OVAC WRESTLING -

I-

By LARRY CLAYPOOL
Review Sports Wiiter

WHEELING — If it stays the direction it's headed, two local
teams will again be vying for the Ohio Valley Athletic Champi-
onship title Saturday night.

Last year East Liverpool pulled off a narrow two-point victory
over rival Oak Glen on championship night. This year Oak Glen’s
in the thick of it again, but this time it’s another local rival, Beaver

Local, they’re battling after the first dny of ac-
tion Thursday at the Wheeling Civic Cen-
ter,

The Beavers and Golden Bears
were one of at least five favorites
coming into the 49th annual OVAC
tournament. With one day com-
plete, Beaver Local holds a slim
lead, 48-46.5, over the Bears in
overall team points.
Other contenders, John Marshall is
close behind in third with 43 points;
Martins Ferry is fourth with 37.5.and
Shadyside is fifth with 34. Harrison Central, another favorite
- coming in, finished the first day with 29 points and sit in eighth
place.

Oak Glen completed the first round with 13 wins (11 of those
were by falls). Their other wrestler had-a bye. Beaver Local had
n successful day too. The Beavers had 11 winners, with every one
of those victorious by pinning their opponents. Beaver Local lost
only one match, a close 6-5 loss in the 152-pound weight class,
The Beavers also had two byes on the night.

East Lwarpool won five of its matches on Thursday and have
15 points going into today’s second session. Wellsville had a very
tough day with only two winners. The Tigers have 12 points.

Beaver coach Rich Wright said his team did well in the first
round. “We did what we were supposed to, sald Wright, But
they gave us two byes today at 103 and 148
they figured out to get byes today. We didn’t have thoseafter the
d-raw ”

“Qur kids wrestled hard and did what they were supposed to

do. Tomorrow is the money round. Tomorrow morning is the big
round and tomorrow night is the money round,” added Wright.
“But, I'm happy with how we wrestled today. We came out hard.”
The Bears came out hard too. Oak Glen coach Larry Shaw said
his teamn did their jobs. “We wrestled real well to open the tour-
nament, real aggressive, with a lot of confidence. The kids were
physical out there. That’s a good start for us,” said Shaw.
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Dave Kinsey of Beaver Local (top) goes against Frank Triverl of Wheelin
;Park In an opening-round match in the 152-pound class  Thursday-in the
¥ “OVAC championships in Wheeling. (Photo by Larry Claypéol)”

The Bears, like Beaver Local, added
to their team score by scoring extra
bonus points for falls, technical falls
and major decisions. Shaw said that’s
important later in the tournament. “We
scored a lot of bonus points tonight.
That's what we wanted to achieve in
early round wrestling. We need as much
as we can thete, because it’s going to be

much tougher as we proceed through,”
said the Bears' coach. .

Wright said the success must contin-
ue in rounds two and three for the
Beavers to win their first ever OVAC ti-
tle, *“We hope to get a few more pins to-
morrow. Get some placers tomorrow

See OVAC, Page 4B




Potters
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showed no ill affects from the in-
jury.
. “We definitely need Josh,”
* Aloi said. “This is a game where
you need all your strengths. Josh
" is one of our strong players, and

perience. In fact, he played - with
sorne Akron players this summer
in AAU.”

.One thing Aloi doesn’t think
will be a factor is the venue.
Akron's James A. Rhodes Area
will be the-site of the game,

which usually gets over 5,000
people a game for SVSM games.

“We've been on a similar
floor,” he said. “It’s obviously
going to give them (SVSM) a
home-court advantage. But our
kids are anxious to get out there

and play the game. I don’t think
our team will be in awe of the
crowd. 1 don't think the (large)
crowd will be a factor.”

So will the game mean any-
thing more to the East Liverpool
native?

“Well the approach will always
be the same,” Joyce said. “But
being from East Liverpool,
there’s definitely a different sen-
timent to the game. Over the
years, 1 lost touch with a lot of
people, but I'm sure that won’t

take much
Joyce it
thing.
*I've bet
ing to be
fans than A
that.”

+ we need his scoring and game ex-

ey

night and see what happens on Satur-
day. We've put ourselves in position.
So, we’ll see what happens,” said
Wright.

East Liverpool coach Rich Shilling,
in his first year at the helm of the Pot-
ters, said his team did as well as ex-
pected. The Potters have only four re-
turning starters from last years team
and two from the OVAC title lineup.
East Liverpool has won the last two
OVAC titles, but lost six starters to
graduation. Five of those were OVAC
placers last year.

The Potters had five wrestlers pick
up wins in the first round Thursday.

2002 OVAC WRESTLING Shilling said his young team (four are
CHAMPIONSHIP ;

TEAM STANDINGS freshman, three are.sophomores) did

OVERALL well under the circumstances. “We

1. BEAVER LOCAL 48  wrestled good. They all did their best

2. 0AK GLEN 48,6 and we have flve going on. We would

3. JOHN MARSHALL 43  1like to see better than that, but we're

4. MARTINS FERRY 37.6  learning and getting better,” said

5. SHADYSIDE a4 Shilling
5. CAMERON 34 y .
7. BARNESVILLE 30 Before the wrestling action began,
8. HARRISON CENTRAL 29  each team was announced and parad-
9, BUGKEYE LOCAL 27  ed unto the eight mats laid out on the
10. ST. CLAIRSVILLE 24  floor of the Civic Center, similar to the
‘ parade of athletes in the Olympic
1 BEAVET? 'E'é%ifm gg  EATIES.
2. JOHN MARSHALL 43 Part oi: OVAC tradition is to bring
3. BUCKEYE LOCAL ° 27  last year’s champion to the floor after
4. BROOKE 225 dall other teams are announced. The it 4 :
6.EASTLIVERPOOL 19  Potters were escorted last onto the | the 135-pound division, Edlson’s Chase Jolly {top) controls Welisville’s Justin Cataldo. Jolly went on to
6. WHEELING PARK 18 mats for the second straight year. pical fall. (Photo by Larry Claypool)
7. STEUBENVILLE 155  Shilling said that was special for his
8. WEIR L B B
3&?2?3:::;::65 ) :'5 “That was kind of nice. We had to
wait until everyone else was out there.
CLASS AAA It was a good experience to be down
1; 0AK GLEN 48,5  on the floor. It's pretty amazing, the
2, MARTINS FERRY  37.6  kids were all looking up in the stands.
3- ﬁ::gfgg&f L gg That’s what all the hype is for,” said
5. ST, CWRSWE'LLE‘"“ 21 tht'ati'otter coach. -
6. UNION LOCAL 17 ¢ hype continues teday with ses-
' sion two opening at 11 a.m. The third
CLASS AA session begins at 5 p.m. Eight mats
1. SHADYSIDE 34  will be used throughout the day.
2, MONROE CENTRAL 22 Saturday's actions starts at noon
3. STEUBENVILLECC = 13 with the fourth session. The fifth and
'g. :.!VHEI;I:VIUJE ﬁ final session begins at 6 p.m. with in-
b ’ troduction ceremonies. The champi-
CLASS A onship finals in each of 14 weight
1. CAMERON 34  classes begins at 6:30 p.m., as well as
2, BELLAIREST. JOHN 17 the wrestlers vying for third, fifth and
-3, WEIRTON MADONNA 8 seventh places, The top eight wrestlers
. g- 3‘;3‘%{1‘-(5‘"'-'-5 5-3 will be recognized.

Former OVAC individual champi-
on, Nick Spencer of Edison, was hon-
ored before the first round began.
Spencer currently is an assistant coach
at Edison and is a former Division II
national champion wrestler from West
S Liberty State College. He is believed to
. be the first collegiate wrestling nation-
: al champion from the OVAC.

-
.
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Beaver Local’s Jeremy Shaw (top) sets up his opponent, Dominic Robin:
pin during thelr 145-pound weight class. Shaw was one of 11 Beaver wrt
to records a fall in the opening round of the OVAC championships. (Photo |
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Oak Glen's Garrett Six (top)

nears a pin on Bryan Vamer of ?zggumnﬂ? 5 lstod below.
Welr In thelr 135-pound | oo imziana A Procesds Benefit Mg Brothers Big Sistens

welght class. His pin In 3:02
was one of 11 pins for the
Oak Glen team on the opening
day of the OVAC Champl-
onships Friday In Wheeling.
(Photo by Larry Claypool}
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night and see what happens on Satur-
day. We’ve put ourselves in position.
So, we'll see what happens,” said
Wright.

East Liverpool coach Rich Shilling,
in his first year at the helm of the Pot-
ters, said his team did as well as ex-
pected. The Potters have only four re-
turning starters from last years team
and two from the OVAC title lineup.
East Liverpool has won the last two
OVAC titles, but lost six starters to
graduation. Five of those were OVAC
placers last year.

The Potters had five wrestlers pick
up wins in the first round Thursday.
Shilling said his young team {four are
freshman, three are sophomores) did
well under the circumstances. “We
wrestled good. They all did their best
and we have five going on. We would
like to see better than that, but we’re
learning and getting betfter,” said
Shilling. .

Before the wrestling action began,
each team was announced and parad-
ed unto the eight mats laid out on the
floor of the Civic Center, similar to the
parade of athletes in the Olympic
games,

Part of OVAC tradition is to bring
last year's champion to the floor after
all other teams are announced. The
Potters were escorted last onto the
mats for the second straight year,
Shilling said that was special for his
feam.

“That was kind of nice. We had to
wait until everyone else was out there.
It was a good experience to be down
on the floor. It’s pretty amazing, the
kids were all looking up in the stands.
That's what all the hype is for,” said
the Potter coach. .

The hype continues today with ses-
sion two opening at 11 a.m. The third
session begins at 5 p.m. Eight mats
will be used throughout the day.

Saturday’s actions starts at noon
with the fourth session. The fifth and
final session begins at 6 p.m. with in-
troduction ceremonies. The champi-
onship finals in each of 14 weight
classes begins at 6:30 p.m., as well as
the wrestlers vying for third, fifth and
seventh places. The top eight wrestlers
will be recognized.

Former OVAC individual champi-
on, Nick Spencer of Edison, was hon-
ored before the first round began.
Spencer currently is an assistant coach
at Edison and is a former Division II

national champion wrestler from West
Liberty State College. He is believed to
be the first collegiate wrestling nation-
al champion from the OVAC.

“We've been on a similar

.One thing Aloi doesn’t think floor,” he said. “It’s obviously

going to give them (SVSM) a

Akron's James A. Rhodes Area home-court adviantage. But our

kids are anxious to get out there

e

In the 135-pound division, Edison’s Chase Jolly (top) controls Wellsville’s Justin Cataldo.

and play the game. I don't think
our team will be in awe of the
crowd. I don’t think the (large)
crowd will be a factor.”

So will the game mean any-
thing more to the East Liverpool
native?
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“Well the approach will always
be the same,” Joyce said. “But
being from East Liverpool,

-there’s definitely a different sen-

timent to the game. Over the
years, 1 lost touch with a lot of
people, but I'm sure that won’t

nical fail. (Photo by Larry Claypool)

take much away.”
Joyce is curious about one
thing. o
“I've been hearing there's go-
ing to be more East Liverpool
fans than Akron so I'll like to see
that,”

Beaver Local's Jeremy Shaw (top) sets up his opponent, Dominic Robinson of Edison, for a
pin during their 145-pound weight class. Shaw was one of 11 Beaver wrestlers on the night
to records a fall In the opening round of the OVAC champlonships. (Photo by Larry Claypool)

Oak Glen's Garrett Six (top)
nears a pin on Bryan Vamer of
Welr [n thelr 135-pound
welght class, His pin In 3:02
was one of 11 pins for the
Oak Glen team on the opening
day of the OVAC Champi-
onships Friday In Wheellng.
{Photo by Larry Claypool)
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Only five
points
separate
four teams

By LARRY CLAYPOOL
Review Sports Writer

WHEELING — The drama
is building. You can hear it up
and down the Ohio Valley.
When the curtain is drawn to-
day to open the final day of
competition at the 49th Annu-
al Ohio Valley Athletic Con-
ference Wrestling Champi-
onships in Wheeling, no less
than four teams are looking to
step forward and take a bow
when it’s all over.

The valley is well represent-
ed with two upper and two
mid-valley teams atop the
standings after two days of
wrestling. Beaver Local and
0Qak Glen {representing the up-
per valley} are in contention as
they are tied for third place
with 130.5 points, just behind
leaders Martins Ferry (in first
with 135 points) and John
Marshall (second with 132.5,
points). Ferry and John Mar-
shall are representing teams
around the Wheeling area. The
three-day event is being staged
at the Wheeling Civic Center.
Thirty-seven teams are com-
peting.

For any of the four teams 1o
take the title, it could come

.OVAC

0Oak Glen’s Derrick Stickles (left) has his way again

WRESTLING

el 5

DAY TWO

Beavers, Bears remain in hunt

i A 8 2

st Tyler Schumacher of

in Wheellng. Stickles won 13-3 to advance to the semlfinals. (Photo by Missy Borders)

down to one match, or-one point,
for the prestigious overall title,
Last year, East Liverpool needed
a win in the final round to get by
runner-up Qak Glen for the title.
The Potters claimed their second
title in a row by two points, 186-
184,

Championship semi-finals and
fifth round sermts of the consola-
tion brackets will begin today at
noon. Championships for first,
third, fifth and seventh places in

all 14 weight classes will begin at
6:30 p.m.

Beaver Local and Oak Glen led
after the first night of competition
on Thursday. Both teams wres-
tled well on Friday to stay in con-
tention. The Beavers have the
most wrestlers in the champi-
onship bracket with seven. Oak
Glen and Martins Ferry are close
behind with six left in the cham-
pionship hunt of their respective
weight brackets. John Marshall

has four left in the championship
Semis.

Martins Ferry and John Mar-
shall have the most wrestlers still
in the tournament with nine each.
The Beavers and Bears each have
eight. Wrestiers still in the tour-
nament are assured at least to
place in the top eight. Those still
in the championship bracket
(four in each class) have not lost
in the event and can make the fi-
nals match with a win early to-

Monroe Central in thelr 171-pound match Frldjg
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day. Wrestlers in the consolatio
bracket can finish as high as third
place. 4

East Liverpool will have four
wrestlers competing today, all
four were seeded entering the
tournament. The Potters have 82
points, good enough for 10tk
place overall. : "

Wellsville had a pretty toughe
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day Friday and advanced only .

one wrestler into today’s congia-
Sea OVAC, Page 3B
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lation semis. The Tigers are in
19th place with 53 points, just
nhead of Edison, who is 20th
with 52 points.

Beaver Local coach Rich
Wright said if all seven of his
wrestlers make the championship
finals, the team standings will
take care of themselves. “I'm
more concerted about getting
seven guys to the finals. If we do
that, I don’t care what we finish
(in the team standings),” said
Wright.

“We wrestled pretty well today
(Friday). We had some big wins
in the quarterfinals and I'm hap-
py about that. We could have had
one or two more guys in there
that would help us, but two guys
were right there until the end,”
added the Beaver coach. :
* “One of our guys was right
there as a freshmen, Shawn
Dunn, And another at 119, Tyler
Smith, is a sophomore. Those
two and our senior, Ryan Holden,
gave it all he had and that's his
first year in the lineup. So, I'm
O.K. with everything,” said
Wright.

, Beaver Local’s top seven in the
finals are Josh Hoover {at 112),
Jared Hoppel (130), Jon Varner
{135), Jeremy Shaw (145), Jor-
dan Williams (171), Jared
Williams (189) and Adam Hop-
pel (215). Luke Hoppel is in the
consolation bracket for the
Beavers at 103. Shaw, Varner
and Adam Hoppel are number
one seeds. Adam Hoppel is a re-
turning OVAC champion at 215.
' Oak Glen’s semi-final com-
titors will be Justin Goneau at
03, Garrett Six (135), Steve
Flowers (140), Matt Wharton
¢145), Demick Stickles (171)
and Ron Hebrock (189). In the
¢onsolation bracket for Bears’
coach Larry Shaw are; Bill
Whitehill at 215 and Joe Caugh-
éy at 275,
* The Potters will have Josh
Stansbury in the championship
bracket at 215 and Anthony
Duffield (103), Jeremy Cowan
£145) and Chris Green (160) in
the consolation semis. Wellsville
will have Jon Arnette in the con-
solation bracket at 171.

Shaw said he's happy to be in
contention going into the final
rounds. “We're still in contention
with eight wrestlers left in the
fournament. The key is, there
could be more, but we’ll settle for
eight,” said Shaw. “The semis
will be big, big tomorrow.”

“We just have to win matches,”
said Shaw of his team’s chances
at the overall title. The Bears
have claimed one overall OVAC
title. :

Potter coach Rich Shilling said
his team had a big early round
Friday, but was disappointed in

East Liverpool’s Anthony
Duffield (top) trles to tle up
Oak Glen's Justln Goneau In
thelr 103-pound quarterfinal
match Friday in the OVAC
Champlonshlips. Goneau man-
aged a technlcal fall over
Duffield, 19-4. Photo by Mis-
sy Borders)

the later rounds. “We had 15 pins
in the first session Friday. That
just gave us a big boost. A lot of
our younger kids did well in that
round,” said Shilling.

The Potter coach said the tour-
nament trail for one of his se-

nlors, Todd Beebout, was very |

cruel (at 152) and hard to accept.
But Beebout battled throughout &
tough bracket, just missing a shot
at placing. “Qur placers did al-
right, but I am more disappointed
for Todd Beebout. Not disap-
pointed at how he wrestled, just
upset he didn’t advance. He did-
n't have an easy match. He
worked his butt off and I hate to
see him not place, He’s one of
our leaders and it's heartbreaking
to see him one or two points from
placing,” said Shilling.

Wright said the finals today
turn to personal goals, as well as
team goals. “Obviously there’s
still team objectives, but it’s per-
sonal with individual goals, I
think. If our kids take care of in-
dividual goals, we’ll be right
there at the end in the team stand-
ings,” said Wright.

If everything goes well for a
pair of upper Ohio Valley
schools, one of them could walk
off the -stage tonight with the
crown jewel — an OVAC cham-
pionship. One point, one match
could be the difference.

2002 OVAC Wrestling
Championships -Day 2
Overall team scoring
1. Martins Ferry 135
2. John Marshali 132.5
3. Beaver Local 130.5
3. Oak Glen 130.5
5. Harrison Central 1035
6. Shadyside 92
7. Cameron 91.5
8. Buckeye Local 86
9. Brooke 84
10. East Liverpool 82
11. Monroe Central 78.5
12. Indian Creek 74
13. Bamesville 69.5
14. Shenendoah 65.5
15. St. Clairsville 62
16, Meadowbrook 61
17 Wheeling Park 57
18. Union Local 53.5
19. Wellsville 53
20. Edison 52 '
21. Bellaire 49
22. St. John 48
23. Steubenville 47.5 .
24, River 40
25. Steubenville Central 39.5
26. Tyler Consolidated 32
27. Cambridge 28
28. Magnolia 27
29. Beallsville 25.5 .
30. Weirton Madonna 21
31. Wheeling Central 21
32. Weir 20.5
33. Wheeling Linsly 10
35. Bishop Donahue 4
36. Caldwell O

Wellsville's Jon Amette {top} locks with the lames Lyons of Steubenville in the 171-poimd class during quarterfinal Fri
mmmmminmmwsmmamummmmmwmmm
be the Tigers' lone participant in today's congolatiun finals. {Photo by Missy Borders)
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East Liver-
pool’s Josh

.Stansbury

(top) controls
Magnolla's loe
Weaver in the
24 5-pound
match Friday
in the OVAC
champlonships
in Wheellng,
Stansbury

went on to pin -

Weaver to ad-
vance to to-
day's semifl-
nals. {Photo by
Missy Borders)

Beaver Local's 189-
pounder Jared
Willlams (top) tries
to take down Whesl-
ing Park’s Josh Boyd
during actlon Friday
in Wheellng. (Photo
by Missy Borders
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the later rounds. “We had 135 pins
in the first session Friday. That
just gave us a big boost. A lot of
our younger kids did well in that
round,” said Shilling.

The Potter coach said the tour-
nament trail for one of his se-
niors, Todd Beebout, was very
cruel (at 152) and hard to accept.
But Beebout battled throughout a
tough bracket, just missing a shot
at placing. “Our placers did al-
right, but I am more disappointed
for Todd Beebout. Not disap-
pointed at how he wrestled, just
upset he didn’t advance. He did-
n't bave an easy match. He
worked his butt off and I hate to
see him not place. He's one of
our leaders and it’s heartbreaking
to see him one or two points from
placing,” said Shilling.

Wright said the finals today
turn to personal goals, as well as
team goals. “Obviously there's
still team objectives, but it’s per-
sonal with individual goals, I
think. If our kids take care of in-
dividual goals, we'll be right
there at the end in the team stand-
ings,” said Wright.

If everything goes well for a
pair of upper Ohio Valley
schools, one of them could walk
off the stage tomight with the
crown jewel — an OVAC cham-
pionship. One point, one match
could be the difference.

2002 OVAC Wrestling
Championships -Day 2
Overall team scoring
1. Martins Ferry 135
2. John Marshall 132.5
3. Beaver Local 130.5
3. Oak Glen 130.5
5. Harrison Centrat 105
6. Shadyside 92
7. Cameron 91.5
8. Buckeye Local 86
9, Brooke 84
10. East Liverpool §2
11. Monroe Central 78.5
12, Indian Creek 74
13, Barnesville 69.5
14. Shenendoah 65.5
15, St. Clairsville 62
16. Meadowbrook 61
17 Wheeling Park 57
"18. Union Lecal 53.5
19. Wellsville 53
20. Edison 52
21. Bellaire 49
22. St. John 48
23. Steubenville 47.5
24. River 40
. Steubenville Central 39.5
. Tyler Consolidated 32
. Cambridge 28
. Magnolia 27
. Beallsville 25.5 .
., Weirton Madonna 21
. Wheeling Central 21
. Weir 20.5
. Wheeling Linsly 10
. Bishop Donahue 4
36. Caldwell 0
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Wellsvilie's lon Amette {top) locks with the James Lyons of Steubenville in the 171-pound class during quarterfinal Friday at the OVAC mL
wrestiing chatnplonships in Wheeling. Lyons managed a slim 5-4 victory to advance to the champlonship semis. Amette later won and will - -
be the Tigers' jone participant In today's con;olaﬁon finals. {Photo by Missy Borders} o

East Liver-
pool's Josh
Stansbury
(top) controls
Magnolia’s Joe
Weaver in the
215-pound
match Friday
In the OVAC
champlonships
In  Wheellng.
Stansbury
went on to pin -
Weaver to ad-
vance to to-
day's semifi-
nals. (Photo by
Missy Bordoers)

-‘Beaver Local's 189-
pounder Jared
Willlams (top) trles
to take down Whesl-
Ing Park’s Josh Boyd
during actlon Friday
in Wheeling. (Photo
by Missy Borders
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PACKERS vs, RAMS
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Wrestling
Championships

Overall team scoring

g
¢ T
g 2002 OVAC

1. OAK GLEN .........e0r....209.5
2. BEAVER LOCAL ............206
3. John Marshall ............ 203.5
4. Martins Ferry ........ovn.. 201
5. Harrison Central ........ 151.5
6. Brooke ...ccoee w127
7. Shadyside .....evrveireens 124
8. Buckeye Local .........c.vc. 119
9. Cameron ....cceevvreenine 107.5
10. EAST LIVERPOOL ..........99
10, indlan Creek ................09
12. Monroe Central .......... 90.5
13. Bamesville ..o g0
14, St. Clairsville ..oviveeennnn 84
15, Shenandoah ....oovcccves 80.5
16. Wheeling Park .............. 75
17. EDISON ....covenvriverevareeans 71
18. Meadowhrook ........ce... 70
19. Union Local ....cconveen, 58.5
20. St John cvvieeerien e 58
21, RIVEr v icninsnrinanns 56
21, WELLSVILLE ................58
23, Steubenville ..eeeeneen, 55,5
24, Bellairg ..eevvevnrivnrevenas .54
25. Steubenville Catholic . 39 5
26. Tyler Consolldated ........ 37
27. Beallsville ....ocvveriennns 36.5
28, WEIF cvrereereeirerrensiens 315
29, Cambridge ....cevevivnrirnnns <A ]
30. Magnolia ....cccrvivenieennnns 28
30, Weirton Madonna ..........28
32, Wheeling Central ........., 21
33.LNSKY i 10
34, Bridgeport .....ocoerieisinens 6
35. Bishop Donahue ............ 4
36. Caldwell ......ooeeieerneerenanns 0
36. Conotton Valley .............. 0]

_l NDIVIDUAL

CHAMPIONS
103: Clay Tucker {Martins Ferry)
major dec, Jon Howard (John Mar-
shall), 14-3.
112:: Lucas Huffman (River) dec.
Josh Hoover (Beaver Local), 11-8,
119: John Tierney (Martins Ferry)
dec. Adam Kennedy (Wheeling
Park), 1-0.
125; Josh Johnston (Indlan Creek)
dec. Roscoe Larew (Beallsville), 9
3.
130: David Tiemey {Martins Fer-
ry} dec. Jared Hoppel (Beaver Lo-
cal}), 7-3.
135: Bill Barath (5t. Clairsville)
dec, Garrett Six (Oak Glen), 3-2,

140: Phil Bliss (Brooke) dec. Jesse

Irwin (Shadyside), 7-5.

145: Christopher Wilson {Manroa
Central) dec. Matt Wharton (Oak
Glen}, 52,

152: Derek George (John Marshall)
dec. Derek Roth (Martins Ferry), 2-
0

160: David Bertolino {Buckeye
Local) def, John Prokapakls (Edi-
son}, Injury defauit.

171: Derrick Stickles (Oak Glen)
dec. Jordan Willlams (Beaver Lo-
cal), 1-0.

189: Chris Taylor (Jobn Marshall)
dec. Ron Habrock (Oak Glen), 3-
1.

215: Adam Hoppel {Beaver Local)
dec. Vince Magnone (Weir), 4-3
275: Jesse Wells (Shenandoah)
dec. Tony Carothers (Harrison Cen-
tral}, 2-1.

The
JANUAF

OVAC WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIP

Oak Glen wins OVAC overall title in classic fas

The overall team win was the first since 1991 for the Oak Glen Golden Bears. (Photo by Missy Borders)

By LARRY CLAYPOOL
Review Sports Writer b

WHEELING -~ Twelve years
is a pretty long wait. The Oak
Glen wrestling team have pretty
much been in the hunt for an
overall team title since their first
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Wrestling Championship title in
1991, but getting that second ti-
tle has been a real challenge.

With several very good OVAC
wrestling programs, (inishing
atop the standings as the best
overall team in a three-day tour-
nament is very difficult. Since
Oak Glen won their title in 1991,
teams like Steubenville, Martins
Ferry, Wheeling Park, Buckeye
Local and East Liverpool have
laid claim to titles. The Bears
have been shut out, until now.

On Saturday, Ouk Glen bested
a very tough field in the 49th An-
aual OVAC Wrestling Champi-
onships to take the overall team
title with 209.5 points. It’s the
second OQVAC title for Larry
Shaw’s Bears.

In possibly one of the closest
OVAC championships with at
least four teams having a shot at
the title going into the final day,
Oak Glen did what they had to do
in the final rounds to claim the ti-
tle.

They also did what was neces-
sary very late in the tournament
with heavyweight Joe Caughey
needing a win for Qak Glen to
sedl the win. The 275-pounder is
used to the pressure of winning

the final match of the evening,
bu
ultimate test on Saturday.

Caughey came up big. And so
did the Bears.

Caughey needed a win in his
third place match for the Bears to
lay claim to the overall title. He
did that, and one better. He
pinned Matt Duval] of Bellaire in
just 26 seconds, sending the Oak
Glen faithful at the Wheeling
Civic Center to their feet.

*I really didn't know whether I
needed a win or a pin. [ just know

I needed to win,” said an excited

Caughey after the match. “He
(Duvall) left an opening for me,
so I took a shot. And it worked.”

Caughey’s win came just min-
utes after Beaver Local sopho-
more Adam Hoppel put the
Beavers in the team lead with a
big 4-3 decision in the 215
championship match. Hoppel’s
exciting close victory over previ-
ously undefeated Vince Magnone
of Weir gave the Beavers a nar-
row one-half point lead over Oak
Glen, 206-205.5. That was
Beaver Local’s first lead since
they led after the first round, 48-
46 over the Bears.

Oak Glen battled the Beavers
to the end. John Marshall and
Martins Ferry was right near the
top also. Ferry led after day two
with 135 peints. John Marshall
sat in second with 132.5 and the
Bears and Beavers were tied with
130.5 each.

With the team scores so close

entering the final round (QOak

es puthim to the --Glen was up by four and one half

points on the field), the tourna-
merit championship would be de-
cided by wrestlers vying for indi-
vidual honors. Entering the last
round, Oak Glen and Beaver Lo-
cal had eight wrestlers in con-
tention. Each had four in the
championship finals. The Monar-
chs and Purple Riders had nine

wrestiers each in the final round. .

Oak Glen won three matches in
the final round, enough to hold
on for the title. Beaver Local had
four wins and four losses in the
last round. Tohn Marshall made a
big push at the end with six wins
in nine matches and Ferry won
four matches and lost five.

Shaw said his team stayed in
contention from day one and bat-
tled through each match. “We
stayed in contention, that was the
key. Yesterday, we hung in there,
and today we did what we need-
ed to do,” said Shaw.

“In the semifinals, we had four
guys get through and two guys
that lost came back. That was re-
al important,” added Shaw.

Caughey’s final match was im-
portant too, according to Shaw.
Caughey suffered a tough loss
Saturday in the quarterfinals that
dropped him from contention for
the 275 title. “Joey’s been there
before. He responded. It’s hard to
imagine the pressure he's under
sometimes. He's really helped
our team,” said Shaw of his se-

"~ Alasn " .

Joe Caughey’s third-place victory at 275-p-
OVAC overall team victory for the Qak Gle
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Oak Glen wins OVAC overall title in ClaSSIC fashlon

The overall team win was the first since 1991 for the Oak Glen Golden Bears. (Photo by Missy Borders)

By LARRY CLAYPOOL
Review Sports Wiiter R

WHEELING — Twelve yenars
is a pretty long wait. The Oak
Glen wrestling teum have pretty
much been in the hunt for an
overall team title since their first
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Wrestling Championship title in
1991, but getting that second ti-
tle has been a real challenge.

With several very good OVAC
wrestling programs, finishing
atop the standings as the best
overall team in a three-day tour-
nament is very difficult. Since
Qak Glen won their title in 1991,
teams like Steubenville, Martins
Ferry, Wheeling Park, Buckeye
Local and East Liverpool have
laid claim to titles. The Bears
have been shut out, until now.

On Saturday, Oak Glen bested
a very tough field in the 49th An-
nual OVAC Wrestling Champi-
onships to take the overall team
title with 209.5 points. It’s the
second OVAC title for Larry
Shaw's Bears.

In possibly one of the closest
OVAC championships with at
least four teams hoving a shot at
the title poing into the final day,
Qak Glen did what they had to do
in the final rounds to claim the ti-
tle.

They also did what was neces-
sary very late in the tournament
with heavyweight Joe Caughey
needing a win for Oak Glen to
seal the win. The 275-pounder is
used to the pressure of winning

e

the final mutch of the evemng.
bu
ultimate test on Sat y

Caughey came up big. And so
did the Bears.

Caughey needed a win in his
third place match for the Bears to
lay claim to the overall title. He
did that, and one better. He
pinned Matt Duvall of Bellaire in
just 26 seconds, sending the Oak
Glen faithful at’ the Wheeling
Civic Center to their feet.

“I really didn’t know whether I
needed a win or a pin. I just know
I needed to win,” said an excited
Caughey after the match. “He
{Duvall} left an opening for me,
so I took a shot. And it worked.”

Caughey’s win came just min-
utes after Beaver Local sopho-
more Adam Hoppel put the
Beavers in the team lead with a
big 4-3 decision in the 215
championship match. Hoppel's
exciting close victory over previ-
ously undefeated Vince Magnone
of Weir gave the Beavers a nay-
row one-half point lead over Oak
Glen, 206-205.5. That was
Beaver Local’s first lead since
they led after the first round, 48-
46 over the Beurs. &

Onk Glen battled the Beavers
to the end. John Marshaill and
Martins Ferry was right near the
top also. Ferry led after day two
with 135 points. John Marshall
sat in second with 132.5 and the
Bears and Beavers were tied with
130.5 each.

With the team scores so close

entering the final round (Onk

to'the-—Glen ‘was up by four and one half
points on the field), the tourna--

ment championship would be de-
c¢ided by wrestlers vying for indi-
vidual honors. Entering the last
round, Oak Glen and Beaver Lo-
cal had eight wrestlers in con-
tention. Each had four in the
championship finals. The Monar-
chs and Purple Riders had nine
wrestlers each in the final round.

Oak Glen won three matches in
the final round, enough to hold
on for the title. Beaver Local had
four wins and four losses in the
last round. John Marshall made a
big push at the end with six wins
in nine matches and Ferry won
four matches and lost five.

Shaw said his team stayed in
contention from day one and bat-
tled through each match. “We
stayed in contention, that was the
key. Yesterday, we hung in there,

‘and today we did what we need-

ed to do,” said Shaw.

“In the semifinals, we had four
guys get through and two guys
that lost came back. That was re-
al important,” added Shaw.

Caughey's final match was im-
portant too, according to Shaw,
Caughey suffered a tough loss
Saturday in the quarterfinals that
dropped him from contention for
the 275 title. “Joey’s been there
before, He responded. It's hard to
imagine the pressure he's under
sometimes. He's really helped
our team,” said Shaw of his se-

See OVAC, Page 38

Joe Caughey’s third-place victory at 275-pounds sealed the
OVAC overall team victory for the Oak Glen Golden Bears.
{Photo by Missy Borders) .
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OVAC mat
tourney
draws 37
schools

By RICK DeLUCA
Times Leader Sports Writer

_It's that time of year again. Time
for, the annual Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference’s giant wrestling tour-
nament at the Wheeling Civic
Center.

Set to get under way on
Thursday, this year’s tournament’s
the 49th in the history of the con-

ference and from all indication

should be equally entertaining.

Thirty-seven schools and close
to 500 wrestlers will take part in
this year’s tournament along with
four defending champions and the
overall team champ from a year
ago, East Liverpool.

Action gets started on Thursday
with opening ceremonies at 6 p.m.
and finishes up on Saturday with
the championship bouts getting
under way at 6:30 p.m.

A quick look at the top seeds
heading into Thursday’s opening
round' gives all indication that this
year's tourney will be wide open.
Ten different schools have placed

“OVAC

(Continued from Page 19)

top-sceded wrestlers in this year's’

tournament with only Beaver Local,
with three, and John Marshall and
Martins Ferry, with two each, get-
ting multipie top spots.

Beaver Local has the most top
seeded wrestlers, two of whom are
uriderclassmen. Senior Jon Varner
is the top seed at 135 pounds and
enters his final OVAC tourney with
an 11-2 mark.

Two underclassmen representing
the Fighting Beavers as top seeds
are sophomore Adam Hoppel, a
215-pound sophomore with a 14-2
record and Jeremy Shaw, & sopho-
more with a 9-6 record at 1435.
Hoppel gained the top seed over
Weir senior Vince Magnone, who
enters the tourney with a perfect
18-0 mark. Magnolia’s 15-1 record
Joe Weaver is the third seed at 215.

Varner's another Beaver Local
grappler who gained a top seed over
an unbeaten wrestler as he edged
out St. Clairsville’s Billy Barath.

See, OVAC, Paga 6B

wrestlers,

The'Beavers have the most No. 1
seeds entering the event, while,
Martins Ferry, which won the tour-
nament two years in a row prior to
East Liverpool’s recent run, has
seven seeded wrestlers.

John Marshall, which last won
the overall title in 1983 under
Coach Ed Dugas, has nine seeded,

Just one top seed comes into the
tournament with an unblemished
mark. That’s Kupfer, who has won
all of his 17 maiches this winter and
is the only single-A wrestler seeded
at 160 pounds,

There are other activities
RLannf;d besides wrestling. Awards

noring the junior varsity and jun-

THE INTELLIGENCER -Wheeling, W. Va. — Friday, January 18, 2002

Meet

{Continued from Page 19)

George goes into second round
action today against Magnolia’s

Darrin an§, who pinned St
Clairsville's Jake Becker in 3:48.

lor high wrestling coaches of the
year will take place on Friday
night.

The Mr. Mat Award is also
scheduled during Saturday
evening’s festivities,

Also Saturday night, the OVAC
champions from 1977 will be seat-
?ld in a special area on the main

oor.

Jr. High Coach of the Year

Ted Zetrvos, right, John Marshall Hi

Photo by Jim Cochra

i

The road will get tougher for the
two stars, but not as tough as their
opponents, who have the daunting
task of battling one of two wrestlers
who are defending champions.

Athletic Conferance Assistant Wres h School assistant wrestling coach, was named the Ohio Valley

nament last week at the Wheelin ing Coach of the Year during the GVAC’
| eling Civic Center, g 1 s annual wrestlin 4
wrestling coach, is shown being presented vﬁ{h Zaelg‘l’;’;ﬁ ;vgg .iJS M?_ﬁgs seventh year as JMHS asgié?;gt

head wrestling coach Ed West.
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Exciting

S,
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Finish

Expected Today

Less than five points separate top four;
Cameron locks up Class A championship

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

It's anybody's tournament to win.

Well, not exactly anlybodx‘s.

But Martiny Ferry, fohn Marshall,
Beaver Local and Qak Glen are neck-
and-neck heading into the third and
final day of the 49th annual Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference wrestling
ournanent @l the Wheeling Civic
Center.

The Purple Riders, who won back-
to-hack tities in 1993 and 1999, lead
the Four-team puack with 135 points.
That's 2% more than the Monarchs
and 4% abead ol Beavers and
Golden Bears.

Harrison Central stands o distant
fifth with 105 markers,

Of the top four. Beaver Local.
which hus never won the prestigious
Ohio - Valley evenl. has the most
semifinaliets wifl, seven. Martins
Ferry and Ouk Glen have $ix
wrestlers still alive for indjvidual
honars, while John Marshall has four.

~All four teams are good quality
teams.”” said the Purple Riders’ head
coach Babe Sidon. *1 thougiht coming
in that Beaver Local probably had the
hest chance, but [ don’t think there’s
heen four leams this close entering
the final dav.”

Top-seeded Clay Tucker (103)
and Dasvid Tiiwney (1305 have led the
way for the Purple Riders. Tucker,
just o freshman flyweight und cousin
of former Ferry standouts Bobby und
Lamont. bumped s record to 17-2,
Tiemey, who finished third at 125 a
year ago, is now 19-2.

Others Ferry wrestlers stibl alive
for championships are John Tiemey
(119), Mike Jones (125}, Corey
Smith ( 135) and defending champion
Derek Roth 152), who is 18-3 and
seeded No. 2 behind John Mavshall™s
Derek George.

“There's some pressure on me.”
admitted Roth.

“But ['ve got a couple of losses
already under my belt, so that lessens
the pressure some. | just take one
match ar a time,”

John Marshall. which hasn’t been
in the title hunt for sone years now,
nas been led by defending tithist
George and top-seeded Chris Taylor
{189}, Tn addition to those twa, sec-
ond-seeded Jon Howard (103) and
Mike Fasouletos { L 19) are stilt alive.

OVAC

(Continued from Page 19)

Wheeling
Central's Jon
Gordon
becomes the
Maroon
Knights' first
QVAC
placewinner
since 1989.

“It"s been awhile sinee we ve been
here.”” said IM head coach Ed West.
“t's a tribute to a lot of experience
with our seniors, They ve improved
every year.”

West said e likes his team’s
chances despite only having fouy
wrestlers in the semis.

“We've got to come through in the
consolations because Beaver Local
and Marting Ferry have a lot of Kids
in the semis.””’

Beaver Local. under the direction

of head coach Rich Wright, is led by
topy seeds Jon Varper - EARL e
Shaw (145 and delending cliumpion
Adam Hoppel (215), who s just @
sophomore but knows a Tol abowt. the
sport.
“My dad (Carly was w shiee e
Ohio “state  chaumpton at Lisbon
Beaver Local. My one unule wias -
two-time Ohio stale champivn at fast
Liverpool and ! have ncdier niche
who woil one Ohio staie title ar East
Liverponl,”™ he noted.

The soft-spoken Hoppel suid he
fecls the pressure of being o defend-
ing champion, bul that's what he
expects. “I 1 don’t win, theu I"'m nuot
doing vcré pood.”

Other Beavers still in the champi-
onship bracket include Josh Hoover
{112), Hoppel's cousin Jares (1304
Jordan Williams 151} and Jared
Williams ([ BY).

Oak Glen. which won the event
hack i 1991, has been paced by 1op-
seed Derek Sticktes {171 Other
Golden Bears still in search of a title
are Justin Gonean (103), Garrett 5ix
(135), Steve Flowers (140), Matt
Wharton (145) und Ron Hebrock
(180),

Please See OVAC, Puge 21
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OVAC Mat
Tourney
Unfolds

There will be six retumning
champions taking the mats today
when the 49th annual Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference
wrestling toumnament unfolds at
the Wheeling Civic Center.

The tournament, the largest of
its kind in the United States, will
get underway with the openinﬁ
ceremonies tonight at 6 p.m. an
the matches beginning at 6:30
p.m. with preliminaries.

Second round championship
division and first and second
round consolations will take place
bcggllning at 11 a.m. Friday.

e retuming champs, several
of which will be competing in dif-
ferent weight classes, are East
Liverpool’s Jake Bates, Wheeling
Park’s Adam Kennedy, Martins
Ferry's Derek Roth, John
Marshall’'s Derek George, Beaver
Local's Adam Hoppel and
Shenandoah’s Jesse Wells.

Only two underclassmen are
among this grougi with Bates
being a junior and Hoppel being a
sophomore.

They'll kick off a night of
wrestling that will feature 304
matches on eight mats.

Perhaps the most interesting of
weight classes will be 152
pounds, where there are two
defendin chamgions stationed.

The Monarchs’ George won
this weight class in last ycar’s
tournament, while Ferry’s Roth
claimed the 140-pound crown,
but moved up two classes for this
year's competition.

Wells, the Zeps' powerful
275-pounder, takes a 15-1 record
in search of his second straight
OVAC crown, but he'll have to
do it out of the No. 2 spot. The
top-seeded  heavyweight is
Cambridge's Michael Price.

Other top seeds are Martins
Ferry's Clay Tucker (103),
River's Lucas Huffman (112},
Park’s Kenned} {119), Indian
Creek's Josh Johnston (125),
Martins Ferry’s David Tiemey
(130), Beaver Local's Jon Vamer

135), Shadyside’s Jesse Irwin

140), Beaver Local's Jeremy

Shaw (143), Comeron’s Roger

Kupfer (160), Oak Glen's

Derrick Stickles (171), John

Marshall’s Chris Taylor (189}
S

and Beaver Local’s Hoppel
(215). pPe
Please See OVAC, Page 21

Only one No. 1 seed and a pair
of No. 2s didn’t survive Friday’s
action, while three unseeded
wrestlers have advanced to the
SEH(‘l:lS. brid .

Cambridge’s top-seeded heavy-
weight MICEB.EI Price,a runneru;)t(o
Shenandoah’s Jesse Wells last year,
was stunned by Bellaire’s Matt
Duvall in 3:06 of their quarterfinal
bout,

Duvall, who entered the event
seeded seventh with a 11-4 record,
avenged a loss to the Bobcat per-

. former.

“He caught me then, T caught him

tonIiFhL"
e said the difference in the
matches was that “I came out witha
mindset tonight that nobody was
gm\n& to stop me,’" Duvall said.
ells, who was locking forward
to a rematch with Price, said that he
knew there would be a lot of pres-
sure directed at him. “I know that
there are 4 lot of people out there

gunning for me, but I just have to
0 out and wrestle like I have to
at everyone.’’
The last of the five defending

champions looking for as repeat is "

Wheeling Park’s Adam Kennedy at
119 pounds. After a pair of light-
ning-quick pins in his first two
matches, the senior found the going
a bit tougher in the quarterfinals
against Buckeye Local's John
PcLIr{uzzi.

- However, using a first-period
takedown, Kenned% pulled ogf a2-
0 v1i:tory.

“1 was sick the entire match,”’
said Iaftemards. b, " he

“T ate before the match,
Sh(il.sldtl;l’lhave." and 1

ere any pressure o

defend his titlg?p n fim to
“Pressure can go either way,’’ he
said,

“There’s & lot of pressure fo win
because you already have before,
but then again that takes some of
the pressure off because I already

have a title.”’
He said there was more pressure
on him to win last year because his
brother Derek was also crowned a
champion.
Making ‘a bit of history was
Wheeling Central 189-pounder
Jonathan Gordon. After a tough 5-4
loss to St. Clairsville’s Adam
Snyder, the No. 4 seed, in the quar-
ters, the Maroon Knight standout
pinned his way to a medal perform-
ance, with his fall over Wheeling
Park’s Josh Boyd making him the
first place-winner for Wheeling
Central since 1989.
. Ironically, his dad Gorden
Charles’” Gordon will be honored
tonight as a 25-year champion,
having won the heavyweight title at
John Marshall in 1977, .

Today's action gets under way at
noon with semifinal  bouts.
Consolation matches will be run
throughout the afiernoon, with the
championship finals slated to begin
at 6:30 p.m.



OVAC

Continued from Page 1B

The Red Devil senior enters with a
12-0 mark. Brooke's David Durbin
ia seeded third at 19-1.

At 145, Shaw has the top seed
while Oak Glen’s Matt Wharton is
seeded second with a 15-2 record
and Shadyside sophomore Bobby
Samsa is the third seed at 13-1.

Martins Ferry’s top seeds wili
vie in the 103 and 130 weight
classes as freshman Clay Tucker is
seeded first in the lighter weight
and senior David Tiemey at 130.

Tucker, just a freshman, has put
together a 12-2 mark in his first
year and is seeded ahead of John
Marshall's Jon Howard, a senior at
17-2, and third seed Anthony
Valles, a sophomote at 20-1.

Tierney, 2 third place finisher a
year ago at 125, jumped up to 130
and gained the top seed with a
sparkling 14-2 mark. Bamesville's
Jason Lucas is the second seed with
his 4-1 record while Beaver Local
jumior Jared Hoppel is seeded third
with a 10-3 mark. Harrison
Central’s talented freshman Vic
Bologna is seeded fourth with a 15~
1 record.

John Marshall has a pair of
seniors holding onto the top seeds
for the Monarchs. Derek George
has the top spot at 152 with his 19-
1 mark while Martins Ferry senior
Derek Roth is settled in at the sec-
ond spot with a 13-3 record, The
third seed at 152 is Cameron senior
Tucker Brown with an 11-3 record.

Chris Taylor of John Marshall
has the top sced at 189 with his
sparkling 19-1 record. Gaining the
second seed was Oak Glen’s Ron
Hebrock, a senior at 14-3. Beaver's
Jared Williams is seeded third with
a 10-4 mark.

At 112, River’s Lucas Huffman
gained the top seed by way of his
15-1 season record. The Pilot
junior edged out Harrison Central’s
unbeaten Jesse Emery, a sophomore
at 12-0. Beaver has another high
seed at 112 with Josh Hoover seed-
ed third with an 11-4 mark.

Wheeling Park’s lone top seed

comes in at 119 pounds in the per-
son of senior Adam Kennedy with a
13-3 record. Martins Ferry's John
Tierney is second with his 14-4
record while Shadyside has the
third seed in Kyle Glasser, a senior
at 12-1.
" Indian Creek will bring the top
seeded wrestler at 125 pounds with
junior Josh Johnston taking an 18-3
mark. Second seeded at 125 is
Brooke’s Brandon Shaw, a sopho-
more at 10-1 and seeded third is
Barnesville junior Jarrod Anderson,
at 10-2.

Shadyside’s Jesse Irwin is the
top seed at 140. Just a sophomore,
Irwin leads the class with a 13-1
season mark. Brooke junior Phil
Bliss is seeded second with an 18-2
record while Oak Glen's defending
state champion Steve Flowers is
seeded third with a 13-3 record.

At 160, the competition gets
tight with Cameron’s unbeaten
senior Roger Kupfer gaining the top
seed with a 14-0 mark. Buckeye
Local's David Bertolino is seeded
second as a junior with a 20-1
record. Seeded third is Ed’son's

Joha Prokapak’s who's taking a 16-
3 record into his final OVAC tour-
ney.
At 171, the tourney’s only other
unbeaten top seed is Derrick
Stickles of Qak Glen. Stickles, a
West Virginia state champion, is

. taking a 16-0 mark into the tour-

ney. Seeded second is Beaver
Local’s Jordan Williams, a junior at
6-0. Seeded third is Harrison
Central’s Eric Spitznogle, a senior
with a 12-0 mark.

In the tournament’s most com-
petitive weight class, Cambridge’s
Michael Price has garnered the top
seed with his 5-0 season mark.
Shenandoah’s Jesse Wells, another

‘heavyweight standout seeded sec-

ond at 15-1 and Oak Glen’s Joe
Caughey’s third with his 13-2
record. .

East Liverpeol comes in as the
defending team champion and will
be shooting for a third straight over-
all title having won in 2000 and
2001. The prior two champions,
Martins Ferry and Buckeye Local,
were also back-to-back champions.

Qak Glen finished secontd over-
all with Martins Ferry third and
Beaver Local fourth, While the
Potters were crowned at Class 4-A
champions, Oak Glen swept to the
Class 3-A title, Barnesville was the
2-A kingpin and Cameron won yet
another Class 1-A title.

Defending champions returning
to attempt to make another trip to
the top of the winners stand are
Park's Kennedy at 119, Martins
Ferry's Roth, a champ at 140 now
competing at 152 and JM's George,
back at 152. Adam Hoppel was a
champion last year at 215 as just a
freshman and Shenandoah’s Wells
was the 275 champ.

Runnersup from a year ago that
back again are Beaver's Josh
Hoover, EL’s Varner, Monroe
Central’s Christopher Wilson,
Buckeye’s Bertolino, Wier's
Magnone, Cambridge’s Price and
Qak Glen’s Stickles.

As part of the tournament festiv-
ities will be the announcement of
the Dave Bierkorette Award, won
last year by Beaver Local's Cole
Bowersock, the Mr. Mat Award,
given last year to Wheeling’s
William McEldowney.

" Tickets for the event are set at
$5.00 for adults and $3.00 for stu-
dents per session. Advance tickets
are $20.00 for adults and $10.00
for students for the full five ses-
sions. Single championship match
tickets are $7.00 and $4.00.

Action gets under way at 6:30
p.m. on Thursday with prelims and
-first round bouts. On Friday, the 11
a.m. session will include second
round and first and second round
consolations. At 5 p.m. on Friday,
quarterfinals along with fourth and
fifth round consolations get under
way. :
On Saturday, noon will be the
start time for semi-finals, and fifth
round and serni-final consolations.

Championship finais and conso-
lation matches for third, fifth and
seventh places starts on Saturday at
6:30 p.m.

Friday, January 18, 2002

Beaver Local
takes early lead
In mat tourney

___The nation’s largest high school wrestling tournament got under way
Thursday evening as the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference’s 49th annual
tournament kicked off at the Wheeling Civic Center.

‘ B‘caver Local, who entered the tournament with the most top seeded
wrestlers, got out to the early lead after the opening session, scoring 48
points. Not far behind the Beavers is defending
state West Virginia champion Oak Glen, which P T
closed the first round with 46.5 points. -
~ The Beavers and Golden Bears are also lead-
ing 4-A and 3-A, respectively, Shadyside, after
1@ strong opening round, heads 2-A with 34

points. Cameron, a traditionad power at the

OVAC, leads the conference’s sinallest class R/ e

with 34 markers. R

, I'wo-time defending champions East Liverpool got out of the gates

slowly and tallied just 19 points in the opening round.

All of the top seeds survived their opening round matches and most
won without much stress,

_ The ch}"ers watched their three top seeds all move into the second

round by virtue of pin falls. Sophomore Adam Hoppel, the defending

cimmpmn at 215 pounds pinned Wellsville's Brian Fisher in 1:03. Jon
i Varner (135) and Jeremy Shaw (145) both won by pin in impressive
fashion. )

Martins Ferry. which ended the opening day with 37.5 peints. saw
hoth of its two top seeds prevail in the opening round. ‘

Freshman Clay TucKer earned a tech fall at 103 pounds and senior |
David Tierney was a victor via pin at 130 pounds. !

The Riders’ two second seeds also enjoyed strong showings. Senjors
‘ .John TIEE'H&)/; (1i9 andd Derek Roth (§52) both won with pinfalls. Roth
s the defending champion at 140.

. Roth is on a collision coarse to meet John Marshall’s top seed Derek

George who won the OVAC title a season ago at 152,

Coach John Haswell’s Tigers, who appear to be a team to watch all
weekend in 2-A, got oft to a good start.

The Orange’s top seed prevailed in convincing form when Jesse Irwin
recorded a pin at 1:17 in 145 pounds.

.RI\’CF:]UHIDI' Lucas Huffman, who is the top seed at 112 pounds.
opened his quest for an OVAC title with an impressive showing. He won
vida pin in [:48.

_ The fII'SI‘I'OL.llld did not produce any major upsets, bul three of the
e:gh‘t seeds fell in the opening round at 130 pounds. :

. "],hfc hlghest. seed to fall in the weight class was Monroe Central's |
Clayton Benedict, who dropped a tough 6-4 decision to Indiun Creek's
Iohn Lucas.

Beallsville’s Mike Aberegg, the number six seed at 1. ! '

L , $1x% seed at 130,

Bu:‘:ifzeyﬂli_‘ucal‘s Albert Phillips fell o

The highest seed of the tournament to drop an opening round decision
wiis John Marshall's John Wells who fell 7-3 to Edison’s Chris
Fankhauser. '

All of the defending champions won euasily. The aforementioned
Hoppel and Roth were impressive, as was Wheeling Park senior Derek
Kennedy

The opening round did not take as long as some might think thanks in
large part to the number of pins recorded. 3

A total of 123 matches were decided via pins. The most cante at 160 '
pounds where ail but one match was decided by a pin. Of those pins, 36
were recorded within the match’s opening minute.

Cameron’s Josh Whipkey recorded the tourney’s fastest pin thus far
when he held down the shouiders of Magnolia’s John Maytield in nine
seconds.

The tournament continued today at noon with the second round and
opening of consolation bracket.

Today’s second session gets under way at 7 p.m. with the champi-
onship quarterfinals and more consolation action.

Saturday’s wrestling is set to begin at 11 a.m. when the championship
semifinals begin. The finals will start at 6:30 p.m. that evening.

TEAM SCORING

Overall — Beaver Local. 48; Qak Gien, 46.5; John Marshall, 43; Marins F
37.5; Shadyside, Cameron, 34; Barnesvi'lle, Sé; Harri Sentral ; ere.'y,
Local;qz'l; S1. Clairsville, 24, arrison Genlral. 29: Buckeye

4-A — Beaver Local, 48; John Marshall, 43; Buckeye Local, 27; Brooke, 22.5:
£ast Liverpool, 19; Wheeling Park, 1B: Steubenyil ; iran, . Edison,
55 Cambrdas, & g ; nville, 15.5; Weirlon, 11.5; Edison,
3-A — Oak Glen, 46.5; Marlins Ferry, 37.5: Barnasville, 30; Harrisan Genfral
29; St. Clairsville, 24; Union Local, 17, Shenandoah, 16: Bellaile’, 15; Indian Creeﬁxz
15;gdggnolssaﬁ 1&2; ryéljeadowbrook, 11; Tyler Consolidated 8. '

-A — Shadyside, 34, Monrce Central, 22; St i 13; Vi
12 Fer 1 theeiiﬁg Gaanrog subenville Centrat, 13; Wellsville,
1-A —~ Cameron, 34; St John Central, 17; Wer Madonaa, 8 Beallsville, 5.5;

Linsly, 4.
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INDIAN CREEK'S Josh Johnstan (top) tries to roll Beallsville's Bubba Larew to his
back during the 125-pound championship match Saturday in the OVAC Wrestling
Tournament. Johnstown grabbed the OVAC Crown by dacision.
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OVAC

Continued from page 1C

St. John Central finished second with 58
points.

Martins Ferry, which finished fourth
overall and second in 3-A, enjoyed a very
strong tournament in leading the local con-
tingent.

“This was an outstanding tournament,”
said Ferry head coach Babe Sidon. “I don’t
think anyone thought the title would come
down down to four teams with so little mar-
gin between them. We came to wrestle
tonight, but we just came up a little short.”

The first championship of the tournament
came at 103 pounds when Martins Ferry
freshman Clay Tucker handed John Mar-
shall’s John Howard a decisive 14-3 set-
back.

The win improved Tucker to 19-2 on the
season. This is a repeat decision for Tucker
who knocked off Howard earlier in the sea-
sOn. ,

*“The hard practices have paid off. I take
beatings in practice every day and all the
hard tournaments we go are paying off,”
Tucker said.

Coach Sidon’s Riders racked op another
title at 119 pounds when the first of the
Tiemey terrors took the mat.

Senior standout John Tiemey, the tourna-
ment's second seed, gained his first OVAC
title of his career at 119 pounds.

The three-time state qualifier added the
OVAC championship to his resume by
virtue of a 1-0 win over Wheeling Park’s
Adam Kennedy.

The win allowed Tierney to improve his
record to 21-4,

Tiemey scored a nentral position to earn
the only point of the match. He was able to
hold Kennedy's rally off down the final
stretch of the match.

“This is a huge honor. I have goiten sec-
ond twice and third at this tournament. It
was about time I can break through and win
this,” Tierney said. “We really push
each other and are like a big fami-
ly in this program.”

The Purple flexed its
muscle once again at 130
pounds when the other
half of the Tierney ter-
rors made his number
one seed stand up.

Senior ace David
Tierney registered a
key victory for the
Riders® team title
hopes when he earned a
6-3 decision over Beaver
Local’s Jared Hoppel.

Tierney grabbed the ear-
ly lead and never looked back
in the match.

“I knew coming in that 130 pounds
is a tough weight class with a lot of competi-
tion, but that motivated me to get to the top
of the podium,” Tierney said. *This is a
great fegling to win this tournament. I reaily
don't know what to say.”

The Tierneys became just the third set of
brothers to win OVAC titles in the same
meet,

. The fourth Ferry finalist came at 152
nonnds when Iact vear’e 145 nnond chamni.

. Huffman gained his 100th of his career
with his semifinal victory and added 101 in
the title match.

“This is the greatest feeling ever,” an elat-
ed Huffman said. “It is just amazing to win
this title. I was confident and I knew he was
o good wrestler, but I thought I could pult
out the win.”

St. Clairsville senior Billy Barrath re-
mained unbeaten, winning the OVAC title at
135 pounds.

Barrath scored a 3-2 win over Oak Glen's
Garrett Six and in the process upped his
mark to 17-0 on the season.

Barrath registered a late escape in the
match to earn his third point.

While winning the OVAC title, Barrath
had his mother on his mind, who had to miss
the tourney because of staying home with
Billy's new-born brother.

“I am very happy with the title, but I wish
my mom was able to be here to see it,” Bar-
rath said. “This is just a great feeling. All of
my matches were close, but [ was just hop-
ing I could pull it out.”

Monroe Central, which was in a fight
with Shadyside for the 2-A title for the en-
tire tournament, registered a champion at
145 pounds.

Junior dandy Christopher Wilson scored a
5-2 win over Oak Glen's Matt Wharion.

Wilson, who was runnerup a season ago,
came into the tournament seeking some re-
spect as he was voted the four seed for this
year’s event.

The Seminole junior upped his mark to
24-2 on the season.

Wilson jumped out to a 5-0 lead early
thanks to a near-fall in the middle period.

“After last year, when I got second and
afier my freshman year when I didn’t place,
it has been my goal to win this tournament. |
am very happy to finally win this tourna-
ment,” the modest Wilson said.

Buckeye Local's David
Bertolino captured his first
OVAC title by virtue of a for-
feit.

Edison’s John Proka-
pakis was unable to go
in the finals due to an
injury he incurred in
the semifinals.

“T didn’t get to win it
last year, so I wanted
to finish what I started.

now I have to get ready
for the postseason,” the per-
sonable Bertoline explained.
Shenandoah's Jesse Wells
successfully defended his OVAC title
from a year ago, scoring a tough 2-1 victory
over Harrison Central’s Tony Carrothers.
Indian Creek gained a titlist at 125
pounds when Josh Johnston was able to fight
off o game Bubba LaRew of Beallsville.
LaRew entered the tournament as the
eighth seed and battled his way through the
bracket to arrive in the title match. The Blue
Devil senior is now 21-3 on the campaign.

Tn tha final Tnhnckan itmnad ant ta o hin

It feels good to win, but .

MARTINS FERRY freshman Clay Tucker {behind) takes John Marshall’'s Jon
Howard to the mat during the 103-pound championship match. Tucker took home

\OVAC Wrestling Results \

the OVAC Crown with a declslon.

TEAM SCORING:
OVERALL - QOak Glen, 209.5; Beavar Local,
208; John Marshall, 203.5; Martins Ferry, 201;
Harrison Central, 151.5; Brooke, 127; Shady-
side, 124; Buckeye Local, 118.
4-A — Beaver Local, 208; John marshall,
Brooks; Buckeye Local; East Livberpoaol, 99,
3-A - Oak Glen 209.5; Martins Ferry, 201;
Harrison Central, 151.5; Indian Creek, 99;
Barnesville, 80,
2-A~ Shadyside, 124; Monroe Central, 90.5;
Wellsville, 56; River, 62; Staubenville Central,
39.5.
1-A - Cameron, 107.5; St. John Central, 58;
Beallsville, 36.5; Weirton Madonna, 28.5;
Linsly, 10.
CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS
103 -- Clay Tucker (MF) dec. John Howard
(M}, 14-3.
112 — Lucas Huffman (Riv} dec. Josh Hoover
{Beav), 11-8,
118 —John Tiemey {MF) dec. Adam Kennedy
1-0

125 -~ Josh Johnston (IC) dec. Bubba LaRew
(Bealls), 9-3. -

130 — David Tiemey (MF) dec. Jared Hoppe!
(Beaver), 6-3,

135 - Billy Barrath (St.C) dec. Garrett Six
(0G), 3-2.

140 -- Phil Bliss (Brooke) dec. Jesse Irwin
(Shady), 7-5.

145 -- Christopher Wilson (MC) dec. Matt
Wharton {(0G), 5-2.

152 - Derek George (IM) dec. Derek Roth
{MF), 2-0. .
180 — David Beriolino (BL) won by forfelt.
171 - Derrick Stickles (OG) dec. Jordan
Willlams (Beavar), 1-0.

188 ~ Chris Tayior {JM} dec, Jordan Williams
(Beavar), 3-1.

215 -- Adam Hoppel {Beaver) dec. Vince Man-

gone (Welir), 4-3
275 —~ Jesse Walls (Shen) dac. Tony Car-
rothers (HC), 2-1.

THIRD-FOURTH
103 -- Anthony Valles (WM} dec. Justin
Goneau (OG), 8-3.
112 -- Jasse Emery (HC) dec, Brian
Humphrey (WP?, 6-2.
1189 -- Kyle Glasser (Shady) pinned Mike
Sasouletof (JM}, 1:30.
125 - Braden Shaw (Brk) dec. Brian Tumbull
(BL}, 3-1, OT.
130 — Kyle Mull (UM) dec. Vic Bologna {HC),
8-6.
135 — Dave Durbin {Brk) pinned Jon Vamer
(Beaver), 2:12.
140 -~ Steve Flowars (OG) dec. Kellean Hugh-
as (IC}, 4-0,

" 145 - Jeremy Shaw {Beaver) dec. Brock Bow-

man {BL), 6-4.

T-L Photo/PAULA GINTHER

(Bames), 2-1.

145 -- Jeramy Cowan (EL) dec. Bobby Samsa
{Shady), 1-1, OT critera,

152 -- Luke Burkhardt {Shady) dec. Ryan
Tacosik (UL), 3-1.

160 ~- Roger Kupfer (Cam} won ber disqualifi-
cation over Rabbie Dimmeriing (MC).

171 -- Justin Hepe {SJC) dec. Jon Arnette

(Wells), 5-2,
189 - Anthony Gump (IC) dac. Derek Conrad
(Meadow), 4-2,
215 -- John Wells {JM) dec. Bill Whitehill
0G), &-2.

75 — Koel Davia (UL) dec. Eugena Henry.
(UM}, 3-1.

SEVENTH-EIGHTH

103 — Anthony Vuffield (EL) dec. Scoit Bum-
ardner fWP_?_, 10-4.
2:15 -~ Allen Taylor (JM) dec. Matt Smith (Brk),

119 -- John Petrozzi (BL) dec. Ben Young
(Staub), 7-3.
1!6150 )—-SJg;son Koonce (JM) dec. Aaron Brawn
?[%? —é ?Iayton Benedict (MC) dec. John Leas
135 -~ Chase Jolly (Ed) dec. Thad Brosler' |
(Steub), 7-0. :
140 -- David Babel (Steub)} dec. Brandon®
Bruce (Bell), 124,
145 -- Jason Bahmer (Barnesg) pinned Jeff
Casey (Meadow), 2:33. '
152 -- Johnny .Jefferis (Barnes) dec. Luke |
High (Camb), 13-0. ;
13%--5_C12hr!s Green (EL) dec. Chaz Yoder |{'
SH - T{llgr Schumacher (MC) dec. Sean
Grinch (Shady), 5-4.
189 — Dustin Holt (MF) pinned Jon Gordon
hg. Central), :23.

15 -- Jos Weaver {Mag) dec. Codey Leach
Shen), 3-2.

75 — Michael Price (Camb) pinned Troy Al-
lenby (WP}, 4:13,

SEMIFINALS

103 -- Clay Tucker{MF) dec. Justin
Goneau(OG); Jon Howard{JM) dec. Anthony
Valles 6-2

112 -- Lucas Hutfman(R) dec. Brian
Humgl;;ey(WP), 15-4; Josh Hooover(B) dec.
Ben n, 7-1.

119 -- Adam Kannedys.‘:‘\.'li") dec. Mike Fa-
souloetos(JM), 12-2; John Tierney(MF) dec. -
Scott Campbeli{HC), 5-0.

125 - Josh Johnston(IC) dec. Jarred Ander-
son(Barn}, 3-0; Roscoe Larew (Beali) dec,
Miks Jones(MF}, 5-0.

130 -- David TlerneyAMF) dec. Vic
Beologna(HC), 13-4; Jared Hoppel(Beav) dec.
Jason Lucas(Bam), 5-1.

135 -- Garret Six(0OG) dec. Tony

Winenmeibllandl 7 Cr Dilhi Dacath/OOTOY de-
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INDIAN CREEK'S Josh Johnston (top) tries to roll Beallsville’s Bubba Larew to his
back during the 125-pound championship match Saturday in the OVAC Wrestling
Tournament. Johnstown grabbed the OVAC Crown by decision.

Continued from page 1C

St. John Central finished second with 58
. points.

Martins Ferry, which finished fourth
overall and second in 3-A, enjoyed a very
strong tournament in leading the local con-
tingent.

“This was an outstanding tournament,”
said Ferry head coach Babe Sidon. “I don’t
think anyone thought the title would come
down down to four teams with so little mar-
gin between them. We came to wrestle
tonight, but we just came up a little short.”

The first championship of the tournament
came at 103 pounds when Martins Ferry
freshman Clay Tucker handed John Mar-
shall's John Howard a decisive 14-3 set-
back.

The win improved Tucker to 19-2 on the
season. This is a repeat decision for Tucker
who knocked off Howard earlier in the sea-
son. ‘

“The hard practices have paid off. I take
beatings in practice every day and all the
hard tournaments we go are paying off,”
Tucker said,

Coach Sidon’s Riders racked up another
title at 119 pounds when the first of the
Tietney terrors took the mat,

Senior standout John Tierney, the tourna-
ment’s second seed, gained his first OVAC
title of his career at 119 pounds.

The three-time state qualifier added the
OVAC championship to his resume by
virtue of a 1-0 win over Wheeling Park’s
Adam Kennedy.

The win alK)wcd Tierney to improve his
record to 21-4.

Tierney scored a neutral position to earn
the only point of the match. He was able to
hold Kennedy’s rally off down the final
stretch of the match.

“This is a huge honor. I have gotien sec-
ond twice and third at this tournament. It
was about time I can break through and win
this,” Tierney said. “We really push
each other and are like a big fami-
ly in this program.”

The Purple flexed its
muscle once again at 130
pounds when the other
half of the Tierney ter-
rors made his number
one seed stand up.

Senior ace David
Tierney registered a
key victory for the
Riders” team title
hopes when he earned a
6-3 decision over Beaver
Local’s Jared Hoppel.

Tierney grabbed the ear-
ly lead and never looked back
in the match.

“I knew coming in that 130 pounds
is a tough weight class with a lot of competi-
tion, but that motivated me to get to the top
of the podium,” Tierney said. “This is a
great feeling to win this tournament. I really
don't know what to say.”

The Tierneys became just the third set of
brothers to win OVAC titles in the same
meet,

The fourth Ferry finalist came at 152
pounds when last year’s 145 pound champi-
on Derek Roth met last season’s 152-pound
winner Derek George of John Marshall.

The title match lived up to its billing and
was a dandy from the outset.

George scored an early takedown and
grabbed the 2-0 lead, which held up for the
remainder of the match. )

Efforts by Roth down the stretch to grab
the Monarch’s legs for a takedown were
fruitless and George was able to hang on for
the repeat win.

The rest of the immediate area also had a
strong showing at the OVAC tournament.

“River gained its only champion of the
tournament at 112 pounds when junior
dandy Lucas Huffman fought off a strong ef-
fort from Beaver Local's Josh Hoover.

Huffman jumped out to an early lead, but
saw Hoover rally back and knot the match at
eight. The Pilots’ 11th grader rattled off the
match’s final three points for an 11-8 win
and the OVAC title.

. Huffman gained his 100th of his career
with his semifinal victory and added 101 in
the title match,

“This is the greatest feeling ever,” an elat-
ed Huffman said. “It is just amazing to win
this title. I was confident and I knew he was
a good wrestler, but I thought I could pull
out the win.”

St. Clairsville senior Billy Barrath re-
mained unbeaten, winning the OVAC title at
135 pounds.

Barrath scored a 3-2 win over Qak Glen’s
Garrett 3ix and in the process upped his
mark to 17-0 on the season.

Barrath registered a late escape in the
match to earn his third point.

While winning the OVAC title, Barrath
had his mother on his mind, who had to miss
the tourney because of staying home with
Billy’s new-born brother.

“I am very happy with the title, but I wish
my mom was able to be here to see it,” Bar-
rath said. “This is just a great feeling. All of
my matches were close, but I was just hop-
ing I could pull it out.”

Monroe Central, which was in a fight
with Shadyside for the 2-A title for the en-
tire tournament, registered a champion at
145 pounds:

Junior dandy Christopher Wilson scored a
3-2 win over Qak Glen's Matt Wharton.

Wilson, who was ruanerup a season ago,
came into the tournament seeking some re-
spect as he was voted the four seed for this
year's event,

The Seminole junier upped his mark to
24-2 on the season.

Wilson jumped out to a 5-0 lead early
thanks to a near-fall in the middle period.

“After last year, when I got second and
afler my freshman year when I didn’t place,
it has been my goal to win this tournament. I
am very happy to finally win this tourna-
ment,” the modest Wilson said.

Buckeye Local's David
Bertolino captured his first
OVAC title by virtue of a for-
feit,

Edison’s John Proka-
pakis was unable to go
in the finals due to an
injury he incurred in
the semifinals.

“I didn't get to win it
last year, so I wanted
to finish what I started.

now ' have to get ready
for the postseason,” the per-
sonable Bertolino explained.

Shenandoah’s Jesse Wells

successfully defended his OVAC title
from a year ago, scoring a tough 2-1 victory
over Harrison Central’s Tony Carrothers.

Indian Creek gained a titlist at 125
pounds when Josh Johnston was able to fight
off a game Bubba LaRew of Beallsville,

LaRew entered the tournament as the
eighth seed and battled his way through the
bracket to arrive in the title match. The Blue
Devil senior is now 21-3 on the campaign.

In the final, Johnston jumped out to a big
lead, but LaRew baitled back to get within
one in the third period. Johnston was able to
hang for a 9-3 win.

Brooke's Phil Bliss picked up the OVAC
title at 140 pounds when he decisioned top-
seeded Jesse Irwin of Shadyside.

Irwin got out to an early lead, but Bliss
tallied with a flurry and was able to hang on
for the title.

A match which went a long way in help-
ing the Golden Bears wrap up the team title
was at 171 pounds when senior standout
Derrick Stickles handed Beaver Local's Jor-
dan Williams a hard-fought 1-0 setback.

Beaver Local’s Adam Hoppell won his
second consecutive OVACPtitle at 215
pounds. He used a late flurry to decision pre-
viously unbeaten Vince Magnone of Weir-
ton.

The sophomore standout, whose dad won
three state titles in high school, tallied a 4-3
decision. ‘

It feels good to win, but .

T-L Photo/PAULA GINTHER

MARTINS FERRY freshman Clay Tucker (behind) takes John Marshall's Jon
Howard to the mat during the 103-pound championship match. Tucker took home

the OVAC Crown with a decision.

TEAM SCORING:
OVERALL -- Oak Glen, 209.5; Beaver Local,
2086; John Marshalt, 203.5; Martins Ferry, 201
Harrison Central, 151.5; Brooke, 127; Shady-
side, 124; Buckeys Local, 119.
4-A — Beaver Local, 208; John marshall,
Brooke; Buckeye Local; East Livberpool, 89.
3-A — Oak Glen 209.5; Martins Ferry, 201;
Harrison Central, 151.5; Indlan Creek, 99;
Barnesville, 90.

2-A — Shadysids, 124; Monroe Central, 90.5;
Wellsville, 56; River, 52; Steubenville Cenfral,
39.5.

1-A -- Cameron, 107.5; St. John Central, 58;
Bealisvilla, 36.5; Wairton Madonna, 28,5;
Linsly, 10.
CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS
103 — Clay Tucker (MF) dec. John Howard
14-3

JM), .

SI12 -~ Lucas Huffman (Riv) dec. Josh Hoover
{Beav), 11-8.

11% - .110cll1n Tiemey (MF) dec. Adam Kennedy

(WP},

125 -- Josh Johnston (IC) dac, Bubba LaRew
(Bealls), 8-3, -

130 - David Tierney {MF) dac. Jared Hoppal

(Beaver), 6-3.

135 -- Billy Barrath (St.C) dec. Garrett Six

(0Q), 3-2, '

140 — Phit Bliss (Brooks) dec. Jesse Irwin

{Shady), 7-5.

145 -- Christopher Wilson (MC) dec. Matt

Wharton (OGE 52,

152 -- Derek George (JM) dec. Dersk Roth

{MF), 2-0. :
160 — David Bertolino (BL) won by forfeit.

171 -- Derrick Stickles (OG) dec. Jordan

Willlams (Beaver), 1-0.

188 — Chris Taylor (JM) dec. Jordan Williams
Beaver), 3-1.

15 - Adam Hoppel (Beaver) dec. Vince Man-

gona (Weir), 4-3
275 -~ Jesse Wells {Shen) dac. Tony Car-
rothers (HC), 2-1.

THIRD-FOURTH
103 -- Anthony Valles (WM) dec. Justin
Goneau (0G), 8-3.
112 -- Jesse Emery (HC) dec. Brian
Humphray (WP', 6-2.
118 -- Kyla Glasser {(Shady) pinned Mike
Sasouletof (JM), 1:30.
125 — Braden Shaw (Brk) dec. Brian Turmbuil
(BL}, 3-1, OT.
13&) -~ Kyle Mull (JM) dec. Vic Bologna (HC),
8-

135 - Dave Durbin {Brk) pinned Jon Varner
(Beaver), 2:12.

140 - Steve Flawers (OG) dec. Kellen Hugh-
es (IC), 4-0,

" 145 - Jeremy Shaw (Beaver) dec. Brock Bow-

man (BL), 6-4.

162 -- Tucker Brown {Cam) dec. Chad Snyder
(TC), 4-2. -

160 - Derek Sefsick {HC) dec. Chad Barker
(Bames), 10-4. .

171 -- James Lyons (Steub) dec. Eric
Spliznoggle (HC), 6-4.

189 -- Jared Williams (Beaver) dec. Adam

Snyder {St.C), 5-3.

215 -- Josh Stansbury (EL) pinned Chris
Fankhausaer (Ed), 3:34.

275 - Jos Caughney {OG) pinned Matt DuVall

{Bell), :26.
FIFTH-SIXTH

103 -- Luke Hoppell (Boav) pinned Jordan Sei-

dler (MC}, 2:18,

112 — Ben Cain (Meadow} pinned Chris Troy-

an (MF}, 2:38

119 -- Scott Campbell {(HC) dec. Jonathan

McFariand {Brk), 11-6.

125 -- Jarrod Anderson {Barnas) daec. Mike

Jonas {MF), 4-0.

130 ~ Shawn Fullerton (Cam) dec. Jason Lu-

cas (Bames), 4-2.

135 -- Ryan Ferguson (MC} dec. Cory Smith

(MF), 3-1.

140 — Chris Case (SJC) dec. Jason Peddicord

OVAC Wrestling Results

(Barnes), 2-1.

145 -- Jeremy Cowan (EL) dec. Bobby Samsa
{Shady), 1-1, OT criteria.

152 -- Luke Burkhardt {Shady} dec. Ryan
Tacosik {UL), 3-1.

160 —~ Roger Kupfer (Cam) won bCV disqualifi-
cation over Robble Dimmerling (MC).

171 -- Justin Hepe (SJC) dec. Jon Arnette

‘(Wells), 5-2.

188 —~ Anlhonzy Gump (IC) dec. Derek Conrad-
Meaadow), 4-2,

15 -- John Wells (JM) dec. Bill Whitehill -
(OG), b-2. -
275 -- Kosl Davia (UL} dec, Eugene Henry

(M), 3-1.
SEVENTH-EIGHTH
103 ~ Anthony Vulffield (EL) dec. Scott Bum-

ardner [WP_}, 10-4.
2]02 -- Allen Taylor (JM) dec. Matt Smith (Brk),,
119 - John Petrozzi (BL) dec. Ben Young
SSleub). 7-3.

’%50 )—SJ?son Koonce (JM) dec, Aaron Brown
%I%o 5_ (13Iéy10n Benadict (MC) dac. John Leas
ga .- Chase Jolly (Ed) dec. Thad Brosier |
(Steub), 7-0.

140 -- David Babel {Steub) dec. Brandon:'
Bruce (Bell), 12-4.

145 -- Jason Bahmer (Barnes) pinned Jeif
Casey (Meadow), 2:33, ;:
152 -- Johnny Jefleris (Barnes) dec. Luke”
High (Camby), 13-0.

1&%-§-Chris Green (EL) dec. Chaz Yoder

, 51, 1

ST1 -- T¥|Ier Schumacher {MC) dec, Sean _
Grinch (Shadyy), 5-4.

189 -~ Dustin Holt (MF) pinned Jon Gordon

. Cenlral}, :23. :

15 -- Joe Weaver (Mag) dec. Codey Leach
Shen), 3-2,

75 — Michasi Price (Camb) pinned Troy Al-
lenby (WP), 4:13.

SEMIFINALS

103 -- Clay Tucker(MF) dec. Justin
Gonaa(%OG); Jon Howard(JM) dec. Anthony
Vallas(WM), 6-2. ‘
112 -- Lucas Huffman(R) dec. Brian
HumghreyngP). 15-4; Josh Hooover(B) dec.
Ben Cain, 7-1.

119 -- Adam Kanneﬂywvlfl)l dec. Mike Fa-
soulostos(dM), 12-2; John Tiernay(MF) dec.
Scott Cam eIILHC), 5-0.

125 -- Jash Johnston(IC) dec. Jarred Ander-
son{Barn), 3-0; Roscoe Larew (Beall) dac.
Mike Jones(MF), 5-0.

130 -- David Tlernaylr_iMF) dec. Vic
Bologna({HC), 13-4, Jared Hoppel(Beav) dec. .
Jason LLucas(Bam), 5-1.

135 -- Garret Six(OG) dec. Tony
Warner(Mead), 7-5; Billy Barath{STC) dec.
Corey Smith{MF), 7-6.

140 -- Jogse Irwin(Shady) dec. Kellan Hugh-
es(IC), 7-1; Phil Bliss(B) dec. Steve
Flowers(QG}, 4-1.

145 — Christopher Wilson(MC) dec. Jeremy:
Shaw{Beav), 5-4; Matt Wharton(OG) pinned
Brock Bowman(BL), 5:10.

152 - -Derek ean‘a(Jw dec. Chad
Snider{TC), 9-2; Derek Roth{MF) dac. Tucker
Brown(C), 7-2.

160 - -John Prokapakis{E) won by disqualifica-
tion over Roger Kupfer{C); David
E%r{allno(BL) pinned Robble Dimmerling(MC),

171 -- Derrick Stickles(0G) dec. Jameas
Lyons(Steub), 7-2; Jordan Williams(Beav)
dsc. Eric Sgitznogq_laiHC), 5-4,

189 -- Chris Talyor{JM) dec. Adam
Snydet(STC), 10-8; Ronnie Hebrock(OG) dec.
Jerry Willlams Beav{. 3-1,

215 — Adam opge Beav) tech fall over Chris,
Fankhauser(E), 20-5; Vince Magnons{Welr)
dec. Josh Stansbury(EL), 3-2,

275 -- Tony Carruthers(HC) pinned Matt Du-
vall{Bell), 3:46; Jesse Wells(Shen) dec. Koel
Davia{UL), 3-2 TB. .
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PeteCuffaro - a True Friend to Ohio Valley Wrestling

Italian American of the Year”

Peter L. Cuffaro has been a friend of Ohio
Valley wrestling for over two decades. The
2002 OVAC souvenir wrestling program was
dedicated to Pete Cuffaro and his service to
the mat sport.

A Linsly graduate who earned ,
degrees at both West Virginia Uni-
versity and West Libe tate Col-
lege, Pete Cuffaro has given himself
to various programs throughout the
Ohio Valley. .

This wrestling enthusiast specifi- |
cally remembers Pete's supgort of
the Bridge Street Middle School B
(Wheelincg) Mat program

Peie
to say “‘No.”” .

Itis not in his vocabulary when it
comes to helping area’s young people. There
is not enough room on these pages to mention
all the youth-oriented organizations Pete is

associated with.

Pete Cuffaro is a very familiar face at mat-
side during the annual OVAC Wrestling Tour-
nament. Pete has been a match scorekeeper
and timekeeper for as long as yours truly can
remember. In this capacity, Cuffaro is highly
valued by the tourney's referces. They know
when Pefe Cuffato is keeping score, there are

uffaro does not know how (RIS .
Pete Cuffaro

no mistakes.

Pete Cuffaro is also a close friend of the
Robert Burke family of Wheeling, and was
dec];s:{r saddened when young Danny Burke (a
wrestler for Wheeling Park High School under
then Coach Buzz Evans) was Killed
in & tragic car accident after a match,

Not only did Pete play a promi-
Sl nent role in helping institute a

8 wrestling scholarship in Burke's
name, but he annually presents the
Daniel M. Burke Memorial
Wrestling Scholarship Award at the
B OVAC spring banquet,

_ Pete Cuffaro s also a talented

d writer, He has penned a number of
articles in Sunday News-Register’s
Mat Talk series as a guest columnist,
His writings are imformative, inspirational,
and always upbeat. Pete Cuffaro knows how
to impact both the young and old with his pos-
itive attitude on life.

Over the years, Pete has received numerous
accolades.and awards for his community serv-
ice endeavors, Some of the more impressive
honors include:

m ““Quistanding Young Men of America”
Award (1987)

m Upper Ohio Valley Italian Festival

*QOutstandin
Award {1992},
M Dapper
Achievement Award for Com-
munity Service™ (1994).

B West Virginia Jaycee
““Qutstanding -youn% est
Virginian” Award (1994),

ete Cuffaro resides in
Wheeling with his lovely
wife, Erin, and his beautiful
stepdaughier, Jessica. When
talking about how he
approaches life, Pete Cuf-
fara’s philosophy is right on
tnrgct.

Count your blessings!”’
OVAC

‘No matter how bad you think you have it,
look around you. You can always find some-
body else who has it worse off than you do.

restling Warrior

Coach Joe Thomas's OVAC Wrestiing
Warrior of the week is St. Clairsville’s Billy
Barath. A senior grappler for the Red Devils,
he is a 3-year varsity lettermen for the team.

His past accomplishments include: Over
100 Career Wins, 2001 St. John's Invitational
and Knights Inn Champion. Billy also placed
in the 2001 OVAC Tourmnament.

His most recent achievement was & thir
.= place finish in the annual Shadyside Invite

Dan Club “‘Outstanding tional.

! Congratulations are extenc
ed to Billy Barath — thi
week's OVAC Wrestlin
Warrior!

Mat
Talk

Larry Deaton and Jac
Regis, two the Valley’
finest mat officlals are con
peting wiitlLlcnc‘rtlhother th
“Bv DR.BII; “EWEI; JKER> Season, picking the winnel
BfDB‘ BlIJi YHLRERY of select?‘:d weekly matche

Let’s see who has the be:
end-of-the-year victory percentages.
Thursday, Jan
Triangular at Beallsville

Deaton: Waterford 40, Bridgeport 2.
Beallsville 31, Waterford 29; Beallsville 4.
Bridgeport 15

Regis: Waterford 39, Bridgeport 14
Waterford 33, Beallsville 27; Beallsville 31

Bridgeport 15
! Mat Message
“It is good manners which make the exce
lence of a neighborhood.”’
- — Confoch

Craig Honored as ‘Mr. Mat’ for 2002

Indian Creek principal excelled as wrestler and coach

- By PAT O’HARA
For The Sunday News-R

As a coach and as a wrestler, this
year's recipient of the' Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference's prestigious
Mr. Mat Award was a major player
on the area wrestling scene for near-
ly three decades,

Indian Creek High School princi-
pal John Craig was honored as this
year's Mr. Mat at the Wheeling
Civic Center Saturday night during a
special ceremony held prior to the
finals of the 49th annual OVAC
Wrestling Tournament.

Although he would go on to
wrestle for a national coliegiate
championship and coach six OVAC
Tournament championship teams,
Craig didn’t step onto the mat for
the first time until he came out for
the Follansbee High wrestling team
as a senior.

Current OVAC Wrestling Direc-
tor Ron Mauck was Craig’s first
wrestling coach at Follansbee.,

Whatever Mauck taught Craig
must have made quite an impression
because the first-year wrestler

- proved to be a gquick study.

Craig decided to pursue a
wrestling career at the collegiate
level and headed off to West Liber-

ty.
The Hilltoppers were aiready a
. well-established small-college mat
ower and the youngster from

rooke County youngster fit right -

in,

Craig was a three-year letterman
at WLSC and served as team co-cap-
tain his final two seasons.

He was an All-West Virginia
Conference selection during all three
of his varsity campalgns and was

twice honored as the C’s most
valuable wrestler,
Craig capped his collegiate career

- with an impressive performance at
the 1972 National Association of

* * Xk

Intercollegjate Athletics tournament
when he advanced all the way to the
national chamPionshif match in his
weight class to attain NAIA All-
America status.

Having been bitten hard by the
wrcstlinf bug in hi‘fh school, Craig
decided to spread the gospel of
wrestling as a coach.

Less than three months after

aduating from WLSC, he landed
is first head coaching {ob at Hilis-
boro (Ohio) High School.

After two successful seasons at
Hillsboro, Craig spent the 1974
campaign as head wrestling coach at
Oregon Clay in northwest Ohio
before returning to the Ohio Valley
as head coach at Steubenville in
1975, N

Cralg guided Big Red’s mat for-
tunes from 1975-93 before moving
up the road to Wintersville and tak-
ing the reins of the Indian Creek
Redskins from 1993-98,

Success followed Craig as thun-
der follows lightning. He wragyed
up a sterling 25-year coaching
career with a dual-meet record 201-
74-3 (.728).

He coached three straight unbeat-
en teams at Steubenville (1987-88-
89) and also tumed in an unblem-
115332 campaign at Indian Creek in

—

MR, MAT AWARD

Presented ﬁnnually in recognition
of an individual's meritorious serv-
ice to the sport of wrestling in the

Upper Ohio Valle :
4 Bk

1976: George Kovalick
1977: Bili Van Homne
1978: John Vrotsos
1979: Richard Edge
1980: Georﬁe Walle
1981: Bob Hedmon
1982: Paul Crago
1983: Dr. Vincent Monseau
1984: Bili Hinegardner
1985: Dennis Bowman
1986:; Ron Mauck

1987: Eric Carder

1988: Dave Kovalick
1989; Steve Kish

1990:; Carl Fodor

1991: Dr. William Welker
1992; Larry Deaton
1993; John Stephenson
1994: Joe Bates

1995: Bob Bruney
1996: Larry Chambers
1997: Gary Davis

1998: Cal Pokas

1999: Tom Lackman
2000: Ed “Buzz'' Evans.
2001; Bill McEldowney
2002: John Craig

A five-time OVAC Coach of the
Year, Craig’s teams won three
OVAC dual meet championships,
six OVAC overall tournament titles;
eight Ohio sectional tournaments,
nine Ohio district events and 42 reg-
ular-season invitationals,

Craig had 87 wrestlers qualify to
compete in the Ohio state tourna:
ment and 23 of them placed to earn
All-Ohio taurels, -

There were five individual state

chamgions and a staggering 31

OVAC individual titlists.

His squads weren't lacking for
team accomplishments. Craig led
four teams 10 top five finishes at the
Ohio state tournzment and his 1988
Steubenville team was the Ohio

Division II runnerup. The following,

year, Big Red finished the regular
season as Ohio’s No. 1-ranked Divi-
sion IT mat squad.

Crnig’s success did not go unno-
ticed by his peers.

Along- with the five OVAC
Coach of the Year awards, he was
named Ohio Division IT wrestling
conch of the year and Ohjo East-
Southeast Division I coach of the
year in 1989.

He is a member of the West Lib-
erty State College Athletic Hall of
Fame and was inducted into the
Ohio Wrestling Hall of Fame in
1999,

John and his wife, Cuthr, are the
proud parents of Micheile, a 21-
ear-old senior at Miami (Ohio)
niversity.

Caltlyn Rodocker

A gair of Wheeling youngsters
will be competing for the Field-
house Soccer Club of Zanesville in
national indoor soccer champi-
onshaiP tournaments. :

C ﬂ¥ln Rodocker and Josh Hen-
derson helped their respective FSC

e-%roup squads qualify out of the

orth American National Indecor
East Regional held in Dublin, Ohio
earlier this month. :

Rodocker's under-11 girls’ team
breezed to the regional title, blast-
ing Hilliard 8-1 in the champi-
onship match.

Rodocker had five goals in the
tournament, including a hat trick in

Josh Henderson

Bound for Nationals

Wheeling youngsters starring in indoor socce:

Game Twa.

The national indoor under-1

Eirls championship tournament wil
e played at the Clevelan
Crunch's indoor facility in March.

Henderson's under-9 boys’ tear
lost to defending champion Ohi
SC, 4-1, in the regional final bt
qualified for nationals as a regiont
runncmcF.

Henderson scored three goal
and added a pair of assists durin
the tournament,

The FSC under-9 team will pla
in the national under-9 indoc
championships next month in Ba
timore, Md.
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Oak Glen Takes OVAC Wrestling Tournament 'T

By KIM NORTH
Staff Writer

Joey Caughey had been in this sit-
uation before.

One year ago to the day, the Oak
Glen heavyweight found himself
needing a pin in the third-place
match of the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference wrestling tournament to
secure the overall championship for
his squad.

Instead, he won by a decision and
the Golden Bears settled for second
place behind East Liverpool.

Late Saturday night, the Oak Glen
senior only needed a decision in the
third-place bout to lift his team past
Beaver Local and to the overall title,
and this time he didn’t disa]gpoint as
he pinned Bellaire’s Matt Duvall in
a mere 26 seconds to give Oak Glen
the overall title by 3 %4 points
(209 2 -206) over Beaver Local at
the Wheeling Civic Center.

“I'm just glad the team is takin
the OVAC title home,”’ he sai
while being congratulated by his
teammates and other wrestlers.

Tucker uffman Johnston

lation rounds were the key rounds.
“We had some kids really step up in
the semis and consolations, That’s
what you need.”

Eleven schools walked away with
individual champions, but only two
- Martins Ferry and John Marshall
— had more than one.

The Purple Riders, who finished
second behind Oak Glen in AAA,
had a trig of titlists in freshman fly-
weight Clay Tucker (103) and the
Tierney brothers — John (119) and
David (130).

Tucker got things started with a
14-3 major decision over John Mar-

J.Tierney

Bertolino

George

mine,”” noted George,

who

tturath

Stickles

“We've worked very hard for this.”’

improved to 28-1 on the season. “1
In one of the most balanced tour-

shall's Jon Howard, and the Tier- just played it smart after that.”’

naments in the 43-year history, John ney’s followed as John defeated He said that this title means a lot 45th OVAC Wrestling Tournament {MC)
Marshall finished third with 203}  Wheeling Park's Adam Kennedy 1- more than last year because of the CHAMPIONSHIR FINALS 4 Uohn M 174—quatin Hopa |
and Martins Ferry fourth with 201, 0 and David doubled up Beaver pressure that was on him to win, p037;Clay Tucker (Martins Ferry) mal. d. Jan Howard fJofin Mar- 168 —Antheny Gur

shall} 14-3
112—Lucas Huffman (River) d. Josh Hoover {Beavar Local) 11-8
p 1;)91—0John Tierney {Martins Ferry) d. Adam Kennedy (Whesling
ark) 1-
126—Josh Johnston (Indlan Cresk} d. Roscoe Larew (Beallsville)

276—Kosl Davla (L

103-—=Anthony Dufi
112—Allan Taylor {
118—John Patrozz:

While the ‘big boys’ were bat-
tling for the overall, Class AAA and
AAAA titles, Cameron claimed its

Local’s Jared Hopple 6-3.

In winning championships, the
( IS duo became only the third set of
14th consecutive Class A champi- siblings to win titles in the same
onship by outdistancing second- year. ‘
place Bellaire St. John's 107 14 -58. “That’s pretty good,” said David,

In double-A, Shadyside prevailed who had the pressure applied to him
over Monroe Central 124-90 4. after John won two weight classes

and the Tact that he defeated another
defending champion,

“I knew going into the match that
it would be a close one, but I wish I
would’ve come up the victor,"" said
Roth, who dropped to 19-4,

Oak Glen's only champion came
at 171 Eounds when top-seeded

9-3
130—David TiarnayMarllns Ferry) o, Jared
Ho_l:g:ul (Beaver Local) 5-3
_135—Billy Barath {St. Clalrevilla) d. Garrett
Six {Oak Glan) 3-2
140—Phil Bliss (Brooks) d. Jesse Irwin
{Shadyside} 7-5
146—Chrls Wilson {Monroe Central) d, Mart

Beaver Local won 4-A 206- ahead of him, Derrick Stickles used a second-peri-  Wharton {Osk Gian} 5-2
203 ' over John Marshail. “I was irying not to pay attention od escape to nip Beaver Local’s Jor- . 1527 DarekGaorge tlohn Marshall} d. Darak

Oak Glen had led throughout the
final session, but watched Beaver
Local take the lead after sophomore
Adam Hoppel defeated Weir's

dan Williams 1-0.

“This win was real good for the
team,”” Stickles, who is now 22-1,
said. “I've always said that

to his match becanse it makes me a
little nervous,”” David added.

For John, who had been a run-
nerup the past two years, this title

160—David Bartolino (BuckaEB Lacal} won
by forfelt over John Froka aklsé dison}

171—Darrick Stickles (Dak Glen) d. Jordan
Willlams (Beaver Lucal} 1-0

189—Chris Taylor (John Marehall) d. Ron
Hebrock {Oak Glen) 3-

Vince Magnone 4-3 in the 215- was special because he defeated a  wrestling is an individual sport and 315 Adam Hopps! (Beaver Local} d. Vince
pound finals. defending champion in Kennedy for that if you worry about yourself the Magnone (Wair ad°

However, this year Caughey was  the horor. team Wil take care of ifself. I think colthars (Hocrivan Contat o oo @ TonY
up to the task. “It's about time that I come out that was proven today.”’ THIRD-FO

“I kind of let the team down last Other champions included

PLACE
on top,” said John. 8 3103—:°ml|1t:m\,r Valies d. Juatin Goneau (0OG)

103—Tucker (MF)

Kcaf‘ and I wasn’t about to let that  John Marshall was the only other River's Lucas Huffman (112), Indi- ~ 112—Jssse Emery (HC) d. Brian Humphray (WP) 8:2 T uckar M
appen again,™ he said. “This year school with more than one champi- an Creek’s Josh Johnston (125), St.  J13—Kyle Glasser (35} p. Mike Fasoulstos ()b} 1:30 112_Huffiman (R}
wad our year. on as Derck George repeated his Clairsville’s Billy Barath (135), Cain (M} 7-1

130—Kyle Mult UMLd. Vie Balogna {Bul) 8-8
135—Dave Durhin {Brk) p. Jon Varner {BvL) 1:12
140—Stave Flowers CDG‘ d. Kellen Hughas {IC}) 4-0 Johnaton (IC
145—Jeremy Shaw ‘BVL d. Brock Bowman (Bul} 8-4 e naton
162—Tuckar Brown {Cam) d. Chad Snider (TC) 4-3 130 ) T (MF)
160—Doertick Sefslck (HC) d. Chad Barker (Barm) 10-4 Barm) 5.1 arney
171—Jamas Lyons (Steub) d. Eric Spitznogle (HC) 6-4 { ‘.’er"E -Si {0G) d. V
189—.Jarad Williams [ByL) d. Adam Snyder (StC} 5-3 140:ln:In(SS o i

It had been 10 years since Oak Campbell G 60
Glen topped the OVAC tournament, 128

but'to veteran head coach Larry (MF}
Shaw the wait was worth it,

“This was a very exciting tourna-

Phil Bliss (140) of Brooke; Monroe
Central’s Chris Wilson (1435), Buck-
eye Local’s Pavid Bertolino (160)
azrl_?SShcnandoah's Jesse Wells
(275).

title performance at 152 and Chris
Taylor, now 29-1, ruled the 189
class with a 3-1 victory over Oak
Glen's Ron Hebrock.

George, who was voted the

ment, ‘especially the way it ended up David Bierkortte Award winner by~ Of that group, only Wells defend- 318 —Joa Caugner 10 Eﬂ‘;ﬂ'{i‘uﬁ;ﬁ'ﬂ‘gﬁﬁﬂg:‘m‘" 324 145—Wilson (MC)
for-us;’” said an exuberant Shaw. the coaches, edged out Martins ed his title as he outlasted Harrison -SIXTH PLACE B aorge (M)

HP
103—Luke Hoppel {BvL} p. Jordan Selglazr_lMC) 2:18

wyr -
I'm real proud of our kids, They 112—Ben Cain tM} p. Chris Troyan (M

Ferry's Derek Roth, another defend- Central’s Tony Carothers 2-1 in the 1680—Prokaopakis {

wrestled very consistent all week- ing champion, was a 2-0 margin. finals, 119—Scott Campball (HC) o, Janathan McFarland (Bri) 11-8 171—5Stickles (O
:nd. Our seniors performed great I thought that if I could get the Huffman, who is now 25-1,  }i—Jlwed Andarson (Barni d Mike Janes (MF) 6 0,2 SPiBoe '3%?5#1; |
Jowd Here. first takedown that the match was defeated Beaver Local’s Josh (ByL) 31

135—Hgan Farguson (MC) d. Coray Smith (MF} 3-1
140—Chris Case {BS)) d, Jason Peddlcord {Barn) 2-1

215—Hoppsl IIBng
145—Jaremy Cowan (EL} d. Bohby Samsa {SS}, ot criteria

{Walr} d. Stansbury {
275—Carothers (H

He $aid the semifinals and conso-
acosik {LIL) 3-1

Photo by Scott McCloskey

162—Luke Burkhardt &SS) d. Ryan

160—Roger Kupfer ({Cam) won by disg, over Robbis Dimmerling  (UL) 3-2 20t

Tires
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NATIONAL TIRE

& BATTERY

WE KNJW TIRES

*25 OFF

FOUR MICHELIN GOODfYI
OR DUNLOP TIRES

Includas spacial order. Thiu 1128

The NTB Customer Pledge

* "We'll install up to 4 tires in 1 hour or less or we'll give you $20 off your purchase
* "We'll install 2 battery in 1/2 hour or less ar we'll give you $10 off your purchase

* Qur tire specialists provide expert service with your satisfactlon guaranteed

* We have the top brands—-Michelin, Goodyear, DieHard®, Manroe and more

= We offer a varlety of services Including alignments, shocks, struts, brakes and more
» if you find a lower price, we'll match it, guaranteed. See store for detaits
* We're open early and late 7-days a week

NO INTEREST, NO PAYMENTS FOR 90 DAYS*"
WITH THE NTEB CREDIT CARD!
3200 minimum purchase required. Instant credit avallable. See stove for detadks. .

Tire prices good theu Saturday 1/26
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WHEN You
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Mr. Mat ’63 102
P175/705R13 F195/60HR14 P215/755A15

John Craig, left — Indian Creek High School’s principal — was named “Mr. Mat” on Saturday at the . Symenetry Pilot XGT H4 XCLT4 ‘ Waz

OVAC Wrestling Tournament at the Wheeling Civic Center. Cralg is pictured with OVAC-Wrestling £5,000 Milz Warran 50,000 Mile Warranty* 60/50,000"* Mile Wamanty* 65,0

Tournament Director Ron Mauck. Full coverage of the announcement can be found on page B7.
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‘akes OVAC Wrestlmg Tournament Team T1tle

Huffman

« Tounds were the key rounds.
had some kids really step up in
:mis and consolations, That's
you need.”’
xven schools walked away with
idual champions, but only two
artins Ferry and John Marshall
d more than one.
e Purple Riders, who finished
id behind Oak Glen in AAA,
trio of titlists in freshman fly-
1t Cloy Tucker {103) and the
ey brothers — John (119) and
1(130).
cker got things started with a
ma jor decision over John Mar-
on Howard, and the Tier-
; followed as John defeated
Jing Park’s Adam Kennedy 1-
1 David doubled up Beaver
's Jared Hopple 6-3.
winning championships, the
recame only the third set of
1gs 1o win titles in the same

hat’s pretty good,'’ said David,
1ad the pressure applied to him
John won two weight classes
| of him.
was trying not to pay attention
. match because it makes me a
nervous,”” David added.
r John, who had been a run-
' the past two years, this title
ecial because he defeated a
ing champion in Kennedy for
Mo,
's about time that [ come out
3,”* said John.
i Marshall was the only other
11 with more than one champi-
i Derek George repeated his
serformance at 152 and Chris
w, now 29-1, ruled the 189
with a 3-1 victory over Oak
s Ron Hebrock.
sorge, who was voted the
1 Bierkortte Award winner by
rouches, edged out Martins
's Derek Roth, another defend-
wampion, was 12-0 murgin.
thought that if 1 could pet the
takedown that the match was

Tucker

J.Tierney Johnston

Hoover 11-8. He won his 100th
career bout in the semis.

Johnston, now 24-3, became the
Redskins’ third OVAC champ when
he scored a 9-3 decision over
Beallsville's Roscoe Larew, who
entered the event seeded eighth,

Barath, now 17-0, was the only
wrestler to finish the tournament

with a still unblemished record. He

Bliss

D.Tiéméy rarath

nipged Oak Glen’s Garrett Six 3-2.
liss, now 26-3, held off top-
seeded Jesse Irwin of Shadyside by

a 7-5 count,

Wilson, who was a runnerup last
year, ran his record to 24-2 with a
5-2 verdict over Ouak Glen's Matt
Wharton, who reached the finals
aftery pioning Buckeye Local’s
Brock wowman in the semis while
trailing 13-4,

Bertolino had the easiest of times
as he was awarded a Torfeit win
over Edison’s John Prokapakis, who

was injured in the semifinals but

George Bertolino
mine,”” noted George, who
lrnprovecl to 28-1 on the season, “1
just played it smart after that,”’

¢ said that this title means a lot
more than Yast year because of the
pressure that was on him to win,
and the fact that he defeated another
defending champion.

“I knew going into the match that
it would be a close one, but I wnsh 1
would've come up the victor,”” said
Roth, who dropped to 19-4.

Oak Glen’s only champion came
at 171 pounds when top-seeded
Derrick Enckles used a second-peri-
od escape to nip Beaver Local’s Jor-
dan Williams 1-0.

“This win was real good for the
team,”” Stickles, who is now 22-1,
said. “I've always said that
wrestling is an individual sport and
that if you worry about yourself the
team will take care of itself. I think
that was proven today.”

Other champions included
River’s Lucas Hutfman (112), Indi-
an Creek’s Josh Johnston (125), St.
Clairsville’s Billy Barath (135),
Phil Bliss (140) of Brooke; Monroe
Central’s Chris Wilson (1435), Buck-
eye Local's David Bertolino (160)
and Shenandoah's Jesse Wells
(275).

Of that group, only Wells defend-
ed his title as Ee outlasted Harrison
Central's Tony Carothers 2-1 in the
finals.

Huffman, who is now 215-1,
defeated Beaver Local’s Josh

School’s principal — was named “Mr. Mat” on Saturday at the
Vheeling Civic Center. Cralg is pictured with OVAC-Wrestling
coverage of the announcement can be found on page B7.

Photo by Scott McCloskey

~ " Tiuppel

Wells awarded the victory because of an

illegal hold.

OVAC WRESTLING TOURNAMENT RESULTS

439th OVAC Wruﬁlng Tournament
CHAMPIO| NALS

h1=)”31—CIay Tucksr {Martins Farry) maj. d
shall} 14-3
112—Lucas Huffman {River) d. Josh Hoover {Baaver Local) 11-8
P 1|;|)9—John Tierney {Martins Ferry} d. Adam Kennedy {(Whesling
ar
126—Josh Johnston (Indian Creek) d. Roscoe Larew {Beallsville)

-3
130—David T|arnav (Martlns Ferryl d. Jared
Huf;ful |Beavar Local} &
6—2Billy Barath (St. Clairsville) d. Garrett
Slx {Cak Glan} 3
—F'hil Ellaa {Brooke) d. Jesse Irwin
tShadys[ 8) 7-5
45—Chris W”nsnn lMunrue Central) d. Matt
Wharton {Oak Glen) 5
62— Derak, Gaon e IJohn Marshsll) d. Darek
Holh {Martins Ferry
160—David Bertul[no (Buckage Local) wan
by forfeit over John PrukaBukla {Edison}
71—Derrick Stickles (Dak Glen) d. Jordan
W|Illams (Bﬂavar Local) 1-0
—Chria Taylor tJnhn Marshall} d. Ran
Hahrcu:k (DE Glan) 31
215—Adam Hu|:;:-al {Boaver Local) d. Vince
Mazq’nuna {Wair) 4
b—Jesse Wells {Shenandoah} d. Tony
Carothers {Harrison Central) 2-1
RD-FOURTH

PLACE
103—Anthony Valles d. Justin Goneau {OG)

-3
112—.Jasse Emary {HC}) d. Brian Humphrey {WP) 8-2
119—Kyla Glasser (5S) p. Mike Fasouletos UM} 1:30
126—HBraden Shaw(Btk?d Ryan Turnbull {Bul) 3-1 ot
130—Kyla Mull (J cl Vlc Bologna (Bul) B-8
1356—Dave Durbln l Jon arnar {Bvl} 1:12
140—Stave Flowers [D ;cl Kellan Hughes {{C}) 4-0
145—-Jaramy Shaw (BvL} d. Brock Bowman {(Bul) 6-4
52—Tucker Brown {Cam} d. Chad Snider {TC} 4-3
160—Derrick Sefsick (HC) d. Chad Barkar {Barn) 10—4
171—James Lyons {Steub} d. Eric Spitznagla (HC)
189—Jared Willlams (BvL) d. Adam Snyder (SICE
2156—Josh Stansbur&gEL) p. Chris Fankhauser & d} 3:34
275-—Joa Caugheay { I; HMatt DuvaU\BaIl) o

103—Luke Hoppel (BvL} p. Jorden Seidier (MC) 2:18
112—Ben Cain {M) p. Chris Troyan (MFLA .38

119--Scott Camphall (HCh d, Jnnnthan cFarland (Brk) 11-6
125—Jared Andarscn {Barn} d Miks Jones {MF) 6-0
130—Shawn Fullerton (Cam) d. Jason Lucas {Barn) 4-2
135—Hr]an Ferguson }MC) o. Corey Smith (MF} 3-1

. Jon Howard {John Mar-

140—Chria Casae {BS)) d, Jasen Peddicord {Barn) 2-1

145—Jeramy Cowan (EL} d. Bobb)'[ Samsa SS), ot critaria
152—Luke Burkhardt {SS) d. Ryan Tacosik (U

160—ARoger Kupfar {Cem) won by dieq. uvar Hobbla Dimmerling

{MC)
171—Justin He (BSJ) d. Jan Arnette (Walls) 5-2
188—Anthon rﬁ {IC} d. Derek Conrad {M} 4-2
216—=John alls {JM) d. Bill Whitehill tOG B-2

275—Koel Davla{UL)d Eugene HeH[ly

} 3»1
103—~Anthony Dufﬂeld (EL) d. Scott Bum '_Eardnar (WP} 10-B
112—Allen Taylor (JM) ¢. Matt Smith (B
119—John Petrozzy {Bul) d. Ban Young (Steub} 7-3
o2 126—Jazon Koontz (JM) d. Aaron Brown {MC}
130 Claytan Benedict (MC) d. John Leas (IC}

135 Chase Jolly [Ed) d. Thad Crosiar (Steub}

-0
140--David Babal {Steub) d. Brandon Bruce
(Ball} 12-5

146—dJason Bahmer (Barn} p. Jeff Casey (M)

2: 33
—Johnny Jeffsris {Barn} tach. fall over
Luke High {Camb}
160—Chris Grean IEL) d. Chris Yoder (MF} 5-1
st 1;:‘1—Tyler Schumacher {MC) d. Sean Grinch
11389—~Dustin Holt (MF} p. Jon Gardon (WC)

21E--Jne Weaver (Mag) d. Cadey Leach
{Shen} 3-2
275--Trov Allenby (WP} p. Michas] Price

{Camb) 4
AMHONSHIP SEMIFINALS
103—Tuckasr (MF) wnn by inj. defsult over Goneau {OG); Howard
{JM} d. Valles (YWM) 6-
Calﬂ%ﬁ)Huﬂman {R) rna} d. Humphray (WP} 15-4; Hoover {BvL) d.
byl
119— Kannadv (WP} maj, d. Fasoulstos (JM} 12-2; Tierney (MF) d.
Camphal] (HC) 5-
‘M}:l; 5z.]nhl‘lstnn {IC} d. Anderson {Barn} 3-0; Larew (Beal} d. Jones
‘3133—1{‘Bmay {MF) ma. d. Bologna (HC) 13-4; Hoppel (BvL) d. Lucas
arn
136—Six {OG) d, Vamer (BvL} 7-5; Barath {51C) d. Smith {MF) 7-8

140—Irwm|58&nd Hughes {IC) 7-1; Bliss {Brk) d. Flowsrs (OG) 4-1
‘E1ij—W|Iann {MC) d. Shaw (BVLS 5-4;, Wharton {OG} p. Bowman
u

162—Gaarge (JM} d. Snider (TC} 9-2; Roth (MF) d. Brown (Cam} 7-2
160-—Prokaopakis tEd) won by dia% ovar Kuplai'l m}
{ ; Williams (BvL} d.

171—5tlckles (OG d. Lyons {Stauh} 7-2
Spitzno atHC)
139 ay or (JM) d, Snyder (StC) 10-8; Hebrock {OG) d. Williams

{BvL} 3

215-—-Hoppat (BvL) tach, fall over Fankhauser (Ed} 20-5; Magnona
{Wair) d. Stansbury {EL) 3-2

275—Carothers (HC) p. Duvall (Bsll} 3:46; Walls {Shen) d. Davia
{UL) 3-2 20t

NATIONAL TIRE & BATTERY

WE KNJQW TIRES™

Inctutses special order, Thru 1/28

The NTB Customer Pledge

« "We'll Install up to 4 tires in 1 hour or less or we'll give you $20

* We have the top brands—Michelin, Goodyear, DieHard? Monroe

» If you find a lower price, we'll match it, guaranteed. See store for de
» We're open early and late 7-days a week

WITH THE NTB CREDIT CARD!

. ]
o e tiaia

Tire prices good thru Saturday 1/26

*95

| $63

P175/705R13 P195/60HR14 P215/755R15 P155/805R13 P195/10HR14
S Pilot XGT* H4 XCLy4 WeatherHandler LS SP Sport A2
i 69,000 MIL&Wwanr;' 59,000 Mile Warranty* B0/50,000" * Mile Warranty™ 65,000 Mile Waraniy* 50,000 Mile Warranty*
F95/755R14 T2 PIYB5HA1S $100 P235/75SR15 5107 P185/755R14 $53 F175/851714 366
P1B5/705R14 P205/65HA15 $102 P235/705R15 119 P195/70TR14 $'6 MEBSAHOHATE 17

*25 OFF

FOUR MICHELIN GOODSYEAR
OR DUNLOP TIRES |

» "We'll Install a battery in 1/2 hour or less or we'll give you $10 off your purchase
* Our tire spacialists provide expert service with your satisfaction guaranteed

» We offer a variety of services including alignments, shacks, struts, brakes and more

NO INTEREST, NO PAYMENTS FOR 90 DAYS**
$200 minimum purchase required. instant credit available. See store for detaifs

Tires installed in
one hour or less—
Guaranteed’

OUR EVERYDAY
LOW PRICES
WHEN YOU BUY

off your purchase

and more

tails

zzer $30

5p20 Your
P175/655R14 BW 25,000 Hh
P185/705R14 BW Warmnty*

Tread iy vary Whet DQuannies Lnt

* 02 *39 *65




MARTINS FERRY'S Clay Tucker galns the upperhand in
: _mgnt Thursday at the Whaeling Civic Center. Tucker prava

sl
s v
T-L Photo/PAULA GINTHER
TWO-TIME OVAC Wrestling Champion
Wamen Lallathin displays a pair of plaques
heiwas presented as Barnesville High's
175-pound champ in 1957-58. Lallathin,
now confined to a wheelchair, has received
umerous vislts and correspondence from a
gg[nber of ex-teammates and opponents
diifing his ongolng recovery.

Former OVAC

» Lallathin added, refer-
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touch,

As a8 16-year
old member of

C
the Barnesville . ‘

High wrestling B
team, Warren Fchh
Lallathin Gibson
Workcd hEI.l‘d tO 'nmes Leadﬁr
achieve his goal Sports Edilor
‘of becoming an
OVAC champi-
on.

That was in
1957.

As it turns out, all he needed was a litde faith.
That was the easy

part. :
Lallathin captured OVAC titles — both his
junior and senior years — with the Shamrocks.
A young man who went undefeated in his

.weight class (175), Lallathin was passionate

about the sport. He possessed a great desire to
compete...among other things.

“It was while I was in high school, I suddenly
got this great urge to go into the ministry. 1
decided then and there T wanted to dedicate my
life to (spreading the word),” he revealed.

“It came to be, I got just as excited about pin-
ning an opponent as I did about preaching the
gospel.” '

Following graduation, Lallathin aggressively
pursued his dream. He was accepted at highly-
regarded David Lipscomb University in
Nashville where he went on to eam his degree.

Lailathin’s career in ministry included a one-
year working stint at Ohio Valley College in
Parkersburg before he returned to his eastern
Ohio roots. '

of

“Moke”
it

n

Lallath

will ride his motorized scooter
to church where he'll officiate at

a wedding ceremony

o; Don Delande
Lattocha

look forward to the

tling Tournament

ear more than

t out of their

h and wish

and Latry

hadyside

Y
Lallathin explained.
hink it’s unique $0

a former runnerup in

ly this

Martins Ferry's Keith
area friends from the
In a few weeks,

“T always
OVAC Wres

“T just t

ring to

Sommer,

the state of Ohi
and Steve
Bridgeport
Mokros of §

... probabl

any other,”

of wrestling wen
way to keep in touc
me well.”

many

weaker,
iritually

P

“T may be physi
m definitely s

but I'

T-L Photo/PAULA GINTHER

his 103-pound match against Magnolia’s Austin Haley in the OVAC mat toumna-
fled by a technical fall. See story on page 2B. ‘

champ keeping the faith

REALITY CHECK

His much heralded local tenure included four
years as Minister of the St. Clairsville Church of
Christ. He served in a similar capacity eight
years in both Jerusalern and Quaker City.

While fully acknowledging the hardships one
encounters along the way, life has dealt Lallathin
a particularly harsh blow the past few manths.

“The day 1 was diagnosed with cancer...that
was so difficult to get through,” he said the other
day at his home in Bethesda.

Many frustrating, painful months followed as
Lallathin faced uncertainty. To be sure, there
were setbacks — both physically and mentally.

Lallathin endured surgery, but also went into
an extended a coma. When he awoke after seven
days, he was no longer able te walk without
assistance. - . )

Good news arrived, however, when Lallathin
was informed (the cancer) appeared to be going
into remission. ,

Last spring, while recovering at the
Barnesville Heaith Care Center, Lallathin’s faith
was once again renewed.

“I started receiving frequent visits from some
of my old wrestling buddies,” he said. “I can’t
express through words how this lifted my spir-
its.”

There were Shamrock wrestlers and ex-team-
mates- from the 50s, Wayne Farrabee and Carl
Lewis. :

Lallathin was especially touched when Betty

Ses, REALITY, Page 2B

d Ruth,

who wqus for the Honda

Corporation in Columbus. They
also have two grandchildren.-

harmacist at

he advised. “My faith
d his former
Delores, have two daugh-

Lallathin an

g,

ters — Janet, head p
Bamesville Hospital an

stronger,”
is everlasting.
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SPORTS

T-L Photos/PAULA GINTHER

TOP PHOTO: River's Lucas
Huffman (top) attempts o keep
Beaver Local's Josh Hoover in
his grasp during action in the
112-pound title match.

MIDDLE PHOTO: Martins
Ferry's David Tierney (top)
keeps hold off Beaver Local's
Jared Hoppel during the 130-
pound championship match,

LEFT PHOTO: Martins Ferry's
John Tiemey {top) is in control of
Wheeling Parlk’s Adam Kennedy
during the 119-pound litle bout.

N

Sunday, January 20, 2002

Oak Glen
captures
OVAC

mat title

By JEREMY MIDEI

and SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writers

After three days and more than 800 matches, the
Oak Glen Golden Bears stood above the remainder of
the OVAC mat field.

The Bears closed the affair with 209.5 points,
which narrowly defeated Beaver Local Beavers and
the John Marshall Monarchs in what became one of
the most closely contest tournaments in the 49-year
history.

The Beavers ended with 206 points and the
Monarchs tallied 203,5 markers throuph the event,

Along with the team champions in four classes, 14
individual grapplers also gained a title at one of the
nation’s most respected and largest wrestling tourna-
ments,

The Golden Bears took the trophy at in 3-A ahead
of runner-up Martins Ferry.

Shadyside captured the 2-A title in rather impres-
sive fashion, closing with 124 points, which was 23.5
better than runner-up Monroe Central.

Cameron earned the title in 1-A with 107.5 points.

Ses, OVAC, Page 3C




MacGnoLIA Stops RIVER

The Magnotla girls basketball team picked up
its fourth win in five games and stopped. River’s
11-game winning streak with a 55-47 victory
over the Pilots on Thursday/21.

Ghe Intelligencer.
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PORTS

Beaver Local

Secures Lead
After First Day

By RICHARD STEVENS
Sports Editor

East Liverpool's bid for a three-

?at at the Ohio Valley Athletic

onference ' ‘Wrestling
Championships, took a hit on
Th y during the first d“a%_lof the
49th annual event at the eeling
Civic Center.

The Potters finished the initial
da{' of action with just 19 points, not
only leaving them out of the top 10
overall, but fifth in the Class FSEAA
standings.

Meanwhile, their neighbor to the
north in Calcutta — Beaver Local
— took the lead with 48 points,

The tournament continues today
with action beginning at noon. The
second session begins at 6 p.m.

Beaver Local entered event
with three No. 1 seeds, with two,
coincidentally, who transferred from
East Liverpool. The Beavers finished
fourth in last year's even, 26 ﬂcn;ls
+ behind East Liverpool. Beaver
has never won the overall title at the
OVAC Tournament. ‘

The Beavers' 135-pounder Jon
Varner, and 145-pounder Jeremy
Shaw, wrestled for the Potters last
them win the OVAC

year, helpin
oach Scott Hiemstra's

tourney 1in
last season.

The other top seed, Adam Hoppel
(215), also won easily. .

Varner pinned River's Mac
Caneen in 1:04, Shaw ousted
Edison's Dominic Robinson in 3:28
and  Adam  Hoppel pinned
Wellsville’s Brian Fisher in 1:03.

Wheeling Park's Adam Kennedy,
who returied to defend his 119-
gound crown, pinned St. Clairsville’s

rian Lepic in only 21 seconds,

Shenandoah'’s Jesse Wells, who
won the heavyweight title on a pin
last winter, also won his.cc)lpemn
match easily with a 26-second fall o
Shadyside’s Chris Wallace,

As always, upsets were few and
far between during the first day.

That is, until the 130-pound
weight class happened.

ree of the eight seeded
wrestlers in the class first
- round decisions and will be forced to
battle out of the consolation bracket

tod%rl.
e highest to fall at 130 dJounds
was Monroe Central's lam
Benedict. Indian Creek’s John
finished off a grueling three periods
with a 6-4 decision,

Bealisville’s Mike Aberegg, the
No. 6 seed at 130, was defeated by
ls?vuckeye Local’s Albert Phillips 13-

Also, Steubenville’s Mike Licatta
fell to Brooke's Mike Durbin 7-1.

Other upsets included Wellsville
119-pounder Marcus Prendes,
wrestling at 119 pounds, falling to

%ndian\Creek’s Brad Armstrong 10-

John Marshall’s John Wells was
the other seed to fall, with the
Monarch senior drop%inmg1 a7-3
decision to Edison’s 8

Fankhauser.

N vieyofeg i ‘

0. .

P 2

inhest .

wrestler to fall ANNUAL
during the fist - OVAC
dayof action.  weEsTIING
Monarchs fin- TOURNEY'

ished the first
day with 43
gmts, just five

hind Class AAAA leader Beaver
Local but still 3% points behind
overall No. 2 Qak Glen,

Cameron continued its domi-
nance in the Class A ranks, scoring
34 points after the first day to tie
Shadyside for fifth in the overall
standings. Second place in single-A
is Bellaire St. John's with 17
points,

The Tigers are pacing the Class
AA standings with 34 points, well
ahead of the Seminoles, who gar-
nered 22 markers.

Oak Glen holds a nine-point lead
over Martins Ferry in lrrép e-A with
Bamesville sitting in third place with
30 points.

ere were a total of 123 first-
round pins Thursday, with the most
coming in the 160-pound weight
class, where all but one match was
decided by af_pin.

The beneficiary of the night’s two

quickest pins were a pair of Dragons. .

Cameron 145-pounder Josh
Whipkey dropped a?nolia’s John
M&riﬁ(ﬁeld to the consolation bracket
with a 9-second fall.

Teammate Roger Kupfer, the No.
1 seed at 160 pounds and defending
champion in the weight class, pinned
Conotton Valley’s Tim Frederick in
10 seconds,

Martins Ferry 103-pounder Clay
Tucker didn’t earn a pin, but the No.
1 seed finished with a technical fall
of Magnolia’s Austin Haley, 20-5.

The first day of action went
quickly, even though the tournament
began late,

uch of that wg}s attributed tgl th?
roany quick pins that are typicat o
the injtcilal l‘Ol.lrl}ld. P

Ail told, 36 pins finished in under
one minute and all the defending
champions came away with fails.

The tournament continues todag
with wrestlers warm-up at 10:3
am.,

The first matches are set to get
underway at noon, which will
include the consolation rounds,

The third session begins at 7 p.m.

John Marshall 152-pounder Derek George, rear,
the 49th annual OVAC Wrestling Champ

vying for the 152-pound crown.

We Meet

Again

George, Roth after same crown

By RICHARD STEVENS
Sports Editor

The last time John Marshall's
Derek George and Martins Ferry’s
Derek Roth locked up in a wrestling
match, they were both in Ilittle
league.

George won the match 2-1. That
was about six years ago,

Meeting No. 2 may come on
Saturday at the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference championship finals.

Neither one is interested in look-
ing ahead, but the seeds say they're
going to be there.

George, who won the 152-pound
weight class last year at the OVAC,
enters as the tournament’s No. 1
seed, .
Last year’s 140-pound champion
Derek Roth, moved up two classes to
wrestle at 152,

Two wrestlers, two defending
champions, one crown to be had.

‘*Me and Derek have been friends
for a long time,”’ sald George. “‘It
would be a tough match if we both
get there.”

They made the first step, with the
Monarch  pinning  Steubenville

Central’s John Polverini in 2:58, and
Roth eliminating Monroe Central’s
Gerald Peyatt in a quick 35 seconds,

George started last year as a 152-
pounder, but dropped to 145 at the
end of the season. He finished third
at the West Virginia State
Tournament last year.

Roth, on the other hand, moved
up from 140 last year to 160 at the
beginning of this year, and back
down to 152,

“I didn"t glan on it,”" explained
Roth. *'T lifted hard over the summer
and got bigger.”*

'His victory on Thursday gave the
Purple ‘Rider a 16-3 record, just a
shade below George’s 25-1 mark.

‘“There's a little more pressure,’’
Roth admits, *‘I'm the No, 2 seed
and have a couple losses under my
belt. But, there’s not as much pres-
sure. We have a tough schedule this
year.”

. Roth’s next test will come from

Wellsville’'s Jimmy Myers, who
inned Shenandoah’s  Tyler
ukelich in 1:46.

Please See MEET, Page 23

makes short work of Staubenville Central’s John
onships at the Wheeling Civic Center. George, and Roth (t

Martins Ferry 152-pounder C
in area after winning his first
Wrestling Champlonships at -
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. in the 160-pound weight
vhere all but one match was
! by a pin.
beneficiary of the night’s two
it pins were a pair of Dragons.
teron  145-pounder Josh
w ped Magnolia's John
Id to the consolation bracket
3-second fall.
nmate Roger Kupfer, the No,
at 160 pounds and defendin
on in the weight class, pinne
)Rdgallcy’s im Frederick in

mds,
tins Ferry 103-pounder Clay
didn’tearn a pig?but the No.
finished with a technical fall
nolin’s Austin Haley, 20-5.
first day of achon went
, even though the tournament
ate,
h of that was attributed to the
juick pins that are typical of
{al round.
old, 36 pins finished in under
nute and all the defending
ons came away with falls,
tournament continues toda
restlers warm-up at 10:3

first matches are set to get

.l:ﬁ’e at noon, which will
consolation rounds,

third session begins at 7 p.m.

x
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Photo by Alex Kozlo

John Marshall 152-pounder Derek George, rear, makes short work of Steubenville Central's John Polverini during thelr first-round match at
the 49th annual OVAC Wrestling Championships at the Wheeling Civic Center. George, and Roth (below) are both defending champions and

vying for the 152-pound crown.

We Meet

Again

George, Roth after same crown

By RICHARD STEVENS
Sports Editor

The last time John Marshall's
Derek George and Martins Ferry's
Derek Roth locked up in a wrestling
match, they were both in lttle
league,

George won the match 2-1, That
was about six years ago.

Meeting No. 2 may come on
Saturday at the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference championship finals.

Neither one is interested in look-
ing ahead, but the seeds say they're
going to be there.

George, who won the 152-pound
weight class last year at the OVAC,
enters as the tournament’s No. 1
seed. ‘

Last year’s 140-pound champion
Derek Roth, moved up two classes to
wrestle at 152,

Two wrestlers, two defending
champions, one crown to be had.

**Me and Derek have been friends
for a long time,”” said George, It
would be g tough -match if we both
get there.”’

They made the first step, with the
Monarch pinning  Steubenville

Central’s John Polverini in 2:58, and
Roth eliminating Monroe Central’s
Gerald Peyatt in a quick 35 seconds,

Georpge started last year as a 152-
pounder, ‘but dropped to 145 at the
end of the season. He finished third
at the West Virginia State
Tournument last year.

Roth, on the other hand, moved
up from 140 last year to 160 at the
beginning of this year, and back
down to 152.

*'T didn’t plan on it,”’ explained
Roth. *'1 lifted hard over the summer
and got bigger.”’

- His victary on Thursday gave the
Purple Rider a 16-3 record, just a
shide below George’s 25-1 mark,

‘““There’s a little more pressure,’’
Roth admits. *I'm the No. 2 seed
and have o couple losses under my
belt. But, there’s not as much pres-
sure. We have a tough schedule this
year.”’

Roth’s next test will come from
Wellsville’s Jimmy Myers, who

inned Shenandoah’s Tyler

ukelich in 1:46.

Please See MEET, Page 23

' Photo by Alex Koztowski
Martins Ferry 152-pounder Derek Roth prepares to leave the weigh-

In area after winning his first-round match at the 49th annual OVAC
Wrestling Champlonships at the Wheeling Civic Center Thursday.




T-L Photo/PAULA GINTHER
A COLOR GUARD helps kick off the festlvities Thursday at the Wheeling Civic Center for the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference'’s 49th
annuai wrestling tournament. Finals will be Saturday night.
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~ OVAC WRESTLING TOURNAMENT RESULTS

49th OVAC W’RESTLING CHAMP[ONSHIPS
heeling Civic Center)
49th OVAC WRESTLING CHAMPIDNSHIPS
{at Whealing Civic Center)
Team Scores

Coyprall: ¥ Beavar Logal 48 2 Qak Glen
467, 3. Jobhn Marshall 43, 4. Mastins Ferry
374505 (tie) Shadyuide 34 Camaron 24, 7
Barneswville 30 B MHarassn Canleal 23, 9
Buckoye Loeal 27010 8t Clairnudle 24,

Class AAAA 1 EBaaver Local 48 2. Jahn
Marshali 42, 3 Buckaye Local 27 4. Brooke
2272, 5 Eaut Liverpoal 18, Wherling Park 18,
7. S1oubenvilio 157, B, Weir 11'2, 9 Edison
913, 10. Camlirictno B.

Class AAA: 1. Dak Glen 46'%, 2 Mailins
Farry 37':, Boroesville 30, 4 Harrsan
Central 29 5. 31 Clairsvilla 24, 6. Unian
Logui 17, 7. Bhenarudoah 16 A lnm Beilaire
18, Indian Creck 16, 10 Magnofia 12, 11,
tdeadawhiaok 11, 12. Tyler Cansalidater 8

Class AA, 1. ‘:-lmc!ysztin 34, 2. Monroe
Central 22, 2 Steubenville Cenlral 13, 4.
Welleville 12, 5 River 11, 6. Whanling
Central 7, 7. Caldwell 0

Class A. 1, Cnrperon 34, 2. Bellore St
John 11, 3 Wairton Madonna 8, 4.
Beallsville 57, 5 Linsly 4, & (tin) Bishop
Donathue 0, Bridgepor 0, Conotton Vallay 0.

Preliminary Round
145 Robinson {Ed) n. Walker (Cainb) 3:28;

52: Peyart (MC) p. Gray fWr'lrl 4:55;
Pulvmnn 1SCe) p. B u‘;n.r (B} 2:55;

160: Tarlane h in p. Myarq (Hiv) 347,
Freduorick (CV) p. Zuckm {Ma ) 4:29
FIRST R UJ

03
Haward (JM) B, Cavanaugh (SCe) 1:21;
Mazalla (Bck) d. Young (Bul) 80; Valles
{WM) p. Gassar (IC} 1.26; Goneau {OG) p.
Ramsey (Ed) :19; Dufficld {EL) n Lehotoy
iMead) 1.32; Tucker (MF) tech. sl Halay
{Maq) 20-5

Emery (HD) i) Wnlken TELr 1231 Smith
{Brky p. Carosivle Wellst 15K Hoowver {Bal)
E Hetteman (TCY 146 Huinphirey AWEY of
1uff MBSY 10-3, A Taylar (J'\‘IJE King thMag)
1.30, Huffran {Riv) |5'.1\‘.;riaﬁl:} 15Ca 144

Smith (Bely p Tin Carpentar /BS0 55
Campbell {HLy p o Ferry (Meadi 1:34
Chambiers (OG) Fp Sewrlock {(Camls) 318
Glassir (Shat UL O] ISCel 1A, YLmn
REICTH Hnmih! {Riv} 1.21; Fasouleios (JM
[} Garela iE(F 59 Petrozzl (Buld . Whita
B0} .21, Stonehreaker (UL) o, Bilyro iBaa 6
WP po Leplec {SCH 2%
Armstrnng (i€ o Prendes (Walisl 10 6,
MeFarlana (Brk) po Ward (MC) 2:26, Anull
([Cawn? p. Bell (EdY 369, Tierney MFY
Bartolini (WC) 3:07. Schmelzeobach (Shan)
tich tall Slanchik (WY 161

125

Shaw (Btkl p. Rewchara {Ed) 2:25; Dunn
1Bal) p. Beal (Bpd 4:23; Kotaon (Camy} d,
McCnrt {Belt B 3, Larew {Besl tech fall
Harper {Cald) 2:45; Koantz iJM) p. Longwell
fhan) 1,20, Pacifico (85.) p. Hormbeck (EL)

4; K il

d'l D.mﬁuv ik {We(rl mch Iall Fhﬂll 5 'ifl
3, Joes (MF) p (Camtx ‘52, Andersaon
{Bar) p Mul%ky {5 ol 50, Whasaler (31eub)
. Zurak (STH 433 Whittington (06)
yons {Lind 254, Turnbull {Bul) f Kyle 'UE)
a0 Bresan (MAGY d. Thrasher (Wellst 7 0
Clauss e 2 Gaudet OV 16K
Jabristoe (C . Workman (Rayi 12-7,
130

PecasiBan o Sttty iShent 1 06 Moll {Jp+
}J Namack (WC 40; Bamsay (5ha) p. Keimip

:Cad 150 Philinis (Buldl maj. d AheracL
iBeat 13 5 Melmosh (OG) P Wilsan (U }
126, Porko (Dell d, Sruth iWellsy 11.2;
Jprp«:I fHel) po Hacdwick WM 1;2H;
Bolngaa (HC} tech, fall Butler {EL) 18-2;
Tulierton fCamy p Villa H\.’];lg) 1:14; Lens (IC}
d. Guoediet (MC] 6-4; Durbin (Brk) ¢ Licaha
(Sleuri 71 (‘arpnnmrlun!p Caminhell (Rivl

254, D Twernay iMEY 0 Swiger DA i 147,

35

Qarpth (SCH p lnqolrl tMag) a4, Walker
”’I) o Whlhams 70y 17, Ferquson IMCH
un Wen (UL} 255 Swoith (MF) . Turser (Bao)

106: oyl UMD 0 Dayton (Scel 544, Jally
HEdY tech, 1all Cataldo tWellsy 3:22; Durbin
{Brk) rach_ fall Crosier (Steuty 5.58; Hughes
(G} o Smith (allan) 5-1; Whight (Shal
Fadete (Bei) 5.7, Six (OG) p. Vasner (Whair}
A:02; Barcus (HC) <L rvin {Bpt) 78! Wariar
iMmdl Smith (Lin) :40; Varner {Bel) p
“annen (Rivi 1:04.

140

Btiss (Brkt iaj, d. Woodbv {MIC) 110
fiinahurt IShen) p. Redd (BD) 35; Cass (BSJ}
I Va'k {Bul} 1:24; Peddicord (Bar) p. Waine
Ciny 1:24; Fecrefl (SCH p. Malone (VWells}
3723, Flowers (GG) tech, Il Varner {Weiry
304 ONell (Cam) p. Carmal (UL) 111, Bruce
lBLfJ p. Millar (Rivl :34; Zryini (SCe) d,
MuCart {(Ed) 6-3; Aoze (HC) p. Barnhouse
{Erly 3:55; Mnnnnu(MF)p Waithe (WC) 2:57;
Irwetin (Shaj n. Mchllum (Mead) 1:17.

Whirton (OG]AF)Bmlor (BOY 2% Kinry

tHeay o Rose | K5 4; Davis {Brk)
Fandletan (0 7 2, Nicka (WM) . Hickey
IStuuhl 58 Bowiman (Bulbl Drysdaln

"Wells) 1:40; Slolm}r [SCH tech hIl Stephans
Hivd 4 83, Merico (SVard d Barstem (WP by
Iatleit Saman fSha) p Maorehaad 0L 51"»
Vhilsun PG p. Wadian (CV: 185 Ray {SCel i

Jenas v 113, DiGiandoimenics 1BSD) d
Fagyer iShed 8 4; Cowan (ELH . BGumbico
(M) 143, Baluower (Bar) p, Garser (TC) 1.04,
Caguy (Mexd) d. Subak (Bald 14-2; Whipkay
iCany p. Mayfie ld !M aggl 69, Shaw (Bu[\ 1
Rahinson fE:‘r

152
Roth {MIF) 32 Peyait (MC) 135; Myers (Ealis)
L Witkelich iShen) 146, Winitting mu Riv) o,
ému o (B 90, Jafteriy (Bar Arclinr
aldy V2l Tacnsik (OLY Cns(mw (BS5J}
513, Hepliurs Bel) . Lockhan {IC) 3:58;
Hinh fZamly . Jones IC\") A7, Brown {Camy
E Pyl (Muead)  2:33, Baker {HC) .
anovaky (EdvE3 Hﬂ% rBul) n. Ruushack
[Bea) -25, Cashdallar {DGY p. Zadrozny (WC)
233, Snuder (TT1 . Bachont (ELY 4:24;

Buerrdl [Shm [ Bﬂa( h (Stenb) ZaK

Trivar: (WP o, Kmmy Bl 6 0, King Wl

Ii“ BLFi’FF(S"—H 3A8; Gar n;w'ﬁt‘rl?p rnlvlw
Caot

160
Corteding B0l o Tordoew Tl 3014
Raluwey (0G0 d. Finney iBoay 17 4 Koop 1500

y atoseka (TCH 540, FLIIJV DM [ Bt p
BS54 312, Dimmedling ‘MG p i.m‘l‘ WO
147, Slarkay 1C) oo Rectares W 10
Huolden |BHL{ p. Korte (Sheni 200, Sufb

fECH . Sy 'u‘nr 1Steul) BH Prokapakis (51
i Onle (C;hl] 219, Lanella (5Ce) p
AcGoiigal IWells) 1.312; Bloving (UL p
Bazarth {Cambl :51: Barier {Barl 3. Jrvi,
(Bpfl 5:14; Green (EL) p. Bivwe (Beh 3.21
Yoder {MFI p. Hocker (WP 53 Frallini (Shat

i Younciak (Biky 102, Karler Unntd
Eraderick iCv) 10,
ERA
Witliams (BoL} p. Vorhies (Sheo 115

Bogas (MF) p. Bauch (Br[m 423 Bpgersiog
{Jih p. Bonner (TCY 46 Grinch iShal n Aot
l'CriidF‘I 24, Hope 18551« Looabhean ik 10
6: Gehult: (WC) o King (Barr 1 46; Lsinatone
{ich p. Korn {BDY (270; Spitenogl> (FIC) 1och
tall McMahon iBal) 167 Lyans fSieub) b
tall Fiiman {Beal 17 37 Meaysr (Cam! [
tngram  (Bd) 106, Mofhare (B0al
Mokivson (Man) 3,59, Arette {(Wells)
Lova (Mead) 2:14; Schumacher (MC) g
:20; ay (UL n Boworn
{Rivh 3:48; Stickles iUG'é Grean 1EL11:39

Hehrock fou)g] Frait (HCHGA Holt (hiE; o
Gump {ic) 1. Hephurie (Shay
unmnﬂgham (Bpt) 1:09: oy BP0 Parke
1Eeh Ross (3leub) B, Sith (Sl 2.08
Zarkla 45 bien) i Simms (Cam) 2R, Wihans
[Bel) p Skmnu; (Bdﬂ) 1.88, Soyder (OCH 1
Palimar {CV) Gordon (WCEY p, Baclgley
(ELY 37: Gralf (WP[IS} N Masell (Colh 191
Otle (Bub)y p, MeNeety (TC) 1.05; Stepher::
{MC) p. Yankavitch (Magr 41, © Toegbae (Jid:

1 Rlanypenoy IL‘\‘P'luz‘H

M agrane Vorr s b
BEL p Mﬁrr]ul' “Jll"i’ a4 1
Shrave (INMFL Y100 Saanshury fE_l.) 1 \\FNx
(Camt 158 Hannahs (Eare 4 Quehie 170 10
o Weaver (Magl g Qicog St 467,
Fankhauser (£} 0 Wells (10173 Hoflimon
IHC) d, Howar (5CH 169, Whiseh U iOG)
Compston (UL 1306, Leach Shae! |\
Skrzypak fWCY 3:27; Rusan (Rl p Nei
(Eu_‘!._) 135 A Hoppe) (Bel) ¢ Fisber \\Jml i

Heavywsight

Wells (Shent p Wallace (Bhay 28 ‘:Jmn o
(Magh » Rohrig Ling 1013 Alleaby CAFE ¢«
Waiuwr Bul} 321, Henry {JW) p. Bal Iwu'
(Edh 1:57; Shepherd (TS p” Fagat (Weirt -
Zirillo fUBL}E Doy iBrkY 1917 Davic Vil L)
d. Eder AF '!1 3 Coughey 104G
Potenzimi l':xCl* Neuensihwandn Tl
1. Fetry (BD}) JB Cdl’Ulhel» AT o O Hars
I Beal (07, Ouvall {Bal) F Cravis /FLY 20
Mancing (Cam) d. Vanvs tenhurg) (Steuly 3
4: Price {Camb} p. Eubianks (Mead) 7126




East Liverpool Guns For OVAC ‘Three-Peat’  Pasrovac

49th annual conference wrestling tournament starts

By NICK BEDWAY
Executive Sports Editor
With a new head coach at the
helm, East Liverpool High School
oes ing for a third straight
hio Valley” Athletic Conference
Wrestling Tournament this weekend
at the Wheeling Civic Center.

Rich Shilling has taken over for
Scott Heimstra, who guided the
Potters to the team title in both the
2000 and 2001,

While East Live [ also won the
the Class AAAA Division title at last
year's meet, other division champi-
ons include: Oak Glen, Class AAA;
Barnesville, Class AA, and
Cameron, Class A.

Competition in the 49th annual
OVAC mat tournament begins at 6
fE.m. on Thursday evening when the
irst of some 850 bouts which are
scheduled to be wrestled in the event
through Saturday night.

The time schedule for the weekend
includes; :

Thursday, Jan. 17: Opening
Ceremonies, 6 p.m.; Preliminaries
and first round matches, 6:30 p.m.
The opening night will include 304
matches with eight mats in use,

Friday, Jan. 18: Second round

* % %k

championship division and first and
second round consolations, 11 a.m.;
Quarter-finais alonF with third and
fourth round consolations, 5 p.m. A
total of 168 matches will be wrestled
throughout the day with eight miats
again to be in use at each session.
Saturday, Jan. 19: Semi-Finals

Thursday

although several of them will be
wrestling in different weight classes.
Seeking repeats during the weekend
will be Jake Bates, East Liverpool

junior who won at 103 pounds last

year; Adam Kennedy, Wheeling
Park senior, 119; rek  Roth,
Martins Ferry senior, 140; Derek

and fifth round semi-final George, John2 Mars(?all
consolations, neon, senmior, 152; Adam
Eighty-four matches % VA£ Haoppel, Beaver Local,
will be wrestled using & sophomore, 215; and
four mats for this ses- D A Jesse Wells,
sion. 0 Shenandoah senior,

introduction
Ceremonies, 6 p.m.;
Championship
matches and consola-
tion finals for third,
fifth and seventh place,
6:30 p.m. Four mats
again will be used,

Single-session tickets for the
tournament are priced at $5 each for
adults and $3 for students. Advanced
ticket books for all five sessions can
be ‘Smrchased for $20 for adults and
$10 for students. The cost for
Saturday night's session is $7 for
adults, and $4 for students.

Six of last year's individual cham-
pions have returned to the field,

* ok

1977 Champions To Be Honored

Among the highlights of next
weekend's 49th annunf Ohio Valley
Athletic
Tournament will be the introduction
of the individual champions from 25
years ago,

Following is a list of the 1977
tournament winners who will be
introduced to the crowd prior to
Saturday night's finals;

Conference  Wrestling

1877 Tournamant Champions
Bﬂgmunda: Carl Stanley, Whesfing Park
105; Mika Thomasslli, Brooke
112: Dave Chadwell, Beallsville
119: Mike Gambis, Brocks
128: Greg Jawall, Wheeling Park
132 Jeft Morris, John Marshall
138; Ray Pernal!, Walr
146: Rodnay Johnson, Ballafre
166: Joel Daviy, Cadiz
167: Rich Davis, Jatlerson Union
175; John Schullar, Martina Ferry
185; Dave Mitchell, Shenandoah
Hwt: Gordon Gordon, John Marshal]

BIERKORTTE AWARD WINNERS

Followlnﬂ la & list of tha winners of tha Dave
Blerkortta Memorial Award, prasentad ahnual-
ly since 1971 10 the most ou tanding wrestlar
in the OVAC Tournament:
2001: Cols Bowersock, Beaver Local
2000: Scott Roth, Marting Farry
189%: Jgse Gmith, Cambridge
1998: Ched Pratz, Linsly School
1337: Ryan Muldrew, John Marshall
1988. Erlc Andarson, St. John'a Cantrel
1998; Justin Ewing, St. Clairsv|ie
894: Dustin Harris, Beaver Local
1983: Kelly Shislds, Edison South
1892: R.C. Andlerson, Camaron
1851 Douglas Kniq\l}t, Steubsnville
1980; Babe Sidon, Martina Farry
198%: Mark Emmerllna, East Liverpooi
1888: Rick Burlanski, Hridgeport

1587: Mark Mlynek, Bellgirs

1988: Sean Murray, Oak Glen

1886: Ttm Moxley, Barnesvilla

1984; Heath Basdmora, Cambridge
1883: Brian Miller, Barnesviite

19B2: Larry Isleman, Toronto

1881: Mike Tluchowski, Steubenvilla
1880; Trent lachina, Steubenvilie
1878; Handg Pr?mr, Wair |

1978: Carl Gtanley, WhaallnE'Park
1377. Rich Davlg, Jeffarson Union

1978: Rendy Davia, Cadlz and Ed Cavay,
Bricggapon

1978; Mike Kovalick, Ballaira

18974: Shelden Grace, Welr

1873: Dan Claugus, éameavilla

1972: Art Jonas, Beilaire

1971: Don Blum, Martins Forry

MR. MAT AWARD WINNERS

1878: Georgs Kovalick
1977: Biif Van Homa
1978: John Vrotsos
1372 Richard Ed?e
1980; Georga Wa iBJ
1881: Bob Hadimon
1882: Paul Crago
1883: Dr. Vincent Monseau
1684; Biil Hinegardnar
1985: Dennis Bowman
1986: Ron Mauck

1983: Stava Kish

1850: Carl Fodor

18971: Dr. Witllam Waiker
1832: Larry Deaton
1893; John Stephenson
1964: Jos Bates

1995; Bob Brunay
1988 Larry Chambers
1887: Gary Davia

1888: Cal Pokas

1899; Tom Lackman

1987: Eric Cardar 2000: Ed "Buzz” Evans
1988: Dave Kovalick 2001: Bill McEldowney

TOURNAMENT QFFICIALS

Hers is a list of officlals for the 2002 Ohio
Jalley  Athletlc  Confarence Wrastling
fourmament to_be held Jan, 17-19 at the
Nhuallng Civic Cantar: i

Paul Coffiand, Lou Coffland, Cadiz;

Jim Crosler, éamasvilla:

Rick Crosisr, Shawn Cronler, Steubanviile

Larry Dmaton, Bill Marling, Ray Marling,
! Hagsa. Munlns Farry

Fred Fesnay, Graveport, Ohio

John Holliday, New Martinsvilla
Shane Kildow, Bethesda
g::;?; Kish Jr,,cNasE;fogg,a Ohio
ncar, Camby
Mike &:Inak;ar, Fairmont
Kan.l:‘ltcV‘ﬁlHarﬂnht!:'.xa‘nuﬂn&Ii:r , Pa, ot
ka o Tterpreter
Dr, Willlam alkar,nvglhealing

atlons
Dr. Vincent Mattucci, Lakewood, Ohlo

L3

275,

Graduated cham-
I;(Jions were Nathan

endjorsky (112),
Buckeye Local; Cole
Bowersock (125),
Beaver Local; Derek
Kennedy (130), Wheeling

Park; Eric Noel (135), Oak Glen;
Bobby Mayhugh (145), Martins
Ferry; Justin lefferis (160),
Barnesville; Jake Sowers (171),
Cambridge; and Philip Belleville
(189), Oak Glen,

Several special ceremonies and
presentations are planned. The
Olympic-style Parade of Champions
takes IEIace prior to Thursday’s ses-
sion. Participants include some 490
matmen, representing 37 hi{ﬁh
schools. They. will march into the

civic center behind the banner of
their own schools.

Awards honoring the junior varsi-
ty and junior high wrestling coaches
of the year will take place on Friday
evening, ‘

The Mr. Mat Award, the most
prestigious honor handed out each
year, s scheduled during Saturday
evening's festivities,

Honored as "Mr. Mat’’ each year
is & person who has made valuable
contributions to the sport in the Ohio
Valley.

Last year’s reciptent was Bill

McEldowney of eelinlg, retired
Wheeling =~ YMCA xecutive
Director.
. Another Saturday night highlight
includes the introduction of the
OVAC mat cham7pions from 25
years ago. The 1977 titlists will be
seated in a special area on the main
floor that evening.

The Championsip Finals once
again will be televised live by
WTOV-

Long-time tournament director
Ron Mauck has scheduled the seed-
ing meeting for today at 9 a.m., at the
civic center.

A press conference will be held at
6:30 p.m, Monday. Those attending
both events should use the back door
for entrance to the arena.

MAT CHAMPS

Following ia a list of the overali team
pions and their head coaches since the
tion of the tournamant in 1954:

1864: Bridgaport, George Kovalick
1885: Bridgeport, George Kovalick
1966: Bridgaport, Georga Kovalick
1867: BridgapoH, Gearge Kavallck
1958; Bridgaport, Georga Kovallck
1868: Bridgapon, George Kovalick
1980: Br]dqeport, Gaorge Kovallck
1881 Marlina Ferry, John Vroteos
1882; Martins Ferry, John Vrataos
1863: Marline Ferry, John Viotzos
1984; Martine Ferry, John Vriotaoa

: Marting Ferry, John Vrotaon

: Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos

: Martins Ferry, John Vrotsos

: Marting Ferry, Art Hahr

; 5t. John Central, fos Bates
Whosling Central, John Hibbert
: 8t. John Cantral, Dannfs Bowman
: John Marshaf), BIll Hinegardner
: dohn Marshall, Bilf Hinegardnar
< John Marshall, Bill Hinegardner
: Warwood, Eric Cardar

1978: Weirton, Charles Murray

1977: John Marshali, Bili Hlnu&urdnar
1978; Whealing Pack, Eric Cardar
1878: Whealing Park, Eric Carder
1980: Stavbanvilis, John Cralg

1981: Cadlz, John Stephenson

1882: Steubenville, John Cralg

1883: John Marshall, Ed Dugas

: Staubenvilie, John Cral

: Bamesvilie, Darrall Davis

: East Liverpool, Nick Tromhbetta
: Bteubanville, John Craig

: East Livu?:-nnl Nick Trombetta
: Steubanville, .inhn Cralg

: Wheeling Park, Buzz Evana

: Oak Glen, Lerry Shaw

: Steubenvilla John Craiy

: Martina Ferry, Jaff Obsrdick

: Whealing Park, Buzz Evans

! Steubaenviile, Rick Camillett

: Buckeya Local, Dan Doyle

: Buckeye Local, Dan Doyls .
Martins Farry, Joff Oberdick

: Marting Farry, Jeff Oberdick

: Eaat Liverpool, Scott Heimatra
2007: East Liverpool, Scott Helmetra



o

OVAC WResTLING RESULTS

OvVAC WHESTLING TOURNAMENT
TEAM 5

1 Martins Farry 135; 2. Jnhn Marshall 1325&
itie} Beavar Locai, Oak Glan 130%; B &
Harrlsnn Cantra 105 8 Shadysids 82;

Camaron 81 éucksva Local BS, .
Brooka 86 IG East Liver oo! 32 11 Monrne
Cantral Creak

Bamasvitls 69!& 14 Shenandnah 65/‘5
St. Clairsvilie 62; 18. Meadawbrook 6); 17
Whaellng Park 57; 18. Unlon Local Bate: 18,
Wallevlile 53; 20. Edison 62; 21. Bailaire 49;
22, Bellaire 5L John's 48; 23, ‘Stgubenvilia
47%; 24, River 40; 25, Steubanville Central
391, TvIar 7.
Camfmd ]
ﬁeallsville 25!& 30 (tla
Whesling Cantral 21 32 airze%-aa. Linsy
10; 34. Hridgepaort § iaho Donahua H
38, {tla} Cal well Conormn al I\Y
CHAMPIONSHIP D

Cunsulldatad 3z;
agnolia  27; 29,
airtcm Madonna,

103 — Tucker (MF) p. Darnan (Baal) 1:04;
Seld!er& Ch d. Scamme!l {StC) 11-4; Duffie
umpston (Cam) 3:63; Goneau (O

tach fallover Walte (S eni 17-2; Valles GW
Lemastar 120; Bum% ardner (WF)
jazzalls | h ; qu vl) p. Mercer
(Wails) 446' owsard F M) p. Bunfes (Bell)

2
112~ Huffman (R) Glass ((OG] 1:38;
Gossott jUL) maj, d. Sm thber er MC) 16-3;
Taylar (JM} p, Leach (Bpt) 1:38; Humphre
(WP} p, Dro plemln( } 0:24; chver(BvL\i
p. Crum (Cald) 1:45; Smith (QrkLlach
over O'iNatl (]Caml 22~7 Trcvan M ) Mavyle
(IC} 10-5; Ca n ENQ Emery (HC} 11-5.
119 — Kenne [ Php Stunsbrlklriuu
0:26; Petrozzi (Bu ) p nnhcraft ETC
Fasoulatos tach uver
Schmalmnhach tShan) 181 Glasser {SS) p.
Young {Steub) 339 Carnpball H p.
Chambaers Smith {BvL} d.
Amrstron;g {iC) 1sa McEaand Hrk) P,
Adams (L) 2:65; Tierney (MF} p. Antif {Cami

— Johnston {IC) p Clauss (M} 1:3

E:"

£5228s

Broan (MCL d, Froflini s; pad bl
‘BUL) Ittingtundv Andarson
Barn} tach‘ fa aver haaiar (étsub)

Jonss Dan:hovchlk (Walr}
Koontz {J ) d Pacifice { L Larew
{Beaal) d. Kutaun {Cam) 4-3 Shaw (Brk} p.

Dunn {(BvL) 1:
130 — Iame Carpentar L} 1:15;
Duri:un (Brk) F’erklnn Ed) 4 22: |.aas ‘ICI p.
HE d, Ful arlon

Lausnsr 15!C 31 Eulo na{

{Cam} ; Hop \
(Bali} 14 3. Philispl (i)iuu d. Mc]nu]:sh CDG} 6-

; Ramsay [5S) ma] , Bond (Carn ) 10-2;
Lucas (Barn) mal. d. Muil (M} 16-3

135 — Varngr {Bvl) p, Varner M) 3:34;
Barcus (HC} Saxmn {Bul) 4:42; Six \NG) d.
Nickarson Hu hes xt':am]d rigiit
s 82 (Ezﬂ 4-2 ot
Smith (MF) d Hay )7—5 Far ugon {(MC)
tech. Tall over Hi derhrand {iC) 18-3; Barath
(StC) n. Walkar (EL} 21

140 — |rwin, {S ) Msmnna éMF) 6:68;
Rase (H(): é 2pl vl) 11-3,
Hu’ghes { ld vinyi (SC)T Bruce tBall)

8-1; Flowers (OG) ma). d errali

(StC) 22—10 Paddicord Barn) d. Adkins LM)

Hubal (Staub) d. ase (BSJ) 1-0; Bliss
5k - Ringhart (Shn) &

145 -— Shaw (BvL} p. WhE kay {(Cam) 2:25;
Bahmer (Barn} p. Case: :32: Cowan (EL
d. BiGiandomenico (BSd 3-1 ot: Wilson {MC
d, Ray {SC} 9-1; Samsa {SS) ar[co(
1:67; anman (BuL) p. Stu tle¥ (StC

alr

Nlc a (W maj. d. Davis 012,
Wharten (0 y o, Kinzy {Beal) 7-2
152 — Goorga WM) mal, d. Kin {Mag} 10-
Burkhardt {S5) p. Triven (WP} 18 Snlder
‘f‘ d. Cashdu[lar (OG} 3; ager
‘Bakar { Brown (éu

ngh (@ﬂmh) 435, Tacosik éUL} tach. fall uver
Hapburn Fz 40-4; Jeffarias (Barn) p.
Whlttm tun {H) 219 Roth (MF} p. Myers

— Kupfa JCaml p. Frull[m (SS) 2:48;

Graﬂn {EL} mal. { arkar

(Barn} d. Blevms {UL) 3- 1 Proksgaakls (ed

Canala {SC} 5:52; Safsick ut ur

{Bv 325 Dlmmer ing (MCI Slarkev {IC}

130 Fi g M} d. P&y lStC) 0-7; Bertaling
allin )} 3

tBuL)

PR O0G) p MeVay (UL} 1:33;
SEhumacher( Cip. MeakslSlC) 1 25; Arnatt
Wa is) n. McGuire (SC) 347, Lvans Staubj
. Meyer 1Cam} 4: 46 Spitznu C)
Jnhnstnn (1€} 1:62; FP Pp. Schultz
3:81; Grinch (S P. Andersnn (M)

432 Wlﬂlams (BVL ? 20,
hans MC) 1:18;

$H0 — Taylor (J
Bir) 0 Dtd iald (R d.
Groff (Wi 8-4; S Gar

Otto (BuL)rrlJ Bakar(
g}
{WC )5«4 Wul!!ama Bv ) j cl erkleéShan
17-5; Boyd (WF]ci 053 (Steub] 11-3; Conra
{M )ma{ d. HBJ! utn {55} 14-4; Hebrock (0G)
d. Hoit (M

215 — Hu pal {BvL} tech. fall over Rosan
{R) 18-0: Leacvh {Shen} p, Kagler () 3
Whitshill (0G) Stanaklng {Cam} 0O
Fankhausar {Ed F Huffman (HC 12«

Weavar ) p. Hannzhs (Barn) 1: 35

Stanshua{ (EL‘! Ramage (Cald) 2:44; Cook

T WH} p‘ nvlna {!C) 4:407 Magnone (Wair) p.
imko

276 Pr;ca (C amb} p. Manning {Cam)
3 03 Duval (Bellt won by ﬁsfault over Davis

Walls); Camthara (HC) Larua AIC, 049
Caughav (0G) p. auanschwan 51T}
1:04; Davija (UL) Ziri!lo (BvL] 1:40; anrv
{JM} p. S-1aphar TC} 1:16; Allanby IWF) p
Haslam ( ells {Shen) P Spencer
(Mag) 0:5

QUARTERFINALS

103—Tucker [MF} P Seidlar {MC) 2:39;
Gangau {(OG) lech. fall over Duffiald {EL) 19-
4, Valles (WM ]. d. Bumgardnar {(WP) 11-

2; Howard (J F{ d. Hoppal {Bvl) 131
Z—Huﬂ'man a d‘ Gossett {UL) 13-
2; Hum hrar M) 4-2; Hoovar
(BvL)d Sm th {gr )11 1 Caln (M}p Troyan

F) 3:2
119—Kennedv (WP) d, Petrozzi (Bul} 2-0;
Fasouletas o, Glassar (S5) 6-5;
Campba!l (HN{ d Smith (Ble 8 2; Tiernay
M#} maj, d. McFarland (Brk) 10-2
128~Johnston (1C )dp Brown (MC} 5:01;
Andarson ‘Bam) maj. d. Turnbull (Bul) 133
Janes WIF d. Keontz (JM) 1-0; Larew {Beal
d. Shaw {Brk} 8-7
130-—Tiarmnay {MF} ma} , Durbin {Brk} 10
1; Bofogna (HC) d. Leas ({C) 8-2; Hoppel (Bvl)
F ?hilh s {Bul} 117, Lucas (Barn d. Ramsay

136—Varner (Ble p. Barsus {HC) 1:35; Six
{0G by inj. default over Hughes (Cam);
Sn'uth (MFid Jolly (Ed} 6-4 ot; Bara!h {S1C) d.
Far uson {MC
0—lrwin ISS] d. Rose (HC) 12-3;
Hughas(l(:i 3. Bruco (Bl 4-2; Flowers (OG]
3 sddicard (Barn) 5-3; Bliss (Brk) d. Babel
auh

145—Shaw ‘BVL) tach. fall over Bahmer
{Barn} 20-4; Wilsan {MC) d. Cowan (EL} b-2;
Bowman (Bul) d. Samsa 188y 3-2; Wharton
{0G) p. Nicka ‘WMILI
15 -—Geor e {JM) d. Burkhardt (S5) B-1;
Snidar (TCId Rager (Bul) 8-3; Brown (Cam
fIBTac;o_lslk UL} 6-5; Roth {MF) ma] d, Jefferis

am

160-—Kupfer (Cam) E Green (EL} 4:41;
Prukapak;s (Ed} d. rkar [(Barn} B-4:
Dimmerlin ’MC) d. Sef slck {HC) 9-8;
Bartollno {Buk} ¢, Filby (M) &

171-—Stic Joa {O G)d Schumacher{MC) 9«

Lyons (Staub} d. Arnefta (WeHar
5 itznogle tHCi d, }-Ie a {BSJ} 6-3; Wi llams
{BvL) d.Grinc {88} 1

189—T, a¥ of (JM) Otto {Bul
Snyder (SIC} mai d D!dﬂ id {R 15 3.
}N; lams {BvL) d {WP} 3-1; Habrock

G_? bp Conra
—-Hugpal (BVL) tech, fall over Lsach
IShenl 16-0; Fankhauser {Ed} Whitahtl]

0G) 9-3; Stansbury (EL} p Waavar {Mag)
1 04; MaBnune (Wair) d. Cr.mk

275—DBuvall {Ball) ) P Frlca lCamb) 3:06;
Carothara {HC} Cauf; sy {OG) 6-4 ot; Davia
(UL d enrv 1 ot; Wells (Shan} p.

Allenbv (WP 3
DNSDLATIDNS
FIRST ROUND
119 — Eil au (Baam p, Le c {51C)
0:29;Garcia Slanchlk { 3 25
Ferguaun s l won by furfen nvar auP
Lﬁ), Seurlock (Camb) mal. d. F
rancdes { Wells} p, Carpsntsr (BS 2
Ed) p._Bartolino Ew-—Wurkman
Gaudst (WC) 0:34; Kvle {UL. )él Evans
401 Zuzak StC}g Malesky (5C)
Fhillipa HE) [} Ny {-amb) 3:24;
L' L} p. Longwell { a;?) & 12, McCort (2elll p,
aUmr {Cald} 3:19; Reichard (Ed) p. Beal (Bpt)

:E

0 — Camphbsil {R) p. Swigef {Weir) 4:38;

13
Eutlar (Ei.) p. Vlliav\’MBg} 0:41; Smith {(Wells
mal. d. Hardwick {WM) 14-0 baragﬁ {Beal

amack

Ry Walaon tuu 1:28; Stritz (Sheny P,

135-——- Smith L p, Cansen (R} 2:19; Smith
{Shan) d, Fakata( ﬂi.g 6-4; Crosler IStaub)
Cataldo (Wells) 7-1; Turner (Beal} p.

{SC) 2:01; Ir’wodm{as) W|Ii|ams (TC)

40 aithe (WC)
&:52:Carrel (UL} rmvvd Mll!er 12-1 Varnar
{Wi efr)g Ma!nna (Woells) 0: 26 oodf)v {MC)

5 ohlnsa {Ed) tech, fall ovar
Ma lald (Mag) 16-1; Sulek {(Bsil} p. Gaisar
(T 0:32; Hanvar {Shanld Bumblca {MF} 6
ar‘!elt ovar Wad!an

ones (JM) wan b

g‘.\n, Stephann (RMJ rysdale ‘Walls] 360,
and atgnltﬂc ckav {Steub) 2:23; Rosa
g altar {

‘l —_ Pclvarinl (SC)d: Backer {51C) 4 12;
Kinsav {BvL} aal bt

maj, 10- t)
ashout {EL) Zadrozn IWCI
Banpoveky (Ed) p. Russhack {(Beai) 313'
Peytan (M) p. Junes( CV) 0:17; Castllow (BS.J
won by forfeit uvar Lockhart (IC); Spesace
{Brk) d. Archer (Cald} 3-1; Wukellch (Shen)

mq‘J d, Peyatt (MC) 16-2,
80 - Younclal (Brk) won bhfnrfait ovar
Fraderlck (CV}); Bruce (Bell} p ocker {
irvin t} P. Bo zal’l (Carn 056
Mcdamsq.'al al B) mﬂ] %a {Cal 16 8
Korte ( {Steu ' 2:48; atBJ
WC) p. chhards( HJ 18; Glesoka (T
onahue (BSJ) 3-1; Torlona (L) p. Kmnay
{ aall 1:25.
— Groen {EL) ﬁ‘ Howard (R} 026‘
Luva (Mi tach, fall ovsr cKinnun {Mag) 4
Fittman (Boall d. Ingram {£d) 5.2 Koo (0]
d McMaho| uil) Bnl' ngﬁ(Barn)won by
(l‘ over Lou hman {Brk}; Bonper {TC) p.
Nu (Cald) 2:27; Vorhels {Shen) p. Bauch
—_ Yankuvlﬁ:h {Ma Manypenn
g )345 Badgle igaﬂn ¥
imma (Cam)

{EL) p. ar lCV 2:00;
kinnar {Baal) 4:1 mlth
sﬁ% arker (Ed] 3:47; Gump (IC) .

Pratt

D5 ten (BuL) - Eisher Wallg) 141,
We!Es {JM] p. Howar DiCicco

F Rmha (FC} 148 Orsinl 1S0) d
Dl' an

— Euhanks (M} l!') anvnl:enburﬁg
S!euh 2:44; Fettv (BD}E;J otenzini {SC) 2.6
T

dan F) p. u!ansv k) 0:40; Baldwin I’Ed;
d, aga Weir) 18-9; Wallaca {55
ﬂehrlgéL
COND ROUND CONSOLATION

163 — Mazzalla [Brk} {} Cavanaugh ISC)
2:41; Dunfes {BellZ) p. You q
Marcar (Waﬂal " Gassar‘ 0; Scammaﬂ
|StC} maj. d. Ramsey {Ed} 18-4; Lahmav(M}
tach. fall over Dornan (Bea!) 17-0; Cumnpstan

{C Hal 29,
e;lrin}p ”?%h (E.%mi maj: d. Walker {EL)

11-0; Emery (HC) p Caruslelo (We ;42
Mayle (1G] . p. elntzman m:n S

mithbarger (MC) 6-3 )d !ass
(OG} 8-5; Criasla (S ) p. Laa?\(B

119 — Armstrong (IC) p. Bel Ed) 244
Chambars (0G}) p ard (MC) 4:37; Prandss
{Walls) waon by ovar Antill {Cam):
Scurlock (Camb) d, Adams(L 8-5; Ncrthcrat
{TC) p. Farguson [5C) 0:40: Garcla [EL) maj.
d. Smnebrakﬂr{ L) 12-3; Young (Staub) p,
White (BD) 1:13; Schmalzanbach {Shen) d
Bilyeu (Baal} 6-2

25 — Pacifico {BSJ) <A chhard (Edl 4:30;
Danchovchik { d. rt {Bell} 8-
Dunn (B :

{Cam} t fajl over Phillips {HC) 17-2:
Frnllinl (SS) . Zuzak (StC) 4:35; Kyle (LUL) p.
CiaussiM)Z.ZB Thrasher [Walls) healar
is;eub) 12-7 Whittington (OG) d, Workman

130 — Mcintosh {QG) d, Styktz {Shan} 5-4;
Parko (Ball) p, Kemp (SC) 3:25; Mull {(JM) d,

Aberapig {Baal} 3-2 n!. Smith (Wallsa ﬂond
{Camb) 9- 2 Bul er (EL) p. Parking Ecl) 1:25;
Benedict (MC} maj. d¢. Carpenter (L] 13-5;
Fullerton {Cam) d. LlCata (S!aub) 5-4;
Lauener (StC} Campball {R}

135 — Ray! nld 2) 0: 24
Perbin (Brk) p calka (ULJ ar (EL

ﬁ Turner (Beal) 4:38; Crosisr L teub] maj. d.

:Iderbrand {iC) 8-1: Smith (Shen) Saxton
1:30; Warner (M } g Varper { air} 3

Nin(Bg:)d erght {55) 6-B; Nickersnntwci

d. Smit
140 — Adki {JM} p. Woodby (MC) 4:32;
Farratl {S1C) 3:64; Rmahan

Volk (Bul
St ‘ )V€a 3:53; Case {BSJ)

{Shan
Varnar (€Va|r} 1'56; Carral tiJL) d alrvm ?s
cCort {Ed)

{BvL) 6-4; Mamona (MF} d, M
Q'Nall {Cam) p. Barnhouse, (ELT 3:58; Zrinvi
{80 }mai cCallum (M) 13-1.
345 — Pendiston llC); Marico (Weir)
4:30; szv {Beal) ma| cﬂ:hens Ry 21-7;
Davfs (Brk} p. Mnofahaa L) 2:03: Casey
{M) p. Jonas (JM) 2 Huuvar (Shen! p.
WhIFkaV tCam) 2:20; Ray {SC) maj, d Sulek
lGlandnmanico (8BS0}
Robmson tE 18

152 — Haphurn {55} p. Wukellch (Shen)

KH 3”%;;'@}\}5}%?["” Eagipe;a:engéaf:k} 4 15,
n ﬂn‘HWP Etg Bee PR King

Ed)p rivarl buut(EL)p KlnF
Mag) 3 Baker ( Kingey (
alvarini (ém . Cashdollar (0G) o8
160 — Starkay gC) al. . Torlona (L] 10-
0; Ho'lder (BvlL} ev lasakeléTC] 1:49; Halling
OG) p. Flatlay | c:zs-r ’\xar (sn:i F ]
Shen 1:34' odar (M cGonil é aifs}
3 18 rofiln {SS) p lrvln t) 2 anafla
SC) d. Bruce ( Elevins (UL p.
Younclak {Br ‘

1 orhies (Shen)d Schultz (WC) 5-4;
Johnston HC)BB Bonnar {TC) 2:21: B ?gs
{IAF) Km { arn) 1:45; ndarscm (UM
eaks (StC) d. Pittman (Baal)
. Lovae (M) 12-4; Mayar
) 1;62; Grasn EL} p.

9 — p_(IC) p. Ross (Sieub} 4:37,;
Zarkle{Shan}p Cunnln ham( pt) 0:39; Holt
IMF) p. Smith (SC) O apburn SS) p
Simms (Cam} 0:32; Ba cﬂmv'\,‘EL) Bakar
{Waur}221 Siephens(M 1) axwall (Cald)
G:41; Gordan (WC) p. McN ai TC!‘IEZ Groff
(Wens) p. Yankovitch {Mag
216 — Orsini tSC) R Hamaga {Cald) 4:28;

Shrava {MF} p. Hannahs (Barn} 1:48; Timko
ESJ] p. Wab b {Camb) 4:13; Buvina {IC} E
iCicco {Steub) 2:08; al!s (JM)p. a Ier( I
1:40; HAosen (R} p. mpsion ?
Huffman (HC) p Skrzypak IWC) 249 Nulan
(BuL) p. Slanaking {Cam) 0:50,

275 — Shephard (TC} p Wallaca {§S) 2:30;
Wagner (Bul) p ZIrI[la (BVLJ 203 Ealdwln

{Ed) p. Spencer {Mag) 1:45; 8
Has!am{ ) 1:28; Davis (welfsa oty (B i
1:33; Manning (Cam} won by dafaul over
O'Hara _(Baalk

Neusnschwandar (StC) 8
g.SVIs {EL) 0:30; Eubanks (M) p. Larus (IC)

THIRD ROUND
103-~Waite (Shen) d. Cumpston (Cam) b-
0; Scammell (S1C) d, Lehotoy (M) 8-4; Marcer
LWalls)p DunfaetBall)D45 azzolla tirk} p.
smaster (Cald} 1:6

112—Crissia SCI tach, falt  over
Drcpsﬂaman (WM) 17-1; Huff (BSJ) d Kinzg
GHC} av 8

o Nﬂil {Cam) d. Crum {Cal

119-—Yaung {Steub} d Schmalzenbach
{Shan)_ 8-2; Northcraft {TC Garcla {EL
1 49’ Prandas lWe In) |{Camb

cuﬂon
:08; Chambars (0G erstrun {iC) 8.2
125--Thrasher [ ells 18 Whlttington {OG)

& 44 Frulﬂni (SS) p X
my d ) 2; Pamrco BS54} d.

g: . Dunn {
ankovchik {Wairl -5

Laugnar (StCj
Butler {EL} 17-4;

130—Fullerton Ca }
3:09; Benedlct {MC l'
Mull tJ ﬁ Smlth {we is) 4:26; Parka (Ball}
. Mcintcs

135—!win {B ) d Nlckerann {WC) 8-4;

Warner (va arner Welr) 2:15; Crosiar
(Stﬁub'i aikef {EL} 1: 59 Durhin (Brk) ma).
&'
14 --0 Nail (Cam) Zrinyi (SC) 11-4

Mamane {MF) p. Carrel tUL) 2:13; Case uasJi
3 ﬁ(l?ahart11 hen) 10-3; Adkins (JM) mal. d
(=]

1452 Glandomemco (BSJ} d. Hav (SCi 5-
Caae M . Hogvar {8han) 18-5
!(ln:y {Beah d "Bavis (Btkl 12-7; Rose {Hci

mal, d Fendlamnll 11
162.—RBaker (HC} ma] d Folvarinl 1SC) 11-
2: Baebout {EL} d. Banovsk X -2; Myers
{We!ls} d, Whitiin ngion (1 (R} 4-3; High ‘(Camb)

maj. Hap urnl }

60—Blovins UL d. Canelia (8C) 12-9;
Yodar (MF} _maj. leilnldSE‘:} 13-6; Kyer
(StC& d. Haillng OG) 8-4; Holden (BvL) d
Starkay {IC) 5-4

171—Meyer {Cam) p, Green (EL} 2:04;
Maekn 1StC} d. McVa {UL) B-2; Andarson
{JM) d. Hogge ¢M?) 3-2 of; Johnston {IC} p.
Vorhals {Shen) 4:

189—Garden (WCJ p. Groff (Walis) 1:48;

Stephens (MC) p, Badgley {ELJ 4:39; Hult
IP d. Hepburr‘\] (SS}E{IIVE Gump {IC) d
arkln {Shan} 7
215—Huﬂman CHCI Nolan (Bul..) 2 40
Walls (M) d. Rosen (R) 8-8; Timko {BS E
1%1“ {IC) 2:10; Shreve {MF) p. Orsini (s ]

75—Neuanschwander {StC) p. Eubanks
(M} 3:38; Manmn nm}Ep Davia (Wailsl
2:15; Baldwin dan %
Shapherd ‘TCFE Waﬁnar (BUL) 1 43

103--Bumgardner (WFJ Waita (Shen}
4:19: Ho, J vi) d. Scammell {S1C
Seidlar (MC) d. Mercar (Wails) B-1; Belttoid
{EL} d. Mazzallat 13

112—Smith (Br . Crlasta {SC} 1:67;
Troyan (MF} maj, uff {BSJ) 13-4; Eme

Y Gossatt a0 Tariar Lty 5. Ohoel

119——-Yuun {Steub) d. Smith BVL) 94
McFartand (Brk}-p. Northeraft {TC) 2
Petrozzl (Bul) ﬁ Prandes lWeiIs) 125'
GlassarkS) p. Chambers (0G) O

ootz {JM) d, Thrashfzr {Walls)
default over Froltlni
(Cam) 6-4;

Ball) 2-1

135—Jolly (Ed! d. Irv!n tht) B-1; Farguson
{MC) p. Warnar (M) 4, Crosiar (Steuh) d.
Barcus (HC) -1 Blrbin (Brm won by forfait
ovar Hughes (Carn

140—Feddicord {(Barm) won 19( daf.
over O'Mail (Cam); Bahal (Steub) Mamona
MF) 8-6; Case (B J)d Rosa (HC} 10-3; Bruca
Bal)d Adkms( 184

145—5 amaa d. DIGlandomanicﬂ
BSJ} 4-0; Case (KM) d. Nicka (WM} B
ahmar ibam) mzy (Bealh 8-3; Cowan
{EL} p. Rose (H

152—Taccs[k UL) p. Bakar {HC)} 2:42;
Jaffaris (Barn} d. Baehaut (EL) B-2; Burkhardt
58} p. Mvara (Walis) 0;29; High ({Camb} p,
agar (Bul) 2

60— Sefsic k (HC) Blevins (UL) 2-0;
Yudar (MF) d. Filby gf (JMLB -7; Grean (EL} mai

Kyar (SIC] 14-B; Barker (Barn) d. Holden

lB L} B
171---Ha e } d, Mayer {Cam} &-2;
Grmch (SS}J) Maaks (S1C) 2:12; Sshumacher
ersonéJM) #-1; Arnette (Wells}
mal d Johnaton (IC)
189—Gardon (WC) d (WP} 2:26;
Conrad M)F Stephens ¢MC) 14 Holt (MF
g&tu( ul) 6-4 ot; Gump {IC) p. Sidfield (B

216—Weavar {Magc ma] d Huﬂ'man (HC)
16-6; Walls [JM) g WP 4:01; Leach
Shan) d. Timko (BSJ) 5-3 Whitahill tOG} p.
hrava (MF) 1 35

—Hanary (JM) d. Neuenschwandar
(SIC) 4 3; A!Ianbv (WP) d Manning {Cami 5-
0; Price (Camb) p. Baldwin Y 2:94;
Caughay (OG) p. Shapherd {TC} 3:43



FRQM PRESS ROW
Enthusiasm awaits
upcoming OVAC
wrestling season

I

Nine new coaches, six defending
OVAC. tournament champions and a ton
B of enthugiasm await the opening of the
RYCK " 2001-2002 Ohio Valley high school
DELUCA = wrestling season.

Times Leader Does it get any better? Yes, it does.
Spors Writer Ohio Valley wrestling, which keeps

' getting better and better every year, may

be adding a few new wrinkles.

If all goes well, the elite of the

OVAC prep wrestlers will compete at the end of the season in an all-star
- match at the University of Pittsburgh's Fitzgerald Field House opposite the
best from the WPIAL. The tournament wiil be part of the 28th Annual
Dapper Dan Wiestling Classic that will also pit some of the best wrestlers
in the country against a group representing the entire state of Pennsylvania.

“While final plans and arrangements are to be finished, the OVAC
coaches have already given their approval for the event.

While the Dapper Dan Classic will give focal mat fans plenty to look
forward to this season, the OVAC's giant wrestling tournament at the
Wheeling Civic Center is set for January 17-18-19, 2002. Over 850
wrestlers get together that weekend for the Ohio Valley most prestigious

. wrestling tournament. '
' This year's OVAC toumey will return six defending champions includ-
ing a sophomore from Beaver Local that has the opportunity {0 accomplish

2 pare feat down the road. The number of Ohio Valley wrestlers to win four

OVAC titles over the years is very slim and Beaver's 215-pound Adam

Hoppel is hoping to join that small list.

While nine new coaches will be on the sidelines with the start of the
new season, four coaches return after gaining Coach of the Year accolades
for their efforts during the 2000-2001 season.

Garneting Coach of the Year honors in Class 4-A was Jay Michael of
Buckeye Local who coached the Panthers to a third place finish in the
OVAC tourney and a 15-2 dual meet record a year ago as Buckeye also
produced its first two-time OVAC champion in Nathan Kendjorsky.

Awarded Class 2-A Coach of the Year honors was Bamnesville's Luke

Johnson who led the Shamrocks to a Class 2-A team title and captured the

dual meet crown with a 9-2 record.

Gaining top coach honors in 1-A was veteran Jim Potts of Cameron,

who coached the Dragons to a 1-A title in the OVAC tourney and finished
at 22-3 in dual meets while Larry Shaw of Oak Glen earned the honors in
Class 3-A after placing second overall in the tourney and 11-1-1 in dual
meet competition, Shaw was also the OVAC's Coach of the Year for the
2000-2001 year. '

Nine new coaches will be starting their careers on the bench this season.
Four notable departures are Scott Hiemstra, the highty-successful coach at
East Liverpool, Frank Crain at Weir, Mike Castello and Shenandoah and
Clint Abbott at Beallsville.

Coming on board as coaches in the OVAC this year are Rich Shilling at
Fast Liverpool, David DeFelice at Steubenville, Chuck Varner at Weir,
and Chad Frick at Park.Also new in the coaching ranks are Mike Waite at
Shenandoah, Dalton Summers at Caldwell, Ron Clark at Steubenville Cen-
tral, Bob Burrow at Beallsville and John Durdines at Bishop Donahue.

This year's list of returning coaches include Michagl at Buckeye Local,
Potts at Cameron, Shaw at Oak Glen and Johnson at Barnesville along with
Rich Wright at Beaver Local, Joe Erlewine at Brooke, Tom Moore at Cam-
bridge, Mike Smith at Edison, Ed West at John Marshall, Dwayne Cole-
man at Bellaire, Jim Rocchi at Harrison Central, Brent Hughes at Magno-
lia, Babe Sidon at Ferry, Troy Keith at Meadowbrook, John Vrotsos at St.
Clairsville, Larry Ritchie at Tyler and Joel Davia at Union Local,

Also back to the mats are Paul Robison at Monroe Central, Chuck Bak-
er at River, John Haswell at Shadyside, Sean Smith at Wellsville, Don
Bauer-at Wheeling Central, Art Jones at Bridgeport, James Peoples at
Conotton Valley, Tom Giovengo at Linsly, Andrew Lamotte at St. John:
Central and Jamie Lesho at Weirton Madonna. :

. While a majority of last year's OVAC champions are graduated seniors,
six 2001 ctiampions return to defend their crowns. Some of the returning
champs may move to other weight classes.

At 103, East Liverpool junior Jakes returns after taking that title in a 9-
6 decision over Beaver's Josh Hoover while at 119, Wheeling Park senior
returhs after scoring a 6-5 decision over Edison's talented Derek Maple in
the OVAC title match.

At 140, Martins Ferry senior Derek Roth will be a defending champion
wfter clinching the title last season with a 10-4 win over Monroe Central's
Christopher Wilson. At 152, John Marshall senior Derek George will be
back after winning the conference crown in his weight class over
Shadyside's Kurt Glasser by a narrow 3-2 decision.

Hoppel, just a sophomore this year follows a rich family tradition at
Beaver Local and returns after taking the 215-pound crown as only a
{reshman last year. At 275, Shenandoah senior Jesse Wells will be back to
defend his title in the heavyweight ranks after winning last year by pinning
Cambridge's Michael Price at 3:57.

While the list of returning OVAC champions numbers six, the list of
place finishers back for another season on the mats is much larger.

Some of the 2001 place finishers returning are Harrison Central's Jesse
Emery at 103, Ferry's Mike Jones, River's Lucas Huffman at 112, Ferry's
John Tierney, Barnesville's Jared Anderson, Beallsville's Bubba Larew and
Harrison's Scott Campbell at 119 and Ferry's David Tiemey, St. John Cen-
tral's Chiris Case and Shadyside's Kyle Glasser at 123.

Others back are St. Clairsville's Billy Barath and Barnesville's Jason Lu-
cas at 130, Barnesville's Jason Petticord at 135, Monroe's Wilson,
Beallsville's Ryan Kinzy and Barnesville's Johnny Jefferies at 140 and
Buckeye Local's David Bertolino and Shadyside's Luke Burkhardt at 1435.

More returning place finishers are Harrison's Derrick Sefsick, Union
Local's Ryan Tacosik and Barnesville's Chad Baker at 152, St. John's

- JustinJepe and Buckeye Local's Jack Otto at 171, Ferry's John Eden at
215 and Harrison's Tony Carothers and Union Local's Koel Davia at 275.

The past six years has produced three back-to-back overall team cham-
pions with Buckeye Local winning the 1996-97 titles under coach Dan
Doyle, Martins Ferry capturing the 1998-99 crowns under coach Jeff
Oberdick and East Liverpoo! winning the past two years under coach Scott
Hiemstra. All three coaches are no longer head coaches in the OVAC,

Individual awards were handed ‘out after last season with Kendjorsky
capturing the Daniel Burke Award, Tyler'Hughes of Cameron earning the
George Kovalick OVAC Scholarship Award>Cole Bowersock of Beaver
Local winning the Dave Bierkortte Award while William McEldowney
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OVAC WRESTLING SEEDS

The top eight sesds in each weight class for
the 49th annual Chio Vallay Athletic
Conferance wrestling tournament.

103-1, Clay Tugkst, Martins Ferry (14-2); 2,
Jon Howard, John Marshall ‘{20-2?: 3,
Amhnn& Valles, Weirton Madonna (23-1); 4,
Justin Goneau, Oak Glen (13-5); 5, Andrew
Mazzella, Brooke (18-5); &, Anthony Duffield,
East Liverpool £13-8); 7, Luke Hoppel, Beaver
Local {12-5): B, Jordan Seidlar, Monroe
Central (13-3}

112-1, Lucas Huffran, River (20-1) 2,
Jesasle Emary, Harrison Central {13.0); 3, Josh
Hoover, Beaver Local (12-4); 4, Brian
HumPhrav, Whasling Park (1-1); 5 Matt
Smith, Brooke (19-5); 6, Alan Tavlor, John
Marshall {15-8); 7, Nate Gossett, Union Lacal
{11-2); 8, Chris ‘Troyan, Martins ?any {11-5)

118-Adam Kennedy, Whesling Park (13-3h
2, John Tiernay, Martins Farry (Efs--i ; 3, Kyls
Glasser, Shadyside (16-1): 4, Brennon
Chambers, Oak Glen {14-4); 5, Mike
Fasoulatos, John Marshall {20-4%; 6, Marcus
Prendas, Wellsville (16-2; 7, Jonathan
McFarland, Brooke {18-3); B, John Petrozzl,
Buckeye Local [15-6)

125-Josh Johnston, Indlan Creek 18-3); Z,
Braden Shaw, Brooke {10-1% 3, Jarro
Anderson, Barnesville (18-3); 4, Mike Janes,
Martine Ferry {10-B) &, hyan Turnbull,
Buckeye Local {16-5); 6, Jason Koantz, John
Marshall {21-8); 7, Aaron Brown, Monroe
Ceﬁmrai {18-5); B, Roscoe Laraw, Bealisville

{16-2)

130-1, David Tigrnay, Martins Farry {16-2);
2, Jason Lucas, Barnesvillg (11—2);?. Jarad
Hoppel, Beaver Local {10-3); 4, Vic Bologna,
Harrisen Central {18-1); &, Clayton Beneglcn
Monroe Central (15-B); & ike Aberegg.
Beallsville (10-1); 7, Bryan
(S‘]téag,ymde {11-4); 8, Miks Licata, Steubenvll

_135-Jon Varner, Beavor Local (12-2F 2
Billy Barath, St. Clairsville (12-0); 3, David
Durbin, Brooke {24-1); 4, CaseK Hughes,
Cameron {16-1); 5, Corey” Smith, Martins
Ferry {12-1); 6, Garrett Six, Oak Glan (13.61 7,
Ryan Ferguson, Monroe Central (14-21; 8,

att Barcus, Harrison Central (10-4)

140-Jasse Irwin, Shadyside {17-1); 2, Phil
Bliss, Brooke (22-3); 3, Steve Flowers, Oak
Glen {15-3); 4, Joal G'Neil, Cameron (7-0%; 8,
Tony Zrinyi, Staubenville Central (11-1)% 6,
Jason Paddicord, Barnesvilla (16-61; 1, Chris
Casa, Bsllaire St. John's (12-4); 8, Bryan

Ramsay, .
a

Rose, Harrison Centrai (11-6)

145-Jerorny Shaw, Beaver Local (12-4) 2,
Matt Wharton, Osk Glen (16-3; 3, Bobhy
Samsa, Shadyside (17-1); 4, Christapher
Wilson, Monroe Central {18-2); 5, Brock
Bowman, Buckeye Local {16-6); 6, Jaramy
Cowan, East Liverpool (10-6); 7, Jason
Bahmar, Barnesvilie {13-5); B, Brad Nicka,
Wairtan Madanna {11-3)

182-1, Derek George, John Marshall (24-
1); 2, Derek Roth, Marting Ferry (15-3); 3,
Tucker Brawn, Camoron |14-3); 4, Kan Haker,
Harrison Cantral {11-B}; 5, ﬁgan Tacosik,
Union Local {15-3); 6, Chad Snider, Tyler
Consolidated  117-3); 7, Luka Burkhardt,
Shadyside (12-2}; 8, Johnny Jafteris,
Barnesville {19-3)

160-1, Roger Kupfer, Cameron {17-0k 2,
David Heriolino, Buckaye Local (20-1) 3,
John Prokapakis, Edison (18-3) 4, Derek
Sefsick, Harrlson Central (13-3); 5, Hobby
Dimmatiing, Monroe Centra] (18-4); 6; Chad
Barker, Barnesville {19-3); 7. Chris Grean,
East Liverpoo! {10-3); B, Chuck Filby, John
Marshall (18-8)

71-1, Derrick Sticklas, Oak Glen 17-1); 2,
Jordan Williams, Beaver Local (7-0); 3, Erie
Spitnogle, Harrlson Central {12-0); 4, Jamas
Lyons, Steubenville (13-1); B, Justin Hepe,
Ballaire St. John's (13-2); 6, Jon Asnette,
Wallgvilte (17-1); 7, Sean Grinch, Shadyside
ig-ﬁ}; B, Tyler Schumacher, Monros Cantral

189-1, Chris Taz)lor, John Marshall (24-1);
2, Ron Hebrock, Qak Glen {16-3); 3, Jare

Williams, Beaver Local {11-4); 4, Adam
Snyder, St. Clairsville %15‘1); 5, Josh Bovd,
Wheeling Park (17-4}; 6, Aaron Greff,
Wallsville {15-3); 7, Hrian Hapburn
ﬁﬁa_givslda {16-2; 8, Jack Otto, Buckeye Local

-7}

215-1, Adam Hoppal, Beaver Local {156-2);
2, Vince Magnens, Weir (26-0); 3, Joe
Weaver, Magnolia (18-1}; 4, John Walls, John
Marshaii 19-4); B, Josh SGtansbury, East
Liverpool {14-3); 6, Bill Whitehill, Oak Glen
13-5); 7, Cody Leach, Shenandoah (12-4); B,
J. Cook, Whasling Park {14-8) ~

27861, Michagl Prige, Cambridge (9-1); 2,
Jusse Wells, Shenandoah {15-?); 3, Jos
caughay, Oak Glen {14-3); 4, Koel Davia,
Union Local ' (16-2); 5, fony Carothers,
Harrison Central {13-1); &, Eugsne Henry,
John Marshall {20-4); 7, Matt Duvall, Belaire
{14-4); 8, Troy Allanhy, Whealing Park {17-6}
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WHEELING - What a road
. |:|e s traveled. After a life-threat-
ening car accident in late fall,
Beaver Lacal sophomore Adam
Eloppel completed his recovery
aturday, by winning his second
DVAC title in as many years at
the 215-pound weight class.
+ Hoppel, who received mild
head trauma and over 200 stitch-
§s in his head and knee after run-
ning into a parked truck on Route
11, won a 4-3 decision over
Vince Magnone from Weir to
win the title.

“Above everything, I'm happy
to be alive after what happened,”
Hoppel said. “It feels good
though to win the match against
a pretty tough opponent.”

So what’s next for the come-
back kid?

“I want to win state.”

@ The OVAC announced that
the conference will put together a
team to wrestle the WPIAL All-
Stars at the 28th annual Dapper
Dan Wrestling Classic on March
30 at the University of Pitts-
burgh.

The match between the two
state powers will be the warm up
contest of the night for the feature
event between the Pennsylvania
and United States All-Stars.

According to Dan Doyle, the
assistant director of the OVAC
Tournament, it’s a tremendous
honor.

"(The Dapper Dan) people had
heard of us and figured it would
be a pretty nice thing to do since
we're right down the road,” he
said. “It’s a very prestigious

OVAC —

FROM PAGE 1B

mior heavyweight.

Beaver Local coach Rich
Wright said he was pleased
with his team’s effort, despite
not being able to win their
first OVAC title. The Beavers
were looking for their first ti-
tle in 11 years since Wright

OVAC WRESTLING NOTEBOOK

Beavers’ Hoppel Wins secnml

event that a lot of college coach-
es attend.”

Doyle said that a comnuttee
will hand pick seniors from the
OVAC 1o participate in the event.
The committee, which is not
complete yet, will be made of
OVAC coaches.

“This is 4 tremendous compli-
ment to our league,” Doyle said.
“It’s poing to really help get our
conference some exposure.”

@ While all the fans are busy
watching the action in the bleach-
ers, many probably don’t realize
what’s going on underneath their
seats.

In what is called the bullpen
area, OVAC volunteers are con-
stantly moving wrestlers in dif-
ferent weight classes from one
area to another in order to get
them on the mats on time.

You can imagine in the process
of dealing with so many wrestlers
over the three days, how much
one might take in.

“We see a lot of things in the
bullpen,” volunteer Jim Noel said
during championship action Sat-
urday. “To be honest, this is the
first wrestling I've seen. So far,
I've been stuck (under the
bleachers) getting guys ready.”

Noel did say it’s a job ke does-
n't mind doing.
© “These wrestlers are really
very nice young men,” he said.
“We even joke around with them
a little.”

So what's the funniest thing
he’s seen?

“We were picking on a guy’s
nickname,” Noel said with a
laugh. “His teammates were call-
ing him donut and he wouldn't

SPORTS

Beaver Local sophomore Adam Hoppal (rlght) handed Vince Magnone of Welr his first loss of
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the season In the 215-pound champlonship match. (Photo by Missy Borders)

tell us why so we had a good time
with it.”
Anything strange go on?
“Some guys actually sleep,”
Noel said. “It’s amazing. They
have a huge match coming up

and they sleep. I guess it helps
them relax.”
Noel said they deal with all
guys both big and small.
“The room’s constantly chang-
ing from big to small,” he said of

the different size weight classes.
“And I'll tell you what, everyone
talks about how tough those big
guys must be, but [ wouldn't
want to give those little guys any
problems either - they’re quick.”

s-t\t'

@ Despite all of the advancas
in technology, the OVAC contin-
ues to use the same leaderboard,
made of cardboard. The score
keeper must then manually reach
up and change the score of each °
team as the tournament progress- -
€s. C
*“That’s something we'd like to .
improve,” tournament director. "
Ron Mauck said. “They key word
though is money so it’d be nice tb
get some Sponsors to get a new.--
one.’ :

Mauck did say that it’s not all .
bad because it gives someone &
jab to do.

Tt helps break the new (work-
ers) in,” he said with a chuckle,
“If I didn't have that they would*
n’t have anything to do.” “.

'@ Of the 112 wrestlers wha
placed in the event, 21 were from
either Oak Glen, Beaver Local,
East Liverpool, or Wellsville. In-
total, 37 teams took part in the
action with 432 wrestlers h1tt1ng
the mat. -

® When Martins Ferry’s John»
and David Tierney won their re- '
spective weight classes of 119-
and 130 pounds, it was just the
third time in the OVAC 49- -yedr .
history that brothers won tltleh in
the same year.

® Each year, the tournament -
honors the champions from 25
years previous. This year, 1977
was recognized, which is some-
thing Mauck is very proud of.

“It's like a reunion for a lot 6f -
people,” he said. “What I find
unique about the tournament is it .
brings a lot of folks together and
for three days you see a lot of
positive things.”
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“(The Dapper Dan) people had
heard of us and figured it would
be a pretty nice thing to do since
we’re right down the road,” he
said. “It's a very prestigious
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nior heavyweight.

Beaver Local coach Rich
Wright said he was pleased
with his team’s effort, despite
not being able to win their
first OVAC title. The Beavers
were looking for their first ti-
tle in 11 years since Wright
convinced Beaver Local to
join the conference. The
Beavers did claim the Class
AAAA title, edging out John
Marshall, 206-203.5.

“We just let too many big
matches go by. But, it’s still
nice to win our division. It
was a total team effort,” said
Wright. “We had a very good
tournament, and we’ll look
forward to next year.

Beaver Local’s winner on
Saturday were; Luke Hoppel
at 103 for fifth place, Jeremy
Shaw was third at 145, Jared
Williams was third at 189
and Hoppel at 215.

Oak Glen's winners were;
Steve Flowers at 140 for

-third place, Derrick Stickles
at 171 for first and Caughey
at 275.

East Liverpoo! had all four
of its wrestlers win Saturday.
Anthony Duffield (at 103)
took seventh; Jeremy Cowan
won his fifth place match in
overtime on criteria at 1435;
Chris Green won his 160-
pound match for seventh
place and Jake Stansbury fin-
ished third with a fall at 215. -
Wellsville’s only competitor
on the day was Jon Amette.
He suffered a 5-2 loss and
settled for sixth place.

East Liverpool finished the
tournament in a tie for 10th
place with 99 points. Edison
was 17th with 71 points.

Caughey won the Mr. Her-
cules award for pinning his
opponents in the quickness -
time. He won five of six
matches by falls. Derek
George of John Marshall won
the best wrestler award. He
got by previous champion
Derek Roth of Martins Ferry
in the 152-pound final.

So what’s the funniest thing
he’s seen?

“We were picking on a guy’s
nickname,” Noel said with a
laugh. *“His teammates were call-
ing him donut and he wouldn’t
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with it.”
Anything strange go on?
“Some guys actually sleep,”
Noel said. “It’s amazing. They
have a huge match coming up
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them relax.”

Noel said they deal with all
guys both big and small.

“The room'’s constantly chang-
ing from big to small,” be said of

Oak Glen’s Derrick Stickles (bottom) won the 171-pound class with 3 1-0 declslon over Beaver
Local’s Jordan Willlams. (Photo by Missy Borders)
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“And I'll tell you what, everyone
talks about how tough those big
guys must be, but I wouldn’t
want to give those little guys any
problems either - they’'re quick.”
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“1t’s like a reunion for a lot of -
people,” he said. “What 1 find
unique about the tournament is it .
brings a lot of folks together and
for three days you see a lot of
positive things.”

Chrls Green of East leerpool (left) handles his 160-puund op-:
ponent In thelr seventh-place match, which the Potter wun. ,

(Photo by Mlssy Borders)

Ron Hebrock of Oak Glen dropped a 3-1 declislon In the 189—
pougd class to Chris Taylor of John Marshall. (Photo by Mlssy
Borders)



