
OVAC Soccer All-Star• 
Games Wednesday 
at Wheeling Jesuit 
FOR THE TIMES LEADER 

The Ohio Valley's top soccer seniors will be closing out their high school careers Wednesday night when Wheeling Jesuit University hosts the annual OV AC All-Star Soccer Classic doubleheader. 
Action gets under way at 5:30 p.m. on LaRosa Field with the eighth annual girls' all-star game. The ninth annual boys' classic will follow at approximately 7:45 p.m. 
The format remains unchanged with the OVAC girls having been split into two equal teams, Red and Blue, while the boys will continue with the West Virginia-Ohio format. 

The Buckeye State boys will once again have a little added incentive as last year's win by West Virginia was the eighth straight for the Mountain Slaters. Ohio has never won an OV AC boys' soccer all-star game. • 
Hoping to help the Buckeye Staters change their ·luck Wednesday night will be the three-man coaching staff of Ed Vescovi (Edison), Jason Congo (Beaver Local) and Brian Scarpone (Steubenville). 

Coaching the West Virginia boys will be Dave Coutts (Linsly), Jim Hartle (Jolin Marshall) and Eric Fries (Brooke). 
The Blue Team coaches for the girls' team are Russ Hutchins (Wheeling Park), Cindy Lawther (John Marshall) and Albert Provenzano (Steubenville) while the Red Team will be guided by Melissa Crago (Beaver Local), Jim Truax (Weir) and Hannaoui Taofik (Brooke). 

Teams will be on the field for warmups at 5 p.m. for the girls' game, which will be followed by a brief awards ceremony before the boys begin their warmups. 
The boys' awards ceremony will close out the festivities· shortly after 9 p.m. 
All youth soccer players aged 12-and-under who wear their soccer team's jersey to the game will be admitted free as long as they are accompanied by an adult. 

Blue Team 
Coaches 

GIRLS 

~J..1lt_~ 
I 

Steub. Central; 17-Natalle Wheeler, Wheeling Parl< 
Red Team 

Coaches 1 

Melissa Crago, Beaver Loca;· i Jim Truax, Weir; Hannaoul Taofik, Brooke 
Players 

1-Lisa Costello, Weir; 2-Sarah Payne, East Liverpool; 3-Meghan Harpold, Weir; 4-Marla Myers, Brooke; 5°Erln , Leddy, Wheeling Park; 6-Abby / Hale, Beaver Local; 7-Katle Przybysz, Wheeling Central; 8- , Kara Wenger, SL Clairsville; 9-Son la Santacroce, Steub. Central; 10-Patrfce Osovlch, Sl Clalrsvllle; 11-Allcla Perri, Weir; 12-Jen Larch, Weir; 13-Casey Kunkel, Oak Glen; 14"Megan Larch, Weir; 15-Heather Smith, Beaver Local; 16-Amanda Long, Magnolia; 17-Stacy Galloway, Brooke; 18-Mary Orban, Indian Creek 
BOYS 

West Virginia 
Coaches 

Dave Coutts, Llnsly; Jim Hartle, John Marshall; Eric • Fries, Brooke 
Plarers 

-Brandon Regan, Unsly; 2-Stephen Kiefer, Weir; 3-Mlke . Gaydosh, Wheeling Park; 4-Joey Burkland, Wheeling Park; 5-John Paletta, Oak Glen; 6-Jake Mozney, Unsly; 7-Austln Byers, Llnsly; a-Cory Wilson, Weir; 9-Nalh&n Dilorenzo, Wheeling Park; 10-Chris Blair, Weirton Madonna; 11-Bo, Zyznewsky, Llnsly; 12-Joe i Lounder, Weir; 13-Aaron , Wargo, Brooke; 14-Ed Craft,. John Marshall; 15-Dan Farris, Brooke; 16-John Mclane, Brooke; 17-Kevln McConnell, . Wheeling Park; 18-Luke Hladek, Wheeling Park; 19-Rasto Kret, Unsly 
Ohio 
Coaches 

Ed Vescovi, Edison; Jason r.nnnn A,u:aHor I ,..,....,,. 0 .. 1--



The ninth annual boys' classic ~ 
will follow at approximately Steub. Central; 17-Natalie 7

:
4
,;tfc;m. format remains Wheeler, Wheeling Park 

Red Team unchanged with the OV AC girls Coaches 
having been split into two equal Melissa Crago, Beaver Loca; 
teams, Red and Biue, while the Jim Truax, Weir; Hannaoui 
boys will continue with the West Taofik, Brooke 
Virginia-Ohio format. Players 

The Buckeye State boys will 1-Lisa Costello, Weir; 2· 
once again have a little added Sarah Payne, East Liverpool; 
incentive as last year's win by 3-Meghan Harpold, Weir; 4-
West Virginia was the eighth Maria Myers, Brooke; 5-Erin 
straight for the Mountain Slaters. Leddy, Wheeling Park; 6-Abby 

Ohio has never won an Hale, Beaver Local; 7-Katie 
OV AC boys' soccer all-star Przybysz, Wheeling Central; 8-
game. Kara Wenger, St. Clairsville; 9-

Hoping to help the Buckeye Sonia Santacroce, Staub. 
Slaters change their Juck Central; 10-Patrlce Osovlch, St. 
Wednesday night will be the Clairsville; 11-Alicia Perri, Weir; 
three-man coaching staff of Ed 12-Jen Larch, Weir; 13-Casey V • (Ed' ) J c Kunkel, Oak Glen; 14•Megan escov, ,son • ason ongo Larch, Weir; 15-Heather Smith, (Beaver Local) and Brian 
Scarpone (Steubenville). Beaver Local; 16-Amanda 

Coaching the West Virginia Long, Magnolia; 1 ?-Stacy Galloway, Brooke; 18-Mary boys will be Dave Cout_ts Orban, Indian Creek · (Linsly), Jim Hartle (John BOYS 
Marshall) and Eric Fries West Virginia 
(Brooke). Coaches 

The Blue Team coaches for Dave Coutts, Linsly; Jim 
the girls' team are Russ Hutchins Hartle, John Marshall; Eric 
(Wheeling Park), Cindy Lawther Fries, Brooke 
(John Marshall) and Albert Players 
Provenzano (Steubenville) while 1-Brandon Regan, Linsly; 2-
the Red Team will be guided by Stephen Kiefer, Weir; 3-Mike 
Melissa Crago (Beaver Local), Gaydosh, Wheeling _Park; 4-
Jim Truax (Weir) and Hannaoui Joey Burkland, Wheeling Park; 
Taofik (Brooke). 5-John Paletta,. Oak Glen; ?· 

Teams will be on the field for . Jake Mo~ney, Lmsly; 7-~ustm 
warmups at 5 p.ni. for the girls' Bye_r~, Lmsly; 8-Cory WIison,. 
game, which will be followed by Weir, _9-Nathan DIL~renzo, 
a brief awards ceremony before Wh~elmg Park; 10-Chns. Blair, . . Weirton Madonna; 11-Bo the boys begm the1r warmups. Zyznewsky Linsly· 12-Joe 

. The boys' awards cer~"!~ny_ Lounder, Weir; 1'3-Aaron 
Will close out the fesliv1t1es Wargo, Brooke; 14-Ed Craft, 
shortly after 9 p.m. • John Marshall· 15-Dan Farris 

All youth soccer players aged Brooke· 1 a-john Mclane' 
12-and-under who wear their Brooke-' 17-Kevin McConnell' 
soccer team's jersey to the game Wheeli'ng Park; 18-Luke 
will be admitted free as long as Hladek, Wheeling Park; 19-
they are accompanied by an Rasto Kret, Linsly 
adult. Ohio 

GIRLS Coaches 
Blue Team 
Coaches 

Russ Hutchins, Wheeling 
Park; Cindy Lawther, John 
Marshall; Albert Provenzano, 
Steubenville 
Players 

1-Keri Phillips, Weir; 2-
Llndsey Pastorius, Wheeling 
Central; 3-Sarah Mills, Edison; 
5-Stephanie Bergstrom, John 
Marshall; 6-Katie Mills, Weir; 7-
Jill Holloway, Llnsly; 8-Ashley 
Provenzano, Ste.ubenville; 9-
Mary Claire Nehrbas, 
Steubenville; 10-Erin Coutts, 
Llnsly; 11-Ashley Adamovich, 
Wheeling Park; 12-Mandy 
DiPasquale, Brooke; 13-
Meredith Coyne, Wheeling 
Central; 14-Maddie Lawther, 
Jotin Marshall; 15-Kara 
Blacker, Linsly; 16-Jen Yasho, 

Ed Vescovi, Edison; Jason 
Congo, Beaver Local; Brian 
Scarpone, Steubenville 
Players 

1-Jlmmy Groff, Beaver 
Local; 2-Jamie Miller, 
Cambridge; 3-Carlo 
Cammllletti, Steub. Central; 4-
Andrew Danaher, Staub. 
Central; 5-Jared Zlrillo, East 
Liverpool; 6-Mike Davis, East 
Liverpool; 7-Joe Ramirez, 
Edison; a-Jordan Pleniazek, 
Edison; 9-Cody Sutton, Edison; 
10-Chris Bomely, Edison; 11-
Thanh Tran, Edison; 12-Dale 
Ferrell, St. Clairsville; 13-Erik 
Brown, St. Clairsville; 14-Mike 
Fatula, Steubenville; 15-Ben 
Almeida, Steubenville; 16-John 
Delaney, Steubenville; 17-Sam 
Vuchenich, Steubenville; 18-
Jacob Joseph, Brooke 



Ohio boys· win OVAC s·occer tilt 
FOR THE TIMES LEADER 

THE OHIO Boys All-Star soc­
cer team had a first Wednesday 
night 

A win in the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference All Star 
game. 

Ohio defeated West Virginia 
1-0 in the eighth annwtl contest 
at LaRosa Field on the campus 
of Wheeling Jesuit University. 

Beaver Local's Jimmy Groff, 
the offensive player of the game 
for Ohio, scored the only goal, of 
the game with just over six min­
utes remaining in the fourth 
quarter as the Buckeye boaters 
claimed their first win of the 
series. 

But not without a little help 
from West Virginia. 

Ohio didn't have any eligible 
senior goalkeepers available to 
play Wednesday night so the 
Buckeyes wound up "borrowing" 
E;rooke High netminder Jacob 
Joseph. 

Joseph faced a steady West 
Virginia attack throughout the 
night but came up with key saves 
against some of the valley's top 
offensive strikers to raise the All­
Star trophy along with his Ohio 
teammates. 

"Jacob was fantastic In the 
goal," said Edison and Ohio 
coach Ed Vescovi in reviewing 
Joseph's 15-save performance. 
• "We didn't have any keepers 
this year so West Virginia 
offered and we asked who was 
the closest keeper to Edison, 
because that's where we were 
practicing." 

After being outshol and domi­
nated for much of the first half 
Vescovi and his coaching staff 
felt they were fortunate to stlll 
be in a scoreless tie after the first 
40 minutes. 

Knowing that one goal might 
well make the difference, Ibey 
talked to their attackers about 
swinging the ball wide to stretch 
the West Virginia defense in 

•Jing, w.va. -Thursday, May 22, 2003 

All-Stars on the run 

,:;~I"~ 

J~':i:,tt 

>, 

hopes of creating better scoring on the goal that gave Blue a 3-2 
chances. lead and scored the goal that put 

"This is the nature of soccer .. Team Blue on top, 4-3, before 
Sometimes you can outshoot the Costello netted the equalizer. 
other team and control the other East Liverpool's Sarah Payne 
team and still lose," said Linsly had a goal and an assist for Team 
boys coach and West Virginia Red. 
mentor Dave Coutts. Jen Yasho of Steubenville 

"You have to give Ohio credit Central scored for the Blue team 
Theydidagreatjob." and St. Clairsville's Kara 

GIRLS Wenger added a goal for the 
Blue 4, Red 4 Red team." 

At Wheeling Jesuit, Weir High East Liverpool's Nicole Fiest 
striker Lisa Costello notched two netted the other goal for the Blue 
goals, including the game-tying team. 
score with I :29 remaining to "There were a lot of kids with 
give the Red team the tie in the a lot of skill in this game," said 
seventh annual girls all-star con- Wheeling Park and Team Blue 
test coach Russ Hutchins. 

While Costello led the way for "All of these kids played like 
her team, it was John Marshall's it was their last high school 
Maddie Lawther that led the. game." 
Blue squad with two goals and Weir coac)l Jim Truax echoed 
an assist. Hutchins' sentiments. 

Lawther, who has signed to "I've done this four times and 
play Division I soccer at this is one of the best girls games 
Youngstown State, s.cored the we've had." 
first goal of the game, assisted 

SPORTS 

Photo by 
Alex Kozlowski 

Team West 
Vlr!;Jlnla's Chris 
Blair, of Weirton 
Madonna! left, and 
Team Oh o's Mike 
Fatula, of 
Stebenvllle, chase 
down the ball 
during Wednes­
day's OVAC boys 
All-Star soccer 
game at Wheeling 
Jesuit University. 

The Ohio boys 
held on for a 1-0 
victory, their first 
win In the history of 
this series. 



HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER ---------

OV AC All-Star Games on Tap. ( 

Wheeling Jesuit hosts doubleheader Wednesday 
The Ohio Valley's top soccer seniors will be closing out their high school careers Wednesday night when Wheeling Jesuit University hosts the annual OV AC All-Star Soccer Classic cfoublehead-

Congo (Beaver Local) and Brian Scarpone (Steubenville). 
Coaching the West Virginia boys will be Dave Coutts (Linsly), Jim Hartle (John Marshall) and er. 

Eric Fries (Brooke). Action gets under way at 5:30 
p.m. on LaRosa Field with the 
eighth annual girls' all-star game. 

The ninth annual boys' classic 
will follow at approximately 
7:45p.m. 

The format remains 
unchanged with the OV AC girls C having been split into two equal OV,i\ teams, Red and Blue, while the 
boys will continue with the West 
Virginia-Ohio format. s □ c The Buckeye State boys will 
once again have a little added 

C E R 

warmups. 

The Blue Team coaches for the 
girls' team are Russ Hutchins 
(Wheeling Park), Cindy Lawther 
(John Marshall) and Albert Provenzano (Steubenville) while 
the Red Team will be guided by 
Melissa Crago (Beaver Local), 
Jim Truax (Weir) and Hannaoui 
Taofik (Brooke). 

Teams will be on the 
field for warmups at 5 p.m. for the girls' game, which will be 
followed by a brief awards cere-mony before the boys begin their incentive as last year's win by West Virginia was the eighth straight for the Mountain Slaters. Ohio has never won an OV AC boys' soccer all­

The boys' awards ceremony will close out the festivities shortly after 9 p.m. star game. 
Hoping to help the BuckeY.e Slaters change their luck Wednesday night will be the three-man coaching staff of Ed Vescovi (Edison), Jason 

All youth soccer players aged 12-and-under who wear their soccer team's jersey to the game will be admitted free as Jong as they are accompa­nied by an adult. 

NlJMERICAL ROSTERS 
BOYS 
Ohio 

Coaches 
Ed Vescovi, Edison; Jason Congo, 

Beaver Local; Brian Scarpone, Steubenville 
Players 

1-Jlmmy Groff, BeaVer Local; 2-Jamle Miller, Cambridge; 3-Carlo Cammll!etti, Staub. Central; 4-Andrew Danaher, Staub. Central; 5.Jared Zirll­lo, East Liverpool; 6-Mike Davis, East Liverpool; 7-Joe Ramirez, Edison; a­Jordan Plenlazek, Edison; 9-Cody Sut­ton, Edison; 10-Chris Bomely, Edison; 11-Thanh Tran, Edison; 12-Dale Fer­
rell, St. Clairsville; 13-Erik Brown, St. 
Clairsville; 14-Mike Fatula, Steube­
nville; 15-Ben Almeida, Steubenville; 16-John Delaney, Steubenville; 17-Sam Vuchenlch, Steubenvllle; 18-Jacob Joseph, Brooke 

West Virginia 
Coaches 

Dave Coutts, Llnsly; Jim Hartle, 
John Marshall; Eric Fries, Brooke 

Players 
1 -Brandon Regan, Llnsly; 2-Stephen Kiefer, Weir; 3-Mike Gay­

dosh, Wheeling Park; 4-Joey Burkland, 
Wheeling Park; 5-John Paletta, Oak 
Glen; 6-Jake Mozney, Llnsly; 7-Austln 
Byers, Llnsly; a-Cory Wilson, Weir; 9-Nathan Dilorenzo, Wheeling Park; 10-Chris Blair, Weirton Madonna; 11-Bo Zyznewsky, Linsly; 12-Joe Lounder, 
Weir; 13-Aaron Wargo, Brooke; 14-Ed Craft, John Marshall; 15-Dan Farris, 8rc;'Oke; 16-John Mclane, Brooke; 17-
Kevin McConnell, Wheeling Park; 18-

Luke Hladek, Wheeling Park; 19-Rasto Kret, Llnsly 

••• GIRLS 
Blue Team 
Coaches 

Russ Hutchins, Wheeling Park; Cindy Lawther, John Marshall; Albert Provenzano, Steubenville 
Players 

1-Kerl Phillips, Weir; 2-Llndsey Pastorius, Wheeling Central; 3-Sarah Mills, Edison; 5-Stephanie Bergstrom, John Marshall; a-Katie Mills, Weir: 7-
JIII Holloway, Llnsly: a-Ashley Proven­zano, Steubenville; 9-Mary Claire Nehrbas, Steubenville; 10-Erin Coutts, 
Llnsly; 11 ·Ashley Adamovlch, Wheel­
ing Park; 12-Mandy DiPasquale, Brooke; 13-Meredllh Coyne, Wheeling Central; 14-Maddie Lawther, John Marshall; 15-Kara Blacker, Linsly; 16-

Jen Yasho, Staub. Central; 17-Natalle Wheeler, Wheeling Park 
Red Team 
Coaches 

Melissa Crago, Beaver Loca; Jim Truax, Weir; Hannaoul Taofik, Brooke 
Players 

1-Lisa Costello, Weir; 2-Sarah Payne, East Liverpool; 3-Meghan Har­pold, Weir; 4-Maria Myers, Brooke; 5-
Erin Leddy, Wheeling Park; 6·Abby Hale, Beaver Local; 7-Katie Przybysz, Wheeling Central; a-Kara Wenger, St. Clalrsvl/le; 9-Sonla Santacroce, Staub. Central; 10-Patrice Osovich, St. Clairsville; 11-Alicia Perri, Weir; 12•Jen 
Larch, Weir; 13-Casay Kunkel, Oak 
Glen; 14-Megan Larch, Weir; 15-Heather Smith, Beaver Local; 16· Amanda Long, Magnolia; 17-Stacy Galloway, Brooke; 18-Mary Orban, 
Indian Creek 



RINE BIG EAST'S BEST lhtl~tntte 

SPORTS 
John Marshall product and WVU Junior 

Jarod Rine has been named the Big East 
Conference's co-player of the year/22 

Ohio Boys Pull 
By RY AN GEORGE 

Starr Writer 
used Brooke product Jacob Joseph in the net The Ohio Boys All-Star soc­cer team claimed !ts first ever win in the eighth annual Ohio Valley Athletic Conference con­test Wednesday night at LaRosa Field on the campus of Wheeling 

Jesuit 

Joseph, who faced a steady 
. West Virginia 

attack, made 
key saves on 
some of the Val­
ley's to offen-

. 
sive strfkers to 
raise the All--- • Star trophy 

Ohio pulled out a 2-1 victory, 
while in the seventh annual glriB contest the Blue and Red teams battled to a 4-4 tie. 

along with his Ohio teammates. 
"Jacob was fantastic in the goal," said Edison and Ohio coach Ed Vescovi. 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski Team Blue's Maddie Lawther of John Marshall battles for the ball during the girls OVAC All-Star soccer game Wednesday. 

Beaver Local's Jimmy Groff, the offensive player of the game for Ohio, scored with just more than six minutes remaining in the fourth quarter as the Buckeye 
state took the championship -but not without a little help from West Virginia 

''We didn't have any keepers 
so West Virginia offered and we asked who was the closest keep­er to Edison, because that s where we were practicing." 

After being out-shot and dom­inated for much of the first half, 
Without a goalkeeper, Ohio 

THURSDAY 
MAY 22, 2003 

COMICS .............................. 25 
FINANCIAL ......................... 26-27 
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I First in OVAC 
Vescovi and his coaching staff spoke to the team about working the ball to the outside, knowing that Ibey were in a great position 
tied at O after the first 40 min­
utes. 

''This is the nature of soccer. 
Sometimes you can out-shoot the other team and control the other 
team and still lose," said Llnsly boys coach and West Virginia 
mentor Dave Coutts. 

"You have to give Ohio cred­
it TheY. did a great job. " 

While Ohio finally breaks the losing skid, for Coutts and West 
Virginia the feeling Isn't all 
bad. 

"At least now we don't have 
the pressure to keep the streak 
alive,'' Coutts said. 

Brandon RP.PAO tjrv-.r\ ~Hrl in 

net for-West Virginia, earning defensive player of the game for 
his team. 

OVACGIRLS 
Bloe4,Red4 

At Wheeling Jesuit, Weir high striker Lisa Costello scored twice including with I :2 9 remaining in the game to give the Red team a tie In the girls 
OVAC All-Star contest 

While Costello Jed the way 
for her team, it was John Mar­
shall's Maddie Lawther that not only scored twice but set up another goal for the Blue team. Lawther scored the first goal of the game, assisted on another goal, and scored the 3-2 go­ahead goal for Team Blue. 



OVAC 
(Continued from Page 21) 
East Liverpool's Sarah Payne 

scored the tying goal for the Red 
squad and also assisted on one of 
Costello's goals. 

Jenniefer Yasho of 
Steubenville Central scored for 
the Blue team and St. Clairsville's 
Kara Wenger added a goal for 
the Red team. East Liverpool's 
Nicole Fiest netted the other goal 
fo, the Blue team. 

"There were a lot of kids with 
a lot of skill in this &'!me," said 
Wheeling Park and tslue coach 
Russ Hutchins. 

"All of these kids played like it 
was their last high school game." 

Weir coach Jim Truax felt the 
girls competition was one of the 
best he's witnessed. 

"I've done this four times and 
this is one of the best girls games 
we've had." 


