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By DOUG HUFF
Sports Editer

Lou Nocida won at Magnolia in
1973 and Sistersville in 1970,

Watt, who was the 1971 honoree,

coached BIg Red iast season to g
213 won-lost record, his eighth
& OVAC Class 4A crown and a berth
i in the Ohio Division Il regional
i tournament finals., His 23-.year
% record was 350-144 including 11
¥ sectional titles and four district
§{ crowns. He also coached the Steu-
#: benville baseball team to a 10-year
fi record of 194-90 and currently
s guides the Steubenville Post 33
ji American Leglon basehall squad.
% The 195 Sleubenville High and
& College of Steubenville dunate
¥ was ollowed in the baloting of
ki area news media by Shadysi
&t football coach David (Ty) Flem-
't ing and Wheeling Central baskel-
t; ball coach Jim Dailer.
% “No one can receive a caaching
iz award entirely on his own," Wall
g told the gathering. “I accept it on
¥ behalf of our team and slaff
< including Ray Saccoccla and Rich
;i Donnelly. It {s a recognition of our
iz team year, .

“I have known few coaches whe
didn't work hard with the kids
thrv had, Reing at Stenhenville
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% Chuck Walt received a retire.
gt ment ‘gifl’ Wednesday night from
A the Ohio Valley Alhl:zuc' Confer-
i ence,

The outguing Steubenville Big
Red boys' basketball coach
received the OVAC Coach of the
Year award before a crowd esti-
mated at 1,000 at the fifth annual
Kroger-OVAC ‘Banquet of the
Champions’ at the Wheeling Chvic
Center.

Watt, who has relinquished his
Z-year job as Big Red basketball
boss, becomes only the third two- §

& year and In 1985. Football coach

i, who recently resigned as head
Steahenvilie High, wag
alley Athletic Confer-
ear honor. The award
encompasses all sports, and Wall is just the third

awarded his second Oh
ence Coach of the Y

students. I just hope everyone
here gets as much enjoyment out
of athletics as I kave,” Watl said,
The reliring coach wasn't the
oaly hanoree Wednesday night.
Receiving  scholarship awards

tntaling {thn ngtimatnd €t an

Mike MeNellThe Intelligencer
- two-time winner, Watt (left) is pictured here with .

OVAC Executive Secrelary Sam Mumley
(middle_) and Big Red Athlelic Director Reno
Saccoceia, who doubles zs the footiball coach and
Is also  two-time Coach of the Year winner.

Virgima u.); Rose; Daniel M, Burke Wreslling:
McDonald’s: Terri Lynne Castel- David Heath, St. Clairsvinltie
Iucei, Brooke {Notre Dame);
: Ryan Morgan, Tyler Kovalick Wrestling: Ed Neely,

ng National Bank: Weirton Madonna (Washinglon &
Barbara Leasure (Fafrmont Jefferson).
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Thinking’ and it started me off on #

success and anybody can uxe §

50 and hew to get there; (3) §
holds everything togecther; (4) §
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Sidon of Marline Ferry and Cal
Giflin Track Service Award to Ed
Davis,

Athletes and coaches from 47
OVAC championship teams in 16
sporis also received pennants,

Guest speaker was Arizona
State Universily wrestling coach
Babby Douglas, an OVAC product
from Bridgeport High School.

Douglas directed his lalk ta the
honored youth and asked them to
“pass the forch which makes up
the spirit of the Ohio Valley. The -
athletes are great in the OVAC |
because of the fradition. I have ;
enjoyed Il and now you have
enjoyed il. Carry on this experi-
ence-and pass it on to the fuiure

enerations. This special, uniqua
Ereed of person and alhlete is
what makes the OVAC the %reai-
est conferenice in America. 1 was
proud to compele in the OVAC but
nobody makes It alone. All of you
have le who help you atong
the way. 1 had George Kovalick as
a coach and I pever would have
made it without hin,™

The former Olympic wrestler
who competed at West Liberty
State and Oklahoma Sl.t':jl.e told ﬁ
gathering that “education is i

test thing to happen to you. A k
g:ee means more than any g
awards. When 1 duated from @
high school, a tea gave me the §
book ‘The Power of Pasitive §

the right foot. .
“l have found seven steps to

them: (1) the ability to dream J
because they do come true; (2) a
plan of knowing where you want lo §

pline which is the glue that §

it has to be caught; it X

It will rub off; (6) [aith—belive
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1949 - FRANK BAXTER, Bridgeport; whosé hasketball Jeam was runner-up in the Ohlp Ciassi'i
A tournament and finished with a 25 record, . S e A T T T Y o
o 1970 HENRY “HERKY LAZASZ, Warren Consoltdated. His bazkeibalf feam won 22 straight; o
. be!urebowlncq in reglnnalcp!slar. G et T Wy T i
1971 = CHARLES “CHUCK"” WATT; Steubenville. His baskeleers won 27 of 22 Eeforeatwa-.,‘, ® .
point overtime toss to uliimate sfate iriple-A champlon Walnut Rldge In re?ional competition, © " -
-+ 1972 —TOM KORAB, Sfeubenviile Cathollc Central, His 1971 football ieam gusledlheﬂrsl ¢
pgrtectl record in the history of the school and was the press sgrvices’ choice as Ofo double-A 1 it
- champlom,. - 0T T . oot e A
v 1§13 - LOU NOCIDA, Magnolia. His 1972 football feam was stale double-A champlon and His 73!
baskeleers were runners-up In fhe stale tournament. Ll TP R s
1974 — BILL HINEGARDNER, John Marshatl, and JAY CIRCOSTA, Woodsflald.-2 -
Hinegardener's wrestiing ieam won third successive West Virginia championship, Clreasta ™ -
voduced first perfect record in Woodsfleld history as-Redskins won OVACL Class Qand Pioneer
‘Valley Leagua Crowns, R S I AR SR EAE ah e -
- 1975 — RICH WILINSKI, Toronto, His 1974 football team had a perfect season, the s:hool'sjl;s! T

since 1948, .. - . N N L I TR N ik,
v 1176 — SAM ANDY, Whesling High. In the school’s last year of exlstence, his basketball team~T ' |
Eeéi ﬂlne glaic somathing 1o remember. It by — a iripie-A Wes trginia champlonshlp.c:aptured at, .,
ariesion,. o LS T T Ty R A g
1977 = TOM VICHICH -Shadyside, His-1978 track feam was the first from the OhloVailey area'>
to win-an Ohla stale cham; I’a ship,. - S e T L . N
1978~ TERRY LEGGETT, Euckezve Trail. In the first year of this Guernser Caunl\}f W,
«consolidation, his basketball feam won' 1 straight before bowing by ane poln} o tndlan Valley South.,
192%  LOU NOCIDA, Sistersville, He became the first two-fime winner of the "News-Registers;
OVAC Coach of the-Year" honor, His ‘78 lootbal eam accemplished a dramatic furnaroung frafm;,+ §
the 77 season that _?roduced lus! ane victory and clalmed 11 In a row bafore bowing Inthe state ..iwys .
fla off finals, His Tiger teams subsequently won five W.Va, state Clasg A champlonships and werd: 5
¢ flnals seven sfralght years, .. v || N ) P G e S o
S L1980 e JIM THOMAS, Whaeling Central, His "7 footbail feam { 12-1) captured an OVAC ilfjes 5 - -
and the W, Va. state double:A crown. * © 5. v oot d RN e ey
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1981 — JOHN STANKO, Bishop Donahus, His basketball team'won he W.Va, single-p o, :
. ;hampEMSh!’g‘;"?‘“’i‘?"?‘ eole R Taun ","'-*", i SRAdEs 3 htwf'd .
1982 — MELVIN COLEMAN; Wintersville. His basketball feam won 22 in & row before bav.grngu?éj’* .
in the regional and was OVAC 4-A chamiplon, - D e T e e ap Sy Al
ook 81— GEORGE “SKIP PROSSER, Wheeling Central; After wining & tleln 1982, ha s -

Yook his basketball feam o the stale fourney finals agaln;: .- = L U R e
< - 1984 — MARK HUFFMAN, Skyvue. W th,mlr one senfor In the fineup; his cagérs we andy -
reached the Ohlo tate Class A taurnament samb-flnals, ' .- - U RSN R s T,

195 —RENO SACCOCCIA, Steubenvlile, His 1964 football team was undefeated In 13 starts dnd.

. won the Chlo Division Ilchamflnnsh{g.' T e T R e e g

L 1988 — PAUL “BUD™ BILLIARD, Brooke. His 1985 team won ihe first West VirginlaClass AAAT
- toatbal} champlonship in the school’s history and capped iis campaign by avenging a sea;on-qpq;}!n'g'

ioss fo Parkersbyrg, - - . - e Tl e T e i

;047 = GEORGE STRAGER, Sf. Clalrsvile. Tha valley'sali-llnig.!wl?nlng?st;goq balisoa;:ﬁ&s 83,
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"piloted Red Davjlsioa 9-) record [y regular'season and two plavof! viclo

f*fnthargln Ea!lsgkeﬁstm;?-‘f.‘i-; Efiali; S TRRNLE ,F;J,XUM i ' bes oL

: 1988 — DAVE LaMOTT£; Brl . Coached Bridgeport fo Ohlg Div] I i Con

. champlonship, first state maf fitle for he Bluasince 1959, - .. . 7 ey CLENTAT b
© - 1989=RENO SACCOCCIA, Steubenville. His footbali 13 wen 13siralght batore | ngtoAh;Pn!, i

- Buchdel In the Ohlo.Division 11 finals for the second stralght year, 8lg’ Red won OVAC four-A fjile N
and miade playoffs for elghth straight ygar, Saccoccla Is only second coach ever lowinN-R award. 7'z *
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Gallery of OVAC champio
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Success s counted sweetest by
those who ne'er suceeed — Emily
[Hekinson,

Honor lies en honest toil — Grover
Clevelund,

e TE——

Those who enter the coaches pro-
fession eventually will know what .
it’s like to succeed along with the
frustration of losing,

And henor comes to those who Loi)
the most, Coaches know all about
toil, The meonetary gains never
quite equal the many long hours,

Thus, It's gratlfyinF to see
coaches honored annuaily at the
Kroger-OVAC Banquet of Champi.
ons for leading their {eams to sue-
cess and henar,

We pay tribute to these coaches
from the T-L coverage area and
those with Eastern Ohie
backgrounds who directed their
teams to conference titles:

* Ty Fleming, Shadysida, Class 1-A
footbalt,

* Terry Depaw, Linsly, OVAC 2-A
football,

s Mike Young, 51, Clalrsviile, Class
2-A football.

* Adrlanne Burkhart, Skyvia, Class
A volleyhall,

LONGO

v Marie Shipley, Belfalra, Class
AAA volleyhe!l. . .

= Floyd Brunnar, Shadysida, Class
1-A goli,

+ Mike Longo, River, Class 3-A goii.
* Donna Joseph, Shadyside, Class
1-A, 2-A boys® cross couniry.

* Tor Griffith, Cadiz, Class $-A, 2-A
gleis' cross counlry,

s Dlanna Vargo, Wheeling Park,
Class 3-A, 4-A girls’ cross counley,

» Gane Ammirante, Batlaire, Class
3-A boys' bagketball,

+ Kim Traversa, St. John Cantral,
Closs A glris® basketball,

» Biave Loposkl, Unfon Local, Class
AA girls® basketball,

+ Gregy Bonar, Bellaire, Class AAA
girls® baskelball.

« Mike Donahue, St. Jahn Central,
Class 1-A wrastiing.

+ Joel Davis, Cadlz, Clasy 2.4
wrasiling.

+ Alck Link, Unlon Local, Class 3-A
wrastiing.

» John Kapolka, Shadyelda, Class
1-A boys' track, .
* Dave Plumby, Linsly, Class 2-A
boys® track, ;

¢ Bruce Slolz, Bellalre, Class 3-A
boys’ track.

* J, Fred Polinskl, Unlon Local,
Class AA soltball,

+ Dan Bults, S John Central, Cizes
1-A basabsll,

¢ Kan Woodlord, Cadiz, Class 2-A
baseball,

s Richard "“Lefly'* Hali, 51, Clalrs-
vitle, Cless 3-A basahell,

SHIPLEY
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