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OVAC cheering competition:~ 
Saturday at Wheeling Jesuit.• 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Con
ference's cheering competition has 
returned. • 

For the first time since Septem
ber of I 995, competition will be 
held for cheering squads from 
throughout the con_ference with the 
event planned Saturday, Jan. I B. 

"The last competition we had 
was for the I 995-96 school year, 
and the upcoming contest will be 
for the I 996-97 school year," said 
Sam A. Mumley Sr., OV AC execu- • 
live secretary. 

"The committee decided to hold 
the competi!ion later In the school 
year because the S.eptember date 
clashed with too many school activ
ities," Mumley explained. "We 
have a new committee, and it has 
worked diligently toward making 
this year's event one of the best'' 

This marks the. sixth' annual 
event for the conference's cheering 
squads and all four of the 1995-96 
champions are expected to be part 
of the' competition set to begin at 
9:30 a.m. at the McDonough Cen
ter on ihe campus of Wheeling Je- • 
suit University. • 

. The event will begin with the 
Class AAA squads competing; fol
lowed by the Class AAAA teams. 
After these two divisions compete, 
ihere will be a short break for the 

presentation of awards. This .will be 
followed by the Class A squad tak-. 
log the floor, followed by the Class 
AA teams. Another brief awards 
ceremony will conclude the pro-. 
gram. , 

D'efending champions are 
Wheeling Park, Class _AAAA; Tyler 
Consolidated, ,Class AAA; Bar
nesville, Class AA; and Paden City, 

nerup and third-place. teams in each " 
division, while the top squads In, 
each division will receive their ban--· 
ners when the OV AC bolds Its Ban-, 
quet of Champions at the Wheeling 
Civic Center lo late May. -, 
• Admission ls $3 for adults and., 

S2 for students, good for the entire 
program which is expected to last. 
around follr hours. Pro~eeds from;·, 
the event wlll go toward a $500-' 
scholarship to be awarded to a 

• cheerleader. Each coach will be al-, 
lowed to nominate a cheerleader for. 
the scholarship, which will also be·, 
awarded at the Banquet of Champ!-., 
ans. . ·LJ 

Each school ls allowed to enter a,, 
squad not exceeding 15 varsity·i.. 

· cheerleaders, including mascots .. ~ 
Each team will be allowed a three- ·" 
minute, performance and the squads 
may incorporate cheer, dance and·,,; 

Class A. . sideline routines In any manner they 
Handling arrangeITlents for this wish. '., year's event are Libby Shepherd, The committee noted that there:• cheering coach at Wheeling Park will be four Judges, two from Ohio•,: High; and two former coaches at and two from West Virginia. Paula•'' 

Buckeye Local, Mary Kay Zitzel- Thomas, former cheering coach ar.: berger and Vicky Smith: • Wheeling Central, will serve as' 
The committee expects upwards rules Interpreter. There also will be: 

of 30 schools to be represented in two timers at tlie scorers' table. 
this year's event. Awards wlll be • 
presented t~ the champJo~, run-
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-OVAC}C'ne~ti/ng· 
Championships: ;Set 
The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference will hold Its cheerleadin$ champi

onship competition Saturday, beginning at 9:30 a,m. at Wheehng Jesuit 
University's Alma Grace McDonough Center. _. ·, . • • . . 

• This will mark the first time since September of'l 9.9 5 that the league will. 
'bold a cbarnpioqshlp event in cbeerlcadfng. " ,,if . 

"The last competition we.had was for the ·19:95-96 school year, and the 
«pcoming event wii be for the 199'6-97 sclJool. • 
year," pointed out Samuel A. Mui:nley, 'execu"' •·• • ~ .... , -=u==--~ · 
live secretary of the OVAC. • • I. - . 

. "The (cheering) committee decided to • ..-.. 
hold the competition later in the school ·year
because the September date clashed with so 
many school activities. We :have a-·new 
cheering committee and this ·group has• 
worJced diligently t.oward making this. 
year's event one of the best," . Mumley 
added. • 

Saturday's competition will begin with the 
Class AAA squads performing, followed by the .. 

. Class AAAA teams. After these· two divisions, 
there will be a short b.reak for presentationtllf awards, . • • • 
followed by .the Class A competition and, finally, the Class AA champi
onships. Another brief awards ceremony will conclµae the program. • 

• Defending champions are Wheeling 'Park, •Class AAAA; Tyler 
Consolidated, Class AAA; Barnesville, Class AA; ancj Paden City, Class A. 

Handllng arrangements for this year's cheering competition are Libby' 
Shepherd, cheering coach at Wheeling Park High School; along with Mary' 
Kay Zitzelberger and Vicky Smith, bothfo.rmd cheering coaches at 
Buckeye Local. . • • . • . . .• . . • ' 

More than 30 schools are expected to take'part in the event. Awards'will 
be presented to the champion, runner-up and third-place team In eacl) divi
sion. The top squads in each division will-receive their banners when the 
OVAC holds Its annual Banquet ofCharnpiops at the Wheeling Civic 
Center in late May. • •. - . • · · . • 

Admission is $3. for adults and $2 for students. The. price includes the • 
champion.ship competition in all four. divisions. Proceeds. from the event will 
go toward a $500 scholarship ~o be awarded to a cheerleader. . 
• Each coach will be permitted IQ nominate one cheerleader for the scholar-
ship, which also will.be awarded at·the May dinner. . . • 

The OVA~ competition w!U include teams ofup to 15 varsity cheerlead
ers,' including mascots. Each team. will be permitted a. three-minute perfor
mance and the squads may incorporate cheer, dance and sideline I)ltitln~ in 
any manner they wish. • • • • · • , . · .. • · _ • . 

• Four judges will determine the place-winners, two from Ohio and 'two 
from WestVirginia. l;'aula.Tboinas, foancr cheering coach at Wheeling 
Central, will serve as rules interpreter. ·There will also be two timers at the 
scorers' table. · • , . •.• •· • • • • • . .' : • • · • • • • ~. ',: . .-,;:._.,•' .s:..:.:._ • ' 


