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Shenandoah defeats Union Local in volleyball 
By MIKE HUGHES 
For The Intelligencer 

MORRISTOWN - Shenan­
doah entered Saturday's OVAC 
Class 3A volleyball final with a 
spotless 22-0 record. 

During that stretch. only two 
teams managed to earn a set one 
earlier in the season. 

Saturday. the Zeps were on 
a mission. avenging 2022's 
OV AC 3A finale loss with a 
25-23. 25-14. 25-19 sweep. 

The two team's previous duel 
in the 2022 final was a back­
and-forth battle that stretched 
into the fifth set. Saturday start­
ed off in a similar fashion as 
Shenandoah fought for every 
point. winning 25-23 in the 
first. 

But as kills mounted and 
small cracks in the UL defense 
started to manifest. it became 
clear the Zeps were not enter­
taining any thoughts about an 
upset. 

as 1 0 in the second set when an 
attack error sent a ball long and 
gave the designated home team 
a 21-11 advantage. 

Another error allowed the 
Zeps to take the second set 25-
14. 

UL wasn't giving the cham­
pionship trophy away, however. 
and battled even to 12-12 be­
fore senior Mya Leach started 
to take over. 

Leach successfully hit 
through a block to go up I 3-12, 
followed by a well-placed drop 
shot for a 14-12 reading. 

Not to be outdone. Brenna 
Leach twice registered kills hit­
ting off the block soon after. 

Fittingly, that's exactly how 
Mya Leach ended the match at 
25-19. hitting off a block for 
the final point. 

.. We couldn't seal our blocks 
and push it back over for some 
reason:· Sechrest said. 

- -· 

"We got down and started 
making little mistakes and it 
took us out of our game." Union 
Local ( I 8-4) head coach Kaye 
Sechrest noted after the match. 

The Zeps got up by as many 

The elder Leach finished 
with a match-high I 7 kills to go 
with seven digs and five assists. 
Brenna Leach backed her with 
eight kills. as did senior Brylee 
May as the trio held sway at the 
net. 

See UNION, Page B2 

Photo by MIKE HUGHES 
UNION LOCAL'S Olivia Wortman (1 S) and Laken Vinskovich (22) go for a block at the net against 
the Shenandoah Zeps on Saturday. 

OVCCL championship 

Pll()to provided 
RIVER'S MARA Beard speeds along the race path during the OVCCL Championships at Buckeye Local on Saturday. Beard 
finished first in the girls race, finishing in 18:40.29. Martins Ferry claimed the gold in the girls race, followed by Barnesville and 
Shadyside. Shadyside's Chloe Meholovitch, Edison's Josie Lesnansky, River's Mallory Brake and Barnesville's Marah Bethel 
rounded out the top five. ln the boys race, St. Clairsville took first, Linsly second and Bellaire third. The Red Devils' Ben Shields 
placed first, Caleb Bryniarski placed third, and Tyler Harris placed fourth. Barnesville's Conner Star placed second and Linsly's 
Jakob Schmidt-Weigand placed fifth. 

Ohio State delivers 41-7 blowout to Purdue 
WEST LAF A YEITE. Ind. 

(AP) - Ohio State running 
back Dalian Hayden spent five 
games preparing for an oppor­
tunity that never came. 

When he got his chance Sat­
urday, he was ready. 

On a day Kyle McCord 
~~re~ three to~c~do~n p~sses. 

Browns 
stun 
49ers 
19-17 

CLEVELAND (AP) 
From dominant to defeated 
in less than a week. The San 
Francisco 49ers were reminded 
there are no perfect teams or 
givens in the NFL. 

Brock Purdy suffered his first 
loss as a starter and the Niners 
had their regular-season win­
ning streak stopped at· 1 5 when 
rookie kicker Jake Moody 
missed a 41-yard field goal 
with six seconds remaining, 
giving the Cleveland Browns 
an unexpected l 9- 17 win on 
Sunday. 

"I don't think we deserved to 
win," said 49ers star defensive 
end Nick Bosa. "We didn't un­
derestimate them. but they did 
play better than us. We haven't 
lost in a long time in the regular 
season, so it hurts a lot more.·· 

Dustin Hopkins kicked four 
field goals for the Browns (3-
2) - the last with I :40 left. 
capping a drive helped by a 
disputed unnecessary rough­
ness call against San Francisco. 
Cleveland pulled off the upset 
without quarterback Deshaun 
Watson, who missed his second 
straight game with a bruised 
right shoulder. 

The 49ers (5-1) came in 
looking nearly unbeatable af. 
ter destroying Dallas 42-10 at 
home last week and scoring at 
least 30 points in each of their 
first five games. 

But Cleveland's top-ranked 
defense was more than up 
to the task, and the 49ers 
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Montgomery shuts out Astros as Rangers win Game 1 of ALCS 
HOUSTON (APJ 

Jordan Montgomcrv ,hur 
down the Houston i\s·ros 
and Leody Taveras hom­
ered as the Texas Ranl!ers 
did just enough ag~onst 
Justin Verlander t1> get a 
2 0 win in the opener of 
the AL Champion-;hip Se­
ries on Sunday night. 

Montgomery pitched 
five-hit ball over (> I , 
innings and Tavern:- pro­
vided a two-run lead with 
h1~ ,olo homer in the fifth . 
Evan Carter. a 2 1-year­
old rookie. uoublcd and 
scored in the scwnd and 
made two niftv delen:--1\·e 
plays in left field. 

"We just found a Wa) to 
get a couple of run, across 
the board:· Te,;a, man 
ager Bruce Bochy , aid. 
·'That was the dif:ercncc 
in the game. ob\ 1ou,ly. 
But our guy was really 
good. Monty. terrific job 
he did. And he i!OI in a 
couple or jams tlicrc and 
found a way to get out or 
it." 

AP Photo 

TEXAS RANGERS' Leody Taveras hits a home run during the fifth inning of Game 1 of the baseball AL 
Championship Series against the Houston Astros on Sunday in Houston. 

In the ALCS for the first 
time since back-to-back 
appearance,; in 20 I 0-1 I. 
the Rangers improved to 
6-0 this po:-,tseason af­
ter sweeping the Rays in 
the Wild Card Series and 
the Orioles in the Divi­
sion Serie,. The winning 
streak followed lm,cs in 
their previous ,ix playoff 
games a!!ain,t Toronto in 
the ALDS in 20 5 qnd 
2016. 

Game 2 of the hcst-nf­
,cven series is Mondav in 
Houston. • 

The defcndin!! cham­
pion Astros. m the ALCS 
for a ,cvcnth strai~ht vear. 
had a tOU!!h time i!Cltill!! 
anvthin~ -~oill!.! a~ainst 
Montgon1e~v. -The~ top 
four batters in l·louston • s 
lineup were 2 for I 2 with 
five strikeouts a~ainst the 
left-hander. Slugger Yor­
clan Alv.irez struck out 
against him three ·mes. 

Houston's offcns ivr 
woes came after it hit l (, 
homers and outsclitccl the 
Rangers 39- 1 o in a thrc~­
gamc S\Vecp in St.!ptcmbcr. 
Things were much differ­
ent in the first postscason 
meeting between ' hcsc in­
state rivals as they man­
aged just five singles. 

"Sometime )'llll ·ve 
got to say: ·Hey. the guy 
threw a great game t,>­
night against us. excellent 
game.··· manager Dusty 
Baker said. "1\ nd thcy -;ay 

good pitching beats good 
hitting. but when you 
don't hit. everybody wants 
to know what· s wrong. 
There·s not a whole bunch 
to ,av. He threw a real 
\2:00d ·!lame against us.'' 
- Mor1tgomery has been 
~rea. in the last month. 
'.illowing just two earned 
runs over 27 innings in his 
last four starts of regular 
season, and posting a 2.08 
ERA in three postseason 
starts. 

Verlander allowed two 
run~ and six hits in 6 
2/_1, innings to mark the 
first time this postsca­
son where both starters 
pitched into the seventh. 
It wa:-, the 36th postseason 
st.n1 for Verlander and the 
MLB-record 14th time 
he's ~tarted a playoff se­
ries opener. 

The three-time Cy 
Y ounl! Award winner 
tht\!\\ '·4 7 fostballs, getting 
2 7 swings without a sin­
gle swing and miss. 

Josl1 Sborz walked 
Jose Altuve starting the 
eighth and was replaced 
b ) t\roklis Chapman. The 
Rangers turned a double 
play when Cai1er made a 
t?.rcat grab on the track on a ball hit by Alex Bregman 
and /\ltuvc was called out 
for nut retouching second 
base when he retreated to 
firs t after Carter's catch. 

Altuve initially called 
sak. but the Rangers chal­
lenged the play. and it was 
ovc11urned in a video re­
view. Alvarez followinf.! 
with an inning-ending 

River sweeps Wheeling Central 
WHEELIN(, - The River Pilots earned a three-set 

~weep Saturda~ .1gai11st tht.: v,,. heeling Central Catholic Ma­
roon Knight:-. (lctca1i11g them 28-26. 26-24. 25-17. 

For the Pilot~. I la llie llamnicl totaled 13 kills and nine 
dig~. Rec.\l Hobbs finished with a stalline of eight kills, 
three blocb ,llld thn:e aces. Kaylee Hagan had five kills. 
three block~. five di !.!S and lhrce aces. 

Emma Recd had live kills and I 3 digs for River. Aubrey 
Fetty had 17 digs am! Maci lsaly had 29 a~s1sh 

Oak (;!en l>cfrats Potters In Four 
MORRISTOW N The n oldcn Bears were victorious in 

the 4A OVAC Championship on Saturday. dealing the Pot­
ters a 25-l 5. ?4 )(>. 25-22. 25-21 defeat. 

Ashlyn Six h,td 24 kills and two hlocks for Oak Glen. 
Ml·kenzi Martin had 20 ki lb and three blocks. Brooklyn 
Six had six ki ll~ and nne block. A veri M:1rtin had five kills 
and seven blocks. and lkecclvn Crai~ had three ki lls and 
two blocks. • ~ 

Jersey Smnh fin ished with 50 as\!Sl~. two blocks and 
three aces for the Bears. Addison Smith and Tia Vick each 
added five digs. 

Exiting the conferc1Ke tournament. Oak Glen has a re­
cord of i 4-3-3. 

,,. 

Unig.tobe Travel Show~ 
Saturday, October 28 '...::: 

groundout. 
Carter was asked about 

his ability to stay calm in 
his first playoff run. 

"Oh, my gosh. This is 
so much fun," he said. 
"That's just all I think 
about. Where else would 
I want to be. This is awe­
some. rm just trying to 
keep my feet grounded 
and just keep rolling with 
this team . It's been a lot 
of fun.'· 

Jose Leclerc struck out 
one in a perfect ninth for 
the save and the Rang-

• Union 
Continued from Page C1 

Brenna Leach also fin­
ished with I 2 digs. 

Sechrest noted that 
Mya Leach in particular 
was tough to defend as 
she's capable of gener­
ating a ton of power on 
attack swings, but Leach 
also knows when to tip 
or place a drop shot just 
behind the first line of de­
fe~se. 

• Ohio 
Continued from Page C1 

Harrison caught six 
passes for I 05 yards and 
had the first score of the 
game while Stover had 
four catches for 5 3 yards 
and two TDs. one in each 
half.. • 

McCord was 16 of 28 
with 276 yards. matching 
his single-game career 
high for TD throws. 

'"They're No. 3 in the 
country for a reason," 
Purdue coach Ryan Wal­
ters said after a second 
straight loss. "And they 're 
sitting where we want to 
go as a program ... 

Purdue quarterback 
Hudson Card was I 3 of 
32 with 126 yards and 
one touchdown. Devin 
Mockobee ran I 8 times 
for I I O yards for the 
Boi le1makers. 

THE TAKEAWAY 

• Browns 
Continued from Page C1 

P.J. Walker came off 
Cleveland's practice 
squad and outplayed 
Purdy, who threw his first 
interception this season. 
finished with just 125 
yards and nearly pulled 
off a stirring comeback in 
the final moments before 
Moody's failed kick. 

The 23-year-old Purdy 
had been oerfect in his 

ers' second shutout of the 
playoff. 

Texas· bullpen has a 
1.86 ERA in the playoffs 
after rankin!! 24th at 4. 77 
during the regular season. 

Carter got things going 
for Texas with a hustle 
double on a grounder with 
one out in the second be­
fore scoring on a single 
by Jonah Heim. John Jung 
singled with two outs. 
Taveras walked to load 
the base~ and V erlander 
limited the damage by re­
tiring Marcus Semien on a 

"She·s a good player 
and she can put the ball 
wherever she wants and 
when they can do that and 
run their offense. they are 
really good and tough to 
beat." Sechrc,;t said. 

·'They have their three 
options, but we knew who 
the main option was." the 
coach added. 

Olivia Wortman fin­
ished with eight kills and 

Ohio State: Nobody 
questions the Buckeyes 
defense, which has only 
allowed 58 points all sea­
son. Now Ohio State 's 
offense is starting to show 
some mettle. Despite all 
the injuries. the Buckeyes 
seem to be kicking it into 
high gear, outscoring op­
ponents 68-14 over the 
last three halves. 

Purdue: The Boiler­
makers wanted to take ad­
vantage of playing five of 
their first seven at home. 
Instead, thev' re 1-4 at 
Ross-Ade in Year I under 
Walter!>. treating fans to 
some of their worst games 
of the season. 

Purdue\ first three 
scoring chances ended 
with missed field goals. 
Even worse. a student 
came out during a media 
timeout and made mul-

po-;itioned the ball in the 
middle of the field for 
Moody, who pushed his 
attempt to the right. 

"It' s on me,'' said 
Moody. who missed a 54-
yard in the first half. ·']' vc 
got to make these kicks 
in these situations. That's 
what I signed up for at my 
position. The team fought 
really hard to give me a 
chance. 

tly ball. 
V erlander had retired 

eight in a row when Tav­
eras drove a hanging slid­
er 398 feet into the seats 
in right field with one out 
in the fifth. 

The Astros had chances 
to score in the third and 
fourth innings. Martin 
Maldonado walked with 
one out in the third before 
a two-out single by Breg­
man. But they were both 
stranded when Alvarez 
struck out. 

Three straight singles 

Ella Pietranton and Lak­
en Vinskovich had seven 
apiece for the Jets. which 
now await a meeting with 
Buckeye Local in the first 
round of the Division III 
postseason. 

Shenandoah def. Union 
Local 25-23. 25-14. 25-
19 

U - Wortman 8 kills. 5 
digs, 9 pts: Pietranton 7 
kills, 9 pts: Vinskovich 7 

tiple field goals during a 
contest. 

INJURY REPORT 
Ohio State 's medical 

team took away Traya­
num ' s helmet following 
a brief examination in the 
injury tent. Purdue offen­
sive lineman Luke Griffin 
was carted off the field 
with an air cast around his 
lower right leg during the 
first quai1er. His team­
mates ran to the cart to 
show their support. 

POLL 
IMPLICATIONS 

Ohio State helped its 
case with a lopsided road 
victorv. but until No. I 
Georgia or No. 2 Michi­
gan stumbles. the Buck 
eyes will have a hard time 
climbing in the ranking:-. 

BY THE NUMBERS 
Ohio State: Harri~on 

posted his fourth I 00-

questionable throw into 
the end zone - to set up 
Hopkins for the winner. 

The Browns were also 
helped with a rough­
ness call on 49ers safe­
ty Tashaun Gipson Sr., 
who spent four seasons 
with Cleveland. On 3rd­
and- I 0. Walker's throw 
for Elijah Moore was high 
but Gipson was called for 
the oersonal foul for lead-

by Chas McCormick. 
Mauricio Dubon and Jere­
mv Pena loaded the bases 
wfth two outs in the fou11h. 
Montgomery wriggled out 
of the jam again when he 
struck out Maldonado to 
end the inning. 

Heiin walked to open 
the seventh and a two-out 
single by Taveras chased 
Verlander. Hector Neris 
took over and retired the 
next two batters. 

Carter robbed Bregman 
of a hit with one out in 
the first. He -;printed be­
fore leaping to make the 
catch and cra~hing into 
the scoreboard wall in left 
field and knocking out one 
of squares. 

UP NEXT 
Houston LHP Framber 

Valdez (0-1. 10.38 ERA) 
opposes RHP Nathan Eo­
valdi (2-0. 1.32) in Game 
2. Eovaldi grew up in sub• 
urban Houston and attend­
ed Alvin High School. 
which is also the alma ma­
ter of Hall of Fame pitcher 
Nolan Rvan. 

··1rs ·awesome:· Eo­
valdi said. ·-rm going to 
have a Jot of friends and 
family here for the game. 
Anytime we're in thh 
stage in this moment nght 
here. being th1~ close~ to 
the World~ Serie:-. ifs a 
big deal. Doesn't matter 
where we're playing at. 
it's a big honor for us to 
be here.'-:-

kills. 8 pts. 3 dgs: Brous­
sard 14 cli11s: Logan 16 
a~sis,ts. 7 digs: Yiiger I 0 
digs : 4 kills. 4 pts: But­
ler 6 digs: Martin 5 digs: 
Saunders 4 pts. S - M. 
Keach I 7 kills. 5 assists. 
7 digs: Knoll IO digs. 9 
pts: B.Leach 12 digs: 8 
kills: 4 pts: Crum 11 pts: 
I 5 assists; 8 digs: Merryn 
7 ts: 16 assists: Mc Vicker 
4 kills: May 8 kills 

yard game of the ~eason 
and the I I th of his col­
lege c.-treer .... The Buck­
eves are now 4-5 at Pur­
due since 2005 .... Ohio 
State rushed for 4.2 yard:­
per carry one week af­
ter averaging I. 9 against 
Maryland . ... Day is 34-0 
against unranked oppo­
nents. 

Purdue: Burks caught 
three passes for 22 yard'.-­
and now has five TD 
catches this season. .. . 
The Boilermaker~ arc 
3-3 in their last ~ix game~ 
agamst top-five foe:-.. 

UP NEXT 
Ohio State: The Buck­

eyes ho~! Penn State next 
Saturday ma key East D1 -
,•1s,ion game. 

Purdt1e: The Boiler­
makers have a bve week 
before vic;iting Nebra,;ka 
on Oct. 28. ~ 

Francbco left tackle 
Trent William~ shoved 
Moore from the ~ide and 
knocked his helmet off. 

Helped by two per$onal 
fouls agamst the Brown<;. 
the 49ers scored on their 
fir,t possession with 
Purdy shoveling a short 
pass to McCaffrey. who 
made two quick cuts got 
to the outside and went in 
untouched. 
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Nailers Sharp In 
Preseason Tuneup 

Photo by Mike Hughes 
Union Local's Olivia Wortman (15) and Laken 
Vinskovich (22) go for a block at the net against the 
Shenandoah Zeps on Saturday. 

UL Can't Solve 
Still-Unbeaten 
Shenandoah 

Bv i\lJKE HUGHES 
For The Intelligencer 

about an upset. 

. - ' 

-

'f ... -

,,.. . 

·,~~ . -
""' I>-. 

MO RRISTOWN -
Shcna11Jo<1h entered Sat­
urdav·'i 0\ AC Cla~s 3A 
, olle\ ball final with a 
~potlc'is 22-0 record. 

·'We got down and 
started making little mis­
takes and it took us out of 
our game.'' Union Local 
(18-4) head coach Kaye 
Sechrest noted after the 
match. 

Photo by Joe Lovell 
Wheeling's Bobby Hampton handles the puck with Cincinnati's Luka Burzan in hot pursuit during the 
Nailers' home match at WesBanco Arena, a 5-0 win for the home team. 

Durim! that stretch. 
on l, twii tc,um managed 
to earr. ,l set one earlier in 
the season. 

Saturd:.1y. the Zeps 
were on a mhsion, aveng­
ing 2022"s OV AC 3A 
finale los,; with a 25-23. 
25-14. 25-1 9 sweep. 

The Zeps got up by as 
manv as 10 in the second 
set when an attack error 
sent a ball long and gave 
the designated home team 
a 21-1 I advantage. 

Wheeling Blanks Cincinnati At Home, Will Hit Road 
To Face The Cyclones In Season Opener Saturday 

The two team·~ previ­
ous duel 111 the 2022 final 
wa'.-1 a back-and-fo11h bat­
(le thnt -,tretched mto the 
firth set. Saturdav :-.tarted 
off in .i -,imilar f,ishion as 
Shenandoah fought for 
every pt)int. winning 25-
2, in tht: first. 

But as kilh mounted 
1.nd ,mall cr1c!,.. <; in the 
UL de1e11se staned to 
manifest. it bccumc clear 
the Zeps were not en­
tertaining any thoughts 

Another error allowed 
the Zeps to take the sec­
ond ~et 25-14. 

UL wasn't giving the 
championship trophy 
awav. however. and bat­
tled ·even to 12-12 before 
senior Mya Leach started 
to take over. 

Leach successfully hit 
through a block to go 
up 13-12. followed by a 
well-placed drop <;hot for r 

WHEELING - The Wheel­
ing Nailers had everything click­
ing in its lone preseason match. 

The offense scored five goals, 
and the defense and goaltending 
turned in a shutout in a 5-0 tri­
umph over the Cincinnati Cy­
clones at Wes Banco Arena. Da­
vis Bunz turned on the red light 
twice and Peter Laviolette had a 
goal and two assists to lead the 
offense. while David Tendeck 
earned the shutout with 24 saves. 

The Nailers came out flying 
with a 2-0 lead in !?Oals and a 
l 7-5 advantage in shots. Both a 14- I 2 reading. 

Please see UNBEATEN. 
Page 12 l 

Wheeling markers were creat­
ed with shots that came from 
the left point. David Drake sent 

the puck deep and connected 
with Cedric DesruisseauJ on 
the right side of the slot. Des­
ruisseaux slid a pass through to 
Jarrett Lee, who turned to his 
backhand and flipped the puck 
into the left side of the cage at 
the 10:30 mark. Le~s than sev­
en minutes later. Desruisseaux 
threw a shot on goal from deep. 
which produced a rebound for 
Davis Bunz, who deposited the 
puck along the ice and in on the 
right side of the net. 

The home team put two more 
goals on the board in the middle 
session. At the 7:48 mark. Bunz 
struck for the second time in the 
contest, and this time, he did so 

on the team·~ fi r~t pow4;r play. 
Bunz glided in to the middle ot 
the offensive zone. ,rnd iaunched 
a wrbt shot into the top-let'! cor­
ner. The Nailers • fourth tallv of 
the aft~moon came with 1: 13 
left when Jeff Solow teed up 
Man Koopman for a one t\mer 
from the slot. which Koopman 
drilled alon~ thl! ICC .:md in. 

The first fight of the e;i..hibition 
slate took place 111 the latter ~tag­
es of the period. Matthew Quer­
cia laid a punishing hit on Colton 
Kalezic. then got challenged to a 
ftgh r by Ma[colm Ht1)e~. who 
received an mst1gator penalty. 

Plea.te :iee NAILERS. Page 12 

Watt, Highsmith Have Willed Steelers To 3-2 Start 
By WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 

PITTSBURGH - Nick Herbig 
took off en~e to the question. 

Asked if T.J. Watt and Alex 
Highsmith might be the best 
edge-ru~hing tandem in the NFL 
the Pittsbur!!h Steelers rookie out­
side lmebacker who has essentiallv 
attached himself to his two supe1'.• 
star teammates since training camp 
began ju:-.t shook his head. 

''Might be?" Herbig said. with 
more than a tinge of sarcasm. 
·'Might be? Look at the tape, bro: · 

Look at the 1,tandings. too. 
The Steelers entered their bve 

week at 3-2 and atop the AFC 
North almm,t in spite of an offense 
that ~till can ·t seem to get out of its 
own way. They now sita half-game 

behind the Baltimore Ravens in the 
standings following their rivals' 
defeat of the Tennessee Titans on 
Sunday in London. 

They've survived thanks in 
large pa11 to two players who are 
well aware of the franchise's great 
pass-rush duos of the past - Hall 
of Famer Kevin Greene and Greg 
Lloyd and James Harrison and La­
MaiT Woodley to name just two 
- and embraced the standard that 
comes with it. 

Week in and week out. oppo­
nents put together game plans try­
ing to find a way to keep Watt and 
Highsmith in check. And week in 
and (nearly) week out, they find 
a way to create the kind of chaos 
that can change the momentum of 
games and the arcs of seasons. 

Highsmith is picking off De­
Shaun Watson on the first snap in 
Week 2 and running it back for a 
touchdown. Watt is pouncing on 
a Watson fumble and taking it in ' 
for the winning score a few hours 
later. There they were in the final 
minutes last week against Balti­
more. Highsmith knocking the ball 
loose and Watt jumping on top of it 
to seal a victory that for about 5 5 
minutes seemed unlikely at best. 

"Those guys every week have 
the mindset that we have to set the 
tone,.. outside linebackers coach 
Denzel Martin said. "We're not 
waiting for somebody else to make 
the play. we·re going to make the 
play and change the game." 

Please see STEELERS, Page 12 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Steelers' T.J. Watt (90) and Alex Highsmith 
(56) celebrate after the Steelers defeated the Balti­
more Ravens in Pittsburgh on Oct. 8. 

Brown~ Hand 5'iJa 
49ers First • t · • ; 

Rangers Shut 
Out Astros To 

., 
'. y V,-'· .,, ~. /4'_:_ 

..::.. ,.,,. . _,, .._ ,...l ..... 
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OVCC CHAIV s UNBEATEN----------------­
(Contlnued from Page 11) 

Not to be outdone, Brenna Leach 
twice registered kills hitting off the 
block soon after. 

Fittingly, that's exactly how Mya 
Leach ended the match at 25-19, hitting 
off a block for the final point. 

"We couldn't seal our blocks and 
push it back over for some reason," 
Sechrest said. 

The elder Leach finished with a 
match-high 17 kills to go with sev­
en digs and five assists. Brenna Leach 
backed her with eight kills, as did senior 
Brylee May as the trio held sway at the 
net. 

Brenna Leach also finished with 1 2 
digs. 

Sechrest noted that Mya Leach in 

particular was tough to defend as she's 
capable of generating a ton of power on 
attack swings but also knows when to 
tip or place a drop shot just behind the 
first line of defense. 

"She's a good player and she can put 
the ball wherever she wants and when 
they can do that and run their offense. 
they are really good and tough to beat,'' 
Sechrest said. 'They have their three 
options, but we knew who the main op­
tion was." 

Olivia Wortman finished with eigh1 
kills and Ella Pietranton and Laken 
Vinskovich had seven apiece for the 
Jets, which now await a meeting with 
Buckeye Local in the first round of ... ,! 
Division Ill postseason. 

STEELERS---------------­
(Continued from Page 11) 

BROWNS 
(Continued from Pagl' J l) 

But Cleveland's top-ranked defense 
was more than up tu the task. and the 
49ers were ,hurt-handed in the second 
half without playmakcrs Christian Mc­
Cat frc) and Dcebo Samuel. who both 
went out with injurie,. 

P.J. Walker cam~ off Clcveland·s 
practice squad and outplayed Purdy. 
who threw his fi rst interception this 
season. finished with jtl\t 12 5 yards and 
nearly pulled off a sti1Ting comeback 
in the final moment.., before Moody·~ 
failed kick. 

The 23 year old Purdy had been per­
fect in his pro career. winning his first 
10 regular-sea~on starts and coming in 
with the highc!--t passer rating ( 121.1) 
in league histrny for ~my qum1eback 
throu!!h l O !lame,. 

But the Browns kept him otf balance 
and he rnmpletcd just 12 of 27 passes 
(44%) - well below his league-lead­
ing a,·cragc (72. l <J,i,) coming in. 

··1 didn ·1 play at the standard that I 
needed w:· Purdv said. ··we tee! like 
we failed ·our o\,~n cxpcctation1,, I just 
have to be better and make the throws. 

BAT H 
FITTER® 

Man, it's the NFL. When you get oppor­
tunities. you've got to take care of them. 
There are plays that we didn't make." 

Despite being without Mccaffrey 
and Samuel, Purdy made a couple big 
throws on San Francisco·s final drive 
and positioned the ball in the middle of 
the field for Moody. who pushed his at­
tempt to the right. 

"Ifs on me:' said Moody, who 
missed a 54-yard in the first half. "I've 
got to make these kicks in these situa­
tions. That's what l signed up for at my 
position. The team fought really hard to 
give me a chance. 
~ "It was a perfect snap, perfect hold. 
I just didn't hit it the way I wanted to:· 

When the ball sailed into the net, 
Cleveland's sideline erupted in cele­
bration and Browns fans danced in the 
aisles after seeing the home team finally 
catch a few breaks. 

·'The truth is. we're a good football 
team .• , Browns coach Kevin Stefanski 
said. "We·re not peliect, we know that. 
But we fought like crazy. and rm just 
proud of so many guys.'' 

They're doing it with remarkable 
consistency. 

Watt already has eight sacks, putting 
him ahead of his pace in 2021 when he 
tied the NFL single-season record with 
22 1/2 on his way to being named De­
fensive Player of the Year. The 29-year­
old youngest member of the Watt NFL 
clan that includes now-retired three­
time Defensive Player of the Year J.J. 
Watt also has two forced fumbles and 
has swatted down four passes. 

Not that Watt wants to talk about it. 
He figures he's just doing his job. 

"We're not paid to do anything oth­
er than go out there and make as many 
plays as possible and try to deliver the 
ball to the offense." Watt said in his 
trademark monotone that belies the 
frenzied blur his No. 90 becomes at the 
snap. 

Highsmith downplays his own con­
tributions. Maybe he shouldn't. He 
proved during Watt's extended absence 
last season due to a torn pectoral mus­
cle that he could become a disruptive 
force in his own right. He collected a 
career-best 14 I /2 sacks and his five 
forced fumbles led the NFL. 

The Steelers signed him to a lucra­
tive four-year extension over the sum­
mer, meaning Watt and Highsmith will 
spend their primes standing on opposite 
ends of the line of scrimmage, using a 
level of communication that's become 
almost ESP-like to render opposing 
game plans useless. 

The Browns were trying to nurse a 
fourth-quarter lead on Sept. 18 when 
they faced second-and-9 at the Cleve­
land 20. Highsmith and Watt suspected 
a play-action pass was coming. A little 
hand signal to each other led them to 
line up a little wider than usual hoping 
for a better angle of attack. 

Sure enough, Watson faked a handoff 
and dropped back to pass. Highsmith 
cut inside Browns left tackle Jedrick 
Willis and swatted the ball out of Wat­
son's hands. Watt, who says he basi­
cally blacks out during plays and that 
makes them sometimes difficult to re­
member, scooped it up and sprinted 16 

yards to the end zone. 
Asked if it feels as ifhe and Watt seen 

to share the same brain, Highsmith jus 
smiled and said: ''Sometimes." 

It's a connection that's been building 
from the moment the Steelers select­
ed Highsmith in the third round of the 
2020 draft. He arrived in Pittsburgh as 
a project of sorts after playing defensive 
end at Charlotte. He poured himself into 
his craft, with Watt playing the eager 
mentor. 

Herbig points out Watt and Highsmith 
are rarely at their lockers, instead pre­
ferring the sanctity of the film room. 
though the conversation doesn't stop 
when they head home. The outside line­
backers have a text thread that can light 
up each other's phones at seemingly all 
hours. 

"'They're calling all throughout the 
night talking,'' Martin said. "They can 
be with their families, their wives. 
They"re calling, texting about linemen. 
how they set up. what might work.'' 

Their commitment to their bodies -
Watt doesn't really overindulge during 
the offseason, wary of how that extra 
slice of pizza might affect him in the fall 
- and their almost maniacal approach 
to their work sets an example that ba­
sically forces everyone below them on 
the depth chart to catch up. 

"Those guys practice every day like 
they're in a game,'' said veteran line~ 
backer Markus Golden. who played 
with J.J. Watt in Arizona before joining 
the Steelers in the offseason. "They've 
just got it all. On and off the field." 

Highsmith figures it's what's expect• 
ed when you play his position in a place 
that likes to call itself "Blitzburg." The 
team's history is littered with defensive 
game wreckers. It's a legacy Watt and 
Highsmith take seriously. 

Yes, they are talented individually. 
Together, they have the chance to be­
come something special. 

"l think we feed off each other, we 
build off each other," Highsmith said. 
"So I think we just got to continue to do 
that week in, week out. I think our best 
ball is still in front of us ... 

ALCS-------------

TUB·TO·SHOWER CONVERSIONS I TUB LINERS f TUB & SHOWER REPLACEMENTS 

THF PEAFECT FIT. 
With hundreds of custom designs for showers or 

tubs, a one-day insta ll' and a lifetime warranty" ... 

it's n,:,. wonder 2 mill ion happy customers have 

t•u•tf'd Bath Fitter with their bath remodels. 

t.,u,t~e, 1-4s HXAl'l),I \O h,>uk youi f:Rt;t ~onsul\alionl 

<conttnued from Page 11) 

The defending champion Astros, in 
·, the ALCS for a seventh straight year, 

had a tough time getting anything go­
ing against Montgomery. The top four 

·• batters in Houston's lineup were 2 for 
12 with five strikeouts against the left­
hander. Slugger Yordan Alvarez struck 
out against him three times. 

Houston's offensive woes came af­
ter it hit 16 homers and outscored the 
Rangers 39-10 in a three-game sweep 
in September. Things were much differ­
ent in the first postseason meeting be­
tween these in-state rivals as they man­
aged just five singles. 

"Sometime you've got to say: 'Hey, the 
guy threw a great game tonight against us, 
excellent game,"' manager Dusty Baker 
said. "And they say good pitching beats 
good hitting. but when you don't hit, ev­
erybody wants to know what's wrong. 
There's not a whole bunch to say. He 
threw a real good game against us." 

Montgomery has been great in the last 
month, allowing just two earned runs 

.. 

over 27 innings in his last four starts of 
regular season, and posting a 2.08 ERA 
in three postseason starts. 

Verlander allowed two runs and six 
hits in 6 2/3 innings to mark the first 
time this postseason where both starters 
pitched into the seventh. It was the 36th 
postseason start for Verlander and the 
MLB-record 14th time he's started a 
playoff series opener. 

The three-time Cy Young Award 
winner threw 4 7 fastballs, getting 2 7 
swings without a single swing and miss. 

Josh Sborz walked Jose Altuve starting 
the eighth and was replaced by Aroldis 
Chapman. The Rangers turned a double 
play when Carter made a great grab on 
the track on a ball hit by Alex Bregman 
and Altuve was called out for not re­
touching second base when he retreated 
to first after Carter's catch. Altuve initial­
ly was called safe, but the Rangers chal­
lenged the play, and it was overturned in 
a video review. Alvarez following with 
an inning-ending groundout. 
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St. Clairsville Red Devils fall to Oak Glen 
By MIKE HUGHES 
For The Times Leader 

NEW MANCHESTER -
Oak Glen played its fifth game 
after the disappointing 4-1 
Joss to Weir in the OVAC 4A 
championship match. 

second - coming off the foot 
of sister Natasha Ward. that 
drew the biggest smile from 
head coach Bill Watts. 

Natasha fired a rising shot to­
ward Red Devils· keeper Kiya 
Kyer. 

The freshman keeper got her 
hands on it, but the force of the 
shot, coupled with the angle. 
propelled the blast through her 
hands and into the net. 

"We're a young team. We 
(start) three freshman and play 
five a good bit. we have ~ome 
sophomores - we·re young. but 
we·ve gotten better throughout 
the season finding players." 
Watts said. "Early in the sea­
son it was the Kami show. but 
the last couple of games. we·ve 
have other people score and 
create opportunities. 

Tuesday night. it was actu­
ally St. Clairsville that struck 
first. Senior Delaney Florence 
played an excellent through 
ball to a streaking Emma Gas­
ber, who took the pass and fired 
a shot past Golden Bears' keep­
er Cameron Michaud. 

pie of junk ones unfortunately. 
and Kami is a pain. 

"She's extremely quick. I 
thought we had a good game 
plan for her early and we were 
able to hold her off for a little 
while. but those last two. we 
just kind of gave up and slowed 
down and that's something 
we ' ll have to talk about. 

Since then. the Golden Bears 
( 13-6-1) are 4-1 and have out­
scored opponents 19-9. includ­
ing Tuesday's 4- I win against 
visiting St. Clairsville (8-8). 

Senior captain Kami Ward 
did her part. recording a hat 
trick with two of her three 1roals 
coming in the third half.~ And 
while a "Ward" was responsi­
ble for all four goals. it was the 

That put up the home club 
2-1 with 3 8: 14 left to play and 
St. C. couldn't get any closer. 

·'And we need people other 
than Kami to produce. Since 
the OVAC game. we·ve really 
placed and emphasis on that. 
This is our fifth game (since) 
and only once did we not have 
more than one person score 
each night." 

That occurred less than a 
minute into the first half and 
the Bears didn't even the score 
until Kami Ward tipped in a re­
bound off a corner kick a few 
minutes later. 

"Overall. we played a great 
game. We moved the ball well 
and got a lot of good chance!> 
and it was I l at the half. But 
they finished more chances 
than we did." Watts liked the shot. but the 

fact it came off a foot other than 
Kami Ward was the most criti­
cal element. 

You couldn ·t picture a better 
start - 49 seconds in and we 
score," St. C. head coach Wes 
Stoner said. "It was a great ball 
and a great finbh. We let a cou-

See ST. CLAIRSVILLE, 
Page 82 

Jets sweep Ferry in Semis 
By NICK HENTHORN 
Sports Edttor 

MORRISTOWN - Add­
ing to a nine-game Tue!iday 
slate to open up the 2023 
OV AC Tournament, No. 
3 Martins Ferry came out 
swinging against their hosts. 
the No. 2 Union Local Jets, 
taking a 8-4 lead to ~tart the 
first set. 

The Jets had fuel to burn 
though. wading through 
rough early-goings to win 
the set 25-19. and never 
letting the Purple Riders get 
that close again. sweeping 
Ferry 25-19. 25-11. 25-16 
to advance in the 3A confer­
ence tourney. 

"They played well." 
Union Local head coach 
Kaye Sechrest said. "We 
started slow. thev came out 
on fire . and we got behind. 
Sometimes I think we like 
to play from behind. They 
came out strong. we sur­
vived and kind of doused 
it, and we controlled it from 
that point on." 

The Jets and Purple Rid­
ers traded high-impact 
plays at the match's onset. 
high-velocity kills and em­
phatic blocks on both sides 
signaling the heightened at­
mosphere of a tournament 
game as Ferry came out on 
top of the early exchanges. 

Union Local seized mo­
mentum of their own to take 
a lead which grew 14- 1 I. 
but the pendulum swung 
again for Ferry. who rattled 
off four straight points to 
flip the set to their advan­
tage, I 5-14. 

Union Local called time­
out. and coming out of the 
huddle. the Jets outscored 
the Riders 7-1 over the next 
eight volleys. cruising to a 
25- 1 9 set win. 

"I think we <.tarted out 
fantastic ." Martins Ferry 
head coach Jaela Koller said. 
''But we have some work to 
do. Once we get ahead. we 

0 y 

MARTINS FERRY'S Giana Chirpas blasts a ball over the net during the Purple Riders' 
OVAC 3A Conference Tournament Semifinal game against the No. 2-ranked Union Local 
Jets. 

have to learn how to finish." 
The hosts led wire-to-wire 

in the second set. scoring the 
last eight points of the set to 
win 25-11. 

Martins Ferry clung to a 
slim advantage through the 
early stages of the third set 
with the match on the line. 
leading 5-4. A quick three­
point swing boosted the 
Jets to a 7-5 advantage, and 
the momentum stayed with 
Union Local. who built a 
15-9 advantage. 

Teegan Day smashed a 
kill from the outside to seal 
the match point. 25-16. 

"It was a team effort." 
Sechrest said. "Good serv­
ing. that helps. Good block­
ing, good net play. Julie. my 
libero in the back row. she 
gets to a lot of balls. Tonight 
it was just everybody." 

Sechrest said she was 
looking forward to the Jets· 
next matchup. a 9 a.m. 
date with the No. I -ranked 
Shenandoah Zeps. who like 
wise swept their semi final 
opponent Tuesday. 

For Union Local, Ella 
Pietranton had a team­
high nine kills along with 
two blocks, while Laken 

Vinskovich had eight kills 
and two blocks .. Alayna Lo­
gan piled up 20 assists, Del­
aney Butler had I 5 assists 
and IO digs, and Jule Brous 
sard had I 6 digs. 

For Martins Ferry. SJ 
Koller had 25 digs. Giana 
Chirpas had six kills and four 
blocks. Sydney Koller add 
ed seven kills and I 3 digs. 
Lindsey Best had five kills 
and nine digs, while Maddie 
Lucas had I 3 assists. 

In the class 5A tourna­
ment. No. 4 John Marshall 
fell to No. I Morgantown 
3-0, 25-19, 25- 17.25 19. 

Bedard picks up an assist in NHL debut as the 
Blackhawks rally past Crosby, Penguins 4-2 

PITTSBURGH {AP) - Connor Blackhawks. Blackhawks rookie Kevin Korchins-
Bedard did not disappoint in his NHL Crosby and Bryan Rust scored for ki during warmups. the two teenagers 
..l - L • • • • L ~ n --~• •=-~ . . . L .... L ~ ..l •L .,., ; _ - • • - ..... C 1 £ L • • :.~ - • L- _: •• 1. • - •L --·•-••• -·• ----- - -

OSU added 
Taylor to a 
well-stocked 
Big 10 team 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) - The ide­
al approach to sustained success for 
Ohio State, in coach Kevin McGuffs 
mind, revolves around recruiting players 
straight from high school and develop­
ing them over four or five seasons. 

"We have a system that I like. They 
tend to get better and better each year," 
McGuff said. "But we have used the 
transfer portal to our benefit. obviously. 
just to kind of fill in ~ome holes ... 

The well-timed and carefully chosen 
addition to the roster can go a long way 
to complement or even carry a team. and 
in this dizzying era of the portal there 
aren 't many high-level programs these 
days that don't at least dip into the pool 
to pick up an experienced transfer. 

The Buckeyes reeled in a big one thi~ 
year with Celeste Taylor. 

"She's brought a level of maturity and 
experience that I think is going to be re­
ally beneficial,' ' McGuff said at Big Ten 
women· s basketball media day at Target 
Center in Minneapolis, where the con­
ference tournament will be staged for the 
second straight season. "She' s an incred­
ible defender. I think our press has got 
a chance to be even more effective this 
year with her in that. .. 

Taylor brings the potential to be the 
conference's biggest impact newcomer 
after she spent the last two years at Duke 
an~_he~ fi!st two col_le?e se~sons ~t Texas . 
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Oak Glen Girls 
advances to 4A final 

OHIO RATINGS I .__I _L_o_cA_L _CA_R_o _ 

NEW MANCHES-
TER - Being a perenni­
al contender. the Gold­
en Bears are certainly 
aware when the OV AC 
tournament start-. the 
games get tougher. 

Facing Beaver Local. 
which had defeated Oak 
Glen in the conference 
semifinals each of the 
past two seasons. Mor­
gan Poling and company 

• St. Clairsville 
Continued from Page B1 

Kami Ward· s second 
goal bent it's way into 
the top left comer of the 
net. while her final came 
as a result of a hard rush 
at Kyer. 

The goalie attempted 
to challenge Ward and 
kick the ball away from 
her. but the senior gave 
it a slight tap just before 
impact to pick up the hat 
trick. 

Michaud finished with 
seven saves for her fourth 
win in five matches. Just 
a sophomore. she·s an­
other learning on the job. 
having to replace the de­
parted Alexus Greenlief. 
who·s currently sta11ing 
in net for Waynesburg. 

'·We lost five girls 

knew they'd be in for an 
especially tough fight. 

They were right, as 
the v1~iting No. 4 !:>eed 
Beavers battled back 
and did not go away qui­
etly. but the top-seeded 
Golden Bears were able 
to seal the deal and earn 
a spot in Saturday ·s 
championship with a 
four-set win. 4-1. 

The trip to Union Lo-

from last year and all 
five played and three 
are starting in college 
right now:· Watts said. 
··we have a great group 
of freshman who will be 
good for the program. 
but there· s a big gap be­
tween 14 and 18." 

The Golden Bears re­
turn to action Wednesday 
when they await the win­
ner of a sectional match­
up between Wheeling 
Central and Magnolia. 

St. C.. meanwhile . 
may not get in its OV AC 
3rd-4th place game with 
Beaver Local and looks 
ahead to Tuesday"s Ohio 
Division JI sectional at 
Red Devils Stadium. 

The Devils await the 
winner of Carrollton and 
New Philadelphia. 

Dental Care for the Whole Family 
Offering a Full Range of 

Dental Services 
• Crowns • Dentures 
• Root Canals • Bridges 
• Extractions • Fillings 

Jason B. Horan DMD 
(740) 695-4504 

W. Main St. Suite B, St. Clairsville, OH 43 50 
HoranFamilyDentlstry.com 
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Rumer.!Loudin, Inc ... 

Division IV 
Region 13 • l. Canton South 
(8-0) 19.7625, 2. Mentor Lake 
Cath. (7-1) 18.2229, 3. Streets­
boro (7-1) 17.2247, 4. Beloit 
West Branch (7•1) 15.6616, 

cal High School on Sat 5. Poland Seminary (7-1) 
urday will be the first 15.1566, 6. Struthers (6-2) 
for the Golden Bears 14.889, 7. Niles McKinley (5-

3) 10.9, 8. Youngstown Cardi­
{23-3-3) since they won nal Mooney 14-4) 10.2128, 9. 
the title in 2019. Beaver Local 15-3) 9.0125, 10. 

Oak Glen started Canal Fulton Northwest (5-3) 
s;trong. winning the first 7.475, 11. Ashtabula Edge­
two set~ by scores of wood 14-4) 7.4125, 12. Girard 

25_14 and 25_12 _ The (4-4) 7.2, 13. East Liverpool 
{5·3) 6.8625, 14. Hubbard (4-

visitor~. though. rallied 4) 6.4171. 15. Peninsula Wo­
in the third to extend the odridge 14-4) 6.375, 16. Ak­
match with a 25-21 vie- ron Buchtel (3-51 5.6218, 17. 

Warrensville Hts. (2-6) 4.3, 18. 
toryB. OYS SOCCER Mogadore Field (3-51 4.0293, 

19. Ravenna 13-51 3.9457, 20. 
Steubenville 10, Indian Parma Hts. Holy Name (2-6) 

Creek O 3.1111 
STEUBENVILLE _ Region 15 • 1. Thornville 

Sheridan (8-0) 21.2125. 2. 
Matt Loot scored three Steubenville 17-11 20.0638, 
goals and added his 3. Cols. Bishop Hartley (6-21 
school-record 23rd as- 17.3718. 4. St. Clairsville (7-
sist of the season as Big 11 17.0688, 5. Licking Valley 
Red ( [ 0-5-1) blanked 16-2) 14.6173, 6. Circleville 

Logan Elm 17-1) 14.1, 7. Cols. 
the Redskins. Bishop Ready (7-1) 13.6654, 8. 

Joey Rice added a pair Plain City Jonathan Alder (6-
of net-finders , while 2) 13.375, 9. Cols. East (6-2) 
Cole Bowers, Luke Di- 13.2904, 10. Gallipolis Gallia 
novo, Mason Montgom- Acad. (7-1) 12.9796, 11. Cols. 

Eastmoor Acad. (5-31 11.9968, 
ery. Drew Stimpert and 12. Indian Valley i5-3111.0625. 
Enrico Batolini Baldelli 13. Duncan Falls Philo (5-3) 
also had goals. 10.6125, 14. Vinton County 

Bowers added three 17-11 10.3876, 15. Cols. Mar-
• whi" le Ni"ck ion-Franklin i4-41 9.3125, 16. 

assists, Carrollton (5-3) 9.2125, 17. 
Nurczyk. James De- Johnstown (4-4) 7.325, 18. 
vereaux. Gabe Martin, Morgan (4-41 6.525, 19. Fair­
Aidan Morales and Isaac field Union 14-4) 4.7375, 20. 
Rosel all had a helper Claymont (3•514.6288 

Division V 
each. Region 17 - 1. Perry 18-0) 

Robby Lucas made 22.0625, 2. South Range (7 11 
two saves. 19.6951, 3. Creston Norwayne 

Indian Creek's Jo- (8·0) 16.3, 4. Harrison Central 
seph Dig2:s recorded I 5 (6-2) 12.875, 5. Garrettsville 

~ Garfield (8-0) 12.8444, 6. Lo• 
saves. rain Clearview (6-2) 11.5332. 
PREP VOLLEYBALL 7. Ridgewood (6-2i 10.6625, 8. 

St. C. Beats Sandy Valley (5·3) 8.2625, 9. 
Shadyside, 3-0 Burton Berkshire (4-4) 7.8441, 

The Red Devils 10. Conneaut (5-3) 7.7125, 11. 
Edison 16·2) 7.3889, 12. Cort• 

topped the Tigers by land Lakeview (4-4) 7.1125, 
scores of 25-8. 25- 13. Youngstown Liberty 13-
19 and 25-15. Rachel 5) 5.95, 14. Smithville (5-3! 
Finnical led the win- 4.5082, 15. Orrville (4-41 4.5, 
ners with 25 assists, 16. Chagrin Falls (3-5) 4.35, 17. 

Coshocton (2-6) 4.0125, 18. 
four kills and four digs. Navarre Fairless (2-6) 3.8375, 
Brooke Biancarelli add- 19. Mantua Crestwood f4-4) 
ed nine kills, five digs 3.2986, 20. Wooster Triway 13-
and two aces. 5) 3.2625 

Ell C f. Region 19 - 1. Ironton 17-
a arpenter m- 11 18.9375, 2. Proctorville 

ished with nine kills Fairland (7-11 18.0669, 3. 
and five digs. Makenna Canal Winchester Harvest 
Moran charted six kills. Prep. (6-1) 17.4675, 4. West 

M r w· 4 f Muskingum i7 1) 15.45, 5. 
agno J3 IDS O Barnesville 18-0) 15.4407, 6. 

5 Matches Gahanna Cols. Acad. (8-01 
ST. MARY'S - Mag- 14.95, 7. Portsmouth West 

nolia improved to 15-7 (7-11 14.9211, 8. Heath (6-21 
as it won four of five 11.3125. 9. South Point 15-3) 
matches. 9.9217, 10. Cols. Africentric (5-

31 9.6625, 11. Wheelersburg 
(4-3) 9.3283, 12. Union Local 
(5-31 8.5332, 13. Utica 15-3) 
7.9875, 14. New Lexington 
(4-41 7.925, 15. Minford (4-3) 
7.0476, 16. Centerburg (4-4) 
6.8125, 17. Portsmouth (4-4) 
6.709, 18. Worthington Chris­
tian (3-5) 6.411, 19. Chesa• 
peake (3-5) 5.2759, 20. Piketon 
15-3) 4.9834 

Division VI 
Region 23 - 1. West Jefferson 
(8-0) 19.5625, 2. Garaway (8-
0) 18.8875, 3. Fort Frye {5•21 
11.8638, 4. Galion Northmor 
(6-2) 9.475, 5. Nelsonville-York 
(7-1) 9.303, 6. Martins Fer­
ry (5-3) 8.6641, 7. East Knox 
(5-3) 7.575, 8. Grandview 
Hts. 15-31 7.4125, 9. Glouster 
Trimble (4-3) 7.3175, 10. Coal 
Grove Dawson-Bryant (4-4) 
7.0095, 11. Newcomerstown 
(5-31 6.8, 12. Marion Elgin (6-
2) 6.5875, 13. Bellaire 14-4) 
6.2519, 14. Tuscarawas Valley 
(4-4) 5.9, 15. Grove City Chris­
tian (5-3) 5.0875, 16. John­
stown Northridge 12-6) 4.575, 
17. Loudonville (3-5) 4.2, 18. 
Shenandoah (3·5) 3.7054, 19. 
Crooksville 13·5) 3.4625, 20. 
Newark Cath. (2-6) 3.4457 

Division VII 
Region 25 • 1. Malvern (7-
1) 14.625, 2. Danville (8-0) 
14.525, 3. Dalton (6-1) 13.7095, 
4. New Middletown Spring­
field (6·2) 12.175, 5. Bertin 
Center Western Reserve (6-2) 
11.9154, 6. Jeromesville Hills­
dale (6-2) 11.5354, 7. Monro­
eville (6-2) 11.5234, 8. Lowell­
ville (7-1) 11.2625, 9. Toronto 
17-1) 11.125, 10. Steubenville 
Catholic {8·0110.7813, 11. Lu• 
cas (5·3) 10.0372, 12. Lisbon 
David Anderson (6-2) 9.0625, 
13. Southern Local 16·2) 
8.5875, 14. Norwalk St. Paul 
14-4) 7.6951, 15. McDonald (5-
3) 7 .575, 16. Conotton Valley 
{4•41 4.0, 17. Fairport Harbor 
Fairport Harding (3-5) 2.8431, 
18. Ashtabula St. John School 
(2-5) 1.9206, 19. Richmond 
Hts. (1-6) 1.8771, 20. Stras• 
burg (2-6) 1.6375, 21. Warren 
John F. Kennedy (2•5) 1.5974 
Region 27 1. Reedsville 
Eastern (7•1 I 12.4271, 2. Bea 
ver Eastern (8-0) 11 .3523, 
3. Caldwell (6-2) 8.8611, 4. 
Fairfield Christian Acad. 16-
21 8.45, 5. River (5-2) 8.2679, 
6. Portsmouth Notre Dame 
{5,3) 6.2691, 7. Waterford (5• 
3) 5.6875, 8. Beallsville (5-31 
5.6284, 9. South Gallia (6· 
2) 5.0757, 10. Monroe Cen• 
tral (4•41 4.9491 , 11. Bishop 
Rosecrans (3-5) 4.5568, 12. 
Portsmouth Sciotoville (3-4) 
4.1163, 13. Bridgeport (3·51 
3.9523, 14. Corning Miller (4· 
4t 3.9217, 15. Sugar Grove 
Berne Union 12-6) 2.275, 16. 
Shadyside 12·61 2.1349, 17. 
Willow Wood Symmes Valley 
13-51 1.8059, 18. Racine South­
ern 12-6) 1.291, 19. Lancaster 
Fisher Cath. (2-6) 0.875, 20. 
Frontier (1 ·7) 0.5 

Rumer has it! 
The Blue Eagles de­

' feated St. Mary's 25-
. , 19, 15-25 and 25-20: NFL STANDINGS 

II 

In business,since 1975 
Now:offer:ing-;3'locatio_ns toiseJVe·:vo~· 

. '• • • f.. 

' Ravenswood 27-25 and 
25-18: Cameron 25-14 
and 25-8: and Valley 
25-11 and 25-5. 

The lone loss came to 
Wood County Christian 
17-25. 25-23 and 20-
25. 

... "" • ··~ t 

~~: t'- . -\. ~ 

The 
Jeweled 
''\\\Bird 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 

WL T Pct 
Miami 4 1 0 .800 
Buffalo 3 2 0 .600 
N.Y. Jets 2 3 o .400 
N. Eng. 1 4 0 .200 

South 
WL T Pct 

Indian. 3 2 0 .600 
Jacks. 3 2 O .600 
Houston 2 3 0 .400 
Tenn. 2 3 0 .400 

Pitts. 
Bait. 
Cleve. 
Cincin. 

North 
W LT Pct 
3 2 0 .600 
3 2 0 .600 
2 2 0 .500 
2 3 0 .400 

West 

PF PA 
181135 
159 80 
93105 
55131 

PF PA 
120115 
105102 
115100 
88 93 

PF PA 
79110 

109 75 
76 60 
83114 

W LT Pct PF PA 
Kan. City 4 1 0 .800 128 80 
LAChar. 2 20 .500 110104 
Vegas 2 3 O .400 79114 
Denver 1 4 0 .200 121181 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

Phila. 
Dallas 
Wash. 
NYG 

East 
W LT Pct 
5 0 0 1.000 
3 2 0 .600 
2 3 0 .400 
1 4 0 .200 

South 
W LT Pct 

Tampa 3 1 0 .750 
Atlanta 3 2 0 .600 
New Ori. 3 2 0 .600 
Carolina O 5 0 .000 

PF PA 
141104 
134 83 
109160 
62153 

PF PA 
84 68 
83 96 
96 76 
91144 

Detroit 
Gr. Bay 
Chicago 
Minn. 

North 
W LT Pct PF PA 
4 1 0 .800 148107 
2 3 0 .400 113113 
1 4 0 .200 115157 
1 4 0 .200 110122 

West 
WL T Pct PF PA 

San Fran. 5 0 0 1.000 167 68 
Seattle 3 1 0 . 750 111 91 
LA Rams 2 3 0 .400 112108 
Arizona 1 4 0 .200 108 136 

Thursday's Game 
Denver at Kansas City, 8:15 p.m. 

Sunday's Games 
Baltimore vs Tennessee at 
London, GBR, 9:30 a.m. 
Carolina at Miami, 1 p.m. 
Indianapolis at Jacksonville, 
1 p.m. 
Minnesota at Chicago, 1 p.m. 
New Orleans at Houston, 1 
p.m. 
San Fran. at Cleveland, 1 p.m. 
Seattle at Cincinnati, 1 p.m . 
Washington at Atlanta, 1 p.m. 
New England at Las Vegas, 
4:05 p.m. 
Arizona at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m. 
Detroit at Tampa Bay, 4:25 p.m. 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets, 4:25 
p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Buffalo, 8:20 p.m. 
Open: Pittsburgh, Green Bay 

Monday, Oct. 16 
Dallas at L.A. Chargers, 8:15 
p.m. 

(All events begin at 
5:30 p.m. unless notedl 

Wednesday, Oct. 11 
BOYS SOCCER 

Tusky Valley at Harrison Cen­
tral, 7 p.m. 
St. Clairsville at Wheeling 
Central Catholic. 7 p.m. 

VOLLEYBALL 
Buckeye Local at Martins Fer­
ry 

FOOTBALL CARD 
(all games start at 7 p.m. 

unless noted) 
Thursday, Oct. 12 

COLLEGE 
WVU at Houston 

Friday, Oct. 13 
PREP 

Paden City at Beallsville 
University School at Steuben­
ville 
Beaver Local at Cambridge 
Clay Battelle at Cameron 
Steubenville Catholic at 
Conotton Valley 
Linsly at Dover 
Edison at Harrison Central 
Brooke at John Marshall 
Richwood at Madonna 
Wheeling Central at Martins 
Ferry 
Frontier at Monroe Central 
Parkersburg South at Mor­
gantown 
East Liverpool at Oak Glen 
Buckeye Local at River 
Bridgeport at Shadyside 
Barnesville at Shenandoah 
Caldwell at Toronto 
Bellaire at Union Local 
Spring Mills at University 
Ravenswood at Tyler Consol­
idated 
Magnolia at St. Marys 
Wheeling Park at St. Clairs 
ville, 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 14 
PREP 

lndian Creek at Mapleton 
COLLEGE 

Ohio State at Purdue, noon 
West Liberty al W.Va. Wesley­
an, 1 p.m. 
Carnegie Mellon at Bethany, 
1 p.m. 
Wheeling at Glenvi l'e St., 1 :30 
p.m. 
USC at Notre Dame. 7:30 p.m. 

I OVAC FOOTBALL 
CLASS5-A 

School W LT TG CP AVE. 
Steuben 7 1 0 8 52065.00 
Mtown 5 1 0 6 35058.33 
Pburg Sth4 2 0 6 30050.00 
Whl Park 3 2 0 5 23547.00 
Brooke 4 3 0 7 28540.71 
University3 3 0 6 23038.33 
Dover 4 4 0 8 27033.75 
Manetta 4 4 0 8 26032.50 
Warren 3 5 0 8 18022.50 
J. Marsh. 1 6 O 7 8512.14 

CLASS4-A 
School W L T TG CP AVE. 
St. Clair 7 1 0 8 50563.13 
Weir 6 1 0 7 41058.57 
H Central 6 2 0 8 38548.13 
Edison 6 2 0 8 37046.25 
Beaver 5 3 0 8 34543.13 
East Liv 5 3 0 8 33541.88 
Oak Glen 1 6 0 7 60 8.57 
Ind Creek 1 7 0 8 60 7.50 
Buckeye 1 7 0 8 50 6.25 
Camb O 8 0 8 0 0.00 

CLASS 3·A 
School W LT TG CP AVE. 
Barnes 8 0 0 8 49061.25 
Fort Frye 6 2 0 8 43554.38 
Union 5 3 O 8 35544.38 
Bellaire 4 4 0 8 26032.50 
Linsly 3 3 o 6 18030.00 
M Ferry 5 3 0 8 20025.00 
Shenan. 3 5 O 8 17521.88 
Whg Cent3 4 0 7 14020.00 
Bue Trail 2 6 0 8 60 7.50 
Magnolia O 6 0 6 0 0.00 

CLASS2-A 
School W LT TG CP AVE. 
Toronto 7 1 O 8 41551.88 
Steu Cath8 0 0 8 33541.88 
River 5 2 O 7 28040.00 
Caldwell 6 2 0 8 29536.88 
Sou Loca16 2 0 8 26533.13 
M Central4 4 O 8 23529.38 
Sport 3 5 0 8 15018.75 
Shady 2 6 0 8 11514.38 
Clay Batt 2 4 O 6 7011.67 
Frontier 1 7 0 8 50 6.25 

CLASS 1-A 
School W L T TG CP AVE. 
Cameron 5 1 0 6 23038.33 
Paden 5 1 0 6 20033.33 
Bllsville 5 3 0 8 21526.88 
Valley 4 3 0 7 17525.00 
Conotton 4 4 0 8 16020.00 
Madonna3 3 0 6 12020.00 
Hundred 2 4 0 6 8013.33 

NHL MOVES 
PHILADELPHIA FLYERS 
Ass igned Os Will Zmolek and 
Mason Millman to Reading 
(ECHL). 
PITTSBURGH PENGUINS -
Ass igned D Owen Pickering to 
Swift (Current (WHU. 

II 
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5:30 p.m. unless notedl Region 13 - 1. Canton South School Rating Won Lost Atlantic Division 

Wednesday, Oct. 11 (8-0) 19.7625, 2. Mentor Lake 1. Cabell Mid 14.00 6 0 GPW L OT Pts GF GA Roi ls By Tyler 7-0 
BOYS SOCCER Cath. 17·1118.2229, 3. Streets- 2. Huntngton 13.60 5 0 T. Bay 1 O O O 2 5 3 

Tusky Valley at Harrison Cen- boro (7-11 17.2247, 4. Beloit 3. Princeton S 12.83 6 0 Det 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ' 
tral. 7 p.m. West Branch (7-1) 15.6616, 4. Pburg 5th 12.36 4 1 Mont O O O O O O O S S . 
St. Clairsville at Wheeling 5. Poland Seminary (7-1) 5. Sprng Mills 11.93 5 1 Tor o o o o o o o I TERSVILLE - Wheeling Central crui!>Cd past 
Central Catholic. 7 p.m. 15.1566, 6. Struthers (6-2) 6. Mrtinsburg 11.83 6 0 Ott O O O O O O O the Tyler Consolidated Knights on Tuesday. 7-0. in 

VOLLEYBALL 14.889, 7. Niles McKinley (5- 7. Mtown 11.72 4 1 Buf o o o o o o o girls high school soccer action. 
Buckeye Local at Martins Fer- 3110.9, 8. Youngstown Cardi- 8. Hurricane 11.52 4 1 Sos O O O O O O O The Maroon Knights were led by Addie Patton and 
ry nal Mooney (4-41 10.2128, 9. 9. Bridgprt 11.30 5 1 Fla O O O O O O O 

Beaver Local [5-319.0125, 10. 10. WdrowW 11.13 5 1 Metropolitan Division Mariah Ratcliffe. each of whom had two goa s. Ram-

FOOTBALL CARD 
!all games start at 7 p.m. 

unless noted) 
Thursday, Oct. 12 

COLLEGE 
WVU at Houston 

Friday, Oct. 13 
PREP 

Paden City at Beallsville 
University School at Steuben­
ville 
Beaver Local at Cambridge 
Clay Battelle at Cameron 
Steubenville Catholic at 
Conotton Valley 
Linsly at Dover 
Edison at Harrison Central 
Brooke at John Marshall 
Richwood at Madonna 
Wheeling Central at Martins 
Ferry 
Frontier at Monroe Central 
Parkersburg South at Mor­
gantown 
East Liverpool at Oak Glen 
Buckeye Local at River 
Bridgeport at Shadyside 
Barnesville at Shenandoah 
Caldwell at Toronto 
Bellaire at Union Local 
Spring Mills at University 
Ravenswood at Tyler Consol 
idated 
Magnolia at St. Marys 
Wheeling Park at St. Clairs­
ville, 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 14 
PREP 

Indian Creek at Map.eton 
COLLEGE 

Ohio State at Purdue, noon 
West Liberty at W.Va. Wesley­
an, 1 p. m. 
Carnegie Mellon at Bethany, 
1 p.m. 

Wheeling at Glenville St. , 1:30 
p.m. 
'USC at Notre Dame, 7:30 p.m. 

I NFL STANDINGS I 
AMERICAN CONFERENCE 

East 
WL T Pct 

Miami 4 1 o .800 
Buffalo 3 2 O .600 
N.Y. Jets 2 3 O .400 
N.Eng. 1 4 0 .200 

Indian. 
Jacks. 
Houston 
Tenn. 

p·!'f.~. 
Bait. 
Cleve. 
Ci·'cin 

South 
WL T Pct 
3 2 0 .600 
3 2 0 .600 
2 3 0 400 
2 'J 0 400 

North 
W LT Pct 
3 2 0 .600 
3 2 0 .600 
2 2 0 .500 
2 3 0 .400 

West 

PF PA 
181135 
159 80 
93105 
55131 

PF PA 
120 115 
105102 
115100 
88 93 

PF PA 
79110 

109 75 
76 60 
83114 

WL T Pct PF PA 
Kan. City 4 1 0 .BOO 128 BO 
LA Char. 2 2 0 .500 110104 
Vegas 2 3 0 .400 79114 
Denver 1 4 0 200 121181 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

Phila. 
Dallas 
Wash. 
NYG 

East 
W L T Pct 
5 0 0 1.000 
3 2 0 .600 
2 3 0 .400 
1 4 0 .200 

South 
W L T Pct 

Tampa 3 1 0 .750 
Atlanta 3 2 0 .600 
New Ori. 3 2 0 .600 
Carolina O 5 0 .000 

North 

PF PA 
141104 
134 83 
109160 
62153 

PF PA 
84 68 
83 96 
96 76 
91144 

Detroit 
Gr. Bay 
Chicago 
Minn. 

W LT Pct PF PA 
4 1 0 .800 148107 
2 3 0 .400 113113 
1 4 0 .200 115157 
1 4 0 .200 110 122 

West 
WL T Pct PF PA 

San Fran . 5 0 0 1.000 167 68 
Seattle 3 1 O .750 111 91 
LA Rams 2 3 O .400 112108 
Arizona 1 4 0 .200 108136 

Thursday's Game 
Denver at Kansas City, 8:15 p.m. 

Sunday's Games 
Baltimore vs Tennessee at 
London, GBR, 9:30 a.m. 
Carolina at Miami, 1 p.m. 
Indianapolis at Jacksonville, 
1 p.m. 
Minnesota at Chicago, 1 p.m. 
New Orleans at Houston, 1 
p.m . 
San Fran. at Cleveland, 1 p.m. 
Seattle, at Cincinnati, 1 p.m. 
Washington at Atlanta, 1 p.m. 
New England at Las Vegas, 
4:05 p.rn. 
Arizona at L.A. Rams, 4:25 p.m. 
Detroit at Tampa Say, 4:25 p.m. 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets, 4:25 
p.m. 
N.Y. Giants at Buffalo. 8:20 p.m. 
Open: Pittsburgh, Green Say 

Monday, Oct. 16 
Dallas at L.A. Chargers, 8:15 

Canal Fulton Northwest (5-3) 11. Oak Hill 10.76 4 1 GP w LOT Pts GFGA say Mansuetto. Addi Hanson and Monti Smith also 
7.475, 11. Ashtabula Edge- 12. Jefferson 10.44 3 2 Phila. o o o o o o o got in on the scoring parade as the win moved Wheel-
wood (4-41 7.4125, 12. Girard 13. Pburg 10.43 4 2 Cot. o o o o o o o mg Central to I 5-4- r. Tyler moves to 2-14. 
(4-4) 7.2, 13. East Liverpool 14. G Wash 10.33 3 3 Car. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 A • • Wh 1. C 1· I H 
(5-31 6.8625, 14. Hubbard (4- 15. Whg Park 10.02 :: 2 Island. o o o o o o o ss1stmg on ee mg entra s goa s was anson 
4) 6.4171, 15. Peninsula Wo- 16. Musselmn 8.88 2 3 Rang. o o o o o o o with three. Ratcliffe and Mansuetto with two each, 
odridge (4-41 6.375, 16. Ak- 19. Brooke 8.13 3 3 Wash. o o o o o o o and Katie Tiu and Lilly Whitelatch with one apiece. 
ron Buchtel (3-51 5.6218, 17. 29• John Mar. 4•53 1 5 N.J. 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 Bella Fitzsimmons kept a clean sheet for the Ma-
Warrensville Hts. (2-61 4.3, 18. AA Pitts. 1 0 1 0 o 2 4 
Mogadore Field (3-51 4.0293, School Rating Won lost WESTERN CONFERENCE roon Knights With six saves. 
19. Ravenna (3-5) 3.9457, 20. 1. Roane 12.33 6 o Central Division Oak Glen 4. St. Clairsville 1 
Parma Hts. Holy Name (2-6) 2. N Marion 11.70 4 1 GP W LOTPts GF GA NEW MANCHESTER - Kami Ward scored three 
~~;i~~ 15 _ 1. Thornville t ~~o~~t Snr n~~ ~ ~ ~~i~. ci ci g g ~ ri ~ [Oals and Natasha Ward added the other tally as the 
Sheridan (8-0) 21.2125. 2. 5. Philp Barbr 10.80 5 o Dall. o o o o o o o uolden Bears rolled past the visiting Red Devils. 
Steubenville (7·1) 20.0638, 6. Mngo Cntrl 10.23 5 1 St. L. o o o o o o o Emma Gasher talhed the Ione St. Clairsville goal 
3. Cols. Bishop Hartley (6-21 7. Weir 10.00 5 1 Colo. o o o o o o o off an assist by Delaney Florence 
17.3718, 4. St. Clairsville {7• 8. Winfield 9.92 4 1 Minn. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 OVAC VOLLEYBALL 
lJ-2

1?'~~~:;A L~~ki~TrcY:J:~~ ~o~~~a~~~~vr ~:~~ ! ~ ~~~h. ~ g ~ g g ~ g Oak Glen Advances To 4A Final 
Logan Elm (7-1) 14.1, 7. Cols. 11.lewis 8.58 3 2 Pacific Division NEW MANCHESTER - Being a perennial con-
Bishop Ready (7-1113.6654, 8. 12. Est Fmont 8.52 4 1 GP w LOT Pts GF GA tender, the Golden Bears are certainly aware when 
Plain City Jonathan Alder (6· 13. Liberty 8.10 4 1 Cal. o o o o o o o the OV AC tournament starts the games get toukoher. 
2) 13.375, 9. Cols. East (6-2J 14. Nitro 7.86 3 2 Van. o o o o o o o F · B L I h' h h d d ~ d O GI 
13.2904, 10. Gallipolis Gallia 15. Keyser 7.60 3 2 s. J. o o o o o o o acmg eaver oca . w IC a e1eate a en 
Acad. (7-1) 12.9796, 11. Cols. 16. Lincoln 7.55 4 2 L.Ang. o o o o o o o in the conference semifinals each of the past two sea-
Eastmoor Acad. (5·3111.9968, 31. Oak Gin 3.75 1 5 Sea. o o o o o o o sons, Morgan Poling and company knew they'd be in 
12. lndianValley(5 3! 11.0625, A Ana O O O O O O O f • II hf. h 
13 Duncan Falls Ph .lo (5 3) School Rat·1ng Won Lost v • o o o o o o o or an espec.:ia Y toug 1g t. 
10:6125, 14. Vinton 

I 
County 1. Jms Mnroe 9.75 4 o Ed~. o o o o o o o Oak Glen started strong. winning the first two sets 

P 1) 10.3876, 15. Cols. Mar• 2. Tucker 9.17 6 O NOTE: Two points for a win, by scores of 25- I 4 and 25-I 2. The visitors, though. 
ion-Franklin (4-4) 9.3125. 16. 2. Willmstwn 9.17 6 0 one point for overtime loss. rallied in the third to extend the match with a 25-21 
Carrollton (5-31 9.2125, 17. 4. Grnbrier Wst 8.40 5 O Top three teams in each divi- victory. 
Johnstown (4-41 7.325, 18. 5. Montcalm 8.25 4 0 sion and two wild cards per BOYS SOCCER Morgan (4-4) 6.525, 19. Fair• 6. Wahama 8.20 5 0 conference advance to play-
field Union 14·41 4.7375, 20. 7. Man 8.14 4 1 offs. Steubenville 10, Indian Creek 0 

STEUBENVILLE - Matt Loot scored three goals 
and added his school-record 23rd assist of the season 
as Big Red ( 10-5-1) blanked the Redskins. 

Claymont 13•51 4.6288 8. Tug Valley 7.74 4 1 Tuesday's Games 
Division V 9. St. Marys 7.52 4 1 Tampa Bay 5, Nashville 3 

Region 17 1. Perry (8-0) 10. Tyler 7.20 5 0 Chicago 4, Pittsburgh 2 
22.0625, 2. South Range (7-1) 11. Cameron 6.60 4 1 Seattle at Vegas, late 
19.6951, 3. Creston Norwayne 12. Sherman 6.20 3 2 Wednesday's Games 
(8 0) 16.3, 4. Harrison Central 13. Doddridge 6.08 3 2 Montreal at Toronto, 7 p.m. 

Joey Rice added a pair of net-finders. while Cole 
Bowers. Luke Dinovo. Mason Montgomery. Drew 
Stimpert and Enrico Batolini Baldelli also had goals. {6-2) 12.875, 5. Garrettsville 14. Moorefield 5.92 3 2 Ottawa at Carolina, 7 p.m. 

Garfield 18-0) 12.8444, 6. Lo- 15. Summers 5.87 3 3 Chicago at Boston, 7:30 p.m. 
rain Clearview (6-2) 11 5332, 16. Est Hardy 5.72 3 2 Colorado at Los Angeles, 10 
7. Ridgewood (6·2110.6625, 8. 17. Paden City 5.68 4 1 p.m. 

Bowers added three assists. while Nick Nurczyk. 
James Devereaux. Gabe Manin. Aidan Morales and 
Isaac Rosel all had a helper each. Sandy Valley (5-3) 8.2625, 9. 20. Valley 5.37 4 2 Edmonton at Vancouver, 10 

Burton Berkshire (4-4) 7.8441, 22. Madonna 4.64 2 3 p.m. 
10. Conneaut (5-3) 7.7125, 11. 24. Hundred 4.36 2 3 Winnipeg at Calgary, 10 p.m. Robby Lucas made two saves. 

(Late Monday) 
BOYS SOCCER 

Edison (6-21 7.3889, 12. Cort- 28. Whg Cent. 4.03 2 4 Thursday's Games 
land Lakeview (4-4) 7.1125, 40. Magnolia 2.28 0 5 N.Y. Rangers at Buffalo, 7 
13. Youngstown Liberty (3- p.m. 
5) 5.95, 14. Smithville (5-3) I QVAC FOOTBALL I Philadelphia at Columbus, 7 

OV AC Third-Place Game 
Brooke 4. Steubenville 2 4.5082, 15. Orrville (4·4) 4.5. p.m. 

16. Chagrin Falls (3-5) 4.35, 17. Detroit at New Jersey, 7:30 WELLSBURG - Ben Ferguson scored twice and 
Chance Brozstek made IO saves as the Bruin!> ( 13-
5} doubled up the Big Red. Chase Hile and Christian 
Packer also scored for Brooke. 

Coshocton (2-6) 4.0125, 18. CLASS 5-A p.m. 
Navarre Fairless (2-6) 3.8375, School W L T TG CP AVE. Florida at Minnesota, 8 p.m. 
19. Mantua Crestwood (4-4) Steuben 7 1 0 8 52065.00 Seattle at Nashville, 8 p.m. 
3.2986, 20. Wooster Triway (3- Mtown 5 1 0 6 35058.33 St. Louis at Dallas, 8 p.m. 
51 3.2625 Pburg Sth4 2 0 6 30050.00 Vegas at San Jose, 10:30 p.m. 
Region 19 • 1. Ironton (7- Whl Park 3 2 0 5 23547.00 Friday's Games 

Dylan Black, Devin Cipoktti and Nick Sagan all 
recorded assists. 

1) 18.9375, 2. Proctorville Brooke 4 3 0 7 28540.71 Arizona at New Jersey, 7 p.m. 
Fairland (7 -11 18.0669, 3. University3 3 0 6 23038.33 Pittsburgh at Washington, 
Canal Winchester Harvest Dover 4 4 0 8 27033.75 7:30 p.m. Rangers Sweep Orioles 
Prep. (6-11 17.4675, 4. West Marietta 4 4 0 B 26032.50 
Muskingum (7-11 15.45, 5. Warren 3 5 0 8 18022.50 
Barnesville (8-0) 15.4407, 6. J. Marsh. 1 6 0 7 8512.14 
Gahanna Cols. Acad. (8-0) CLASS 4-A 
14.95, 7. Portsmouth West School W L T TG CP AVE. 
17-1) 14.9211, 8. Heath (6-2f St. Clair 7 1 0 B 50563.13 
11.3125, 9. South Point (5-31 Weir 6 1 0 7 41058.57 
9.9217, 10. Cols. Africentric (5- H Central 6 2 0 B 38548.13 
3) 9.6625, 11. Wheelersburg Edison 6 2 0 8 37046.25 
(4-3) 9.3283, 12. Union Local Beaver 5 3 0 8 34543.13 
(5-3) 8.5332, 13. Utica (5 3) East Liv 5 3 0 8 33541.88 
7.9875, 14. New Lexington Oak Glen 1 6 0 7 60 8.57 
(4-41 7.925, 15. Minford (4-3) Ind Creek 1 7 O 8 60 7.50 
7.0476, 16. Centerburg (4•41 Buckeye 1 7 0 8 50 6..25 
6.8125, 17. Portsmouth (4-4) Camb 0 8 0 8 0 0.00 
6.709, 18. Worthington Chris- CLASS 3-A 
tian (3-5) 6.411, 19. Chesa- School W LT TG CP AVE. 
peake (3-5) 5.2759, 20. Piketon Barnes 8 O O 8 49061.25 
(5-3) 4.9834 Fort Frye 6 2 0 8 43554.38 

Division VI Union 5 3 0 8 35544.38 
Region 23 • 1. West Jefferson Bellaire 4 4 0 8 26032.50 
(8-0) 19.5625, 2. Garaway (8- Linsly 3 3 0 6 18030.00 
OJ 18.8875, 3. Fort Frye (5-2) M Ferry 5 3 0 8 20025.00 
11.8638, 4. Galion Northmor Shenan. 3 5 0 8 17521.88 
{6-2) 9.475, 5. Nelsonv le-York Whg Cent3 4 0 7 14020.00 
{7-1) 9.303, 6. Martins Fer- BucTrail 2 6 0 8 60 7.50 
ry (5-3) 8.6641 . 7. East Knox MagnoliaO 6 0 6 0 0.00 
(5-3) 7.575, 8. Grandview CLASS 2-A 
Hts. (5-3) 7.4125, 9. Glouster School W L T TG CP AVE. 
Trimble (4-317.3175, 10. Coal Toronto 7 1 0 8 41551.88 
Grove Dawson Bryant (4-41 Steu Cath8 0 0 8 33541.88 
7.0095, 11. Newcomerstown River 5 2 0 7 28040.00 
(5·3) 6.8, 12. Marion Elgin (6- Caldwell 6 2 O 8 29536.88 
21 6.5875, 13. Bellaire (4-4) Sou Local6 2 0 8 26533.13 
6.2519, 14. Tuscarawas Valley M Central4 4 0 8 23529.38 
(4-4) 5.9, 15. Grove City Chris• Bport 3 5 0 8 15018.75 
tian (5-3) 5.0875, 16. John· Shady 2 6 0 8 11514.38 
stown Northndge (2-6) 4.575, Clay Batt 2 4 0 6 7011.67 
17. Loudonville (3-5) 4.2, 18. Frontier 1 7 0 8 50 6.25 
Shenandoah (3-51 3.7054, 19. CLASS 1·A 
Crooksville (3-5) 3.4625, 20. School W L T TG CP AVE. 
Newark Cath. (2-6) 3.4457 Cameron 5 1 0 6 23038.33 

Division VII Paden 5 1 0 6 20033.33 
Region 25 - 1. Malvern (7 Bllsville 5 3 0 8 21526.88 
11 14.625, 2. Danvilie (8-0) Valley 4 3 0 7 17525.00 
14.525, 3. Dalton (6-1113.7095, Conotton 4 4 0 8 16020.00 
4. New Middletown Spring- Madonna3 3 0 6 12020.00 
field (6-2) 12.175, 5. Berlin Hundred 2 4 0 6 8013.33 
Center Western Reserve 16-2) Wllsv!lle 1 7 0 8 40 5.00 
11.9154, 6. Jeromesville Hills• 
dale [6-2) 11.5354, 7 Monro 
eville (6-21 11.5234, 8. Lowell 
ville (7-1) 11.2625, 9. Toronto 
[7-1) 11.125, 10. Steubenville 
Catholic {8·0) 10.7813, 11. Lu 
cas (5-3) 10.0372, 12. Lisbon 
David Anderson (6·2) 9.0625, 
13. Southern Local (6·2f 
8.5875, 14. Norwalk St. Paul 
(4-41 7.6951, 15. McDonald (5-
3) 7.575, 16. Conotton Valley 
{4-4) 4.0, 17. Fairport Harbor 
Fairport Harding (3-5) 2.8431, 
18. Ashtabula St. John School 
(2-5) 1.9206, 19. Richmond 

I MLB PLAYOFFS I 
x-if necessary 

DIVISION SERIES 
[Best-of-5) 

American League 
Texas 3, Baltimore 0 

Tuesday, Oct. 10 - Texas 7, 
Baltimore 1 

Houston 2, Minnesota 1 
Tuesday, Oct. 10 - Houston 9, 
Minnesota 1 
Wednesday, Oct. 11 - Haus­
~~~., a! ~i~~~~?ta (Ryan 11-10), 

I NBA PREsEAsoN I Out Of The MLB Playoffs 
EASTERN CONFERENCE ARLINGTON. Texas slow steps out of the bat-

Atlantic Division (AP) - Corey Seager tcr' s box - made it 6-0 
W L Pct GB -

New York 1 o 1.000 - and Adolis Gare a hom- in the second to chase 
Toronto 1 o 1.000 - erect early. Nathan Eoval- Oriole!> right-hander 
Boston 1 1 •5oo ½ di struck out seven over Dean Kremer. the lsrae-
Brooklyn O 1 .000 1 
Philadelphia o 1 .ooo 1 seven innmgs in another h-Amerlcan pitcher mak-

Southeast Division series-clinching start and ing his first career post-
Miami 'f' ~ 1:o~ GB the Texas Rangers com- season start. 
Atlanta 1 o 1.000 pleted an AL Division It was the first Rangers 
Orlando 1 o 1.000 Series sweep of the Bal- pla),off game at Globe 
~8:r~~tte J ~ 1:ggg timore Orioles with a 7-1 Life Field, the stadi-

Central Division victory Tuesday night. um that was brand new 
w L Pct GB The Rangers, whose in 2020 when it hosted 

Milw. 1 1 • 500 loss at Seattle on the last much of MLB's neutral 
g~~=go g ~ :ggg ~ day of the regular season postseason during the 
Detroit o 1 .ooo ½ made them a wild-card COVID-19 pandemic. 
Indiana o 2 .ooo 1 team instead of the AL Seager is one of five 

WESTERN CONFERENCE h • h T h' h d Southwest Division West c amp1on. ave exas Itters w o starte 
w L Pct GB since won all five of their for the AL squad in this 

Memphis 2 o 1.000 postseason game~. They year·s All-Star Game. 
~~:~~- 6 ~ 1:ggg ~½ are going to the American That is quite a lineup for 
San Antonio o 1 .ooo 1 ½ League Championship Bruce Bochy. the three-
Dallas o 2 .ooo 2 Series for the first time time World Serics-win-

Northwest Division since 2011. ning manager with San 
Minnesota f ~ 1:0~ GB Baltimore won an AL- Francisco who was hired 
Utah 1 o 1.000 ½ high IO J games and was by the Rangers last off-
g~~~;/Y J g 1:ggg 1 never swept in a series season and is now going 
Portland o o .ooo 1 during the regular season. to hi~ first AL Champion-

Pacific Division but the AL East champi- ship Series. 
Golden St. 'f' ~ ~~

00 
GB ons are done after a sweep Astros 9, Twins 1 

Phoenix 1 o 1.000- at the most inopportune M I N N EA PO L I S 
L.A. Lakers 1 1 .500 ½ time. The Orioles have (AP) - Jose Abreu hit 
L.A. Clippers o 1 .ooo 1 Jost eight playoff games a three-run homer for 
Sacramento 0 1 .ooo 1 in a row over the past IO Houston in a four-run 

Tuesday's Games 
Madrid 121, Dallas 123 seasons. first inning against Son-
Washington 145, Cairns 82 Seager pulled a 445- ny Gray ~and piled on 
Miami 113, Charlotte 109 ~ d • • t th • ht • h h t • 
Atlanta 108, Cleveland 107 ioot nve m O e ng - wit a two-run S O m 
Houston 122. Indiana 103 field seats in the first the ninth. powering the 
Memphis 108, Milwaukee 102 inning, and Gare a·s Astros past the Minne­
Orlando 122, New Orleans 105 three-run homer _ one sota Twins on Tuesda)' 
Denver at Phoenix, late 
L.A. Clippers vs Utah, late the All-Star slugger ad- for a 2-1 lead in their AL 
New Zealand Breakers at Port- mired while taking a few Division Series. 
land, late 

Wednesday's Games 
Boston at Philadelphia, 7 p.m. 
L.A. Lakers vs Sacramento, 10 
p.m., Anaheim, Calif. 
~- , ~-hu~~~y'~ _Ga!71eS ~ 

OSU's Henderson Expected 
To Return; Egbuka Unlikely 
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AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Penguins' Erik 
Karlsson (65) collides with 
Chicago Blackhawks' Taylor 
Hall during the first period of a 
game in Pittsburgh, Tuesday. 

Pens Drop 
Opener, 4-2 

I 

PITTSBURGH (AP) - Connor 
Bedard did not disappoint in his 
NHL debut. 

The Chicago Blackhawks rook­
ie picked up an assist and dazzled 
occasionally with his skating as 
Chicago rallied past Sidney Crosby 
and the Pittsburgh Penguins 4-2 on 
Tuesday night. 

The 18-year-old Bedard, the top 
pick in the NHL draft. played over 
21 minutes, often sharing the ice 
with Crosby. one of his idols. Be­
dard registered five of the 35 shots 
Chicago fired at Tristan Jarrv as the 
Blackhawks began a new era with 
an impressive victory over the vet­
eran-laden Penguins. 

Chicago trailed 2-0 when Cros­
by began his 19th ~eason by scor­
ing his 5 51 st career goaL a shot 
into an open net off a pass from 
Jake Guentzel 11 :56 into the sec­
ond period. 

The Blackhawks roared back 
behind a goal from Ryan Donato 
- with a ~econdary assist from 
Bedard - in the second ~riod 
and Cole Guttman·s goal IU1dway 
through the third. Jason Dickinson 
gave Chicago the lead with 4:31 
remaining. Nick Foligno·s emp­
ty-netter with l :33 to go sent most 
of the sellout crowd that came to 
watch one of the NHL ·s brightest 
stars take on one of its newest. 

Petr Mrazek stopped 38 shots 
for the Blackhawks. 

Crosby and Bryan Rust scored 
for the Penguins, who had their run 
of 16 consecutive playoff appear­
ances end last spring thanks_ m part 
to a late-season pratfall agamst the 
Blackhawks. 

Martins Ferry's 
Lindsey Best pre­
pares for a kill 
during Tuesday 
night's OV AC 
Class 3A semifi­
nals inside 'The 
Hangar' at Union 
Local. The Jets 

Army Excited As Nailers 
Open 31st Training Camp 

Photo by Kim North 
Wheeling Nailers head coach Derek Army talks to the media Tuesday afternoon following the second of two 
practices on the opening day of training camp in preparation for the team's 31st season in the Friendly City. The 
camp continues through next week at WesBanco Arena. A preseason game will be played on Sunday at home 
as Cincinnati visits for a 2:1 o p.m. face-off. 

Wheeling Opens Camp With 29 Players; Home-Opener Set For Nov. 4 
By KIM NORTH 

Staff Writer 
WHEELING - The Wheeling Nailers dropped the puck on 

their 31st training camp Monday morning on the ice inside 
WesBanco Arena. 

Head Coach Derek Army is excited about what will happen 
over the course of the next week or so. 

"The energy in practice today 
was incredible today, so there's a lot to 

be excited about." 

Wheeling Nailers Head Coach Derek Army .. rve been very excited since last season's end. Your goal 
is to get into the playoffs. but unfortunately. that didn ·r hap­
pen:' he said Tuesday following the second of two practices '-------------------------' 
on the first day of camp. ''From finding some players that we 
wanted in the development aspect I think we are in a really 
good spot. 

"The energy in practice today was incredible today. so 
there's a lot to be excited about.'' 

Army and first-year assistant coach Mitch Giguere have 
compiled a roster of I 8 forwards. eight defem,emen. and 
three goaltenders for a total of 29 players to begm training 
camp. The Nailers announced late Tuesday afternoon that 
eight players had been added to the training camp ro.~ter from 
the Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins. 

Practices on Wednesday and Thursday will abo be split 
into two groups, but with an added twist -- both days will 
feature a scrimmage from 11- I I :45 a.m. On Friday, there 
will be a morning skate, with the groups taking to the ice 
from 10-10:30 and 10:30-11. That night will feature an in­
trasquad scrimmage, which starts at 7: IO p.m. The first week 
will conclude with a preseason game against the Cincinnati 
Cyclones on Sunday at 2: IO p.m. 

All practices are open to the public, and fans must stay in 
the seating bowl. as ice level access is not permitted. The in-

trasquad ~crimmage and preseason game are both free to at­
tend with open seating. 

Leading the list of players coming from the AHL ·s Baby 
Pens is forward Justin Addamo. He had an enormous rookie 
season with 2 I goals and 33 points in 42 ECHL games. as 
well as five AHL goals, which helped him earn an AHL con­
tract from the Wilke!,-Barre/Scranton Penguins. 

"Justin was incredible for us last year. We only had him for 
30 games. but during that time we were competitive and he 
was a big part of it." Army praised. 

Joining Addamo is goaltender Taylor Gauthier who returns 
for his second professional season. He started last year in 
Wheeling. then played the entire second half of the campaign 
for Wilkes-Barre/Scranton. Between the two levels. he posted 
a 16-10-7 record in 36 appearances. 

On the blueline. the Nailers also received rookie Thimo 
Nickl. Nickl is a 2 I -year old native of Austria, who is set 
to make his North American pro debut, after playing the last 
three seasons in Sweden. He was originally selected by the 
Anaheim Ducks in the 2020 NHL Entry Draft. 

Please see NAILERS. Pa~e JO 

OVAC CLASS 3A VOLLEYBALL SEMIFINALS 

I Union Local Sweeps Martins Ferry 
-----•. 

1
, By NICK HENTHORN 

Sports Editor 
head coach Kaye Sechrest said. '"We 
started slow. thev came out on fire, 
and we got behind. 

soared to a sweep •---~-------•~ of the Purple Rid-

MORRISTOWN - Adding to a 
nine-game Tuesday slate to open up 
the 2023 OV AC Tournament. No. 
3 Martins Ferry came out swinging 
against their hosts. the No. 2 Union 
Local Jets. taking a 8-4 lead to start 

----•I the first ,et. 

··sometimes I think we like to play 
from behind. They came out strong. 
we survived and kind of doused it. 
and we controlled it from that point 
on." 

The Jets and Purple Riders traded 
high-impact plays at the match·s on­
set. high-velocity kills and emphat­
ic blocks on both sides signaling the 
heightened atmosphere of a tourna 
ment game as Ferry came out on tOp 
of the early exchanges. 

ers and will play 
Saturday for the 
championship. 

Photo by Nick 
Henth r 

The Jets had fuel to burn though. 
wading through rough early-goings to 
win the ,et 2 5- 1 9. and never letting 
the Purple Rider\ get that clo'ie again, 
sweeping Martin~ Ferry 25 19. 25-
11 . 25- 16 to advance in the 3A con 
·erence tourney. 

·They played well:' Union Local Please .1ee UNION. Page 1 
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To Injured Reserve Philadelphia. The person spoke to the 

AP on condition of ano­
nymity because the teams 
were still completing the 
deal. 

Jefferson is a 2020 
second-round pick who 
played a steady role on 
the Rams' offense when 
healthy for his first three 
NFL seasons. He staited 
every game in Los Ange­
les· 2021-22 champion­
ship season. setting career 
highs with 50 catches for 
802 yards and six touch­
downs before catching 
four passes in the Super 

Jefferson's fate was 
fairly clear when he 
played only two offen­
sive snaps against the 
Eagles. with even Ben 
Skowronek getting more 
playing time. Jefferson 
has eil!ht catches for I 08 
yards this season. 

Jefferson could con­
tribute quickly with the 
Falcons. who have ques­
tionable depth and little 
production at receiver be­
hind USC product Drake 
London. who has I 7 
catches for 204 yards and 

LB Leighton Vander 
Esch. whose history of 
neck injuries includes sur­
gery. didn't return after 
appearing to jam his neck 
in a collision with Parsons 
in the second half. 

McCarthy said Monday 
he is likely headed to in­
jured reserve along with 
special teams ace C.J. 
Goodwin. who left with a 
shoulder injury. 

UNION 
(Continued from Page 9) 

Union Local seized momentum of 
their own to take a lead which !:!rew 
14-1 I. but the pendulum swung ,,gain 
for Ferry. who ra£tled off four straight 
points to flip the set to their advan­
tage. I 5-14. 

Union Local called timeout. and 
coming out of the huddle. the Jets out ­
scored the Riders 7-1 over the next 
eight volleys. crui~ing to a 25-19 set 
win. 

"I think we started out fantastic ... 
Martins Ferry head coach Jaela Koller 
said. "But we have some work to do. 
Once we get ahead. we have to learn 
how to finish .• , 

The hosts led wire-to-wire in the 
second set. scoring the last eight 
points of the set to win 2 5-1 I. ~ 

Martins Ferry clung to a slim ad­
vantage through the early stages of 
the third set with the match on the 
line. leading 5-4. A quick three-point 
swing boosted the Jets to a 7-5 advan­
tage, and the momentum stayed with 
Union Local. who built a 15-9 advan­
tage. 

Teegan Day smashed a kill from the 

Goodwin is a Linsly 
graduate and played in the 
20 I 7 Super Bowl with 
Atlanta. 

outside to seal the match point. 25-16. 
··1t was a team effort.·· Sechrest 

said. "Good serving. that helps. Good 
blocking. good net play. Julie. my 
libero in the bad row. she gets to a 
lot of balls. Tonight it was just every­
body.·· 

Sechre~t said she wa, lookinl! for­
ward to the Jeb· next matchup. a 
9 a.m. date with the No. I -ranked 
Shenandoah Zeps. who likewise swept 
their semi final opponent Tuesday. 

For Union Local. Ella Pietranton 
had a team-high nine kills along with 
two block~. while Laken Vinskovich 
had eight kills and two blocks. Alay­
na Logan piled up 20 assists, Delaney 
Butler had I 5 assists and IO digs. and 
Jute Broussard had 16 digs. 

For Martins Ferrv. SJ Koller had 25 
digs. Giana Chirpas had ~ix kills and 
four blocks. Sydney Koller added se,·­
en kills and I 3 digs. Lindc;ey Rest had 
five kills and nine digs. while Maddie 
Lucas had I 3 assists: 

In the clas-. 5A tournament. No. 4 
John Marshall fell to No. 1 Morgan­
town 3-0. 25-19. 25 17. 25-19. 

iht Jlnttlligtnttr~ 
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Paden City, New Martinsville, 

Moundsville, South Wheeling , Elm Grove, 

West Liberty, Weirton, Follansbee, Woodsfield, 

Barnesville, Cadiz, Bridgeport, St. Clairsville, Bellaire 

WINNER WILL 
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FOR 1 YEAR. 
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season of his three-year NHL entry lev­
el contract. Frasca collected I 2 points in 
36 games with the Nailers. and really hit 
his stride in March. when he scored four 
times in a five-game span. 

Lukas Svejkovsky. 2020 fou1th-round 
draft pick. begins his second pro season. 
after recording I 5 points as a rookie with 
Wilkes-BaJTe/Scranton. Svejkovsky had 
electric.: numbers in juniors. as he finished 
the 2021-22 season with 76 points in 57 
games. Tv Glover also enters his second 
season in' the Orl!,lllization. after tallying 
seven goals and~l 2 points for the AHL 
Penguins a vear a)!o. Glover will be the 
fou11h player in team history from En­
g land. Dillon Hamaliuk was acquired by 
Pittsburgh in a trade with the San Jose 
Sharks over the summer. Hamaliuk spent 
the majority of the 2021-22 season with 
the AHL's San Jose Barracuda. then 
amassed seven points in six games last 
vear with the Wichita Thunder. Evan Vi­
erling earned an AHL contract this ~um­
mer. followinl! an outstandinl! conclusion 
to his junior career. Vierling fini~hed fifth 
in the OHL with 9 5 points as a member of 
the 8a1Tie Colts. 

Also in camp arc netminders David 
Tern.leek. who is entering his fou11h pro 
season after spending his first three years 
in the Arizona Coyotes organization. 
Tendeck went 12-12-5 with the Atlanta 
Gladiators last season. and also earned a 
victorv for the AHL's Tucson Roadrun­
ners. Oskar Autio made his fi rst pro start 
in last vear·s season finale. as he made 19 
saves on 22 shots for the Nailers in Iowa. 
Autio played collegiately at Penn State 
and the Universitv of Yennont. 

On the bluelirie. David Drake returns 
to anchor the defense. after being one of 
three Wheeling players to play in all 72 
games a vear ago. Drake is the lone veter­
an on thfs yca?s squad. as he has played 
in 262 profes-;ional games. Louie Roehl 
and Da,·is Bunz return for their second 
pro seasons. and the two had nearly iden­
tical tH!mbers in their rookie campaigns. 
Roehl fini-;hcd with 24 points in 60 
game~. while Buni' recorded 23 points in 
5~ games. Scba~tian Dirvcn is the final 
returning member of the defense. as he 
began his pro career with three points in 
four contests during the spring. 

There are three newcomers to the de­
fen~c. Quinn Wichers was acquired by 
the Nailers in a trade chi:- summer. and he 
is entering hi~ third pro season. Wichers 
:,pent the majority of his first two years 
playing a -;)mtdo,\ n role for the Rapid 
Cit~ Rlhh. \\htlc mixing Ill AHL stints 

wvu 
(Continued from Page 9) 
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playing in all 72 games a year ago. Fe­
lix Pare is back for his third season in a 
Wheeling unifonn, as he raised his point 
total last year. despite playing in 14 fewer 
games due to injury. Speaking of injuries. 
Matthew Quercia and Shaw Boomhower 
are looking forward to putting those be­
hind them and finding their magic from 
the 2021-22 season. Quercia scored the 
infamous overtime goal in game seven to 
defeat Fort Wayne. while Boomhower led 
the team with 127 penalty minutes and 
chipped into the offense with 13 points. 
Cam Hausinger begins his third season 
in Wheeling, after recording 62 point~ in 
8 7 regular season games. in addition to 
nine goals in ten playoff contests. Bob­
by Hampton is also entering his third 
campaign with the Nailers, as he has 32 
points in 93 games over his first two sea­
sons with the club. Wheeling native Peter 
Laviolette III is back for year number two 
with his hometown team, as he put up 1 I 
points and 96 penalty minutes. 

Four players who joined the Nailers at 
the end of last season have returned for 
what will officially be their rookie sea­
son~. after getting an initial taste of the 
pro game. Jarrett Lee wasted little time in 
making a name for himself, as he notched 
three points in his pro debut. He finished 
with eight points in 13 matches. Tan­
ner Laderoute won an NCAA National 
Championship at the University of Min­
nesota-Duluth, and is looking to bring that 
winning fonnula to Wheeling. where he 
registered seven points in his first 11 pro 
contests. David Jankowski found the net 
often in the spring. as he racked up three 
goals and six points in seven games with 
the Nailers. Matt Koopman also put his 
name onto the scoresheet with great fre­
quency. as he snagged seven points in his 
first 14 games. Additionally. Dominiks 
Marcinkevics will be making his Wheel­
ing and ECHL debut. but already has a 
year of pro hockey under his belt. as he 
totaled 32 points in 53 games last sea­
son with the SPHL's Roanoke Rail Yard 
Dawgs. 

The Nailers will have an intrasquad 
scrimmage on Friday at 7: IO p.m .. fol­
lowed by a preseason game against Cin­
cinnati on Sunday at 2: I 0. Both contests 
are free to attend with open seating. 

The 2023-24 regular season begins 
on Saturday. Oct. 21. when Wheeling 
visits Cincinnati at 7:35 p.m. The home 
opener is Saturday. Nov. 4 at 7: I 0 
against Reading. '·Mad" Chad Taylor 
will be ~he star of the night. as he jug­
gles chainsaws. 

··Arc you going to play 
a perfect game? No. Arc 
you going to pitch a shut­
out evcrv game? Mnre 
than likely nor. But you do 
stri vc for that. You ha\-C to 
point that out and it\ h.:ird 
,ometim-!s when everv­
boJy 1-; it:elm~ pretty good 
Jlter a win. You still ha\'e 
hJ coJTect those thml!s:' 

Then it suffered two cruel 
lossec; in the TCU game. 
having the team's best 
defensive player knocked 
out in Aubrey Burks and 
then having a rising star at 
lmebacker. Trey Lathan. 
be lost for the vear with a 
broken ankle. -

Sean Martin:· Lesley said . 
"The whole group goes 

as they do. It's a tribute to 
them. but it's also a trib­
ute to how every assistant 
coach handles their rooms 
and the message every 
week and getting them 
prepared for when those 
things happen.'' 

Thev have had to over­
come • some problems 
alum: the wa\' . bel!inning 
wiih ~ Penn Si.ite prcn-ing 
it-.ell lo be much supe-
1 ior in the opener while 
ranked No. 7 in the coun­
trv. a ,wrt that could have 
piameJ doubt<,. 

Bm WVlJ played 011. 

- i.~~~-.. .. ·' 
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They kept after it. seek­
ing that perfect game. 

"It's a tribute to two 
things ... the guys who 
step up and have been 
leaders for u~. If you ask 
them. every guy is going 
to mention Beanie Bish­
op. every guy is going to 
mention Lee Kpogba and 
probably Mike Lockhart 
and Eddie Yesterinen and 

Defensive tackle Eddie 
Vesterinen is an example 
of what Lesley meam. 
when he talks about the 
defensive players believ­
ing there is more meat on 
their bones. 

'·Personally. l have 
more in me. A-. a de­
fense, we have to start 
faster. We haven't played 
our best defense yet. .. he 
said. "Ifs mental mis­
takes. There· s a lot you 
can correct after a game 
and I am trying to correct 
those things.'' 

One problem has been 
slow defensive starts ... 
Pitt drove the field on 
its fir!>t possession for a 
score. and TCU scored 
three first-half touch­
downs. 

"Go back to the Pitt 
game." Vesterinen in­
structs. "Their first drive. 
they started rolling. but 
it was because of mis!>ed 
tackles. If we made those 
tackles. they wouldn't 
have had that dri,e. And 
Texas Tech. the same. it 
comes back to good fun­
damental footbal l. As a 
defense we are waiting 
for someone to make that 
big play and then we start 
t/\ nl•n • 1a,o .,.. n.nrv1 r\r.i,. 


