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Ohio proposals would let high sch‘c;olers

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) - The
pandemic made Jake Gregg’s senior
year of high school very different than
anticipated. He got by enough to grad-
uate, but now the 19-year-old Ohioan
wants a redo.

The Wheelersburg quarterback as-
pires to play football in college and

wants what coronavirus restrictions
took away last year: the chance to visit
football camps and meet college coach-
es, to play a full finale season in front
of thousands of fans, to absorb more

plummeted during remote and hybrid
learning.

Some Ohio lawmakers are proposing
it’s only fair to offer Gregg and other
students that second chance if they want
it. But the Chio High School Athletic
Association isn’t on board.

Under a measure introduced this
week by GOP Sen. Andrew Brenner, of
Delaware, and Democratic Sen. Teresa
Fedor, of Toledo, students who just fin-
ished their senior year could re-enroll
in 12th grade this fall to take the same

bility for sports.

“It’s really important not only for
student-athletes but for all students that
they get this done, because it was a pret-
ty rough year,” said Gregg, who has ad-
vocated for that flexibility.

An separate House bill sponsored by
Reps. Dontavius Jarretls, D-Colum-
bus, and Brett Hillyer, R-Uhrichsville,
would establish a program in which
high schoolers could seek their district’s
permission to repeat or supplement the
courses they took this school year, and
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redo pandemic year

ics.

Kentucky already created a similar
program for students, and Pennsylvania
parents might be able to have a child
repeat a grade if the governor signs off
on legislation that lawmakers passed
Thursday.

It’s unclear how many students
around Ohio might voluntarily retake
the year if given the opportunity. Gregg
said he knows of 50 or 60 interested
from his and other districts in southern
Ohio. Many of them are student-ath-

See, OHIO, Page B2

classes and get another round of eligi- pursue additional eligibility for athlet-

from classes and elevate his grades that
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PICTURED IS the 2021 Ohio OVAC Ail-Star Softball Team. Front row, from left, are Liz Roderick (Monroe Central), Danyell
Beadling (Harrison), Olivia Starr (Barnesville), Casey Kildow (Union Local), Riley Kinsey (Toronto), Jenna Jaskowiak (St.
Clairsville) and Adnana Lefever (Steubenville CC). Middle row, from left, are Sarah Schaar (Conotton Valley), Jayden Lowe
gBeI!alre), Katie Lively (River), Raegan Wheeler (Caldwell), Harley Nalley (Beallsville) and Lakyn Blackburn (Steubenville).

ack row, from left, are Coach Darrin Young (Harrison Central), Coach Jeremy Bleininger (Conotton Valley), Katie Rufener
(River), Riley Magnani (Union Local), Shelby Thomas (Martins Ferry), Ava Doyle (Martins Ferry) and Coach Jerry Magistro
(Martins Ferry). Absent were Hannah Christoff (Edison) and Kylie Jo Baker (Shadyside).

Union Local’s Kildow: An
all star for all the seasons

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

ELM GROVE - Casey Kildow de-
fines the term ‘student-athlete.’

The recent Union Local graduate has
seemingly received a different schol-
arship almost daily for her work in the
classroom and her work in athletics has
yielded nearly as many accolades.

Kildow will officially close the book
on her prep sports career Monday eve-
ning when she takes part in the OVAC
All-Star Softball Game, which is sched-
uled for 6:30 p.m. at the Chambers
1-470 Complex.

“I am really looking forward to the
game and the chance to ]play one more
(softball) game with Riley (Magnani)
and all of these girls,” Kildow said
during media day festivities Thursday
afternoon.

Kildow has been a common name in
2020-21 OVAC All-Star Games this
school year. Actually, she’s the only
Ohio player on the softball roster to
have been chosen for three of the games
this school year.

She was named to the all-star volley-
ball roster in November, but that game
was called off due to the COVID-19

andemic. She was named to the bas-

etball roster and sat on the Chio bench,
but couldn’t play due to a softball injury
in May.

However, she will be in the lineup on
Monday.

“It’s definitely an honor to have been
chosen for three ail-star games in one
school year,” Kildow said. “It’s excit-
ing to have the opportunity to play in
this (softbatl) game after missing out on
the other two for different reasons.”

In serving as the unquestioned lead-
er of the Jets volleyball, basketball

See, KILDOW, Page B2

Pirates win
in St. Louis

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Bryan Reynolds
had a three-run homer among his three
hits, Chad Kuhl pitched six strong in-

nings and the Pittsburgh Pirates snapped |

a nine-game losing streak against the
St. Louis Cardinals with an 8-2 victory
Thursday night.

Adam Frazier and Phillip Evans also
homered for Pittsburgh in its first win
over St. Louis since Sept. 18, 2020.

Kuhl (2-4) allowed one run and three

hite with twn ctrikanite and three walkc
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Steelers cut
6-time Pro
Bowl guard
DeCastro

PITTSBURGH (AP} - The Pitts-
burgh Steelers on Thursday reieased
six-time Pro Bowl guard David DeCas-
tro in a surprise move.

The 31-year-old DeCastro attended
the team’s mandatory minicamp last
week but did not participate in full-
team drills.

DeCastro, the team’s first-round
pick in the 2012 draft, spent nine years
with the Steelers. He was named All-
Pro following the 2015 and 2017 sea-
sons while ?laying on one of the most
dominant offensive lines in the league.
DeCastro was entering the final season
of a five-year $50-million contract he
signed in 2017.

The decision does free up some sal-
ary-cap space for the Steelers to find a
replacement, but DeCastro’s solid play
on the field and presence in the locker
room deals a significant blow to what is
now a very young offensive line group.

“David was without a doubt one of
the premier offensive linemen during
his time with us,” general manager
Kevin Colbert said in a statement. “He
belped us win a lot of football games,
but it was David’s consistency, reliabil-
ity and professionalism that stood out
more than anything else.”

DeCastro expressed frustration last
December with the disjointed 2020
season. The Steelers won the AFC
North while playing most of their home
games in an empty Heinz Field because
of COVID-19 protocols.

“You’re like, ‘What are we doing
out here?’” DeCastro said at the time.
“I don’t like to make excuses because
we're professionals and stuff but we're
still human. We have emotions and not
having fans there, it’s just tough.”

DeCastro’s abrupt departure means
the Steelers will have an almost com-
pletely rebuilt offensive line entering
2021. Veteran center Maurkice Pounc-
ey retired in January, left tackle Alejan-
dro Villaneuva signed with Baltimore
and left guard Matt Feilier is now with
the Los Angeles Chargers.

Zach Banner is the only starter from
the offensive line group that walked
onto the field for Week 1 in 2020 who
will be back this season, and Banner is
recovering from major knee surgery af-
ter going down in the opener against the
New York Giants.

The Steelers drafted center Kendrick
Green in the third round to take over
for Pouncey. Kevin Dotson will take
over at one of the guard spots, with B.J.
Finney figuring to be the frontrunner
to take over the other one unless Pitts-
burgh finds someone on the market.




Wheeling Central's Jarika Baylor capped off her se-
nicr season by earning first-team all-state honors. |

Baylor Garners |
1st-Team Honor

Central Senior Joined By |
Madonna’s Landry Bone |

File Photo

Wheeling’s Edward Ball shoots for two points during Monday morning’s free basketball clinic at Wilson |

g Putting On A Clinic

Phote by Kim North

By JOE
ALBRIGHT
For The

Intelligencer i

PARKERS- @ .
BURG — To i
call Buffalo soft- |
ball anything but
a Class A power
would be a mis-
take — a huge
misstep as a maiter of
fact.

It just isn’t accurate.

Too much success and
heaps of a positive cul-
ture emanpate from the
program for it to be la-
beled anything but elite,

Yet just because that is
the case, it doesn’t mean
the school stands immune
to down times.

Coming into the 2021
season. Bill Rasnake’s
club was young with a
freshman pitcher and
SaW @ very young group
making up the bulk of

BONE

the midst of those
young batters
stood a seasoned
Class A player ca-
# pable of putting a
3 team on her back:
| Abby Darniey.
(#8  Prior to the year,
- she’d already es-
tablished herself as
one of the top hit-
ting catchers in the classi-
fication and was chasing
a second appearance on
the all-state first team. At
least, that is what the stats
would tell you.

To hear it from her
mouth, she was never
concerned about being
honored a second straight
time.

“My main goal was
just to get on base and get
things started just little

things like that,” Darnley |

said.

Please see BAYLOR.
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Park in North Wheeling,

Harler, Goodwin Among Instructors At Free Event

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING -~ What better
way to kick off summer than
with a basketball clinic featuring
four top-caliber clincians?

That’s exactly what the Beth-
lehem Apostolic Temple did on
a sun-drenched Monday mom-
ing on the Wilson Park court in
North Wheeling.

Hosted by the City of Wheel-
ing, the one-day event was the
brainchild of former Wheeling
Central and West Virginia Uni-
versity hoop standout Chase
Harler, in cooperation with the
North Wheeling Community
Youth Center.

Harler said his message to
the couple of dozen youth who
attended, was one of discover-
ing something that you love and
then pursuing it to the fullest.

“Just find something that you

are passionate about. It could be
basketball. It could be school. It
could be anything,” he said. “I
think sports are important for
younger kids to figure out team-
work and hard work. Find your
passion and set your goals. Then
wake up every day and try to
achieve them.”

Joining Harler, who will be
part of Best Virginia when The
Basketball Tournament begins
later this summer, was former
St. Clairsville and West Liberty
product Dan Monteroso; former
Linsly performer and current
Dallas Cowboy comerback C.J.
Goodwin; and Wheeling Central
graduate David Park, who was
a member of the 16th-seeded
UMBC team that knocked off
No. 1 Virginia in the NCAA
Tournament in 2018

Monteroso said it’s a shame
when he drives past a park and

sees an empty basketball court.

“The sad thing today is you
see a lot of courts like this one
that are usually empty,” he said.
“When I see kids out here on the
court today, it’s great. This is the
game I grew up loving. It means
a lot to me to be able to give my
time back to the kids. I hope
they take at least one thing that
we taught them today and use it
during their careers.

“Every kid thinks they have
to go to a personal trainer to get
better and pay all that money
when these courts are out here
for free. The community puts
these courts up free of charge,”
he stressed. “I'm a firm believ-
er that you only get better by
playing, so to get these kids out
here today playing on the court
is great.”

Please see CLINIC, Page 10
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Rockies Shut
Out Pirates
At Coors Field

By DENNIS GEORGATOS
Associated Press

DENVER — Kyle Freeland pitched
five scoreless innings before leaving
with an apparent leg injury suffered
while running the bases, El as D az
homcred and the Colorado Rockies
beat the Pittsburgh Pirates 2-0 on
Monday.

Yonathan Daza had an RBI triple
and an over-the-shoulder catch of Erik
Gonzalez’s deep flyball to the center
field warning track in a game dubbed
“Opening Day 2.0" after the lifting of
all pandemic-induced attendance re-
strictions at 50,000-seat Coors Field.

The Pirates had six hits. all sin-
gles. Colorado relievers Tyler Kinley,
Jhoulys Chacin and Carlos Estevez
worked an inning each before Daniel
Bard handled the ninth for his 11th
save m {6 chances.

“To a man, they did a nice job.”
Rockies manager Bud Black said.
“We talked about that a lot over the
course of the year, to really finish out
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AP Photo
Pittsburgh Pirates’ Kevin Newman flies
out against Colorado Rockies relief
pitcher Daniel Bard to end the game
Monday in Denver.

a game at times you’re going to need
four relievers. You'd like for it to be
three or at times maybe even two, but
today it was four. It’s a good formula
as long as the guys in the bullpen do
their job and today they did.”

Please sce PIRATES. Page 10
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 West Virginia
'Rallies In OVAC

' All-Star Game

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer
WHEELING - After watching
Ohio take a 4-2 lead with a pair of runs

in the bottom of the sixth inning, West |

Virginia responded.
The Mountaineers scored six times

in the top of the seventh to take an 8-4 |
lead and then held on for a 9-5 victo- | ==
ry in the annual Ohio Valley Athletic | =
Conference All-Star Softball game |

played on sun-soaked Ben’s Field at
the J.B. Chambers I-470 Youth Sports
Complex.

“This was nice. This is a great group
| of kids,” West Virginia head coach
i Sherrie Garner, of Oak Glen, said. “Not
knowing much about most of them,
they had a strong interest to get togeth-
er and play ball. It was a lot of fun.”

Wheeling Park’s Kyla Tharp started
the outburst by rapping a leadoff single
to center and advancing to second on
one of seven errors committed by the
Buckeye State squad. She moved to
| third on a groundout and raced home

when Patriot teammate Lauren Fox

o]
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Phata by Kim North
John Marshall's Tessa Wise fields a
ball during Monday's OVAC All-Star
softball game.

singled sharply to right. Clay-Battelle
catcher Ronda Petrucci, who was in-
jured earlier in the game while chasing
a foul pop up, reached on a fielder’s
choice. John Marshall's Tessa Wise
was hit by a pitch before University’s
Lindsey Vorndran reached on a field-
er’s choice as Fox scored.

Please se¢ RALLIES, Page 10
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Van Meter has signed to play
NCAA Division 1 baseball for
Mount St. Mary’s University in
Maryland.

Van Meter primarily played
shortstop during his senior cam-
paign after having Tommy John
surgery last year. The pandemic
erased the opportunity for a re-
turn trip to Charleston for the two-
time defending state champions in
2020.

Van Meter is a returning all-state
first team member having been a
pitcher in his sophomore season
with an impressive 8-0 record and
0.64 ERA with 73 strikeouts while
batting .325.

Van Meter improved his plate
appearances by having a .478 bat-
ting average this year with 25 RBI
and 26 runs scored.

“He just does a lot of things that
people don’t see that happen in a
game. The practices, challenging
the younger players to do better and
helping them, always encouraging
10 his teammates and always sup-
porting who is pitching,” Moore-
field coach Wade Armentrout said.
“He’s always lifting those guys up
and those are things that people
don’t see in his pitching numbers
or batting average or whatever it
is. They don’t see that and that is
the real guy he is. that is a special
player.”

Joining Van Meter as infielders
on the first team squad are state
semifinalist senior J.W. Armstrong
from Charleston Catholic with a
batting average of .426 with 28
RBI and 21 stolen bases, Man state

runner-up junior Caleb Blevins
with a .500 batting average, Sher-
man junior Josh Jenkins with a bat-
ting average of .505 with 41 RBI
and 35 runs and Buffalo junior Ca-
leb Nutter,

The Class A all-state first team
pitching unit consists of Charles-
ton Catholic senior Jacob Hufford
(2019 first team utility), who the
Irish to the state semifinals with an
11-1 record with a 2.23 ERA and
72 strikeouts in 69 innings pitched;
Greenbrier West senior Evan Mc-
Dade, who tossed 72 strikeouts
with a 1.80 ERA: James Monroe
senior Andrew Hazlewood, who
had a 1.36 ERA with 86 strikeouts
in 51 innings; and Tyler Consoli-
dated sophomore Ty Walton.

The Class A all-state first team
catchers selected were Wahama
junior Ethyn Barnitz with a .338
batting average plus 18 RBI and
South Harrison senior Tommy Da-
vis, who led the Hawks to the Re-
gion Il championship game with a
351 batting average with 33 RBL

The Class A all-state first team
outfield unit includes Man junior
Chase Hurley, who hit .471 as a
powerful gap hitter with good in-
stincts, South Harrison senior Lo-
gan Ross. who batted .426 with
49 runs and 20 RBI with 32 sto-
len bases and Tyler Consolidated
sophomore Jayden Helmick.

The Class A all-state first team
utility group consists of Moorefield
senior Hayden Baldwin (.414 with
35 RBI and 23 runs plus a pitch-
ing recard of 7-1 witha 1.31 ERA
with 535 strikeouts). Williamstown

senior Leewood Molessa (.452
with 33 RBI, 22 stolen bases plus
a 6-3 pitching record with a 1.72
ERA) and Wheeling Central Cath-
olic junior Michael Toepfer.

Baldwin moved up from the
second team in 2019 to be on the
Class A all-state first team this sea-
son in a utility role position play-
ing as a pitcher, shortstop and third
baseman for the Yellow Jackets.

The Class A all-state second
team pitchers are Moorefield state
champion junior Karson Reed (4-2
5.191 ERA, 49K), South Harrison
sophomore Josh Thomaschek (6-
3, 2.73 ERA), Buffalo senior Ja-
kob Smith and Wahama freshman
Bryce Zuspan (4-0, 2.471 ERA);
the second team catchers are East
Hardy senior Alex Miller (.298, 17
runs) and Doddridge County senior
Dylan Knight; the second team
infielders are Charleston Catholic
senior Evan Sayre (.351, 27 RBI),
Williamstown freshman Maxwell
Molessa (.348, 26 runs, 24 SB),
Pendleton County senior Cameron
Kisamore and Cameron junior Na-
than Haeberle (419, 22 RBI, 15
SB); second team outfielders are
Magnolia senior Silas McKeever,
Summers County senior Logan
Fox and Wahama sophomore Lo-
gan Roach (.316, 6 3B) and second
team utility players are Pendleton
County senior Isaiah Gardiner,
Hundred junior Christian Fluharty
(.480, 20 RBI, 20 SB), William-
stown senior Brady Ankrom (4.25,
23 RBI, 29 runs) and Sherman se-
nior Noah Boggs (.436, 33 RBI,
30 runs).

RALLIES
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Madonna’s Madalena a

groundout moved her

over the first baseman.

pitcher. She charted three

Daugherty laced a single
to center that knocked in
a run. Brooke’s Maleaha
Misch also singled in a
run and another crossed
on another error.

“We didn’t really have
any third basemen so we
had some girls playing
out of position,” Ohio’s
Jeremy Bleininger., of
Conotton  Valley, al-
lowed. “We really had no
other choices.”

With the victory, the
Mountaineer State swept
and diamond series, hav-
ing won the baseball
game last week.

West Virginia took a
2-0 lead after two at-bats
and didn’t even have a
hit as a pair of errors and
alert baserunning paved
the way.

Daugherty led the
game off by reaching on
an error. A wild pitch ad-
vanced her to second and

to third. The Blue Dons
standout sprinted home
when a comebacker off
the bat of Linsly's Karena
Recrosio was thrown to
first for the second out.
Madonna’s  Michae-
la Battista was hit with a
pitch with two outs in the
second. After moving up
90 fect on a wild pitch.
she scored on an error.
The Buckeyes drew
even with a pair of runs
in the fourth. Caldwcll’s
Raegan Wheeler walked
with one out and Bcalls-
ville’s Harley Nalley {aid
down a perfect bunt. She
beat the throw to first
that got away as Wheel-
er went to third and Nal-
ley ended up at second.
Wheeler crossed the plate
on a groundout by River’s
Katie Rufener and Nalley
circled the bases when
Union Local’s Rylee
Magnani blooped a single

Dr. Jill Hawkins
Au.D., CCC-A . . -
Dector of Audiclogy  Www, hawkinshearingweirton.com
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Edison’s Hannah Chris-
toff started the Ohio sixth
with a base hit to right.
Bellaire’s Jayden Lowe
laid down a sacrifice bunt
that was thrown wildly to
first, allowing Christoff
to take third. After Lowe
went to second on catch-
er's inditference, Chris-
toff sprinted home on a
wild pitch, just beating
the tag of John Marshall’s
Tessa Wise. Lowe scored
on a groundout for a 4-2.

Jenna Jaskowiak sin-
gled in a run in the sev-
enth for Ohio.

Morgantown’s Mahalie
Moser belted a solo home
run to deep right-center
to cap the scoring in the
eighth.

Clay-Battelle’s Sydney
Wilson had a double, as
did Recrosio.

Shadyside’s Kylie Jo
Baker had a pair of sin-
gles for Ohio. River's
Katie Lively also singled
twice, while Martins Fer-
ry’s Ava Doyle doubled.

Wise, who tied the rub-
ber in the third, sixth and
eighth, was the winning

strikeouts. Wilson record-
ed five Ks.

Lively took the loss.

GAME NOTES

B Players of the Year
were presented plaques in
between innings. They in-
cluded Conotton Valley’s
Masy Baker (Class 1A);
Clay-Battelle’'s  Wilson
(Class 2A); Martins Fer-
ry’'s Lauren McFarland
(Class 3A);, Oak Glen's
Mady McKay (Class 4A);
and Parkersburg South’s
Paige Adams (Class 5A).

® The co-Coaches of
the Year -- Conotton Val-
ley’s Bleininger and Oak
Glen’s Garner -- also re-
ceived plagues.

8 John Marshall’s Dori
Kins and Weir’s Isabel-
la Aperfine were injured
and not able to play.

B Ed and Linda Cihy
were presented with a
special award for their
longtime service to the
sport.

& Veteran john Mar-
shall head coach Ed West
was given a plaque for
achieving his 300th ca-
reer win this season.

Fighting for Justice

Personal Injury
Oil and Gas
Asbestos

_————
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Wrongful Death

[‘_'_:"Frn initial consultation. No fee unless we recover money for you.

Wheeling, WV 5t Clairsvils, OH'|| Moundsvilie, WV, || PRtsburgh, PA =

1-888-4-JUSTICE

toot jumper for a 62-61 lead. The Clippers re-
sponded with the next 10 points and then started

sinking 3-pointers.
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Freeland (1-2) al-
lowed three hits and
struck out seven in his
seventh start of the
season. He missed the
first two months with a
shoulder strain suffered
in spring training.

“Similar to my last
start, the fastball, slider,
curveball combos were
working great,” Free-
land said. “The fastball
command on both sides
of the plate was real-
ly good and Diaz did a
great job back there call-
ing the game.”

Freeland reached on
pitcher Tyler Anderson’s
fielding error in the bot-
tom of the fifth and ap-
parently injured his leg
sliding into third base on
Daza's double.

The injury was be-
lieved to be a leg cramp,
and Black said he was op-
timistic that Freeland will
be able to make his next
start as scheduled, provid-
ed there’s no regression.

Anderson (3-8) went
five innings and allowed
two runs on five hits —
including Diaz’s third ho-
mer of the season, a solo
shot in the fifth — against
his former team.

Anderson, who has lost
his last five decisions,
dealt with some tough
luck at Coors Field.

“You saw the expan-
siveness of this outfield,”
Pirates manager Derek
Shelton said. “There was
a ball there that split the
gap and got in there for
a triple and then he gave
up the homer to Diaz. But
other than that, I thought
he was pretty effective.
He had to grind through
the fifth, and empty the
tank out to get (Charlie)
Blackmon in a big situa-
tion and give us a chance
to win.”

TRAINER’S ROOM

Pirates: 1B Colin Mo-
ran left the game as a
precaution in the bottom
of the first inning after
being hit on the left wrist
by a pitch in in the top of
the inning. Ben Gamel
replaced Moran in the
lineup and Phillip Evans
moved from left field to
first base.

Rockies: RHP Robert

Cuinic

Stephenson was placed on
the 10-day injured list be-
cause of upper back tight-
ness. LHP Ben Bowden
was recalled from Tri-
ple-A Albuquerque.
UP NEXT
Pirates: RHP Chase De
Jong (0-2, 4.94) is sched-
uled for his sixth start of
the season. He is coming
off consecutive losses af-
ter getting no-decisions in
his first three starts.
Rockies: RHP Ger-
man Marquez (6-6, 3.99
ERA) is slated to make
his 17th start of the sea-
son and 11th at home,
where he has gone 5-1
with a 3.56 ERA.
INDIANS 13
TIGERS 5
CLEVELAND (AP)
— Jose Ramirez homered
and drove in five runs,
Austin Hedges had a two-
run shot and Cleveland
blasted Detroit.
NATIONALS 8
METS 4
WASHINGTON (AP)
—~ Kyle Schwarber hom-
ered twice, becoming
the first player in major
league history to hit 15
home runs in a 17-day
span, and the Washington
Nationals beat the New
York Mets 8-4 on Mon-
day night.
ANGELS 5,
YANKEES 3
NEW YORK (AP) —
Shohei Ohtani pounded
his hardest-hit home run
of the season, Jose Suarez
pitched 5 1/3 innings of
one-run relief after Dylan
Bundy threw up on the
mound because of heat
exhaustion and Los An-
geles beat New York.
REDS 12, PHILLIES 4
CINCINNATI  (AP)
— Nick Casteilano hit a
grand siam in the seventh
inning and drove in a ca-
reer-high seven runs as
Cincinnati beat Philadel-
phia.
RED SOX 6
ROYALS S
BOSTON (AP)
Hunter Renfroe homered
twice, the second a 434-
foot solo shot over the
Green Monster to break
a sixth-inning tie, and
Boston rallied for a four-
run deficit to beat Kansas
City.

{Continued from Page 9)

Goodwin said he’s
willing to do anything to
help out kids.

“I’m just here to help
some friends. Rev. (Dar-
rell) Cummings has been
my pastor all my life and
Chase has been a good
friend. Anything I can
do to help, especially
with kids, I’'m all for it,”
Goodwin said. “I don’t
care if it was tennis, I
would come out and help
the kids.”

When asked how bas-
ketball helped him be-
come an NFL player, he
responded, *I think bas-
ketball players are abso-
lutely the most athletic
individuals on this earth.

The movement that bas-
ketball players have to
make during the course
of a game is incredible. |
think playing basketball
helped me tremendously.
I know I can run. I know
I can jump. If you can
catch, then you can play
football.”

Following the three-
hour camp, each partici-
pant was treated to pizza
and received a t-shirt.

The North Wheeling
Community Youth Cen-
ter's summer program
is held every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday
from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.

For more details, call
(304) 233-8899.



INSIDE

Counsel/B3
Comics/B4
Classified/B5-6

The Times Leader.

SECTION

Tuesday,
June 29, 2021

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer
WHEELING -- After watching

Ohio take a 4-2 lead with a pair of
runs in the bottom of the sixth inning,
West Virginia responded.

The Mountaineers scored six times
in the top of the seventh to take an 8-4
lead and then held on for a 9-5 victo-
ry in the annual Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference All-Star Softball game
played on sun-soaked Ben’s Field
at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Youth
Sports Complex.

“This was nice. This is a great
group of kids.” West Virginia head
coach Sherrie Garner, of Oak Glen,

said. “Not knowing much about most
of them, they had a strong interest to
get together and play ball. It was a lot
of fun.”

Wheeling Park’s Kyla Tharp start-
ed the outburst by rapping a leadoff
single to center and advancing to sec-
ond on one of seven errors commiit-
ted by the Buckeye State squad. She
moved to third on a groundout and
raced home when Patriot teammate
Lauren Fox singled sharply to right.
Clay-Battelle catcher Ronda Petrucci,
who was injured earlier in the game
while chasing a foul pop up, reached
on a fielder’s choice. John Marshall’s
Tessa Wise was hit-by-a-pitch be-

OHIO SHORT-
it STOP Casey
Kildow (Union
Local) holds
on to the base
and the ball for
an out as West
Virginia's Amber
Moore (Oak
Glen) slides into
=1 second. Backing
up the play is
- | Chio second
.| baseman Riley
=& et Magnani (Union
=1 Local). The

it umpire is Kelly
——4 Rine.

Y T-L Photo/KIM NORTH

OVAC All-Star Softball Game

fore University’s Lindsey Vorndran
reached on a fielder’s choice as Fox
scored. Madonna’s Madalena Daugh-
erty laced a single to center that
knocked in a run. Brooke’s Maleaha
Misch also singled in a run and anoth-
er crossed on another error.

“We didn’t really have any third
basemen so we had some girls play-
ing out of position,” Ohio’s Jere-
my Bleininger, of Conotton Valley,
allowed. “We really had no other
choices.”

With the victory, the Mountaineer
State swept and diamond series, hav-
ing won the baseball game last week.

See, OVAC, Page B2

Harler stresses passion at hoop camp

By KIM NORTH

Times Leader Sports Writer

WHEELING - What a better
way to kick off summer than with
a basketball clinic featuring four
top-caliber clincians.

That’s exactly what the Beth-
lehem Apostolic Temple did on a
sun-drenched Monday moming on
the “Wilson Park”™ court in North
Wheeling.

Hosted by the City of Wheeling,
the one-day event was the brain-
child of former Wheeling Central
and West Virginia University hoop
standout Chase Harler, in coop-
eration with the North Wheeling
Community Youth Center.

Harler said his message to the
couple of dozen youth who attend-
ed, was one of discovering some-
thing that you love and then pursu-
ing it to the fullest,

“Just find something that you are
passionate about. It could be bas-
ketball. It could be school. It could

be anything,” he said. “I think
sports are important for younger
kids to figure out teamwork and
hard work. Find your passion and
set your goals. Then wake up every
day and try to achieve them.”

Joining Harler, who will be part
of Best Virginia when The Basket-
ball Tournament begins later this
summer, was St. Clairsville and
West Liberty product Dan Mon-
teroso; former Linsly performer
and current Dallas Cowboy corner-
back C.J. Goodwin; and Wheeling
Central graduate David Park, who
was a member of the 16th-seeded
UMBC team that knocked off No.
1 Virginia in the NCAA Tourna-
ment in 2018

Monteroso said it’s a shame
when he drives past a park and sees
an empty basketball court.

“The sad thing today is you see
a lot of courts like this one that are
usually empty,” he said. “When I
see kids out here ¢n the court to-
day, it’s great. This is the game }

Ramirez’s homer, 5
RBIs power Indians
to 13-5 rout of Tigers

grew up loving. [i means a lot to
me to be able to give my time back
to the kids. I hope they take at least
one thing that we taught them to-
day and use it during their careers. M

“Every kid thinks they have to
go to a personal trainer to get better
and pay all that money when these
courts are out here for free. The
community puts these courts up
free of charge,” he stressed. “I'm a |
firm believer that you only get bet-
ter by playing, so to get these kids
out here today playing on the court
is great.”

Goodwin said he's willing to do
anything to help out Kids.

“I'm just here to help some
friends. Rev. (Darrell) Cummings
has been my pastor all my life and
Chase has been a good friend. Any- & =
thing I can do to help, especially %EZ i
with kids, I'm all for it,” Goodwin |[28&y -
said. “I don’t care if it was tennis, 1
would come out and help the kids.”

When asked how basketball

Pitisburgh
blanked by
Rockies

DENVER (AP) - Kyle Freeland
pitched five scoreless innings before leav-
ing with an apparent leg injury suffered
while running the bases, Elias Diaz hom-
ered and the Colorado Rockies beat the
Pittsburgh Pirates 2-0 on Monday.

Yonathan Daza had an RBI triple and
an over-the-shoulder catch of Erik Gonza-
lez’s deep flyball to the center field warn-
ing track in a game dubbed “Opening Day
2.0 after the lifting of all pandemic-in-
duced attendance restrictions at 50,000-
seat Coors Field.

The Pirates had six hits, all singles.
Colorado relievers Tyler Kinley, Jhoulys
Chacin and Carlos Estevez worked an in-
ning each before Daniel Bard handled the
ninth for his 1 [th save in 16 chances.

“To a man, they did a nice job,” Rock-
ies manager Bud Black said. “We talked
about that a lot over the course of the year,
to really finish out a game at times you're
going to need four relievers. You’d like
for it to be three or at times maybe even
two, but today it was four. It’s a good for-
mula as long as the guys in the bullpen do
their job and today they did.”

Freeland (1-2) allowed three hits and
struck out seven in his seventh start of the
season. He missed the first two months
with a shoulder strain suffered in spring
training.

“Simtlar to my last start, the fastbali,
slider, curveball combos were working
great,” Freeland said. “The fastball com-
mand on both sides of the plate was really
good and Diaz did a great job back there
calling the game.”

Freeland reached on pitcher Tyler An-
derson’s fielding error in the bottom of the
fifth and apparently injured his leg sliding
into third base on Daza's doubie.

The injury was believed to be a leg
cramp, and Black said he was optimistic
that Freeland will be able to make his next

start as scheduled, provided there’s no re-
See, PIRATES, Page B2
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See, CAMP, Page B2
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MARTINS FERRY'S Anthony Booth, 12, eyes the
basket during a free basketball clinic at “Wilson Park”
in North Wheeling Monday morning.

Tampa Bay tops
Montreal, 5-1

TAMPA, Fla. (AP)
Canadiens to the Stanley Cup Final with sublime goal-
tending. Carev Price stopped iust about evervthing he

After carrying the Montreal
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Vanderbilt a win away from national title « indians

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) The redshirt freshman COMinued from Page B1 .
- Vanderbilt gave Jack left-hander walked two of ~ With his fourth homer, a towering two-run shot to
Leiter a big early lead and the first three batters and left that barely cleared the 19-foot high wall. Bradley
went on to an 8-2 victo- hit two in a row to bring Zimmer’s RBI single earlier in the inning made it 3-1.
ry over Mississippi State in Vandy’s first run. CJ __In the fourth, Ramirez followed a double by Cesar
in Game 1 of the College the left-field bleachers.  Rodriguez’s two-run sin- Hernandez and Rosario’s third single with his 17th
World Series finals Mon- But McLeod struggled gle and Isaiah Thomas’ homer to put the Indians ahead 9-2.

Mississippi State (48-
18) led 1-0 against its
Southeastern Conference
rival after Kamren James
hit Leiter’s fastball into

national championship.
The Commodores (49-
16) scored seven runs off
Christian MacLeod and
Chase Patrick in the first
inning of a game delayed
an hour because of the
threat of inclement weath-

day night to move within for a second straight CWS RBI double brought on The Indians pounced on Manning for two runs in
the first as Ramirez hit an RBI groundout and Eddie

Rosario delivered a sacrifice fly.
Cabrera got a run back in the second with his sixth

a win of a second straight

er that never materialized.

start.

Patrick.

* OVAC

Continued from Page 81

West Virginia took a 2-0 lead
after two at-bats and didn’t even
have a hit as a pair of errors and
alert baserunning paved the way.

Daugherty led the game off by
reaching on an error. A wild pitch
advanced her to second and a
groundout moved her to third. The
Blue Dons standout sprinted home
when a comebacker off the bat of
Linsly’s Karenna Recrosio’s was
thrown to first for the second out.

Madonna’s Michaela Battista
was hit with a pitch with two outs
in the second. After moving up 90
feet on a wild pitch. she scored on
an error.

The Buckeyes drew even with
a pair of runs in the fourth. Cald-
well’s Raegan Wheeler walked
with one out and Beallsville's Har-
ley Nalley laid down a perfect bunt.
She beat the throw to first that got
away as Wheeler went to third and
Nalley ended up at second. Wheel-
er crossed the plate on a groundout
by River’s Katie Rufener and Nal-

ley circied the bases when Union
Local’s Rylee Magnani blooped a
single over the first baseman.

Edison's Hannah Christoff start-
ed the Ohio sixth with a base hit
to right. Bellaire’s Jayden Lowe
laid down a sacrifice bunt that was
thrown wildly to first, allowing
Christoff to take third. After Lowe
went to second on catcher’s indif-
ference. Christoff sprinted home
on a wild pitch, just beating the
tag of John Marshall’s Tessa Wise.
Lowe scored on a groundout for a
4-2.

Jenna Jaskowiak singled in a run
in the seventh for Chio.

Morgantown’s Mahalie Mos-
er beited a solo home run to deep
right-center to cap the scoring in
the eighth.

Clay-Battelle’s Sydney Wilson
had a double, as did Recrosio.

Shadyside’s Kylie Jo Baker had
a pair of singles for Ohio. River’s
Katie Lively also singled twice,
while Martins Ferry's Ava Doyle

doubled.

Wise, who tied the rubber in the
third, sixth and eighth, was the
winning pitcher. She charted three
strikeouts. Wilson recorded five
Ks.

Lively took the loss.

GAME NOTES

& Players of the Year were pre-
sented plaques in between innings.
They included Conoiton Valley’s
Masy Baker (Class 1A); Clay-Bat-
telle’s Wilson (Class 2A); Martins
Ferry’s Lauren McFarland (Class
3A), Oak Glen’s Mady McK-
ay (Class 4A); and Parkersburg
South’s Paige Adams (Class 5A).

m The co-Coaches of the Year
- Conotton Valley’s Bleininger
and Oak Glen’s Gamer — also re-
ceived plaques.

B John Marshall’s Dori Kins
and Weir’s Isabella Aperfine were
injured and not able to play.

® Ed and Linda Cihy were pre-
sented with a special award for
their longtime service to the sport.

e Pirates

Continued from Page B1

gression.

Anderson (3-8) went five in-
nings and allowed two runs on {five
hits ~ including Diaz’s third ho-
mer of the season, a solo shot in the
fifth — against his former team.

Anderson. who has lost his last
five decisions, dealt with some
tough luck at Coors Field.

“You saw the expansiveness
of this outfield.” Pirates manager
Derek Shelton said. “There was
a ball there that split the gap and
got in there for a triple and then he
gave up the homer to Diaz. But oth-
er than that, I thought he was pretty
effective. He had to grind through
the fifth, and empty the tank out
to get (Charlie) Blackmon in a big
situation and give us a chance to

lngmﬁerng
3 cups all-purpose flour, plus more for dusting

2 tabri.espoons granulated sugar

112 teaspoon salt

1/4 cup cold vegetable shortening

2 sticks cold unsalted butter, cut into small pieces

win.

BACK TO NORMAL

The “re-opening” pageantry in-
cluded a flyover by four Air Force
fighter jets, pregame introductions
for both teams and the return of
tossing of bags of peanuts into the
crowd from an upper-deck radio
booth during the seventh-inning
stretch. It was the first game with-
out restricted attendance at Coors
Field since Sept. 29, 2019, against
the Milwaukee Brewers.

DERBY STORY

The Rockies will have home-
town entrant in the Home Run
Derby. Trevor Story confirmed his
participation in the July 12 compe-
tition being staged at hitter-friendly
Coors Field. also the site of the All-

Star Game the next day. Story joins
Shohei Ohtani of the Los Angeles
Angels, Trey Mancini of the Bal-
timore Orioles and Pete Alonso of
the New York Mets as competitors
in the derby. Alonso won the most
recent Home Run Derby in 2019.

TRAINER’S ROOM

Pirates: 1B Colin Moran left the
game as a precaution in the bottom
of the first inning after being hit on
the left wrist by a pitch in in the top
of the inning. Ben Gamel replaced
Moran in the lineup and Phillip Ev-
ans moved from left field to first
base.

Rockies: RHP Robert Stephen-
son was placed on the 10-day in-
jured list because of upper back
tightness.

1 l."2 cups H]-purposc flour

1 112 teaspoons bakin, der
1/4 teaspggt? salt B
3/4 cup granulated sugar

“STARS AND STRIPES CUPCAKES

2 large .
1 la.f?stieg(lz tablespoons) unsalted butter, melted

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Line a 12-cup muffin pan with paper liners; set aside.

homer, a shot to right-center.

BIEBER UPDATE

Indians ace Shane Bieber will undergo another scan
on his sore shoulder later this week. The AL’s reign-
ing Cy Young winner was shut down on June 14 after
complaining of tightness following a start.

Manager Terry Francona said Bieber was examined
by a team physician on Monday “and they were both
pretty pleased with it.”

THIS & THAT

Cleveland’s Eddie Rosario extended his hitting
streak to 14 games. ... Cabrera has 2,915 hits, 14
away from tying Al Simmons for 40th place. ... The
Indians are 73-23 against the Tigers since 2016.

e Camp

Continued from Page B1

helped him become an NFL player, he responded,
“I think basketball players are absolutely the most
athletic individuals on this earth. The movement that
basketball players have to make during the course of
a game is incredible. I think playing basketball helped
me tremendously. 1 know I can run. I know 1 can
jump. If you can catch, then you can play footbali.”

Following the three-hour camp, each participant
was treated to pizza and received a t-shirt.

The North Wheeling Community Youth Center’s
summer program is held every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m.

For more details, call (304) 233-8899.

Moundsville tops Barton

CRESCENT League-leading Moundsville
picked up a 3-1 road victory Monday night in Ohio
Valley Baseball League action on Henning Field in-
side Pramesa Park.

The Expos received a two-run homer from Tim Mi-
randy in the top of the fourth that was the difference.
Hunter Cottrell had an RBI inb the first inning.

The Braves lone run came off the bat of Bailey Mc-
Grath in the form of a first-inning homer.

Greyson Loweecy pitched into the seventh to get
the win. He fanned eight, walked one and scattered
seven hits.

Ben Taylor took the loss. He struck out seven,
walked two and gave up just four hits in two innings.
Dillon Suanafrank pitched two innings, punching out
three and yielding two hits.

Barton is back in action tonight as Weirton visits
Belmont County.

I large egg yolk. plus 1 beaten egg for brushing 1 tablespoon pure vanilla extract
6 to & tablespoons ice water 1/3 cup milk
Cearse sugar, for sprinkling ing:
1 cups iresg cherries {Bing, sour or a mix; about 2 1/4 peunds), pitted § ﬁps mnf“:ﬁm::;g%;rmom temperature
2/3 to 3/4 cup granulated sugar (depending on the sweetness of your 1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
cherries) 1/2 teaspoon raspberry extract
2 tablespoons corpstarch 2 to 3 tablespoons mi
1 teaspoon grated lemon zest, plus 1 tablespoun fresh lemon juice Red gel fooj’ggloﬁng
114 teaspoon pure almond extract 142 cup blue candy melts
Instructions e
1. Make the crust: Pulse the flour, granulated sugar and salt in a foad processor. Add the shortening and 1 stick

butter; pulse until the lour loeoks fike coarse meal. Add the remaining butter and pulse until it is in pea-size
pieces. Add the egg yolk and 6 tablespouns ice water: pulsc until the dough just begins to clump, adding up
to 2 more tablespoons water if needed. Transfer the dough tu a large sheet of plastic wrap and gather into 2
2-by-12-inch log. Wrap and refrigerate until firm. at least 7 hours or overnight.

2. Put a baking sheel on the middle oven rack and prehieat S0 degrees F Make the filling: Combine the
chernes, granufated sugar, cornstarch, lemon zest and juice, and ainwend eatract in a large bowl: toss until the
sugar i dissolved and the cherries are coated, Set the &lling astde,

3. Cut the dough i half; cut one half into & pieces (keep the other half refrigerated). Roll each piece into a
é-inch round on a lightly floured surface. Base cach round into a 5-inch pie plate, letting the excess dough
hang over the cdge. Evenly divide the filling among the bottom crusts {the pies will be full).

4. Remove the remaining dough from the refrigerator and use to make the top crusts (see options below);
assemble the pies. Brush the top crusts with the beaten cgg and sprinkle generously with coarse sugar. Refrig-
erate the pies until firm, about 30 minutes. Put the pies on the got baking sheet in the oven and reduce the

2. Make the cupcakes: Whisk the flour, baking powder and salt in a medium bowl. Combine the granulated
sugar and eggs in a large bowl; beat with a mixer on medium-high speed until pale and thick, about 2 minutes.
Beat in the melted butter and vanilla until smooth. Reduce the mixer to low speed; beat in half of the flour
mixture, the milk, then the remaining flour mixture until smooth.

3. Divide the batter among the prepared muffin cups and bake until a toothpick comes out clean, 20 to 25
minutes. Let cool 10 minutes in the pan, then remove to a rack to cool completely.

4. Make the frosting: Beat the butter in a large bowl with a mixer on medium speed until creamy, about 1 min-
ute. Gradually beat in the confectioners’ sugar until smooth, then beat in the vanilla and raspberry extracts.
Beat in the milk, 1 tablespoon at a time, until creamy. Transfer half of the frosting to a separate bowl and tint
red with food coloring. Put the white and red frosting in separate zip-top bags: snip a corner of each. Snip a
corner of a larger zip-top bag; put both frosting bags in the larger bag and twist so that they pipe out of the
snipped corner. Pipe the fmstin%onto the cupcakes.

5. Make the candy stars: Line a baking sheet with parchment paper. Microwave the candy melts in a micro-
wave-safe bowl in 45-second intervals, stirring, until smooth. Transfer to a small zip-top bag and snip a small




PLAYER OF THIE YEAR

WEST VIRGINIA ROSTER

LAUREN FOX
MALEAHA MISCH
EMMA WHIPKEY

ISABELLA APERFINE

ALEXIS ADAMS
MAHALIE MOSER

KARENA RECROS!IO
MICHAELA BATTISTA

RONDA PETRUCCI
TESSA WISE

MADALENA DAUGHERTY

DORIKINS

LINDSEY VORNDRAN

SHYANNA WHITE
JAIRIKA BAYLOR
KYLA THARP
SYDNEY WILSON
GRACE HAINES
AMBER MOORE

38 WHEELING PARK

P BROOKE

INF - CAMERON

INF WEIRTON

CF WEIRTON

OF MORGANTOWN
C/OF  LINSLY

ZB MADONNA

C CLAY BATTELLE
P/OF/IF JOHN MARSHALL
SS/CF MADONNA

18 JOHN MARSHALL
CF UNIVERSITY

1B MAGNOLIA

o WHEELING CENTRAL
PMB  WHEELING PARK
CLAY BATTELLE
PM1B  MORGANTOWN
INF OAK GLEN

COACHING STAFF

HERRIE GARNER
RILIPSCOMB
AINDY PARK

OAK GLEN
MORGANTOWN
UNIVERSITY

OVAC SOFTBALL
ALL STAR GAME

MONDAY JUNE 28. 2021
JB CHAMBERS 1-470 COMPLEX

BEN’S FIELD




