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Athletes From 37 Schools Vie At Civic Center 

GiantOVAC Wr~stling Tourn~ment: Opens 
By BILL VAN HORNE 

News-Register Sports Editor 
• After a colorful Olymph:--slyle opening ceremony. they ~et right down 

to business in the thirty-fourth annual Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
wrestling tournament tonight at the Wheeling Civic Center. - • 
• There will be eight mats used. in tonight's session and each or the two 

Friday sessions as the process or reducing a fi~d of over 480 hopefuls to 13 
tried and true individual champions moves along. 

The schedule calls for weigh-Ins from 4:30 to 5:30 this afternoon (13 
S;Cales are being used) and warm-ups from 5:35 to 6 p.m. ~t approximately 
tf:05, the procession of 37 teams into the arena, each marching behind its 
school colors, will begin. _ • • • . _ • . 
. : . The ceremonies will take nearly a half-hour, including the entry and 

e"xil of the mulU-coJored array of malmen, the nag-raislngs, the opening 
prayer by West Liberty State College Coach Vince Manseau, and '"Ibe Star 
Spangled Banner". performed by Dave Dayton, or John Marshall High. 

The on-deck call for the initial set o(·wresUers in the prelllmtnary 
round will go out at about 6:35. • • 

U tonight's action follows lhe usual paltem of opening-night combat 1n 
the giant tournament. there will be plenty or pins In preliminary bouts and 
rull first-round action as, due lo the seeding system, the most talented and 
ollen the most experienced grapplers entered will be pitted against the 
young. less talenled, and often inexperienced. 11tat. or course, is part of 
separaUng the wheat from the ·charr. 

However, In a sport ~ch as wrestling, last year's chaf[ turns out to be 
this year's wheal Athletes who were greenhorns on the mat a year ago will 
take to the arena Door with greater confidence. more seasoning and higher 
hopes. . . . - • 
., East Liverpool, which won its first OVAC wresOing tiUe last year, is 
expected to make a strong defense or its over-all and four-A championship. - • ' • 

Three-time ruler Steubenville Big Red looks like a legitimate threat in the 
"big school" class but it is entlrely ,possible that the four-A champion wUI 
not be the over-all winner. • . -• . • . 

A pair or powerhouse double•-A teams, Cadiz and Bridgeport, will 
welcome the opportunity to take on their big-school brethren. Cedb: has 
won 10 straight double-A divisional tiUes but DaYe LamoUe's Bulldogs may 
threaten the reign or John Stephenson's Cardinals. . • . 

Liverpool's chances have undoubtedly been hurt by the loss of Gary 
Ice, last year's OVAC 138-pound champion who ls ineligible! according to 
Coach Nick Trombetta. The Potters boasted tour individua tiUlsts In '86 
but only one or those is again available. That's Mark Emmerling, who w0n 
in the 98-pound class as a freshman last year and who ls defending at that 
welghl . . ... _ . · · • . . • 

- Other 1986 titilsts trylng lo achieve flit'ther honon are Brldgeprt"s 
unbeaten strong boy, Mike Vargo, who was both an OVAC and Ohio 
champion at 185 pounds last year, and cadlt's Paul Coffland, who has 
moved up rrom 13? to 155. . • • : - , 

Vargo, Emmerling, and Coffiand are top seeded at their respectlve 
weights, The other top seeds are Wheeling Park senior Chance Taylor, who 
sul!ered his only loss or last season at the OVAC tourney and who went on 
to become a state Uilist at 105 but who is a question mark for this event 
because of a head-neclt injury; Reed Case, Cadiz sophomore at 112· and a 
stale titlist at 98 pounds in 186; Ray Betteridge, East Liverpool sophomore 
at 119; Darren Delande, SL Clairsville senior at 126; BridgeportJunlor 
Dean Burk, at 132; Dunyasha Yells, of Steubenville, who ls compe ng at 
138 where he was·runnerup·tast year when a mere freshman· Vinnie 

• Monseau, 1986 W. Va. stale 138-~d kingpin now·at 145; Junior Rich 
Burlenskl, Bridgeport. at 167; juruor Dan Keenan, Steubenvllle, at 17Sj and 
John Marshall's unbeaten heavyweight, Alex Shook. 

In addition to Liverpool ~nd Cadiz, defending divisional team 

champions are Meadowbrook. in.triple-A, and Beallsville, in single-A. 
• cadiz, which won the over-all championship In 1981, has 10 wrestlers 
who are seeded In the top eight in their -.respective weight classes. 
Steubenville has nine~ Liverpool and Bridgeport eight each; Wheeling Park 
and Bellaire, seven aplecej Meadowbrook six. and SL Clairsville five. 

_The tourney will be a double-elimlnaUon event. for all wresUers . 
except those ousted in preliminary bouts, The second session whl be at f 
p.m, on Thursday, with quarter--finals at~ p.m. There wlll_be_consoJaUon 
boul$ at e~ery session except the first one. • . . . ·-· -_. . 

• The seml-fmals will be on Saturday afternoon. starting" at J p.m. The 
seventh-eighth place matches will be at 6 p.m. on Saturday, followed by 
special ceremonies_Uiat·will include a processional of the wrestlers who. 
will' vie that· night ror spots- in the top six in the 13 weight classes; 
presentation o! an array of special awal'O!l.i Introduction of the OVAC 1962 -. 
_champions who have returned for their ·reunion; and "The Star _Spangled 

. BannTh'; i~~=~Ci:~:t=f:'h,~0l:fi~~-~~-~/fu ~cl}~ 
weight class are slated to begin at 7 p.m. Saturday. Three mats will be 1n •• use - .• -· . -·--- • • • . . • • ~-· . -. -

• Ron Mauck, former Brooke High ~ch, is ·tournament manage·r, as be 
has been since the OVAC mat extravaganza was moved from SL- John's· 
Arena at SteubenviJJe to Wheeling in 1979. Bill Hinegardner, who coached 
four OVAC champion teams at John Marshall, is assistant tourney diredor. 

A total of 12 referees wiJl work tournament bouts. ••• : • - · • · 
_ Trophies and plaques for the . tourney have been provided by . 
McDonald's, through the generosity of Al "Le!ty" Di~ owner or four 
McDonald's Restaurants In the local area. • • • 

Single session admission is $4 for adults and $a for students but a book 
or Uckets good for all five ,sessions will be sold tonight for $12 (or adults and 
$5 for students. \ 


