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|St. C. sweeps OVAC
swim championships

* Martins Ferry’s Bolinger captures two golds

| By KYLE LUTZ
For The Times Leadar

WELLSBURG - Right when the first
homed sounded, it was clear the Wheeling
Park and St. Clairsville swimming teams were
on a mission.

The Patriots and Red Devils accomplished
that rmission in dominating fashion as both the
Wheeling Park boys’ and girls’ teams claimed
the 5A title, while St. Clairsvilie hoisted the
1A-4A trophies at the OVAC Bill Brubak-
er Swimming Championships Saturday at
Brooke High School.

This is the fourth straight conference ti-
tle for the Wheeling Park girls and second
straight for the boys.

The Brooke girls were runner-ups in the
big school while Linsty came in second in the
small school.

On the boys side, Parkersburg South got
second in 5A and Linsly secured runner-up
honors in 1A-4A.

“I think we had some phenomenal times on
both the girls and boys team,” Wheeling Park
coach Pat Durkin said. “We had some PRs and
& couple of school records fell. Everybody just
stepped up. We knew what we needed to do
and the boys scored 503 points. That's a lot of
points to score in a tmeet, so we scored all the
way down. I'm really happy with them.”

For the Red Devils, it was the second
straight year they hoisted the hardware. The
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TOP: St. Clairsville's Kylie McKeagan swims her leg of the 200 medley relay as the
Red Devils set a pool and OVAC record.,

ABOVE LEFT: St. Clairsville's Casadie DiBetta broke an OVAC record In the 100
braaststroke. '
ABOVE RIGHT: Martins Ferry's Jarrett Bolinger won a pair of events.

day could not have started any better for the
girls® team.

In the first event, Qlivia Moyer, Casndie
DiBetta, Kylie McKeegan and Maggie Maro-
dy swam to a victory in the 200 medley relay
in a time of 1:53.20. The time broke every .
record on paper including the open, pool and
conference.

“It set a good tone for the day for the girls
and then the boys came back in the medley
relay and actwally outdid themselves,” St
Clairsville coach Emie Banks said. “Bath
boys and girls medley, the girls winning was
just absolutely starting out the day wonde;-
ful.”

That set the tone for St. Clairsville as it
compifed a total of five more gold medals on
the day, including another OVAC record.

DiBetta, a freshman, touched the wall
first in the 100 breaststroke, clocking in at
1:05.77. ’

"It was really fun and it was nice doing it
with ali the support on the team,” DiBetta said
about breaking the record.

“I was really nervous before, it was really
fun doing it and when I looked up, it was a
nice feeling.”

DiBetta also won the 200 IM (2:15.14)
and was also on the first leg of the winning
400 freestyle relay team with Moyer, Marody
and Brenna Planey (3:51.68).

“She did. She came out. The girl has been

See, SWIM, Page B2




e Swim -

" Continued from Page B1

“She did. She came be a four-time champion in down to the final streich,
out. The girl has been sick it. So, [ was just really happy  Seeded No. 3 in the final
all week and soldiering aboutit” heat of the 200 1M, his qual-
through,” Banks said about  Heilman secured anoth- ifying time was about eight
DiBetta. “She’s got some er individual gold medal in seconds behind the top seed.
pretty hard cheerleading the 100 backstroke as she However, Schellhase let his
practices going on also. She clocked in at 1:00.10, work do all the talking as
came in tired, came in sick She was also on the win- he cdged out University’s
and was still able to do what ning 200 freestyle relay Frank McCutchan by a {in-
she did. I'm real proud of team with Melina McCabe, gemail as he clocked in at
her.” Jenna Bopp and Abby Tum- 2:09.24 compared 1o Mc-

Another impressive feat er (1:46.53). Cuatchan’s 2:09.33.
that was accomplished was  “Sarah has been an out-  “Chuckie had an outstand-
by Wheeling Park’s Sarah standing swimmer for (he ing meel. He dropped time
Heilman in the 100 butter- last four years,” Durkin said. in both individual eveats,”
fly. While she didn’t set a “She’s a competitor. When Durkin said. “He stepped up
record, she did complete she gets on the blocks, she’s and that just gives me a lot
the sweep in the event, win- going to win. You can tell of hope and faith in him in
ning it for the fourth time she wants to win.” the next couple of weeks.””
in as many tries when she  Tumneralso wontwoindi- A similar incident oc-
touched the pad in 1:00.10. vidual events for the Patriots curred during the 204 {ree-

“I"'m really happy about in the 50 freestyle {24.92) style relay as Wheeling Park
that,” Heilman said. “I was and 100 freestyle (54.43).  foursome of Scheilhase,
so nervous this whole week  On the boys side for Alexander Dague, Manav-
about the 100 fly becavse I Wheeling  Park, Charles ed Kuttan and Caleb Lucas
wasn't seeded to win it this Schellhase claimed the lone won the gold on the {inal
year and I really wanted to individual victory that came stretch in 1:37.23,
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Marody  also  claimed
two individual titles for St
Clairsville in the 200 free-
style (2:02.63) and 5800
freestyle (5:20.77).

“It's a good streak to
have,” Banks said about
winning  two  conference
championships in a row.
“These kids train bard. They
work hard and 1 hope they
enjoy this. I hope they enjoy
this moment. Team-wise,
we did great, but individu-
al-wise, cach and every onc
of these kids that swam (Sat-
urday), all of them had a tre-
mendous swim.”

Martins  Ferry's  Jarrett
Bolinger claimed two gold
medals.

The junior first won the
100 freestyle in a time of
49.32.

He followed that up with
a victory in the 100 breast-
stroke (1:02.43).
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Wheeling Park, St.C. Hope to Hold on to Crowns

OVAC. swim meet is
Saturday at Brooke

By KYLELUTZ
Staff Writer

WHEELING — When it comes to swimming invi-
tationals, the OVAC Bill Brubaker Swimming Cham-
pionship always provides prep swim fans with exciting
races. That will certainly be the case again when the
get in the pool Saturday morning at Brooke
High School as Meet Director Bill Brubaker feels there
could be many records that could fafl.

“They're quite good across the board. The top seeds
are in with very good swims,” Brubaker said about the
qualifying times. “And it looks like it’s going to be a
very good meet.

“T think we'll see several records gohytlmboards
on Saturday.”

In2018 itwas acleahswmfurboththeblgschml
and small school as the Whee boys and girls
won the 5A division while St &:sw]]e claimed the

1A~4A tifles.

For the Patriots, it was the third consecufive title for
the girls’ team, while the boys’ team hoisted the hard-
wiire for the first time since 2009,

With a reigning champion retrning in four events,
WhﬁelmgPatkcoachPatDuﬂm feels confident about
this year’s squads, but knows that they’ll have to put
in the work,

“Last year, omboysteamwasyoung We were
madé up of a bunch of juniors,” Durkin said. “They
swam really well. This year, they're all back, they're
older, they're swimming much betier and look like
ready {o repeat.

“The core is still there. We lost some girls to gradu-
ation. The younger kids, (Abby) Tumer, (Jenna} Bopp
and (Sarah) Heilman, they’re still there. And we got
some other senioss and juniors that can add to the mix.
We’ll be: in the hunt overll. It's going to take some
work to catch St. Clairsville. 'Ihelrglﬂsteammloaded
this year.”

That may be an lmde;rstalem:nt.

Please see CROWNS, Page 9

Photo by TIT‘IBI‘
Park's Sarah Hellman and the Patriots are ready to hit
or Saturday’s OVAC Champlonships at Brooke.

Wheelin?
the pool
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The Red Devils girls’
team returns Maggie Mar-
ody, the winner of the 200
freestyle and 500 freestyle.
Ste won bpth events Jast
season as a freshman and is
the top seed in both events
going into Saturday.

“Oh, very impressive. I
expect her to repeat it this
year,” St. Clairsville coach
Ernie Banks said about Ma-
rody. “We got a brand new
pack of freshman that are
extremely strong in Kylie
McKeegan, Olivia Moyer,
Brenna Planey, Casadie Di-
Betta,

“We’re looking for her to
break the OVAC record in
the 100 breaststroke.”

The boys 200 freestyle

| relay team for St. Clairsville

will return every leg from
last year’s winning squad,
to0,

“T want to say, the ones
that were on the podium last
year, they all return except
for one senior boy, Michael
DiBetta. The boys did lose a
lot of point getters, though.

. We did lose a lot of seniors.

It’s going to be hard to make
up for that,” Banks said.

For Pak, Heilman
claimed two individual titles
last year in the 100 butter-
fly and 100 backstroke. She
carrently holds the fastest
time in the backstroke.

Turner looks to repeat as
the 50 freestyle champion
as she touched the wall first
last year as a freshman.

“Sarah is a real consis-
tent swimmer,” Durkin said,
“Since her freshman year,
she has always been one
of our top performers and
again she is one of our top
performers. She’s a hard
worker, whatever stroke

_she decides to swim, I think

she’ll do well. Every event
Sarah swims, whether the
two relays or two individ-
ual events, she’s looking at
a really close first- ar sec-
ond-place finish.”

Speaking of relays, one
of the events of the day will
be the 200 freestyle relay
on the girls’ side. And, of
course, the Patriots and Red
Devils will clearly be the fa-
vorites, With St. Clairsville
as the top seed and Wheel-
ing Park the No. 2, the two
teams already have some
successful history together.

On Jan. 7, the Patriots
(Heilman, Bopp, Tumer
and Melina McCabe} and

of Wheeling Park - (500
freestyle), Brooke’s Noah
Horvath (100 backstroke)
and Martins Ferry's Jarrett
Bolinger (100 breaststroke).

Other winning relay
teams on the boys side from
1ast year include the Beaver
Local 200 medley relay and
St. Clairsville {200 and 400
freestyle relay).

The reigning girls relay
champions are Linsly (200
freestyle} and Wheeling
Park (200 medley and 400
freestyle).

“As ateam, we would like
to repeat. We would abso-
Jutely like to repeat,” Banks
said on goals. “If the cards
come out right, then we
shall, For the boys, our top
point getters, they did all re-
turn this'year. Between Mat-
thew Marling, Ethan Banks,
Adam Balcar and Nate Yost,
all four of our top point
getiers are returning, so we
should have a very strong
boys, aithough, we don’t
have the depth. The girls did .
lose some point getters, but
we lost just as rmany as we
gained..

“I expect the girls to keep
steady and the boys, I hope
they fight to keep what they
had before.”

On the girls’ side, the
Red Devils have 8 of 11
top seeds including the 200
medley relay, 200 freestyle
(Marody), 200 IM (Casa-
die DiBetta), 50 freestyle
(McKeegan), 500 freestyle
(Marody), 200 freestyle re-
lay, 100 breaststroke {Casa-
die DiBetta) and 400 free-
style relay.

Turner has the top time in
th 100 freestyle while Heil-
man has the fastest time on
hold in the 100 backstroke.
University’s Jacqueline Mec-
Cutchan holds the top time
in the 100 butterfly.

For the boys, Parkersburg
South holds six of the fastest
times going into Saturday in-
cloding the 200 medley relay
and 200 freestyle relay, Mac-
guire McDuff boasts the No.
1 seed in the 200 freestyle
and 50 freestyle, while teamn-
mate Jorge Rojo Sato has the
top time in the 100 butterfly
and 100 backstroke,

Bolinger clocked in the
fastest during the season in
the (100 freestyle and 100
breaststroke) while Frank
McCutchan of University also
holds two No. 1 seeds (200
IM and 500 feestyle).




- The boys 200 freestyle

: relay team for St. Clairsville

will return every leg from
last year’s winning squad,
too.

“I want to say, the ones
that were on the podium last
year, they all return except
for one senior boy, Michael
DiBetta. The boys did lose a
lot of point getfers, though,

. We did Iose a lot of sepiors,

1t’s going to be hard to make
up for that,” Banks said.
For  Park, Heilman
claimed two individual titles
last year in the 100 butter-
fly and 100 backstroke. She
currently holds the fastest
time in the backstroke,
Turner looks to repeat as
the 50 freestyle champion
as she touched the wall first
last year as a freshman.
“Sarah is a real consis-
tert swimimer,” Durkin said.
“Since her freshman year,
she has always been’ one
of our top performers and
again she 'is one of our top
performers. She's a hard
worker, whatever stroke

.she decides to swim, I think

she’ll do well. Every event
Sarah swims, whether the
two relays or two individ-
udl events, she’s looking at
a really close first- or sec-
ond-place finish,”

Speaking of relays, one
of the events of the day will
be the 200 freestyle relay
on the girls’ side.” And, of
course, the Patriots and Red
Devils will clearly be the fa-
vorites. With St. Clairsville
as the top seed and Wheel-
ing Park the No. 2, the two
teams already have some
successful history together,

On Jan. 7, the Patriots
(Heilman, Bopp, Turner
and Melina McCabe) and
Red Devils (Casadie DiBet-
ta, McKeegan, Planey and
Marody) both broke their
respective schools records in
the 200 freestyle relay.

“It looks like those two

‘relay teams are set to go at
/it again,” Durkin said. “The

difference, I think it was
three or four hundredths of o
second. Those two teams are
going to be going at it and [
don’t think anybody else in
the OVAC is going to touch
those teams. I think that's
going to be the race of the
day. It’s going to be fun to
watch,”

Other champions retumn-
ng are Charles Schellhase
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shiall. For the boys, our top
point getters, they did all re-
turn this'year. Between Mat-
thew Marling, Ethan Banks,
Adam Balcar and Nate Yost,
all four of our top point
Betters are returning, so we
should have a very strong
boys, although, we don’t
have the depth. The girls did
lose some point getters, but
we lost just as many as we
gained..

“I expect the girls to Keep
steady and the boys, I hope
they fight to keep what they
had before,”

On the girls’ side, the
Red Devils have 8 of 11
top seeds including the 200
medley relay, 200 freestyle
{Marody), 200 IM (Casa-
die DiBetta), 50 freestyle
(McKeegan), 500 freestyle
(Marody), 200 freestyle re-
lay, 100 breaststroke (Casa-
die DiBetta) and 400 free-
style relay.

Turner has the top time in
th 100 freestyle while Heil-
man has the fastest time on
hold in the 100 backstroke.
University's Jacqueline Mc-
Cutchan holds the top time
in the 100 butterfly.

For the bays, Parkersburg
South holds six of the fastest
times going into Saturday in-
cluding the 200 medley relay
and 200 freestyle relay. Mac-
guire McDuff boasts the No.
! seed in the 200 freestyle
and 50 freestyle, while team-
mate Jorge Rojo Sato has the
top time 1 the 100 butterily
and 100 backstroke.

Bolinger clocked in the
fastest during the season in
the (100 freestyle and 100
breaststroke) while Frank
McCutchan of University also
holds two No, 1-seeds (200
IM and 500 freestyle).

Wheeling Park is the No.
1 seed in the 400 freestyle
relay.

“1 expect the boys to win -

overall,” Durkin said, “They
have enough talent and we
have enough kids in all the
events seeded high enough
that if we don’t make any ma-
Jor ristakes, the boys should
walk with the overall champi-
onship. The girls should win
the 5A, but to win the overall,
they have a lot of ground to
catch against St. Clairsville,
That girls’ team is one of the
gems of the OVAC right now.
They’re really talented and
have some very good swim-
mers over there,”



