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MR. JESSE OWENS 
TRACK IMMORTAL 

and 

MEMBER OF THE LINCOLN-MERCURY SPORTS PANEL 

Jesse Owens is considered by many sports experts to be the greatest track and 
field star in American history. 

He also has served as one of the nation's finest goodwill ambassadors and has 
devoted much of his life to helping underprivileged boys. 

Owen's life follows the classic pattern of the Amencan success story - an 
individual rising to the top through sheer ability and hard work. Born in rural 
Alabama in 1913, he broke 11 world track and field records during an illustrious 
athletic career and was chosen by President Eisenhower as his personal emissary to 
the 16th Olympaid in Melbourne, Australia, in 1956. In 1960. he was selected over 
immortals such as Jim Thorpe and Bobby Jones as the "Champion of the Century" 
by the country's sportsllVt"iters. 

Owens moved with his family to Cleveland, 0., as a small boy and started 
gaining national attention at age 13 when he became the first junior high school boy 
ever to clear six feet in the high jump and leap 22 feet in the broad jump. Four years 
later, at the National Inter-scholastic School Meet in Chicago, he ran the 100-yard 
dash in 9.4 seconds to equal the world record and set a world record of 20. 7 seconds 
in the 220-yard dash, A week earlier he recorded a 24-foot broad jump to set another 
world mark. His 100-yard dash stood as a schoolboy record for 34 years. 

He continued to rewrite the books at Ohio State University where, as a 
freshman, he toppled world records in the 60-meter and 60-yard dashes. In his 
sophomore year he put on one of the most fantastic exhibitions in athletic history 
when he shattered three world records and tied another in a single afternoon at a 
track meet at the University of Michigan. 

At the 1936 Olympic games in Bertin, Owens gained inrnrnational distinction 
by winning four gold medals in the 100-rneters, 200-meters. broad jump and running 
on the victorious relay team. Adolf Hitler created an international incident at the 
1936 Olympics when he refused to present the gold medals to Owens. 

Eleven years later, 1n the midst of a three-year tour with the Harlem 
Globetrotters, he returned to post-War Berlin and the site of the Olympics. More than 
75,000 people stood in tribute, applauding thunderously, when he jogged around the 
cinder track. 

In 1955, the US. St,;1te Department delegated Owens as American's 
"Ambassador of Sports" and dispatched him on a good will tOt.lr of the Far East, 
Wherever he went - New Delhi. Madras. Bombay, Singapore - crowds of 15,000 to 
.20,000 thronged the streets to greet the legendary American athlere. 

At a stop in Manlla, he received a good-natured challenge to a 100-yard dash 
from some members of the Philippines' Olympic team. He accepted and covered the 
distance in 9.7 seconds, leaving the young men far behind, He was 43 years old at the 
time 

Owens resides in Chicago where he is a partner in a public relations and market 
research firm. Ho is a board member and former director of the Chicago Boys Club 
and served five years as Sports Specialist for the Illinois Youth Commission One of 
his rna1or concerns is the Jesse Owens Educational Foundation which he established 
to help needy youngsters secure a proper education 

Owens and his wife, Ruth, have been married for 35 years and have three 
married daughters and five grandchildren. 

As a member of the Lincoln-Mercury ~,Jorts Panel, he joins Arnold Palmer. 
Dan Gurney, Bart Starr and others in various promotional and advertising activities. 

Mr. Jesse Owens 



- Menu -

Mixed Fruit Cup 

Swiss Steak 

Whipped Potatoes Succotash 

Tossed Green Salad and French Dressing 

Assorted Rolls and Butter 

Coffee and Tea 

Cherry Tarts 

'• 

- Program -

Welcome Address .............................. President Raymond Cook 

. 
Moment of Memorial Silence ........... For the late Joseph Closser 

Invocation 

Dinner 

and William Farmer, Past Presidents 

............ The Reverend John F. Streng 

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Music ........................... ., ........ Adena High School Choir 

Director Paul Molyneux 

Introductions of Master of Ceremonies ............ Raymond Cook 

Master of Ceremonies ........................... Dr. Perry,E. Greshman 

Bethany College President 

Introductions 

Main Speaker ................................................... Mr. Jesse Owens 

1 Sports Panel Member representing Lincoln Mercury 

1 Presentations of Awards 

Remarks 

Benediction ....... Reverend John F. ,Streng 



CONFERENCE GOALS 

1970-71 

1. Further study of re-classification of conference schools. 

2. Additional supplemental information for the OVAC bro­

chure. 

3. Broaden the scope of interest within our spring sports 

program. 

4. Additional assistance in our present scholarship program. 

5. Specific changes in the basketball format for officials and 

their ratings. 

6. Constantly strive for a more adequate communi~ation 

relationship with all officials and their organizations. 

7. A diversified program in sportsmanship with regard to better 

school relationships and spectator behavior. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO 

JESSE OWENS 

FROM 

Bellaire Relays 



CONFERENCE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

1969-70 

1. A basic format for wrestling within the conference and the 

classification of schools into two classes for dual meet 

championships during the regular schedule. 

2. Developed a strong interest rn the re-organization of an 

official's board for wrestling in the states of Ohio and West 

Virginia. This en.abling our schools to be better served with 

wrestling officials. 

3. The appointment of separate commissioners for Football 

and Basketball. 

4. Improving the Jr. High Track Program by having an Ohio 

Championship Meet and a West Virginia Championship Meet 

separately. 

5. Accepting the donorship of WSTV-TV for Class "A" 

Football. 

6. Working in conjunction with the Wheeling News Register for 

the OVAC "Coach of the Year" Award. 

7. Maintaining our standard scholarship progrdm by having 

individual school participation. 

8. The addition of arnmendments to the constitution, and the 

re-evaluation of its present structure. 
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4.sports ,111ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 
27 EFAW AVENUE 

":LAIRSVILLE. OHIO 43950 

PHONE 695-037: 

AREA CODE 614 

By BILL VAN HORNE 
News-Reglater Spotla.l!ldJtor 

Je1111e Owerul, the 1936 Olympic hero who ha.I beamtte a 
legend in hil own time, hu written a book. . 

. Owens, who haa known the 1lory of being- a. 1pot\a .Ja,:;1: 
but baa al10 faced up to the ba.rrler of n.<!i&l .P~il\ce, 
·does not mince worda.'Hla book la called "~'/J,1111 
In it Je11e takes & stand &g&lnat black ntlliWll)y, t-ltlcll hl!, 
·feels i11 & vengeful force tha.t simply will UOti\'ork, • 

Harry Edwards, the firebr&nd who. led. ~.attbln~ 
boycott of the 1968 Olympic pm.e11, c&lll(l 1),r~' '1'1f1~P: 
licking Uncle Tom." That kind of an inllult ~ cotti\5letely 
unfa.ir to the Ohio State Ulilveniity prbilllct who ·wlm; .four 1 

;_gold medal,, &t the Olymplca in Berlin and who, by hill 
conqueste, completely shattered Adolph H;itler's theory of 
. white auprem&cy - &nd did it u a. convincing answer to 
the snub of the Germ&n dlct&tor, who aroae from. hill hex 
&t the Olympic St&dlum in Berlin and wallt&d out u 
Owens m&de hla &ppea.r&nce &t the bro&d jump ptt. 

Jesse Oweru, ls now 57 y.,._rs old. lits lit6 iau not 
been &I! peaches &nd cre&m. Son of'an Al&l>&irui.~ 
cropper who e&me to Cleveland to "6C&JH'· tbe 1pt,re•• 
~Ive poverty or the South, he first ca.me to prollililence 
while runnlnr; for Cleveland Ea.st Teclt High Scbool, 
lJe went on to become Amerle&'s most celebrated 
tr&ek hero bot he has also known the depthll of clepres­
Jilon, 

Owens, who will speak at the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference b&nquet on Thursday night of ne,i:t week &t 
Og)ebay, &dmita th&t there &re times when the (&et that he 
has been & Negro baa put him through "pure hell." He 
kn11W• what it i& to· be despised simply beca.uae of hl1 
ekin color. But he bu also lived to Bee one of his da.ugh­
te,.,, crowned homecoming queen &t hi& beloved Ohio S~e 
ll!ld, on that occulon, I can recall that the ova.Uon Jlllid to 
Jesse was the il"'a.test tha.t I ,have ever hea.rd 1n Ohio/ 
Stadium. I 

. Owen• does not excUBe his own mistakes. He wu In ' 
trouble once with the government over income \l!Jt ma.t~ra 
and he m&kea no attempt to duck the laaue. 1 

Jesae, whose view• &re also st&ted In the May l11ue ot ; 
Re&der'• Digest, !1 oppoaed to "bla.ckthlnk," which he de- • 
tines aa "pro-Negro, anti-white bigotry," He feels that 
bhlck milltants represent only & small aei:ment of the Ne- • 
gro popul&tlon of Amerlq& &nd rega.rda mo■t of the bl&ek I 
naUonali•ts 8JI con men. l 

"The bl&ck mlllta.nts or tod&y, often t&lklng from 
Integrated high-rises, rest&or&nts &nd nn!verslt!es, 
don't know wha.t it Is to be re&lly shot out, &!I we were 
In our Oakville•," s&ys the tr&ck immortal. He &e• 
knowledges tha.t hie.ck• may h&ve to llght harder to 
make equ,ility work bot !nsl,;ls th&t Ame.rle&n Negroes 
have made tremendous progre!§l!S. "What we need hi 
•elf-control, true assertiveness and long-range plllJ!• 
nlng," he writes. 

fl~,,/.,_ ,l?,J'eNtld 
~JI 

}1plli( JD~ 11'?0 - -
FiN .. C, ~1t.K 

J3, 1/ 1 l'~"'f. 
0'4 

Th 'ttory i,f'.Jeoe' Qwelll'efi IL ~..,i!Atc~OD&l 
¢.+.~ ... 'i:on.· •·.t·e·n,d··· ~ that •.'b&cktlih•II;,' .• if .•. ~ .. '.' \lia.tbratn·. -
,,.,, . ,; Jhllilyib.thla~eiof<> deq ••• tM,p!MtJw;thay 
-h&t.l B.!lw~ly ~: 1Jllr, llta.blii' l! . , l:i\'IG ''lililp'l>rlbg ·mt ~le ~Ji;. ti> $.llllmm • ' • • . liY' ~g 
th • "1>lackthliik" t!i# allenatel aomt, ~ fi'aln, the 9i~, ,,,, ·•••. • • • . .. ..... ~ C 

"°f;4,14~11ii Qie)~"""I h&teni," lie aa.y,,, '.'Itil1e 
?{ej/1'9:d~n•tau~~.~ Amelioa, it'll!•.~ he 
. 1iU1,ffl'(~:w !a.IL'' . . . . • 

• ;,i:,\,e~ 160.tlcl<eta tQ JI!'# Tit~.• ~et. fea.turing 
O\\!i,iJs ~. Well u ilie UDQIUI • • • • !if ~ ('.JVAC '"eoach 
ot lt1te yw,i• ,J,nd, :inhtta!i ,l<lhola.rillml a;,w~ and 1>ther 
.P~~1;1qi\s,.haV~~.1•l>oei! 4 ~ ltyot1'd'llke to 
~. ~ ~ ?,(lm:i{er at l!!t. Clamvlllii, 'l'hare la 
,evm<•l~trqntli!i1r~to beolie of tlle ~•llOr!B 
bu\qu .. !!111 .. ,.,:Ana the !adW aid yoUJ\~ tm ni.911t.cwe1. 
<l9~" -tq itUnlt 

'ln~1• Ow.etu1 u.<i ~pe&k1 ~Jlit..~ Ohio ,U)l!­
v .. il.\tY'• anntt-.1. G~n &!Id White Ol\111 ~u•t; w,h .. re 
-S~ubenvUle ll!rh fi>otbalf eoalih Abe J;leyaii ii.lid '.¥arlllla 
FertY product \)llff ~~~. now Bolkiat un .. cc,ach, 
Y;'i' he )!Qp.~.. ~ Q.tl~g- alllJlillli. T<>morrow Jease 
m<ivea OD tq O!>l~W.: ~ will ildd!'IIIIB 1M banquet &t 1M 

•· Ohio football il6i.ol)eif cllnth. 
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r;;: Track Immortal Owens 
, 4 OVAC'sBanquetSpeaker 

••••••••••• 
Considered by many A/l the 

greale$t traclt and field star ln 

0 Amm:lcan lll$lor:Y the lmmorta1 0 H I Jme OWt!DI w1111,.; the heildllna 
•~ for .(ha 21th annual 

S. A. MUMI 8Plir!I. Awatdt lluquet o{ the 
EX EC SEC Ohl<, y~ Athl,;Oc Coolerence 

• an '!1m31iay, Nay 7, 
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TM. b. ~ one of the top. i,o. 
cla1 h!ahlJ&hl& on the valley 
8J)Orll BCellll, wm be at Glessner 
Alldllorlum al Oglebay Park, 
atartlng at 7 p.m. 

Sam A. Mumley, Sr., OVAC 
cncuuve """retary, said the 
evem la open lo the g-1 pub­
lic, ln addllk>~ to m:hool officials 
and cotclies. Rellervatlons will 
be l1ml!ed to 600 pt!l'$OIIS. Tho 
ladles lra welcomo. 

Tlcb!u. are $S per penl()II alld 
ma)' be ~ by calling 
Mumley af M.«rn or by ,iril­
~ m Ef•w Ave., st. Clalu-

°"1el>II, • ravorite with roung 
and aid alllte, bas devoted much 
of hi. .life to belplnc llllder­
prlvlleged boy$, 

JESSlll OWENS 
, , , O\'AC b11tq~el •ll"•lrer 

Bil !He .follows the classic pat­
~ ol lhe Alllerlcan ~ 
stocy - au lndMdual rlalng to 
the top throu3b ~ ability and 
hard wori;; Boru :In rural Ala­
bama la 1913, he brob 11 world 
I.rack and field reeordl during 
an IUuatrlotJs athletk; - and 
wu choeen b1 Prmdeill Eisen­
hower as his pen(Jllll l!!llisltrY 
to the tilth Olympllld in M.t. 
bourno, Alatralla, In 11158. 111 
1000. he was Jelected. Offi" lm­
morta~ 8'lcb as J1m Thorpe and tcred three 1"0rld records and, legendary Americru, Athlel<l', 
Bobby Jones u the "Champion Ul!d another in a &Ingle alte;-, At a stop in Manila, he re­
of the Century" by tlMI country'• noon at a track meet with the· ceived a good-natured cball,mge 
sportswriters. University of Michigan, • lo a 100.yard dub from SOl)'le 

Owens moved Trilh hi!: family . • members of I.he PbiliW~ 
to CleVlllatld as a SMAIi boy and . At fbe 1936 _Olympies in Ber- Olympic Team. lie accepted and 
started gaining t>atlo!lat te<:ognl• Im, Owens gamed mterruulonal covered the disl;ance in 9.7 sec• 
Uon at age n whoa be became' dl&tlnchon by winning four gold onds, leaving the young men be­
tho fl!'!! junior high JSQbool boy'medals in lhe 100-roeters 200- hiod. He was 43 years old al the 
to clear six feet In tile. 111gb jump melers borad jump and ru'nmng time. 
and leap 22 teet In tbe broad .' Owens rerudcs in Chicago and 
jump. Four yoaN ltter, at the on • ,~torlous rel•1 te~m, lhus is owner of a public relatioos 
National InletlcboluUc SCbool StnAllhing Adolph lltUer s theory and market r"'5earcb [[rm, fl• ~ 
Meet in Cblcago, be ran the !\Kl of Aryru, supremacy. a board mt'fflber and former dl­
yd. dru,h in M aecr, lo equal the Eleven Y•lll'5 later, in midst or rector of the Chicago Boy• Cwb 
world record and .et a world. a three-year lour with the Bar• and served {[ve years as sports 
standard of 20,7 sees. in the 220 lem GlobetroUors, he returned speciali.,t for Ute Illinois Youth 
yard dash. A week earlier, be:lo post,war Bertin and tho stte Commission. One of his major 
recorded a 24-IOQt broad jump lo: of !he Olympics. More than 75,· concern., is the Jesse Owen., 
set another world mark. His 11)1). io:J(} people stood in tribute, op- Educational Foundation whkh 
yard dash stood u a schoolboyipiauding thunderously, when he he establish,,d to help 11eedy 
record for 34 years. i joggod arowid the cinder track. youngsters seeurc a proper edu, 

Ile continu«I lo n>wtite thlt I In 1955, the U.S. Stale Depart- cation. Ile is also a member of 
books at Ohio Slate Unlvcrslly lment delegated Owens as Amer- Ute Lincoln ttercury Sports 
where, as • frosbn!an, h• topped' lea's Ambassador o( Sports and PQlll'l. 
world record, In the !IO-moter •dispatched him on a goodwill Jesse and l11s w1fo, Ruth, have· 
and 60 yar4 dashes, In ha soph-ltour of the F'ar East. Wherev,ir been married for nearly -IO 
omoro year, be put ODIi o{ lhe,he "·cnt - Now Delhi, Marlrl<l, years and bave three married 
most . fan!Aslic cxhlblllons in Bombay, Singapore - crowds d au g h le rs and five grand­
athletic history when he •hal-'throngcd the slrects lo greet the children. 

---------
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OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 
5. A. MUMLEY, SR. 
EXEC. SECRETARY 

227 EFAW AVENUE 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OHIO 43950 

PHONE 695-0372 
AREA CODE 614 

LI?~ Spe1NJ D~.NN~I! 

o,,. Gr.e·•iho:m: fo.\Emcee 
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.... •A···.· ·c·· ····.· ·s•·· .: •.····· ... · •· · ·1·; · -- ·· • ·· • ·· ·· •·· ·· ·t··, 
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. . 
. !Ir, .?~ .. !J .. ~. ~- -Valli!y .A!bllltie ~ ~"'l'l!t llhrilitillA ·~ .mi 

.t1,irt ti( :illllml1>1 ~- "1lll •S\lnllll AWd a.,;que1 "' . ll\\ 'l!M -. 1iW1ilm 111 •~ ... 
""-""' a ~ lit tlH. 1\md !rt ~t Mdltllri®I Qg, Utl!lot. • , li\dµdllfli tlllll u ~t 
~ • ~ 3l!l1Wll ·.Qblo lllhl,r Pm, •tll! ~. )ill!Jt ti,~m.Wu,tnal.a!>ii•IMi,-

7. ···.... .. .·. .. - ~k!M- -~~ 
Ji, A, ~ Sr,, OVM! - •l!Ji, 1lh!llli4 Sig, ~ tlti• 

Nll~ ~, ~ the adcl!• !Altl, ~ llll<t Wl~!tO, 
.Utii, -Of l)r, G"'"'- II), ·lllo ·pn;-, ~ bl! ®'111 •~M 
:gtalll, ~ lril! /j,~~ l~ .,.. !f$t 'fl!lh Ule Altbor's ·~qj, 
ln'lnlor!al J_, Ow~ 11.Jll'JII" ft~> ~- RoJB1 S<ffl. 
e:ipel ll!"iJlli,r, brm@I', ~ WAI, 1()1111, Ill G~. S<.-oilnnd; 
(.,.. 11\eO ol mtldl do;tindi<!~ th,iviil\lity ($!II .<ii New York, 
lllld g,,,al ;;peakllll! ab1Ul1 and •~ Clili! of l' i tt ,r. 

A nllllve <:"'lil""'lan, Dr G~$· hilrllll 
hem !Ill' lnlll!Y Y•att ,,rved 0$ ' 
~r (or tho ,i~m,- K!!w••n,d-al books 
iblued ·Ohio van.ir cnildles 8tn, "'111, »lm!g wfth 1'11· Wlict, -~'" 
.qoo! and ba speaking •~ C • - Ill« W(!ril,; {,) ~ l'l0\1 
1111d Wit 1",1'<! made him a l•vot• ubill.t w..- Vl11i,1-1, "M • & 11 t Y 
iti, with lb. area ~• and M~ Lluld. 
1'<lromi!ll'l!Q)lll ' (W, ·GtaUllln !)IIJ l'l!l'1il•ro aueh 

Ill$ •rgr;,dui!le d~; wer,, ~ Ill! llwi ·~ roonda, 
1ip<!fl! at 're.as ChrUl,an Uni\11lt• lioo IAallerfllll, Jllsqrn, for puh-
8Uv ~ ,.,.,,,,,•'!'l hu m&lcn< .i Ile wvice 111 ~on 1n 19"3 
!I!; UniV<r••l' of Cbm1gn and Wffl V~ ~!" •• of • lh<, 
hio dodnrat• at C-Ohlrnbta llm, Yot ll.1%1'<1 m 111611 and lw l>oon 
,.....iiy ~ i;l;t 1¢1& QI 1'on<>r•l"JI 

1)11,. PERI\\' F,, GRE$11,\M Or Gregh;jm, -.'ho """ rocoi¥, cllw!r> m 1-i< All!(CS, 
• ed ,e.1~ hoooruy docwrate de, Mllml11t Mid final •rran~­

' j/l'<!O$ from varloos Amerkan uu ~· m 1"11~ made for I.be 
, venitie•, b<:t!•• b,. pro1... dinner 1fflillh· "' Cll><cied lo 
rorllblp 11. TCl.i and he tawr ~ - 00(1 1)1:rion,. Tho 
tllllglj\ at the \Jniverslti.. QI <llnlll!r ia *" 1l) Ille puh4r a1ld 
WA!llil1g1Jl<> al!Q Miclt!Blfl- •~ m.,y bo (lOt,tln,d by caU• 

• He h.,, ffll"11cd .. pa,<tor n! mg ~ lit flQl nm 

~ .£E -ib_d,1t_ f3e;-f 
- ;w 



S. A. MU:tv 
Secre1 

AT THURSDAY BANQ!Dl&W , 

Ex Off'' ' . ·•, ' lb ff·.·' i ; ., " ,~;~ :tt:1 . • . 1c1a, ·~! 
1

} ••• ,a,:,r~,t!~~ 
J ' ' ' '' '' ••• ' 'lf{(f.Y.i ii Slated for ·OVA1Lt!1/r , • • ', , ,.-., "'"'""''' ,_, ·i,•;X:'.': 

227 Efa~ 
St. Clairsl 

~3 
' Two men who have made c<m- will be !lie prlhcil!~ PHONE:' ;, fributlaru, tQ Ohio Valley Alblet., tbe Jete ~• Be!\!, ., Jes through officiating, Walter president Dt, p,et, .. Heil and DQ!llUd Hamill, will be will be tQasbil'.rui~ ,, presented speclal' awards at tbe RaymoruLl::Jook,', ·, ' Ohio Valley Atbletrc Conference ))erlntendent (jf; C ,,. d l n n e r tneetlhg at 'O glebay Scl!ooll! 1Uld 0\'hii: 

'

;,: Park's Glessner Auditorium on will make tbe .pr4S. l • • :Thursday night. • Hamill and' Hell( ·r 
1 ' Hamlll, a Weirton resident, those two fb!'ilfer t : ~ will he honored for 40 years of dents, Roy '.I'~ 

! servi. ce tQ atbl. etics. 1h tbe Upper Reme... oar ..•.. ·• ·.·.•·.··. • 
Ohio Valley and for his work as Robert iPafiliis" executive setretsry to tbe West Glal!e,.!Wlaam Vlrg!nJa -Ohio Board of Basket- basketball, tl!Q_ ball and Fdolball Officials. Hell, ville, Warriilit,( now at Yorkville, w!U M cit¢d YoJ!kvilre Wt ! for 36 yeara of offlclatlrtg and of Sheltoll 'AliVI!!' i: for his work Rll'commlssloner of present ilpp~Qpl'll!f~·. ': football and .basketball offlcialll ship pennantil ;!.ij• ,·t:J,\l!' : in tbe OVAC. He recently re- • echools, . • .. ; 

!

··. tired from tbe conunlssloner's The OV. AC ·.wres!llh. •i.· '.'·.·'tr.••.'. po.st. . will he preseilte«lj :let ~~ : · Track immortal Jesse Ownes Central by :Sett, Rixlri&li~ i 
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Two-Way Street • 
1n Athletics -- Owens 

By DOUG HUFF 

Associate Sports Editor 

OVAC officials, Owens noted shouldn't cut the educational When quizzed on comparison grew up. "The happiest day of 

that the college recruiting pro- standards. All recruits, black or of today's athletes with those in my life was when I returned 

cess is a "two-way street." white, should be placed in a de- his era, he answered: from the Olympics and gave my 

~e Owens f "J:l1cn-s: the The famed hero of the 1936 gree-leading curricufwn which "We had the best equipment, father $1,000 to pay off a $814 

imm~~ ;.':,l;. ~ n:id a':ii:~ Olympic Games in M~, Ger- would end in fonr or five years." tracks and facilities of our day debt he owed to a group called 

believes today's concept of aroa• many, dnoted ~! con,:,uld~ OWens explained his hack- but today's are much more ad- Associated Charities. He never 

teur ~h!eti~ ;;may be doing a :or:ndos~~ chec~ed~' in their ground to the small gathering, vanced. There was not as much walked. any prouder when he 

great mJustice to our youth. dealings with schoolboy pros- which pumped questions to him. competition then and today's knew his debt was cleared." 

Speak!ng at a press confer- pects. ."I didn't attend college (Ohio athletes are. much more coach- Concerning separation of 

ence pnor to Thursday rught's Concerning the dissent of sev- State) on scholarship but was able, bigeer, stronger, agile and b 1 a ck and white America, 

annual OV AC Spring Sports era! Negro athletes on campuses given a job and drove an eleva- competitive. Today's coaches Owens denoted that he believed 

Awards banquet at Oglebay in the last few years, Owens tor eight hours a night. At the are skilled in many educational the two had "to work together 

Park, OWens declared that to- said he believed "they are no time, I was married, and this facets and track, like other The greatest influence on m, 

day's athletic system tends to different fron any others. They job paid for my family responsi• sports, has become more spe- life was my Irish junior higt 

"give too many free rides and is shauld receive no more or no billties fees room &. board cializ.ed." coach. He was a confidant and ;: 

taking away the youth's in• less. ''But," he emphasized, "if boOks, ~tc. T~ay, it's somewhat Owens explained his back• believer,'' 

centive." these athletes can't cut the cot. different for college-bound ath- ground of "the other side of the There were many believers a 

Explaining to news media and 1 e g e mustard, the colleges letes.'' ____ tracksn in Cleveland where he the press confer~n~e__,_~t~-
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By BILL YAN HORNE 
News-Reglster Sports Editor 

The word "immortal" is not one to be bandied about 
carelessly. But on Jesse Owens it is a perfect fit. He wears 
it well. • 

Our nation's foremost track and field sla,r of ell time, 
' 

this remarkable black man, who once shattered Adolph 
Hitler's theory of Aryan supremacy and literally kicked••• 
cinders in Der Fuehrer'• face, oame to Wheeling yeater. 
day. He was accorded the honors befitting a hero - in­
cluding three standing ovations at the Ohio Valley Athl~clf ~ 
Conference spring dinner meeting last night at GleuI!er 
Auditorium. 

Once the world's fastest human, Oweas Is uow out 
of step with those of his race who preach the llreell •~f 
violence and hate. He has been to the top of the. moun-
tain. He has also known the depths of despair but he 
refuses to side with the extremists. In his opinion, to 
do so would be a eop-out. 

Jesse doesn't think black is beautiful; nor that white la 
beautiful, for, as he says in his newly-publlahed book, 
~

1skin---deep is never beautiful." Bllt the son of an Afal>ama 
sharecropper - a great-grandson of slaves - Is convinced 
the Negro can make It In America today. 

When you tune In your television set tb towg!it1a N)3A 
championship gs.me between the Ls.kero andXnleka, yuu•n 
see more black than white. And Owens doesn't J>e!iev~ that 
this in any way can be defined iu "W<im!SJJL" Today 

JESSE OWENS SPEAKS AT OVAC BANQUET 

E 
5\ 

black, are finding a niche In sports, the entertalnm, 
business, industry, and the professions. Chances are ti 
few of them had a less promising start in life than Jei 

Owens, who once was so sickly that he came down w 
pneumonia every winter and might never have attair 
the heights of greatness but for the understanding a 
guidance of the first white friend he ever had, Char 
Riley, a bespectacled Cleveland school teacher who !!1 
sparked his interest in track. And did it at a time ti 
Jesse admits that he looked more like a malnutrition cs 
than a potential track champion. 

When Owens went from Cleveland East Tech Wgl 
School to Ohio Slate University, he had never heard oi 
an athietlc scholarship. He accepted the chance to go 
to Ohio Slate becam•a the people there got him a jo~ 
opera!ing an elevator - eight hours a night. Tha.t en! 
abled him to pay his board, room and fees and to keep 
a. wife, Furthermore. his father n·as found employ. 
ment with the state. 

Owens catapulted to lame in 1935 at Ann Arbor, Micl 
with an unprecedented feat when he established tlu 
world's records and tied another in a single day. St 
sequently, he went to Berlin and won lour gold medals 
the 1936 Olympics. And though Hltle' was the Olym1 
Stadium every day, he never once shook hands with tl 
lithe Ohioan who set the track world on its collective eE 

And by ignoring him, the German dictator actually me, 
Owens more of a legend and more of a symbol than any 
Jesse's record-breaking feats could have done. 

Jesse's world records stood for many, many years b 
by now all have been surpassed. Yet one wonders wl 
this superb athlete might have done on the all-weatll 
tracks and working under the vastly-superior coachll 
and conditioning methods prevalent today. Rememb 
that Owens didn't even have starting blocks. He s!mp 
dug holes in the cinders at the startling line for his spll< 
to fit into. ' 

"The competition Is better today," he pointed out 
.resterday as he sat In a. press conference at Oglebay. 
Smoking a pipe, he said quietly, uThe athletes am 
bigger and stronger. Thei• are dedicated and they are 
able to make better use of leverag•.! and physfcs." 

When Owens was wearing U.S. colors in internation 
competition, the athletes received $1 a week. In the 19 
Olympics at Mexico City, they were given $2 a dllY, 
addition to having their expenses paid, 

But if some people have it easier today than he did 
his youth, there is no resentment in Jesse's heart. In fa, 
he believes there's a lot of value in doing things the ha 
way, He is somewhat concerned that the athletic grant-i 
aid, as now constituted, sometimes spoils boys because 
gives them a false con.cept. It may take them from t 
doo!'slep of poverty to a better life with "no time f 
values to be set. 11 

Jesse feels that Ir there is an injustice being done 
amateur athletes, regardless of color, it is in taking 
them into an educatl,,nal instltullon, cashing in on 
their <tblllty, and not sufllcl•enlly 1ireparing them for 
their life in the years after college. "They have to 
learn t-o earn," he observes, "The obligation doesn't 
end for either the athMe or the school with the signing 
of the tender." 

Now in public relations and associated with such flm 
as Ford, Atlantic Richfield, U. S. Rubber, and the Ame' 
can Baseball League, tlie Ohio State product makes son 
1'10 speaking engagements a year. Nearing 57 years 
age he is obviously still in excellent condition, He worl 
r,ut al least three times a week al a Chicago 'jY" when l 

(Continued On Page 19) 
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Conference Track Champs Honored 
Scliools which won Ohio Valley Conference track and field champloasllip!i lut Saturday· 

offlclaUy received their trophies at the OVAC dinner meeting last nlgbt, From left ta rlgilt a,r& . 

Coach Jack Berger, of Shadyside, with the doable-A award: Coach Bob Bartan, of Paden (;lty, 

RECIPlENT of the Ohio Valley 
I 
ts completing his frcflihman year , Oeld High and a member 11£ the 

AillleUc Confc-rcni..'e scholarship at West Virginia University. It I OVAC executive boatcl1 •' the 
award for $"-50 ls Rl"h Welskir• i was presented by Bob Butts, I annual 1priag awards banquet. 
cber, left, of Martins FC'rry, who head football coach at Woods. ' 
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'In OVAC Awards Presentations Fete 

Lazasz Is Coach of Year; 
Van Dyne, Novel Honored 

Henry Lazasz, who climaxed Perry Gresham, they stood en of faster men who are • ~ 
13 years of coaching at his alma masse and applauded Owens. As clined to work with one llll/ltber. t 

le th• t b 1 d the applause continued, on and "So lt UI " he cOlltfnlie4 "la 
ma r 1s pas season Y ea • Owens solemnly removed bis ' . • • --
ing Warren Consolidated High :1~sses and brushed across his the world of good oitlzenohlp 
School through 22 straight bas• eyes. where the baton of life Is ~Vet 
ketball victories, was named Spicing his talk with track and more Important." .. 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference field phrases, Owens recalled Owens was no! all ,dead)y 

I 
coach of the year Wednesday at how he first gained his ambition serious however. He ga~.Jl&Yer' 
the loop's annual spr1~g banquet to be a thinclad luminary by lis- al tongue in cheek rehire"""" to 
at Glessner Aud1tormm, Ogle- tening, as a youth of 13 m. Cleve- fit! but said h .;.,.,_~-0., bay Park. land junior high, to Charlie Pad- er 8 --., "' 

: Jl was also revealed that the dock, billed several years before DQt know hlmaelf ;lu8t what w,lit 
, student -athlete scholarsltlps of as the "world's fastest human." on during the ·Olymplca ,olle,ll 
the Pipe Coupling and Morris And he said that he remem• the dictalol' was ·..i.I· .JG ,Jilm!, 
Plan were giv_en to. Bruce V~n bered Paddock as well as all snubbed Owens, !be DOIi-'~~ 
Dyne al Wheeling High and Tim those other men who had helped "Actually,, he· "-""'®MIi 
Novel of John Marshall, Both him as he stood in the blocks at . ' 8""'ffl""' . •. •. 

: awards traditionally have been the start of the Olympic JOO me- machine -gun :fashloht •~. ~ 
for $500 but last night it was an- ter dash and reviewed what had went over there to 1'1114, 4jjpd: 
nounced that the Picoma award happened to him. He said that run we did .. . and w •had~II 
h~d b~n upped to $750, bel(ln• 1 ____________ 1fun. . . ood we won. •""!c'if/m 
mng W1th Van Dyne, a football . , •~ . . 
letterman, president of the Na- OWENS STORY here Ill Wbee1lng ~,i,,i,qil 
tional Honor Society and 11th Read story on Jesse Owens where be (Hitler) .ls IHI ~ 
scholastically in a class o_f 256. on page 26• Jar concern of mine." 
Novel, also a fine scholar, L'l one1------------1 He told of Hitletl!s ~!!Mt 
of the stars of the John Marshall eight years or more of bard for astrologers and baw:~,;llc­
track team and also starred in training and devotion were past talor would ask them ·lhl!lt ad­
football and basketball. and would all be reviewed in the vice on every matmr fncli!dlng • 

A packed throng of over 500 next ID seconds. the best ways tn ~ tile war 
coaches, aHm1mstrators, athlet- There can be no playing down and even whether be ~ sur, 
e(, Jind b't!~inl!:n 1~:lftfri~r~~ o I the accomplishment.s of vive the collflict. When told he 
;ay t~ibute to the various honor- Owens, the man who won four would not live to oee tbo fllliil 
ees and to hear Jesse Owens, Olymp!C gold medals despite the end of battle, he .. loed oae ot 

, Ohio State and Olympic track snubs of Adolph Hitler, but the them when h~ ~ die and the 
immortal who has been extolled highly lucid Owens plared down astrploger said it woUld be on a 
the world over as one of the the part of the md1v1dual, no Jewish Holiday. When_ he P'!I'· 

, most dramatic speakers in the mat.ter how great, m com~ s1~ed as to the exact elite_ of ·the 
! co1_1ntry on good citizenship and panson ~o a team effort. ~all.day, the astyologtr· replied~ 
tlte American way of life. He said that a group of 10.2 Any day you die will be !mown 

, n-wens did not let the audience sprinters, working dedicate!1 _to- as a Jewish holiday.H 
down nor did the fans let gether as a team and practicmg Trophies were awarded to the 
him forget il. Perhaps the fans day after day, week after week, OVAC basketball c1tampi0111 -
thrmselves set the tempo for his actually - by the smoothness of Steubenville Class AAA• Wa.r­
speech when, upon being in- their exch~nge and teamwork - ren Consoliilil.ted, Class AA,; ana­
trotiuced by Bethany prexy Dr. actuall~• t,r~umph ave~ .. a quartet Yorkville, Class A; t:rack. c~-

' 

I '. ~~ /1,/ µ ~t', /,H __ , J';~_,. 
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In addition, special honors pions - Steubenville CililJI! 
were paid to tw~ men who have AAA; Shadyside, Class A.A; an::l 
made contributions to valley Beallsville Olass A; wrestling 
athletics through officiating - Wheeling 'eentral; and swim'. 
Waller Hell, retired commis- ming Llnsly Military Institute 
sioner of conference football and the l~lter being the Winner In 
basketball off1c1als, and Don the water sport (or the twenty • 
Harn11l, executive secretary to fourth successive year. 
the West Virginia -Ohio Board of 
Basketball and Football Offi-
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cials. 
Raymond Cook, assistant Su­

perintendent of Brld.;eport 
sctiools and lhe OVAC president, 
made the presentations to Itam­
iU and Heil, as well as to two 
former OVAC pre,idenLs. 

A short musical program was 
presented by the 52-voice Adena 

()7 »o'--' J 
Jidr 

High concert choir1 directed by 
lf'aul 1folyneux. 
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Lazasz N a,ned 'Coach of Year' 
"Coach of the Year" In the Ohio Valley Athletic Confere"ce is Henry "Habk" Laz:au:, 

whose Warren Consolidated ffigh basketball team from Tiltonsville won 22 straight games dur­
ing the past season. Here Lazasz, at left, receives the Wheeling News-Register "Coach of the 
YC'ar" trophy from Bill Van Horne, News-Register sports editor, at the OVAC banquet. The 
Ramblers were OVAC double-A champions, Eastern Ohio Athletic League Utlists and took sec• 
tlonal and district tourney honors. This I is Lazasz's thirteenth year as basketball boss at ,his 
home-town high school. (N-R Photo by Muhleman) 
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