. 

Does that mean, even on their 
best day, that the Beavers could 
break the top 5 In Ohio's Divi­
sion II final standings, where the 
numbers are so much greater? 

Last year, Beaver Local fin­
ished 12th in the state, more 
than 110 points back of St. Paris 
Graham. All of that came after 
the Beavers managed a second­
p lace finish overall in the 
OV AC tourney. They won the 
4-A title. 

Beaver Local coach Rich 
Wright still thinks it helps. 

"It helps 1,ou get prepared," 
Wright said, 'because it's such a 
big event. There is a lot of good 
competition there." 

Please See OVAC, Page 22 



Goif19 for the pin 

' • , : • Pholo by Alex Kozlowski 
John Marshall s Kyle Mull goes for the pin against Hanison Central's James White durln 
their 130-pound match Thursday at the OVAC Wrestling Tournament Mull galned the pin. g 

Mr. Mat Recipients 
1976 - George Kovalick, 

Bellaire Athletic Director. 
1977 •· Bill Van Horne, Sports 
Editor, Wheeling News Register. 
1978 •· John Vrotsos, Martins 
Ferry High School. 
1979 •· Richard Edge, 
Springfield High School. 
1980 •· George Wally, John 
Marshall Athletic Director 
1981 Bob Redmond, 
Steubenville Athletic Director. 
1982 .. Paul Crago, Marshall 
County Schools. 
1983 •· Dr. Vincent Manseau, 
West Liberty State College. 
1984 .. Bill Hinegardner, John 
Marshall High School. 
1985 Dennis Bowman, 
Bellaire High School. 
1986 - Ronald Mauck, Brooke 
High School. 
1987 •· Eric Carder, Wheeling 
Park Athletic Director. 
1988 Dave Kovalick, 
Barnesville High School. 
1989 .. Steve !Gsh, Bellaire 

High School. 
1990 -· Carl Fodor, Hancock 
County Schools. 
1991 •· Dr. William Welker, 
Warwood Middle School. 
1992 -- Larry Deaton, Martins 
Ferry. 
1993 - John Stephenson, Cadiz 
High School. 
1994 - Joe Bates, Woodsfield 
High School. 
1995 - Bob Bruney, Martins 
Ferry High School. 
1996 Larry Chambers, 
Moundsville Junior High. 
1997 - Gary Davis, Beallsville 
High School. 
1998 •· Cal Pokas; Martins 
Ferry Times Leader. 
1999 .. Tom Lackman, 
Jefferson Union. 
2000 -- Ed "Buzz" Evans, 
Wheeling Park. 
2001 - William McEldowney, 
Wheeling. 
2002 -· John Craig, Indian 
Creek 

outn UVAv vvres111ng 
Tournament Results 

OVERALL TEAM SCORING - Oak Glen, 
47; Brooke 42; Beaver Local, 41; Harrison 
Central, 32; lndlan Creek, 30; Buckeye 
Local, 27.5· Cameron, 27; John Marshall, 
26.5; Meadowbrook, 25.5; Shenandoah, 
25,5; Monroe Central, 23; East ~I, 
21; St. Clairsville, 21; SteubenviNe, 21; 
Wheeling Park, 20· Bellaire, 18.5; 
Shadyside, 18; St. John Central, 1B; 
Bamesv\lle1 16.~; BBBllsvllie, 16; Caldwell, 
15; Union LOCBJ, 15; Martlns Ferry, 14.5; 
Wellsville, 13.6i., Weir, 12; River, 11.5; 
Cambrldae, 11; :::;teubenville Cenlrel, 10; 
Tyler, HJ; Edison, 8; Weir Madonna, B; 
Magnolla, 2. , 
4-A 
Brooke, 42; Beaver Local, 41' Buckeye 
local, 27 .Si John Marshal~ 2B.5; East 
Liverpool, 21; Steubenvllle, ,1; Wheeling 
Park, 20; Weir, 12; Cambridge, 11; Edison, 
6, 
3-A 
Oak Glen, 47; Harrison Central, 32; Indian 
Creek, 30; Meadowbrook, 25.5; 
Shenandoah 26.6; St. Clalrsvllle 21; 
Bell al re, 19,5; Barnesville, 1 B.5; Union 
~o~al 1,_.1_5; Mertins Ferryi. 14.6; Tyler 
vOnSO\IDl!tad, 10; Magnolia, a. 
2·A 
Monroe Central 23; Caldwell, 15; 
Wellsvme, 13.5; River, 11.5; Steubenville 
Central, 10. 
1-A 
Cameron, 27; Shadyside, 18; St. John's, 
1B· Beallsville, 15· Wetr Madonna, 6. 
OVAC FIRST ROOND RESULTS 
103 -- Anthony Valles (Weir Madonna) 
pinned Chauncey Green (Bellaire), 1 :47d· 
Anthony Duffield (E. llverpool) pinna 
Justin Krulock (Union LocalJ, 1:03; Jared 
Shaw (Brooke) pinned Jessica Peck 
{Tyler), :14; Joe Skoff (s.JC) pinned K~ 
Tippey (Monroe), 2:17; Abbie Rush (Park) 
Jilnhed tlaahade Stevenson (Staub), :28; 
Eddie Mercer (Wellsville) pinned Justin 
Turnbull JBuckeye Local); 3:28; Tim 
Cumpston Cameron) tech faHed Jeff Trigg 

!Shadysi e), 16-0; Mike Lehotay 
Meadowbrook) pinned Bryan Scammell 
St.Cl, 3:17·bBrandon Miller (Oak Glen) 

dee. Dustin augherty (Cambridge), B-4; 
Denick Caucllll (Beav8r) -dee. Dan Magera 
/Barnesville), 14-6; Robbie Martin (lncllan 
Creek) pinned John Gour {MF), 5:14; 
Corey LeMaster (Caldwell pinned Zane 
Bovd (East Liverpool), 1 :10. 
11~ •• Lucas Huffman (River) tech falled 
Bobby Morris (Slaub. Central) 23•6; Logan 
Hartle (John Marshall) plnnecl Bryan Early 
(Cambridge), 1:16; Justin Goneeu (Oak 
(3ten) pinned Tun N&hrbas (Steubanvme1,, 
2:20, Scott Bumgardner (Park) pinned BH y 
Webb (Conotton Valley), 1:14; Josh 
Greiner (Brooke) dee. Matt Walker IE. 
Liverpool), 3-1; Chez Clark (Barnesville) 
dee. Luke Hoppel (Beaver)/ 12-4; Nate 
Gosset (Union Local) p nned Cole 
Heintzman tTyler)1, 1 :55; Mickey Nicole 
(SJC) pinned Rich Heslop (Bellaire)02:30; 
Jordan Seldler (Monroe) ·dee. Matt t:me!Y 
(HBrr1son), 14-4; Justin Seebach (CaldwBil) 
pinned Brandon Antill (Cameron), 4:34. 
119 - Jesse Emery (Harrison) pinned 
Grant White (Bishop Donahue), 1 :40; Paul 
McCoy (Beaver) pinned Brad Bertubln 
{Cembrfdge), 2:26; Jake Bates (East 
Uverpool) pinned Zee Hixenbaugh 
(Madonna), 2:34; Kayne Malka (SJC) 
pinned Steven Jones (Tyler), :47,.i Matt 
Smith (Brooke) pinned Seth Hasen 
(Monroe), :49; Dave Glaneael (Weir) 
pinned Jesae King (Cameron), 3:48· T.J. 
Glass (Oak Gleri) pinned iony Smell 

~

Steubenville), 0:17; WIiiie Saxton 
Buckeye Local) pinned Jarad Booth 
Bellelre), :58.i, lee Doyle (JM/ Rinned 
had Byers (Niver), 1 :16· Mat Brown 

(Beallsvllte) dee, Oavld Bortz (Staub. 
Cenltai), 15-4; Ryan Crum (Celdwe/lwdec, 
Anthony Nicholes (CV), 14-2; Kory Bite 

!Shenando~h dee. Marvin Benson 
Meadowbrook , 12-0; Brady Roth (MF) 

tech felled Gasser (IC), 21-5; 9rtan 
Humphrey (Park) pinned Nick Oberdlck 

ISLC), No Tfme. 
25 - Clay Tucker {MF) pinned Bruce 

Swellle (Bell), 3:50; Ben Caln 

~

Meadowbrook) pinned Shawn GIilette 
Staub. Central), 1 :12

1

• Jonathan 
cFarland (Brooke) p nned Rich 

Beceschlck (Wellsvllla), 1 ,40; Josh Hoover 
{Beaver) pinned Paul Simmons (JM) 3:31; 
l1;yen T'urnbull (Bllilnned Erle Zuzek 
(StC)1 ,:52; Shane W 1ht (Oak Glen) dee. 
tony MBylB (IC), EH-; odd Schmi!lenbac:h 
(ShenandoBh) JJlnned David Blawu=HC)1 ~:43; Jarrod Anderson (Barnesville) ea 
Kevin Ingram (Edison), 1:29; Bfad lyeau 

\
Beallsville) dee. Noali O'Nal1JCemeron)1 5-7; James Huff (SJC) dee. ared Warn 

\

Monroe Centtef), 4-1; Chris Banal 
Caldwell) pinned Jeremiah Webb 
Conotton), 2:48. 
30 -- Josh Johnston (lndlan Creek) 

pinned Matt Hele (Steubenville), 5;01;Kyle 
Mull (JM) pinned James White (HC), :50; 
Aaron Brown (MC) pinned Dean Hornbeck 
(E.L)k4:38; Grant Hoppel (Beaver) pirw,ad 
Matt emp (Staub, Central) !3:28; Jordan 
Beedle (Wellsville) plnnea Chris Davis 
(Caldwell), 5:32; John Petrozzl (Buckflye 
Local) plnflBd Brett Blevins (Union local) 
2:31; Kelly Hughes (Cameron) tech taiiecl 
Billy Henthorn (Magnolia), 2S-1Jj Jessie 
Mahan (Oak Glen) dee. Jason yyorkmen 
(River), 8-2; Braden Shewn (Brooke) 
pinned Evan Lellhelt (Park), 4:30; Cory 
Dankovchlk (Weir) pinned Tom Carpenter 
(SJC), 1 :49; Nate Furry (Meadowbrook) 
won by default over Matt Aberaoo: Jake 
Becker (St.Cl dee. Brandon-Mccort 
(Bellaire), 11-2; Mike Ra_y (Cambridge) 
dee, Jason Jones (Martins Ferry), 11-2: 
136 - Zack Schuller (Buckeye) tech failed 
Shaun Wetters {IC), 4:31; Sean McIntosh 
{Oak Glen) pinned John WIison (Union 
Local), 2:43; D.J. Yoders (Cameron) 
pinned Chris Mikula (Weir Madonna), :38; 
Shawn Dunn (BeevBf) pinned Tyler Love 

B
Meedowbrook), 1 :OB; Justin Cataldo 
Wellsville) finned Nick Zam-bon (Sleub, 
antral) :04; John Welker (East 

Liverpool) Rlnned lsalah Richie (T'yler), 
3:15; Josh Lauener (St.C) pinned Tony 
Vila (Ma~nolla), 1 :21; Mike Aberegg 
Beallsville dee, John -Perko Bellaire), 7-
; i Josh heeler (Steubenv\lle) pinned 
Monica Payne I Park), :34; Ben Phllllps 
(Hanisco) pinned Jamea Gyenes (Ed~on) 
:15; George Mikles \John Mar>hali) plnn,.J 
Zach Hupp (Cafdwe I), 3:07; Mike Mamone 
(Ferr)') dee. Kyle King (Barnesville), 5-1; 
Mike OurtJln ~&coke) pinned Ctey league 
Cambridge , :23; Chris Crock 

~

Shenendoa )_pinned Brandon Varner 
Weir), 5:07; Ryen Ferguson (Monroe 
antral) dee. Jacob Lackman (Shadyskle), 

B•3, 
140 -- Jared Hoppel (Beaver) pinned 
Zachary Compston (Union Locel)1 :OB; 
Tony Warner (Meadowbrook) plnnea Matt 
Stacy (Wellsvllle)I :4!i__!3_!_andon Bruce 

\
Ballalre) pinned M ke I names (HBrr1son), 
:57; Jesse Young (Weir) pinned Tyler 

Schorr (Bishop Donahue}, 2:23; DusUn 
, Richey (JM) pinned Jake Garvin 

mbrldge), :19; Joeh Whipkey 
Camerom) pinned Abe Winter (River}. :28; 

Wrl ht (Weir Madonna dee. C de 
J r an d/l11 5-2; Ion Whittington (~Bk 
Glen) plnneo Kris Bayne (Steu6. Central), 
1 :52; Billy Frolllnl (Shildvekie) dee. Nathan 
Smith (Shenandoah), ~-o: David Durbin 
(Brooke) pinned Rob Martin (Tyler), :29; 
ihad Crosier (Steubenvllle) dee. Albert 
Phlllfps \Buckeye Loce/), 16-l; Rick Brewer 
(Magno la) dee. Brad arooke (SLC), 8·3· 
Todi:t Hunkier (Bamesallle fech felled 
Tyler Bt.Jtler (East Live I, 1~_j_ Luke 
WBITBn (MF) dee, Zach lo (PBn<), 15-
4. 
145 - Chris WIison (Monroe) plnned Nick 
Koon (Magnolia), 2:45; Dale Ferrell (St. 
Clairavllle/ dee. Alan Buzzard (Wellsvifle), 
10-1; Mat Hannahs (Shenandoah) dee. 
Andre Dudley (Steubenville), 14•9; Vic 
Bologna (Hamson) pinned Gordon Welker 
(Cambrldi:Je), 1:13; Joe BeQence (Beaver) 
pinned Jfmmy Jones (Bealtsvllle), 3:3_9_i 
Brock Bowman (Buckeye local) plnneo 
Justin laForrest (Cameron), 2:44; Adam 
Weekley (Tyler) dee, Adam Canella 
(Staub. Central), 11-9; Steve Flowers (Oak 
Bien) tech lalfed Jim Zink (Park), ~-7; 
Alex Lee (JM) dee. Robby Nixon 
(Barnesville), 12·4· Dana Davis (Brooke) 
pinned Mike Merfco (Weir), 3:32; Zee 
Pendelton (IC) pinned Jason Harper 
(Caldwell), 6:03; Jesse Irwin (Shadyakle) 
pinned Ron Scott (East Liverpool), 3:05; 
Jesse Jones (Ferry) dee. Josh Peyton 

IMeadowbrool<), 10-6. 
52 - Phll Blfss (Brooke) pinned David 

Dalkullak (River), :66· Matt Wharton (Oak 
Glen) pinned Robbie Aoselter 
(Shenandoah), 1 ;07; Corey Adkins (JM) 
tech felled Don Glanassl (Weir), 18-3; John 
Polvsrtnl (Staub, Central) pinned Chris 
Benedict (Monroe), 3:03; Jeff Casey 

~

Meadowbrook) tech felled Darin King 
Magnotlel, 22· 7· Chris case (SJC) l)lnned 
dam Gibson (Perk), 5:01(· Ken Baker 

(Harrison/ pinned Ben Ray Cambm:kle), 
5:45; Ma t Saxton (Buckeye local) d"ec. 
Luke Sulek IBellelre), 9-6; David Bable 

!Steubenvll e) , dee. Casey Hughes 
Cameron), 3-1· Jeson Wnght (Shadvokle) 

pinned Mark Mccourt (Edison), ~:48; 
Kenny Ollver {IC) dee. Jon Kinney 

gBeellsvllle).1 9-2; Jason Behmer 
Barnesville) aec, Luke Bumblco (Feny), 6-
; Jeremy Shew (Beaver) dee. Jason 

Randolph (EL) 9-6, 
160 - bavkl Bertolino (Buckeye) pinned 
Adam Zuker (Magnolia), 1 :47; James 
Beach (Staub) pinned WIii Marroulls 
(Edison), 5:17h· Tyler Kln:ey (Bealtsvllle) 
dee. Corey Arc 1er (Eest Liverpool), 12-4; 
Luke High \Cam~) pinned Matt Belter 

ffi
onahue , 1 :27; lyler Schumacher 
onroe) pinned Aaron Carter (East 
erpool), 3:02; Cl!!Jg Blevins (UL! plnned 

Adam Speece (Brooke)I 2:18; Mike 
Hepburn (Bellelre) p nnd Aaron 
MontQOmery (Staub. Central), 1 :44; Isaac 
Stewart (Cameron) pinned Justin 
Provenzano (Ferry), 1:01; Kellen Hughes 

llndlan Creek) pinned Josh Rossiter 
Meadowbrook), 1 :50; Russell Kocher 
River) pinned Chris Norris (Beaver Local), 

:46; Justin Mvera (Harrlson) pinned Shawn 
Simmons (JM), 1 :05i Casey Rinehart 
(Shenandoah) tech felled Nk:"k Toth (Sl 
C.), 15-0; Sam Gieseke (Tyler) pinned 
Jesse Mestrovlc (Perk), 3;56· Ryen 
Jackson (Wellsville) dee. David Jonas 
(Coootton) 5-2; Genett Re/ling \Oak Glen) 
deo. Anoelo Magnone (Weir), 5-5; Luke 
Burkhan'!t (Shadyside) pirwied Jesse Kelly 

ISJC), :20. • 
71 --Bobby Samas (Shadyside) pinned 

Shawn King \Barnesville), 1 :21'; Vince 
Pittman (BBB! svllle) pinned Zack Moore 
(JM), 5:49; Josh Meeks \St.C.) pinned 
John Beemer (Conotton , 1 :54; Chris 
Green (East Liverpool) dee. Nathan 
Loughran (Brooke), 16-5; Robby 
Olmmer11ng (Monroe/ pinned Shane Clerk 
(Ferry), 1 :49; Dus y McVay (UL) doc. 
Bobby ocurl~ (Camllf1dge), 15-5; Sean 
McGuire (Staub. Centralf pinned Aaron 
Owng (Weir), 1 :oale· Rhett Northcraft (Oak 
Glcm) dee. Matt 99 , 24-12; James Lyons 
(Steub) pinned Eric Slaphens \River), 1:25: 
Derek Sefslck (Harrison) p nned Todd 
Krasevec (Park), :3B; Trent Starkey (IC) 
pinned Jimmy Helmlok (Magnolla), :52; 
Adam Cooper (Cameron) pinned Josh 
White \Tyler), 3:12; Jordan Williams 
(Beaver pinned Dan Beiter (Donahue). 
189 -- Jared WIiiiams (Beaver) pinned 
Justin Youciak (Brooke), :47; Shaun Green 
(Eest Liverpool) dee. Josh Ewtng (J!.1), 9-6; 
David Ross (StBtJb) pinned John SKJMBr 
(BeaJlsvlUe), ~:28; Sciott Antonlk (Bellaire) 
tech felled Steve Blake (Cameron), 10-2

1
• 

John Horn (Shenandoah) pinned Mal 
Hlrkela (Madonna), :46; Cl~on Ba-

roe) dee. James Hanis Beaver), B-6· 
Tomlnak Perk) nne Bill Maxwell 

( dwell), :4J; Dan~I Howard \St.C) 
i:,lnned Juetln Britnell (Cambr dge), 
:57;Cody Potts \Oak Glen) tech failed Tony 
Palmer (Conot on) 24-S; Derek Conract 

!Meadowbrook) ciec. Robert Oldfleld 
River), 10-3; Adam Cowser (Indian Creek) 

dee. John Orsini (Staub. Central), 4-2; 
215 -- Adam Hoppel (Beaver) pinned 
Tommy Yoho (Mei;inolla), :36; Bud 
Hercules (Park) plnnBO Richard Campbell 
(Conotton), :1G; Brandon Bovina (Indian 
Creek) pinned Marlo Bamebel (Madoooa), 
1 :57; am Whitehill (Oak Glen) tech felled 
Looan Koehler (Beallsville), :21; Ben Lova 

~

(~eadowbrookl pinned Jared Mosll 
Staub. Central, 3:31; Josh Stansbury 
East Llverpool) pinned Mike Gassler 
yler), 1 :33; Codey Leech (Shenandoah) 

pinned Jarad Chandler (Cambridge), 2:37; 
Brad Hannahs (Bsmesvllle) pinned Boen 
Fisher (Wellsville), 1 :31: Dick Soland 
(Bellalre) pinned Matt Elson (Cameron)1 5:33; Den Dulaney (Brooke) pinned DBVIO 
Hart (Caldwell), 3:~5; Brandon Huffman 

\
Harrison) pinned Brian Tibbs (Buckeye) 
:03; Chris Fankhauser (Edison) plnneH 

Mike Bartley {Weir), :22. 
275 - Koel Davia (Union Local) pinned 
Bobby Kittle (MBrtfns Ferry)L:13; Maurice 
Hlnee (Indian Creak) Dinned ucas Micheal 

ghenandoahl. 3:02i__Luke Shepherd 
yler) pinned W89 Fahy (DoflShue), 1:25; 
atrlck McGllllen (Oak Glen) won by 

default over Bruno Manypenny (Madonna); 
Derrick Molnar \Brooke) pinned Kevin 
Stokes (Magno la), :34; Matt Duvall 

t
Bellalre) pinned Mike Snyder 
Steubenville) 1 :43; Mlcheel Price 
Cambridge) pinned C.J. Montgomery 
Staub. Central), :44·I C.J. ~annlng 
Cameron) Inned Kev n Staub (Park) 
:24; Tony 8arothers (Harrison) plnne<i 

Jeremiah Scherer (Meadowbrook), 1 :03; 
Jeremiah Hlnnerman (Edlsoo/ pinned BUI 
Beebout (Beaver), 2:59; Er ck Wagner 
(Buckeye) dee. Andy Fe~al (Weir), 2-1 1 
OT.; Weale Haslam Iver) plnnea 
Stephen Badgley (East lverpool), :1 Bi 
Scott Neuensctiwander (STC) plnnaa 
Corey Ebbert (JM), 6:08. 
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Ready for the mats 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

The OVAC wrestling coaches gathered at WesBanco Arena Monday to discuss the upcoming 

season and hand out awards for last season's coaches· of the year. Pictured above with their 

plaques are, from left, Monroe Central's Paul Robison, OVAC wrestling director Ron Mauck, 

Ca111eron's Jim Potts, and Oak Glen'.s Larry Shaw. 

Our Opinion 

OVAC mat tourney 
A GOLDEN anniversary is a 

special event, aod this is especially 
true when it involves the Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
Wrestling Tournament. 

The annual tournament, which 
had its beginning in Bridgeport in 
1954, has gained quite a reputa­
tion for the pageantry of its open­
ing ceremony as well as for its · 
competitiveness involving high 
schools on both sides of the Ohio 
River. 

Since 1979, the wrestling 
extravaganza has been held at the 
Wheeling Civic Center, which pro­
vides ample space for the introduc­
tion of the teams in an Olympic­
style ceremony. The event will 
open Thursday at 6 p.m. 

MORE than 850 high school 
wrestlers are. expected to partici­
pate in this year's tournament 

In addition to the recognition 
for the teen-agers, the event will 

Opening ceremony 

honor a person who has made an 
important contribution to area 
wrestling over the years. This indi­
vidual will receive the prestigious 
"Mr. Mat" award during the clos­
ing festivities Saturday. 

Other honors also will be given 
to recognize individuals for their 
work in wrestling. 

Past champions as well as the 
individual champions from the 25-
year team will be recognized. This 
gives the former athletes a chance 
to reminisce, and' more than 225 
athletes will be returning. 

·THE RETURN of the former 
wrestlers shows the importance of 
the tournament aod also is indica­
tive of why the event is a vital part 
of the athletic scene in the Ohio 
Valley. 

Not only has it endured, but it 
has continued to improve as a 
showc·ase for high school 
wrestlers' talents. 

TAKING T-LPhoto/MICHAELHARVILLA 

. PART In the Olympic-style ceremony to help open the 50th Annual OVAC 

Wrestling Tournament are grapplers from some 35 conference schools at the Wheeling 

Civic Center Thursday night. More than 400 prep matmen. are taking part In the largest 

event of Its type In the United States. Action continues throughout the next two days with 

thd e flnfals schi:~uled to start Saturday at 6:30 p.m. Oak Glen Is the leader after the first 

ay o competition. See story, photos page 81. 
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Beaver 
captures 
OVAC title 
• Buckeye's Bertolino takes 
• Bierkortte Award 

By RICK DeLUCA 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

After 50 years of championship wrestling in the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference, Beaver Local is 
a champion. 

Leading by 2 7 points entering the final session 
and with five wrestlers in the championship round, 
Beaver Local captured its first OV AC wrestling 
title by racking up 225 points at the 50th confer­
ence tournament at the Civic Center in Wheeling 
Saturday night. 

Beaver s 225-point total easily outdistanced 
runnerup Brooke at its 196 points to the crown. 
Oak Glen finished third with 178 points and 
Buckeye Local closed out at fourth with I 70. 

Monroe Central and Harrison Central finished 
fifth and sixth respectively with 13 7 and 12 7, 
respectively. Wheeling Park was next at 119 fol­
lowed by Indian Creek and John Marshall. 

Beaver also notched the Class 4-A title whlle 
Oak Glen took another Class 3-A crown, Monroe 
Central was the 2-A champion and Cameron was 
first in 1-A. . 

Oak Glen finished with 11 place finishers 
including one champion to lead all schools In that 
category. Brooke, the surprise team of the season, 

• placed nine wrestlers while champion Baver bad 
eight. Buckeye Local had its best showing ever the 
OVAC mat tourney with seven place finishers 

T-L Photo/PAULA GIITTHER 
TRYING to get control of of Harrison Central's Jesse Emery's leg during the 119-pound cham­
pionship match Is Wheeling Park's Brian Humphreys. Emery went on for the win and the 
OVAC championship Saturday evening at the Wheeling Civic Center. 

including a pair of champions. first. In the second period, he stretched the lead to 
Harrison Central had six wrestlers place whl!e 7-0 with an escape and take down then added a 

Monrie Central, John Marshall, East Liverpool and pair of takedowns in the third to seal the win. 
Meadowbrook put five each on the podium. Bertolino finished as a two-time champion and 

Buckeye Local s David Bertolino finished as improved his season mark to 27-0. Burkhart, a 
the tournament s lone unbeaten wrestler after tak- senior wrestling in his final match, finished at 25-
ing the 160-pound crown with an 11-2 decision 2. 
over Shadyside s Luke Burkhart in the title match. He wrestled pretty good, Buckeye Local coach 

Beriolino' s championship bout win coupled Jay Michael said after the Bertolino win. He did­
with three pins and major decision in his other n t really dominate the match like I would like to 
tournament matches provided the boost that· have seen him do, but be definitely control the 
enabled him to be selected as the David Beirkortte match. 
Award winner as the tournament s most outstand- In fact, that s what you have to do in a big 
ing wrestler. match, is control the tempo, Michael added. He 

In his title bout, Bertolino scored a takedown at put points on the board and those bonus points are 
the one-minute mark of the first period and a near- always nice to have. 
fall that gave the Panther senio.r a 4-0 lead in the 

T·L Photo/PAULA GIITTHER 

AT LEFT: Martins Ferry soph­
omore Clay Tucker Is trying to 
get from the hold of Brooke's 
Jeremy Shaw. Tucker went on 
to win his second straight 
OVAC title. He was a champi­
on at 1 03 pounds last year. 

AT RIGHT: St. John Central 
freshman Mickey Nicola 
(white) and River's Lucas 
Huffman are locked up during 
the 112-pound championship 
final during Saturday night's 
OVAC wresdlng tournament 

Michael, who grapplers place fourth, will return 
some fine young wrestlers again next season. 

We have five in the semi-finals and we got 
three into the finals, so we re pretty proud of our 
kids, Michael said. We still have a lot of work to 
do. We ve got some very good young wrestlers 
that have done well, but still need to work hard to 
get even better. 

In the 103 pound title bout, Wheeling Park s 
Abbie Rush notched a thrilling 7-1 decision over 
SL John Central s Joe Skoff. The two freshmen 
battled evenly through the opening seconds before 
Rush scored a takedown one minute into the first 
period. 

Skoff managed an escape in the opening sec-

See, OVAC, Page C3 
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TRYING to get control of of Harrison Central's Jesse Emery's leg during the 119-pound chem­
plonshlp match Is Wheeling Park's Brian Humphreys. Emery went on for the win and the 
OVAC championship Saturday evening at the Wheeling Civic Center. 

hamplorua. first In the second period, he stretched the lead to 
had six wrestlers place while 7-0 with an escape and take down then added a 

n Marshall, East Liverpool and pair of takedowns in the third to seal the win. 
ive each on the podium. Bertolino finished as a two-time champion and 
s David Bertolino finished as improved his season mark to 27-0. Burkhart, a 
,ne unbeaten wrestler after tak- senior wrestling in his final match, finished at 25-
crown with an 11-2 decision 2_ 

uke_Burkl_tart in the ~tie match. He wrestled pretty good, Buckeye Local coach 
mp10~sh1p bout ~ID ~oupled Jay Michael said after the Bertolino win. He dld­
j maJor decision m hIS other -n t really dominate the match like J. would like to 
1es provided the boost that· have seen him do but be definitely control the 
elected as the David Beirkortte match. ' 
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match, ls control the tempo, Michael added. He 
put points on the board and those bonus points are 
always nice to have. . 

H. Photo/PAULA GINTHER 

AT LEFT: Martins Ferry soph­
omore Clay Tucker Is trying to 
get from the hold of Brooke's 
Jeremy Shaw. Tucker went on 
to win his second straight 
OVAC title. He was a champi­
on at 1 03 pounds last year. 

AT RIGHT: St. John Central 
freshman Mickey Nicola 
(white) and River's Lucas 
Huffman are locked up during 
the 112-pound championship 
final during Saturday night's 
OVAC wrestling tournament. 

Michael, who grapplers place fourth, will return 
some fine young wrestlers again next season. 

We have five in tbe semi-finals and we got 
three into the finals, so we re pretty proud of our 
kids, Michael said. We still have a lot of work to 
do. We ve got some-very good young wrestlers 
that have done well, but still need to work hard to 
get even better. 

In the 103 pound title bout, Wheeling Park s 
Abbie Rush notched a thrilling 7-1 decision over 
St. John Central s Joe Skoff. The two freshmen 
battled evenly through the opening seconds before 
Rush scored a takedown one minute into the first 
period. 

Skoff managed an escape in the opening sec-

See, OVAC, Page C3 
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Monroe's 
·senedict: A 
true test of 
character 

~iREMY 
MIDEI 
Tlmes Leader 
Sports Writer 

Clayton 
Benedict's 
3-2 record 
at the 
0 VA C 
Wrestling 
Tournament 
looks pretty 
average at 
first glance. 

T h e 
Monroe Central junior came in unseeded with 
an 11-4 record. His three wins in the tourna­
ment were solid - two decisions (8-5 and 8-
4) and a pin. His two losses, nothing to be 
ashamed of: a pin at the hands second-ranked 
Cody Tominak of Wheeling Park and a 3-1 
overtime decision to Meadowbrook's Derek 
Conrad. 

So why write a story about a wrestler who 
left the tournament without a place? 

Benedict weighed in this weekend at 16 5 
pounds. In a sport where every pound is pre­
cious, 14 of them is like - well, it's a lot 

His 11-4 record has come in four different 
weight classes: 145,152, 160and 171. 

"We don't have a wrestler to fill every 
class," says Monr-0e coach Paul Robison. 
"We've had to move people around and fill in 
whenever we've bad someone missing." 

He's never, ever stepped on the mat at 189 
in his life. Until this weekend. 

With seeded wrestlers nt 130, 135, 145, 
160 and 171, the Seminoles are stacked and 
came home with the double-A title for the first 
time in Monroe Central's history. 

"Clayton knew we had a spot open at 
189," says Robison, "so he came to me and 
asked if be could have it. 

"I knew no matter wbnt weight he wres­
tled, he wasn't going to give up." 

About the only thing Benedict did give up 
was bis chance for an OV AC place, after get­
ting seventh last year - at 130. 

See, BENEDICT, Page C3 
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onds of the middle period, but 
Rush pushed his lead to 4-1 with 
a quick takedown with two sec­
onds remaining in the second. 
With the win, Ru~h boosted his 
season mark to 25-6 while Skoff 
finished the tourney at· 19-3. 

At 112, St. John Central s 
Mick Nicola surprised defending 
OV AC champion Lucas 
Huffman in the first period with 
a quick takedown and a 2-0 lead. 
Nicola rode out the advantage 
until the finals seconds of the 
first as Huffman managed the 
escape. Nicola s early attack Jed 
to his big upset of the previously 
unbeaten Huffman. 

With 25 seconds left in the 
second period, the Irish freshman 
again shocked the veteran 
Huffman with a takedown to 
boost his upper hand to 4-0. A 
pair of escapes pushed the final 
mark to 5-2 as Nicola closed his 
title bout with a 20-1 season 
record. With the heart-breaking 
loss in the championship bout, 
Huffman finished tl;te weekend at 
25-1. 

In the 119-pound champi­
onship bout, Wheeling Park s 
Brian Humphrey opened his 
return match with Harrison 
Central s Jesse Emery with a 
take down in .the first minute, 
kicking out the legs of Emery to 
gain the advantage then .riding 
out the opening period with a 2-
0 lead. 

Humphrey and Emery met in 
the 2002 tourney in the third­
place final with the Hoskie grap­
pler prevailing. Emery was able 
to match that outcome as be 
came on strong in the final min­
utes to pull out amn exciting 5-3 
decision to take the 2003 crown. 
Emery s heroics were capped off 
by a tnkedown with just 15 sec­
onds remaining in the match. 

Martins Ferry's Clay Tucker 
is half way to an OV AC sweep 
after notching his second confer­
ence crown in in two years after 
scoring a fall over Brooke s 
Jonathan McFarland In 3:01 of 
the 125-pound bouL 

Top-seeded Tucker, a 103 
pound champion in 2002, fell 
behind the Bruin wrestler just 20 
seconds into the match as 
McFarland surprised Tucker with 
a quick takedown. Tucker came 
right back with a reversal with 
just I 5 seconds remaining in the 
first. 

In the second, Tucker worked 
his way to an advantage then 
pinned the Bruin wrestler in the 
opening minute. Tucker s suc­
cess boosted his record to 22-2 
while McFarland finished at 25-
4. 

At I 30, Brooke's Brandon 
Shaw dominated Beaver Local 
sophomore Grant Hoppel In tak­
ing the title with an 18-5 major 
decision. Shaw opened a 4-1 led 
in the first period and kept build­
ing on the lead. Shaw finished 
the tourney with a 3 I -1 record 

while Hoppel closed at 17-4. 
Buckeye Local freshman 

Zach Schuller, a top-seed enter­
ing the tourney, became the first 
in his class at the Connorville 
school to win an OV AC crown 
as the youngster took an early 2-
0 lead over Martins Ferry senior 
Mike Mamone and went on to 
gain 9-2 decision in the 135-
pound title match. . 

Schuller, finishing the tourney 
at 25-3, had a succession of four 
straight takedowns to mount an 
8-2 lead before adding an escape 
in the final seconds to seal tbe 
win. Mamone closed the tourney 
with a fine 2 7 -2 record. 

Any time you wrestle In a 
tournament this size and come 
out on top, you had to do some­
thing right, Michael said about 
Schuller s win. He s a young 
wrestler and be still needs to 
work to get better, but he wres­
tled very well tonight. 

At 140 pounds, Beaver Local 
added another trophy to the case 
compliments of a Hoppel family 
member as senior Jared Hoppel 
rode out a late threat from John 
Marshall sophomore Dustin 
Richey en route to a 14-10 deci­
sion in the title match. 

Hoppel, in boosting his sea­
son record to 19-2, dominated 
the Monarch wrestler early 
building a huge lead in the first 
period (9-2) before watch 
Richey battle back. 

Hoppel held on gain the win 
while Richey lost for only the 
second time this season finishing 
at 28-2. 

Buckeye Local sophomore 
Brock Bowman just missed 
added the second Buckeye Local 
title as he battled Oak Glen sen­
ior Steve Flowers to the final 
second before dropping a tough 
3-2 decision· in the 145-pound 
title bouL 

Flowers opened with a take 
down and a 2-0 lead in the open­
ing seconds, but Bowman cut the 
margin to 2-1 with an escape at 
the close of the session. Starting 
from the down possession, 
Bowman knotted the score with a 
quick escape in the second and 
the two wrestlers went into the 
third tied at 2-2. 

Flowers worked loose for an 
escape early In the third and 
managed to keep Bowman at bay 
in the final seconds to notch the 
win. Bowman closed at 24-2 

jOVAC Wrestling 
TEAM SCORING 
OVERALL 
Beaver Local, 225; Brooke, 198; Oak 
Glen, 17B; Buckeye Local, 170; 
Monroe Central, 137; Harrlscin 
Central, 127.5; Wheeling Park, 119.5; 
Indian Creek, 107.5; John Marshall, 
101.5; East Liverpool, 95. 
CLASS4·A 
Beaver. Local, 225; Brooke, 196; 
Buckeye Local, 170; Wheeling Park, 
119.5; John Marshall, 101.5; East 
Liverpool, 95; Steubenville, 90; 
Cambridge, B4; Edison, 36; Weir, 
2B.5. 
CLASS3·A 
Oak Glen, 176.5; Harrison Central, 
127.5; Indian Creek, 107.5; 
Meadowbrook, 92.5; Shenandoah, 
90.5; Martins Ferry, 67.5; Bellaire, B2; 
Bamesvllla, 76.; Union Local, 75; SL 
Clairsville, B2; Tyler vConsolldated, 
30; Magnolia, 5. 
CLASS 2·A 
Monroe Central, 137; River, 72; 
Caldwell, 45; Wellsville, 3B.5; 
Steubenville Central, 30,5. 
CLASS 1-A 
Cameron, 91.5; Shadyside, 67.5; SL 
John Central, 7B; Beallsville, 39.; 
Welrtoln Madonna, 29; Bishop 
Donahue, 9; Conotton Valley, B.5. 

T·L Photo/PAULA GINTHER 
TRYING to gain position during Iha 103 pound championship 
match Is St John Central freshman Joe Skoff, while Wheellng 
Park's Abbie Rush attempts to remain In control. Rush went on 
for the win and the OVAC title. 

CHAMPIONSHIP ANALS 
103 - Rush (WP) dee. Skoff (SJC), 7-
1. 
112 -- Nicola (SJC) dee. Huffman 
(RIV), 5-2. 
119 - Emery (HC) dee. Humphrey 

while Flowers took home a 23-1 
record along with his champi-
onship trophy. ' 

At 152 pounds, Brooke added 
another champion as senior Phil 
Bliss captured his second OV AC 
crown with a tight 6-4 decision 
over SteubenviI-le s David 
Babel. 

Bliss extended his once-beat­
en record to 31-1 with the deci­
sion while Babel closed the tour­
ney at 4-1 and a season mark of 
26-6. Brooke entered the cham­
pionship finals with three 
wrestlers battling to the title. 
Knotted at 2-all entering the 
third period, picked up four 
points in the third to garner the 
crown. 

In the 17 I-pound title bout, 
Monroe Central s Robby 
Dimmerling capped off bis 
amazing run to the title with a 
thrilling 5-4 win over Beaver 
Local s Jordan Williams. 

Dimmerllng, who upset top­
seeded Bobb Samsa of 
Shadyside, 5-2, in the semi­
finals, boosted his season mark 
to 20-1 with the win. Williams 
closed out at I 6-5. Deadlocked 
at two in the first period, 
Dimmerling registered an escape 
and takedown In the second to 
mount a 5-4 lead that held up 
through the scoreless third. 

In the 189-pound final, 
Beaver Local s Jared Williams 
took advantage of an escape and 
a penalty point in the second 
period to pull out a thrilling 2-1 
decision over Wheeling Park s 
Cody Tominak. 

At. 215, defending champion 
and state runnerup Adam Hoppel 
captured his third OV AC title 
with a 4-2 decision over East 
Liverpool s Josh Stansbury. 
After va 2-all deadlock in the 

!WP), 5-3. 
second, Hoppel managed a take- i 25 - Tucker (MF) pinned McFarland 

d . th lhi d . th . l (Brooke), 3:01. 
own m e r to gam e ltt e. 130 -- $haw (Brooke) maj. dee. G. 

Hoppel improved to 20-1 while Hoppel (BVL), 1 B-5. 
Stansbury finished at 29-2. 135 -- Schuller (BL) dee. Mamone 

In the final event of the night, \~:_9-J: Hqppel (BVL) dee. Richey 
defending Ohio state champion (JM), 14-10. 
Koel Davia captured the 275- 145 - Flowers (OG) dee. Bowman 
pound title with an impressive 8'- (BL), 3-2. 
3 decision over Cambridge s 152 •• Bliss (Brooke) dee. Babel 

M. h l Pri (STEUB), 5-4. 
IC ae ce. 160 - a.rtollno (BL) dee. Burkhardt 
Davia opened with a quick (SHA), 11-2. 

takedown in the first and held on 171 -· Olmmerllng (MC) dee. Jo. 
to post a 2-0 lead in the first. An Williams ~BVL), 5-4. 
escape completed the scoring In 189 -· a. WIiiiams (BVL) dee, 

Tomlnak (WP), 2-1. 
the second, but in the third, 215 -- A. Hoppel (BVL) dee. 
Davias took control by scoring a Stansbury (EL), 4-2. 
pair of takedowns and extending 275 - Davia (UL) dee. Price (CAMB), 

his lead to 8-2. B-
3, THIRD PLACE 

Davia, a runnerup in last 103 - Valles (WM) ma]. dee. Shaw 
year s tourney, finished the tour- \Brooke), 12-2. 
ney at 27-1., 12 -· Gossett (UL) dee. Hoppel 

MAT NOTES (BVL), 4-0. 
119 -· Saxton (BL) dee. Smith 

PRIOR TO Saturday s final (Brooke), s-1. 
session, the OV AC brought out a 125 - Anderson (BAR) dee. Turnbull 
huge contingent of past confer- \BL), 4-2. 
ence tournament champions as 30 - Johnston (IC) pinned Brown 

f he 
. , . . I h (MC), 4.03. 

part o t giant ,estlV!t es onor- . 135 -· Ferguson (MC) pinned M. 
mg the 50th anniversary of the Durbin (Brooke), 4:28. 
OVAC tournament. Nearly 300 140 - D. Durbin (Brooke) dee. Bruce 

f h • d d \BEL), B-3. 
ormer c ampwns para.": 45 - Wilson (MC) dee. hwln (SHA) 

through the center of the C1v1c 7-2. ' 
Center floor. The very moving 152 -- Shaw (BVL) dee. Wharton 
ceremony including the recognl- (OG), B-7. 
tion of each of the returning 160 -· Schumacher (MC) pinned 

h 
. Myers (HC), 2:43. 

C amp10ns. 171 - Samsa (SHA) dee. C. Green 
ALSO HONORED were \EL), 3-1. 

members of the 1978 class of B9- Potts (OG) dee. Antonlk (BEL), 

OV AC champions honoring the ~ 5 .. Cod Leach (SHEN) dee. 
25th anmve_rsary of that group Fankhauser {ED), 1D-4. 
and the nammg of the 2003 Mr. 275 - Carothers (HC) pinned Haslam 
Mat, Ed Dugas, the former head (RIV), 1 :15. 

coach at John Marshall High 103 __ Le~~ P(~~;D) pinned 

School. Cumpston (CAM), 3:41. 
SPECIAL HONORS were 112 - Hartle (JM) dee. Bumgardner 

bestowed upon Dr. Vince (WP), 6-5. 
Manseau, head coach of West 
Liberty State College and St. 
John Central s mat team with the 
Bob Sadler Sportsmanship 
Award. 

119-Bate 
2. 
125 •· Gair 
(IC), 4:55. 
130 -- Mu 
Petrozzl (Bl 
135 -· Yo 
Aberegg (B 
140 - Cros 

\
BAR), 5-3 
45 •• H 

Pendleton ( 
152 - Ba~ 
(CAM), 6-4. 
160 - Rine 
(IC), 4-2. 
17 - Lyo 
(HC), 8-2. 
1B9 - Ha, 
default, S. t 
215 -Whit 
(HC), 2:06. 
275 •• D"" 
(BL), 3:33. 
SEVENTH 
103 - Duff 
7-5. 
112 - Gar 
(Brooke), 1 
119 •• Me 
(BVL), B-4. 
125 -- Wr 
(CAL), 2:1! 
i 30 -- Me 
(STC), 9-4. 
135 - Mc 
(HC), 7-4. 
140 - Whl 
(MEAO), 1: 

.145 - Dav 
7-2. 
152 - ca, 
(JM), 2:57. 
160 -· Ste 
(UL), 3-1. 
171 •• St 

ISTC), 3-2 
69 •• Ho 

(MEAD), 2 
215 -· Ro 
(BAR), 3-1 
275 - Ner 
McGIMlan ( 

CHAMI 
103 - Sk, 
5-4; Rush 
5-4. 
112 - Hu 
(JM), 20-! 
Bumgardn 
119 - En 
6-3; Hurr 
(Brooke),• 
125 - Tr 
(BL), B-2; 
Anderson 
130 - SI 
(MC), 5-
Johnston I 
135 - 5< 
(MC), 7-2 
Durbin (Br 
140 - R 
(Brooke), 
Bruce(BE 
145 - F 
(SHA), 3-1 
(MC), 10-! 
152 - I 
Wharton ( 
dee. Sha• 
160 - E 
Schumac 
(SHA) dee 
171 - DI 
(SHA), 5-
Lyons (51 
1B9 - J, 
(OG), 7-
Antonlk (E 
215 - St 

lSHEN), 
allWhltel 
275 - P 
(HC), 3.· 
(BEL), 2·1 



T-l Photo/MICHAEL HARVILLA 
ED DUGAS, middle, Is pictured receiving the 2003 Mr. Mat Award during Saturday night's 
OVAC Wrestling Tournament at the Wheeling Civic Center . .Presenting the award are Bill 
Hinegardner, left, and Larry Chambers, right. 

Dugas named as 2003 
Mr.·Mat Award winner 

Ed Dugas played n big factor in the lives of 
many John Mnrshnll High School student-athletes 
during his 32 years as a teacher and coacb. 

Included among this group were some 400 
wrestlers who took to the mats in the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference tournaments. 

Dugas, who served 18 years as bend wrestling 
coach at John Marshall after spending 14 years as 
an assistant to Bill Hinegardner, was introduced to 
the fans at the Wheeling Civic Center Saturday 
night as tbis year's recipient of the prestigious Mr. 
Mat Award. 

It is only fitting that Dugas be presented his 
blue jacket as part of the OV AC tournament's 
golden anniversary event, as his 32 strnlght years 
as an OV AC wrestling coach ranks as one of the 
longest unbroken stints in conference history. 

Dugas coached 26 individual OV AC champi­
ons, including. current John Marshall head coach 
Ed West and assistant coach Paul Simmons. 

Among the champions were two who won 
OV AC titles 25 years ago - Greg Morris and 
Greg Lehasky. 

Ironically, Dugas never stepped onto 
a wrestling mnt until his college days 
as his high school, Bishop Donahue, 
did not field a team at that time. 

The 1963 Donahue graduate was 
an outstanding football player and • 
opted to continue his grid career at 
West Liberty. Intrigued by the sport, he 
nlso decided to give wrestling a whirl. 

As fate would have it, West Liberty's 
head football and wrestling coach at the time was 
the legendary George Kovalick. 

Kovalick was a driving force behind the cre­
ation of the OV AC Wrestling Tournament, 
coached the first OV AC Tournament champion at 
Bridgeport and was the first recipient of the Mr. 
Mat Award. 

Coach "K" knew talent when he saw it and, 
despite Dugas' lack of experience on the mat, 
believed the Marshall County native had the mak­
ings of a pretty good collegiate wrestler. 

Dugas lived up to Kovalick's expectations by 
earning All-West Virginia Conference laurels in 
both football and wrestling and wound up qualify­
ing for the NAJA national tournament in the mat 
sport. 

The hard-nosed youngter began his grid career 
as a 165-pound tackle but switched to offensive 
guard for his final three years. 

His first match as a freshman wrestler was 
against an opponent from the University of 
Cincinnati, and despite his inexperience he lost 
only l~0. 

Dugas began coaching wrestling on a volunteer 
basis, assisting Larry Chambers (a Mr. Mat) at 
Union High School. 

When.John Marshall High School opened its 
doors in September of 1968, Dugas was chosen as 
an assistant coach in not only wrestling but in foot­
ball and track. 

Wrestling became the sport which he liked the 
best, as he spent only six years as a track coach, 
and 12 years in football on the high school level. 

Dugas did return to West Liberty as a football 
assistant after stepping down from the John 
Marshall grid position. 

As a respected mat assistant of 14 years to 
Hinegardner (a Mr. Mat in 1984), there was no 
question who would pick up the torch to carry on 
the highly successful wrestling program when 
Hinegardner decided to step down. 

When Hinegardner announced that be was relin­
quishing the wrestling position, he paid the highest 
compliment to Dugas by stating, "I never could 
have bad a finer man to work with than Ed Dugas. 

"I think we complemented each other well. My 
weak points have been his strong points.' 

The program under the tutelage of 
Hinegardner and Dugas won four OV AC 

tournarnent titles and had five runnerup 
finishes. During a five year period, 
1971-76, the Monarchs won 41 
straight dual meets. 

The Monarchs during that 14-year 
period were also bijlhly successful in 
state competition, winning four cham­

pionships. 
When Dugas assumed· the bead 

wrestling position, named as his assistant 
was Ed West, who had been the bead coach at 
Moundsville Junior High School. 

That first year of the Dugas-West em resulted in 
the Monarchs winning a OV AC tournament 
crown. Toe following year the Monarchs were run­
ners-up. 

Fifty-eight gmpplers qualified for state competi­
tion during Dugas' tenure and there were 31 state 
champions, including West and John Marshall's 
other current assistant, Ted Zervos, who won two 
titles. 

It was an honor for Dugas to have coached Will 
Kovalick to a state championship in 1977. Will 
was the son of the man who was so instrumentnl in 
getting Dugas into wrestling and coaching. 

Dugas was respected by opposing coaches and 
officials for his competitive fire and knowledge of 
the sport. He regularly attended clinics to keep 
abreast of rule changes and was a regular at the 
national college tournarnents. 

Dugas expected his athletes to take wrestling 
seriously, whether it was during practice or during 
a match. 

He also expected them to be well-mannered and 
respectful to their opponents, opposing coaches 
and the match official. 

II OVAC WRESTLING I 
50th Annual OVAC Wr11.-tflng 

Tournament 
{Top Eight Seeds In Each Weight 

Cina) 
103 pounds 

1. Anthony Vallas (Jr,). Weirton 
Madonna, 6-3; 2. Abbie Rush (fr.), 
Wheeling Park, 20-6; 3. Corey Lamaster 
(ao.), Cali:fwell, 21-0; -4, Anthony Duffield 

~

so.), East LlvBrpool, 19-6; 6, Jared Shaw 
so.), Brooke, 21-6; 6. Joe Skoff (fr,), 
ellalre St. John Central, 16-2; 7. Mika 

Lehotay (so.), Meadowbrook, 23-3; 8. 
Tim Cumpston (so,), Cameron, 16-3. 

112 pounds 
1. Lucas Huffman (er.), River, 21-0; 2. 

Mk:key Nichols !fr.), Bellaire St. John 
Central, 15--1; 3. Nate Gossett (jr,), Union 
Local, 21-3; 4. Justin Goneau (sr.), Oak 
Glenf 12-6.i, 6. Luke Hoppel (so.), Beaver 
Loca, 10-o· 6. Scott Bumgardner 1sr.), 
Wheeling Park. 9-3; 7. Jorden Sedler 
(lr,)f Monroe Cantrel.I. 11-8; 8. Josh 
Gre ner (sr,), Brooke, 10-6, 

119 pounds 
1. Je.sse Emerv (jr.), Harrison Central, 

17-2; 2. Brien Humphray (jr.lt._ Wheellng 
Park, 23-3; 3. Matt Smith (Ir,), t1rooke, 22-
2; 4. Willie Sexton lfr.), Buckeye Local, 
16-6; 5, Ja~e Bates sr.), East Ltverpool, 
16-7; 6, Brady Roth (so.), Martins Ferry, 
9-3; 7. Kayne Melko (fr,), Bellalre St. 
John Central), 15-6; B. Paul McCoy (fr.}, 
Beaver Local, 10-6, 

125 pounds 
1. Clay Tucker (so.), Mertins Ferry! 12-2; 

2. Jarrod Anderson (sr.), Barnasvil e, 22-
1t,3. Ryan Turnbull {sr,), Buckeye Local, 
11-4; 4. Josh Hoover (sr,), Beaver Local, 
12-6; 6. Ben Caln (sr.), M&edowbrook, 22-
-i; 6. Jonathan McFarland (Jr.), Brooke, 
22-3; 7, Tony Mayle (sr.), Indian Creek, 
12-6; 8. Chris Bond (jr.), Caldwell, 15-5, 

130 pD:Unds 
1. Josh Johnston (sr.), Indian Cre-ak, 21-

2; 2. Braden Shaw_ (jr.), Brooke, 26-1j 3. 
Aaron Brown (jr.), Monroe Central, 1~•0; 
4. Grant Hoppel (so.), Beaver Locali..11-3; 
6. Kyle Mull (sr.)I John Marshall, t:3-23; 
6. John Patrozz (sr.), Buckeye Local, 
1208; 7. Jason Wor1';man (ir.\ River 15-3; 
8, Brandon McCort (so.), Ela lairs, 16.a. 

135 pounds 
1. Zach Schuller (fr,_), Buckeye Local.I. 19· 

~~ 2. Mike Durbln (Jr.), Brooke, 24·L.i, 3, 
Mike Mamone (sr.) Martins Ferry, 111--1; 
4. Ryan Ferguson (jr.), Monroe Central, 
17-6; 5. Jason Koontz (jr.), John 
Marshall, 18-5); 8. O.J. Yoders !sr.l, 
Cameron, 18-4; 7. Josh Wheeler (jr,), 
Staubenvllla, 19-8j 8. Sean McIntosh 
(sr.), Oak Gian, 17-;::1, 

140 pounds 
1. Jarad HopP:ftl (sr.), Beaver Local, 14• 

2; 2. David Durbin (sr.), Brooke, 26·2j 3, 
Dustin Richey (so.), John Marshall, 24•1; 
4. Thad Crosier (Jr,), Steubenville, 21-7; 
5, Brandon Bruce (sr.), Bellalre, 18-1; 6, 
Todd Hunkler (Jr.), Barnesville, 21-1; 7. 
Ian Whlttfngton (sr.), Oak Glen, 14·5i. 8, 
Tony Warner (jr.), Meadowbrook, 22·b. 

145 pounds 
1. Chris Wilson (sr.) Monroe Central, 

20-2; 2. Jesse Irwin (jr.J, Shadyside, 19-0; 
3, Steve Flowerss (sr.), Oak Gian, 18-1; 4. 
Brock Bowman (jr.), Buckeye local, 19-1; 
5. Vic Bologna \so.), Harrison Central, 14· 
6; 6. Dana Dav s tao.), Brooke, 24-3; Zee 
Pendleton jso.), Indian Craekh 15-9; 8. 
Matt Hannahs (jr.), Shenandoa , 17-4. 

152 pounda 
1. Phil Bllss {srJ, Brooke, 25--li· 2. 

Jeremy Shaw (sr.), aeaver Local:.. 9- ; 3. 
Chris Casa (Jr.), Bellalra St. John 1,,;entral, 
9-3; 4, Jason Behmer (jr.), Barnasvll1e, 
21-2; 5. David Babel (Jr.), Steubenvflle, 
23+6; 8. Matt Whorton (sr.), Oak Gian, 14-
5; 7. Jeff Casey (sr.) Meadowbrook, 23-
4; 8, Kan Baker (sr.J, Harrison Central, 17-
8. 

. 160 pounda 
1. David Bertolino (sr.), Buckeye Local, 

22-0; 2. Luke Burkhardt (jr.), Shadyside, 
21-1; 3. I. Stewart (Jr.), Cameron, 13-2; -i, 
Kellen Hughes (jr.), Indian Creak, 20-3; 5. 
Justin Myers (jr.), Harrison Central, 13-
10; 6. Tyler Schumacher (sr.), Monroe 
Central, 18-4; 7. Casey Rinehart l"·I• 
Shenandoah, 16-6; 8. Craig Blevins sr., 
Unlon Loc11t, 17-7. 

171 p<!Unds 
1. Bobby Sarnsa (Jr,), Shadyside, 21-0; 

2. Jordan Willlams far./, Beaver Local, 
12-4{· 3, Robby Dlmmerl ng !jr.), Monroe 
Can ral, 16-1; 4. Derek Safslck (sr.), 
Harrison Central, 21-2; 6, Chris Ore-an 
(sr.), East Liverpool, 22-4· 8. James 
Lyons !sr.), SteubenvHle, 22-4l 7, Trent 
Starkey (sr.). Indian Crask, 11-b; B. Josh 
Meeks !sr,). St. Clairsv!lle, 16-7. 

189 ~nds 
1. Jarad Williams (11r.), Beaver Local), 

19-2; 2. Cody: Tomlnack (Jr.), Whe-allng 
Park, 25-2; 3. Scott Antonlk (so.)

1 
Bellaire, 

20-3; 4. Cody Pottg (so.), Oak Gen, 16-3; 
5. Josh Ewing (jr.J John Marshallf 20-5; 
6, Danial Howard (jr,), St. Clalrsvil ai 18-
4; 7. John Hom (fr.), Shenandoah, 6-6; 
B. Robert Oldfield (sr.), River, 14-7. 

215 pounds 
1. Adam Hoppel (Jr.), Beaver Local, 14· 

1i_2, Josh Stanbury (sr.), East Liverpool, 
2b•l; 3. Coday Leach Hr,), Shenandoah, 
18-2; 4. Blll Whltahlll (sr.), Oak Gian, 16· 
3; 5, Chris Fankhauser (sr.), Edison, 9-4; 
6. Brandon Huffman (sr.), Harrison 
Central. 11-6· 7. Brad Hannahs (Jr.), 
Barnesville. 13-9; 8. Brad Hercules (Jr.), 
Wheeling Park, 21-6. 

275 p_ouncb 
1. Koel Davia (jr.), Union Local, 22-1; 2. 

Tony Carothers (sr.), Harrison Central, 
20-0; 3. Matt Duvall (sr.), Bellaire, 23-2; 4. 
Mlchael Price (sr.), Cambridge, 6-1; 6, 
Scott Nauenschwandar 1/r.), St. 
ClairsvJlle, 16-5; 8. Patrick McG lllan (er,), 
Oak Gian, 17-2· 7. Wesley Ha.slam (so,), 
River, 11-8; 8. Andy Foga (jr,), Weir, 24· 
4. 



Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Bellaire St. John's wrestler Chris Case locks up with Barnesville's Jason Bahmer in a 152-pound bout during the 
OVAC Wrestllng Tournament Friday at the Wheeling Civic Center. Bahmer held on for a 5-1 decision. 

Decision Time 
Beaver Local holds slim lead heading into final day of action 

By JIM ELLIOTI 
StalT Writer 

There have been plenty of "major• 
decisions" made during the first two days 
of the 50th Ohio Valley Athletic Confer­
ence Wrestling Tournament, but the 
biggest ones will be made today. 

Action of the largest high school 
wrestling tourney in the land resumes at 
noon at the Wheeling Civic Center with 
Beaver Local, with 141 points, holding a 
slim lead over Oak Glen (I 38) and 
Brooke ( 126) for the overall title. 

In the individual classes, Beaver Local 
(4-A), Oak Olen (3-A), Monroe Central 
(AA), and Cameron (A) are the respec­
tive leaders. 

The Beavers are in good shape to claim 
their first-ever OV AC title, as they have 
six wrestlers remaining in the champi­
onship bracket and two on the consolation 
side. . Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Oak Glen has four wrestlers still eligi- Steubenville's Thad Crosier is lifted by 
ble for the championship and seven in Shadyslde's Billy Frolllnl in a 140-pound 
consolation matches. match Friday at the OVAC tourney. 

Brooke is still in the thick of things 
with seven wrestlers still alive on the 
championship side, but just two in conso­
lation matches. 

For defending champion Oak Glen and 
head coach Larry Shaw, to be in striking 
distance heading into the final day is all 
ther, can ask. 

'It's not over 'till (tonight)," Shaw 
says. "And there's a lot of points to be 
won in those consolation matches." 

One thing separating the Golden Bears 
from the others is that they've had few 

Hartle Is 
Tourney's 
Surprise 

By JIM ELLIOTI 
Stair Writer 

If you've been following. to the 50th 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Wrestling Tournament closely, you've 

WRESTLING 
NOTEBOOK 

probably heard the name 
Logan Hartle more than 
once. 

And you've probably 
been amazed every time. 

After ail, be can't lie. 
He is. 

easy matches. With their highest seed -
Steve Flowers - a No. 3, they've had to 
battle for everything to get where they are. 

Beaver Local has three No. Is who are 
all still alive, and Brooke still bas a No. 1 
and two No. 2s, among others, still seek­
ing titles. 

"With Brooke having so many kids in 
this final round, the,i:'re going to get big 
~oints in chunks, ' Shaw explained. 
'Beaver Local's going to get them in big 

chunks. We're going to-have to widdle • 
away - win a consolation quarterfinal, 
win.a.consolation semifinal. When it gets 
down 'to it, there isn't much difference 
be1Wccn1Secobd pince ruJd third place." 

With ,that', there's more work to be 
• done~ ,1· 

"We're P,fObably doing it quietly," 
Shaw says. 'We don't have the glamour 
wrestlers like Beaver Local has. Brooke 
has their stars. We've just got a bunch of 
.solid hard-working, blue collar kids. 
They've done a great job down here this 
weekend.'' 

A look at where some of the leaders 
are: 

Beaver Local 
Jared Hoppel, the top seed at 140, 

recorded a technical fall over Magnolia's 
Rick Brewer with just 21 seconds 
remaining in their second-round match, 
and then stopped Meadowbrook' s Tony 
Warner 13-4, to advance to the semifi­
nals. 

Jordan Williams, the No. 2 seed at 
1 71, needed just 44 seconds to record a 
fall over Adam Cooper of Cameron in the 
se I cond round. In the third round, he 
need just I :02 to pin Trent Starkey of 
Indian Creek. 

Jared Williams, the No. I seed at 189 
from Beaver Local, earned a technical fall 
over Harrison Central's Mike Pratt with 
10 seconds to go in his second round 
match, then stopped Meadowbrook's 
Derek Conrad, 13-5, in the quarterfinals. 

Please See BEA VER, Page 20 

On Friday, Hartle, a 112-pound sopho­
more from John Marshall, became the 
only unseeded wrestler to advance to the 
tournament's semifinals after knocking 
off Cambridge's Bryan Early, Oak Glen's 
Justin Goneau - the fourth seed - and 
Bamesvllle's Chaz Clark in the first three 
rounds. 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Shenandoah's John Horn gains the advantage against John Marshall's Josh 
Ewing during their 189-pound match. Horn prevailed in overtime. 

He'll face River's Lucas Huffman -
the top seed - today for the right to 
advance to the finals. 

"It's better than I thought I would 
do," said Hartle, who is clearly enjoying 
his first year on the varsity team. 

Hartle has hel{":d John Marshall to an 
eighth-place position through two days. 
He's one of two wrestlers to advance to 
the semis - Dustin Richey is the other. 

But Richey came in as a three-seed at 
140. 

"He's been a re.al pleasant surprise," 
John Marshall coach Ed West said, "And 
I knew he was capable of doing that Like 
I say, he's a pretiy good wrestler." 

The reason he was unranked? 
"I attribute that to the good competi­

tion he's wrestled this year," West said. 
"He wrestled a lot of good kids early in 
this season and I think it's paying off in 
this tournament,. 

Now, he'll face Huffman, who sports a 
record of 24-0 on the season. Huffman is 
one of just six unbeaten wrestlers left in 
the entire tourney. 

"Huffman is tough," Hartle says. 
"I'm just going to go out there and wres-

tie my hardest and hope for the best" 
So far, that's been pretiy good. 

Tbe unbeatens 
Seven different wrestlers - Cald­

well's Corey Lemasters (I 03), River's 
Huffman (112), Monroe Centrai's Aaron 
Brown (130), Shadyside's Jessie Irwin 
( 145) and Bobby Sarnsa (170), Buckeye 
Local's David Bertolino (160), and Harri­
son Central's Tony Carothers - came 
into the tournament without experiencing 
a loss this season. 

After two days of OV AC action, most 
of them still haven't 

Please See HARTLE, Page 20 
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Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Bellaire St. John's wrestler Chris Case locks up with Bamesville's Jason Bahmer In a 152-pound bout during the 
OVAC Wrestilng Tournament Friday at the Wheeling Civic Center. Behmer held on for a 5-1 decision. 

Decision Time 
Beaver Local holds slim lead heading into final day of action 

By JIM ELLIOTT • 
Staff Writer 

There have been plenty of "major• 
decisions" made during the first two days 
of the 50th Ohio Valley Athletic Confer­
ence Wrestling Tournament, but the 
biggest ones will be made today. 

Action of the largest high school 
wrestling tourney in the land resumes at 
noon at the Wheeling Civic Center with 
Beaver Local, with I 41 points, holding a 
slim lead over Oak Glen ( 138) and 
Brooke (126) for the overall title. 

In the individual classes, Beaver Local 
(4-A), Oak Glen (3-A), Monroe Central 
(AA), and Cameron (A) are the respec­
tive leaders. 

The Beavers are in good.shape to claim 
their first-ever OV AC title, as they have 
six wrestlers remaining in the champi­
onship bracket and two on the consolation 
side. 

Oak Glen has four wrestlers still eligi­
ble for the championship and seven in 
consolation matches. 

Brooke is still in the thick of things 
with seven wrestlers still alive on the 
championship side, but just two in conso­
lation matches. 

For defending champion Oak Glen and 
head coach Larry Shaw, to be in striking 
distance heading into the final day is all 
theY, can ask. 

'It's not over 'till (tonight)," Shaw 
says. "And there's a Jot of points to be 
won in those consolation matches.'' 

One thing separating the Golden Bears 
from the others Is that they've had few 

Hart1e·1s 
Tourney's 
- -

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Steubenville's Thad Crosier is lifted by 
Shadyside's Billy Frolllni in a 140-pound 
match Friday at the OVAC tourney. 

easy matches. With their highest seed -
Steve Flowers - a No. 3, iliey've had to 
battle for everything to get where they are. 

Beaver Local has three No. Is who are 
all still alive, and Brooke still has a No. 1 
and two No. 2s, among others, still seek­
ing titles. 

"With Brooke having so many kids in 
this final round, thel,'re going to get big 
~oints in chunks, ' Shaw explained. 
'Beaver Local's going to get them in big 

chunks. We're going tO'have to wlddle • 
away .,.. win a consolation quarterfinal, 
win a .consolation semifinal. When It gets 
dowri"to it, there isn't much difference . 
betwecn,seco)!d place and third place." 

With that, there's more work to be 
done. , 

"We're ~robably doing it quietly," 
Shaw says. 'We don't have the glamour 
wrestlers like Beaver Local has. Brooke 
has their stars. We've just got a bunch of 
solid hard-working, blue collar kids. 
They've done a great job down here this 
weekend.'' 

A look at where some of the leaders 
are: 

Beaver Local 
Jared Hoppel, the top seed at 140, 

recorded a technical fall over Magnolia's 
Rick Brewer with just 21 seconds 
remaining in their second-round match, 
and then stopped Meadowbrook's Tony 
Warner 13-4, to advance to the semifi­
nals. 

Jordan Williams, the No. 2 seed at 
I 71, needed just 44 seconds to record a 
fall over Adam Cooper of Cameron in the 
se I cond round. In the third round, he 
need just 1 :02 to pin Trent Starkey of 
Indian Creek. 

Jared Williams, the No. I seed at 189 
from Beaver Local, earned a technical fall 
over Harrison Central's Mike Pratt with 
IO seconds to go in his second round 
match, then stopped Meadowbrook's 
Derek Conrad, 13-5, in the quarterfinals. 

Please See BEA VER, Page 20 



Beaver------------
< Continued from Page 17) 
Adam Hoppel, a returning 

champ at 215, recorded a fall 
over Bellaire' s Dick Soland in 
just 55 seconds, in the second 
round, then pinned Rivers Eric 
Rosen in just over three minutes 
in the quarterfinals. 

No. 4 seed Grant Hoppel 
jumped into the semifinals via a 
10-6 decision over John Marshall 
Kyle Mull in the quarterfinals. 

Jeremy Shaw, the No. 2 seed, 
at 152, also advanced to the 
semis for the Beavers. 

Oak Glen 
Oak Glen's Flowers needed 

just 21 seconds to pin Tyler Con­
solidated 's Adam Weekly in sec­
ond-round action at 145. In the 
third round, he helped his team 
get a leg up on Brooke, as he put 
a 3-1 decision over Bruins' Dana 
Davis. 

Matt Wharton, the six seed at 
152, ended an inspiring run by 
John Marshall's Corey Adkins in 
the quarterfinals by a count of 9-
3. He'll face Brooke's Phil Bliss, 
the top seed, today in the semis in 
an important match for both 
teams. 

Billy Whitehill scored an 
escape in overtime against Indian 
Creek's Brandon Bovina at 215 
by a count of 2-1 in their second­
round match, then advanced the 
third with a 7-4 verdict over Har­
rison Central's Brandon Huffman. 

Patrick McGillian, the sixth­
seeded heavyweight, pinned Bar­
nesville's Ben Wise in 26 sec­
onds to cap off a fine second 
round for the Bears. He later was 
bounced from cham,1:ionship com­
petition by Bellaire s Matt Duval, 
a three-seed. 

• Justin Goneau, the Bears' 
fourth-seeded 112-pounder who 
was upset in second-round cham­
pionship action, rebounded in his 
second-round consolation match, 
pinning East Liverpool's Matt 
Walker at 1:34. He later recorded 
a major decision over Martins 
Ferry's Chad Ware in third-round 
consolation action. 

Brandon Miller, an unseeded 
Golden Bear at 103, lost a 13-11 
decision to sixth-seeded Joe Skoff 
of Bellaire St John's in a third­
round championship match. 

Brooke 
Brooke's Jonathan McFarland, 

Hartle 
( Continued from Page 17) 
Six of those wrestlers kept that 

perfection alive, with only Cald­
well's Lemaster losinf a 9-2 deci­
sion to Oak Glens Brandon 
Miller, an unseeded competitor 
who won his first two matches. 

Lemasters was a three-seed at 
103. He came back to post a 5-1 
decision over St. Clairsville's 
Bryan Shammel, but still faced an 
uphill battle to place the rest of 
the way. 

At 112, Huffman didn't have 
to work too hard, smothering· 
Meadowbrook's Jon Rossiter in 
53 seconds to improve to 23-0 in 
quarterfinal action. He upped that 
mark to 24-0 Friday evening 
when he recorded a 9-5 victory 
over Brooke's Josh Greiner, and 
will face Hartle in the semis. 

Brown, the three-seed at 130, 
pinned Nate Furry of Meadow­
brook 30 seconds mto the second 
period of his second-round match, 
then bounced Buckeye Local's 
John Petrozzi, the No. 6 seed, 
with a 5-3 decision in the quarter-

the No. 5 seed at 125, made short 
work of Wheeling Park's Ron 
Nelson in the second round, earn­
ing a 13-0 decision and helping 
the Bruins hang around. He upped 
his mark to 15-5 with a pin of St 
Clairsville's Todd Schmelzen­
bach at 5:34 in the quarterfinals. 

Phil Bliss, the top seed at 152, 
later advanced with a fall over 
Buckeye Local's Matt Sexton in 
quick fashion - 34 seconds -
in the second round, then earned a 
10-1 decision over Harrison Cen­
tral's Ken Baker. He'll face Oak 
Glen's Matt Wharton in another 
important matchup for both 
teams. 

Mike and Dave Durbin, both 
two-seeds - Mike at 13 5 and 
Dave at 140 - each advanced to 
today's semifinals, but it wasn't 
easy. Dave earned a 15-10 deci­
sion over Martins Ferry's Luke 
Warren in the second round, then 
escaped with a 10-8 overtime 
decision over Harrison Central's 
Ben Phillips in the quarterfinals. 

Mike pinned John Marshall's 
George Mikles at the 1: 3 8 mark 
of their second-round match, then 
weathered a storm brought on by 
Oak Glen's Ian Whittington in the 
quarterfinals, 4-2, also in over­
time. 

Matt Smith later earned a 5-3 
decision over Martins Ferry's 
Brady Roth as he advanced to the 
semifinals at 11 9. 

Braden Shaw joined him in the 
semis after he pinned St. 
Clairsville's Jake Becker with a 
pin l :03 in their quarterfinal 
match at 130. 

Buckeye Local 
The top seeds continued to roll 

for Buckeye Local, which is 
fourth with 108 points. Both Zach 
Schuller (135) and David Bertoli­
no (160) won their quarterfinal 
matches and are in search of 
championships today. Schuller, 
just a freshman, pinnned Sean 
McIntosh, of Oak Glen, while 
Bertolino pinned Union Local's 
Craig Blevins at 2:44. 

CLASS AAA 
Harrison Central 

Harrison Central, second in 3-A, 
fifth overall, continued to look 
strong as Vic Bologna, the No. 5 
seed at 145, pinned Conotton 
Valley's Adam Wadian in 1:10 in 
the second round, before he 

finals. He'll challenge Brooke's 
Braden Shaw, the two-seed, in the 
semifinals. 

Irwin, who entered the fray 
with a 20-0 record and a No. 2 
seed, easily won his second-round 
match, pinning Martins Ferry's 
Jesse Jones in 1:13. In the third 
round, he stopped Indian Creek's 
Zac Pendleton, 14-6. He next 
faces Oak Glen's Steve Flowers. 

Teammate Sarnsa later pinned 
Beallsville's Vince Pittman at 
3:24, improving his mark to 23-0 
in the second round before taking 
even less time - 36 seconds -
to dispatch of St. Clairsville 's 
Josh Meeks, the eighth seed in the 
quarterfinal round. He'll wrestle 
three-seed Ryan Dimmerling of 
Monroe Central in the semifinals. 

Bertolino ended the suspense 
of his first match against 
Steubenville's James Beach rather 
quickly, needing just over two 
minutes to advance via pin. He 
pinned Union Local's Craig 
Blevins at 2:44 of their quarterfi­
nal match. He'll face Monroe 

dropped an 8-2 decision to the 
hands of Buckeye Local's Brock 
Bown, the No. 4 seed. Teammate 
Jesse Emery, the top seed at 11 9, 
kept things going with a technical 
fall over Beaver Local's Paul 
McCoy to advance to the semifi­
nals. 

Justin Myers, a five-seed, 
earned an upset of Cameron's 
Isaac Stewart the three-seed, to 
advance to the semis at 160. 

CLASS AA 
Monroe Central 

Christopher Wilson, the top seed 
at 145, recorded a technical fall 
over St. Clairsville 's Dale Ferrell 
at 2:41, in the second round by a 
score of 19-3. He then turned 
around and pinned Shenandoah's 
Matt Hannah• s at 3: 5 5 in the 
quarterfinals. 

Robby Dimmerling, the three­
seed at I 71, advanced after he 
pinned East Liverpool's Chris 
Green with 21 seconds remaining 
in their quarterfinal match. 

Tyler Schumacher, a six-seed 
and owner of more than 100 
career victories, also landed him­
self in the semifinals at 160, as he 
won a tie-breaker to upset Indian 
Creek's Kellen Hughes, the four­
seed. He'll face top seed David 
Bertolino in the semifinals. 

Class AA 
Cameron 

Cameron, with 78 points, 
pushed its single-A lead over 
Shadyside (64) and Bellaire St. 
John s (50) despite not being 
able to push anyone through to 
the semifinals. Isaac Stewart, D.J. 
Yoders, and Casey Hughes, and 
Tim Cumston all dropped into the 
consolation brackets on Friday. 

Other Notables 
Mickey Nicola, of Bellaire St. 

John's won both his matches, 
including a quarterfinal major 
decision overMonroe Central's 
Jordan Siedler at I I 2 pounds. 
Teammate Joe Skoff joins him in 
the semifinals ... Wheeling 
Park's Cody Tominack, the two­
seed at 189, advanced with a pin 
of Shenandoah's John Horn. 
Teammate Scott Bumgardner 
(112) joins him there ... Union 
Local's Koe! Davia won a J?air of 
matches and has landed m the 
semifinals, along with fellow top 
seed Clay Tucker o Martins 
Ferry. 

Central's Tyler Schumacher - a 
six seed - in the semis. 

Carothers was the last of the 
undefeated to take the match in 
the afternoon session. For Harri­
son Central fans, it was worth the 
wait. Carothers pinned Tyler Con­
solidated' s Luke Shepherd in 
1: 12, to improve his personal 
mark to 22-0. He later advanced 
to the semifinals by way of a 1 5-4 
major decision over River's Wes­
ley Haslam. There, he '11 face No. 
4 seed Michael Price of Cam­
bridge. 

More upsets 
The 112-pound bracket expe­

rienced a ripple effect after Oak 
Glen experienced its first setback 
as Goneau, the No. 4 seed at 112, 
rallied, but lost a 2-1 decision to 
John Marshall's Hartle. 

Minutes later Caldwell's Justin 
Seebach was able to get past 
Union Local's Nate Gossett, a 
No. 3 seed, by a count of 8-4. 

Josh Hoover a No. 4 seed 
from Beaver Local, lost a 4-3 
decision to Shenandoah's Todd 



OVAC SO-year committee 
seeking former champs 

The OV AC 50-year 
wrestling tournament committee 
is preparing to honor all OV AC 
champions from 1954 to 2002 
as part of the OV AC 2003 
Tournament. 

The following people have 
not yet been contacted as the 
committee is unable to locate 

·an address. 
If you know of the address 

Please contact Steve Kish, Jr. at 
6320 • Mccaslin Road, 
Nasbport, OH 43 8 30 or call 
740.453.9146. 
1954 
Wheeling HS: Robert Griffin, Harvey 
Rutter 
1965 
Brldgaport HS: Torn Evans 1956 
Barnesville HS: John Urban, Bill 
Walters 
Bridgeport HS: BIii Laipple 1957 
Bridgeport HS: Richard Nagy 1958 
Bridgeport HS: Frank Cunningham 
Weir HS: Mel Sutton 
Steubenville HS: Tom Lobgezelle, 
Tom Cunningham 1959 
Brldgaport HS: Phil Ward 
1962 
Steubenvllla HS: Wilbert Wllllams, 
Valentino Jackson Weir HS: Pat 
Allase 
Martins Ferry HS: John Scordos, Joe 
Reaabeck 
1963 
Bridgeport HS: Garald Tolarchyk 
Wair HS:'Gaorga Harvey 
1964 

T•L Phc 
SERVING as the comittee mapping out the 50th OVAC Wrestling Tournament , 
from left Dick Wolfe, Dick Edge, Ron Mauck, Bill Helngardner and Danny Doyle 
from left, are Steve Kish and Dr. Bill Welker. 

Steubenville HS: Ethan Birden 
2002 
Brooke HS: Phil Bliss 

The committee also wishes to 
honor deceased champions, but 
have not been able to locate a 
friend or relative of the follow-

ing: 
19~4 
Bridgeport HS: David Smith 
1950 
Bridgeport HS: Norman Honecker 
1963 
Martins Fany HS: BIii Brown 
1965 

Wheeling Central Hi 
1970 
Brilllant HS: Roger T 
Wheeling Central H!: 
1976 
Parkersburg HS: Luf 
1998 
East Liverpool HS: ~ 

CHS's Price second at OVAC mat tourney 
I 

Beaver Local wins overall team title; 15 area wrestlers place 
WHEELING, W.Va. - A totnl of 15 and allowed Price to get up, making it 3-1 at 

wrestlers from the locul area, headed by a 1:56, but Davia scored another tnkedown at 
runner-up effort by Crunbridge High senior 1:15 to make it 5-1. Again, he allowed Price 
Michael Price, earned place finishes at the to get to bis feet, making it 5-2, but a third 
'50th annuul Ohio Valley Atbletic tnkedown by Davia in the final seconds 
Conference Wrestling Tournament which sealed the outcome. 

wrapped up Saturday With the victrny, Davin improves to 27-1 
night at the Wheeling on the season while Price is 
Civic Center. 9-2. The two are now 2-2 

In fi,oishing as the area's in bead-to-head competi­
top' ' finisher, 0 Prlre-" ·tionnduriog their cateern. 

,-- dropped ru1 8-3 decision Last year, Davia finished 
' to Union Local junior fifth in the OVAC towna-

Kocl Davia, the defend- ment while Price was sev­
ing Ohio Division III enth. 

----. -~ stnte champion, in the Beaver Local emerged as 
1 Price night's finul match - the the overall and Class 4-A 
heavyweight championship. team champion with 225 
• Davia scored a tnlcr,down with seven sec- points, ootdistancing ruu­
'onds remaining in the firnt period to claim a ner-up Brooke which bad 196. Third place 
'2-0 lead. Witl1 Price starting on top in the overall went to Oak Glen (178) followed by 
kcond round, Davia scored an escape at the Buckeye Local (170), Monroe Central 
'1:30 mark to build a 3-0 advantngc. (137), Harrison Central (1275), Wheeling 
1 1n the third period, Davia started on top Pruic (1195), Indian Creek (107 5), John 
1 

Marshall (1015) rn1d East Liverpool (95). F1ve grapplers took fifth place, including 
Joining Beaver Local as division champi- Meadowbrook sophomore Mike l.ehotay 

ons were Oak Glen in Class 3-A, Monroe (28-5) at 103 pounds; Meadowbrook senior 
Central in Oass 2-A and Cruneron in Class Ben Cain (27-fi) at 125 pounds; Shenandoah 
1-A junior Matt Hannnhs (22-fi) at 145 pounds; 

Among the local teams, Meadowbrook Barnesville junior Jason Bahrner (27-4) at 
finished with 925 points, good for fomth 152 pounds; and Shenandoah senior Casey 

place in Class 3-A; Rinehart (iS-8) at 160 pounds. 
Shenandoah had 90.5 Barnesville junior Todd Hunkier (25-4) 
points to finish fifth in was sixth at 140 pounds; gaining sev\'Jlth 
Oass 3-A; €'aldwcll col0 ' placewere~eadowbrookseniorJeffp,i,y, 
lected 45 points, taking (27-fi) at 152 pounds and Shenandoah fresh­
third in 011Bs 2-A; man John Hom (20-7) at 189 pounds; and , 
Barnesville had 76 points, taking eighth place were Caldwell junior 
placing eighth in 3-A; and Chris Bond (18-8) at 125 pounds, 
Cambridge totaled 64 MeadowbrookjuniorTony Warner (25-8) at 
points, eighth in Oass 4-A. 140 pounds, Meadowbrook senior Derek 

F.aming the next-best fin- Conrad (22-12) at 189 pounds and 
ishes among local wrestlers Bnrnesville junior Brad Hannahs (16-12) at 

in the three-day OVAC extravaganz.a were 215 pounds. 
Barnesville High senior Jarrod Anderson Individual OVAC champions included 
(27-2), who finished third in the 125-pound freshman Abbie Rush of Wheeling Parle 
division, and Shenandoah junior Codey 
Leach (23-3), who was third at 215 pounds. See OVAC page B-7 

Several local grapplers fare 
well at OVAC Tournament 
OVAC from page B-1 
(25-6) at 103; freshman Mickey Nicola of SL John Central (20-1) at 
112; junior Jesse Emery of Harrison Central (22-2) at 119; sopho­
more Clay Tucker of Martins Ferry (21-2) at 125; junior Braden 
Shaw of Brooke (31-1) at 130; freshman Zack Schuller of Buckeye 
Local (24-3) at 135; senior Jared Hoppel of Beaver Local (19-2) at 
140; senior Steve Flowers of Oak Glen (23-1) at 145; senior Phil 
Bliss of Brooke (30-1) at 152; senior David Bertolino of Buckeye 
Local (26-0) at 160; junior Robbie Dimmerling of Monroe Central 
(20-1) at 171; senior Jared Williams of Beaver Local (24-2) at 189; 
junior Adam Hoppel of Beaver Local (19-1) at 215; and Davia of 
Union Locul (27-1) at 275. 

Nine of the 14 champions (Emery, Tucker, Schuller, Jared Hoppel, 
Bliss, Bertolino, Williams, Adam Hoppel and Davia) entered the 
tournament as No. 1 seeds. Rush, Nicola and Shaw were No. 2 seeds 
while Flowern and Dimmerling were No. 3 seeds. 

Buckeye's Bertolino was named the Bierkortte Award winner as 
the tournament's outstanding wrestler. 
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OVAC mat 
tourney 
to unfold 
Thursday 
By SETH STASKEY 
llmes Leader Sports Writer 

An Ohio Valley wrestling fan's three 
favorite days of the year are almost upon 
us. 

The annual Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference Wrestling Tournament kicks 
off Thursday evening at 6 p.m. at th~ 
Wheeling Civic Center. • 

The 2003 tournament marks the 50tl1 
anniversary of the bl-state tournamen\ 
which has developed into one of, the 
nation's largest tournaments. ' 

"We have been blessed," said tournac 
ment director Ron Mauck. "To think that 
50 years ago a wrestling tour- • 
nament started in a con­
ference and the confer­
ence is still doing very 
well with a lot of addi­
tions of sports, but our 
tournament is still 
here." 

The three-day event -
which features five sessions 
and some 490 matmen from 34 schools -, 
will see more than 800 bouts contested 
before it wraps up Saturday evening. , 

Thursday's action finds first round 
matches in all 14 wei~t classes compel~ 
ing. The festivities begm with opening cer~ 
emonies which involves all competitors 
entering in an Olympic-style parade. 

Friday's first session begins at 11 a.m. 
with second round championship matches 
as well as first and second round consola­

, tion matches. 
The action picks up again Friday at 5 

p.m. when the championship quarterfinals 
as well as the third and fourth round conso­
lation matches all take center stage. 

The opening three sessions will all be 
contested on eight mats. •• • 

The final day of thi: wrestling carnival 
will begin Saturday at 12 p.m. with the 
championship semifinals, fifth round and 
consolation semifinals. 

The Civic Center will then come to life 
again Saturday at 6:30 p.m. with the cham­
pionship and consolation finals. 

Along with the wrestling, there are sev­
eral other events which will take place. 

The presentation of the Mr. Mat Award 
will be made prior to Saturday's finals as 
will the 25th anniversary, honoring win­
ners from the 1978 tournament. Another 
anniversary will also be held as all of the 
champions from all 49 of the previous tour­
naments have been invited back t<;i take 
part. They, too, will be recognized before 
the start of the finals. . 

Coach Larry Shaw's Golden Bears of 
Oak Glen enter the tournament as the 
defending overall and 3-A champions. 

Beaver Local ( 4-A), Shadyside (2-A) 
and Cameron (!-A) are the other reigning 
class champions. 

A new champion in 2-A is guaranteed 
since Shadyside has dropped to 1-A this 
year. 

"I think this tournament will be very 
competitive," Mauck said. "As it usually is, 
this tournament is solid from top to bottom 
in all four classes." 

The 3-A class earned the most seeds 
with 45, one more than 4-A. The 2-A divi­
sion took 12 seeds and 1-A had 11 
wrestlers seeded. 

Two of the favorites entering the tourna­
ment are Beaver Local and Brooke. 

The Beavers of Coach Rich Wright and 
the Bruins of Coach Joe Erlewine both 
enter the tournament with nine seeded 

See, OVAC, Page B4 
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2003 OVAC Wrestling 
Tournament Pairings 

OPENING ROUND PAIRINGS 
103 -- Anthony Valles JWalr 

Madonna) vs. Chauncey Graen Bell); 
Justin Turnbull (BL) vs. Eddie ercer 
(Wells); Bryan Scammell (SLC) vs. Mike 
Lehotay (Meadow); Joe Skoff (SJC) vs. 
Kasey Tipton (Monroe); Dustin 
Daugherty (Cambridge} vs. Brandon 
MIiiar (Oak Glen); Zane Boyd (Edison) 
vs. Corey LeMaster (Cald); Anthony 
Duffleld (East Llverpool) vs. Justin 
Krulock (Union Local); Dan Magers 
(Barnes) vs. Derrlcik Caudltl (Beaver); 
Matt Cavanaugh (Shen) vs. John Coup 
(MF); Jessica Pack (Tyler) vs. Jared 
Shaw (Brooke); tlm Cumpston 
(Cameron) vs. Jeff Trigg {Shadyslde); 
Robbie Martin (IC) vs, Donnie Webb 
(Conotton); Rashada Stevenson (Staub) 
vs. Abbie Rush (Park), 

112 •- Lucas Huffman {River) vs. 
Bobby Morris (Shenandoah); Matt 
Walker (East Lfv); vs. Josh Greiner 
{Brooke); Luke Hoppel (Be13ver) vs. 
Chaz Clark (Barnas); Logan Hartle (JM) 
vs. Bryan Early (Camb); Tim Nehrbas 
(Staub) vs. Justin Seebach (Cald); Biny 
webb (Conotton) vs. Scott Bumgardner 
(Park); Jordan Seidler (Monroe) vs. Matt 
Emery (Indian Creek); Kenny Furbee 
(SLC) vs. Mika Valesko (Hamson); Rich 
Heslop (Bell) vs. Mickey Nicola (&JC). 

119 - Jesse Emery (HC) vs. Grant 
Whtta (Donahue); Dave Cllansssl (Weir) 
vs. Jessie Stoneking (Cameron); Brad 
Bartubln (Cambridge) vs. Paul McCoy 
(Beaver); Jake Bales (Edison) vs, Zac 
Hixenbaugh (Madonna); Davie} Bortz 
(Shen) vs. Matt Brown (Barnes); Dirk 
Baker (Oak Glen) vs, Tony Simon 
(Staub); Jarad Booth (Bell) vs. WIiiis 
Saxton (Buckeye); Matt Smith (Brooks) 
vs. Seth Rosen {Monroe); Marvin 
Benson {Meadow) vs. Kory Waite 
(Shen); Anthony Nfcholas (Conotton) 
vs, Ryan Crum (Cald); Jacob Gasser 
(Indian Crask) vs, Brady Roth (Martins 
Ferry); Kayne Malka (SJC) vs, Sean 
Neff (Tyler); Las Doyle (JM) vs, Chad 
Byers (Rlvar); Nick Oberdick (St.C) vs. 
Brtsn Humphrey (Park). 

125 - Clay Tucker (Ferry/ vs. Bruce 
Swallle {Bell); Ryan Lowe Magnolia) 
vs. Ben Young (Staub); Shane Wright 
(Oak Glen) vs. Tony Mayle (Indian 
Crask); Ban Caln (Meadow) vs, Shawn 
Gillette (Shen); Bf)_'.an Varner {Weir/ vs. 
Alex Northcraft (Tyler); Brad Bi yeu 
{Bealls) vs. Noah O'Neil (Cameron); 
Mike Deter (Madonna) vs. Ryan 
Turnbull (Buckeye); Josh Hoover 
(Beaver/ vs, Paul Simmons (JM); Todd 
$chme zenbach (Shenandoah} vs. 
David Blawut !Harrison); Ron Nelson 
(Park) vs. Er c Zuzak (St.C); Rick 
Bereschlck (Wellsville) vs. Jonathan 
McFarland (Brooke); Chris Bond 
(Caldwell) vs. Jeremiah Webb 
(Conotton); Jared Ward (Monr.oe) vs. 
James Huff (SJC); Kevin Ingram 
(Edison) vs. Jarrod Anderson 
(Bsrnssvllle). 

130 - Josh Johnson (Indian Crask) 
vs. Matt Hale (Steubenvllle); Bllly 
Henthron (Magnolla) vs. Kelly Hughes 
(Cameron); Jessie Mahan (Oak Glen) 
vs. Jason Workman (River/; Kyle Mull 
(JM) vs. James White Harrison); 
Jordan Beadle (Wellsville) vs. Chris 
Davis (Caldwell); Matt Kemp 

l
Shenandoah) vs. Grant Ho[pel 
Beaver); Aaron Brown (Monroe vs. 

Dean Hornbeck (Edison); Nate urry 
(Meadowbrook) vs. Matt Aberegg 
(Beallsv!lle); Tom Carpenter (SJC) vs. 
Gary Dankovchlk (Weir}; Brett Blev!ns 
(UL) vs. John Petrozzl (Buckeye); 
Brandon Mccort (Bellaire) vs. Jake 
Becker (St.C); Mike Ray (Cambrkige) 
vs. Jason Jones (Ferry); !:.van Letfhelt 
(Park) vs. Braden Shaw (Brooks). 

135 - Zach Schuller (Buckeye) vs. 
Shane Walters (Indian Creek); tony 
VIie (Magnotta) vs. Josh Lausnsr (SLC); 
John Wilson (Union Local) vs. Josh 
Whseler (Staub); Jason Koontz (JM) vs. 
Chris Mikula (Madonna); Mll<s Aberegg 
(BeaHsvlHe) vs. John Perko (Bellaire); 
lsalah Ritchie (Tyler) vs. John Walker 

!East Liverpool); Jacob Lackman 
Shadyside) vs. Ryan Ferguson 
Monroe); Mike Mamone (Martins Farry) 

vs. Kyle King (Barnesville); Nick 
Zambon (Shenandoah) vs. Justin 
Cataldo (Wellsville); Shawn Dunn 
(Beaver) vs. Tyler Love {Meadowbrook); 
Monica Daque (Park) vs. D.J. Yoders 
(Cameron); Sean McIntosh (Oak Glen) 
vs. James Gyenes (Edison); Brandon 
Varner (Weir) vs, Chris Crock 
(Shenandoah); llen Phllllpa (Hamson) 
vs. Zach Hupp (Caldwell); Clay Teague 
(Cambridge) vs, Mika Durbin (Brooke), 

140 - Jared HoP.pel (Beaver) vs. 
Zachary Compston (UL/; Rick Brewer 

~

Mag) vs, BradBrooks (S ,C); Matt Stacy 
Wells) vs. Tony Warner; Brandon 
ruca (Bell) vs, MlkeThomas (Harrison); 

Jesse Young (Weir); vs. Tyler Schorr 

~

BD); Clyde Jordan (IC) vs. Larry Wright 
Madonna); Albert Phillips (BL) vs. Thad 
rosier (Staub); Dustin Richey (JM) vs, 

Jake Garvin (Cambridge); Abe Winter 
(River) vs. Josh Whipkey (Cameron); 
Nathan Smith (Shen) vs, BIiiy Frolllnl 
(Shady); Brandon Macum (E. Liverpool) 
vs. Todd Hunkier (Barnes); Ian 
Whittington (Oak Gian) vs. Krts Bayne 
(Staub. Central); Luke Warren (Ferry) 
vs. Zach Kendle (Park); Rob Martin 
(Tyler) vs, David Durbin (Brooke). 

145 - Christopher Wilson (MC) vs, 
Nick Koon (Magi; Alan Buzzard (Wells)( 
vs, Dale Ferrel (St.C); Andre Dudley 
(Steubenville) vs. Matt Hannahs 
9Shen); Vic Bologna (Harrison) vs. 
Gordon Walker (Cambridge); Mike 
Merica (Weir) vs, Adam Wadlan 
(Conollon); Jimmy Jonas (Beallsville) 
vs. Joe Bellanca (Beaver); Justin 
LaForrest (Cameron) vs. Brock 
Bowman (Buckeye); Steve Flowers 
(Oak Glen) vs. Jim ilnk (Park); Adam 
Canella (Staub. Central) vs. Adam 
Weekley (iyler); Alex Lee (JM) vs. 
Robby Nixon (Bamssvllle); Jon Fekete 

Datullak (River); Matt Saxton (Buckeye 
Local) vs. Luke Sulek (Bellalre); Ben 
Ray (Cambridge) vs. Ken Baker 
(Harrison); Matt Wharton (Oak Glen) vs. 
Robbie Ros.alter (Shenandoah); Adam 
Gibson (Park) vs. Daniel Bender 
(Caldwell); Corey Atkins (JM) vs. Don 
Gianessl (Weir); Luke Buinblco (Ferry) 
vs. Jason Bahmer (Bamesvllle); Chris 
Case (St. John's) vs. Jack Arango 
(Madonna); John Polverlnl (Staub. 
Central) vs, Chris Benedict (Monroe); 
Jason Wright (Shadyside) vs. Mark 
Mccourt (Edison); Casey Hughes 

!
Cameron) vs. David Babel 
Steubenville); Jeff Casey 
Meadowbrook) vs. Darin Kin 
Magnolia); Kenny Oliver (Indian Creek~ 

vs. Jon Kinney (Beallsvllle); Jason 
Randolph (East Liverpool) vs. Jeremy 
Shaw (Beaver). 

160 - David Bertolino (Buckeye) vs. 
winner of Adam Tucker (Magnolal) and 
Josh Rossiter (Meadowbrook); Will 
Marroulls (Edison) vs. James Beaver 
(Staub); Tyler Klnzy (Beallsvllle) vs. 
Corey Archer (Caldwell); Adam Speece 
(Brooke) vs. Craig Blevlns (Union 
Local); Tyler Schumecher (Monroe) vs. 
Aaron Carter (East Liverpool); Garrett 
Rel0ng (Qak Glen) vs. Angelo Magnone 
(Wair); Luke High (Camb~dgs) vs, Matt 
Belter (Donahue): Kyte Smith 
(Bsrnssvlils) vs. Kellan Hughes (Indian 
Creek); I. Stewart (Cameron) vs. JusUn 
Provenzano (Ferry); Mike Hepburn 
(Bellaire\ vs. Aaron Montgomery (Staub. 
Central ; Chris Norris (Beaver) vs. 
Russell Kocher (River); Jake Myers 
(Medonna) vs, Justin Myera· (Hamson); 
Casey Rinehart (Shenandoah) vs. Nick 
Toth (SL Clalrsvllle); Jesse Mestrobvlo 
(Park) vs. Sam Gleske (Tyler); David 
Jones (Conotton) vs. Ryan Jackson 

~

ellsvllle); Winner of Shawn Simmons 
M and Jesse Kelly (SJC) vs. Luke 
r1<hardt (Shadyside). 
171 -- Bobby Samsa (Shadyside) 

vs. Shawn King (Barnesville); Zack 
Morre (JM) vs, Vince Pittman 
(Beallsville); John Beamer (Conotton) 
vs. Josh Meeks (St. Clalrsvllle); Chris 
Green (East Liverpool) vs. Nathan 
Loughran (Brooke); Bobby Scurlock 
(Cambridge) vs. Dusty McVay (Union 
Local); Shana Clari< (Ferry) vs. Robby 
Dlmmerllng (Monroe); Derek Sefslck 
(Harrison) vs. Todd Krasevac (Park); 
Matt Ogle (Caldwell) vs, Rhett 
Northcraft (Oak Glen); Sean McGuire 
(Staub. Central) vs. Aaron Owings 
(Weir); Eric Staphsns (River) vs. Jemas 
Lyons (Staub); Trent Starkey (Indian 
Creek) vs. Jimmy Helmick (Magnall.a); 
Josh White (Tyler) vs. Adam Cooper 
(Cameron); Dan Beiter (Donahue) vs. 
Jordan Wllllams (Beaver). 

189 - Jared WIiiiams (Beaver) vs, 
Justin Younciak (Brooke); Steve Blake 
(Cameron) vs. Mike Pratt (Harrison); 
Jeff Coote (Farry) vs. Robert Oldfield 
(River); Josh Ewing (JM) vs. Shaun 
Green (East Liverpool); Cory 
Cunningham (Barnesville) vs. Mike 
Frolllnl (Shadyside); David Ross 

l
Steubenville) vs. John Skinner 
Beallsvllle); Tony Palmer (Conotton) 

vs. Cody Potts (Oak Glen}; Scott 
Antonik (Bellaire) vs. Josh Thomas 
{Magnolia); Adam Cowser (lndlan 
Creek) vs. John Orsini (Staub. Central); 
Jesse McNeely (Tyler) vs. Derek 
Conrad (Meadowbrook); Justin Brltnell 
(Cambrld1;1e) vs. Danlel Howard (St. 
t:lalrsvllle); John Horn (Shenandoah) 
vs. Matt Hikala (Madonna); Clayton 
Benedict (Monroe) vs. James Harris 
(Buckeye); Bill Maxwell (Caldwell) vs. 
Cody Tomlnak (Park). 

215 -- Adam Hoppel (Beaver) vs. 
Tommy Yoho (Magnolla); Dirk Soland 
{Bellaire) vs. Matt Elson (Cameron); 
Richard Campbell (Conotton) vs. Bud 
Hercules (Park); Brandon Huffman 
(Harrison) vs. Brian Tibbs (Buckeye); 
Brandon Bovina llndlan Creek) vs. 
Marlo Barnebrel Madonna); Logan 
Koehler (Beallsville) vs. Bill Whitehill 
(Oak Glen); Coday Leach 

~

Shenandoah) vs, Jared Chandler 
Cambrtd e); David Hart (Caldwell) vs. 
evln Du~aney (Brooke); Mike Bartley 

(Weir) vs. Chrts Frankhauser (Edison); 
Brad Hannahs (Barnesville) vs. Brian 
Fisher (Wellsvllle); Ben Love 
(Meadowbrook) vs, Jarad MosU (Staub. 
Central); Mike Gassler (Tyler) vs. Josh 
Stansbury (East Liverpool). 

275 -- keel Davia (UL) vs. Bobby 
Kittle (Farry); Lucas Mitchell 
(Shenandoah) vs. Maurice Hines 
(Indian Creak); Eric Wagner (Buckeye) 
vs. Andy Fogel (Wair); Patrick McGllllon 
(Oak Glen) vs. Bruno Manypenny 
(Madonna); Derek Molnar (Brooke) vs. 
Kevin Stokes (Magnolia); Mike Snyder 
(Steubenville) vs. Mall DuVall (Bellaire; 
Michael Price (Cambridge) vs. C.J. 
Montgomery (Staub. Central); Blake 
Shawke (Beaver) vs. Jeremiah 
Hlnnerman (Edison); C.J, Manning 
(Cameron) vs. Kevin Staub (Park); 
Corey Ebbert (JM) vs, Scott 
Neuenschwander (St.C): Wesley 
Haslam (River) vs Stephen Badgley 
(East Liverpool); Luka Shapard (Tyler) 
vs. Wes Fetty (Donahue\; Jeremiah 
Scherer (Meadowbrook vs. Tony 
Carothers (Harrison). 

Champions Returning 
for 25th Anniversary 

,, !'; ,',•" ' ' 

From 11178', 
98 Poui1ds ... Rat\d\l PryorrN:elr) 
103 Pounds-Paul carter C&Qfz). 
112 •• Carl Stanley ( heeling 
Park), 
119-Terry Welgel (Wair). 
126-Dave ChaclWall (~le). 
132 - DllVe BalleY (Wallsvllle), 
138- P. lllll Prezzla=lltMlki), . 
146 - Ra~ Pernell elr) 
156-.Joli!Oavlar \. 



Whlt~(Do;;;,i.,;-D~ve Glanessi (Weir) 
vs. Jessie Stoneking {Cameron); Brad 
Bartubln (Cambridge) vs. Paul McCoy 
(Beaver); Jake Bates (Edison) vs. Zac 
Hixenbaugh (Madonna); David, Bortz 
(Shen) vs. Matt Brown (Barnes); Dirk 
Baker (Oak Glen) vs. Tony $imon 
(Staub); Jared Booth (Bell) vs. Willle 
$axton (Buckeye); Matt Smith (Brooke) 
vs. Seth Rosen (Monroe); Marvin 
Benson (Meadow) vs. Kory Waite 
(Shen); Anthony Nicholas (Conotton) 
vs, Ryan Crum (Cald); Jacob Gasser 
(Indian Creek) vs. Brady Roth (Martins 
Ferry); Kayne Melko (SJC) vs. Sean 
Neff (Tyler); Lee Doyle (JM) vs. Chad 
Byers (River); Nick Oberdick (St.C) vs. 
Brian Humphrey (Park). 

125 ~~ Clay Tucker (Ferry) vs. Bruce 
Swaliie (Bell); Ryan Lowe (Magnolia) 
vs. Ben Young (Sleub); Shane Wright 
(Oak Glen) vs. Tony Mayle (Indian 
Creek); Ben Caln (Meadow) vs. Shawn 
Gillette (Shen); Bryan Varner (Weir/ vs. 
Alex Northcraft (Tyler); Brad B1 yeu 
(Bealls) vs. Noah O'Neil (Cameron); 
Mike Deter (Madonna) vs, Ryan 
Turnbull (Buckeye); Josh Hoover 
(Beaver) vs. Paul Simmons (JM); Todd 
Schmelzenbach (Shenandoah) vs. 
David Blawut (Harrison); Ron Nelson 
(Park) vs. Eric Zuzak (St.C); Rick 
Bereschlck (Wellsville) vs. Jonathan 
McFarland (Brooke); Chris Bond 
(Caldwell) vs. Jeremiah Webb 
(Conotton); Jared Ward (Momoe) vs. 
James Huff (SJC); Kevin Ingram 
(Edison) vs. Jarrod Anderson 
(Barnesville). 

130 MM Josh Johnson (Indian Creek) 
vs. Matt Hale (Steubenville); Billy 
Henthron (Magnolia) vs. Kelly Hughes 
(Cameron); Jessie Mahan (Oak Glen) 
vs. Jason Workman (River/; Kyle Mull 
(JM) vs. James White Harrison); 
Jordan Beadle (Wellsville) vs. Chris 
Davis (Caldwell); Matt Kemp 
(Shenandoah) vs. Grant Hoppel 
(Beaver); Aaron Brown (Monroe) vs. 
Dean Hornbeck (Edison); Nate Furry 
(Meadowbrook) vs. Matt Aberegg 
(Beallsville); Tom Carpenter (SJC) vs. 
Gary Dankovchik (Welr); Brett Blevins 
(UL) vs. John Petrozzl (Buckeye); 
Brandon Mccort {Bellaire) vs. Jake 
Backer (St.C); Mike Ray (Cambridge) 
vs. Jason Jones (Ferry); Evan Lelfhelt 
(Park) vs. Braden Shaw (Brooke). 

135 -- Zach Schuller gBuckeye) vs. 
Shane Walters (Indian reek); Tony 
Vila (Magnolia) vs. Josh Lauener (St.C); 
John Wilson (Union Local) vs. Josh 
Wheeler (Staub); Jason Koontz (JM) vs. 
Chris Mikula (Madonna); Mike Aberegg 
(Beallsville) vs. John Perko (Bellaire); 
Isaiah Ritchie (Tyler) vs. John Walker 
(East Uverpool); Jacob Lackman 
(Shadyside) vs. Ryan Ferguson 
(Monroe); Mike Mamone (Martins Ferry) 
vs. Kyle King (Barnesville); Nick 
Zambon (Shenandoah) vs. Justin 
Cataldo (Wellsville); Shawn Dunn 
(Beaver) vs. Tyler Love (Meadowbrook); 
Monica Daque (Park) vs. D.J. Yoders 
(Cameron); Sean McIntosh (Oak Glen) 
vs. James Gyenes (Edison); Brandon 
Varner (Weir) vs. Chris Crock 
(Shenandoah); Ben Phillips (Harrison) 
vs. Zach Hupp (Caldwell); Clay Teague 
(Cambridge) vs. Mike Durbin (Brooke). 

(B~;ri~svllle) "vs~ Kellen Hughes (Indian 
Creek); I. Stewart (Cameron) vs. Justin 
Provenzano (Ferry); Mike Hepburn 
(Bellaire) vs. Aaron Montgomery (Staub. 
Central); Chris Norris (Beaver) vs. 
Russell Kocher (River); Jake Myers 
(Madonna) vs. Justin Myers· (Harrison); 
Casey Rinehart (Shenandoah) vs. Nick 
Toth (St. Clairsville); Jesse Mestrobvic 
(Park) vs. Sam Gl.eske (Tyler); David 
Jones (Conotton) vs. Ryan Jackson 
(Wellsville); Winner of Shawn Simmons 
(JM and Jesse Kelly (SJC) vs. Luke 
Burkhardt (Shadyside). 

171 •• Bobby Samsa (Shadyside) 
vs. Shawn King (Barnesville); Zack 
Morre (JM) vs. Vince Pittman 
(Beallsville); John Beamer (Conotton) 
vs. Josh Meeks (St. Clairsville); Chris 
Green (East Liverpool) vs. Nathan 
Loughran (Brooke); Bobby Scurlock 
(Cambridge) vs. Dusty McVay (Union 
Local); Shane Clark (Ferry) vs. Robby 
Dlmmerllng (Monroe); Derek Sefslck 
(Harrison) vs. Todd Krasevac (Park); 
Matt Ogle (Caldwell) vs. Rhett 
Northcraft (Oak Glen); Sean McGuire 
(Staub. Central) vs. Aaron Owings 
(Weir); Eric Stephens (River) vs. James 
Lyons (Staub); Trent Starkey (lndlan 
Creek) vs. Jimmy Helmick (Magnolia); 
Josh White (Tyler) vs. Adam Cooper 
(Cameron); Dan Beiter (Donahue) vs. 
Jordan Williams (Beaver). 

189 -- Jared Williams (Beaver) vs. 
Justin Younclak (Brooke); Steve Blake 
(Cameron) vs. Mike Pratt (Harrison); 
Jeff Cools (Ferry) vs. Robert Oldfield 
(River); Josh Ewing (JM) vs. Shaun 
Green (East Liverpool); Cory 
Cunningham (Barnesville) vs. Mike 
Frolllnl (Shadyside); David Ross 
(Steubenville) vs. John Skinner 
(Beallsville); Tony Palmer (Conotton) 
vs. Cody Potts (Oak Glen); Scott 
Antonlk (Bellaire) vs. Josh Thomas 
(Magnolia); Adam Cowser (Indian 
Creek) vs. John Orsini (Staub. Central); 
Jesse McNeely (Tyler) vs. Derek 
Conrad {Meadowbrook); Justin Britnell 
(Cambridge) vs. Daniel Howard (St. 
Clairsville); John Horn (Shenandoah} 
vs. Matt Hikala (Madonna); Clayton 
Benedict (Monroe) vs. James Harris 
(Buckeye); Bill Maxwell (Caldwell) vs. 
Cody Tom!nak (Park). 

215 -· Adam Hoppel (Beaver) vs. 
Tommy Yoho (Magnolia); Dirk Soland 
(Bellaire) vs. Matt Elson (Cameron); 
Richard Campbell (Conotton) vs. Bud 
Hercules (Park); Brandon Huffman 
(Harrison) vs. Brian Tibbs (Buckeye); 
Brandon Bovina (Indian Creek) vs. 
Mario Barnebrei (Madonna); Logan 
Koehler (Beallsville) vs. Bill Whltehill 
(Oak Glen); . Codey Leach 
(Shenandoah) vs. Jared Chandler 
(Cambridge); David Hart (Caldwell) vs. 
Devin Dulaney (Brooke); Mlke Bartley 
(Weir) vs. Chris Frankhauser (Edison); 
Brad Hannahs (Barnesville) vs. Brian 
Fisher (Wellsville): Ben Love 
(Meadowbrook) vs. Jared Mostl (Staub. 
Central); Mike Gassler (Tyler) vs. Josh 
Stansbury (East Llverpool). 

140 -- Jared Hoppel (Beaver) vs. 
Zachary Compston (UL); Rick Brewer 
(Mag) vs. BradBrooks (St.C); Matt Stacy 
(Wells) vs. Tony Warner; Brandon 
Bruce (ae!I) vs. MikeThomas (Harrison); 
Jesse Young (Weir); vs. Tyler Schorr 

275 ·- Kool Davia (UL) vs. Bobby 
Kittle (Ferry); Lucas Mitchell 
(Shenandoah) vs. Maurice Hines 
(Indian Creek); Eric Wagner (Buckeye) 
vs. Andy Fegal (Weir); Patrick McGIIHon 
(Oak Glen) vs. Bruno Manypenny 
(Madonna); Derek Molnar (Brooke) vs. 
Kevin Stokes (Magnolia): Mike Snyder 
(Steubenville) vs. Matt DuVall (Bellaire; 
Michael Prlce (Cambridge) vs. C.J. 
Montgomery (Staub. Central); Blake 
Shawke (Beaver) vs. Jeremiah 
Hinnerman (Edison); C.J. Manning 
(Cameron) vs. Kevin Staub (Park); 
Corey Ebbert (JM) vs. Scott 
Neuenschwander (St.C); Wesley 
Haslam (River) vs Stephen Badgley 
(East Liverpool); Luke Sheperd (Tyler) 
vs. Wes Fetty (Donahue); Jeremlah 
Scherer (Meadowbrook) vs. Tony 
Carothers (Harrison), 

~

D); Clyde Jordan (IC) vs, Larry Wright 
Madonna); Albert Phillips (BL) vs. Thad 
rosier (Staub); Dustin Richey (JM/ vs. 

Jake Garvin (Cambridge); Abe W nter 
(River) vs. Josh Whipkey (Cameron); 
Nathan Smith (Shan) vs. BIiiy Frollini 
(Shady); Brandon Macum (E. Liverpool) 
vs. Todd Hunkier (Barnes); Ian 
Whittington (Oak Glen) vs. Kris Bayne 
(Staub. Central); Luke Warren (Ferrr,) 
vs. Zach Kandis (Park); Rob Mart n 
(Tyler) vs. David Durbin (Brooke). -------------, 

145 ~- Christopher Wilson (MC) vs. 'Ch&rhpions Ret11rning 
Nick Koon (Mag/; Alan Buzzard {Wells)( ·• •• .. - .•• • • . . • -. • 
vs. Dale Ferrel (St.C); Andre Dudley for 25tl-r-Annlversaiy 
(Steubenville) vs. Matt Hannahs From 1978 
9Shen); Vic Bologna (Harrison) vs. 98 Pounds-Randy PryowWelr) 
Gordon Walker (Cambridge); Mike 103 Pounds- Paul Carter Cadiz). 
Merica (Weir) vs, Adam Wadlan 
(Conotton); Jimmy Jones (Beallsville) ·112 •• Carl Stanley ( heeling 
vs. Joe Bellanca (Beaver); Justin Park), 
LaForrest (Cameron) vs. Brock •119 -Terry Weigel (Weir). 
Bowman {Buckeye); Steve Flowers '126 -·Dave Chai:IWell (B~alls\/llle), 
(Oak Glen) vs. Jim Zink (Park); Adam ·182 ···Da\/e Baller,.(WellsVllle), 
Canella (Staub. Central) vs. Adam 1aa~Paul:Prezza {Wellsvltle), 
Weekley (iyler); Alex Lee (JM) vs. •145-.fl•Y Pernell (Weir) 
Robby Nixon {Barnesville); Jon Fekete •155 - Joel 'Davia (Cadiz), 
(Bellaire) vs. Dana Davis (Brooke); Zac '167 -Greg Morris (John Marshall). 
Pendelton (Indian Creek) vs. Jason '.175-Alan Logan·(Beallsvllle). 
Harper (Caldwell); Jesse Jones \Ferry) !185 •• Greg Lehasky (John 
vs. Josh Peyton (Meadowbrook ; Ron :Marshall). 
Scott (East Liverpool) vs. Jesse Irwin rHwt ... Seen O'Brien (Wheeling 
(Shadyside). Park) 

152 .. Phil Bliss (Brooke) vs. David • ' 

eOVAC 
Continued from Page B1 

wrestlers. 
The Beavers, however, have wrestlers seeded in the top four, 

including top-seeded Adam Hoppel (215), Jared Hoppel (140) and 
Jared Williams (189). 

Buckeye Local -- which also figures to be in the chase for much 
of the weekend -- has two top seeds. Defending champion David 
Bertolino (160) and freshman Zach Schuller (135). 

The remainder of the top seeds look like this: 103 -- Anthony 
Valles (Weir Madonna); 112 -- Lucas Huffman (Rive_r); 119 -- Jesse 
Emery (Harrison Central); 125 -- Clay Tucker (Martms Ferry); I 30 
-- Josh Johnston (Indian Creek); 145 -- Christopher Wilson (Monroe 
Central); 152 -- Phil Bliss (Brooke); 171 -- Bobby Samsa 
(Shadyside); 275 -- Koe! Davia (Union Local). 

"I think the team title is going to be somewhat of a toss up," 
Mauck said. "There are always going to be upsets along the way, but 
I think the coaches did a good job with the seeding, so it will be 
interesting." 

Once all of the matches have been contested, another award will 
presented. The Dave Bierkortte Award is given to the tournament's 
most outstanding grappler. . • 

-'~---
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Bears Seek 
OVAC Repeat 

By .JIM ELLIOTT 
Staff Writer 

While much has changed in 
the 50 years since the first Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
Wrestling Tournament - the 
location, the size, and in some 
cases, the teams - one constant 
remains. 

In order to win, you've got to 

WRESTLING 
REPORT 

be good. 
For teams like 

Oak Glen, last 
year's overall and 
Class 3-A cham-

pion, Beaver Local, East 
Liverpool, Brooke, Harrison 
Central, Martins Ferry, and 
Buckeye Local, that's not neces­
sarily a problem. 

Beaver Local and Brooke 
each have nine seeded wrestlers. 
In the case of the Beavers, three 
of those are No. Is. Oak Glen 
has eight seeded wrestlers. 
Buckeye Local has six, includ­
ing two No. 2s. 

On paper, that gives those 
teams - and possibly a few 
others - an advantage. But the 
key to winning this thing isn't 
just having a few good 
wrestlers, it's having a team full 
of good wrestlers. 

That's why Buckeye Local 
wrestling coach Jay Michael 
says it's nice to be mentioned 
with the Beaver Locals and Oak 
Glens of the world, but not 
always realistic. 

"I think right now it's very 
tough for a lot of schools 
because the numbers are 
down," Michael said. "It's hard 
to get quantity with quality. A 
lot of teams are like that. They 
have quality kids, they just don't 
have a bunch of them." 

■ The Golden Bears are one 
of the few teams that have both. 
And they've got a coach in 
Larry Shaw who makes a Jiving 
winning titles. 

If Oak Glen is going to 
repeat, it'll have to battle. 

Steve Flowers is the Golden 
i Bears' highest seed (third) at 

145. 
"They don't have any big 

seeds," Michael says, "but 
every one of their kids is going 
to score points." 

Shaw agrees. 
"Our kids have done that 

thus far this season," he said. 
"We've been competitive 
because of our team balance. 
. "We have to go in and com­
pete hard. That's d·ust what's 
expected at Oak ten. When 
you're at the top, it's either stay 
there, or back off." 
■ Buckeye Local's No. I 

seeds are Zach Schuller, a I 35-
pound freshman who has 
already taken on some of the 
state's best in that class, and 
David Bertolino, a I 60-pound 
rock that has won a national 
tournament in Virginia last year. 

"He seems like he's been 
around for ever," Michael said 
of Bertolino, also a det'ending 
OV AC champion. "But he's 
certainly worked hard and put 
his time in.'• 

■ • Running the show for 
Beaver Local is Rich Wright, a 
fonner OV AC champion at East 
Liverpool who doubles as the 
school's football coach. 

He's aware his team is about 
to become a bulls eye, although 
he scoffs at the idea that it's a 
favorite. 

"Oak Glen is the returning 
champ," Wright says. "They're 
the favorite in my book." 

Still, folks are keeping an 
open eye - maybe two - on 
Beaver Local. 

"We knew at the end of last 
year that we were going to have 
a pretty good team," Wright 
said. "Hopefully it works out 
that way. You have to remem-

"They don't 
have any big 

seeds, but every 
one of their kids 
is going to score 

points." 
Buckeye Local 

coach Jay Michael 
on Oak Glen 

ber, seeds are just starting posi­
tions. 

"We think we have 14 kids 
that can score - we think we 
have 14 kids that can place. A 
lot of our No. 1 and 2 seeds are 
going to face difficult oppo­
nents. That's why we need 
everyone to be involved." 

With that, he'll have his team 
looking ahead, not behind. 

"We want to cause an 
upset," Wright said, "and not 
become one. If we can do that, 
we'll be right in the thick of it. 

Leading the way for the 
Beavers is 215-pounder Adam 
Hoppel. Hoppel is a defending 
state clmmp1on, and a two-time 
defending OV AC champion. 

He's Wright's ace. 
"He has to wrestle every 

match with very little to gain 
and a lot to lose," Wright said. 
"He's been a big point scorer 
for us since he's been a ninth 
grader. He's a good part of our 
lineup because you end with 
those guys. It's a good card to 
have in your hand." 

Beaver's other No. 1 s are 
Jared Hoppel, an OV AC runner­
up last year at 130 and Jared 
Williams, a four-year starter 
who has placed three times -
but never won an OV AC title. 

"We'd like to see him up 
there," Wright says. 

■ Brooke, which finished 
sixth a year ago, is already on its 
way to one of its most decorated 
wrestling seasons ever. 

Coach Joe Erlewine has 
watched his wrestlers, who are 
all back from a year ago, look 
up at the walls in the school's 
wrestling room, which detail all 
of the school's records, and 
think bi~. • 

They ve already got one, and 
they're aiming for more. 

"We're pretty hot right 
now," Erlewme reports. 

Phil Bliss won an OV AC 
championship at 140 pounds 
last year, and will look to dupli­
cate that feat this season at 152. 
He's the top seed in that class 
while three other Bruins -
Braden Shaw ( 130), Mike 
Durbin (135), and David 
Durbin ( 140) - are two-seeds. 

"They're· really focused," 
Erlewine said. 

■ Other 2002 champions 
that are back looking for more 
hardware in this year's tourney 
are Martins Ferry's Clay 
Tucker, who won last year at 
103, and is the No. 1 seed at 
125 ... River's Lucas Huffman, 
who seeks a second consecutive 
title at I 12 ... Josh Johnston of 
Indian Creek, who was crowned 
champion at 125 a year ago, but 
will compete at I 30 this year ... 
Monroe Central' s Mr. 
Everything Chris Wilson is 
attempting to defend his title at 
145 pounds. 
■ Shadyside, the defending 

Class AA champion, has 
dropped to single-A, and now 
figures to be defending champi­
on Cameron's top competition 
for that division title. 



OHIO VALLEY 

SPORTS SLATE 

(all times 7:30 p.m. unless noted) 
Today 

COLLEGE 
Men's Basketball 

West Virginia at Boston Coll., noon 
Women's Basketball 

Ohio S'tate at Northwestern, 1 p.m. 

••• Monday, Jan. 20 
HIGH SCHOOL 

Girls' Basketball 
Hundred at Marg. Trinity, 7 p,m. 
Martins Ferry at Shadyside 
Steubenvllle at Bellaire • 
Magnolia at Bell. St. John 
Bishop Donahue at Bridgeport 
St. Clairsville at Cambridge 
Staub. Central at Buckeye Local 
Grafton at Tyler Cons. 
Monroe Central at Beallsville 
Paden City at River 
Shenandoah at Waterford 
Caldwell at Morgan 
Frontier at Fort Frye 

COLLEGE 
Men's Basketball 

West Liberty at WVU•Tech 
Whg. Jesuit at W.Va. State 

Women's Basketball 
West Liberty at WVU-Tech, 5 p.m. 
Mfami (Ohio) at Marshall, 7 p.m. 

••• Tuesday, Jan, 21 
HIGH SCHOOL 

Boys' Basketball 
Wheeling Park at University 
Wheeling Central at Weir 
Tri-State Christian at linsly 
John Marshall at Magnolia 
Bellaire St. John at Barnesville 
Steub. Central at Martins Ferry 
Bishop Donahue at Bridgeport 
River at Shadyside 
St. Clairsville at Harrison Central 
Union Local at Coshocton 
Buckeye Local at Brooke 
Camaron at Clay-Battelle 
Hundred at Valley 
Steubenville at Beaver Local 
Toronto at Weir. Madonna 
Tyler Cons. at St. Marys 
Buckeye Trail at Frontier 
Caldwell at Fort Frye 
Oak Glen at Edison 
Shenandoah at Meadowbrook 
East Palestine at Wellsville 
Hiland at Conotton Valley 

Girls' Basketball 
linsly at Cameron 
East Liverpool at Lisbon 
East Palest!ne at Wellsville 

COLLEGE 
Men's Basketball 

Ohio State at Indiana, 7 p,m, 

••• Wednesday,Jan.22 
HIGH SCHOOL 

Boys' Basketball 
Bellaire at Indian Creek 
Cameron at West Greene 

Girls' Basketball 
Weir at Wheeling Central 
Meadowbrook at Shenandoah 

Wrestling 
Conotton Valley, Tusc. Central at 

Malvern, 6 p.m. 
COLLEGE 

Men's Basketball 
Waynesburg at Bethany, 6 p,m. 
West Virginia vs. Marshatlll, 8 p.m. 

Women's Basketball • 
West Virginia vs. Marshallj!, 5:30 

p.m, 
Waynesburg at Bethany, 8 p,m, 

*•at Charleston, W.Va. 
••• Thursday, Jan. 23 

HIGH SCHOOL 
Girls' Basketball 

Wheeling Park at John Marshall 
Wheeling Central at BroOka 
Staubanvllla at Martins Ferry 
Union Local at Bellaire 
Toronto at Bell. St. John 
Shadyside at River 
St. Ctalrsvllla at Indian Creek 
Bishop Dollahue at Mt. de Chantal 
Bridgeport at Weir. Madonna 
Caldwell at Barnesville 
Harr[son Central at Buckeye Local 
Tyler Cons. at Monroe Central 
Hundred at Cameron 
Paden City at Clks. Notre Dame 
Staub. Central at Weir 
Wellsville at Oak Gian 
Ctay-Battelfe at Valley 
East Uverpool at Edison 
Sandy Valley at Conbtton Valley 
West Holmes at Cambridge 

COLLEGE 
Men's Basketball 

West Liberty at Salem Int. 
Women's Basketball 

West Liberty at Salem Int., 5 p.m. 
IIHnols at Ohio State, 7 p.m. 

Wrestling 
50th OVAC Wrestling Tournament 

lat Wheeling Civic Center) 
Preliminary rounds, 6 p.m. 

••• Friday, Jan, 24 
HIGH SCHOOL 

Boys' Basketball 
Wheeling Park at Zanesville 
Wheeling Central at Steubenville 
Martins Ferry at Union Local 
Shadyside at St. Clairsville 
Paden City at Bishop Donahue 
Brooke at Weir 
River at Monroe Central 
Barnesville at Caldwell 
Shenandoah at Beallsville 
Toronto at Harrison Central 
Cameron at Hundred 
Indian Creek at Edison 
Valley at Clay-Battelle 
Frontier at Fort Frye 
Wellsville at Beaver local 
Conotton Valley at Malvern 
Coshocton at Meadowbrook 
Cambridge at Indian Valloy 
Massillon at East Liverpool 

Knights Roundball Classic 
Bellaire vs. Bridgeport, W.Va., 6 

1,m. 
Tvler Cons. vs. Magnolla, 8 p.rn. 

Girls' Basketball 
Magnolia at Unsly 

.,.,... ... ... _ Wrestling 

Golden Anniversary for OVAC Mat Meet· 
50th annual tournament starts Thursday at Wheeling Civic Center 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

The Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference will be celebrating a 
j,Olden anniversary at the Wheel­
mg Civic Center this week. 

More than 850 high school 
wrestlers will converge on the 
Civic Center beginning Thursday 
night at 6 for the 50th OV AC 
Wrestling Tournament. 

Last year's tournament was 
one of the most exciting in histo­
ry as less than nine points sepa­
rated the top four teams in the 
final overall team standings. 

Larry Shaw's Oak Glen squad 
edged Beaver Local, John Mar­
shall and Martins Ferry for the 
Golden Bears' first team title in 
more than a decade and will be 
looking to make it two in a row 
this weekend. 

Ail of the excitement sur­
rounding this year's event will 
be mixed in with a little nostal­
gia. 

On Saturday, all of the past 
champions have been asked to 
return and be recognized. 

"I think right now we have 
somebody from every year 
except l 958 set to attend," said 
Ron Mauck, who has served as 
tournament director since 1979. 

"Steve Kish has chaired that 
committee and he's worked on· 
that for a year. We have more 
than 225 athletes coming back." 

The 1979 event was also the 
first year the tournament was 
conducted at the Civic Center. 

Mauck, a former wrestling 
coach at Follansbee and Brooke 
High Schools, said that has been 
a great marriage from the begin­
ning. 

"The Civic Center has been a 
very fan-friendly environment," 
he said . 

"Those folks have done a 
super and great job. They've 
really been helpful in putting on 
the event." 

The OV AC Wrestling Tour­
nament has always been a popu­
lar fan magnet, dating back to 
the inaugural event staged at 
Bridgeport High School in 1954. 

Coach George Kovalick's 
Bulldogs captured that first team 

title - the first of seven straight 
team titles for Bridgeport - and 
the tournament was well on its 
way. 

From Bridgeport, the event 
later moved to Martins Ferry for 
a short time, before enjoying 
stints at the Moundsville Field 

Bridgeport won the first seven 
titles, John Vrotsos' Martins 
Ferry powerhouses reeled off 
seven straight championships 
from 1961-67 with Art Hehr 
guiding the Riders to the 1968 
crown. 

John Marshall's grapplers, 

"We still introduce ·an the 
teams with an Oly:npic-style 
ceremony. It's a pretty nice r 
thing and it's nice for the kids. I kind of 
get chills watching it." 

Ron Mauck 

House and Steubenville's St. 
John Arena. 

"As the tournament grew you 
had to find larger venues," 
Mauck recalled. 

Mauck is part of a large con­
tingent of folks who have been 
with the event for many years. 
He likes to call the tournament 
.. a homecoming." 

"Those folks are basically still 
intact from the original tourna­
ment (at the Civic Center)," he 
said. 

The longtime director added 
that many of those folks have 
encouraged new people to help 
out, thus continuin~ the process 
of developing new ideas to keep 
the event fresh and exciting. 

"We try to do some things that 
make it more fan friendly and 
also recognize the kids," Mauck 
said. "The athletes put a lot of 
hours into the sport - during the 
season and in the off-season. It's 
a very competitive sport." 

Competitive is one way to 
describe the parity at the tourna­
ment since I 980. Since then, 
eight different schools have won 
team championships, with just 
three schools picking up back-to­
back titles. 

In the event's early days, 
domination was the nonn. After 

under the direction of Bill Hine­
gardner, captured three straight 
crowns from 1972-74. 

That's the last time any team 
has been able to "three,peat." 
1 Steubenville High School did 
win five overall championships 
under coach John Craig from 
1980-89, but none of Big Red's 
titles came in consecutive years . 

East Liverpool won the first 
two championships of the new 
century but finished well up the 
track last year. Nevertheless, the 
Potters figure to be among sever­
al teams in contention this week. 

Beaver Local, Martins Ferry, 
Harrison Central, Buckeye Local 
and Brooke should also be strong 
contenders to unseat the defend­
ing champion Golden Bears. 

"We have a lot of outstanding 
wrestlers in this tournament that 
will do well," Mauck said. 

Oak Glen is the defending 
Class AAA champion, while 
Shadyside (Class AA), Cameron 
(Class A) and Beaver Local 
(Class AAAA), are also seeking 
to repeat. 

The tournament will begin 
Thursday with the colorful open­
ing ceremonies set for 6 p.m. 

"We still introduce all the 
teams with an Olympic-style cer­
emony," Mauck said. "It's a 

pretty nice thing and it's nice for 
the kids. 

"I kind of get chills watching 
it." 

Eight mats will be used to 
complete Thursday's preliminary 
and first round matches. Action 
starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Friday's wrestling starts at 11 
a.m. with second round matches, 
along with first and second 
round consolation tilts. At 5 
p.m., championship quarterfinal 
and third and fourth round con­
solation matches will finish off 
the second day of the tourna­
ment. 

Championship semifinal and 
fifth round consolation matches 
start at noon Saturday. 

At 6 p.m. that evening, the 
Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches 
Association will recognize 
champions from the tourna­
ment's 50 years, including those 
from the 1978 event. 

Celebrating their silver 
anniversary as champs will be: 
Randy Pryor (Weir), 98; Paul 
Carter (Cadiz), 103; Paul Stan­
ley (Wheeling Park), 112; Terry 
Weigel (Weir), 119; Dave Chad­
well (Beallsville), 126; Dave 
Bailey (Wellsville); 132; Paul 
Prezzia (Wellsville), 138; Ray 
Pernell (Weir), 145; Joel Davia 
(Cadiz), 155; Greg Morris (John 
Marshall), I 67; Alan Logan 
(Barnesville), 175; Greg 
Lehasky (John Marshall), 185; 
Sliawn O'Brien (Wheeling Cen­
tral), heavyweight. 

Also prior to the finals, the 
Mr. Mat Award, recognizing a 
person who has made a valuable 
contribution to wrestling in the 
valley, will be presented. 

The· first-, third-, fifth-, and 
seventh-place matches will fol­
low at 6:30 p.m. The champi­
onship matches will televised 
live by WTOV-9. 

Tickets are $5 for adults and 
$3 for students. 

Advance ticket books, which 
include tickets to all five ses­
sions, are available at $20 for 
adults and $10 for students. 

Single tickets for the cham\'i­
onship finals are $7 for adu ts 
and $4 for students. 

*** *** *** 
Mat Tournament is Must-See Entertainment 

Can you believe it! 
The 50th annual .Ohio Valley Athletic 

Conference Wrestling Tournament will be 
celebrated next week - the brainchild of the 
late coach George Kovalick. 

There are many attrac­
tions at this year's competi­
tion that you won't want to 
miss! 

Let me share some of 
them with you. Mat 

Talk 

champions to attend, more than 300, to be Examples of illegal moves include full 
publicly honored. nelsons, overscissors, back bows, headlocks 

All participants and coaches will receive (without an arm encircled), forceful trips, 
lapel pms, designating the 50th anniversary pulling a thumb or less than four fingers, 

of this gigantic event. holds that restrict breathing or circulation, 
Furthermore, there will and any holds used for punishment alone. 

be two very special awards Illegal maneuvers are penalized in the fol­
presented to a pair of indi- lowing manner - first and second offense: 
victuals who have had a one match point for opponent; third and 
tremendous impact on fourth offense: two match points for oppo­
wrestling at the local, state, nent; fourth offense: disqualification from 
national, and international the match. 
levels. Note, a wrestler applying a legal hold 

As always, Thursday 
night's openmg ceremonie~ 
is a "must-see" experience. 
In an Olympic-style pro-
cession, ail competing By DR. BILL WELKER 
teams march onto the mats 

Finally, to add a patriotic shall not be penalized if his adversary turns it 
flair to the festivities, a into an illegal hold. And whenever possible, 
United States Marine Corps an illegal move should be prevented by the 
honor guard will escort all official rather than f.enalized. 

prior to the competition. 
What follows will be three days of contin­

uous, hard-nosed wrestling climaxed by the 
crowning of individual and team champ10ns. 

This magnificent affair is under the lead­
ership of veteran tournament director Ron 
Mauck, who has orchestrated a multitude of 
tournament workers to exert themselves in a 
synergetic manner. 

Mauck has even made it a point to hire 
one of the premier wrestling announcers in 
the nation - Todd Hibbs. 

Hibbs' energetic approach on the public 
address system keeps the spectators enthusi­
astically atoned to each and every match. • 

In reference to Saturday evening's final 
session, the "Mr. Mat" recipient will be 
announced, as well as awards given for the 
best junior varsity and junior high coaches, 
table worker, and the official of the year. Ah 
individual will also be honored with the tour­
ney's annual service award. 
. Another crowd-pleasing feature is the 
introduction of the individual champions 
from 25 years ago - coordinated by Steve 
Kish. 

This year, there is even more for devoted 
fans to witness. Mr. Kish has invited all past 

finalists vying for the top Min -Mat Quiz 
eight places onto the mats prior to the start of · Q: Wrestler A applies an illegal full nel­
the final round. son to Wrestler B just prior to the final 

The golden anniversary of the OV AC buzzer of the last period. It was Wrestler A's 
Wrestling Tournament will be filled with fourth illegal hold of the match. The score 
excitement and many surprises. prior to this offense was 12-5 in favor of 

This year's field will be led by the likes of Wrestler A. What is the penalty for this 
Beaver Local, Oak Glen, Buckeye Local, offense and the outcome of the match? 
Brooke, Indian Creek, and East Liverpool. ' A: Wrestler A would be disqualified and 
There is no dominating squad, so the team Wrestler B is the winner. 
championship is up for grabs. OVAC Wrestling Warrior 

The memories will be countless. If I were Coach Joe Thomas' OV AC Wrestling 
you, I would ~urchase my program early. Warrior of the Week is Wheeling Park's 
East Liverpool s Dick Wolf, souvenir coor- Abby Rush. A mere freshman, Rush is expe­
dinator since the mid- l 990s, has put in riencing quite a successful season so far. 
many hours to produce the best and most His accomplishments include a champi-
elaborate program yet. onship at the Indiana (Pa) Invitational Tour-

So, do not dare to miss some of the most nament, where he was also named Most Out­
competitive high school wrestling in the standing Wrestler after defeating the defend-
country. ing champion in the I 12-pound class. 

It can all be experienced and enjoyed at . Most recently, Rush, who moved down to 
the 50th showing of the OVAC Wrestling 103 pounds, defeated East Liverpool's 
.Tournament this Thursday through Saturday Adam Duffield, who won the title at the 
at the Wheeling Civic Center. Brooke Classic earlier this season. 

Illegal Holds Mat Message 
The best definition for an illegal hold "Procrastination is opportunity's natural 

would be "any maneuver used that could assassin." 
cause bodily ham,, intentionally or not." - Victor Kiam 

OVAl 
HoNo; 

Following is a 
team champion 
coaches since th 
tournament in 195 
1954: Bridgeport, I 
1955: Bridgeport, 1 
1956: Bridgeport, 1 
1957: Bridgeport, 1 
1958: Bridgeport, 1 
1959: Bridgeport, I 
1960: Brid!Jeport, I 
1961: Martins Ferr 
1962: Martins Ferr 
1963: Martins Ferr 
1964: Martins Ferr 
1965: Martins Ferr 
1966: Martins Ferr 
1967: Martins Ferr 
1968: Martins Ferr 
1969: St. John Cer: 
1970: Wheeling Ce 
1971: Bell. St. Jahr 
1972: John Marsh1 
1973: John Marsh1 
1974: John Mersh1 
1975: Warwood, E1 
1976: Weirton, ChE 
1977: John Marsh, 
1978: Wheeling Pa 
1979: Wheeling Pa 
1980! Steubenville 
1981: Cadiz, John I 
1982: Steubenvllle 
1983: John Marsh1 
1984: Steubenville 
1985: Barnesville, I 
1986: East Uverpo1 
1987: Steubenvllte 
1988: East Liverpo1 
1989; Steubenville, 
1990: Wheeling Pa 
1991: Oak Glen, la 
1992: Steubenville 
1993: Martins Ferr; 
1994: Wheeling Pa 
1995: Steubenville, 
1996: Buckeye Loe; 
1997: Buckeye Loe, 
1998: Martins Ferr; 
1999: Martins Ferq 
2000: East Liverpm 
2001: East liverpm 
2002: Oak Gian, la 

Following Is a Iii 
the Dave Blerkorttt 
presented annuall1 
most outstandin 
OVAC Tournament 
1971: Don Blum, M 
1972: Art Jones, Ba 
1973: Dan Claugus, 
1974: Shelder Grae 
1975: Mike Kovalicl 
1976: Randy Davia 
Bridgeport 
·1977: Rich Davis, J1 
1978: Carl Stanley, 
1979: Randy Pryor, 
1980: Trent lachlne, 
1981: Mike Tlucho\11 
1982: Larry lsleman 
1983: Brian Miller. I 
1984: Heath Beadm 
1985: Tim Moxley, I 
1986: Sean Murray. 
1987: Mark Mlynek, 
1988: Rick Burlensk 
1989: Mark Emmerl 
1990: Baba Sidon, r 
1991: Douglas Knig 
1992: R.C. Andersm 
1993: Kelly Shields, 
1994: Dustin Harris, 
1995: Justin Ewing, 
1996: Eric Andersor 
1997: Ryan Muldre\ 
1998: Chad Pratz. Li 
1999; Jose Smith, C 
,2000: Scott Roth, M 
2001: Cole Bowersc 
2002: Derek George 

Following Is a lis 
the Mr, Mat Award, 
ly since 1976 to an 
made significant c• 
sport of wrestling ii 
1976: George Koval 
1977: Bill Van Harm 
1978: John Vrotsos 
1979: Richard Edge 
1980: George Walle 
1981: Bob Hedmom 
1982: Paul Crago 
1983: Dr. Vincent M 
1984: Bill Hlnegardr 
1985: Dennis Bowrr 
1986: Aon Mauck 
1987: Eric Carder 
1988: Dave Kovalid 
1989: Steve Kish 
1990: Carl Fodor 
1991: Dr. William W 
1992: Larry Deaton 
1993: John Stephan 
1994: Joe Bates 
1996: Bob Bruney 
1996: Larry ChambE 
1997: Gary Davis 
1998: Cal Pokas 
1999: Tom Lackman 
2000: Ed "Buzz" EVE 
2001: Bill McEldowr 
2002: John Craig 
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Golden Anniversary for OV AC Mat Meet 
50th annual tournament starts Thursday at Wheeling Civic Center 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

The Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference will be celebrating a 
~olden anniversary at the Wheel­
mg Civic Center this week. 

More than 850 high school 
wrestlers will converge on the 
Civic Center beginning Thursday 
night at 6 for the 50th OV AC 
Wrestling Tournament. 

Last year's tournament was 
one of the most exciting In histo­
ry as less than nine points sepa­
rated the top four teams in the 
final overall team standings, 

Larry Shaw's Oak Glen squad 
edged Beaver Local, John Mar­
shall and Martins Ferry for the 
Golden Bears' first team title in 
more than a decade and will be 
looking to make it two in a row 
this weekend. 

All of the excitement sur­
rounding this year's event will 
be mixed in with a little nostal­
gia, 

On Saturday, all of the past 
champions have been asked to 
return and be recognized. 

"I think right now we have 
somebody from every year 
except 1958 set to attend," said 
Ron Mauck, who has served as 
tournament director since 1979. 

"Steve Kish has chaired that. 
committee and he's worked on 
that for a year. We have more 
than 225 atnletes coming back," 

The I 979 event was also the 
first year the tournament was 
conducted at the Civic Center. 

Mauck, a former wrestling 
coach at Follansbee and Brooke 
High Schools, said that has been 
a great marriage from the begin­
ning. 

"'The Civic Center has been a 
very fan-friendly environment," 
he said. 

"Those folks have done a 
super and great lob, They've 
really been helpful In putting on 
the event" 

The OV AC Wrestling Tour­
nament has always been a popu­
lar fan magnet, dating back to 
the inaugural event staged at 
Bridgeport High School in 1954, 

Coach George Kovallck's 
Bulldogs captured that first team 

title - the first of seven straight 
team titles for Bridgeport - and 
the tournament was well on its 
way. 

From Bridgeport, the event 
later moved to Martins Ferry for 
a short time, before enjoying 
stints at the Moundsville Field 

Bridgeport won the first seven 
titles, John Vrotsos' Martins 
Ferry powerhouses reeled off 
seven straight championships 
from 1961-67 with Art Hehr 
guiding the Riders to the 1968 
crown. 

John Marshall's grapplers, 

"We still introduce all the 
teams with an Oly:npic-style 
ceremony. It's a pretty nice 
thing and it's nice for the kids. I kind of 
get chills watching it." 

Ron Mauck 

House and Steubenville' s St. 
John Arena. 

"As the tournament grew you 
had to find larger venues," 
Mauck recalled, 

Mauck is part of a large con­
tingent of folks who have been 
with the event for many years. 
He likes to call the tournament 
"a homecoming." 

"Those folks are basically still 
intact from the original tourna­
ment (at the Civic Center)," he 
said, 

The longtime director added 
that many of those folks have 
encouraged new people to help 
out, thus continuin~ the process 
of developing new ideas to keep 
the event fresh and exciting, 

"We try to do some things that 
make it more fan friendly and 
also recognize the kids," Mauck 
said, "The athletes put a lot of 
hours Into the sport - during the 
season and in the off-season. It's 
a very competitive sport." 

Competitive is one way to 
describe the parity at the tourna­
ment since 1980. Since then, 
eight different schools have won 
team championships, with just 
three schoofs picking up back-to­
back titles, 

In the event's early days, 
dontination was the norm. After 

under the direction of Bill Hine­
gardner, captured three straight 
crowns from 1972-74. 

That's the last time any team 
has been able to "three-peat." 
, Steubenville High School did 
win five overall championships 
under coach John Craig from 
1980-89, but none of Big Red's 
titles came in consecutive years. 

East Liverpool won the first 
two championships of the new 
century but finished well up the 
track last year, Nevertheless, the 
Potters figure to be among sever­
al teams in contention this week, 

Beaver Local, Martins Ferry, 
Harrison Central, Buckeye Local 
and Brooke should also be strong 
contenders to unseat the defend­
ing champion Golden Bears, 

"We have a lot of outstanding 
wrestlers in this tournament that 
will do well," Mauck said. 

Oak Glen is the defending 
Class AAA champion, while 
Shadyside (Class AA), Cameron 
(Class A) and Beaver Local 
(Class AAAA), are also seeking 
to repeat. 

The tournament will begin 
Thursday with the colorful open­
ing ceremonies set for 6 p.m. 

"We still introduce all the 
teams with an Olympic-style cer­
emony','' Mauck said. "It's a 

pretty nice thing and it's nice for 
the kids. 

"I kind of get chills watching 
it" 

Eight mats will be used to 
complete Thursday's prellrnlnary 
and first round matches. Action 
starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Friday's wrestling starts at 11 
am. with second round matches, 
along with first and second 
round consolation tilts, At 5 
p,m., championship quarterfinal 
and third and fourth round con­
solation matches will finish off 
the second day of the tourna­
ment. 

Championship semifinal and 
fifth round consolation matches 
start at noon Saturday. 

At 6 p,m. that evening, the 
Ohio Valley Wrestling Coaches 
Association will recognize 
champions from the tourna­
ment's 50 years, including those 
from the I 9 7 8 event 

Celebrating their silver 
anniversary as champs will be: 
Randy Pryor (Weir), 98; Paul 
Carter (Cadiz), I 03; Paul Stan­
ley (Wheeling Park), 112; Terry 
Weigel (Weir), 119; Dave Chad­
well (Beallsville), 126; Dave 
Bailer (Wellsville); I 32; Paul 
Prezzia (Wellsville), 138; Ray 
Pernell (Weir), 145; Joel Davia 
(Cadiz), I 55; Greg Morris (John 
Marshall), 167; Alan Logan 
(Barnesville), 175; Greg 
Lehasky (John Marshall), 185; 
Shawn O'Brien (Wheeling Cen­
tral), heavyweight 

Also prior to the finals, the 
Mr. Mat Award, recognizing a 
person who has made a valuable 
contribution to wrestling in the 
valley, will be presented, 

The- first-, third-, fifth-, and 
seventh-place matches will fol­
low at 6:30 p,m. The champi­
onship matches will televised 
live by WTOV-9. 

Tickets are $5 for adults and 
$3 for students, 

Advance ticket hooks, which 
include tickets to all five ses­
sions, are available at $20 for 
adults and $IO for students. 

Single tickets for the champi­
onship finals are $7 for adults 
and $4 for students. 

*** *** *** 
Mat Tournament is Must-See Entertainment 

Can you believe ltl 
The 50th annual Ohio Valley Athletic 

Conference Wrestling Tournament will be 
celebruted next week - the brainchild of the 
late coach George Kovalick. 

There are many attrac­
tions at this year's competi­
tion that you won't want to 
miss! 

Let me share some of 
them with you, Mat 

Talk 

champions to attend, more than 300, to be Examples of illegal moves include full 
publicly honored. nelsons, overscissors, back bows, headlocks 

All participants and coaches will receive (without an arm encircled), forceful trips, 
lapel pms, designating the 50th anniversary pulling a thumb or less than four fingers, 

of this gigantic event. holds that restrict breathing or circulation, 
Furthermore, there will and any holds used for punishment alone. 

be two very special awards Illegal maneuvers are penalized in the fol­
presented to a pair of indi- lowing manner- first and second offense: 
victuals who have had a one match point for opponent; third and 
tremendous Impact on fourth offense: two match points for oppo­
wrestling at the local, state, nent; fourth offense: disqualification from 
national, and international the match. 
levels, Note, a wrestler applying a legal hold 

As always, Thursday 
night's openm~ ceremonle& 
is a "must-see experience. 
In an Olympic-style pro­
cession, all competing 
teams march onto the mats 
prior to the competition. 

Finally, to add a patriotic shall not be penalized lfhis adversary turns it 
flair to the festivities, a into an illegal hold. And whenever possible,· 

By OR. BILL WELKER United States Marine Corps an illegal move should be prevented by the 
honor guard will· escort all official rather than penalized. 

What follows will be three days of contin­
uous, hard-nosed wrestling climaxed by the 
crowning of individual and team champmns, 

This magnificent affair is under the lead­
ership of veteran tournament director Ron 
Mauck, who has orchestrated a multitude of 
tournament workers to exert themselves in a 
synergetic manner. 

Mauck has even made it a point to hire 
one of the premier wrestling announcers in 
the nation - Todd Hibbs. 

Hibbs' energetic approach on the public 
address system keeps the spectators enthusi­
astically atoned to each and every match. • 

In reference to Saturday evening's final 
session, the "Mr, Mat" recipient will be 
announced, as well as awards given for the 
best junior varsity and junior high coaches, 
table worker, and the official of the year. Ah 
individual will also be honored with the tour­
ney's annual service award. 

Another crowd-pleasing feature is the 
introduction of the individual champions 
from 25 years ago - coordinated by Steve 
Kish. 

This year, there is even more for devoted 
fans to witness. Mr, Kish has invited all past 

finalists vying for the top Mini-Mat Quiz 
eight places onto the mats prior to the start of · Q: Wrestler A apelles an illegal full nel­
the final round, son to Wrestler B Just prior to the final 

The golden anniversary of the OVAC buzzer of the last penod. It was Wrestler A's 
Wrestling Tournament will be filled with fourth illegal hold of the match. The score 
excitement and many surprises, prior to this offense was 12-5 in favor of 

This year's field will be led by the likes of Wrestler A, What is the penalty for this 
Beaver Local, Oak Glen, Buckeye Local, offense and the outcome of the match? 
Brooke, Indian Creek, and East Liverpool. ' A: Wrestler A would be disqualified and 
There is no dominating squad, so the team Wrestler B ls the winner. 
championship is up for grabs, OVAC Wrestling Warrior 

The memories will be countless. If I were Coach Joe Thomas' OV AC Wrestling 
you, I would ~urchase my program early. • Warrior of the Week ls Wheeling Park's 
East Liverpool s Dick Wolf, souvenir coor- Abby Rush. A mere freshman, Rush is expe­
dinator since the mid-l 990s, hasJ'ut in riencing quite a successful season so far. 
many hours to produce the best an most His accomplishments include a charnpi-
elaborate program yet onship at the Indiana (Pa) Invitational Tour-

So, do not dare to miss some of the most nament, where he was also named Most Out­
competitive high school wrestling in the standing Wrestler after defeating the defend-
country. ing champion in the 112-pound class. 

It can all be experienced and enjoyed at Most recently, Rush, who moved down to 
the 50th showing of the OVAC Wrestling 103 pounds, defeated East Liverpool's 
.Tournament this Thursday through Saturday Adam Duffield, who won the title at the 
at the Wheeling Civic Center, Brooke Classic earlier this season, 

Illegal Holds Mat Message 
The best definition for an illegal hold "Procrastination is opportunity's natural 

would be "any maneuver used that could assassin." 
cause bodily harm, intentionally or not." -VlctorKimn 

OYACMAT 
HONOR ROLL 

Overall 
Champions 

Following Is fl list of the overl'III 
team champions and. their hend 
coaches since the Inception of the 
tournament In 1954: 
1954: Bridgeport, George Kovellck 
1965: Bridgeport, George Kovellck 
1956: Bridgeport, George Kovellck 
1957: Bridgeport, George Kovellck 
1968: Bridgeport, George Kovelick 
1959: Bridgeport, George Kovalick 
1960: Bric!Qeport, George Kovalick 
1961: Miutms Ferry, John Vrotsos 
1962: Mertlns Ferry, John Vrotsos 
1963: Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos 
1964: Mnrtlns Ferry, John Vrotsos 
1965: Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos 
1986: Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos 
1967: M11rtlns Ferry, John Vrotsos 
1968: Mnrtins Ferry, Art Hehr 
1969: St John Central, Joe 811tes 
1970: Wheeling Central, John Hibbert 
1971: Bell. SL John, Dennis Bowman 
1972: John Marshall, BIii Hlnegerdner 
1973: John Marshall, BIii Hinegardner 
1974: John Mt1rshall, BIii Hinegardner 
1975: Werwood Eric Carder 
1970: Weirton, i:ht1rles Murray 
1977: John Marshall, Bill Hinegardner 
1978: Wheallng Perle, Erle Carder 
1979: Wheeling Perie, Eric Carder 
1980: Steubenville, John Craig 
1981: Cedlz, John Stephenson 
1982: Steubanvllle, John Cre[g 
1983; John Marshell Ed Dugas 
1984: Steubenvllleb.:fohn Cndp 
1985: Bemasvllla, arrall Devis 
1986: Eest Llvarpoo]I Nick Trombetta 
1987: Steubenvllle, ohn Craig 
1988: East Liverpool NJ.ck Trombetta 
1989: Steubenville, John Craig 
1990: Wheeling Perk, Buzz Evans 
1991: Oak Glen, Larry Shaw 
1992: Steubenvllle John Craig 
1993: Mertins Ferry Jeff Oberdick 
199-4: Wheeling Park, Buzz Evans 
1996: Steubenvllle, Rick Cl'lmlltettl 
1996: Buckeye local, Dan Doyle 
1997: Buckeye local, Den Doyle 
1998: Martins ·Ferry, Jeff Oberdick 
1999: Ml'lrtins Ferry, Jeff Oberdick 
2000: East Liverpool, Scott Helmstre 
2001: East Liverpool, Scott Helmstre 
2002: Oak Glen, Larry Shew 

Bierkortte 
Award 

Following is a 11st of the winners of 
the Dave Bierkortte Memorlel Awerd, 
pre-sentMI annually since 1971 to the 
most outstanding wrestler In the 
OVAC Tournament: 
1971: Coo Blum, Mertins Ferry 
1972: Art Jones, Bellaire 
1973: Dan Claugue, Barnesville 
1974: Shelder Grace, Weir 
1976: Mike Kovaltck. Bellaire 
1976: Randy Davie, Cadiz; Ed Covey, 
Brldgepon 
·1977: Rich Davls, Jefferson Union 
1978: Carl Stanley, Wheeling Park 
1979: Randy Pryor, Wair 
1980: Trent l&ehlne, Steubenvllte 
1981: Mlke Tiuchowskl, Steubenville 
1982: Larry lsleman, Toronto 
1983: Brian Miller, Barnesville 
198-4: Heath Beadmore, Cambridge 
19B5: Tim Moxley, Bameav/lle 
1986: Seen Murrey, Oak Gian 
1987: Mark Mlynek, Balla/rs 
1988: Rick Burlenskl, Bridgeport 
1989: Mark Emmerling, East Llverpool 
1990: Bebe Sidon1 Mertins Farry 
1991: Douglas Knight, Steubenville 
1992: R.C. Anderson Cameron 
1993: Kelly Shields, Edison South 
1994: Dustln Harris, Beaver Local 
1995: Justln Ewing, St. Cleirsvllte 
1896: Eric Anderson, Bell. St. John 
1997: Ryan Muldrew, John Marshell 
1998: Chad Pretz, Llnsly 
1999: Jose Smith, Cambridge 
'2000: Scott Roth, Martins Ferry 
2001: Cole Bowersock, Beaver Local 
2002: Derek George, John Marshall 

Mr. Mat 
Award 

Following Is e list of the winners of 
the Mr. Mat Award, presented annual• 
ly since 1976 to an lndlvlduef who has 
mede significant contributions to the 
sport of wrestling In the Ohio Valley: 
1976: George Kovaltck 
1977: Bill Ven Home 
1978: John Vrotsos 
1979: Richard Edi:le 
1980: George Walley 
1981: Bob Hedmond 
1982: Paul Crago 
1983: Dr. Vincent Monse11u 
1984: Bill Hineg11rdner 
1985: Dennis Bowmen 
1986: Ron Meuck 
1987: Eric Carder 
198B: Dave Kovallck 
1989: Steve Kish 
1990: Carl Fodor 
1991: Dr, Willlem Welker 
1992: lerry Deaton 
1993: John Stephenson 
1994: Joe Bates 
1995; Bob Bruney 
1996: Ulrry Chamber!-
1997: Gary Davis 
1998: Cal Pokes 
1999: Tam Ulckman 
2000: Ed "Buzz" Evans 
2001: Blll McEldowney 
2002: John Craig 
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VAC Wrestling Tourn 

In heavyweight action at the OVAC Wrestling 
Tournament, Meadowbrook's Jeremiah 
Scherer 0eft) rolls over with Bishop Donohne's 
Wes Fetty after a toke-down on the mats Inside 
the Wheeling Civic Center on Friday afternoon. 

Shenandoah's Matt Hannahs 
a way to roll over Edison's JV 
145-pound weight class at the 
Tourney. Hannahs earned a f 

Cambridge heavyweight grappler Michael Price (center) is proclaimed the victor after pinning 
·Edison's Jeremiah Hlnnerman on Friday Inside the Wheeling Civic Center, Price lost the cham­
:.plonshlp match on Saturday, 8-3, to Union Local's Koe! Davia. 

All 
Photos 

By Sean 
Scott 

Meadowbrook's·Derek Conrad (top) looks to get Barnesville's 
Cory Cunningham down to the mat during 189-pound action in 
_the OVAC Wrestling Tournament on Friday Inside the 
Wheeling Civic Center. Conrad finished eighth in his class. 

During a great bout between a pair of good wrestlers on Friday 
afternoon, Cambridge's Luke High (top) drives Into bis oppo­
nent, Indian Creek's Kellen Hughes, during 160-pound weight 
class action of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament. 

Caldwell's David Hart (bottom) struggles to get free from the 
hnl.l nf r• ... ~h..:..:l<Y,.t,. 1 ... - .. .l r"l.,--.11-- .J._...,! __ ''U t!' - ---"· .1 _ J 1. • 

Cambridge's Bobby Scurlock (top) works his 
over Martins F10rry's Shane Clark in the 171-1 
OVAC Wrestling Tournament in Wheeling on I 

r; 

'" 
,;_ 

!1/;s.•1., 1 

Barnesvllle's Jason Bahmer stays on his feet 
John Marshall's Corey Adkins in 152-pound w 
ou Friday. Bahiner placed fifth in his division. 
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'.Cambridge heavyweight grappler Michael Price (cen_ter) Is proclaimed the victor after pinning 
·Edison's Jeremiah Hlnnermon on Friday inside the Wheeling Civic Center. Price lost the chom­
,plonshlp motcb on Saturday, 8-3, to Union Local's Koel Davia. 
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Scott 
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Meadowbrook's·Derek Conrad (top) looks to get Barnesville's 
Cory Cunningham do:,vn to the mat duringl89-pound action In 
the OVAC Wrestling Tournament on Friday inside the 
Wheeling Civic Center. Conrad finished ,eighth In his class. 

Cambridge's Mike Ray cllmbs· onto the back Brooke's Braden 
Show to bring him to the mat In the 130-ponnd weight class on 
Friday during OVAC Wrestling.Tournament action Inside the 
Wheeling Civic Center. .. 

In 140-ponnd action, Barnesvllle's Todd Hunkier (left) looks for 
11n opening to get inside of Sbadyside's Billy Frollini during 
Friday afternoon's rounds of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament 
in Wheeling. Hunkier was sixth In his respective class. 

•• e• 

During a great bout between a pair of good wrestlers on Friday 
afternoon, Cambridge's Luke High (top) drives into his oppo­
nent, lndion Creek's Kellen Hughes, during 160-ponnd weight 
class action of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament. 

Caldwell's David Hort (bottom) struggles to get free from the 
bold of Cambridge's Jared Cl!nodler during 215-pound weight 
class action of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament on Friday. 

Meodowbrook's Josh Peyton (top) grapples with East 
Liverpool's Ron Scott in the 145-ponnd weight class on.Friday 
during OVAC Wrestling Tournament action at the Wheeling 
Civic Center . 

• 

Cambridge's Bobby Scurlock (top) works his 
over Martins Ferry's Shone Clark In the 171-J 
OVAC Wrestling Tournament In Wheeling on l 

Barnesvllle's Jason Baiuner stays on his feet 
John Marshall's Corey Adkins In 152-pound w 
OD Friday. Bohmer placed fifth in his division. 

Arter suffering a nosebleed, Shenandoah's Lu 
Mertins Ferry's Bobby Kittle in the heaVJ 
Friday inside the Wheeling Civic Center. 

Barnesvllle's Jarrod Anderson looks for a w 
Bellaire St. Johns' James Huff In the 125-pow1 
the OVAC Tourney. Anderson turned in a solid 1 

•• • 
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th OVA (' ,,tfrestling Tourney 

In heavyweight oction at the OVAC Wrestling 
Tournament, . Meudowbrook's Jeremiah 
Scherer (lefiJ rolls over with Bishop Donobue's 
Wes Fetty afier u tuke-down on !lie mats Inside 
the Wheeling Civic Center on Friduy ufiernoon. 
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Shenandoah's Matt Hannahs (top) searches for 
a way lo roll over Edison's Mitch Costu in the 
145-pound weight class at the OVAC Wrestling 
Tourney. Hannahs earned a firth-pince finish. 

eight grappler Michael Price (center) is proclaimed the victor after pinning : .' 
Ellnnerman on Friduy Inside the Wheeling Chic Center. Price lost ti1e cham­

,\'c,,tt 
Saturduy, 8-3, to Union Local's Koel Davin. 

-ek Conrad (top) looks to get Barnesvllle's 
lown to the mat dnring 189-pound action In 
Ing Tournament on Friday inside the 
ter. Conrad finished eighth In bis class. 
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During a great l>out between a pair of good wrestlers on Friduy 
ufternoon, Cumbrldge's Luke High (lop) drives into bis oppo­
nent. Indian Creek's Kellen Hughes, during 160-pound weight 
class action of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament. 

Cambridge's Bobby Scurlock (top) works his way to a victory 
over Marlins Ferry's Shane Clark In the 171-pound class at the 
OVAC Wrestling Tournament in Wheeling on Friday afternoon. 

Barnesvllle's Jason Bahmer stays on his feet while grappling 
John Marshall's Corey Adkins in 152-pound weight class action 
on Friday. Bahmer placed fifth in bis division. 



weight grappler Michael Price (center) Is proclaimed the victor nfter pinning 
Hlnnerman on Friday inside the Wheeling Civic Center. Price lo.st the cham­

, Saturday, 8-3, to Union Local's Koci Dnvln. 
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Photos 
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Scott 

·rek Conrad (top) looks to get Barnesville's 
down to the mat during 189-pound action In 
ling Tournament on Friday Inside the 
,ter. Conrad llnlsbed eighth In his class. 

:Sy climbs onto the back Brooke's Braden 
, the mat In the 130-pound weight class on 
: Wrestling. Tournament action Inside the 
er. 

~arnesvlIIe's Todd Hunkier (left) looks for 
!Ide of Sbadyslde's Billy FroUlnl during 
llllds of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament 
was sixth In bis respective class. 

During a great bout between a pair of good wrestlers on Friday 
afternoon, Cambridge's Luke High (top) drives into his oppo­
nent, Indian Creek's Kellen Hughes, during 160-pound weight 
class action of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament. 

Caldwell's David Hort (bottom) struggles to get free from the 
hold of Cumbridge's Jared Chandler during 215-pound weight 
class action of the OVAC Wrestling Tournament on Friday. 

Meadowbrook's Josh Peyton (lop) grapples with East 
Liverpool's Ron Scott in the 145-pound weight class on.Friday 
during OVAC Wrestling Tournament action al the Wheeling 
Civic Center. 

• 

Cnmhrldge's Bobby Scurlock (top) works his way to a victory 
over Martins Fury's Shane Clark In the 171-pound class at the 
OVAC Wrestling Tournament In Wheeling on Friday afternoon. 

BarnesvlUe's Jason Behmer stays on his feet while grappling 
John Marshall's Corey Adkins in 152-pound weight class action 
on Friday. Bahllller placed fifth in bls division. 

After suffering a nosebleed, Shenand<inb's Lucas Micheal pins 
Martins Ferry's Bobby Kittle In the heavyweight class on 
Friday Inside the Wheeling Civic Center. 

Barnesville's Jarrod Anderson looks for a way to torn over 
Bellaire SI. Johns' James Huff In the 125-pound weight class al 
the OVAC Tourney. Anderson turned In a solid third-place finish. 

•• 
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RECEIVING OVAC Wrestling Coach of the Year for 2001-02 were from left Scott Helmstra 
of Beaver Local who accepted for Rich Wright; Larry Shaw, Oak Glen; Paul Robson, 
Monroe Central and Jim Potts, Cameron. 

Wrestling to take over 
OVAC sports scene 
By RICK DeLUCA 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

While king football is heading deep into 
. post-season play, high school wrestling (check 

that, klng wrestling) is heading for the mats 
through the Ohio Valley as the 2002-2003 sea­
son is set to get underway in early December. · 

As a preview to the upcoming season, the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference opened the 
curtains on the new season with its annual 
meclla night at the Wheeling Civic Center this 
wee1,_ by unvelLing its plans for the new season 
and the 50th anniversary conference tourna­
ment. 

Six new coaches will be taking over at Ohio 
Valley schools this season and a very impressive 
list of veteran coaches return as the area 
embarks on what should be another in a long 
line of exciting prep wrestling seasons. 

Of course, the highlight of the new season 
will be the annual OV AC Wrestling 
Tournament scheduled for January 23, 24 and 
25 at the Civic Center in Wheeling, the 50th 
tournament put on by the conference. 

As an added kicker for the Ohio Valley 
wrestling fans, West Liberty State College has 
been selected to host the 2003 Division II 
National Wrestling Championships at the Civic 
Center. The tournament will bring to the valley 
that best Division II college wrestling from 
throughout the country to compete for a national 
title on March 14-15. 

This year's OV AC tournament will feature 
approximately 850 bouts with nearly 500 
wrestlers vying for one of the 14 titles in each 
of the four classes. 

Oak Glen returns as the defending overall 
champion and will be trying to become the four 
straight school to win back-to-back conference 
crowns. Class champs last season were Cameron 
in Class 1-A, Shadyside in Class 2-A, Oak Glen 
in Class 3-A and Beaver Local in Class 4-A. 

Individual champions returning to either 
defend their crowns in the same weight class or 
add another in a different weight are Clay 
Tucker, a sophomore at Martins Ferry and 103-
pound champ, Lucas Huffman, a senior at River 
and 112-pound champ, Josh Johnson, a senior at 
Indian Creek and 125-pound champ, Phil Bliss, 
a senior at Brooke and 140-pound champ, 
Christopher Wilson, a senior at Monroe Central 
and 145-pound champ, David Bertolino, a sen­
ior at Buckeye Local and 160-pound chamf and 
Adam Hoppel, a junior at Beaver Loca and 
215-pound champ. 

As an added attraction to this yeat's tourney, 
the conference will bring back the 1978 tourna­
ment champions as part of their annual running 
honor to the 25th anniversary team. According 
to conference officials, nearly all of the '78 
champions will be back on the tourney mats 
once again. 

Also on the busy agenda will the annual pres­
entation of the Mr. Mat Award, given annually 
to a person who has made valuable contributions 
to the sport of wrestling. The Assistant and 
Junior High Coaches Award will be presented as 
part of the Thursday ceremonies and the 
Coaches Service Awards will be presented on 

Friday night 
This year's tournament will be extra special 

as the conference, in keeping with the 50th 
anniversary festivities, will bring back the 
champions from all the past 50 years for a spe­
cial Parade of Champions on Saturday night. 

A major undertaking by the conference's 
wrestling community, the return of over 400 
past champions Is likely as the conference com­
memorates their return with a special ceremony 
and presentation to each returning champ. 

While the season officially gets underway 
with a triangular at Beallsville High featuring 
the host Blue Devils, West Muskingum and 
Tuscarawas Central Catholic, the season gets 
into full swing with a long list of invitational 
and dual meet tournaments through the season. 

Frrst on the list of top local tourneys is the 
annual St. John Central Invitational on 
December 6-7. The same weekend will present 
the annual Union Local Invitational in 
Morristown on Saturday, December 7. 

December will feature tournaments at 
Barnesville, Brooke, Caldwell, Beaver Local, 
Tyler Consolidated, St. Clairsville and Wheeling 
Park, along with those at St John and UL. 

In January, tournaments at Shadyside, 
Meadowbrook, Steubenville, Beallsville; 
Cameron and Bellaire will coincide wi'.h the 
giant OV AC tourney. 

During the month of February, OV AC 
schools will prep for post-season wrestling with 
mat invitationals at River, Wellsville, Buckeye 
Local and Conotton Valley. 

Dual meet champions In 2002 were 
Shadyside in Class 2-A, Cameron in Class 1-A, 
John Marshall in Class 4-A and Martins Ferry in 
Class 3-A. 

Completing the list of coaches in the confer­
ence this year are Luke Johnson at Barnesville, 
Clint Abbott at Beallsville, Rich Wright at 
Beaver Local, Shane Schaffer, in his first year at 
Bellaire, John Durdines, new at Bishop 
Donahue, Mike LaMotte, in his first year at 
Bridgeport, Joe Erlewine at Brooke, Jay Michael 
at Buckeye Local, Dalton Summers at Caldwell , 
and Tom Moore at Cambridge. 

Also on the list is Jim Potts of Cameroff, 
James Peoples at Conotton Valley, Rich Shilling 
at East Liverpool, William Koehnelin, new at 
Edison, Jim Rocchi at Harrison, John Rocchi at 
Indian Creek, Ed West at John Marshall, Tom 
Giovengo at Linsly, Brent Highes at Magnolia 
and Babe Sidon at Martins Ferry. 

Continuing the list is Troy Keith at 
Meadowbrook, Paul Robison at Monroe Central, 
Lnrry Shaw at Oak Glen, Chuck Baker at River, 
John Haswell at Shadyside, Mike Waite at 
Shenandoah, John Vrotsos at St. Clairsville, 
Andrew LaMotte III at St. John's, David 
DeFelice at Steubenville and Ron Clark at 
Steubenville Central. 

Rounding out the list of OV AC coaches are 
Lnrry Richie at Tyler Consolidated, Joel Davia 
at Union Local, Chuck Varner at Weir, Jamie 
Lesho at Weirton Madonna, Dick Bryan, new at 
Wellsville, Don Bauer at Wheeling Central and 
Gene Monteleone, new at Wheeling Park. 

OVAC Wrestling 
Tournament 
committee seeks 
past champions 

The OVAC 50-year wrestling 
tournament committee is prepar­
mg to honor all OV AC champi­
ons from 1954 to 2002 as part 
of the OV AC 2003 Tournament 
The following people have not 
yet been contacted as the com­
mittee is unable to locate an 
address. 

Steubenville HS: Brian Lewis 
1981 
Cadiz HS: Mike Carter, Paul DeBo/1 
Wellsvme HS: Jim Volino 
1982 
Brooke HS: Mllantonl 
Toronto HS: Larry lsleman 
Meadowbrook HS: Mike Owens 
1983 
Shadyside HS: Mika MIiier 
1968: 
Wellsville HS: Steve Woods 

. 1989 If you know of the address 
Please contact Steve Kish, Jr. at 
6320 McCaslin Road, Nashport, 
OH 43830 or call 
740.453.9146. 

Union Local HS: Val Kline 
Steubenville HS: Jesse Hubbard 
Bridgeport HS: Scott Sears 
Meadowbrook HS: Dick Snydor 
1990 

1954 
Wheeling HS: Robert Griffin, Harvey 
Rutter 

Meadowbrook HS: Enc Wickham 
1991 
Meadowbrook HS: Rick Roe 1955 

l3rldgeport HS: Tom Evans 1956 
Barnesville HS: John Urban, BIii 
Watters 

Edison South HS: Eric Plpo, Ben 
Bateman · 
1992 
Eaat Uverpooi HS: Pete Lovejoy 
1994: Bridgeport HS: BIii Laipple 1957 

Brldaoi,ort HS: Richard Nagy 1956 
Brlcfg8port HS: Frank Cunningham 
Weir HS: Mel Sutton 
Steubenville HS: Tom Lobgezelle, Tom 
Cunningham 1959 
Bridgeport HS: Phll Ward 
1962 
Steubenville HS: WIibert WIiiiams 
ValenUno Jackeon Weir HS: Pat Ailese' 
Martins Feny HS: John Scardos Joe 
Reasbeck ' 
1963 
Bridgeport HS: Gerald Totarchyk 
Weir HS: Geo,ge Harvey 
1954 
Moundsville HS: Ed Coater 1965 
Bridgeport HS: Tom Yost 
1966 
Moundsville HS: Dwight Wolfe 
Bridgeport HS: Jim CaUarlck 1967 
Bridgeport HS: Greg Clark 
Martins Feny HS: Jim Brandenburg 
Weir HS: George Sarap 
1968: 
St John HS: Frank King 
Steubenville HS: Robert Young 1971 
Sleubenvllle HS: Ken WIU/ame 
Martins Feny HS: Don Blum 
1972 
Brooke HS: Dick Nichols 
W/nlersvil/a HS: Wally PBBu/1 
1973 
Barnesville HS: Challen Stewart 
1974 
East Uverpool HS: Steve Mabbott Bab 
Waters ' 
1975 
Steubenvllla HS: Keith Owens 
1976 
Weir HS: Steve Gauclmau 
Brooke HS: Bruce Ferguson 
19TT 
Brooke HS: Mike Gamble 
1979 
Oak Glen HS: Jeff Hobbs 
1980 
Brooke HS: Lany Mazze/le 

Woodsfield HS; Jeremy Cramer 
Weir HS: Luke Underwood 
East Uverpoo/ HS: Matt Aldrich 
1995 
Sleubenville HSL Michael Hill 
Sl C/alrsvilla HS: Ca,y Heath 
1996 
Brooke HS: DeWitt Stanley 
Wellsville HS: Jett McKinnon 
1997 
Baaver Local HS: Bill Lucas 
1998 
Brooke HS: Oan Slanley 
Beaver LocaJ HS: John Cole 
1999 
Cadiz HS: Marshall Brooks, Stan 
Bittinger 
Wellsville HS: Josh Hackney 
Steubenville HS: Mitch Wheeler 
Brooke HS: Joe Nichols 
Buckeye LocaJ HS: Tony Smith 
2000 
Steubenville HS: Ethan Birden 
2002 
Brooke HS: Phi/ Bliss 

The committee also wishes to 
honor deceased champions, but 
have not been able to locate a 
friend or relative of the follow­
ing: 
1954 
Bridgeport HS: David Smith 
1955 
Bridgeport HS: Norman Honecker 
1963 
Martins Feny HS: BIii Brown 
1965 
Wheeling Cen~aJ HS: Doug Naegle 
1970 
BrlUlent HS: Roger Taylor 
Wheeling Central HS: Dave Blerkortla 
1976 
Parkeraburg HS: Luke Spencer 
1998 
Eaat Uverpooi HS: Matt Salsbury 
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Beaver Local 
leading OVAC 
Wrestling 
Tournament 
• Buckeye Local sitting in fourth 
By RICK DeLUCA 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

After two long action-µlled 
days of wrestling, the giant 
OV AC wrestling tournament Is 
going just about the way it was 
scripted. 

With the big four, Beaver 
Local, Oak Glen, Brooke and 
Buckeye Local, holding the top 
four spots heading Into today's 
final rounds, the overall champi­
on will win by taking a different 
route to .the top than the others. 

Two-time and defcuding 
champion Oak Glen will be 
counting on its balance, second­
day leader will be looking to its 
:nzid ::ll'lto&hee1gr:welghts, Brooke 
will be hoping for a big day from 
its tourney-leading seven. semi­
finalists and past two-time 
champion Buckeye Local will be 
looking for its big guns to come 
through and a lot of help from 
the competition. 

Beaver Local, a runnerup last 
year, leads the overall team scor­
ing heading into today's action 
with 141. 5 points and six 
wrestlers qnalified for the noon 
semi-finals. 

shape with the largest contingent 
• seven - wrestlers still in the 
winners bracket 

Buckeye Local, back-to-back 
winners in 1996and '97,arcsit­
tjng in fa~ place m,..!08 . 
points and7ve wres!lcrs m Ille"' 
championship round including 
two top seeds. Two other 
Panther wrestlers will be 
attempting to wrestle back 
through the consolation matches. 

Harrison Central and Indian 
Creek, coached by Jim and John 
Rocchi respectively, hold the 
fifth and SIX spots with 88.5 
points each and Monroe Central 
Is just behind in seventh with 
87.5. 

Harrison has six wrestlers 
still alive heading into the 
Saturday rounds split evenly 
between the championship and 
consolation rounds. Toe Creek 
has just one wrestler In the win­
ners bracket and four in the con­
solations. 

T-1. PhololPAULA GINTHER 

HARRISON Central's David Blawut (left) attempts to shake loose from the grasp of John 
Marshall's Paul Simons during action Friday night In lhe OVAC Wrestling Tournament at the 
Wheeling Civic Center. Simons won a 3-1 decision. 

points, Wheeling Park, with 
80.5 and Cameron, with 78.5 
round out the top 10. Park, a last 
a champion in 1994, bas four 
wrestlers remaining in the win­
ners' bracket 

While Beaver Local and 
Brooke are hoping that their 
numbers in the championship 
brackets will carrying them to a 
title, Oak Glen and Buckeye 

the semis and if we can get them 
In the finals that would be a big 
boost," Michael pointed out 
"Hopefully, we can pull off an 
upset here and there. In most of 
those, we arc the lowest seed, so 
we just have· to see what we can 
do." 

pound freshman Willie Saxton, 
who will take on Harrison's top­
seeded Jesse Emery in the semi­
finals. 

Oak Glen, West Virginia's 
top mat team over the past 
decade and defending OV AC 
champion, sits in second place 
with 138.5 points and only four 
wrestlers In the semifinals. 
Coach Larry Shaw's Golden 
Bears have an ace In the hole in 
their seven grapplers still alive in 
the consolation rounds. 

Brooke, a team threatening to 
win Its first-ever OV AC 
wrestling crown, is third with 
126 points and sitting Is good 

Monroe Central Is the real 
surprise, holding the seventh 
spot with all five remaining 
wrestlers still competing the 
championship brackets. 

. Local each will need some help 
beyond their winners' bracket 
grapplers. 

"It's pretty much what I said 
earlier, It's wrestlers that can 
wrestle back that will give their 
team the edge and that's why 
we're tralling right now," 
Buckeye Local coach Jay 
Michael Friday night 

Buckeye beads into 
Saturday's competition with five 
wrestlers In the semi-finals 
Including unbeaten and defend­
ing 160-pound champion David 
Bertolino. The Panther senior 
will take a 25-0 • record into 
today's semi-finals against 
Monroe Ccntral's Tyler 
Schumacher. 

"We're getting down to the 
final rounds and it's getting 
tougher, so you need to get those 
guys in the semis," Michael 
pointed out "That's what we've 
done and so have a few others so 
it's come down to a four or five 
team race right now." 

"Brooke and Beaver arc bat­
tling back and forth and then you 
throw in Oak Glen. It's pretty 
tough," the Panther coach added. John Marshall, with 81.5 

. 

7 
"We lost a big one in the 

quarters," be added. "I thought 
we could put six in the semis and 
even six in the finals. Right 
now we're down to five, so 
we've got to battle back, but we 
do have two In the consolations 
still alive hopefully they will get 
us some points." 

"Of course, we got our five In 

Also heading into the semis 
for the Panthers are 145-
pounder Brock Bowman, an 8-2 
winner over Harrison's Vic 
Bologna and 125-pound Ryan 
Turnbull, who will take on top­
seeded and 2002 champion at 
103 Clay Tucker of Martins 
Ferry in the semis. Buckeye also 
advanced top-seeded freshman 
2'.ach Schuller at 135, who will 
square off with Monroe's Ryan 
Ferguson In the semis, and 119-

Brooke bas seven wrestlers 
advanced into the semi-finals 
and their success In that round 
today will go a long way In 
determining the Bruins fate in 
seeking their first OV AC crown. 

Coach Joe Erlewine's Bruins, 
enjoying their best season ever 
on the mats, will look to put as 
many of their seven in the finals 
that Include David Durbin 
(140), Mike Durbin (135), 
Brandon Shaw (130), Jonathan 

See, OVAC, Page D3 
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T-L Pholo&'PAULA GINTHER 
TOP PHOTO: Bamesvllle's Chaz Clark (green) is in control of Martins Ferry.'s Chad Ware dur­
ing their 112-pound match Friday afternoon at the OVAC Wrestling Tournament at the Wheeling 
Civic Center. Clark posted a victory In the match. 

ABOVE: St. John Central's Mickey Nicola (green) works !ha ann of St. Clalrsvllle's Kenny 
Furbee during a 112-pound match Friday. Nicola went on to win the match plus his following 
match to aam a spot In today's semi-finals. 

eOVAC 
Continued from Page B2 

McFarland (125), Matt Smith 
(119), Jarrod Shaw (103) and 
Phil Bliss (152). 

Oak Glen, with the largest 
contingent of wrestlers return to 
the Wheeling Civic Center 
today, bas four In the winners 
bracket Including Steve Flowers 
(145), Matt Wharton (152), Bill 
Whitehall (215) and Cody 
Potts (189). 

"Our team balance 
is obviously helping 
us," Shaw said In 
assessing bis 
Golden Bears 
through two days of 
wrestling. "We've 
bad a couple of dis-
appointments, but 
we're very !'leased with 
the' way our kids are 
wrestling. Even In the matches 
that we've Jost, we were very 
competitive." 

"Over twQ days of wrestling, 
I've only been disappointed once 
In our wrestlers and that's pretty 
good considering bow much 
we've wrestled the past two 
days," Shaw added. 

"Obviously in this tourna­
ment, the big problem we were 
going to run into was our seeds," 
Shaw said. "Right away we 
knew we were going to wrestle a 
bunch of top round matches 
early." 

"We've got a Jot good and 
positive things we can take from 
today, but the key is that we have 
four In the seml-flnals and seven 
others In the consolations," Shaw 
said. 'We need those guys In the 
semi-finals to score some points 
for us." 

Beaver Local, the favorite 
entering the tourney, hopes its 
six semi-finalists can give the 
Columbiana County school its 
first OV AC mat title. The 
Fighting Beavers of coach Rich 
Wright will send three members 
of the legendary Hoppel famlly 
Into the winners bracket with 
Jarrod at 140, Grant at 130 and 
defending champ Adam at 215. 

Monroe Central' s strong 
showing bas enabled the 
Seminoles to put five talented 
gmpplers into the semi-finals. 
Along with Schumacher and 
Ferguson, the Monroe Countalns 
have defendln~ champion 
Christopher Wilson (145), 
Aaron Brown (130), unbeaten at 
22-0, aod Robbie Dlmmerling 
(171). 

Shadyside bas three wrestlers 
In the winners bracket Including 
unbeaten Bobby Samsa (24-0) at 
171, Luke Barnhart at 160 and 
unbeaten (22-0) Jesse Irvin at 
145. 

Bellalre's three advancing In 
the winners bracket are Brandon 
Bruce at 140, Scott Antonik at 

189 and Matt Duvall at 275. 
River's Lucas Huffman, the 

defending champion at 112, will 
look to add another title after 
boosting bis unblemished mark 
to 24-0. • 

Harrison Central's moved 
three wrestlers into the semi­
finals Including unbeaten Tony 

Carothers (23-0), Emery at 
119 and Justin Myers at 

160. 
Mike Mamone 

joins unbeaten 
teammate Clay 
Tucker In the semi­
finals for Martins 
Ferry while 

Bamesvllle's Jone 
grappler In the win­

ners bracket is Jarrod 
Anderson at 125. 

SL John Central bas two 
wrestlers alive In the winners 
bracket Including Mickey Nicola 
at 112 and Joe Skoff at 103. 

Defending Ohio state champi­
on Koe! Davia will be shooting 
to add an OV AC title to bis man­
tel. Davia bas advanced Into the 
semifinal round at 275. 

This year's OVAC tourna­
ment marks the 50th for the con­
ference and the Saturday festivi­
ties will highlight the anniver­
sary. 

Action gets under way today 
at noon with the semifinals and 
the consolation matches. 

At 6 p.m., a special ceremony 
honoring all past champions will 
take place followed by the con­
solation finals and championship 
final matches at 6:30 p.m, 
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/OVAC Wrestling Tournament Results 
TEAM SCORES: Beaver, 141.5; Oak 
Glen, 138; Brooke, 126j,_8uckaye Lncal, 
108; Karrlson, 88,5; looian Creak, 88,5; 
Monroe Central, 87,5; John Marshw1, 81,5; 
Cameron, 70.5· Meadowbrook, 72.5; 
Steubenville, 72; Shef1andoa11, 69.5I· 
Bellalre, 66.5; Shadyside, 64,6; Eas 
Llverpoql, 63; Barnesville, B1; Martins 
Ferry, 56.5; St ClalrsviHe, 54; ~. 
63; St. John's, 50; Union Local\ 48; Rlver, 
46.5; Caldwell, 45; Wellsv lie, 36.6; 
Beallsvflla, 36; Staubenvllte Central, 30; 
Tyler, 30; Weir, 28.6; Edison, 28; Weir 
Mackmnal, 21; Bishop Donahue, 9; 
Conotton vanay, 8.5; Magnolia, 5. 
4-A 
Beaver Local, 141.5; Broo~~r. 126; 
Buckeye Local, 108; John Maralldll, 81.6; 
Wheeling Parle, 80.5; Stsubenv1Uo1 ,,72; 
East Llv8IJ)()OI, 63; Cambridge, 53; vvoir, 
28.5; Edison, 26. 
3-A 
Oak Glen, 137.5; Hamson Central, 88,5; 
lndlan Creek, 88.6; Meadowbrook, 72.5; 
Shenandoah, B9,6,\ Ballalre, 66.5; 
Bomesvlllo, 61; Marano Forry, 56.5; Sl 
Clalrovillo, 54; Unloo Local, 48; Tylor, 30; 
Mognolla, 5, 
2-A 
Monroe Central, 87 .5; River, 46.5; 
Caldwell, 45.0; Wellsvme, 36.5; 
Steubenville Central, 30.5 
1-A 
Cameron, 7B.6; Shadyside, 64.5; St. 
John's, 50; Beallsvllle, 36; Weir Madonna, 
21; B~hop Donohuo, 9; Conotton Valley, 
6,o, 
Champioflshlp Quarterfinals 
103 - Anthony Valles (Madonna) dee, 
Mil<a Lehotsy (Meadowbrook), 13-3; Abbio 
Rush (Park) pinned Tim Cumpston 
(Camaron), 1:43.· Joa Skott \SJCl doc, 
Brandon MIUar /oak Glonl, 3-11 1, OT; 
Jarrod Shaw (Brooke) dee. Amnony 
Duffield (E.L), 3-2. 
112 - Lucas HuffrMn (Rlvor) doc, Josh 
Gratnor (Brooke), 9-5; l.ooan Hartle (JMl 
doc, Choz Clarl<clBamasvlllol, 9-6; Scott 
Bu nar (Wf! dee. JuaUn Seebach 
(=), 11-4; lckey Nlco(a (SJC) dee, 
Jolrlan Satdlar (MC), 12-2. 
119 - Jesse Emery \Harrison) tech failed 
Paul McCoy (Beaver , 17-2; Willie Saxton 
(Bucig,yob dee, Jake, Batso (E,L), 5-2; 
Matt Smith (B-•) doc. Bradv Roth (MF), 
5-3; Brian Humphrey (Park) pfnnad Kayne 
Malka (SJC), 1 :09. 

!6 - Clay Tucker (MF) dee, Shane 
. fight (Oak Glon)l 14-5; Jarrod Andorson 

~

amesvllle) p nned Chris Bond 
Caldwell), :_¥~_;, Jonathan McFarland 
Brooke) plnn-oo Todd Schmelzenbach 
Shenandoah), 5:34:Ryan Turnbull 
Buckeye) dee. Ben Caln (Meadowbrook), 

3, 
130 - Josh Johnston {IC) dee. Jessie 
Mahan (OG), 6-3;_ Aaron Brown (MC) dee, 
John Potrozzi (Suckeyo), 5-3; Brandon 
Shaw (Brooke) pinned Jake Backer (SLC),1 
1:03 Grant Hoppel (Beaver) dee. Kyte Muu 

IJM), 11Hl, 
35 - Zoch Schuller (Buckeyo) plnnod 

Soan McIntosh (Oak Gionl, 3:12i_Rvan 
Ferguson (Monroe) plpnad D.J. Yoders 
(Cameron), 3Zl; Milca Mamone (MFJ doc, 
.lash Wheeler (Staub), 16-3· Mike Ourbln 

\
Brooke} doc, Ben Phillips (Hq, 11Hl'rOT. 
40 - Janud Hoppel (Beaver doc. any 

Warner (Meadowbrook)'r 1 -4; DusUn 
Richey (JM) dee. odd Hunkier 
(Bemesvlllol, 16-5; David Durbin (Brool<a) 
dee. Ian Whlttlng!on (Oak Glen), 4-2· 
Brandon Bruce {Bellalre) dee. Thad 
Crosier (Stsubl, 5-:l, 
145 - Chris Wll8011 (Monroe) pinned Matt 
Hannahs (Shenandoah),. 3:55i.,_Brock 
Bowman (Buckeye) dee. Vic oologna 
{Harrlson), 8-2; Josse hwln \Shadv) doc. 
Zach Pendefton (IC), 14-6; S eve Flowem 
(OG) doc, Dana Davis (8-e), 3-1, 
152 - Phil Bl!ss (Brooke) dee. Ken Baker 
(HG), 10-1; Joromy Shaw ~evor) doc. 
Jeff Casey (Meadowbroo~ 11-5; Mott 
Wharton (Oak Glen) dee. Adkins 
(JM), 9-3; David Babel (Steub) , Chris 
Casa, 1-1, OT Crlleria 
160 - David Bertollno (Buckeye) pinned 
c~ Blevins (UL), 2:34; Justin Myers 
HC Inned Isaac Stewart (Camaron), 
j :3 ; fytsr Schumacher IMC\ doc, Kellen 
Hughes (IC}, 7-7, OT Cr terla: Luka 
Burkhardt (Shady) tech felled Casey 
Rlnohert (Shon}, 22-6, 
171 - Bobby Samse (Shadv&lde) plnnod 
Jason Meeks (St.C), :':36; Robbie 
Dlmmerl[ng (MC) plnried Chris Green 
(E.L), 5:39i Jordan Wllllams (Beaver) 
plnnod Tram Sterl<ey (IC) 1 :02; Jamoo 
Lyons (Steub) doc, Derek Sefslck (HC), 4· 
2, 
1B9-Jared Wllllams (Beaver} dee, Dorek 
Conrad (Meadowbrook), 13-5; CO:QY 
Tomlnek (WP) pinned John Hom (SHE), 
3:00; Cody Polt5 (OG) doc, Shoun Groon 
(EL), 6-2; Scott Anlonll< (Bellalre) pinned 

Daniel Howard (SlC), 5;35, 
215 - Adam Hoppel (Beaver} pinned Enc 
Rosen (River), 3:06; am WhltehlU (Oak 
Gian) doc, Brandon Huffman (HG), 7-4; 
Codey Leach (SHE) pinned Chris 
Fonkfiauser (EL}, 3:08; Josh Stansbury 
(EL} plnnod Brad Hannahs (BAR), 1:00, 
:!75 - Tony Carothara (HC) dee. Wesley 
Haslam (RIV), 15-4· Mike Price 
(CAMB)flnned Scott Nauen-schwander 
(STC), :47; Kool Davia (UL) doc, Enc 
Worlfl8( (BL), 5-1j Mott Dwall (BEL) doc, 
Patilcl< t.icGUilen 10GI, 3-1, 
THIRD ROUND CONSOLATION 
103 - Corey LeMestor (Caktwalll pinned 
Justin Turnbull (Buckeye), 3:47; Eddlo 
Meroer (Walls) pinned DusUn Dauohorty 

gCambriclge), j:1~i. Danial M"agero 
Bernas) doc, H0001D Martin (IC), -Y.6; 
arr\ck Caudill (Beaverl dee. Mau 

CavanalJQh (Staub. Central, 13-7. 
112- L.ulie Hoppel (BeavBTI pinned Bryan 
Early (Cambnclge}, 2:36; Nato Gossott 
IULl pinned Nick f'rendes (Wollsvll1o),.,53il' 
JusUn Goneau (Oak Glen) dee. t.,;fl8 

Ware (MF), 16-1; Konny F"urboo (SlC,) 
dee. Biendon AnU~ (cam:eron), 7-8. 
119 - David Bortz (Staub, Central) doc, 
T any Simon {Stsub), 10-2; Leo ~ (JM) 
doc, Tony Carostallo (Wellsville, 13-4; 
T.J. Glass (Oat< Glen) doc, Ma Brown 
(Boallsvlllo), 2-0; Kory Waite (Shon) doc, 
Bryan Crum (Cwd), 6-0, 
125 - Ben Young (Stsub) pinned Nosh 
O'Nall (Camaron), ::lB; Brandon Scurlock 
(Cambrldgo) dee, Jomoo Huff (SJC}, 9-1; 
tony_ Mayle (IC) dee. Bruce Swame 

lBallalre), ~i Josh Hoover (Beavor) -
ailed Ron l'ffllSOO \Parle}, 20'5, 
130 - Mike Ray Cambrldge) dee, Matt 
Aberegg (Ba:alls.), 16-3• Jason wooonan 
(Rlvar) dee, Mott Haler,Stoub), 10·1 ,_Kally 
Hughes (Cameron) nned Matt ~mp 

\

Steub. Central), 4:1 ; Brandon McCott 
Bellalro} dee, Gary Donkovlch (Wair), 6-4; 
35 - Shawn Dunn (Beaver) dee . ..iusUn 

Cat- (Wellsvltlol, 13-5; Gaorgo Mi1clen 
(JM} Rinnod jle King (Bamesvlllo}, 2Zl; 
Josh Launer SlC.), 6-5; Mike Aber 

&~/lUsvllle) nned John Walker (E~ 

140 - Blllv Frolllnl (Shady) won by default 
over Josh Whipkey (Cameron); Luke 
Warren (MF) dee. ~an BIiyeu 
Beallsville , 6-2; Larry W t (WM) dee. 
~ B~s (SLC), 5-3; rt Phlnlps 

IBLl pinned Rick Brewor (Mog), 4:03, 
45 - Mika Merica (Welr) dee, Jim Zlnk 

(Park), 7-4,__~lan Buzzard (Wallavllle) 
Dinneo Joe i:,.wlanca (Beaver), 3:30· Dale 
Ferrell (STCl dee, Milch Costs (ELI,. 2·1; 
Nex Leo (JM} pinned Joson Harper (1.,AL), 
3:33; • 
152 - Jason Bahmer (BAR) dee, Daniel 
Bencler (CAl) 2· 1; 1.!Jl<e Bumblco (MF) 
olnned Mott Saxton (BL)0 4:0J;_ c~ 
Hughos (CAt.l} doc, Chris tseneo,cljMCl, 
5-3; Jolin Potvertnl (SCC) dee. ason 
Wnght {SHA), 6-4 
16Cf - Mike HepbumjBEL) pinned RLJSSall 
Kocher (RIV), :31; ameo Beach (STE! 
pinned Tvtor Klnzy (Bea), 3:39' Garrett 
Ralnng (OG! dac, Luke High (CAM), 11Hl; 
Sam "Gieseke (TC) pinned Chris Norris 
IBVL), 1:44 
171 ~ Rhott Northcralt (OG) pinned Saan 
tkGilire (SCC), :16; DusUn McV'!'( (l.JL) 

plnnod Shawn King (BAR}il,4:17; ~­
Henry ~13on) dee. Na an Loughran 
(Brooks , 13-~ Eric Vort,loo (SHE) doc, 
Adam er CAM), 6-0· • 
1 B9 - Adam owser (ICI won bv lorf~1 
Josse McNeely ITC); clavton BenOOICI 

doc. John Orsini (SCC), 6-4; Josh 
(JM) dee, TQTlll Palmer CV), 16-2· 

D vi Ross ( STE) dee. Ml~ Frotlln\ 
(SHA), 11-9, 
215 - Brenden Bovine (IC) pinned Ralph 
Potralla {STE), :37; Ben lovo (MEAD} 
olnned Jim Compston (UL!, 1 :39· Bud 
Horcules (WP! plooed Dick Soland ~L), 
4:24; Dovln Dulaney (Brook•) doc, Mol<o 
Gassler ~r), 6-5 
275 - A fegal IR) pinned Lucas 
Mlchaal (S El, 1 ITTourk:e Hlnoo (IC) 
dee, Mike Snvder (STE), 5.2

8
· Luke 

Shophern (TC) dee. B~ Beebout ( VLl, 5-
~i Stephan Bodgloy (EL) dee, C,J, 
MannlllQ (CAM}, 3-2. 
FOURTH ROUND CONSOLATION 
103 - Brandon MIiier (OG) dee, Derrick 
Caudill (BVLt 7-1; Mike Lehetay 

gMeadowbrook dee. Davld Mefors 
Barnes , 6-4; than Duffield EL) doc, 
orey (eMasters (~aldwell), ~-1j_ Tlm 

Cumpston (Cameron) pinned t:ddia 
Mercer (Walls:Vil\e), 3:57· 
112 - JusUn Goneau (CG) pinned Justin 
Seebach (Cakfwell), :39; Nate Gossett 

SUL) dee, Chaz Clark (Barnesville) 13-2; 
osh Greiner (Brooke) pinned kenny 

Furboe (St.Cl, 4:22; Lu!<e Hoppel (Beavar) 
dee, Jordan Seidler (MC), 4-0. 
119 - Brady'Rolh (MF) pinned T.J. Glass 
(OG), 4:24; Paul McCoy (Beavor) plnnod 

Loo ~JMl, 1 :48c J~ Beioo (EL) 
Walts (Snon , 1 :45; Kayno 

5\&&
5
ptnned Da~ Bortz (Staub, 

125- ~~ht(OG) plnnod Brandon 
Scurlock ( a), 2;00; Ben Caln 
Meadowbrook) ec. Josh Hoover 
Beaver), 14-7; Tony Mayle (IC! dee. Todd 

nbach (Shan), 5--4; Chris Bond 

\

Cak:fwall) won by default aver Ben Young 
Staub), 
30 - Joss1o Mohan (OG} plnnod Mlk• 

Ray (Cambridge), 2'°8; Kyle Mui (JM) 
doc. Brandon t.icCort (Bellalre), 12-2; 
John Potrozzi (BL) doc. Jason Workman 
(Rtvor), 3·2; Jal<e Becker (SlC) dee, Kally 
Huohes (Csm&mn), 10-1, 
136" - Mlks Aboiegg (Beellsvltle} doc. 
Josh WhBelor (Stsu!>:J, B-llj D,.J, Yoderu 
(Cam) - Shawn Dunn (""""eye}, 9-5; 
Soan McIntosh (00} dee, Geo<oe Mikles 
(JM), 13-3; Bao Ph~lps (HC) doc, Josh 
Launer (SLCI, 7-1. 
140 - Thod Crosier (Stoubl dee, BIiiy 
Frotllni (Shadv), 5-2;_1!"' Whtttington {OG) 
pinned Albert Phltt..,,. (BL), 2:11; Tony 
Warner (Meadowbrook) pinned Luke 
Warren \MF), 2:01 • Todd Hunkier 

\

Bamesvll a) tech failed Larry Wright 
Madonna), 18-3. 
45 - Alex l.Be (JM) won by defaul over 

Vic Bologna !HC); Dana Davis !Brooke! 
won by default over Alan auzzarrl 
(Wellsville); Matt Hannahs (Shen) dee. 
Mike Merica (Weir), 6-2; Zack Pendelton 
(IC! doc. Mitch Costs (Edison), 7-1, 
15:l - Joson Bohrnor {Bernes! dee. Chris 
Case (SJC), 6•i; Jeh Cas~ 
(Meadowbrook) deo. Luke Burnbtco (MFJ, 
15-4; C""!'J Hughoo (Cameron) doc, Ken 
Baka, (HCJ, 3·2_;~ Adkins (J.M) dee. 
John Potvertnl (,,;G), 2-1. 
160 - Casey Rlnohert (Shon! doc, James 
Beach (Staub), 10-0; lsaec Slow art (Cam) 
dee, Gaoott Rolling (OG}, 1-q; Craig 
Blavlns (UL) dee, Sam CllooBke (Tc.), 10-2; 
Kel1en Huahos (IC) doc, Mlks Hepburn 

\
BolQ, 10-6; 
71 - Derrick Sals~k (HC) pinned Dusty 

McVey (UL) 1:56· Jason MookB (SlC) 
dee, Enc Vomlos (Shon}, 7-0; Chris Greon 
(EL) dee. Rhett Northcraft (OG) 12-5; 
trent ~tarkey IC) tech talled Charley 
Henr)' . 
189 - Horn (Shon) doc, Josh Ewtno 
(JM), 13-l!; Doral< Conrad (Meadow), 3-f; 
Shaun Green (EL) dee, Adam Cowser (IC, 
7-3; Danial Howard (St.C) doc, David Ross 
(Stsub), 11-6, 
215 ... Chris Fankhauser (Edison) dee. 
Brandon Bovina (IC}, 12•11' Brad 
Hannahs· (Barnes) dee. Buel Hercules 
(Parle), 3-2; Brandon Huffman (HG} dee, 
Devin Dulan~ (Brooke), 4-1; Eiio Rosan 
(River) dee, Ben Love (Meadow), 9-5; 
275- Patrick McGIJlen (OG) doc, Stephan 
Bedoley (EL), 7•2; Scort Nouenaohwonder 

. (SlC) plnnod Andy Fogal (Wotr), 3:29; Eric 
Wagnar (BL} dee, Luke Shepelrl (TC), 14-
3: We-slay Haslam (River) dee, Maurice 
Hines (IC), 4-2. 
OVAC Day Two RB!utts 
Chllmplonshlp Second Round 
103 - Anth6nV Valles (Wair Madonna) 
J)lnned E- ¼rcor (Wollsvlllo},_5;1_2; 
Joo Skoff (SJC) pinned Justin Armann 
(River}, :22; Tim Cumpston (Cameron) 

~nned ~Shonendooh) ;30; 

E!~litml'.'Y, k4· An="=1~ 
Llve,pool) dee. Darrick Caudltl (Beaver}, 
19-6; Jerrod Shaw (Brooks) tech falleo 
Mott Cavonaugh (Steub, Can~, 4:52; 
Abblo Rush (Parle) doc. Robbie Mortin 
(IC), 11-1; Brandon Mlllar (Oak Gian) dee, 
Coray L.eMoster ICaldwatl), 9-2, 
112 - Lucas Huffman {River) olnned 
JusUn Rossiter (Meadowbrook), ;s:l; Jooh 

Gretnor (Brooke! pinned Greg = 
(Edison!, 5:25· Choz Ctork (Bornosvlttti 
dee, Chad Wore JForry),_ 10-3; t.ooan 
Hartle (Jt.i) doc, uotln <,OT1S8BU (Oak 
Glen), 2·1; JusUn Soebach {Caklwell} doc. 
Nots Gossott (UL), 6-4' Jrolan Satdlar 

IMC! loch failed Chris Glaiiiil (Modonna) 
6-2; Scott Bu!'.'!lardner (Parle) ~nneH 

Nick Prendes (WBllsvltlo}, 4:16; 
Nlco(a (SJC) dee, Kanny FurbBB (SlC, , 
17-4, 
119 - Josse Emery (Hamson} olnnod 
Dave Glanessl (Welr). 1 :02; Wlllle Saxton 
(Buckeye) plooed T,J, Glaso~Oak Glen), 
;15; Paul t.icCoy (Beaver) nned Andy 
Lucas (UL/, 2:4B; Jake tea (East 
LIVBrj)OOI) p nned Mott Brown (Beallsville), 
1 :21; Matt Smith (Brooks} - felled Kory 
Walts (Shanandciah), 16-0; Bradv Roth 
IMF) doc, Bryan Crum {Caktwefl), 4-1; 
Kayne Melko. (SJC) dee. i ony Carosiello, 
12-4; Brien Humphrey (Parle) pinned Leo 
Dovlo (JMl, 1 :22, 
125 - Clay Tucker (MF) pinned Ben 
Young _(Staub), H!-3; Ben Caln 
(Meadowbrook) J!jnned Alex Northcraft 
(Tyler), :53; Ryan Turnbull (Buckeye) tech 

felled Brad BIiyeu (Beallovlll~, 16-1i 
Michah Camoboll (Eesl Llvorpool pll,neo 
Shanti Wright (Oak Glen), 5: ; Chris 
Bond (CaklwolQ ·p1nned Brandon Scurlock 

~

Cambrklae), 2:42; Todd Schmatz_, 
Shenandoah) dee. Josh Hoover (Beaver), 
-3; Jona.than McFarland (Brooke) dee. 

Ron Nataon (Parle) 13-0; Jonod Anderoon 
{Bemesville) dee, ~omoo Huff IS.JC!, 13-4, 

130 - Josh Johnson (Indian Creek} -
falled Kally Huohas (Camaron!, 23-1; Tom 
Caroontsr (SJC} dee. Brett Blevins (UL) 
12-2; Grant Ho~! {Beaver) plnne<I 
Jordan Beadle eUsvllle), :5'7; Aaron 
Brown pinned Na e FUfTY (Meadowbrook), 
2:30; Kyte Mull (JM) pinned Kyle Wallace 
(Shadyside), 5:29; Jol<e Becker (St.C) 
pinned JBBBJca WIiiiams (Tylor), 2:4-<!; 
Jesolo Mattan (Oak Gion) plnnod Mon 
stanchlk (Madonna), 3:33; John Potmzzi 
(Buckeye) dee, Gary Dankovlch {Wotr) 4-
3; Bradon Shaw (lliooke) loch lolled t:l11<0 
Ray (Cambrldae), 16-1. 
135 - Zach 'Schullor (Buckeye! plmed 
Josh Leumer (SlC,}, 1 :16; Ryan Ferauson 
(Monroe) pinned John Walker . (East 
Liverpool), 3:10;_ Josh Whoelor 
(Stsu-l doc, ~hewn Durm !Beev•r), 
6-3, OT; D,J, Yoderu (Camofonl dee, Mike 
Aboregg (Boal1svillo), 6-5; Mika Durbln 
(Brooks) pinned George Mi1dao (JMl, 1:36; 
Mike Mamone (MF) dee. Justin Cataldo 
(Wollavll1o), 5-4; Ben Phllllps (Harrtoon) 
pinned Ctir1s Crock {Shanandoah}, 1 :1 6; 
Sean Mcintosh (Oak 13ten) tech fal[ed Roy 
Campbell (River), 16-0, 
140 - Jarrod 1-iopoej (Beaver) tech failed 
Buck Brewer (Magnolia), 21-4; Tony 
Warner \Meadowbrook) pinned Brian 
Leasure Caldweij), :17; Ian WhtttlnAton 

~

Oak Gen) pinned Bryan Blfyeu 
Bea11svllle) 1 :22; Branclon Bruce 
Bellaire) pinned Jesse Young (Weir), 
:54; Thad Crosier (Staub) dee. Larry 

W~ht (Madonna), 1--4; Dustin Richey 
IJ pinned Josh !rJey (Cameron), 
3:4 ; Zee Pandolton (IC dee, Don ciim,I 
(UL!, 9-0; David Durb n (Brooks! do0. 
Luke Warren (Ferry), 15-10;Todcl Hunkier 

\

Barnesville) dee. Billy F.rolllnl 
Shadyside), 11-4. • 
45 - CMs Wilson (MC) loch falled Dols 

FerreU {61. ClalrsvHle), 19-3; Vic Boloona 

!
Harrison) pinned Adam Wadian 
Conolton), 1 :10; Brock Bowman 
Buckeve) pinned Joe Betla.-.:a (Beavor) 

:42; Sfeve Flowers {Oak Glen) ~ 
Adam Weakley (IC), :27i. Dana Davls 
(Brooke) dee. Alex lee fJ~). 12-3; Matt 
Hannahs (st\enandoah) doc, Mltcil Costs 
(E-n), 10-4; Jesse IIWln (Shady-) 
pinned Jesse Jones (MF), 1 :1 S. 
152 - Phil Bnss (Brooks) pinned Mott 
Saxton (Buckeye), :34;._ Ken Baker 
!Harrison) olnnad Holden Hoberts (Tyler), 
2:51; Chrfs Case (SJC) pinned John 
Polvorinl (Stsub, Cantral), 3:30;_ Corey 
Adkins !JM) dee. Jason i::,ahmer 

IBamasvll a}, 7-4; Jeromy Shew (Beaver) 
och felled Kenny Oliver (IC}, 19-2; Jofl 
Casey (Meadowbrook) _p_lnned P.J. 
Vincent (Conotton}, 1:11; Matt Wharton 
(Oak Glen) doc. Daniel Bernl8r (Caldwell), 
4-1; David Beblo (Stsubenvlllo) dee, Jaoon 
Wright IShodvslde)l 4-2, OT, 
160 - bavlcf Bero lno (Buckeye) pinned 
James Beach (Staub), 2; 15; Craig 8levlns 
{UL} tech failed Tyler Klnzy _(Beallsville}, 
0:33; Tvlar Sch1.lmacher (MonrOO) tech 
failed Garrett Ral1tno (00} 16-2; l.ul<o 
Burkhardt (ShacfysTdB) J)lnned . Ryan 
Jakoon (Watfsvlile), 1:16; c;as,,y Rinohart 
(Shenaridoeh) pinned Sam Gieseke 
(Tyler), ~~~~~ Justin Mvers {Harrison) 
i>trinod RU5S811 Kochor (Rfverl, :l:13; lseao 
$tewart (Cameron) Pinned Mike Hepburn 
(Belto/'l>)c 3:51; Kallen Hughoo (IC) dee, 
Luka n1yn (Camb), 9-7, 
171- Bol>by Somsa (Shady) olnnod Vtnco 
Pittman (Beellsvllto), 3:24· James Lyons 

rivllle) pinned Sean McGuire 
Cantral), 2;39; ChrlB Green (Eest 
) plnnod Juottn Cur119 fMoclonnal, 

1 :00; Trent Starkey (IC) p nned Eric 
Vorhies Mhenandoah), 4:56; Jordan 
Wlt1lemo verl pinned Adam Coooer 
(Camown,, :44;, Derek Sofs~k (HC) doo. 
Rhott NOTU1Cren (Oak Glen), 6-0' Jason 
Mooks~lCl dee, Charilo Hanry (Edison), 
6-3; R Olmmerflng (MC) pinned Dusty 
McVsy (U ) 2:19. 
1 B9 - Jarecl W1Ulams (Baavef) tech felled 
Mike Pratt (Harrison), 17-2; Shaun Gnten 

gEast Liverpool) dee. Mike Frolllnl 
Shsdylildo), 16-6L Cory Petta (OG} dee, 
avid ROSS (Stauo), 5-2; Codv Tomlnak 

\
Parle) pinned Clayton Benedicf (Monroo), 
:17; John Hom (Shen} pinned Joel< 

Thon-.ison (Edison}, 4:51~ Scott Antoni!< 

l(Bellelro) pinned Adam 1.,roaier (Tvtor}, 
:26; Daniel Howard (SlC} plnnod J..,. 

McNeely (Tyle!?r) 1 :45;,_~_erek Conrad 

M
Meedowbrocik) nned ~, Cunningham 
Bamesvltle}, 1: 7, 
15 - Adam Hoppel (Beovar} pinned Diel< 

I 
Soland (Beltelre), :55; Eric Rosen (River) 
doc. Bud Horculoo (Parle} 14-0; Chris 
Fankhauser (Edison) p\nnad Gr~ 
McComba (JM), 1 :26; Josh Stansbury (ELI 
olnned Ben Love (Meedow!xook) 3:26; 
B~ Whltohll1 (OG} doc. Brendon Bovlng 
(IC}, 2·1· Brandon HuffrMn (HG) dee, 
Rolph Pelreiii (Stsubt 3-_2; Bred Hannsha 
{Bomesvlllo) dee, Jim UMT1pston (UL!, 7-5; 
Codey Leech (Shenandoah} p/nned Devin 
Duloney (Brool<e} 1:01, 
270 - Koel Devi• (UL) pinned Maurice 
Hines (IC), 4:53; lony Carrothers 
(Karrlson) p/nned l.!Jke Sheoholrl (Tyler} 
3:12; Walifey Haslam (Filver} piniie<l 
Jimmy MoJorio {Wallsvllle), :40; Patrick 
McGlfllen (Oak Glonl pinned Ben W1aB 
(Bemeovflle), :26· Mott DuVall (Beltelre 
olnned Derrick Molnar (Brooke), :37d· 
Michael Price (Cambridge} pinna 
Jeremiah Hlnnarman~Edlson); Erle 
Wagnor Buckeyo Local nned Tony T~ 
Mei \ :29; Scott euenschwandar 

doc. C,J, Manning, 5-51 ,OT Crltsria. 
TION FIRST ROUND 

103 - Denial MIIQ8Tll !Bemeovfllol olnnod 
JUBlln Krulock (UL), ;31 ~ Justin Turnbull 

~

Buc:keye Local) pinned 1.,houncey Green 
Bollolfe), 2:/11; Dustin Daughorty 

Cambrldgo nned Zane Boyd ~Eilfson), 
:34; John p (Martino Forry p1;;;;.;! 

Rashada S enson ~teub, 1: 9. 
112 - Bryon Eortv (Co ) pinned 
nm Nohrtios (StsubeiivlJlo), ;S • Brandon 
Anllll {Cameron) dee. Cola Heintzman 
ffvtor), 12-4, 
l f9 - Josse Stonoklng (Cameron) pinned 
Grant White (Donahue), 2:20; David Bortz 

~

tsub, Central) pinned Zee Hixenbaugh 
Madonna)\e 2:12;Tony Simon 
Steubenvil ) doc, Jerad Booth (Bellalre) 

5; Marvin Benson (Meadowbrook) ~•= Beth Rosen (Monroe) :48; Jacob 
(Indian Creek) loch railed Anthony 

N\cholas (Conotton),. 17-2; Chad Byam 

\
River} pinned N~k Oben:fk:I< (SlC), 3:27. 
25 - Noah O'Noll ICameroil) dee, Eric 

Zuzak (SlCl, 13-5; Paul Simmons (JM} 
dee. Oavkl B1awut (Harrison), a-1 • Jared 
Ward ~Monroe) pfnned Kevin Ingram 
(Edison , 2:49, 
130 - alt Hale (SteubenvUle) pinned BIiiy 
Henthorn (Mognol1o), 2:31; Mott Komp 

ISCC) lecti faired Chris Davis (Cakfwell), 
6-0; Matt Aberegg (Meadowbrook} doc, 

Dean Hornbeck, OT crtterla 
135 - Shane Watters (IC) pinned Tony 
V~a (Mag), 1 :35, John Perl<o (Bettalro} 
pinned Chris MIKUia (Wair. Madonna), 
3:55; Jooob Lackman \Shadyatde} doc, 
Isaiah Rider (Tyler), 1-2; Kyle King 

, (Bamssvlllal pinned Nick Zombon (Steut:i. 
CentraJ), :4~; Tyler Love (Meadowbrook.) 
plnned Monica Dayne • {Park), 1 :39; 
Brandon Varner (Wair) pinned James 
Gyanes (Edison), :4bj__ Zach Hupp 
(Caldwell) pinned u1ay Teague 
(Cambridge), 1:34; Evan Lellhort (Park) 
doc, Jason Joneo (MF), OT Crltorie. 
140 - Brad Brooks (SlC,) dee, Zoch 
Cumpston (UL), 13-3; Schorr (Donahue) 
wins by forfolt; Phllltoo (Buck8)'11l pinned 
Jordan {IC), 1 :3'5; Alan Buzzard 

£
Wellsville) wins by forfell; Smith 
Shenandoah) dee. Butler (East 
lval'J)O:l?ll, 11-0; Garvln {Cambridge) 

pinned Wlntsr~Rtver), 2:51; Kandlo (Park) 
dee, Mortin (T er), 9-2. • 
145 - Jim nk (Park) pinned Adam 
Canella (Staub. Central), :48; Jimmy 
Jones (Saallsville) tech felled Justln 
l.aFOTTBSI (Cameron}, 17·1.;_M_lks ,Merl<:o 
{Wair) dee, Robbv Nixon (""'""""lie!, 4-
l; Josh Pevton (Meodowtirook) dee, Ron 
Scott (Eaot1.lveri>ool}, 9-0 .. 
152 - Lul<e SUie!< (BellalrB) olnned David 
Datku\lak (River), ;5,4•\ l.!Jko Bumblco (MF) 
olnned Don Dlanooo (Wair!, 2:22· Chris 
Benedict, (Monroe) dee Adam Glboon 
(Park}, 6-3; Jaoon Randolph (East 
Uv,arpool) doc, Jon Kinney (Beailavlllo), 9-
~i.9!i'BY Hughes {Cameron) pinned Marl< 
MCCort (Edison), 4:12;__,, " 
160 - Corey Archer (..,..,v,alll doc, Adam 
B<>eece \IBrooke), 4-3· Matt Beltez 

~

{Oonahue ~nned John Rossiter 
Meadowbrook, 2:s1; Justin Provenzano 
MFJ pinned n Monlgomory (Staub, 
onlral), 4:01· Jesoe M"ealrovlc (Perk) 

pinned Nick 'roth (St.C), :25; A!lQalO 
Magnone (Welr/ pinned Aaron Carter 

gEast Uverpoo ), 2:17; Chris Norrie 
Beavor) - Shawn Simmons (JM)1 9-6; 
avid Jones (Conotton) tech farted J9S88 

Kalfy (SJC), 25-9;Wlll Marroufls (Edloon) 

p1nnod Adam Zuf<atr I~~'2'L"!/1_~:52, 
171 -Bol>by Scurlock 11..u,~_'"11") pinned 
Shona Chui< (MF), 4:36; Shawn Kll!ll 
(Bomesvl11e) J)lnned Zech Moore (JM), 
2:41; Mott (Jglo (Caldwell} Dinned Tod<! 
Krasever (Park), 2:68; Eric S~ns 
(Rlvorl ofnnod Aoron OWlngs (Wair , :44; 
Josh White (Indian Creal<) ptnn Dan 

See, RESULTS, Page D5 
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Like father, like son: 
• Union Local junior standout Koel Davia tries to match father's OVAC championship 

By SETH STASKEY 
1lmes Leader Sports Writer 

Like father like son. 
That is the motto for Union Local 

head wrestling coach Joel Davia and his 
son Koe! Davia as the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Tournament moves 
into its third and final day. 

If Koe! - a junior 275 pounder - is 
able to secure two more victories in the 
tournament, it will be an even happier 
evening in the Davia household. 

Two more wins would give Koe! his 
first OV AC title to go along with the 
state crown he won a season ago. 

Keel's father will also have his time 
in the limelight when the OV AC tourna­
ment recognizes its 25-year reunion 
which includes Davia, a 1978 graduate 
of Cacliz High and an OV AC champion 
at 15 5 pounds. 

Winning the gold medal in Columbus 
last Februrary was one of Koe!' s finest 
moments, but capturillg the conference 
hardware tonight would definitely rank 
near the top. 

"I have been coming to this tourna­
ment since I was like two years old," 
Davia remarked. "The state title last year 
was really something special, but this is 
the tournament I want to win." 

,_Kocl,fknoWBGnonc,~of<'"IJJS"'successcs" 
would be possible if it weren't for his 
dad and coach. • 

''My dad pushes me pretty ·bard," 
Koe! noted. "But, without .him. I would­
n't be able to do nearly as well as I do. 
He works me bard, but bas meant every­
thing to me." 

Since dad already bas an OV AC gold 
medal and finished second in the state on 
two different occasions, there are some 

• Results 
Contlnued from Page D4 

Better !Donahue), 1:45. 
189 - lgny Palmer (Conotton} pinned John Skinner 
(B&a]tsvlll~J, 4:10; Jahn Orainl (Staub. Central) dee. 
Steve Blake (Cameron), 3-?i James Harris (Beaver) 
Pinned BIU Maxwell (Caldwell). 1 :37. 
216 - Mario Bamebel (Madonna) dee, Logan Kochler 
(Beallsvllla)L 6-1i.Mett Elson (Cameron) Pinned 
Tommy Yono, ,.,.; Jerad Chandler ICambrldoe) 

-~nnecf David Hart (Caktwell), 4:11; Mike Gassler 
rvJer) dee. Jared MosU (Staub. Central) 7-4. 
75 - Mike Ster ISteuberwllle[Snned Kevin 

Stokes l~~f!~lla , :27· Lucas Michael Shenandoah! 
pinned ITM Kl (MM, ~Bli waaver 
Plnned C(J_MJ.) dec.ontgomery61S b~P· S~)ntrall, 'w ; CgreyF 
Ebbert l<ev1n I !au w• • 4-0; es atty 
{Donahue) pinned Jeramlah erer (Meadowbrook), 
2:23. 
CONSOLATION 2ND ROUND 
103 - Corey LeMasters (Caldwell) dee. Bryan 
Scammel (SLC), 5-1; Maft Cavanaugh (Steub. 
Cantrel) pinned John C()U!l IMF), 4:32; Derrick Caudill 
IBeaverl Isch failed Jeff Tricia (Shadys!del. 4:24; 
Justln turnbull (Buckeye) pTrinod Justin AATl8.fln 
IRlverl, :29; Daniel Mooers (Barnes) pinned Brandon 
Fry !Shenandoah), :45: Robbie Martin (IC) plooed 
Jessica Peck (Tyle"ri, :65; Dustin Daugt,erty 
ICambrl_dB•I plnnea Selh E~ck (J~,.:40; Eddie 
Men::ar (Wellsville) pinned K~Tlppla MOrlfOB), :30. 
112- Justin Ganeau (Oak Glen) plnn Matt Walker 
(East Uyerpool), 1 :34j,_ Nick FJrendes (Wellsville) 

~

Inned Rich Hes\oo lt>8llalre), 1:47~ Bryan Eartv 
Ga.rnbf1dge) pit:lned Greg Ramsey (Edison), 4:42: 
enny Furoee (St,C} dee, llmv Webb (CVl, 7./J)• C!lad 

Ware (MF) dee. B9bbY Morris (Staub. Centra , 6-0; 
Luke Hoppel (Beaver) dee. Justin Koaslter 
(Meadowbrook), 10.0; Srandon Antill (Cameron) 
pinned Chris Gianni (MadOMa) 1 :43; 
119 - Kory Welte (Shenandoah~ Dinned Steven Jones 
(Tyler). :1ll; Lee Doyle \JMI pfnned Jacob Gasser 
(Indian Creek), 2:47; Nee Ckissett (UL) tech failed 

bragging rights at the dinner table. 
"My dad te~ me about his title. some­

times," Davia sald. "But, I got the state 
title and be bas two sliver medals at the 
state, so I got one up on him." 

"I do get on him about the OVAC title 
at times," Joel explained. "I use it as 
motivation for him, but be always brings 
up the state meet" 

If Koe! and Joel were to go head-to­
bead today, it would be an interesting 
match, but the Jets' bead coach thinks 
his son might be able to get him. 

"We don't have a lot of big guys, so 
at practice I am usually his partner," 
Coach Davia explained. "If he was able 
to get on top of me, I might ·have some 
trouble getting out from underneath 
him." -

Koe! will try to reach the finals today 
at noon when be locks horns with 
Bellalre senior Matt Du Vall. 

Koe! was a man in the opening two 
rounds of the tournament, grabbing a 13-
second pin over Martins Ferry's Bobby 
Kittle. In Friday morning's second 
round, Davia posted a pin of Indian 
Creek's Maurice Hines in 4:53. 

The Jet junior reached the semifinals 
by recording a 5-1 decision over 
!IJJcJ,eyc Local' s Eric. Wagner.. .. 

On the other half of the 2 7 5-pound 
bracket, Harrison Central's Tony 
Carrothers, last year's runnerup in the 
same class, will meet Cambridge's 
Michael Price. 

"Koci knows he will have to wrestle 
well if be wants to win this title," Joel 
Davia explained. "We are hoping to use 
this tournament as a foundation for the 
post season because there is a lot of good 
competition here." 

T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 

UNION Local Junior· standout Koel Davia (right) battles Buckeye Local's Eric 
Wagner during action Friday night In the OVAC Wrestling Tournament at the 
Wheeling Civic Center. Davia Is In search of an OVAC title to go with his Ohio 
state championship. 

Matt Emery (ICI. 21-6; Tqny Carosiello IWellsvlUal 
-ed Maivtn Benson;.M•-J, 2:14; Mott 
Brown ~Beallsville) nned Jesse Stoneking 
iCameron.__1_k')L!·J. lass ~al< Glen) dee. Srail 
Bertublo ~LIUIK.l\;IB 11-2; en Crum Caldwell) 
pinned Chad Byers 11uver1. 4:2 ; David g:,,\i (staub. 
Central/ Dinned Dave Gfanessl !Wair), 4:37; Tony 
Stmoo Sleubl dee. Andv Lucas (UL), 7-4. 
125 - Sen Young (Sfeub) Plnned Shawn Gillette 
ISteub. Contra)), :29; Josh Hoover (Beaver) Pimed 
Jeremlah Webii (Conoltonl, 2:02; James Htiff IS.JC) 
dee. Rich Beresi:hlk (Wel\svll~, 14-7·Noah Cl"Nelll 
Cameron) dee. ·Micah C II E( • B-7; Ron 

~elson (Park} Isch failed Jared an!(~\, 17•2;:rony 
Mayle (ICI plrmed Bred Bteu (Beallsvlllel, 1 :44; 
Brehdori Sci.Jrtock (Gamerori dee, Paul Simmons 

~

M}, B-4i_Brucs Swa!le (Bell } dee. Alex Northcraft 
fvler), 1<·10, 
SlJ - Kelly Hughes (Cameron) Plnned James White 

IHarrlsoni 1:44i"Matt Hele !Staub} pinned Kyle 
Wallace ,,ae), 4:25; M'tke Ra Cambridge} 

~

nned ~rpenter I8JC)1 2:2~ ~att Kemp 
SlsUb. Central! dee. Matt Sfancnlk (l,la<lonnal, 14-1: 
ery Dankovchik (Weir} tech faJled Evan Lilffheil 

!Park}, 17-0; Matt Abe@gg IBeel!svilla) p)nned Jessica 
Wlriams (Tylar),j35j_~!\""fon McCoit (Bellelru} dee. • 
Neta Funy (M_e!lOOWD(OOfl:), 5,,3. 
135 - Mike Abaregg (Beallsville) tech felled Shane 
Wailers (IC}, 16-1; John Welker (Easl Liverpool! 
P!nnad John Wilson (UL), 1 :38; Geor~e Mikles JJM 
pinned Tyler Love (Meadowbrook 1 :34; osh 
Lauener {SLC_,) dee. John Perko Bella/rel, 3•2; 
Shawn Dunn (Beaver) pinned Zack .Hupp (Caldwe]f)I 
2:49; Jacob Lackman IShedyslde~dec. Roy Campbel 
River), 144· Jason Workman River) dee. Jordan 

Gaadle (Welfsvillo), 6-2; Justln ataldo (WellSVille) 
dee. Brandon Varner {Weir), 1fl.7; Kyle King 

\
Barnesville) -ed Chris Crock (Shenandoilh),_4i2_1. 
40 - Rick Brewer (Meonolial pinned Tyler """°" 

(Donahue), :32; L.any Wright (Madonna) pinned Matt 

Stacy IWeUsvllle), 1:5§; Albert Phllll~ (Buckeye) 

e llrlan Leasure ICeldwe=I, 2:42· 8'y1'n Bllveu 
svllfel dee. Jake t'.3arvln ( e), 6-3; S"rad 

(S(C) dee. Jesgg Young (Weir, 16-9' Josh 
Whlokey (Cameron) pinned Krfs Bayne (Staub. 
Cenlral) 1 :43; Blllv Frolllnf (Shadyside) pinned Zach 
Kandis '/park"j; i5l!j· Luke Warren (MF) dee. Nathan 
Smllh (~, 6-5. 
145 - Mitch Cosla IEdlaon~i -ed Jimmy Jones 

sville ;64· Jim Zink erkl o ed Dan Can'el 
~ 3:28; he1e Ferrell ISL !el= pinned Gordon 
W~ ... I~}, 1 :SO; Joe Bellanca (Beaver) dee. 
Andru Dudley (Steuben~lle), 15-5; Juan H'll(pOf 
{Coldwell) pinned Adam W-y (Ty!er)1 3:16; Alex 
Lee (JM) dee. Josh Peylon IMeadowbrOOK/._ 4~2: Alan 
Buzzard (llt'.ellsvillel p_lnned Adam Wadlan liOflotton), 
4:55; Mike Mertco (Weir) dee. Jesse Jones (MF), 10: 
5. 
152 - Chrts Benedict (Monroe) _plnned P.J. Vincent 
IConotton). :41; Luke Bumblco (Ml Pimed Holden 
Roberts (Tyler), 2:12; Jason Wnght Shadysi<!e) dee. 
Jason Ranoo!(lh (East Uv81))C191). 11· ; Jasoo Sahmer 
(Barnesville) dee. Ben Ray (Cambrldoe}, &3· Casey 
Hughes (Cemoronl dee. Kenny Ol!ver 11cl. 13-4; 
Daniel Bander (Caldwell) dee. [uke Sulek (t:lellalre, 
13-5; John Potv8flnl {Steub. Central) dee. Darin KirtQ 
IMall')Olfal. 6-4; Matt Saxton (BL} pinned Robbie 
Rossiter (Shenandoah}. 3:08. 
160 - Garrett Railing (Oak Glen) dee. Will Marroulls 
(Edison}, 13-3; C!llis Norris feaver} pinned Rvan 
Jackson (Wellsville}. 1 :38; T Klnzy (Beellsvllle} 

~

nned Matt Better (Donanue 4:15; James Beach 
Staub) dee. Angelo Magnone elr) 10-2; Luke Hktl 
Csmbrl e) dee. Corny Archer Caldwell), 10.~; 
ussell ~ocher (River) plnneJ David Jones 

IConotton). 1 :22· Sam Gieseke (Tyler) plrmeed Justin 
Provenzano (M~1-..3:44; Mike HQJi>um (Bellaire) dee, 
J&558 Mestrovlc t-'ark), 7--6. 
171 - Dusty cVay (UL) pinned John Beemer 
(Conotton), f:43; Shawn King (Barnesville) pblned 

Justin Curtla (Madonna), 2:20; Challle Henry IELI 
olnned Bobbv Scurlock (Cambridge), 3:52; Rhett 
NorthcrattJ (0 ak Glen) pinned Jimmy Hetmlck 
(Maanolla}. :36; Adam Coooer (Cameron) dee. Eric 
Steptlens (River), 10.Ri.._ Sean Maguire (Staub. 
Central) plMed JOsh vvnlte [Iyler). :12; Nalhan 
Loughman (Brooke) dee. Vince Pltlman (Beallsvllte), 
8;,2\ ,E:rtc Vorhies (Shenandoah) dee. Matt Ogle 
(l,BIOWe]f), 2-0. 
1B9 - Mike Frolllnl (Shadyside) pinned Justin 
Younciak (Brooke), 1:31; Adam Cowser (IC) pinned 
Matt Hirkafa (Madonna), :5~ Tony Palmer (C'.oootton) 
-ed Corv Coonlngham (oamesv1I1el, 2:17; Clayton 
Bened~t (MC} pinned Justin Brttnsll igamb<ldge~, 
3:48; Oa~d Ross (Steub) dee. Robert Oldfleld River , 
11•3; Josh Ewing IJMI pinned Mike Pratt (He\, 4:54; 
John Orsfnl (Staub Central) dee, Jeck Thompson 
(Edison), 2-1; Jesse McNeely (Tyler) plnned James 
Harris !Buckeye), 1 :50. 
215 - l:lrandon Sovlna (Indian Creek) olnned Richard 
CampPell (Conotton), :36; Dick Soland (Beltalre) 
Plnned Brian Tibbs !Buckeye Local}, 3:30; Raloli 
Pelrella (Staub) dee. Matt Elson (Cameron7:1 s.e; Mike 
Gassler (Tyler pinned Greg McComb• JM}, 1 :54; 
Ben Love (MeadaNbrook) pinned Mike ey (Weir), 
:22; Buel Hercules (Paik) pinned Mano Bamabel 
(Madonna}. :23· Devin Dulaney (Brooke} Plnood Brian 
Fisher (Wellsville), 3:42,· Jim Co!fl!)Slon !Union Local) 
Dinned Jerad Chandler Cambridge), 1:45. 
275 - Maurice Hines (IC) pinned Bruno Manypenny 
(Madonna), 4:20•

1 
am Beefxiut (BBBvar) Dinned Jimmy 

Malone (Wensvll •i• :52; Mike Snyder iSlsUb) Plnneo 
TonyTt (Monroe , :10; Luke Sh!he!ll pinned Corey 
Ebbert JM), 3:40: Andy F elr dee. Derrick 
Molnar Brooke), 5-3j__!.Ucas~lc ael lShenl Dinned 
Sen Wlae ISemes). ;;,a;_ Slephan Badalev (E.l) dee. 
Jeremiah Hinerman {E:dlsdn), 9•7; t;,J. MannlflQ 
(Cameron} tech lolled Wee Fetty (Donahue), 17·2. 


