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Ohio bowlers sweep OVAC All-Star match 
By MIKE HUGHES 
For. the Times leader 

' 
. WHEELING - The Ohio boys and 

girls recorded a sweep during the inau
gural OV AC All-Star Bowling Match 
held Sunday afternoon at the Rose Bowl 
Lanes in Wheeling. 

: sixteen girls and 13 boys perfonned 
before a packed bowling house with 
near shoulder-to-shoulder capacity for 
tl}e events maiden voyage. 

Ohio entered the competition with a 
somewhat decided advantage. 

While the Buckeye State has recog
nized bowling as an official state asso
ciation sport since 2007, West Virginia 
has yet to make the jump. 

That means most of the Ohio pro
grams have been around longer and 
faced stiff competition during postsea
son tournaments. 

Ohio programs also outnumber West 
Virginia schools in the OV AC itself, 

18-7. 
With the conference's all-star events 

slated for seniors only. it was tougher 
for the West Virginia side to field a 
full complement of bowler~. The girls' 
side managed to find eight. but the boys 
competed with just six. 

That required a few minor adju,t
ments during the alternate shot portion 
of the competition, but all in all. the first 
all-star event in bowling went off with 
out a hitch. 

AP PHOTO 
MICHIGAN STATE guard Tyson Walker (2) and guard A.J. Hoggard {11) celebrate defeating Marquette in a second-round 
college basketball game in the men's NCAA Tournament in Columbus, Ohio, Sunday. 

Michigan State outlasts Marquette 
COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) - Tom 

Izzo leaned on star guard and native 
New Yorker Tyson Walker to get 
Michigan State to Madison S4uarc 
Garden for the Sweet 16. 

Walker, a fourth-year player who 
grew up in Westbury on Long Island. 
delivered against Marquette in March 
Madness on Sunday night. scoring 
23 points and punctuating Michigan 
State's 69-60 victory with a steal and 
his first ever collegiate dunk late in the 
game. , 

And Walker wants to make sure his 
68-year-old, Hall of Fame coach has a 
quintessential Big Apple experience. 

"It means everything," said Walker, 
who played two years at Northeastern 
before transferring to Michigan State. 
··Just growing up. seeing everything, 
playing at the Garden. Just to make 
those shots, look over see my dad, see 
how excited he was. That means ev
erything. And I just owe Coach some 
pizza now. And a cab ride." 

Joey Hauser - a Marquette trans
fer - had 14 points and A.J. Hoggard 
had 13 as seventh-seeded Michigan 
State (2 I -12) took over in the last 
three minutes. The Spartans advanced 
to the Sweet 16 for the first time in 
four years and will play third-seeded 

Kansas State in the East Region semi
finals on Thursday. 

"I've been in Elite Eight games: rve 
been in the Final Four - that was as 
intense and tough a game as r ve been 
in my career," Izzo said. "And a lot of 
credit goes to Marquette and (coach) 
Shaka (Smart) and how they played, 
too." 

Izzo reached his 15th regional semi
final and won his record 16th March 
Madness game with a lower-seeded 
team - one more than Syracuse's Jim 
Boeheim, who retired after this season. 

This one was particularly meaning-
See, SPARTV, Page 82 

Xavier eliminates Pitt, 84-73 

AP PHOTO 
~VIER FORWARD Jack Nunge 
&cores against Pittsburgh during the 

~

ond half of a second-round college 
• sketball game in the NCAA Tourna-

nt nn C::11nrl"'" in ~roonchnrf'I /\I r. 

GREENSBORO, N.C. (AP) - Sean 
Miller has unselfish Xavier back in the 
Sweet 16. 

Jack Nunge scored 18 points, Adam 
Kunkel added 15 on five first-half 
3-pointers, and No. 3 seed Xavier beat 
11th-seeded Pittsburgh 84-73 on Sun-

1 

day to advance to the NCAA Tourna
ment's second week for the first time 
since 2017. 

Colby Jones had I O points, 14 re
bounds and seven assists, and Sou
lev Bourn and Jerome Hunter each 
chipped in with 14 points as all five 
Xavier starters scored in double digits. 

Xavier entered the game leading the 
country in assists per game (19.2) and 
had l 7 on l 9 baskets in the fu-st half 
to build a 48-34 lead at the break. The 
Musketeers finished with 22 assists. 

The victory came exactly one year 

after Miller agreed to return as Xavi
er's coach. 

He had coached the Musketeers 
from 2004-09, helping them reach 
the Sweet 16 twice and the Elite Eight 
once before leaving for Arizona. This 
will be Miller's first regional semifinal 
appearance since 2018 with the Wild
cats. 

Miller said he never doubted he 
could still win, but gave the credit to 
his players. 

"I have an amazing group to work 
with," Miller said. "There's a lot of 
coaches that could win with this team, 
and I recognize that. My hope is that 
we have more in us. that we' re able to 
have a great week and make what we 
already feel good about even better." 

Xavier (27-9) moves on to play No. 
c-- ......... VA\IICn n .... ........... C"l 

The Ohio boys' roster featured three 
state qualifiers in East Liverpool's Nate 
Kelly and Conotton Valley's Robet 
Myer and Noah Caldwell. Caldwell 
placed individually at 8th while the 
Rockets finished third overall. 

The team also sported two other dis
trict qualifiers, which amounted to a 
strong start out the gate for the Buckeye 
boys· 

Myer and Kelly were battling for 
See, OHIO, Page 82 

Late charge 
lifts Logano 
to the win 

HAMPTON. Ga. (AP) - Joey Lo
gano and Brad Keselowski gave Atlan
ta and NASCAR a rare clean last-lap 
battle. 

For a change there were no late 
wreck. 

No overtime. 
Just a clean finish between hard rac

ers. 
Logano dominated early and then 

passed Keselowski on the final lap to 
win NASCAR ·s race at Atlanta Motor 
Speedway on Sunday and end the ear
ly season domination of Chevrolet and 
Hendrick Motorsports. 

Logano won the pole and led a strong 
showing of three straight Team Penske 
drivers in qualifying, but Keselowski 
looked like the Ford driver to beat late 
in the race. Keselowski had help from 
Corey LaJoie, but Logano got a push 
from Christopher Bell that proved de
cisive on the final lap. 

"It was lane versus lane, that's what 
it was. inside versus outside," Logano 
said, adding it was natural to expect 
that conflict would inevitably lead to 
contact. 

"Yeah, because it happens just about 
every time." Logano said of Cup driv
ers propensity to wreck late in races. 

Bell finished third in a Toyota and 
LaJoie finished a career-best fourth in 
a Chevrolet. 

''The first win of the season always 
feels better:· said Logano. the reigning 
Cup champion. who led 141 of the 260 
laps. 

Logano's win ended a streak of four 
consecutive victories by Chevrolet to 
open the NASCAR Cup season, includ-

See, LOGANO, Page 82 

AP PHOTO 

JOEY LOGANO celebrates in Victo
ry Lane after winning the NASCAR 
Cup Series auto race at Atlanta Motor 
Soeedwav. Sundav in Hamoton. Ga. 
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Moore delivers surprise, tops Spieth, Schenk at lnnisbrook • OSU 
PALM HARBOR. Fla. 

(AP) - Taylor Moore 
was never really the star 
attraction Sunday at the 
Valspar Championship 
until he had finished hit
ting all the right shots and 
posed with the trophy for 
his first PGA Tour title 
that sends him to the Mas
ters. 

Jordan Spieth provided 
enough compelling the
ater for so much of the 
day. locked in a battle on 
the back nine of the Cop
perhead course at Innis
brook. 

lowed by two tough pars 
for a 4-under 6 7. 

That turned out to be 
a winner when Spieth hit 
his tee shot into the water 
on the I 6th and Schenk, 
going for his first PGA 
Tour victory, hit a drive 
on the final hole that set
tled next to a large pine 
tree. He made bogey and 
finished one shot behind. 

Moore was on the prac
tice range anticipating a 
playoff when he realized 
he had won at I 0-under. 

"l might have been 
under the radar to some 
people watching. but I 
felt like I was in the golf 
tournament from the time 
I teed off today and was 
just excited to control 
what I cou Id control." Adam Schenk and 

Moore surged into the 
mix with a 9-iron to 5 
feet for birdie on the I 5th 
hole and a 25-foot birdie 
putt on the 16th hole, fol-

• Ohio--------------------
conunued from Page 81 

high score through the first I 0-
pin game as the two both eclipsed 
the 200-pin mark. Kelly nearly 
struck out in the I 0th frame. leav
ing one pin on his third throw to 
leave him at 214. Myer held fast to 
roll a 228. 

Not far behind was Kelly's team
mate Gavin Maze at 192. It was 
Maze who turned m the 200-plu!-> 
tally in the second game. finishing 
with 202 to give him the high ~e
ries for the boys at 394. 

West virginia ried to keep pace 
behind John Marshall's Tayven 
Yeater. who led the Mountaineers 
with a 37 I. inlcuding a 194 in his 
first game. 

Ohio held an 18 I 2- I 545 lead 
after the I 0-pin games. a lead the 
Buckeye crew expounded on in the 
Baker rounds as they average 200-
plus for five Baker games. includ
ing a 266 in the third game. 

West Virginia. meanwhile. man-

• Buckeyes 
Continued from Page 81 

"'We didn't make any shots ear
ly vesterday so we have to make 
sure we are. one. executing at a 
high level on the offensive end. 
and two. getting some balance in 
our offense where we·re not set
tling for threes." he said. ··usually. 
if we·re not getting balance, we're 
settling for 3s. So we have to try 
to get to the rim. maybe get to the 
free throw line. just to generate 
some offem,e early to allow u~ to 

aged only 796 pins to 1,065 in the 
Bakers. 

The scores were closer in the al
ternate ~hot competition, with Ohio 
on top 722 600. 

Girls 
Ohio came out on top on the 

girls· side as well, but the final pin 
totab were much closer, 3.253 to 
2.900 

Like their boys' team counter
parts. the Buckeye girls boasted a 
couple state placers in Conotton 
Valley's Daphne Stuber, who led 
her team to a state team title whilst 
also firnshing fourth individually in 
Division II. In Division I, OV AC 
4A-5A champion Kaylie Gibson 
from Dover finished third overall. 

No surprise those two had the 
top perfonnances during the 10-
pin games, with Stuber finished 
with a 439 series, the top score for 
boys or girls. 

Gibson didn't start out her best, 

get in an offensive rhythm." 
No strangers to comebacks, the 

Buckeyes would prefer not to keep 
challenging themselves with uphill 
climbs. A home crowd was a bonus 
Saturday, but a 4 p.m. EDT Mon
day game might not draw as well. 

"Definitely work on trying not 
to dig ourselves a hole or be in a 
deficit every single game," Taylor 
Thierry. who scored 15 against 
James Madison, said. "That's not 

rolling only a 155, but battled back 
in the second game to fire an after
noon best 234. also the peak per
formance for boys or girls on the 
afternoon. 

The second-highest series. how
ever, belonged to Parkersburg 
South's Allison Curtis, who fiished 
with a 395 series. thank to a 215 
out of the gate. 

Ohio led by 198 points after 
the 10-pin games, and was able to 
expand its lead thanks to a more 
consistent perfonnance during the 
Baker games. 

The West Virginia squad had the 
highest individual Baker score with 
a 211 in the third round, but the re
maining four rounds all came less 
than 150 pins each. 

Ohio, meanwhile, kept all of its 
scores at 150 or above. 

The Buckeyes held the edge the 
alternate shot portion of the com
petition, 612 to 544. 

going to work against every single 
team. That's just something we are 
working on and try to play our best 
game and try to execute things as 
best as possible." 

Thierry also said things will only 
get more urgent: "This is a crazy 
month. There's upsets. So we are 
just going to approach every game 
like it's going to be our last, so I 
think we just have to go in with that 
mindset and we'll be pretty good." 

OSD£N N£W5PilPERS 

IN 

Continued from Page B 1 
named the Frozen Four's most outstanding player. 
"I give a lot of credit to Cami, our goaltender:· 

Wisconsin coach Mark Johnson said. ··1 mean. she 
came up big. 

"She took the torch this year. She has worked hard 
for five years and this is the first year she really got an 
opportunity to play,'' he continued. ·'She wanted the 
baton, she took us to the end and today she was the 
difference in the game.·· 

Kronish, a fifth-year senior who came into this sea
son with 8 2 career saves and no shutouts, stopped 16 
first-period shots and finished with her eighth shutout 
of the season. 

Ohio State (33-6-2), which entered play having 
scored at least two goals in every game but one this 
season. was shut out for the first time in the last 57 
matches. dating to a 1-0 loss to Minnesota-Duluth -
which the Buckeyes later beat in the 2022 national 
championship game - on Jan. 21, 2022. Ohio State 
finished the season tied with the Badgers for second 
in the country with 169 goals. seven fewer than Min
nesota. 

"I thought in the last month we've been in a good 
space and in a good position. playing very well:' 
Johnson said. "You look at our body of work over 
the last three games, at (No. 3 seed) Colgate, (sec
ond-seeded) Minnesota and then Ohio State, three of 
the best teams in the country and we were able to get 
by them." 

Wisconsin improved to 2 7-1-1 this season when 
leading after two periods. 

The Buckeyes won three of four games against the 
Badgers in the regular season by a combined score of 
15-8, with their lone loss coming 6-5 in overtime at 
Wisconsin on Feb. 18. 

• Xavier 
Continued from Page B1 

2 seed Texas on Friday in the Midwest Region 
semifinals in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Blake Hinson scored 18 points and Jamarius Bur
ton had 16 for Pitt (24-12). 

It was the second straight game Nunge came up big 
for Xavier. The 7-foot center had a critical blocked 
shot in the closing seconds of the Musketeers' 72-6 7 
first-round win over I 4th-seeded Kennesaw State. 

"I've been dreaming about this moment ever since l 
started watching basketball," Nunge said. "When you 
are in school, you are thrilled when your teachers let 
you tum on the game and not have to focus on class. 
And so March Madness is a special time of year. It' s· 
the best tournament in the world." 

Nunge set the tone early. dominating the paint 
with eight points in the first 10 minutes while Jones 
knocked down two 3s as the Musketeers bolted to a 
28-18 lead. 

The Musketeers blew the game open with a 12-2 
run behind Kunkel. who made two 3s and threw an 
alley-oop dunk to Nunge. Kunkel followed with his 
fifth 3 of the first half to give Xavier a 19-point lead 
with 1 :26 left. 

''We really rode the wave of Adam Kunkel," Miller 
said. "He was 5 for 5 from the 3-point line. We really 
shared the ball and played at our pace throughout the 
game. We talked a lot about that before the game.'' 

Pitc did not get closer than eight points in the sec
ond half even after Nunge fouled out with 3: 18 re
maining. 

•Sparty 
Continued from Page 81 

ingful. Izzo became the face of a grieving school 
where three students were killed in a campus shoot
ing on Feb. 13. 

"It's been a long year,'' an emotional Izzo said in 
a courtside interview. 'Tm just happy for our guys.'' 

Olivier-Maxence Prosper led second-seeded Mar
quette (29-7) with I 6 points and Kam Jones had 14 
point<;, including three 3-pointers. for the Big East 
champions. 

Michigan State led by as many as 12 in the first 
half. but Ben Gold and Prosper made back-to-back 
3-pointers to help the Golden Eagles close within 33-
28 at halftime. 

Prosper hit two more 3s in the first minute of the 
second half to give Marquette its first lead of the day. 
Michigan State grabbed back the lead with an 8-0 run 
and didn't relinquish it. 

Back-to-back baskets in the paint by Hoggard and 
then Walker, both times as the shot clock expired. 
gave the Spartans a 60-55 lead with 2:20 left. Mady 
Sissoko then blocked shots on consecutive Marquette 
possessions, and Walker had a steal followed by a 
game-~ealing dunk with 39 seconds left. 

Marquette's nine-game winning streak ended, con
cluding a season in which the Golden Eagles exceed
ed expectations under coach Smart, who has referred 
to Izzo as a mentor. 

• Logano 
Continued from Page 81 

ing back-to-back wins by William Byron of Hen
drick. 



.• AP Photo 
West Virginia head coach Dawn Plitzuweit gestures 
m the second half ofa first-round NCAA Tournament 
game against Arizona on Friday. Minnesota on Sat
urday hired Plitzuweit to be its next women's head 
basketball coach. 

~Plitzuweit's Time 
With WVU Short, 
Thou~h lmpactful 

On Saturday. West Virginia's women's basketball 
team lost a basketball game. 
' · Best way to put it would be one and done. 
• • On Sunday, West Virginia's 

women's basketball team lost its 
rnach. 

Same thing - one and done. 
After one promising year, 

Dawn Plitzuweit has left West 
Virginia and taken the same job 
at Minnesota with a sizable raise. 

Why. after rebuilding the team, 
BOB HERTZEL getting into the NCAA Touma-

WV News ment and earning about a half 
million dollars this year, includ

ing her bonuses and incentives? 
It was like everyday people were coming to work 

at the basketball practice facility singing the lyrics of 
that old Frankie Valli :-.on!l: 

''Dawn. go a\1,ay. I'm no good for you." 
Quite the contrary. She was a popular addition to 

the WVU spo11s scene. seemingly dedicated to her 
job. pleasant to deal with and for those of you who 
weren't spo11swritcrs and had to spell Plitzuweit ev
ery time her team played. had few drawbacks. 

Well, the money played a big role in that and hope
fully that will get through to new athletic director 
Wren Bnker, who now is looking at his first major 
hire. 

See, if you are going to play with the big folks, you 
have to pay like the big folks . 

He didn't hire Plitzoweit - Shane Lyons did -
but he must hire her replacement and. make no doubt 
about it. money was involved in her decision to go 
to a team that this past year went 1 1-1 9 - the exact 
reversal of her regular season record at WVU. 

Please see PUTZUWEIT. Page IO 
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Xavier Defeats Pitt 
To Reach Sweet 16 

AP Photo 
Xavier forward Jerome Hunter drives to the basket past Pittsburgh forward Blake Hinson during the 
first half of a second-round game in the NCAA Tournament on Sunday in Greensboro, N.C. 

Michigan St., K-State Also Among Those Moving On 
GREENSBORO, N.C. (AP) - Jack Nunge 

scored 18 points, Adam Kunkel added 15 on five 
first-half 3-pointers, and No. 3 seed Xavier beat 
11th-seeded Pittsburgh 84-73 to reach its first 
Sweet 16 since 2017. 

Colby Jones had 1 0 points, 14 rebounds and 
seven assists, and Souley Bourn and Jerome Hunt
er each chipped in with 14 points as all five Xavier 
starters scored in double digits. 

Xavier had 1 7 assists on 19 
baskets in the first half to build a 
48-34 lead at the break. The Mus
keteers finished with 22 assists. 

Xavier (27-9) moves on to 
play No. 2 seed Texas on Friday 
in the Midwest Region semifi
nals in Kansas City, Missouri. 

I. SIDE 
• Updated 

NCAA men's 
tournament 
brackeV12 

Blake Hinson scored 18 points and Jamarius 
Burton had I 6 for Pitt (24-12). 

EAST REGION 
KANSAS STATE 75J KENTUCKY 69 

GREENSBORO, N.C. (AP) - Markquis 
Nowell scored 23 of his 27 points after halftime. 
and Kansas State overcame a horrid start from 
outside by hitting a couple of clutch 3-pointers 
and topping Kentucky 75-69 in Sunday's second 
round of the NCAA Tournament. 

Third-seeded Kansas State (25-9) heads to the 
Sweet 16 for the first time since 2018, where it 
will play Michigan State in the East Region semi
finals at Madison Square Garden in New York. 

Please see SWEET 16, Page IO 

AP Photo 
Michigan State forward Malik Hall celebrates a 
turnover by Marquette in the second half of a sec
ond-round game in the NCAA Tournament in Co
lumbus, Ohio, Sunday. 
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Ohio Gets Sweep In OVAC All-Star Bowling Event 
By MIKE HUGHES 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - The Ohio 
boys and girls recorded a sweep 
during the inaugural OY AC 
All-Star Bowling Match held 
Sunclav afternoon at rhe Rose 
Bowl Lanes 111 Wheeling. 

Sixteen girls and 13 boys 
performed before a packed 
bowling house with near shoul
der-to-shoulder capacity for the 
event'~ maiden voyage. 

Ohio entered the competition 
with a somewhat decided ad
vantage. 

While the Buckeye State 
ha~ recognized bowling as an 
official state association sport 
since 2007, West Virginia has 
yet to make the jump. 

That means most of the Ohio 
programs have been around 
longer and faced stiff competi
tion during postseason tourna
ments. 

Ohio programs also outnum
ber West Virginia schools in 
the OVAC itself, 18-7. 

With the conference's all-star 
events slated for seniors only. it 
was tougher for the West Vir
ginia side to field a full comple
ment of bowlers. The girls' side 
managed to find eight, but the 
boys competed with just six. 

That required a few minor 
adjustments during the alter
nate shot portion of the com-

petition. but all in all. the first 
all star event in bowling went 
off without a hitch. 

The Ohio boys· roster fea
tured three state qualifiers in 
East Liverpool's Nate Kelly 
and Conotton Valley·s Ro
bet Myer and Noah Caldwell. 
Caldwell placed individually at 
8th while the Rockets finished 
third overall. 

The team also sported two 
other district qualifiers. which 

amounted to a strong start out 
the gate for the Buckeye boys' 

Myer and Kelly were battling 
for high score through the first 
l 0-pin game as the two both 
eclipsed the 200-pin mark. 
Kelly nearly struck out m the 
l 0th frame. leaving one pin on 
his third throw to leave him at 
214. Myer held fast to roll a 
228. 

Please see BOWLING, Page IO 

U.S. Rolls Past Cuba Into WBC Final I Cam_E:~<?" H<?lds 



10 - THE INTELLIGENCER -Wheeling, W.Va. 

SWEET 16 
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Ismael Massoud buried a 3 from 
the right wing at the 2:21 mark 
that gave Kansas State the lead for 
good. Keyontae Johnson followed 
with another 3 with I :23 left to 
put Kansas State ahead by five. 

Oscar Tshiebwe had 25 points 
and 18 rebounds for sixth-seed
ed Kentucky (2 2-1 2 ). which shot 
55% after halftime and led by 
eight early in the second half. 

MICHIGAN ST ATE 69, 
MARQUETTE 60 

COLUMBUS. Ohio (AP) 
Tyson Walker scored 23 points 
and No. 7 seed Michigan State 
beat second-seeded Marquette. 
sending coach Tom Izzo·s squad 
back to the Sweet 16 for the first 
time in four years. 

Joey Hauser - a Marquette 
transfer - had 14 points and A.J. 
Hoggard had as 13 Michigan State 
(21-12) took over in the last three 
minutes. The Spartans advanced 
to play third-seeded Kansas State. 

Izzo. the 68-year-old Hall of 
Fame coach. reached his I 5th re
gional semifinal and won his re
cord 16th March Madness game 
with a lower-!,eeded team - one 
more than Syracuse's Jim Boe
heim, who retired after this season. 

FLORIDA ATLANTIC 78, 
FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON 70 

COLUMBUS. Ohio (AP) -
Johnell Davis had 29 points, 12 
rebounds. five assists and five 
steals, and Florida Atlantic end
ed I 6th-seeded Fairleigh Dickin 
son·s magical March. 

The ninth-seeded Owls (33-
3) needed everything they had to 
put away the Knights (21 . 16 ). the 
nation·s smallest team and a win
ner Friday night over Purdue. the 
second 16-over- l upset in tourna
ment history. 

FAU will play Tennessee in the 
East Region semifinals on Thurs-

day at Madison Square Garden in 
New York. 

Demetre Roberts scored 20 
points and Sean Moore had 14 for 
FDU. which didn·t even win the 
Northeast Conference tournament 
before becoming an NCAA team 
that won't soon be forgotten. 

MIDWEST REGION 
MIAMI 85, INDIANA 69 

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) - Isa
iah Wong and Jordan Miller led a 
decisive second-half spurt for Mi
ami, which beat Indiana to reach 
it:; -_econd straight Sweet 16. 

Wong. the Atlantic Coast Con
ference player of the year who 
was limited to five points in a 
first-round win over Drake, had 
27 points and eight rebounds for 
coach Jim Larranaga's fifth-seed
ed Hurricanes (27-7), the only 
ACC team left in March Madness. 

Miller scored 19 points and In
dianapolis native Nijel Pack had 
10 of his 12 points in the first half 
as Miami got off to a fast start, 
led most of the game and ended 
fourth-seeded Indiana's hopes of a 
sixth national title. 

Miami will face top-seeded 
Houston in the Midwest Region 
semifinals in Kansas City, Mis
souri, on Friday. 

WEST REGION 
UCONN70, 

SAINT MARY'S 55 
ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) - Ada

ma Sanogo scored 24 points and 
Jordan Hawkins delivered from 
the 3-point line in the second half 
as UConn pulled away from Saint 
Mary's to reach the Sweet 16 for 
the first time in nine years. 

No. 4 seed UConn (27-8) ad
vanced to the West Region semi
finals in Las Vegas on Thursday. 
Next up is eighth-seeded Arkan
sas. which knocked off No. I seed 
Kansas. 

al 

SPORTS 

Sanogo followed up his 28-point 
game in the Huskies' NCAA tour
ney opener against Iona with an
other powerful and efficient perfor
mance in the paint. The 245-pound 
junior was I l for 16 from the floor 
and grabbed eight rebounds, dom
inating a big-man matchup with 
Mitchell Saxen (six points, three 
rebounds and four fouls). 

GONZAGA 84, TCU 81 
DENVER (AP) - Drew Thrune 

extended his one-of-a-kind college 
career by at least one more game. 
scoring 28 points to help third-seed
ed Gonzaga make its eighth straight 
Sweet 16 with a come-from-behind 
84-81 win over TCU. 

After TCU pulled within three 
late, Timme made a twisting shot 
in the lane with a defender draped 
all over him. 

Gonzaga will face UCLA in the 
West Region semifinals in Las 
Vegas. Mike Miles Jr. scored 24 
points for TCU. 

SOUTH REGION 
CREIGHTON 85, BAYLOR 76 

DENVER (AP) - Ryan Nem
bhard scored a career-high 30 
points and No. 6 seed Creighton 
found its shooting touch to beat 
third-seeded Baylor and earn a 
spot in the Sweet 16 for the sec
ond time in three seasons. 

With Baylor heavily focused on 
containing big man Ryan Kalk
brenner. Nembhard and the Blue
jays went to work from outside. 
They shot 45.8% from 3-point 
range after a 3-for-20 showing in 
a first-round win over North Caro
lina State. They also went 22 of 22 1 

from the free throw line. including 
IO for l O from Nembhard. 

The Bluejays (23-12) will meet 
I 5th-seeded Princeton in Louis
ville. Kentucky, on Friday in the 
South Region semifinals in Louis
ville, Kentucky. 

- BOWLING 

WBC 
(Continued from Page 9) 

St. Louis third baseman 
Nolan Arenado left af
ter he was hit on a hand 
by a pitch in the fifth in
ning, briefly raising an
other injury concern be
fore X-rays came back 
as negative. Mets closer 
Edwin D az sustained a 
season-ending knee inju
ry during the celebration 
that followed Puerto Ri
co's win on Wednesday 
and Houston second base
man Jose Altuve broke a 
thumb when hit by a pitch 
while playing for Vene
zuela on Saturday. 

Fans in the sellout 
crowd of 35,779 at Loan
Depot Park sounded even
ly split between the U.S. 
and Cuba. Several hun
dred people gathered be
fore the game outside the 
ballpark in Miami's Little 
Havana section to protest 
the presence of the Cuban 
team, whose island nation 
has been under communist 
rule since 1959. 

Play was briefly inter
rupted in the sixth, seventh 
and eighth innings when 
fans ran onto the field. 
The first held a banner that 
read "Libertad Para Los 
Presos Cubanos del 11 
de Julio (Freedom for the 
Cuban Prisoners of July 
11 )" referring to the date 
of 2021 demonstrations. 

Cuban fans roared in 
the early going when 
their team's first four bat
ters strung together three 
infield hits and a bas
es-loaded walk off Wain
wright, who contributed 
to his early troubles when 

(Continued from Page 9) 

Monday, March 20, 2023 

he failed to field a pair of 
grounders. Wainwright 
allowed one run and five 
hits in four innings. Car
dinals teammate Mile:-. 
Mikolas pitched the final 
five innings. 

An Olympic gold med
alist in 1992, 1996 and 
2004, Cuba's national 
team has struggled in re
cent years as many top 
players left for MLB. 
Cuba failed to qualify for 
the 2020 Tokyo Games. 

Cuba for the first time 
this year is using some 
players under contract with 
MLB clubs, including Chi
cago White Gold Glove 
centerfielder Luis Robert 
and third baseman Yoan 
Moncada. Former All-Star 
outfielder Y oenis Ces
pedes also is on the roster. 

"It's a dream for us to 
mix these players, .. man
ager Armando Johnson 
said. "We want these 
players to join us in any 
championship." 

Cuba and the U.S. met 
for the first time in the 
WBC. In the 2008 Olym
pics, which did not in
clude active big leaguers, 
Cuba beat manager Dav
ey Johnson's Americans 
5-4 in 11 innings en route 
to a silver medal. The 
U.S. took bronze. 

OTHER SIDE 
OF THE BRACKET 
In the other semifinal. 

Japan starts 21-year-old 
sensation Roki Sasaki 
against Mexico and the 
Los Angeles Angels" Pat
rick Sandoval on Monday 
night. 

Not far behind was Kelly's teammate 
Gavin Maze at 192. It was Maze who 
turned in the 200-plus tally in the sec
ond game, finishing with 202 to give 
him the high series for the boys at 394. 

I, OV AC 4A-5A champion Kay lie Gib
son from Dover finished third overall. 

West virginia ried to keep pace be
hind John Marshall's Tayven Yeater, 
who led the Mountaineers with a 3 7 1, 
inlcuding a 1 94 in his first game. 

No surprise those two had the top 
performances during the I 0-pin games. 
with Stuber finished with a 439 series. 
the top score for boys or girls. 

,"° Ohio held an 1812- 1545 lead afterthe 

. --======::::;================:;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;===: I 0-pin games, a lead the Buckeye crew 
r expanded in the Baker rounds as they av-

eraged 200-plus for five Baker games. 
including a 266 in the third game. 

Gibson didn't start out her best. roll
ing only a 155. but battled back in the 
second game to fire an afternoon best 
234, also the peak performance for 
boys or girls on the afternoon. 

The second-highest series. however. 
belonged to Parkersburg South 's Alli
son Curtis, who fiished with a 395 se
ries, thank to a 21 5 out of the gate. 

SATURDAY, 
APRIL 1, 2023 West Virginia, meanwhile, managed 

only 796 pins to 1,065 in the Bakers. 
The scores were closer in the alter

nate shot competition. with Ohio on top 
I 722-600. 

Ohio led by 198 points after the l 0-
pin games, and was able to expand its 
lead thanks to a more consistent perf or
mance during the Baker games. 

Moundsville Training Center (Old Prison) 8th St., Moundsville, WV 1 GIRLS 
Ohio came out on top on the girls' 

side as well. but the final pin totals were 
much closer, 3,253 to 2 .900. 

The West Virginia squad had the 
highest individual Baker score with a 
211 in the third round. but the remain
ing four rounds all came less than 150 
pins each. 

ICK R ED O A 10 
Limited number of tickets availat,le 

Like us on Facebook @ Moundsville Volunteer Fire Department 
to s1ay up to date with events 

Guns provided by Bridgeport Equipment Sales. 

CRAN D PRIZE: -oflf-r=+l,,.i.:1,L. 

BER 686 SLVR PGN 1 12 26 
HENRY BIG BOY 45LC 20"WALNUT STOCK 

12:00- BRW XBLT MTN PRO BB FLT MB 6.5 PRC 
12:15· KAR AO 1211 RALLYCRYTRMP 45A 
12:30· BERETTA 92X PERF DEFENSIVE 2-15RO 
12:45- BERETTA CX4 STORM 921-20RD 
1 :00- CASH -$500 IF PRESENT/$250 IF NOT 
1 :15- COLT 357/MAG-4" SS/WAL6R AR$ 
1 :30- CA CA5FIVE6 16.251N TUNG 
1:45- BENELL! ETHOS SUPERSPORT 20128 
2:00- S & W GOVERNOR .410/.45 COLT/.45ACP 
2:15- CASH -$500 IF PRESENT/$250 IF NOT 
2:30- RUG PREC RIFLE 6.5 CREED BATTLE FLAG 
2:45- BR FALLOUT 15 PIST. 5.SMM 
3:00- RUG KSRH7 44MM 7.6 SS WIRINGS 6 
3:15- CZ SHADOW 2 9MM FO OPTRDY BLK/BLUE 1 
3:30· WEA MKV 6.5-300MAG-26"BKGRY 
~-.i,;. ~6~M -~f.00 IF PRE~ENT/S:250 IF NOT 

Like their boys· team counterparts, 
the Buckeye girls boasted a couple state 
placers in Conotton Valley's Daph
ne Stuber. who Jed her team to a state 
team title whilst also finishing fourth 
individually in Division II. In Division 

Ohio. meanwhile, kept all of its score:-. 
at 150 or above. 

The Buckeyes held the edge the al
ternate shot portion of the competition. 
6 I 2 to 544. 

PUTZUWEIT ---- - ---------
(Continued from Page 9) 

See. if you are going to play with the 
big folks . you have to pay like the big 
folks. 

He didn' t hire Plitzoweit - Shane 
Lyons did - but he must hire her re
placement and. make no doubt about it, 
money was involved in her decision to 
go to a team that this past year went 1 1-
1 9 - the exact reversal of her regular 
season record at WVU. 

There was no mention of a buyout in a 
statement about her departure put out by 
Baker. Her contract calls for her to pay 
the school 25% of the remaining time 
on her contract - which is four years. 
She would owe $612,500 on that. 

It's possible that Minnesota will pay 
th,lt nff nr nav nart nf it. iust as WVU 

have a proud tradition and our program 
is well positioned for the future. I am 
confident we will identify an outstand
ing leader to build on our success and 
take WVU women·s basketball to even 
greater heights.'' 

Plitzuwiet replaced Mike Carey. who 
retired after 21 seasons with a 462-254 
record at WVU. 

According to one source. Carey 
would be interested in getting back into 
coaching after sitting out this year, and 
there has been some interest in him 
from both WVU and TCU. 

Plitzuweit came to WVU after six 
years at South Dakota. where she dom
inated with a 158-36 record and with a 
run to the Sweet 16 last vear. 
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Inaugural OV AC All-Star Bowling Match To Roll On Sunday 
By MIKE HUGHES 

For the Sunday News-Register 
WHEELING A new all-star event is 

about to transpire for the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference 

Scheduled for Sunday afternoon on 
March 19 in Wheeling will be the in
augural Ohio v. W.Va. OVAC All-Star 
Bowling Match. 

The first of what OV AC Bowling Di
rector Ken Campanizzi hopes will be 
many All Star matches is being held at 
Wheeling's Rose Bowl Lanes. 

"This was one our goal~ at the begin
ning of the sca~on:· Campanizzi said. 
··so we decided to give it a shot. There 
are not a lot of seniors m West Virgin
ia as they are limited in the number of 
teams in the conference. 

"I asked the Rose Bowl if they would 
host it and they agreed. They"ve been 
very good to us and have been around 
when we started the local bowling 
league back in 2004-05. They've been 

a big part since then:· 
Like all OV AC All Star events. thi:; 

match is limited to current seniors. 
Campanizzi admitted getting the correct 
number of bowlers on rhe West Virgima 
side was a little challenging this season. 

"We only have seven (We~t Virginia) 
schools competing. and we·re limited 
because we have to eight seniors. both 
for the boys· and girh • teams. 

The Mountaineers· girb roster is set. 
featuring Brooke· s Madison Tuttle. 
John Marshall's Faith Watchner and 
Alex Holme:-.. Wheeling Park·s Hannah 
Sievertson. Weir"s Savannah Moore. 
Linsly Chyanne Delong and Parkers 
burg South duo Allison Cunis and 
Rylea Mercer. 

For the boys· team. Weir" s Josh Byers 
and David Bloomer are participating. a~ 
is Wheeling Park's Mikel Henderson. 
John Marshall duo Travor Cawthorn 
and Tayven Yeater. and Linsly'~ An
thony Flynn. The conference is waiting 

to hear back from one other Monarchs' 
bowler. which would give the WV boys 
seven bowlers. 

The boys· side will consist of a pair 
ul" OVAC individual champions in Nate 
Kelley from East Liverpool and Robert 
Mayer from Conotton Valley. Mayer 
will be joined by teammate Noah Cald
well. while Gavin Maze, another Potter 
bowler, will be Joining. The Ohio boys' 
team is rounded out by Gaige Thom
as from Union Local. Matt Hall from 
Barnesville and St. Clairsville's Chas 
Anderson. 

Caldwell and Mayer recently finished 
eighth and 14th, respectively, at the 
Ohio Division II bowling champion
ships. 

The Buckeyes· girls team is fairly 
loaded as well, led by Daphne Stuber 
and Katie Scharr of Conotton Val
ley. Stuber finished fourth at the state 
tournament in Division II while being 
joined by Scharr and her teammates to 

win the Division JI team championship. 
Also on the team is Dover·s Natalie Ne
aley. Harrison Central duo Cami Basich 
and Lauren Best. plus Barnesville Julie 
Johnson and Union Local regional dis
trict Chloe Porter 

Stuber was the OV AC small school 
runner-up champion. She'll be joined 
by the big school individual champion, 
Kaylie Gibson of Dover, who also fin
ished third at the state in the Division I 
finale. 

The format will consist of two 
I 0-frame rounds, followed by five 
Baker rounds, plus one alternating shot 
round, similar to a golf scramble. 

The teams will be split in half so all 
competitors get to roll in the l 0-frarne 
rounds. The top five scores will be taken 
and factored into the overall final tally. 

Doors open at 12:30 p.m. on the 
19th, with bowling set to get underway. 
Tickets may be purchased in advance 
by visiting www .ovac.org 

Bethany College Names Brad Johnson New Men's Basketball Coach 
BETHANY Brad 

Johnson has been named 
the new head men· s bas
ketball coach at Bethany 
Collee.c and marks the 
29th ~head coach in pro
gram history. 

··we are excited to wel
come Brad to the Betha
ny College family. It was 
important to find a coach 
who was committed to 
leading our men·s basket
ball program back to PAC 
success while embracing 
the Bethany community 
as a whole."" ,ays Director 
of Athletics Brian San
,orn. "Brad"s enthusiasm 
and dedication to his stu
dent-athlete~ were appar
ent during the interview 
process. and our program 
will benefit from his de
velopmental approach. I 

am confident that Brad 
will bring back the Betha
ny College men's basket
ball tradition of excellence 
both on the court and in 
the classroom in the near 
future:· 

Johnson comes to Betha
ny after a two-year stint at 
Nebra<,ka Wesleyan. Pri 
or to Nebraska Wesleyan. 
Johnson spent three years 
at Seton Hill. an NCAA 
Division II member. In his 
first two seasons at SHU. 
the Griffins advanced to the 
PSAC Tournament once. 
The team also had three All
PSAC petforrners. 

Before that. Johnson 
spent three seasons with 
the Frostburg State Uni~ 
versity men· s basketball 
program. In his first sea
son at Frostburg State. he 

RT48.30 

top assis
tant coach 
for his 
linal two 

years with the program. 
In 2017-18. Johnson 

helped the Bobcats to elev
en wins. the program·s 
best sea~on record since 
the 20 I 1-12 season. Ad 
ditionally. it was the first 
time in five <;easons that 
the Bobcat:-. made it to the 
CAC tournament. John
son coached two CAC 
All-Conference players 
and two player~ who were 
part of Johnson's first re
cruiting clas~ that made 

contributions to the team·s 
~uccess. 

In 2016-1 7. Johnson 
helped the Bobcats to lead 
the nation in blocks per 
game (5.8) and finished 
'iCVenth nationally in total 
blocks ( 146 ). The Bob
cats also finished 17th 
m Division Ill in field
goal percentage defense 
(39.8), 19th in offensive 
rebounds per game ( 14. 6). 
and 25th· in total rebounds 
per game (42.24). The 
Bobcats capped the season 
by upsetting No. I I Salis
bury 86-80 in overtime on 
senior day. 

In his first season with 
the Bobcats, he helped the 

team to seven wins. in
cluding five Capital Ath
letic Conference victories 
over Mary Washington. 
Marymount (Va.), St. 
Mary's (Md.), and York 
(Pa.). Johnson helped the 
Bobcats finish first in the 
CAC in rebounds (38.4) 
and blocks (5.5). FSU also 
finished fifth in the CAC 
in three-pointers (I 62) 
and fourth in steals (7.4 ). 

Johnson, a 2015 grad
uate of Baldwin Wallace 
University with a bach
elor's degree in finance 
and a minor in athletic 
coaching, went to Frost
burg State University af
ter serving as a student 

assistant coach at BW for 
four years. He oversaw 
skill development and 
ball handling drills, and 
also helped players with 
private, individual work
outs. Johnson furthered 
his degree at Frostburg 
State University, where he 
earned a master's degree 
in business administration. 

Johnson also spent six 
seasons as a head AAU 
basketball coach (2011-
20 I 6) and in 2012, he 
founded his own AA U 
program - the North Coast 
Runnin' Rebels. As a head 
coach and director, he 
helped develop athletes in 
fourth through 11th grades. 

.~1!11111. 
NCOM TAX 

RE SA 
OVER 7,500 SQ .. FT. OF FURNITURE SHOPPING FUN 
SERVING THE~OHIO VALLEY FOR OVER 25 YEARS 

' 
SOFAS - LOVE SEATS 
CHAIRS - RECLINERS 

LIFT RECLINERS 
TABLES ANO CHAIR SETS 

DRESSERS - CHESTS 
NIGHT STANDS 

BEDROOM SUITES 

SAY ! 
ON OUR COMPLETE 

SELECTION 
OF TWO SIDED BEDDING 

ODD DINING CHAIRS t 
END TABLES /J 

COCKTAIL TABLES - DESKS DOUBLE 
TV STANDS - LAMPS SIDED 
PICTURES - SHEETS MATTRESSES 

MATTRESSES PROTECTORS We deliver to a very large area 
BAR STOOLS . BUNK BEDS including Woodsfield, Caldwell, 
KING'S BLINGZ JEWELRY Ca~bridge, Mar!etta, Steu~en~ille, 

WP.1rton . WhP.P.hnn ~t r.1::ur~v1IIP. 
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Inaugural OVAC Bowling All-Star Match set for next Sunday 
By MIKE HUGHES 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - A new all-star event 
is about to transpire for the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference 

Scheduled for Sunday afternoon on 
March 19 in Wheeling will be the in
augural Ohio vs. W.Va. OVAC All-Star 
Bo-wling Match. 

The first of what OV AC Bowling Di
rect(lf Ken Campanizzi hopes will be 
many All Star matches is being held at 
Wheeling·s Rose Bowt Lanes. 

.. This was one our goals at the begin
ning of the season,·· Campanizzi said. 
··so we decided to give it a shot. There 
are not a lot of seniors in West Virgin
ia as they are limited in the number of 
team~ in the conference. 

··J asked the Rose Bowl if thev would 
ho~t it and they agreed. They·ve been 
very good to us and have been around 
when we started the local bowling 
league back in 2004-05. They've been 
a big part since then.'' 

Like all OV AC All-Star events. this 

match is limited to current seniors. 
Campanizzi admitted getting the correct 
number of bowlers on the West Virginia 
side was a little challenging this season. 

"We only have seven (West Virgin
ia) schools competing, and we're lim
ited because we have to eight seniors, 
both for the boys' and girls' 
teams. 

The Mountaineers' 
girls roster is set. featur
ing Brooke's Madison 
Tuttle. John Marshall's 
Faith Watchner and Alex 
Holmes. Wheeling Park's 
Hannah Sievertson, Weir's 
Savannah Moore, Linsly 
Chyanne Delong and Park
ersburg South duo Allison 
Curtis and Rylea Mercer. 

For the boys· team. Weir's Josh Byers 
and David Bloomer are participating, as 
is Wheeling Park's Mikel Henderson, 
John Marshall duo Travor Cawthorn 
and Tayven Yeater. and Linsly's An
thony Flynn. 

The conference is waiting to hear 

back from one other Monarchs' bowler. 
which would give the WV boys seven 
bowlers. 

The boys· side will consist of a pair 
of OV AC individual champions in Nate 
Kelley from East Liverpool and Robert 
Mayer from Conotton Valley. May

er will be joined by team
mate Noah Caldwell. while 
Gavin Maze. another Potter 
bowler, will be joining. 

The Ohio boys' team 
is rounded out by Gaige 
Thomas from Union Local. 
Matt Hall from Barnesville 
and St. Clairsville' s Chas 
Anderson. 

Caldwell and Mayer re
cently finished eighth and 

14th, respectively, at the Ohio Division 
II bowling championships. 

The Buckeyes' girls team is fairly 
loaded as well, led by Daphne Stuber 
and Katie Scharr of Conotton Valley. 

Stuber finished fourth at the state 
tournament in Division II while being 
joined by Scharr and her teammates to 

win the Division II team championship. 
Also on the team is Dover's Natalie Ne
aley. Harrison Central duo Cami Basich 
and Lauren Best. plus Barnesville Julie 
Johnson and Union Local regional dis-
trict Chloe Porter -

Stuber was the OVAC small school 
runner-up champion. She'll be joined 
by the big school individual champion. 
Kaylie Gibson of Dover. who also fin
ished third at the state in the Division I 
finale. 

The format will consist of two 
10-frame rounds. followed by five 
Baker rounds, plus one alternating shot 
round, similar to a golf scramble. 

The teams will be split in half so all 
competitors get to roll in the 10-frame 
rounds. 

The top five scores will be taken and 
factored into the overall final tally. 

Doors open at 12:30 p.m. on the 
19th, with bowling set to get underway. 
Tickets may be purchased in advance 
by visiting www.ovac.org 

• State------------------------------------'--'r 
Continued from Page C1 

At I 32. two-time All-Oh10 Jumor 
Dakota King began his quest to improve 
on his bronze-medal finish from a sea
son ago with relative ease. He posted a 
pin for hi~ 45th win of the campaign at 
the 2:50 mark. 

Junior dandy Skyler King scored ear
ly and often en route to a 12-0 blanking 
and major decision against Rittman·s 
Joey McGuire. The win improved King 
to 48-5. 

Junior Reese Stephen picked up 
where he left off in the district and that 
was by having hi~ arm raised once again 
at 1 50. Stephen. who is the son of the 
head coach. improved to 49-2 when he 
pinned McComb's Montana Pierce at 
the 3:07 mark. 

Sophomore Ayden King notched vic
torv number 4 7 in 55 tries with a win 
by ·major decb1on at 157. He posted a 
I 0-2 victory against Antwerp's Eli Re
mhart 

Freshman Hines Ford put himself 
withm a win of All-Ohio accolades by 
v. inning a wrestle-back Friday evening. 
He was pinned at the I :29 mark in the 
opening round. but bounced back with 
a 13-4 major decision victory at 126. 

• Players 
Continued from Page C1 

··Kmd of glad this rain delay and 
thunder came in and let the putter rest 
a little bit and hopefully come out hot 
tomo1rnw .• , Morikawa said. 

Players were to return at 7 a.m. Sat
urday to finish the second round. The 
third round is schedule for threesomes 
off both tees and should be able to fin
ish before sundown. That depends on 
the pace of play, and some of that de-

• pends on Sawgrass. 
Jon Rahm missed all of this. The 

world"s No. I player had a bad stom
ach bug and withdrew about 30 minutes 
before -his tee time. That puts his rank
ing in jeopardy. as Scottie Scheffler and 
Rory Mcilroy can overtake him. 

The advantage goes to Scheffler, who 
• looked shaky early and settled into his 
!! round. He birdied his last two holes of 
~ the day before the suspension - Nos. 
" 9 and I 0 - to get to 5 under. He has 
. a 15-foot eagle ~putt on the 16th hole 

when play resumes. 
Mcilroy. meanwhile, took a double 

bogey on the sixth hole and was at 6 
over for the tournament. He had eight 
holes to try to shave off four strokes that 
likelv will be needed to make the cut. 

Rahm made every cut last year, and 
he last missed a cut on the PGA Tour at 
the Fortinet Championship in Septem
ber 2021. light before the Ryder Cup. 

The course handed out some brutal 
punishments in the second round. 

Start with Max McGreevy. who was 
20 shots worse than his opening round. 
He shot 89. tying the wrong kind of 
course record as the highest ever posted 
at the TPC Sawgrass. The other player 
who shot 89 was Michael Campbell in 
tho> fir~t 1·"11nrf -in ")(\fl'< 

Junior Karson Milhoan's season 
came to an end for the Shamrocks. 

He was defeated by a technical fall in 
the opening round and then fell, I 0-5, 
in the consolation match at 165. He fin
ishes an impressive campaign at 38-16. 

"Hines winning in the consolation 
round with a major to get to day two 
was great, but Karson getting knocked 
out wasn't part of the plan;' Stephen 
said. 

HARRISON CENTRAL, which is 
being represented by two wrestlers and 
one family, went 2-0 on the opening 
day. 

Junior Lucas Thomas - a returning 
All Ohioan at 21 5 pounds - prevailed 
with a I 0-6 decision in the opening 
round. 

His younger brother. Landen, who is 
just a sophomore, picked up win num
ber 38 in 41 tries by virtue of a 6-5 de
cision. 

MARTINS FERRY'S Alexander 
Finsley finds himself within a victory 
of All-Ohio status at 1 90 pounds. 

After dropping a tough 5-4 decision 
in the opening round. the Purple Rider 
senior returned to the mat and posted a 

round through 11 holes, even getting 
a break when his tee shot on the par-3 
I 7th bounced off the wooden frame of 
the island and onto the green. But then 
he ran into trouble over his final seven 
holes and had to settle for a 71 . 

Hovland was at 4-under 140 along 
with Will Gordon (67) and the resur
gent Jason Day (70), a former world 
No. I who is slowly working his way 
back. Day began the year at No. 112 in 
the world, and he could take a big step 
this week in assuring he stays in the top 
50 the next two weeks to get into the 
Masters. 

As for Jordan Spieth, he saw his tee 
shot in the air on his final hole at the 
par-5 ninth and figured it was time to 
clean out his locker. But instead of go
ing into water - it was so far right the 
water typically isn't in play - it hit a 
spectator in the leg and bounced back 
to the fairway. Spieth hit 3-wood to the 
collar of the green and chipped in for 
eagle. 

That allowed him to salvage a 75, 
and he was safe to make the cut. 

"I got an extremely lucky break on 
9 or I wouldn't be playing the week
end," said Spieth, who was at even-par 
144. "Trying to get that guy's informa
tion and see literally whatever he wants 
this weekend. Because everything from 
here on out is because it hit him." 

Ramey opened with a 64 on Thurs
day and birdied two of his opening three 
holes to reach 10 under, expanding his 
lead to three. After his quintuple-bogey 
on the 17th, he had to make a 30-foot 
putt to save par on the 18th, and the 
dropped another shot on the first with a 
n,n~ A .. 1,,.n t'"' th~ ..;~'ht Un Ulr\r 11 .,...,,Ar.,,... 

4-2 decision to earn the right to wre~tle 
again Saturday. 

SHENANDOAH had a strong day 
with both Drake Kan yuch ( I 2 6) and 
Tristin Rossiter (I I 3) advancing to the 
quarterfinals. 

Kanyuch. who is now 41-5. wa~ a 
6-2 victory, while Rossiter improved to 
42-3 by virtue ofa pin at 1:39. 

UNFORTUNATELY, several area 
wrestlers saw their seasons come to a 
close during the opening day of action. 

Union Local sophomore Gavin Bo
lock dropped a pair of matches and fin
ishes 3 3-15 for the !>eason. 

Bolock wa!> pinned in the first round 
at the I : 2 7 mark of the fin,t period 
and then dropped a 5-0 decision at the 
hands of Versailles· Trey Huber in the 
first round of consolations. 

Martins Ferry senior Dylan Ward 
was pinned twice on Friday and finish
es with a 48-7 record. In the first round. 
the match ended at the 2:35 mark and 
just I :22 into the match in the first con
solation bout to Covington·s Michael 
Hagan. 

Senior George Hulsey was eliminat
ed at 1 7 5 pounds and finishes his sea-

son with a 43-13 mark. 
The Purple Rider senior. who won the 

district tournament last weekend at Har
rison Central. was edged out by a 3- l 
decision in the opening round and then 
was edged. 5-4. in the wrestle backs by 
Elmwood's Cannon Endicott. 

River senior Marshal Bier '>aw his 
impressive season and career come to a 
close with a 43-5 mark. 

Bier dropped a tough. 1-0. setback m 
the opening round and then was pinned 
at the 4:34 mark by Defiance Tinora·!> 
Javen Gaines. 

Edison ·s Ethan Waggoner was oust
ed at 165 pounds and finishes with 
a 40-11 record. He was pinned in the 
opening round and fell. 6-3. in the 
wrestle-back match. 

Fort Frye·, fir:-.t appearance at the 
::.tate tournament didn ·t get the opening 
day. Au,tin Pov.ell fell twice at 138 and 
close~ the sea!->on with a 41-13 mark. 

Caldwell"s i'VlaP,hal Sayre wa!:> elim
inated at 190. lfe wa~ decisioned. 5-3. 
and then by a 9-3 ~core. 

,r.,! 

ESCAPE THE ORDINARY •:' 
HOST YOUR NEXT MEETING 

AT WHEELING COUNTRY CLUB! 

At Wheeling Country Club, create an inspiring meeting 
space and environment that brings focus and energy to your 
team. Wheeling Country Club features menus and options 
that can be completely customized to your requests. 

• Flexible Meeting Space for up to 75 Guests 


