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Sports Edllar 

Chuck Wall received a retfre. ment '!lilt' Wednesday mght from the Ohio Valley Athkilic Confer
ence. 

The outgoing Steubenville Big Red boys' basketball coach received the OVAC Cooch of the Year award before a crowd esti
mated al 1,000 al the fifth annual Kroger-OVAC 'Banquet of the Champiom' at the Wheeling Cfyfc 
Center. 

Watt, who has relinquished bis 23-year job as Big Red basketball boss, becomes only the third two
lime recipient of the 22Dd annual award sponsored by the Wheell11g News-Register. Big Red football coach Reno Saccoccia won last year and In 1985. Foothall coach 
Lou Nodda won at Magnolia In 1973 arxl Sistersville in 19'19. 

Watt. who was the 1971 honoree, 
coached Big Red last season to a 7l-3 won--Jost record, hl5 eighth 
OVAC Class 4A crown a11d a berth fn the Ohio Division II regional tournament finals. His 23-year record was 350-14< Including 11 sectional lilies and four district crowns. He also coached the Steubenville baseball I~ to a IO-year record of 194·90 and CUrTeDlJy guides the Steubenville Post 33 American Legion baseball 5q11Sd. 

TIJe 1945 Steubenville ffigh and College of Steubenville graduate was followed In the balloting of area news media by Shadyside football coach David (Tyl Fleming and Wheeling Central basket
ball coach Jim Dailer. 

"No one can receive a coaching 

1
:-· award entirely on his own," Watt told the gathering. "I ae<:ept it on 

«, belulU of our team and staff t1. including Ray Saccoccla and Ric.Ii I! Donnelly. It ls a recognlUon of our ts team Utls year. U "I have known few coaches who R didn't work hard with lhc kids fi lhr>,· Mrf_ lll'ltU! :iii ~I r11hf•tn•illf' 
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Chuck Wa~ who recently rl'Signed as bead basketball coach at Steubenville High, was awarded his second Ohio Valley AthletJc Conrerence Coach of the Year honor. The award • encompasses all SPorts. and \\'alt Is just the lh.Ird 

Mike MtNdtrrbe lnlel Ugmttr . two-time winner. Watt Cleft) Is plctared here with OVAC Executive Secretary Sam l\.lumley (middle) and Big Red Athletic Director Reno Saccocc.ia, who doubles as the football coach and is also a two-lime Coach of the Year winner. 
students. I just hope everyone here gets as much enjoyment out of athletics as I have," Walt said. The retlring coach wasn't the only hon<Jrt,o Wednesday nlghL 

Rccehing scholarship a"•anls f,.f:,lfn<r lhn t>,:flm:o!r,rl (:In ("1{\11 

nolia {West V1rg1nia U.J; McDonald's: Terri Lynne C.stel· lucci, Brooke C Notre Dame); Pepsi-Cola: R'yan Morgan, Tyler Coanty; \",'heeling National Bank: Barbara Leasure ( Fairmont c:,,t.,\• q .. c,.,hnll r,...,.1,..,.. v,.," 

Rose; Daniel M. Burke Wrestling: David Heath; St. ClairsvlJle (Washington & Jefferson I; George Kovafick Wrestling: Ed Neely, 
Weirton Madonna <Washington & Jefferson>. .,.. __ ~-....:-• -··----'- :--····-'·-' .... 

Sidon of Martins Ferry aoct car Giffin Track Servlce Award to Ed 
Davis. 

Athletes and roaches frum .£1 
OVAC championshlp teams In 16 sports also received pennants. 

Guest speaker Was Arizooa 
State University \\Te:Stling coach 
Bobby Douglas, an OVAC product from Bridgeport High School 

Douglas direcled his lalk to the honored youth and asked them lo "pass the torch which makes up the spirit of the Ohio Valley. The athletes are great In the OVAC because of the tradition. I have 
enjoyed ll and now you have enjoyed IL Carry on this experi• ence . and pass it on to the r uture 
~-=Uons. This speclaJ. unique of person and alhlete is 
what makes the OVAC the wealest conference lo America. l was 
proud to cmnpele In the OVAC but nobody makes II alone. AD of you have people who help yoo along the way. 1 bad George Kovalick as a coach and I never would have. 
made It without him.." 

The former Olympic WT'C5tJer 
who competed at West Lioerty State and Oklahoma Stale told the gathering that "education is tbc 
greatest thing to happen to you. A degree meami more than any awards. When I graduated from high school, a teacher gave me the book 'The Power of Positive, 
Thinking' and ll started me off on 
the rightfoot. 
"I have found oeven steps to success arxl anybody can use 

them: (I) the ability lo dream because they do come true; (2) a 
plan of knowing where you want to go and how to get there; (3} discipline which is the glue that holds everything together; {4} desire-It has to be caught; it can't be taught; f51 association: stay clo.sc to successful people and It -.-.ill rub off; (6) fai~belive 
yau can do !l; _!_her.e ~ no ~-t~ 





VARGO WOODFORD LONGO 

YOUNG BURKHART 

Gallery of 0\/ AC champion coaches 
Success Is counted sweetest by 
those who ne'er succeed - Emily 
Olcklnson, 

llonor lies on honest toll - Gru\'er 
Cle,·cluntl, ' 

Those who enter the coaches pro
ression eventually will know what 
it's like to succeed along with the 
frustralion of losing, 

And honor comes to those who toil 
the most. Coaches know nil about 
toil. The monetary gains never 
quite equal the many long hours. 

Thus, it's gratifying to see 
coaches honored annually at the 
Kroger-OVAC Banquet of Champ!• 
ons for leading their teams lo suc
cess and honor. 

We pay tribute to these coaches 
from the T•L coverage area and 
those with Eastern Ohio 
backgrounds who directed their 
teams to conference titles: 

• Ty Flamlng, Shadyside, Class 1·A 
football. 
• Tarry Dapaw, Llnsly, OVAC 2·A 
football, 
• Mlka Young, St, Ctalrsvllle, Class 
2·A football. 
• Adrianna Burkhart, Skyvue, Clan 
A volleyball, 

• Marie Shipley, Bellaire, Class 
AAA volleyball. • 
• Floyd Brunner, Shadyside, Class 
1·A goll. 
• Mika Longo, River, Class 3-A golf. 
• Donna Joseph, Shadyside, Clan 
1·A, 2·A boys' cross country. 
• Tom Grlllllh, Cadiz, Clan 1•A, 2·A 
glrls' croH counlry, 
• Dianna Varga, Whaallng Park, 
Class 3•A, 4•A glrls' crass country. 
• Gene Ammlranle, Bellaire, Class 
3·A boys' basketball, 
• Kim Traversa, SI. John Central, 
Cina A glrls' basketball, 
• Sleva Lapaskl, Union Local, Clan 
AA glr/1' basketball, 
• Gragg Bonar, Bellalra, Class AAA 
glrls' basketball, 
• Mike Donahue, St. Jahn Central, 
Class 1·Awreatllng, 
• Joel Davia, Cadiz, Cla11 2•A 
wrestling. 
• Rick Link, Union Local, Clan 3·A 
wreslllng. 
• John Kapolka, Shadyside, Clan 
t•A boys' track. 
• Dave Plumby1 Llnsly, Clau 2·A' 
boys' track, 
• Bruce Stolz, Ballalre, Clan 3·A 
boya' track. 
• J, Fred Pollnakl, Union Local, 
Class AA aoftball. 
• Dan Butts, St. John Central, Cius 
t•A baseball. 
• Ken Woodford, Cadiz, Clan 2·A 
baseball. 
• Richard "Lefty" Hall, St. Clain• 
villa, Cius 3·A baaaball. 


