
Photo by Cody Tomer Magnolia shortstop Paige Brill reaches out to field a ball during Monday's OVAC 3A final game at the 1-470 Complex. 

Magnolia Falls to Crestview Rebels claim 
first OVAC title 

By CODY TOMER 
Staff Writer WHEELING - It didn't take long for the Crestview softbaII program to add an OVAC championship plaque to its trophy case. 

In its second year in the conference, the Rebels locked up the OVAC 3A crown by virtue of a 1-0 win over Magnolia on Lisa's Field at the I-4 70 Complex on Monday. 
It's just the school's second overaII OVAC title - the•first coming this past season in volleyball. 

"This Is my third year coaching and our second year in the OV AC," Crestview coach Greg Eskra said. "It's great. "We've been playin~ very loose and I told them 'if they are going to beat us, make them beat us and don't beat ourselves.' 
"We played loose and didn't have any errors. They are just a fun group to coach." Toe Ione run of the contest came in the bottom of the first when Ieadoff bitter Haley Eskra reached on an error and came around to score on a passed ball. Crestview (I 7-4) only notched two hits in th~ game but as it turned out, they didn't need any. 

thought it would come down to one run in the first inning on a rassed ball," Coach Eskra said. This was a pitcher's dual and (Ashley Tharp) threw a great game for them." . Magnolia ( 16-5) had its opportunities but couldn't capital-1ze as it stranded six runners on base and bad a runner thrown out at third trying to steal in the first • 
"We shot ourselves in the foot," Magnolia coach Angela Johnson sllid. "Take away that first inning and I felt like we could have gone to extra innings for sure. 

"But their catcher (Karsyn Moore) bas a really nice arm. 
"Whoever would have Please see MAGNOLIA. Page 12 



_ CHAMPIONSHIPS 

• Photo by Kyle Lutz 
Steubenville's Ste! Blackbum slides Into home safely after 
a passed ball as Brooke's Rachel Kazmlrskl awaits a throw 
during Monday's game. 

Steubenville 
Edges Brooke 
Big double play in game because we fought and played hard the whole game. 

7th helps B·1g Red It's just sometimes you need 
breaks and you need Lady 
Luck on your side." 

By KYLE LUTZ 
Starr Writer 

WHEELING - One big 
play can change the momen
tum of the game in the blink 
of an eye. Hence was the case 
during the OV AC Class 5A 
championship game between 
Brooke and Steubenville Mon
day. With the base loaded and 
no outs in a one run game, 
Lakyn Blackburn caught a soft 
line drive and threw the ball to 
third base to convert a double 
play. The sequence gave Big 
Red a little bit of breathing 
room as it was able to get out 
of the jam and hold off a fierce 
Bruins rally to secure the SA 
title, 5-4 at the J.B. Chambers 
Complex. 

"I have no clue what to say 
other than you tell your kids 
to make a play," Steubenville 
coach Gus DiMarzio said. 
"We made a play. Lucky for 
us their baserunner was a lit
tle too far away from the base 
on a soft liner. We caught it, 
made a pla} at third. It bailed 
us out real y. I'm not saying 
we didn't deserve to win this 

Steubenville held a com
fortable 5-0 lead after three 
innings. Thanks to a couple 
of errors in the first inning by 
Brooke, Big Red scored three 
runs, one coming from a RBI 
single from Mary Marshall. 

She capped the scoring 
in the opening frame as she 
crossed tiome plate thanks to a 
thorwing error by the catcher. 

Big Red continued to add 
to its lead in the third innning 
thanks to back-to-back RBI 
singles from Raven Banks and 
Sadie Carduci. 

However, Brooke pitcher 
Rachel Kazmirski kept Big 
Red in check and did not allow 
a hit for the rest of the game. 

Maddie Fields, showed her 
resiliency for Steubenville as 
she was able to get out of a 
pair of jams. 

With one out and the bases 
loaded, the Big Red defense 
bent, but did not break. A 
strikeout and a fly out to left 
field ended the threat. 

Please see STEUBENVILLE, 
Page 13 



STEUBENVILLE 
(Continued from Page 11) 

The junior .Pitcher faced a 
similar situation in the sev
enth with the bases loaded 
and no outs. She started the 
inning off with four straight 
walks, but the big dou
ble-play saved the day for 
Big Red. 

"There• s probably no.t two 
better pitchers in the Valley 
than these two (Kazmirski 
and Fields)," DiMarzio said. 
"Maddie is as tough as they 
come. I got up off the buck
et in the seventh inning and 
she told me to sit back down. 
So I sat back down and she 
got out of it. She has confi
dence in herself, she's tough 
and she works hard. What 
can you say? She fought her 
way out." 

Brooke, though, did not 
go down without a fight. 
In the fifth inning, Jaycee 
Mitchell blasted a three-run 
home run over the left field 
fence to put the score at 5-3 
in favor of Big Red. Mitch
ell also had a double in the 
fourth inning that broke up 
Fields' no-hit bid. 

"I think we were a lit
tle nervous early," Brooke 

CADETS 
(Continued from Page 11) 

One of those ill-fated scor
ing o~portunities came in the 
first mning. Cade Hannahs 
singled and Jared Kernen dou
bled, J'lacing Shamrocks on 
secon and third with one out. 
Petho, however, was up to the 
task, inducing a popout to third 
before recording a strikeout. 

The two teams traded zeroes 
through the first four innings 
before each pushed across a 
run in the fifth. 

Linsly drew first blood 
when nsing sophomore 2'1c 
Taylor rocketed a double to 
deep left before a wild pitch 
and an error yielded a Cadet 
run. Barnesville answered im
mediately in the home-half. 
Hannahs sini,Jed and scored on 
a double to n&ht by Jefferis. 

Cartwright s crew mustered 
up some seventh inning light
rung to pull out the verdict 

Taylor opened the frame 
by crushing another double. 
Scrappy junior Lee Paull pro
duced a perfect sacrifice bunt 
before Kobe Hill delivered a 
RBI single for what proved-to
be the game-winning run. 

Jules Gioven$o added fuel 
to the uprising with a single be
fore Petho delivered the dagger 
with a two-run single for a 4-1 
cushion. 

The Shamrocks didn't 
~--~~~Y.c ~-- the~- ~~en_th 

coach Jim DiCarlo said. 
"I'm so proud of the kids 
and the community for com
ing out. The support of the 
kids, the parents and the fans 
were just great. We sure had 
our chances there at the end, 
but sometimes things just 
don't go your way. Big Red 
is a great team. I congratu
late them. I give our kids 
a million credits for being 
down 5-0 to a team like that 
and having a chance to ',Vin 
it in the last inning." 

Carli Julio supplied the 
other hit for the Bruins. She 
also plated the final ruiCof 
the game. 

Kazmirski ',Vent the dis
tance as she had three strike
outs and gave up four hits. 

"As the game goes on, she 
seems to get better," Dicar
lo said. "And we changed 
some philosophy as the 
game went on and it seemed 
to help us there to give us a 
chance." 

Fields also ',Vent the dis
tance for Steubenville ;tal
lying four strikeouts in''.the 
process and only giving 'i1p 
three hits. ··. 

on a soft pop-up to second 
base. • 

All told, Barnesville left'.10 . 
runners on base. ~; 

"I felt really confident gding 
into the game, both individu
ally and for the team," Pe'tho 
said. "We have a great group 
of players and our coaches•do 
a super job of teaching us. I 
couldn't ask for a better seflior 
season." * 

Jefferis did pitch superb
ly before leaving with ,one 
out in the seventh. The junior 
southpaw allowed just four 
hits ',Vhile striking out five and 
walking three. 

"It is a great feeling to re
peat as OV AC champions. 
We beat a real good team in 
Barnesville," Cart'.Vright said. 
"We have a great group of 
kids who come to practice 
and play hard day-in hnd 
day-out. My coaches (Scott 
Goodnight and Eric Petho) 
are great at what they do. 
I am really happy for my 
players and staff." 

Linsly improved to a spar
kling 18-5. 

"Give Linsly credit. They 
made the plays and Petho 
pitched a good game." Butler 
said. 

"I am not ',V0ITied about 
my team bouncing back. This 
game may help us refocus. 

'"'''- ,_____ ... --··. 



St. C. Hoists 
4A Hardware 
Two-run sixth 
wins it for 
Red Devils By CODY TOMER 

Staff Writer 
WHEELING - St. Clairsville sophomore pitcher Jenna Jaskowiak was lights out in the circle and a pair of seniors had her back at the plate. 

Three-year letterwinner Taylor Gallentine tripled to lead off the sixth and classmate Bree Bennington bunted her home for the ioabead run and St Clairsville defeated top seeded Oak Glen 2-0 to claim the OVAC 4A championship on Monday at Lisa's Field at the I-470 Complex. 
It's the fourth OVAC title for the St C. softball program and its second in the last four years. 
"This is the best game we've played all year," St. Clairsville coach Rob Gallentine said. "We talk-

• 

ed about a couple things coming into this one. Number 1, we have to reduce the walks and get that first strike. Jenna did a spectacular job in 'the circle and had no walks. 
"We were facing a really good pitcher and bats off to (Madison McKay). She did really well. We tried to prepare for her all week and she was still very effective against us. We only had two hits." 

Jaskowiak lit up the strike zone all game, punching out nine hitters aod walking none. 
She struck out the side in the first and fanned atleast two in three different innings. 
"Jenna had a nice drop ball and a changeup that were working," Coach Gal-

Photo by Cody Tomer St. Clalrsvllle pitcher Jenna Jaskowlak delivers to the plate during Monday's OVAC 4A championship game at the 1-470 Complex. lentine said. McKay was just as dom-"She has been working inate for the Golden Bears. extremely hard, not just She struck out 13 and this week but through the walked two, including offseason. punching out the side in "All that work pays off the third and leaving two and she deserves it." runners stranded in scoring 

• • 

position. 
"Maddie McKay does an excellent job," Oak Glen coach Sherrie Garner said. 

Please see ST. C., 
Page 12 

• 
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( clog-free gutter solution!' 

vou own your home, or we wm clean your gutters for free 
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553-7914 
Your FREE Estimate! 
'All participants- who attend an estlm.tted 60-90 minute In-home 
111 value Is $25, Offer S"]Xlnsored by Englert LeafGtmd. Umtt one per 
TI~ gutter protection. This offer ls valid for homeovmers over 18 
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open with a host of teams 
in position to challenge for 
the top trophy. Eight of the 
IO schools in the field led at 
least one event. 

The Maroon Knights also 
led the 4xl by more than a 
second. 

Wheeling Central (4x2), 
Cameron (shuttles) and Steu
benville Catholic ( 4x4) each 
posted the top qualifying 
time in a relay. 

Steubenville Catholic 
Centra!'s Karlie Vandebome 

KARAFFA 
(Continued from Page II) 

Matt Bell, the opposing pitcher, walked ri(lht. Then, Karaffa helped his own cause to lead off and later stole second. with a two-run double to center field. Steubenville Catholic"s lone hit was a Karaffa is the first to admit he didn't two-out single by Noah Fayak in the sixth get all of it, as the ball was blooped. Howinning and was stranded on first. In the ever, the Crusader center fielder slipped. seventh. a screaming line drive from Dom and the two middle infielders were unable Argentine found Karaffa's glove. to get there in time. 
"Obviously he's been dealing with an "Whatever it takes to win, I'm not injury all year, so we knew we had to get worried about individual stats,'" he said. him on the bump and fire a few innings "Those two RBI helped. It helped my case before this one," Perkins said. "He came on the mound a little, too." 

out (Monday) against a very good Central "We always talk about working pitch team and did a fantastic job of command- counts and getting good pitches," Perkins ing his pitches, throwing strikes and keep- said. "Hopefully, we can work good pitching them off balance. Our kids really fed ers and break through by the end. Our off of that. guys were able to that. 
"Nate's pitched for us for four years "Nick did a great job of getting that now. He's been throwing all year, but we home run to loosen things up. That kind had to get him more game experience. We of got us going." 

don't expect any1hing different. We knew Besides those two frames, Bell was he was going to come out and throw well dominant. He struck out three, walked one (Monday)." and hit a batter over the complete-game Offensively, Bell matched Karaffa for defeat. 
four of his six innings of work. The other "You"re not going to beat many teams two are a different story. with only one hit. All the credit goes to Nick Sninchak led off the bottom of Nate for throwing a heck of a game, Steuthe second inning with a home run to left benville Catholic coach Don Young said. field, giving Toronto a 1-0 advantage. "I thought Matt threw a heck of a game, "That was a big hit from someone minus one pitch in the second inning and who's been my best friend forever," Kar- the three runs. That little bit of room realaffa said. That's just a big hit, and he de- ly helped them. 
served it." "I thought it was a good effort in a good The sixth inning is when the Red i;ame against two well-matched teams. We Knights ( 14-5) finally strung hits togeth- Just didn't put the ball in play enough. You er. With the bases loaded and one away, have to get the ball in play hard. It's tough to Lucas Gu!czynski hit a sacrifice fly to do that against a guy who's very talented." 
Sr. C. 

(Continued from Page II) 
"She is able to pitch hard and play hard. 

It was a matter of puttin(l runs through. 
They had that inning agamst us that we 
couldn't fix. 

"(Taylor Gallentine) is a left-hander and 
she was on it at the right time and made it 
happen but it was an excellent game." 

St. Clairsville only collected two hits, 
both coming off the bat of Taylor Gallen
tine. 

In the midst of the pitcher's dual, Taylor 
Gallentine launched a deep fly ball to cen
ter and raced around the bags for a triple to 
start the sixth. 

After a walk to Hannah Thoburn, Ben
nington dropped down a squeeze bunt and 
Gallentine slid in safely to home to give the 
Red Devils the lead. 

Jaskowiak added insurance with a RBI 
groundout on another squeeze bunt. 

"We worked on our small game," Coach 
Gallentine said. "We laid down two key sui
cide squeeze bunts and if it wasn't for that, 
I don't know what would have happened. 
We came through in clutch situations." 

Oak Glen did not go quietly in the bottom 
of the seventh as Hannah Walker singled 

ii rm 

and Alexa Andrews doubled but a diving 
catch on a pop-up by St. C. catcher Dakotah 
Narnack and a grounder to third ended the 
threat and the game. 

"I'm very proud of our girls," Gamer 
said. "They tried to make some things hap
pen at the end and that's why you play sev
en innings, because anything can happen. 

"There is a lot of maturity on our team 
with four seniors and a field of juniors. We 
have some freshmen on the field and they 
blend very well together. 

"Congrats to (St. Clairsville). They 
played an excellent game. They have an 
excellent pitcher, as well. She was able to 
move the ball and hit her spots. She kept us 
guessing." 

NOTE 
All three championship winning teams 

in Monday's OV AC finals - Steubenville 
(SA), St. Clairsville (4A) and Crestview 
(3A) did not commit a single error. 

"We talked about minimizing errors." 
Coach Gallentine said. 

"I said that 'if we get our errors down to 
one or none, we have a shot" and the girls 
did a really nice job." 

• I 



Crestview earns first first title; tops Magnolia 
By CODY TOMER 
For The Tin'les Leader 

WHEELING - It didn't take Jong for 
the Crestview softball progmm to add an 
OV AC championship plaque to its trophy 
case. 

In its second year in the conference, the 
Rebels Jocked up the OV AC 3A crown 
by virtue of a 1-0 win over Magnolia on 
Lisa's Field at the 1-470 Complex on 
Monday. 

It's just the school's second overalJ 
OV AC title - the first coming this past 
season in volleyball. 

"111is is my third year coaching and 
our second year in the OV AC," Crest
view coach Greg Eskra said. "It's great. 

"We've been playing very loose and 
I told them 'if they are going to beat us, 
make them beat us and don't beat our
selves.' 

"We played loose and didn't have 
any errors. They are just a fun group to 
coach." 

The Jone run of the contest came in the 
bottom of the first when leadoffiiitter Ha
ley Eskra reached on an error and came 
around to score on a passed ball. 

Crestview (17-4) only notched two 

hits in the game but as it turned out, they 
didn't need any. 

"Whoever would have thought it would 
come down to one run in the first inning 
on a passed ball," Eskra said. "This was a 
pitcher's dual and (Ashley Tharp) threw a 
great game for them." 

Magnolia ( 16-5) had its opportunities 
· but couldn't capitalize as it stranded six 

runners on base and had a runner thrown 
out at third trying to steal in the first. 

"We shot ourselves in the first," Mag
nolia coach Angela Johnson said. "Take 
away that first inning and I felt like we 

See, CRESTVIEW, Page B3 

Steubenville edges Brooke for SA plaudits 
By KYLE LUTZ 
For The Times leader 

WHEELING - One big 
• play can change the momen-
• tum of the game in the blink 

of an eye. Hence was the case 
during the OV AC Class 5A 
championship game between 
Brooke and Steubenville 
Monday. With the base loaded 
and no outs in a one run game, 

Lakyn Blackbum caught a soft 
line drive and threw the ball to 
third base to convert a double 
play, The sequence gave Big 
Red a little bit of breathing 
room as it ·was able to get out 
of the jam and hold off a fierce 
Bruins rallv to secure the 5A 
title, 5-4 at the J.B. Chambers 
Complex. 

"I have no clue what to say 
other than you tel] your kids 

to make a play," Steubenville 
coach Gus DiMarzio said. 
"We made a play. Lucky for 
us their baserunner was a lit
tle too far away from the base 
on a soft liner. We caught it, 
made a play at third. It bailed 
us out really. I'm not saying 
we didn't deserve to win tl1is 
game because we fought and 
played hard the whole game. 
It's just sometimes you need 

breaks and you need Lady 
Luck on your side." 

Steubenville held a com
fortable 5-0 lead after three 
innings. Thanks to a couple 
of errors in the first inning by 
Brooke, Big Red scored three 
runs, one corning from a RBI 
single from Mary Mar,hall. 

She capped the scoring 
in the opening frame as she 

See, 5A, Page B3 



•SA----------
canunued from Page B1 

crossed home plate thanks to a thorwing error by the 
catcher. 

Big Red continued to add to its lead in the third innning 
thanks to back-to-back RBI singles from Raven Banks and 
Sadie Carduci. 

However, Brooke pitcher Rachel Kazmirski kept Big 
Red in check and did not allow a hit for the rest of the game. 

Maddie Fields, showed her resiliency for Steubenville 
as she was able to get out of a pair of jams. With one out 
and the bases loaded, the Big Red defense bent, but did not 
break. A strikeout and a fly out to left field ended the threat. 

The junior pitcher faced a similar situation in the seventh 
with the bases loaded and no outs. She started the inning off 
with four straight walks, but the big double-play saved the 
day for Big Red. 

"There's probably not two better pitchers in the Valley 
than these two (Kazmirski and Fields)," DiMarzio said. 
"Maddie is as tough as they come. I got up off the bucket 
in the seventh inning and she told me to sit back down. So 
I sat back down and she got out of it. She has confidence in 
herself, she's tough and she works hard. What can you say? 
She fought her way out." 

Brooke, though, did not go down without a fight. In the 
fifth inning, Jaycee Mitchell blasted a three-run home run 
over the left field fence to put the score at 5-3 in favor of 
Big Red. Mitchell also had a double in the fourth inning 
that broke up Fields' no-hit bid. 

"I think we were a little nervous early," Brooke coach · 
Jim Di Carlo said. "I'm so proud of the kid.s and the com
munity for coming out. The support of the kids, the parents 
and the fans were just great. We sure had our chances there 
at the end, but sometimes things just don't go your way. 
Big Red is a great team. I congratulate them. I give our kids 
a million credits for being down 5-0 to a team like that and 
having a chance to win it in the last inning." 

• Crestview-------
cantinued from Page B1 

could have gone to extra 
innings for sure. 

"But their catcher (Karsyn 
Moore) has a really nice 
arm. She caught us there in 
the first inning, too. That 
was a big out." 

Kaedyn Sutton struck out 
six and walked two in the 
shutout win, while Tharp 
fanned nine and walked two 
in a complete game effort. 

"Ashley had a really good 
game," Johnson said. "I 
knew they had some good 
bitters but she kept them 
off balance. Everything was 
working for her." 

Sutton is only a freshman 
and with the help.of her sis- 1 

ter, Moore, catching behind 
the plate, they were ready , 
for the big moment. • 

"Kaedyn is a freshman 
and her sister is the catcher," 
Eskra said. 

"Those two have played 
together for six or seven 
years and I was happy when 
they came on board as fresh
men. 

"Kaedyn did a good job 
and pitched a heckuva game. 
Being a freshman in a posi
tion like this, that's huge for 
her." 
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Photo/COIJY TOMER ST. CLAIRSVILLE head coach Rob Gallentine, left, congratulates Taylor Gallentine on a play she made during Monday's OVAC 4A title game at the J.B. Chambers Youth Sports Complex. 

Red Devils claim 4A crown 
• Jaskowiak hurls gem as St. Clairsville blanks Oak Glen, 2-0 
By CODY TOMER 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - St. Clairs
ville sophomore pitcher Jenna 
Jaskow1ak was lights out in 
the circle and a pair of seniors 
had her back at the plate. 

Three-year letterwinner 
Taylor Gallentine tripled to 
lead off the sixth and class
mate Bree Bennington bunted 
her home for the go-ahead run 
and St Clairsville defeated top 
seeded Oak Glen 2-0 to claim 
the OV AC 4A championship 
on Monday at Lisa's Field at 
the I-4 70 Complex. . 

It"s the fourth OV AC title 

for the St. C. softball program (Madison McKay). She did 
and its second in the Inst four really well. We tried lo pre
ycars. pare for her all week and she 

"This is the best game was still very effective against 
we've played all year," St. us. We only had two hits." 
Clairsville coach--------- Jaskowiak lit 
Rob Gallentine , up the strike zone 
said. "We talked 'TH/S/St/Jebestgamewera all game, punch-
about a couple pia/Pdai/ ye&:' ing out nine hit-
things commg -Rab Gsllsnlln• ters and walking 
into this one. st Clairsv!lfe head coach none. 
Number 1, we • She struck out 
have to reduce the side in the 
the walks and get that first first and farmed at-least two in 
strike. Jenna did a spectacular three different innings. 
job in the circle and had no "Jenna had a nice drop ball 
walks. and a changeup that were 

"We were facing n really working," Coach Gallentine 
good pitcher and hats off to said. "She has been working 

extremely hard, not just this 
week but through the offsea
son. 

"All that work pays off and 
she deserves it." 

McKay was just as domi
nate for the Golden Bears. 

She struck out 13 and 
walked two, Including punch
ing out the side in the third and 
leaving two runners stranded 
in scoring position. 

"Maddie McKay does an 
excellent job," Oak Glen 
coach Sherrie Garner said. 
"She is able to pitch hard and 
play hard. It was a matter of 
putting runs through. They 

See, CROWN, Page 82 



Veraflex producers are making these new pills as 
fast as possible to meet the growing and Increas
ing demand. 

the top seller Celebrex, it 
only blocks one variation 
of the COX enzyme" 
explains Leal. 

"And that's because 
they have focused on 
using chemicals instead 
of natural substances like 
VeraF/ex." 

"Every VeraF/e, capsule 
contains an ultra-high 
dose of a patented pLmt 
extract which has been 
clinlcally shown to block 
both enzymes, bringing 
relief to every joint that 
hurts! 

"The kind of relief 
most people. have never 
experienced. I often say 
two enzymes, twice the 
relief. People think I'm 
kidding until they try it." 

Pillng on the 
Clinical Research 

Remarkably, the key 
Ingredient In VeraF/ex is 
protected by B patents 
that spread from the US 
into Canada. And as 
would one guess, it's 
backed by an enormous 
amount of research, 
Including two patient 
clinical trials. 

In the first, 60 partici• 
pants with rheumatoid ar
thritis and/or osteoarthritis 
cvere randomly placed Into 
four groups. 

1\vo groups were given 
he patented ingredient In 
VeraFlex, one was given 
he drug Celecoxib, and 
he last group a placebo. 
[be results were m□ni· 
ored at 30, 60, and 90 
lays. 

The data collected by 
esearchers was stunning. 

The groups taking the 
teraFlex ingredient saw 

powerful immune modu
lator which blocks the en• 
zymes which cause your 
joints to hurt and BiAloe, 
an absorption enhancer 
(accelerator] that ensures 
maximum potency. 

Research shows that 
severe joint discomfort 
arises when the immune 
system goes haywire and 
releases COX and LOX 
Into your blood stream, 
two enzymes that causes 
tremendous swelling and 
inflammation around 
cartilage and protective 
tissue. 

Over time, this lnflam• 
mation overwhelms the 
joint and it begins to 
deteriorate resulting in a 
daily battle with chronlc 
pain. 

Unfortunately, modem 
day pain pills are only 
able block only one of 
these enzymes, resulting 
in marginal relief and 
continued suffering. 

The Univestin in 
VeraFlex is one of the 
only known substances 
which has been proven 
successful In blocking 
both enzymes, resulting 
in phenomenal relief 
from the worst kinds of 
discomfort. 

The addition of BiAloe, 
a unique aloe vera extra, 
maximizes the delivery of 
the plant based Unlvestin 
extract to every joint 
in the body because It 
Is proven to improve 
nutrient absorption for 
maximum results. 

,, 
Continued from Page B1 

nities came in the first in
ning. Cade Hannahs singled 
and Jared Kernen doubled, 
placing Shamrocks on iec'. 

• ond and third with one out. 
Petho, however, was up to 
the task, Inducing a popout 
to third before recording a 
strikeout 

The two teams traded ze
roes through the first four 
innings before each pushed 
across a run in the fifth, 

Linsly drew first blood 
when rising sophomore Zac 
Taylor rocketed a double to 
deep left before a wild pitch 
and an error yielded a Cadet 
run. Barnesville answered 
immediately in t)Je honie
half. Hannahs singled and 
scored on a double to right 
by Jefferis. 
. Cartwright's crew mus

tered up some seventh in
ning lightning to pull out 
the verdict. 

Taylor opened the frame 
but crushing another dou
ble. Scrappy junior Lee 
Paull produced a perfect 

sacrifice bunt before Kobe southpaw allowed just four 
Hill delivered an RBI single hits while striking out five 
for what proved-to-be the and walking three. 
game-winning run. "It is a great feeling to re-

Jules Giovengo added peat as OV AC champions. 
fuel to the uprising with a We beat a real good· team 
single before Petho deliv- in Barnesville," Cartwright 
ered the dagger with a two- said. 
runsinglefora4-l cushion. "We have a great group 

The Shamrocks didn't of kids who come to practice 
go quietly in their • sev- and play hard day-in and 
enth frame. With two outs, day-out. My coaches (Scott 
Kernen launched a double Goodnight and .Eric Peth□) 
to deep right center before are great at what they do. 
Jefferis drew a walk. Petho I am really happy for my 
again answered the call, re- players arid staff." 
cording his 21st out on a Linsly improved to a 
soft pop to second base. sparkling 18-5. 

All told, Barnesville left "Giv_e Linsly credit. They 
10 runners on base. made the plays and Peth□ 

"!felt really confident go-. pitched a good game," But
Ing into the game, both indi- ler said. 
vidually and for the team," "I am not worried about 
Petho said. "We have a great my team bouncing back . 
group of players and our This game may help us re
coaches do a super job of focus. 
teaching us. I couldn't ask "We have great senior 
for a better senior season." leadership on this team. We 

Jefferis did pitch superbly will be fine. We have a lot of 
before leaving with one out baseball yet to play. We are 
in the seventh. The junior looking forward to it." 

•Crown---------------
continued from Page B1 

had that inning against us that we 
couldn't fix. 

"(Taylor Gallentine) is a left-hander and 
she was on it at the right time and made it 
happen but it was an excellent game." 

St Clairsville only collected two hits, 
both coming off the bat of Taylor Gallen
tine. 

In the midst of the pitcher's dual, Taylor 
Gallentine launched a deep fly ball to cen
ter and raced around the bags for a triple to 
start the sixth. 

After a walk to Hannah Thoburn, Ben
nington dropped down a squeeze bunt and 
Gallentine slid in safely to home to give the 
Red Devils the lead. 

Jaskowiak added insurance with a RBI 
groundout on another squeeze bunt. 

"We worked on our small game," Coach 
Gallentine said. "We laid down two key 
suicide squeeze bunts and if it wasn't for 
that, I don't know what would have hap
pened. We came through in clutch situa
tions." 

Oak Glen did not go quietly in the bottom 
of the seventh as Hannah Walker singled 

and Alexa Andrews doubled but a diving 
catch on a pop-up by St C. catcher Dakotah 
Namack and a grounder to third ended the 
threat and the game. 

"I'm very proud of our girls," Garner 
said. "They tried to make some things hap
pen at the end and that's why you play sev
en innings, because anything can happen. 

"There is a Jot of maturity on our team 
with four seniors and a field of juniors. We 
have some freshmen on the field and they 
blend very well together. 

"Congrats to (St. Clairsville). They 
played an excellent game. They have an 
excellent pitcher, as well. She was able to 
move the ball and hit her spots. She kept us 
guessing." 

NOTE 
All three championship winning tean1s 

in Monday's OV AC finals - Steubenville 
(5A), St. Clairsville (4A) and Crestview 
(3A) did not commit a single error. 

''We talked about minimizing errors," 
Coach Gallentine said. "I said that 'if we 
get our errors down to one or none, we have 
a shot' and the girls did a really nice job." 

•OVAC-------------
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the top mark. 
Magnolia was next in 

line with a trio of top fin-
ishes. The Blue Eagles were 
sparked, individually by 
Mady Winters in the shot 
put and Jaci Rohde in the 
long jump. Magnolia also 
led the 4xl and shuttles. • 

The Cadets also set the 
tnru:> in thP .d. T ~ J. y'J 1:mrf 

dashes. 
Linsly's speed forces 

teamed to lead the 4x 1 and 
4x2 relays as well. 

Magnolia, one of the pre
sumptive favorites corning 
in, led three events, but only 
one individual race. Jason 
Beisel was the fastest in the 
100 meter field. 

ThP Rlm:1o l<1ln-1P~ nfon 1,,.,.:i 

Jed the 4xl by more than a 
second. 

Steubenville Catho-
lic Central's Karlie Van
deborne and Rebecca Bodo 
led the long jump and 400, 
respectively to fuel the Cru
saders. 

River's Livi Beard was a 
busy young lady. She paced 
tlu>- 1 hOf'I 'ln.4 l'lf\f'I m<>t,,, .. 
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Bulldogs Fall in OV AC Title Tilt 
By BUBBA KAPRAL "We beat a good team with a real ligations. Executive Sports Editor talented pitcher.• It made things .easier Bridgeport mountecl two scoring op-WHEELING - Bridgeport ran into .getting a couple runs early." portunities. a buzz-saw Saturday afternoon in the Clay-Battelle broke through for· a In the first inning, senior dandy An-person of Caitlyn Kassay. pair of runs in the first inning, both of gie Sommer singled with one out She Oay-Battelle' s (alented junior right- the unearned variety. After Ruble re- advanced to second on a wild pitch but hander spun a gem against the Bulldogs corded a strikeout to start the frame, Kassay struck out the next two Bullin the OV AC 2A championship game Madison Statler reached on an error. A dogs. 

at the 1-4 70 J.lj. Chambers Complex. walk and and another Bulldog error en- In the sixth, Jaren Tucker opened Kassay struck out 1.7 and allowed just abled two Cee-Bees to touch the plate. the frame drawing a walk and quickly two hits in carrying the Cee-Bees to Oay-Battelle added an insurance run stole second. Kassay again was up to their first OV AC softball title in school in the third, again thanks to a Bridge- the task, fanning three successive Bull-annals by a 4-0 count port miscue. Ruble fanned the first ·dogs. • 
Kassay allowed just two Bulldogs batter before Kassay singled She stole "Caitlyn pitched one tremendous to reach second base in her dominating two bases and scored on a throwing er- game (Saturday). She is a model of toeffort The win was the 23rd against a ror, making it a 3-0 lighting. ta! dedication," Varner said. "Her work single defeat for Clay-Battelle. The Cee-Bees pushed across their fi- ethic and leadership skills are second to The loss dropped Don Cash's de- nal run in the fourth inning. Cameron none." 

fending OV AC champion Bulldogs to Watson walked with one out and scored Cash, who has guided the Bull-13-6 while spoiling a sharp pitching ef- on a Rylee Burnette single. dog softball program to much success fort from Brooklyn Ruble. The talented "I tip my hat to Kassay. She pitched during his tenure, is not ready to put the senior fanned I 2 and allowed just three ~ super garnet Cash said. "We just wraps on the campaign. hits but was victimized by three un- couldn't put the ball into play enough, "This loss is going to sting for a earned runs. "We made some mistakes in the while. But back in early April when "This really.feels special. Winning an first inning which put us in an early we were 3-3 it was doubtful we would OVAC title is great but being the first hole. That is not where you want to be be playing for another OV AC title," in school history makes it that much against a pitcher like Kassay. Brooklyn he said. "'fie still have a lot of softball nicer," Clay-Battelle coach Butch Var- pitched good epough to win." left to play. We host Conotton Valley ner said. "Our motto all year bas been The title game had been on bold· in a sectional game Monday, and if we 'stay humble and stay hungry.' I think for a week due to weather issues and win that we will host another sectional we displayed that (Saturday). Clay-Battelle sectional tournament ob- game." 

REPEAT 
Contlnu~dfrom Page CJ 
Park officially wrapped sprint sweep with a 200 vie

up its conference title in the tory in 26.90. 
shuttles with a 1:06.13 to St C.'s speed shined 
capture both the overall and -brightly in the 4xl when the 
class titles. Red Devils posted a 50.89. 

For good measure, the Oak Glen's first victory 
Lady Patriots notched the fi- came in the long jump thanks 
na1 victory of the meet in the to senior Maggie Kovalcik, 
4x4 with a time of 4: 11.05. who also claimed the overall 
That win was aJ50 an overall title with her 17-0 1/2. 
victory for the Lady Patriots. The Golden Bears, who 

Steubenville picked up finished with 125 points, 
a class· win in the shot put got into the winning act on 
~ to the work of fresh- the track in the 4x2 when 
manAmyaLivingston in the they clocked 1:49.27. Abi
shot put She marked at 36-3 gail Myers prevailed in the 

tory on the oval came from 
Sydney Glessner, who won 
the 100 in 13.16. She later 
added the 200 title in 27.21. 

The Linsly 4x2 made it 
four in a row with a victory 
in the time of 1:50.95. An
other win came in the 4xl 
with a 53.30. 

Maddie Campsey notched 
a victory in the 400 with a 
60.82. 

Pell made it a hurdle 
sweep for the Cadets when 
she won the lows in 51.17. 

The Cadets kept on com-
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Photo by Krlsllo Mazguj 
Bridgeport pitcher Brooklyn Ruble takes aim and 
fires during Saturday's OVAC. 2A Championship 
game against Clay-Battelle at the 1-470 Complex. 

Central 
Downs 
Dons 

WHEELING - After 
rain halted the action on 
Thursday, Wheeling Central 
pitcher Kyla Tharp picked up 
right where she left off when 
the action resumed in the top 
of the third on Saturday. 

Tharp fanned three and 
rr.lVf' IIM ind nMA "'" ...,., the,, 

,I 
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St. Clairsville, Linsly race 
to girls' championships 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

school history and second straight thanks 
to I 56 points, which was 54 better than 
runner-up Morgantown. 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - As It pertained The Patriots got their scoring rolling in a to track and field in the Ohio VaJley Ath- big way when junior Aaliyah Speights won letic Conference, Saturday's championship the long jump with a 15-9 leap. 
meet was simply more of the same. On the track, sophomore Aubrey Wiethe Track and field's OVAC Cal Giffin was impressive in the hurdles. She won the Track and Field Championship wrapped highs in 15.40. She later added the class up Saturday at Red Devil Stadium with the and overaJI title in the low hurdles as well same four teams hoisting the team trophies with a 46.62. 
that did last season. Wlethe' s efforts also earned her the Wheeling Central (IN2A), Linsly (3A), girls' Butch and Donna Joseph High Point 
St. Clairsville ( 4A) and Wheeling Park Track Award. to t TIN M AJ (SA) ran away from their respective classes The Patriots' relay strength was demon- ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Kerri Klinkos-:enlor Vice and hid en route to the championships. strate with a win in the 4x2 with a time of kl runs In the 4x8 during Saturday's Red Wings Here's• look at each class: 1:47.00 and they later added the 4xl in OVAC Cal Giffin OVAC Track and 010. In his SA 50.62. Field Championship Meet Satur-aspects of Wheeling Park collected its 14th title in See, RACE, Page CS day at Red Devil Stadium. 
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Cee-Bees blank Bulldogs in 2A 
• Clay-Battelle wins first OVAC softball title championship, 4-0 
By BUBBA KAPRAL OV AC champion Bulldogs to 13-6 while 
ExBcutlve Sports Edttor spoiling a sharp pitching effort from Brook

ELM GROVE - Bridgeport ran into a 
buzz-saw Saturday afternoon in the person of 
Caitlyn Kassay. 

Clay-Battelle' s talented junior right
hander spun a gem against the Bulldogs in the 
OV AC 2A championship game at the I-4 70 
J.B. Chambers Complex. Kassay struck out 
17 and aJlowed just two hits in carrying the 
Cee-Bees to their first OV AC softbaJI title in 
school annals by a 4-0 count. 

lyn Ruble. The talented senior fanned 12 and 
aJlowed just three hits but was victimized by 
three unearned runs. 

"This reaJly feels special. Winning an 
OV AC title is great but being the first in 
school history makes it that much nicer," 
Clay-Battelle coach Butch Varner said. "Our 
motto aJl year has been 'stay humble and stay 
hungry.' I think we displayed that today. 

"We beat a good team with a real talented 
pitcher," he added. "It made things easier get
ting a couple runs early." 

Lightning O N I could re- BRIDGEPORT'S BROOKLY Ru-
med like a ble delivers Saturday. 

Kassay aJlowed just two Bulldogs to reach 
second base in her dominating effort. The 
win was the 23rd against a single defeat for 
Clay-Battelle. 

The loss dropped Don Cash's defending 

Clay-Battelle broke through for a pair of 
runs in the first inning, both of the unearned 
variety. After Ruble recorded a strikeout to 

See, 2A, Page C2 
ery night," 
,pportunity Ohio Valley Unsung Heroes 
~i~!~ Goode always there for Magnolia athletics1 

ansforrned By RICK THORP 
1a is doing Times Leader Sports Writer • 
art of both 

NEW MARTINSVILLE -
have five If you ever attend a Magnolia 

',Mich.He High School sporting event, 
hany Col- chances are you'll see RJ 
s adminis- Goode there. 

Wearing glasses and a hat, 
Goode has done nothing but 

ognized as good things for the Blue Eagles 
2 the past decade-plus - both as 

a student and alumnus. 
He might not be the school's 

biggest booster, but he's right 
up there. 

"My passion for sports is re
aJly what I Jove to do," he said. 
"It's giving something back to 
the school that's done so much 
for me." 

Goode has assisted in a vari
ety of roles, but his main duty 
now is k~ping stats for the 

football pro
gram. It's an 
arduous posi
tlon, he said, 
but one that 
provides great 
joy. 

"In late July 
or early Au
gust of 2011 

I was walking home and my 
phone rings," Good recaJled. 

"It was Bruce Crawford (sports 
editor at The Wetzel Chron
icle). He said he had a propo
sition for me. He told me ·that 
Coach (Mark) Batton wanted 
to know if I'd be willing to 
keep football stats for him." 

Of course, Goode, being the 
go-getter that he is, said yes. 

"To tell you the truth, I had 
no idea what I was getting my

See, UNSUNG, Page C2 

ports Foundation facing staffing concerns 
folks to keep it solvent. And be
cause of that, President Rick Ferri 
issued a letter last week stating 
inst how nerilnu.i;; the slhmtinn h: 

on December 31, 2019." 
Ferri said during a telephone 

conversation Friday that his let-
tP.r 1shmru-.rl mPnV 

will absolutely not let this booster 
club go under," said Ferri, near
ing two decades as the organiza-

.: ..... , .. J.,.n~ •'T'l.-•• 

involved. And, if they follow 
through, we'll be line. 

"If they don't ... " 
r.---..:1 ,_ • nn.-,. 
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Bell wins second-straight race at Dover in Xfinity contest 
DOVER, Del. (AP) -

Christopher Bell raced to 
his third Xfinity Series 
victory of the season, win
ning an extra $100,000 for 

• taking the checkered flag at 
Dover International Speed
way. 

Bell also won at Do
ver for the second straight 
time, though he led only 44 
laps in the No. 20 Toyota 

•2A 
Continued from Page C1 

on Saturday compared with 
110 last fall. Bell also won 
this season at Atlanta and 
Bristol and has 11 career 
wins in NASCAR's sec
ond-tier series in just 51 
starts. 

"We've had really fast 
race cars, but we just ha
ven't been able to capital
ize on it," Bell said. "This 
one is really out to my pit 

crew. They did a great job 
of getting me out first there 
where I could control the 
restarts. I knew if we could 
get out front, we were go
ing to be tough to beat." 

Bell matched Kyle Bus
ch, who stars in the elite 
Cup series, for most Xfin
ity wins this season. He 
gave his checkered flag to a 
young fan in the stands. 

The 201 7 Truck Series 
champion, Bell earned 
a $100,000 bonus for 
scoring the highest finish 
among a field of four driv
ers in the "Dash 4 Cash" 
incentive program and 
already has plans for the 
money. 

"That sprint car team is 
a long way down the road, 
but it's definitely a dream 

of mine to have one," he 
said. 

The 24-year-old Bell is 
seemingly ready to move 
up to the Cup series· but 
faces a logjam at Joe Gibbs 
Racing. Denny Hamlin, 
a two-time Daytona 500 
winner, is signed beyond 
2020 and so are Busch and 
Martin Truex Jr. 

Erik Jones said at Bristol 

he is discussing a contract 
extension with JGR. Bell 
will likely find a Cup ride 
in 2020 but it's unclear for 
which organization he"ll 
drive. 

.. Winning races docsn 't 
seem to be Un is~ue for us," 
Bell said. 

Justin Allgaier was sec
ond and Tyler Reddick 
third. 

start the frame, Madison Statler 
reached on an error. A walk and 
and another Bulldog error enabled 

. two Cee-Bees to touch the plate. 

their final run in the fourth inning. like Kassay," he added. "Brooklyn 
Cameron Watson walked with one pitched good enough to win." 

the next two Bulldogs. 
In the sixth, J aren Tucker 

opened the.frame drawing a walk 
and quickly stole second. Kassay 
again was up to the task, fanning 
three successive Bulldogs. 

dog softball program to much suc
cess during his tenure. is not ready 
to put the wraps on the campaign . out and scored on a Rylee Burnette The title game had been on hold 

single. for a week due to weather issues 
"I tip my hat to Kassay. She and Clay-Battellesectionaltourna

pitched a super game," Cash said. ment obligations. 
Clay-Battelle added an insur

ance run in the third; again thanks 
to a Bridgeport miscue. Ruble 
fanned the first batter before Kas
say singled. She stole two bases 
and scored on a throwing error, 
making it a 3-0 lighting. 

"We just couldn't put the ball into· Bridgeport mounted two scor-
play enough. ing opportunities. 

"We made some mistakes in In the first inning, senior dandy 
the first inning which put us in Angie Sommer singled with one 
an early hole. That is not where out. She advanced to second on 
you want to be against a pitcher a wild pitch but Kassay struck out 

"Caitlyn pitched one tremen
dous game today. She is a model 
of total dedication," Varner said. 
"Her work ethic and leadership 
skills are second to none." 

.. This Joss is going to sting for 
a while. But back in early April 
when we were 3-3 it was doubtful 
we would be playing for another 
OVAC title," he said. "We still 
have a lot left to play. We host 
Conotton Valley in a sectional 
game Monday, and if we win that 
we will host another game." The Cee-Bees pushed across Cash, who has guided the Bull-

,•Unsung-----'----------------------------

-'continued from Page C1 
' self into," he laughed. 

'\'It's a fun job, but it's hard, 
-especially being on the side
' line." 

But there's no place he'd 
rather be than at Alumni 
·Field at Bill Stewart Memo
rial Stadium on a Friday or 
Saturday, or even Thursday 
night. In fact, with an ency
clopedic knowledge of all 
things Blue Eagles, serving 
as statistician is right up 

Goode's alley. He's worked 
for three coaches - Batton, 
Josh Sims and 'Doc' Chap
man. 

"I've seen a lot of great 
games at Magnolia," he 
said. "And I've seen a lot of 
great players .. I've enjoyed 
every minute of it." 

Although he's not active
ly helping a spring sport at 
Magnolia this season, he 
noted he's always at the 

ready, if needed. 
"I did some of the book 

this past season for the girls' 
(basketball) team, and I'm 
always ready to help Dave 
(boys basketball coach Tall
man), if he needs it." 

Goode was member of 
the band during his tenure 
at Magnolia, where he grad
uated in 2006. Still, he was 
always close to the sports 
teams, either through the 

coaches or Crawford. 
"I love it and I've made so 

many good friends," he said. 
Although he's long since 

graduated, Goode said he 
considers the kids which is 
works with sort of like fam
ily. 

"I had a younger cousin 
that graduated two years ago 
and I had a younger cousin 
that graduated three years 
ago," he said. "So, I know a 

lot of the kids and I want to 
see them succeed. 

"Basically, I do the things 
I do for the kids. I don't do 
it for the acknowledgment." 

Goode would, basical
ly, give his right arm for 
Magnolia and its sports 
programs. His devotion is 
deep-rooted in family and 
that's what keeps him com
ing back year after year. 

"I've made a lot of great 

friends," he said. "I do it all 
for the kids. I have a great 
relationship with the guys 
and build bonds that last a 
lifetime." 

If you knmv ,f someone 
in sports in J!te Ohio Valley 
whom 1 could JCafllre as an 
Ohio Val/ev U11s1111g Hero. 
drop me a line at rthorp@ 
timesleadercmli1ie.com or 
via Twitter @RickThorpl 

•Huskies-------------------------------

continued from Page C1 
Among the items the. founda

tion provides, according to Fer
ri, are - shoes for all athletes in 

kids and we spend it on facilities." 
The real issue is with an aging 

membership, Ferri said. 

need help." 
That, in essence, is the heart of 

the matter. 

my treasurer wants to resign." 
The foundation's vice president 

has already stepped down. 

er parents to help out." Ferri said. 
"When you lose three or four of
ficers and I can't get anvone to 
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Shadyside comes up short to C-B 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer . 

• ELM GROVE - For the first 
time in school history, Clay-Battelle 
will play for an OV AC Class 2A 
Softball championship. 

The top-seeded Cee-Bees (18-1) 
won for the 12th straight time Mon
day afternoon with a 5-4 triumph 
over No. 4 Shadyside in 8 innings 
in semifmal action on Lisa's Field 
at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Youth 
Sports Complex. They will now 
meet No. 2 Bridgeport for the title 
either Friday or Saturday. The date 
and time will be announced later to
day as Clay-Battelle has prom Sat
urday night. 

"I'm not sure it has sunk in yet," 
Clay-Battelle head coach Butch 
Varner said of the hard-earned vie-

tory. "I have a lot of respect for that 
program (Shadyside) over there. 
Their coaches do a great job. We've 
played the last two or three years 
and it really announces where our 
program is moving that we are capa
ble of competing at this type oflevel 
with that type of program." 

With the score deadlocked at 4 
and runners on first and second and 
two out in the bottom of the eighth, 
Varner called Ronda Petrucci down 
the third base llne before she set
tled into the batter's box. She was 
0-for-4 to that point with a trio of 
pop outs. 

"All we need is a hit Put the ball 
in play. Get in there and get your 
feet set. Put it in play and we'll see 
what happens," he recalled of his 
brief pep talk. "And she did." 

Petrucci hit a rope that was head-

ed for centerfield, but Shadyside 
shortstop Kiley Jo Baker made a 
diving stab. However, she couldn't 
get the ball out of her glove in time 
to flip to second baseman Madison 
Davis for the forceout. By the time 
davis received the throw, Alivia 
Ammons, the runner that had been 
on second, never hesitated rounding 
third and scored easily, setting on 
a wild celebration among the Cee
Bees. 

"In • a ballgame like this, when 
you get a chance you've got to 
go ahead and try to make a play," 
Varner said his decision to send 
Ammons. "They did it a couple of 
innings before and it backfired. For
tunately for us, we made one more 
play than they did." 

See, SHADYSIDE, Page 82 

St. John ousted by Madonna in 1A 
By RICK THORP 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - Maddie Daugh
erty threw a five-hitter and Madon
na took advantage of a plethora of 
St. John miscues in the field Mon
day afternoon in besting the Irish 
7 -I in a I A semifmal of the Tom 
Bechtel OV AC Softball Champion
ships. 

The four-time defending champi
on Blue Dons will return to the J.B. 
Chambers Youth Sports Complex 
on Saturday to battle Frontier, a 3-2 
winner against Conotton Valley in 
the nightcap on Ben's Field. 

"I love it," exclaimed Madonna 
head coach Chris Conti. "I'm ex
cited for the girls. They're ecstatic. 
A lot of teams counted us out this 
year. But guess what? They're here -
to play and to have fun. That's ex-
actly what they're doing." . __ . 

The Blue Dons only mustered _ 
two hits off the Irish pitching tan- - -· •. • 
dem of Kyla Kull and Jayden Lowe ~;,: •. ': ';-:-_;.,,.•~·,,;;,.c_ ,.;.' 
under clear, blue skies, but mistakes 
of some type by St. John led to all of 
their runs. 

"It just wasn't a good time to play 
like this," veteran Irish head coach 
Jerry Magistro lamented. "But, you 

know, that's part of the game. You 
have to be able to not have errors. 
We left a lot of people on base and 
you can't do that in a game like this 
and against a team like this. 

"It just seemed like nothing went 
right for us from the beginning on." 

Kull recorded all five of her 
strikeouts in the first two innings. 

See, ST. JOHN, Page 82 

St. C. falls in 4A 
baseball semi to 
Meadowbrook 
By JEFF HARRISON 
For The Times Leader 

BYESVILLE - An early dose of "small ball" and 
__ ._: _____ .. ._t.,. __ 1_._ ___ :,.i -CC c __ .. i._ ._ __ ---..:1--1 ,. __ .J 



;' first time through and had some gooa .1.u ... v~J }!....,]..,._., ......... .u-. ..... ____ _ 

hit were Meadowhrook's Neff and St. 
C.'s Busby. 

at-bats after that but we hit some balls 
n bard right at them,". said St. C. coach 
,r Tom Sliva "A close play, a bunt and 
d and error and the next thing you know 
10 they've got four runs (in the first) and 
1- I'm not sure the ball had Mt the infield 

For the Colts, Friday's title game 
will be a chance to avenge a tough 
semifinal loss to Edison last year. 

"They (the Wildcats) won 2-1 in 
nine innings in semifinals last year," 
said Engle, "so we 're looking forward 
to playing them again." 

at that point" 
l- The Colts' use of "small ball" was 
to not unexpected, however. 
,ct "We had one report and saw them 
al play once, so we knew they'd do that," 

Engle expects Edison tci send ace 
George Ash, who tossed a three-hit 
shutout against Cambridge in the 
semis, to the mound for the title game. 

said Sliva. "Our third baseman can't 
,e play any closer ... they've just got some 
m good speed and they were plays that 
h- were hard to make. For St. C., there's plenty of season 

remaining "It changes the whole complexion 
1s, of the .game because when you get 
m down like that, you can't play for one 
e. run," he added. 

"I told the guys it's only April 22nd 
and the tournament doesn't start until 
May 12th," said Sliva, "so there's a 
long way to go." 1e Fox boosted his season record to a 
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Central's cause was aided 
by five Shadysicle..errors ·and 
six walks. In addition, the 
Crusaders dodged a bullet in 
the. seventh thanks to aTiger 
base running mistake. 

"It seemed· like every
thing that could go wrong 
for us today went wrong for 
us," Shadyside coach Shawn 
Selmon said. "You can't 
play a team like Steuben
ville Central in a big game 
like this and not do the 
things right that you need 
to do." 

VanNest led Shadyside's 
offense with a double and 

a single. Anthony Coggins 
also doubled. The Tigers, 
now 14-3, stranded eight 
base runners. 

"It's been a thing we have 
struggled with all year," 
Selmon said. "We get guys 
in scoring position with 
less than two outs, and we 
have been unable to niove 
them. That's been one of our 
downfalls all year. Once we 
figure that out, we'll be a 
little bit better team. We're 
a good baseball team right 
now - we're not a great 
baseball tearo." 
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With one out, Destifiines singled to center and promptly 
stole second. Davis picked up an RBI with an infield single 
as Destifanes raced home. Baker singled and Izzy Swords' 
roller up the middle resulted in an infield single as Davis 
and Baker crossed the plate tie things at 4. 

Shadyside got a runner to second in the sixth; had a run
ner thrown out at the plate to end the seventh; and had a 
runner on third with one out in the eighth and didn't score. 

• St. John-------
continued from Page B1 

But the Blue Dons went up 2-0 thanks to a four-base 
error in the second. 

Gia Riccadonna led off the inning _with a bunt single. 
Two batters later, Mikayla Sole hit a shot to the left side of 
the infield. A throw to first went high and, before the play 
was over, she ended up safe at home; 

Madonna went up 3-0 an inning later when pinch runner 
Morgan Owens scored on a passed ball - the second time 
she moved up on a passed ball during the frame. 

Conti praised his team for taking advantage of the op
portunities presented to them and staying aware of the var
ious situations. 

"They played as a team," he said. "There's no 'I' in 
team: I've stressed that all year. 

"We had baserunners on and they had a couple of passed 
balls. We were aggressive on the bases. They just played 
together, and Maddie played a great game." 

While Madonna was slowly, but surely, building a lead, 
Daugherty was .doing the saroe with the Irish lineup. She 
kept them off the scoreboard until the seventh and finished 
with five Ks and two walks. 

St. John had runners at third and second in the first and 
fourth innings with two.out, but were unable to capitalize. 

Madonna, meanwhile, added a run in the sixth to go up 
5-0. Then, triggered by a two-base error to begin the frame, 
tacked on two more in the seventh. 

Danniele Y aegel and Kasi Gillespie reached to start the 
seventh for the Irish, with Yaegel, who had three hits, later 
scoring. 

"They played hard right until the last out," Magistro 
stressed. "The kids didn't want to lose. 

"I can't say enough about this group. I have to give cred
it for making the top four. They've always made it." 

Madonna, meanwhile, is now in the top two again. 
"They all get along together and they all support each 

other," Conti said. "That's what I love about this team." 

Hurricanes force Game 7 
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) - Jordan Staal scored the go

ahead goal and added an assist in the third period, and the 
Carolina Hurricanes beat the Washington Capitals 5-2 on 
Monday night to force Game 7 in their ftrst-round playoff 
series. 

Justin Williaros scored an insurance goal seconds after 
the Capitals had the tying goal disallowed, Warren Foegelc 
and Teuvo Teravainen also scored, Dougie Hamilton add
ed an empty-netter and Petr Mrazek made 23 saves. 

The Hurricanes scored three third-period goals in bounc
ing back from a 6-0 beatdown in Go.me 5 and prolonging 
their first playoff appearance in a decade by one game. 

■ ■ 



rt earns 
ancein 
-2 victory 

m Ruble likes pitching in the 
,oftball Tournament. • 
. out 16 - including the final 
lay night - as No. 2-seeded 
,ct Toronto, 6-3, in a semifmal 
a's Field. The game was a re
;hip tilt, in which the Bulldogs 

her," 
:ash 
lhe's 
, for 
>pin
one 

Jhio 
: just 
in a 
ance 
1 we 
mpi-

r of 
st one hit - a clean single up 
Jen Anderson with two outs in 
lll1e via a pair of groundouts and 

n. We hitthe ball and we played 
nplaying her own perfonnance. 
:e excited to be going for back
lcking, as well." 
1ampionship game will be an
tellc has prom Saturday night. 
:asion. The bigger the ganie the 

'ORT, Page B2 

Tuesday, 

April 23, 2019 

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH 
SHADYSIDE'S MADISON Davis slides safely into home plate Monday afternoon In an OVAC Tom 
Bechtel Class 2A Softball Tournament semifinal game-against Clay-Battelle on Lisa's Field. The Cee
Bees posted a 5-4 nod In 8 Innings. 

Shadyside comes up short to C-8 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer . 

• ELM GROVE - For the first 
time in school history, Clay-Battelle 
will play for an OV AC Class 2A 
Softball championship. 

The top-seeded Cee-Bees ( 18-1) 
won for the 12th straight time Mon
day afternoon with a 5-4 triumph 
over No. 4 Shadyside in 8 innings 
in semif'mal action on Lisa's Field 
at the J.B. Chanibers 1-470 Youth 
Sports Complex. They will now 
meet No. 2 Bridgeport for the title 
either Friday or Saturday. The date 
and time will be announced later to
day as Clay-Battelle has prom Sat
urday night. 

"I'm not sure it has sunk in yet," 
Clay-Battelle head coach Butch 
Vanier said of the hard-earned vie-

. tory. "I have a lot of respect for that 
program (Shadyside) over there. 
Their coaches do a great job. We've 
played the last two or three years 
and it really announces where our 
prograni is moving that we are capa
ble of competing at this type of kvel 
with that type ofprograni." 

With the score deadlocked at 4 
and runners on first and second and 
two out in the bottom of the eighth, 
Varner called Ronda Petrucci down 
the third base line before she set
tled into the batter's box. She was 
0-for-4 to that point with a trio of 
pop outs. 

"All we need is a hit. Put the ball 
in play. Get in there and get your 
feet set. Put it in play and we 'II see 
what happens," he recalled of his 
brief pep talk. "And she did." 

Petrucci hit a rope that was bead-

ed for centerfield, but Shadyside 
shortstop Kiley Jo Baker made a 
diving stab. However, she couldn't 
get the ball out of her glove in time 
to flip to second baseman Madi.son 
Davis for the forceout. By the time 
davis received the throw, Alivia 
Ammons, the runner that had been 
on second, never hesitated rounding 
third and scored easily, setting on 
a wild celebration among the Cee
Bees. 

"In a ballgame like this, when 
you get a chance you've got to 
go ahead and try to make a play," 
Varner said his decision to send 
Ammons. "They did it a couple of 
innings before and it backfired. For
tunately for us, we made one more 
play than they did." 

See, SHADYSIDE, Page B2 

St. John ousted by Madonna in 1A 
By RICKTHORP 
Times Leader Sports Wri1er 

ELM GROVE - Maddie Daugh
erty threw a five-hitter and Madon
na took advantage of a plethora of 
St John miscues in the field Mon
day afternoon in besting the Irish 
7-1 in a I A semifinal of the Tom 
Bechtel OV AC Softball Champion
ships. 

The four-time defending champi
on Blue Dons will return to the J.B. 
Chambers Youth Sports Complex 
on Saturday to battle Frontier, a 3-2 
wirmer against Conotton Valley in 
the nightcap on Ben's Field. 
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Luke Nelson also had a solid game 
on the mound for Fort Frye. Although 
taking the Joss, he went the distance 
and struck out five Linsly batters. 
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"Their kid (Fox) threw well, but I 
thought we learned a little from our 
first time through and bad some good 
at-bats after that but we hit some balls 
hard right at them,", said St. C. coach 
Tom Sliva, "A close play, a bunt and 
and ~rror and the next thing you know 
they've got four ruas (in the first) and 
I'm not sure the ball had left the infield 
at that point." 

The Colts' use of "small ball" was 
not unexpected, however. 

"We had one report and saw them 
play once, so we knew they'd do that," 
said Sliva. "Our third baseman can't 
play any closer...they've just got some 
good speed and they were plays that 
were hard to make. 

"It changes the whole complexion 
of the game because when you get 
down like that, you can't play for one 
run," he added. 

Fox boosted his season record to a 

1 tnougnt we ptayeo very well defen
sively," Nelson said. "We pitched well 
and we'll use this as a positive to move 
on and hopefully we bring our best the 
next couple of games and make a little 
run in the tournament" 

Kelley was the Jone Linsly played 
to provide a multi-hit game with his 
double and single along with his two 
RBI. Lee Paull put Linsly's fourth run 
on the board in the sixth inning with a 
sacrifice fly to right field. 

Linsly will have a chance to secure 
two straight OV AC championships: 
Last year, it won the 2A championship 
with a 12-1 victory over Toronto, 

perfect 5-0 with a complete-game ef
fort that included six strikeouts, one 
walk and one hit batsman. 

"Logan filled up the (strike) zone 
great today," said Engle, "He was a lit
tle of with his command last week at 
Coshocton, but be had it going today." 

Carrothers (3-2) took the Joss with 
three Ks and five walks in three-plus 
innings while Storer bad one strikeout 
and one walk. 

The only players with more than one 
bit were Meadowbrook's Neff and St. 
C's Busby. 

For the Colts, Friday's title game 
will be a chance to avenge a tough 
semifinal loss to Edison last year, 

"They (the Wildcats) won 2-1 in 
nine innings in semifunals last year," 
said Engle, "so we're looking forward 
to playing them again." 

Engle expects Edison to send ace 
George Ash, who tossed a three-hit 
shutout against Cambridge in the 
semis, to the mound for the title game. 

For St. C, there's plenty of season 
remaining 

"I told the guys it's only April 22nd 
and the tournament doesn't start until 
May 12th," said Sliva, "so there's a 
long way to go." 

attack with two doubles 
I a single, Argentine, 
nnor and Sprochi all fin
ed with two hits apiece, 
'Early on, we were pretty 
used at the plate," Young 
i. "The sixth inning real
was a key for us. Being 
e to add three runs to our 
i was huge!' 

Centrru's cause was aided 
by five Shadyside errors and 
six walks, In addition, the 
Crusaders dodged a bullet in 
the seventh thanks to a Tiger 
base running mistake. 

a single. Anthony Coggins 
ruso doubled, The Tigers, 
now 14-3, stranded eight 
base runners. 

"It's been a thing we have 
struggled with all year," 
Selmon said, "We get guys 
in scoring position with 
Jess than two outs, and we 
have been unable to niove 
them. That's been one of our 
downfalls all year, Once we 
figure that out, we' 11 be a 
little bit better team. We're 
a good baseball team right 
now - we 're not a great 
baseball team!' 1mily nvites 

Secretary 

"It seemed like every
thing that could go wrong 
for us today went wrong for 
us," Shadyside coach Shawn 
Selmon said. "You can't 
play a team like Steuben
ville Centrru in a big game 
like this and not do the 
things right that you need 
to do." 

VanNest Jed Sbadyside's 
offense with a double and 

-rney hit the ball pretty well against Shadyside today," 
Cash said of his scouting on Clay-Battelle, "It will be a 
revenge game on their part, but that was last year and this 
is this year. I just told my three seniors that I'm very proud 
of them, They are our leaders." 

• ShadysidA-------
continued from Page 81 

The Tigers (8-8) Jed 1-0 after half-and-inning as Syd
nie Destifanes doubled down the rightfield line leading off. . 
She scored when Davis's sacrifice bunt was thrown wildly 
to first 

Clay-Battelle, which hasn't Jost since dropping a 6-4 
declsion to Wheeling Central on the same field on April 
I, scored four times in its first at-bat, with a two-out error 
paving the way. , 

Rylee Burnette doubled to right-center leading off and 
winning pitcher Caitlyn Kassay drew a one-out walk. A fly
ball moved Burnette to third before Hannah Hall's ground
er to the left side was misplayed as a run scored. Madison 
Statler followed with a RBI double to left-<:enter and Alicia 
Keener singled through pitcher Brooke Reager's legs that 
scored two ruas as the designated hosts went up 4-1. 

"That was definitely a rough start. I don't know if it 
was nerves or what?" Shadyside head coach Jillian Ongley 
said. "It's rough when you only give up one hit and they 
score four runs, but I'm proud of the way the girls battled 
back. That's the good thing about these girls all season, 
they never bung their heads, not even when we were 0-4, 
They still give it their rul and that's all you can ask," 

The score remained that way until the Shadyside fifth as 
Reager and Kassay were trading goose eggs. 

With one out, Destifanes singled to center and promptly 
stole second, Davis picked up an RBI with an infield single 
as Destifanes raced borne, Baker singled and Izzy Swords' 
roller up the middle resulted in an infield single as Davis 
and Baker crossed the plate tie things at 4. 

Shadyside got a runner to second in the sixth; had a run
ner thrown out at the plate to end the seventh; and had a 
runner on third with one out in the eighth and didn't score. 

• St. John-------
continued from Page 81 

But the Blue Dons went up 2-0 thanks to a four-base 
error in the second. 

Gia Riccadonna Jed off the inning with a bunt single. 
Two batters later, Mikayla Sole bit a shot to the left side of 
the infield, A throw to first went high and, before the play 
was over, she ended up safe at home. 

Madonna went up 3-0 an inning later when pinch runner 
Morgan Owens scored on a passed ball - the second time 
she moved up on a passed ball during the frame. 

Conti praised his team for taking advantage of the op
portunities presented to them and staying aware of the var
ious situations. 

"They played as a team," he said. "There's no T in 
team, I've stressed that all year, 

"We bad baserunners on and they had a couple of passed 
balls, We were aggressive on the bases. They just played 
together, and Maddie played a great game." 

While Madonna was slowly, but surely, building a lead. 
Daugherty was ,ioing the same with the Irish lineup. She 
kept them off the scoreboard until the seventh and finished 
with five Ks and two walks. 

St. John had runners at third and second in the first und 
fourth innings with two.out, but were unable to capitalize. '·'1" 

Madonna, meanwhile, added a run in the sixth to go up 
5-0. Then, triggered by a two-base error to begin the frame·, ,~. 
tacked on two more in the seventh. ,. 

Danniele Yaegel and Kasi Gillespie reached to start the 
seventh for the Irish, with Yaegel, who had three hits. later 
scoring. 

"They played hard right until the last out," Magistro 
stressed. "The kids didn't want to lose. 

"I can't say enough about this group. I have to give cred-
it fnr m<>V;nn th,:a tnn fnnr 'T'l,,:a"''""' <>h11<>uc· meiA<> ;t" 
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Bridgeport earns 
repeat chance in 
2A with 6-2 victory 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - Brooklynn Ruble likes pitching in the 
OV AC Tom Bechtel Class 2A Softball Tournament. 

The fireballing senior struck out I 6 - including the final 
seven batters she faced Monday night - as No. 2-seeded 
Bridgeport defeated third-seeded Toronto, 6-3, in a semifinal 
contest under the lights on Lisa's Field. The game was a re
match of last ·year's championship tilt, in which the Bulldogs 
(11-5) also prevailed in. 

"I can't say enough about her," 
Bridgeport head coach Donnie Cash 
said of his ace in the circle. "She's 
pitched just about every game for 
us the last two years. In my opin
ion, if she's not the best, she's one 
of the top 3 (pitchers) in the Ohio 
Valley. In this tournament she's just 
been lights-out for two years in a 
row. We need another performance 
either Friday or Saturday when we 
play C!ay-Battelle for the champi
onship." 

Ruble, who twirled a pair of 
no-hitters last week, allowed just one hit - a clean single up 
the middle by opposing pitcher Jen Anderson with two outs in 
the third. Toronto's three runs came via a pair of groundouts and 
a Bridgeport error. 

"I'm actually proud of my team. We hit the ball and we played 
together," Ruble said while downplaying her own performance. 
"I'm really proud of them. We're excited to be going for back
to-back titles, but it is nerve-wracking, as well." 

The date and time for the championship game will be an
nounced later today as Clay-Battelle has prom Saturday night 

"She definitely rises to the occasion. The bigger the game the 

See, BRIDGEPORT, Page B2 

SHADYSIDE'S MADISON Davis slides safely Into h 
Bechtel Class 2A Softball Tournament semifinal gam, 
Bees posted a 5-4 nod In 8 innings. 

Shadyside comes 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - For the first 
time in school history, Clay-Battelle 
will play for an OV AC Class 2A 
Softball championship. 

The top-seeded Cee-Bees (18-1) 
won for the 12th straight time Mon
day afternoon with a 5-4 triumph 
over No. 4 Shadyside in 8 innings 
in semifinal action on Lisa's Field 
at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Youth 
Sports Complex. They will now 
meet No. 2 Bridgeport for the title 
either Friday or Saturday. The date 
and time will be announced later to
day as Clay-Battelle has prom Sat
urday night. 

"I'm not sure it has sunk in yet," 
Clay-Battelle head coach Butch 
Varner said of the hard-earned vie-

tory. "I have a lot of 
program (Shadysid, 
Their coaches do a gi 
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"All we need is a I 
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what happens," he , 
brief pep talk. "Andi 

Petrucci hit a rope 

St. John ousted b~ 
By RICKTHORP 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - Maddie Daugh
erty threw a five-hitter and Madon
na took advantage of a plethora of 
St. John miscues in the field Mon
day afternoon in besting the Irish 
7-1 in a I A semifinal of the Tom 
Bechtel OV AC Softball Champion
ships. 

The four-time defending champi
on Blue Dons will return to the J.B. 
Chambers Youth Sports Complex 
Of! Saturday to b~tt!e Frontier, a 3-2 
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"I can't say enough about her," 

Bridgeport head coach Donnie Cash 
said of his ace in the circle. "She's 
pitched just about every game for 
us the last two years. In my opin
ion, if she's not the best, she's one 
of the top 3 (pitchers) in the Ohio 
Valley. Ia this tournament she's just 
been lights-out for two years in a 
row. We need another performance 
either Friday or Saturday when we 
play Clay-Battelle for the champi
onship." 

Ruble, who twirled a pair of 
no-hitters last week, allowed just one hit - a clean single up 
the middle by opposing pitcher Jen Anderson with two outs in 
the third. Toronto's three runs came via a pair of groundouts and 
a Bridgeport error. 

"I'm actually proud of my team. We hit the ball and we played 
together," Ruble said while downplaying her own performance. 
"I'm really proud of them. We're excited to be going for back
to-back titles, but it is nerve-wracking, as well." 

The date and time for the championship game will be an
nounced later today as Clay-Battelle has prom Saturday night. 

"She definitely rises to the occasion. The bigger the game the 
See, BRIDGEPORT, Page B2 
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H Photo/KIM NORTH 
BRIDGEPORT'S BROOKLYNN Ruble fires a pitch platew
ard Monday night against Toronto. The senior struck out 
16 In tossing a 1-hitter as the Bulldogs advanced to the 
OVAC Tom Bechtel Class 2A Softball Tournament cham
pionship game with a 6-3 victory over the Red Knights on 
Monday at Lisa's Field. 

Shadyside 
denied in 
2A baseball 
By ED LOOMAN 

SHADYSIDE'S MADISON Davis slides safely Into 
Bechtel Class 2A Softball Tournament semifinal gar 
Bees posted a 5-4 nod In B Innings. 

Shadyside comes 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - For the first 
time in school history, Clay-Battelle 
will play for an OV AC Class 2A 
Softball championship. 

The top-seeded Cee-Bees ( I 8-1) 
won for the 12th straight time Mon
day afternoon with a 5-4 triumph 
over No. 4 Shadyside in 8 innings 
in semifinal action on Lisa's Field 
at the J.B. Chambers I-470 Youth 
Sports Complex. They will now 
meet No. 2 Bridgeport for the title 
either Friday or Saturday. The date 
and time will be announced later to
day as Clay-Battelle has prom Sat
urday night. 

"I'm not sure it has sunk in yet," 
Clay-Batte!le head coach Butch 
Varner said of the hard-earned vie-

tory. "I have a lot o 
program (Shadysi, 
Their coaches do a, 
played the last tw, 
and it really annot 
program is moving, 
ble of competing at 
with that type of pre 

With the score , 
and runners on first 
two out in the bottc 
Varner called Rood 
the third base line 
tied into the batter' 
0-for-4 to that poiI 
pop outs. 

"All we need is a 
in play. Get in the 
feet set. Put it in pl: 
what happens," he 
brief pep talk. "And 

Petrucci hit a rop 

St. John ousted b~ 
By RICK THORP 
llmes Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - Maddie Daugh
erty threw a five-hitter and Madon
na took advantage of a plethora of 
St John miscues in the field Mon
day afternoon in besting the Irish 
7-1 in a IA semifinal of the Tom 
Bechtel OV AC Softball Champion
ships. 

The four-time defending champi
on Blue Dons will return to the J.B. 
Chambers Youth Sports Complex 
on Saturday to battle Frontier, a 3-2 
winner against Conotton Valley in 
the nightcap on Ben's Field. 

"I love it," exclaimed Madonna 
head coach Chris Conti. 'Tm ex
cited for the girls. They're ecstatic. 
A lot of teams counted us out this 
year. But guess what? They're here 
to play and to have fun. That's ex
actly what they're doing." 

The Blue Dons only mustered 
two hits off the Irish pitching tan
dem of Kyla Kull and Jayden Lowe 
under clear, blue skies, but mistakes 
of some type by St. John Jed to all of 
their runs. 

"It just wasn't a good time to play 
like this," veteran Irish head coach 
Jerry Magistro lamented. "But, you 

know, that's part of 
have to be able to r 
We left a lot of peo1 
you can't do that in : 
and against a team Ii 

s 
b 
N 
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• Bridgeport 
Continued from Page 81 

the better she pitches," Toronto head coach Steve Tri
fonoff said of Ruble. "She·proved that last year. It's not 
that we didn't expect it. She pitches well in big games, and 
did so again tonight" 

Trailing 1-0 entering the home-half of the first, Bridge
port struck for three runs on just one hit as Toronto com
mitted three of its five errors. 

Jaren Tucker drew a Jeadoff walk and went to second 
when Angie Sommer's grounder was misplayed. A passed 
ball moved each runner up 60 feet, and Tucker broke from 
home when the next pitch got away from the Red l(nights 
catcher. She slid across home plate safel_y to tie the game, 
but the throw back to the pitcher covering aiso got away as 
Sommer alertly sprinted home for a 2-1 lead. Bri Conaway 
then struck out swinging, but the ball was dropped. She 
ended up at third and raced home when Ruble bounced a 
single up the middle as the Bulldogs grabbed a 3-1 advan-
tage. • 

"The first game we played them we were very aggressive 
on the bases and we Jost 9-7 ," Cash recalled. "The second 
game we didn't hit for nothing and we Jost I figured today 
what the heck, Jet's roll the dice and see what happens. 

"I like the way we've been playing the last week or so. I 
wanted us to get in a good rhythm .:. we were up-and-down 
there for a while, but I feel we're in a great rh;1hm right 
now and we need to continue that." 

With Ruble doing her thing in the middle of the dia
mond, the Bulldogs added to 'their margin as they tallied 

0 .,Lo.Lu," three times in the bottom of the third for a 6-1 lead. Two ILY SENIOR Ell Petho delivers to the plate during Monday's OVAC of the runs came across on an error while Halce Aubrey s 3A semifinal against Fort Frye. Petho worked the route and led the and Kayleigh Roberts pulled off a double steai as Aubrey its to the victory, sending them to the championship Friday against scored. • esvllle. "You could tell what team wanted to win thi.s game. That's for sure. Right from the beginning," Trifonoff ad
mitted. "That's what happens when one team comes to 
play and the other doesn't Whether you're favored or not, 
this is what is going to happen." 

• hits or didn't get very many 
all. (Petho) kept us off-balance 
at' s the name of the game right . . 

! Frye - the reigning 3A cham
- had a couple of scoring op
ities midway through the game. 
lng)e Jed the fourth inning off 
single to end Petho's no-hit bid. 
s able to make it to third base, 
: Linsly defense did not break. 
,11owing inning, Brenden Huck 
fifth off with a walk. However, 

3 double play after a strikeout 
insly all the momentum. 
o went the distance for Linsly 
ired four strike outs in the pro-

st trust my catcher," Petho said. 
J hit my spots, it doesn't always 
ut, but the defense was great I 
strikes), but there were a lot of 
1at could have been hits. It was 
1b by them." 
, Nelson also had a solid game 
mound for Fort Frye. Although 
the loss, he went the distance 
1ck out five Linsly batters. 

Engle provided both hits for Fort 
Frye. 

• Fort Frye put forth one final push 
and managed to get a run across in 
the seventh. Devin Layton got on base 
with an error, followed by a Huck walk 
to put two men on with no outs. 

While managing to score on a 
groundout, Linsly ended the threat by 
capturing three straight outs, including 
a strikeout to end it. 

"We just have to go back to the grind. 
I thought we played very well defen
sively," Nelson said. "We pitched well 
and we'll use this as a positive to move 
on and hopefully we bring our best the 
next couple of games and make a little 
nln in the tournament." 

Kelley was the Jone Linsly played 
to provide a multi-hit game with his 
double and single along with his two 
RB!. Lee Paull put Linsly'&fourth run 
on the board in the sixth inning with a 
sacrifice fly to right field. 

Linsly will have a chance to sec~ 
two straight OV AC championships. 
Last year, it won the 2A championship 
with a 12-1 victory over Toronto. 

lllle, and it really helps when perfect 5-0 with a complete-game ef-
1at beca~ I'm ~lessed to have fort that included six strikeouts, one 

He dismissed the fact that it's hard to beat a team three 
times in one season. The Red Knights had beaten the Bull
dogs in both prior meetings this year. 

«we played bad and they played good. That's all it was," 
he continued. 'The first two games they played bad and we 
played good." 

Bridgeport will be facing a Clay-Battelle team with re
venge on its mind for a semifinal setback in extra innings 
last season. . 

"They hit the ball pretty well against Shadyside today," 
Cash said of his scouting on Clay-Battelle. "It will be a 
revenge game on their part, but that was last year and this 
is this year. I just told my three seniors that I'm very proud 
of them. They are our leaders." ' 

• Shadysido-------
eonunued from Page 81 

The Tigers (8-8) led 1-0 after half-and-inning as Syd
nie Destifanes doubled down the rightfield line leading off. . 
She-scored when Davis's sacrifice bunt was thrown wildly 
tofirst -~ ' ' 

Clay-Battelle, -wl)iciJ...l1¥'1't lost since dropping a 6,4 
decision to W}Jeeling tentral on the same field on April 
1, scored fouftimes in its first at-bat, with a two-out error 
paving the way. 

Rylee Burnette doubled to right-center leading off and 
winning pitcher Caitlyn Kassay drew a one-out walk. A fly. 
ball moved Burnette to third before Hannah Hall's ground
er to the left side was misplayed as a run scored. Madison 
Statler followed with a RBI double to left-center and Alicia 
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Dons take advantage 
of St. John errors 

By RICK IBORP 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - Maddie Daugherty 
threw a five-hitter and Madonna took ad
vantage of a plethora of St. John miscues 
in the field Monday afternoon in besting 
the Irish, 7-1, in a IA semifinal of the Tom 
Bechtel OV AC Softball Championships. 

The four-time defending champion Blue 
Dons will return to the J.B. Chambers 
Youth SJ,>Orts Complex on Saturday to bat
tle Fronl!er, a 3-2 winner against Conotton 
Valley in the nildltcap on Ben's Field. 

"I love it," Madonna coach Chris Con
ti exclaimed. "I'm excited for the girls. 
They're ecstatic. A lot of teams counted 
us out this year. But guess what? They're 
here to play and to have fun. That's exactly 
what they're doing." 

The Blue Dons only mustered two hits 
off the Irish pitching tandem of Kyla Kull 
and Jayden Lowe under clear, blue skies, 
but mistakes of some type by St. John led 
to all of their runs. 

Photo by Andrew Grimm 
Madonna's Gia Rlccadonna slides Into home plate as the ball gets past St. 
John catcher Kaley Bryan In a OVAC 1A semifinal at the 1-470 Complex. 

"It just wasn't a good time to play like 
this," veteran Irish coach Jerry Magistro 
lamented. "But, you know, that's part of 
the game. You have to be able to not have 
errors. We left a lot of people on base and 
you can't do that in a game like this and 
against a team like this. 

"It just seemed like nothing went right 
for us from the beginning on." 

Kull recorded all five of her strikeouts 

in the first two innings. But the Blue Dons 
went up 2-0 thanks to a four-base error in 
the second. 

Gia Riccadonna led off the innin~ with 
a bunt sinj!,]e. Two batters later, Mikayla 
Sole hit a shot to the left side of the infield 
A throw to first went high and, before the 
play was over, she ended up safe at home. 

Please see MADONNA, Page 13 

Ruble Leads Bulldogs 
Ace whiffs 16 in leading 
Bridgeport past Toronto 

ByKIMNORIB 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - Brooklynn Ruble likes 
pitching in the OV AC Tom Bechtel Class 
2A Softball Tournament. 

The fire balling senior struck out I 6 -
including the final seven batters she faced 
Monday night - as No. 2-sceded Bridge
port defeated third-seeded Toronto, 6-3, in 
a semifinal contest under the lights on Li
sa's Field The game was a rematch of last 
year's championship tilt, in which the Bull-

dogs (11-5) also prevailed in. 
"I can't say enough about her," Bridge

port coach Donnie Cash said of his ace. 
"She's pitched just about every game for us 
the last two years. In my opinion, if she's 
not the best, she's one of the top 3 (pitch
ers) in tbe Ohio Valley. In this tournament 
she's just been lights-out for two years in a 
row. We need another performance either 
Friday or Saturday when we play Clay-Bat
telle for the championship." 

Ruble, who twirled a pair of no-hitters 
last week, allowed 1·ust one hit - a clean 
single up the midd e by opposing pitcher 

Please see RUBLE, Page 12 

■ ■ II 

~• •auy~IUC 
Clay-BatteTTe inti~e 
game for first time 

By KIM NORIB ,. 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - For the first time in 
school history, Clay-Battelle will play for 
an OV AC Class 2A Softball champmnship. 

The top-seeded Cee-Bees (18-1 J won for 
the 12th straight time Monday afternoon 
with a 5-4 triumph over No. 4 Shadyside in 
8 innings in semifmal action on Lisa• s Field 
at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Youth Sports 
Complex. They will meet No. 2 Bridgeport 
for the title either Friday or Saturday. The 
date and time will be announced later today 
as Clay-Battelle has prom Saturday night 

''I'm not sure it has sunk in yet," 
Clay-Battelle coach Butch Varner said of 
the hard-earned victory. "I have a lot of 
respect for that program (Shadyside) over 
there. Their coaches do a great job. We've 
played the last two or three years and it re
ally announces where our program is mov
ing that we are capable of competing at this 
type of level with that type of program." 

Please see CEE-BEES, Page 12 

■ 

Bridgeport's 
Jaren Tucker 
(8) slides 
safely across 
home plate 
Monday after 
scoring on 
a wild pitch 
in the first 
Inning against 
Toronto. Red 
Knights pitcher 
Jen Anderson 
awaits the 
throw. 

Photo by 
Kim North 

■ 
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Luke Merritt and Hunter Mccort all 
delivered RBI for the Jets (7-12). 

uumn Loca11u 
MOR~ISTOWN _ Barnesville 

ralh~d from a six-run deficit by ex
plodmg for IO combined runs be
tween the fourtti and sixth innings 
en route to claiming the milk pitcher 
for the first time against rival Union 
Local. 

BYESVILLE - • Logan Fox 
pitched a complete game with five 
strikeouts as Meadowbrook downed 
St Clairsville. 

Barnesville 8, Bridgeport 1 
BARNESVILLE - Ri]ey Tu

baugh threw a two-hitter, striking 
out 11 and walking two as Barnes
ville improved to 15-0 with a win 
against Bridgeport 

Peyton Neff supplied two singles 
for the Colts (14-2) while Hayden 
Loy had a RBI double. CJ Moore 
brought in two runs on a hit 

Brady Blattner, Devon Norman 
and Boston Black all had a single 
and RBL 

The following players all con
tributed two singles and an RBI for 
Barnesville - Aaron Marovich, 
Jared Kernen, Jagger Jefferis and 
Hunter Carpenter. 

Erin Hannahs smacked two sin
gles, a triple and knocked in a run 
for the Shamrocks (11-11 ), who 
scored seven times in the fifth. 

For the Red Devils (8-7) Matt Cayleigh Reynolds added two sin
gles and two RBI for Barnesville, 
while Shayla Hunter had two singles 
and an RBL 

Busby tallied two singles. 
Tubaugh scatterd two singles. 

Martins Ferry 9, Indian Creek 2 
MARTINS FERRY Jake 

Regular Season 
John Marshall 11 
Wheeling Park 8 

MOUNDSVILLE - Despite Probst belted a grand slam and tri
pled en route to knocking in five 
runs as Martins Ferry evened its 
record at 7-7 with a victory against 
Indian Creek. 

Bailey Rinkes belted a 3-run ho
mer for the Jets ( 4-1 I), while Kei
ra Gregor doubled, singled and 
knocked in two. 

pitching 18 walks, John Marshall 
held off Wheeling Park. 

Monroe Central S, River 3 The Monarchs scored six runs in 
the second inning while scoring four 
in the fourth. 

Izac Babiczuk totaled three sin
gles and two RBI for the Monarchs 
(9-14) while John Davis tallied two 
hits and brought home a run, Chas 
McCool also plated two runs with a 
single. 

Drake Dobson added a triple and 
two RBI for the Purple Riders. 

SARDIS - Kristen Friday hom
ered and knocked in two runs and 
Allee Zwick doubled and singled as 
Monroe Central edged River. SOFTBALL 

Tyler Consolidated 5 
Doddridge County 3 

Rymie Bishop added a double and 
an RBI for the Seminoles. 

For the Patriots James Salvato
ri supplied a two-run double while 
Brock Archer had a RBI single. 

SISTERSVILLE - JoLee Wal
ton belted a home run, single and 
brought .home two runs as Tyler 
Consolidated defeated Doddridge 
County. 

Allie Miller supplied a two-run 
single in the sixth mning for the Sil
ver Knights (I 0-10) while Madison 
De Vaughn tallied five strikeouts. 

Jonayah Moeller and Canadace 
Caldwell both homered for the Pi
lots. 

River 12, Beallsville 0 
SARDIS - Katie Rufener belted 

three singles, a double and knocked 
in three runs as River blanked 
Beallsville behind a two-hitter by 

Cameron 11 

Katie Lively. · 

Jefferson County Christian S 
MOUNDSVILLE - Logan Bur

kett struck out eight and led Camer
on over Jefferson County ,Christian. Magnolia 9, St. Marys 0 Riley Loilathin was a homer short 

of the cycle for the Pilots, while Mo
eller tripled, singled and plated two. 

Jessop Broughton drove in three 
on three hits, Garrett Scott was a 

ST. MARYS - Paige Brill (two 
singles, double) and Ashely Kelly 

RUBLE 
(Continued from Page 11) 

Jen Anderson with two 
outs in the th.ird. Toron
to's three runs came via a 
pair of groundouts and a 
Bridgeport error. 

"I'm actually proud of 
my team. We hit the ball 
and we played together," 
Ruble said while down
playing her own perfor
mance. 

"I'm really proud of 
them. We're excited to be 
going for back-to-back ti
tles, but it is nerve-wrack
ing, as well." 

The date and time for 
the championship game 
will be announced later 
today as Clay-Battelle has 
prom Saturday night 

"She definitely rises to 
the occasion. The bigger 
the game the better she 
pitches," Toronto coach 
Steve Trifonoff said of 
Ruble. "She proved that 
last year. It's not that we 
didn't expect it She pitch
es well in big games, and 
did so again (Monday)." 

Trailing 1-0 enter
ing the home-half of the 

LINSLY 
(Continued from Page 11) 

Tate Engle led the fourth 
inning off with a single to 
end Petho's no-hit bid. 

first, Bridgeport struck 
for three runs on just one 
hit as Toronto committed 
three of its five errors. 

J aren Tucker drew a 
leadoff walk and went 
to second when Angie 
Sommer's grounder was 
misplayed. A passed ball 
moved each runner up 60 
feet, and Tucker broke 
from home when the next 
pitch got away from the 
Red Knights catcher. She 
slid across home plate 
safely to tie the game, 
but the throw back to the 
pitcher covering also got 
away as Sommer alertly 
sprinted home for a 2-1 
lead, Bri Conaway then 
struck out swinging, but 
the ball was dropped. 
She ended up at third and 
raced home when Ruble 
bounced a single up the 
middle as the Bulldogs 
grabbed a 3-1 advantage. 

"The first game we 
played them we were very 
aggressive on the bases 
and we lost 9-7 ," Cash re
called. "The second _game 

for Linsly as .he fired four 
strikeouts in the process. 

"I just trust my catch-

we didn't hit for nothing play and the other doesn't 
and we lost I figured to- Whether you're favored 
day what the heck, let's or not, this is what is go
roll the dice and see what ing to happen." 
happens. He dismissed the fact 

"I like the way we've that it's hard to beat a 
been playing the last week team three times in one 
or so. I wanted us to get in season. The Red Knights 
a good rhythm ,,, we were had beaten the Bulldogs 
up-and-down there for a in both prior meetings this 
while, but I feel we're in year. 
a great rhythm right now "We played bad and 
and we need to continue they played good. That's 
that." all it was," Trifonoff said. 

With Ruble doing her "The first two games they 
thing in the middle of the played bad and we played 
diamond, the Bulldogs good." 
added to their margin as Bridgeport will be fac
they scored three times ing a Clay-Battelle team 
in the. bottom of the third with revenge on its mind 
for a 6-1 lead. Two of the for a semifinal setback in 
runs came across on an extra innings last season. 
error while Halee Aubrey "They hit the ball pret
and Kayleigh Roberts ·ty well against Shadyside 
pulled off a double steal (Monday)," Cash said of 
as Aubrey scored. his scouting on Clay-Bat-

"You could tell what telle. "It will be a revenge 
team wanted to win this game on their part, but 
game. That's for sure. that was last year and this 
Right from the begin- is this year. I just told my 
ning," Trifonoff said. three seniors that I'm very 
"That's what happens proud of them. They are 
when one team comes to our leaders." 

taking the loss, he went the 
distance and struck out five 
Li11Sly _batters.. . , , , , ,, 

hit game with his double and 
single along with his two 
RBL Lee Paull put Linsly's 
.. .,. -- .. 1.._ 1.-~-..1 :-

C m::e--: 

Shadyside sec 
turn a double p 
tel Class 2A E 
Clay-Battelle. -
B Innings on L 
Youth Sports 1 

Wheeling. 

CEE-BEE! 
(Continued fro 

With the s 
locked at 4-4 , 
on first and , 
two out in the 
the eighth, V, 
Ronda Petrucc 
third base line 
settled into t 
box. She was 
that point wit 
pop outs. 

"All we ne, 
Put the ball in 
there and get y 
Put it in pla} 
see what ha 
recalled of bl 
talk. "And she 

Petrucci h 
that was head 
ter field, but 
shortstop Kile 
made a diving 
ever, she cc 
the ball out o 
in time to fli1 
baseman Mad 
for the forcec 
time Davis n 
throw, Ali via 
the runner th, 
on second, ne, 
rounding third 
easily, setting 
celebration , 
Cee-Bees. 

"In a ballga, 
when you ge 
you've got t, 
and try to mi 
Varner said I 
to send Amrr 
did it a coup! 
before and i 
Fortunately I 
made one mo 
they did." 

The Tigen 
1-0 after ha! 
as Sydnie 
doubled dow 
field line leac 
scored when 
rifice bunt 
wildly to first 

Clay-Batte! 
hasn't lost sil 
a 6-4 decisic 
ing central c 
field on Apr 

TORONTC 
(Continued fl 

The Maro 
s !randed rum 
ing position i 
ent innings ; 
frnm l:1P.\1P1"~ 
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Madonna Ousts Paden City 
PADEN CITY - Madonna cap

italized on seven Paden City errors 
en route to a 5-0 victory in a IA 
OV AC semifinal matchup. 

The Blue Dons will play against 
Cameron in the title game. 

Domenic Brncie fired 10 strike
outs for Madonna while Matthew 
Amaismeier had two singles and two 
RBI. 

For the Wildcats ( 12-11 ). Trey 
Slider tallied two singles while 
throwing eight strikeouts and Car
son Palmer supplied a double. 

2A 
Steubenvllle Catholic 9 

Shadyside 3 
SHADYSIDE - Despite a single, 

double and a RBI from Mason Van
Nest, top seed Shadyside (14-3) was 
upset by No. 4 Steubenville Catholic 
(9-5) in the OV AC 2A semifinal. 

Noah Fayak supplied two dou
bles, a single and one RBI for the 
Crusaders. 

4A 
Meadowbrook 7, St. Clalrsvllle 1 

BYESVILLE Logan Fox 
pitched a complete game with five 
strikeouts as Meadowbrook downed 
St. Clairsville. 

Peyton Neff supplied two singles 
for the Colts (14-2) while Hayden 
Loy had a RBI double. CJ Moore 
brought in two runs on a hit. 

Brady Blattner. Devon Norman 
and Boston Black all had a single 
and RBI. 

For the Red Devils (8-7) Matt 
Busby tallied two singles. 

Regular Season 
John Marshall 11 
Wheeling Park 8 

MOUNDSVILLE - Despite 
pitching 18 walks. John Marshall 
held off Wheeling Park. 

The Monarchs scored six runs in 
the second inning while scoring four 
in the fourth. 

Izac Babiczuk totaled three sin
gles and two RBI for the Monarchs 
(9-14) while John Davis tallied two 
hits and brought home a run, Chas 
McCool also plated two runs with a 
single. 

For the Patriots James Salvato
ri supplied a two-run double while 
Brock Archer had a RBI single. 

Cameron 11 
Jefferson County Christian 5 
MOUNDSVILLE - Logan Bur

kett struck out eight and led Camer
on over Jefferson County .Christian. 

Jessop Broughton drove in three 
on three hits, Garrett Scott was a 

RUBLE 
(Continued from Page 11) 

home run shy of the cycle with a sin
gle, double and a triple and a RBI 
and Trin Scott supplied a double, 
two singles and two RBI. 

Noah Neely, Aidan Lucey and 
Travis Mickey each added RBI dou
bles. 

Hundred 2, Harman 0 
HUNDRED - Bryce Bartrug de

livered on the mound with IO strike 
outs as Hundred shut out Harman. 

Hunter Tustin compiled a single, 
double and two RBI for the Hornets 
(5-8) while Travis McCoy belted 
two singles. 

Christian Fluharty relieved Bar
trug as he struck out three in the fi
nal two innings. 

Weir 7, Union Local 4 
WEIRTON - Tyler Kelly fanned 

IO and Drew Curtis drove in two on 
a single and a double as Weir defeat
ed Union Local. 

Z.ak Wypasek added a single, a 
double and a RBI for the Red Riders 
(9-10). 

Ayden Smolira, Cody Morrison, 
Luke Merritt and Hunter McCort all 
delivered RBI for the Jets (7-12). 

Barnesvllle 8, Bridgeport 1 
BARNESVILLE - Riley Tu

baugh threw a two-hitter, striking 
out 1 1 and walking two as Barnes
ville improved to I 5-0 with a win 
against Bridgeport. 

The followmg players all con
tributed two singles and an RBI for 
Barnesville - Aaron Marovich, 
Jared Kernen, Jagger Jefferis and 
Hunter Carpenter. 

Tubaugh scatterd two singles. 
Martins Ferry 9, Indian Creek 2 

MARTINS FERRY Jake 
Probst belted a grand slam and tri
pled en route to knocking in five 
runs as Martins Ferry evened its 
record at 7-7 with a victory against 
Indian Creek. 

Drake Dobson added a triple and 
two RBI for the Purple Riders. 

SOFTBALL 
Tyler Consolidated 5 
Doddridge County 3 

SISTERSVILLE - Jolee Wal
ton belted a home run, single and 
brought home two runs as Tyler 
Consolidated defeated Doddridge 
County. 

Allie Miller supplied a two-run 
single in the sixth mning for the Sil
ver Knights (10-10) while Madison 
De Vaughn tallied five strikeouts. 

Magnolia 9, St, Marys 0 
ST. MARYS - Paige Brill (two 

singles, double) and Ashely Kelly 

(three singles) both tallied three hits 
as Magnolia shut down St. Marys. 
Kelly also had three RBI for the 
Blue Eagles. 

Kayna Anderson supplied two 
singles and two RBI while Kadyn 
Fluharty had two singles. 

Brooke 8, Beaver Local 0 
EAST LIVERPOOL - Rachel 

Kazmirski laced two singles and 
a double for two RBI and Landyn 
Haynes added a double as Brooke 
(15-8) shut out Beaver Local (6-
10). 

Earning the win with seven strike
outs was Maleaha Misch. 

John Marshall 14, Edison 1 
RICHMOND - Joey Mangino 

belted a home run, provided and sin
gle and drove in three as John Mar
shall.upended Edison (9- 10). 

Anna Blake tripled and laced two 
singles for four RBI and Taylor Gray 
garnered two singles, a double and 
four RBI for the Monarchs (l 5° I 2). 

Barnesvllle 12 
Union Local 10 

MORRISTOWN - Barnesville 
rallied from a six-run deficit by ex
ploding for IO combined runs be
tween the fourth and sixth innings 
en route to claiming the milk pitcher 
for the first time against rival Union 
Local. 

Erin Hannahs smacked two sin
gles, a triple and knocked in a run 
for the Shamrocks ( 1 1-11 ), who 
scored seven times in the fifth. 

Cayleigh Reynolds added two sin
gles and two RBI for Barnesville, 
while Shayla Hunter had two singles 
and an RBI. 

Bailey Rinkes belted a 3-run ho
mer for the Jets (4-11), while Kei
ra Gregor doubled, singled and 
knocked in two. 

Monroe Central 5, River 3 
SARDIS - Kristen Friday hom

ered and knocked in two runs and 
Allee Zwick doubled and singled as 
Monroe Central edged River. 

Rymie Bishop added a double and 
an RBI for the Seminoles. 

Jonayah Moeller and Canadace 
Caldwell both homered for the Pi
lots. 

River 12, Beallsville 0 
SARDIS - Katie Rufener belted 

three singles, a double and knocked 
in three runs as River blanked 
Beallsville behind a two-hitter by 
Katie Lively. · 

Riley Lollathin was a homer short 
of the cycle for the Pilots, while Mo
eller tripled, singled and plated two. 

Shadyside 
turnadoubl 
tel Class 2 
Clay-Battell 
8 innings o 
Youth Spo, 
Wheeling. 
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OVAC TOM BECHTEL SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT SEMIFINALS 
Madonna 
Back To 
Title Game 
Dons take advantage 
of St. John errors 

By RICK THORP 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - Maddie Daugherty 
threw a five-hitter and Madonna took ad
vantage of a plethora of St John miscues 
in the field Monday afternoon in besting 
the Irish, 7-1, in a I A semifinal of the Tom 
Becl)tel OV AC ,Softball Championships. 

The four-time defending champion Blue 
Dons will return to the J.B. Chambers 
Youth Sl_)Orts Complex on Saturday to bat
tle Frontier, a 3-2 winner against Conotton 
Valley in the nightcap on Ben's Field. 

"I love it," Madonna coach Chris Con
ti exclaimed. "I'm excited for the girls. 
They're ecstatic. A lot of teams counted 
us out this year .. But guess what? They're 
here to play and to have fun. That's exactly 
what they're doing." 

The Blue Dons only mustered·two hits 
off the Irish pitching tandem of Kyla Kull 
and Jayden Lowe under clear, bl.ue skies1 but mistakes of some type by St John lea 
to all of their runs. • 

Photo by Andrew Grimm 
Madonna's Gia Rlccadonna slides into home plate as the ball gels past SL 
John catcher Kaley Bryan In a OVAC 1A semifinal at the 1-470 Complex. • 

"It just wasn't a good time to play like 
this," veteran Irish coach Jerry Magistro 
lamented. "But, ·you know, that's part of 
the game. You have _to be able to not have 
errors. We left a lot of people on base and 
you can't do that in a game like this and 
against a team like this. 

"It Just seemed like nothini; went right 
for us from the beginning on.' 

Kull recorded all five of her strikeouts 

in the first two innings. But the Blue Dons 
went up 2-0 thanks to a four-base error in 
the second. 

Gia Riccadonna led off the inning with 
a bunt single. Two batters later, Mikayla 
Sole hit a shot to the left side of the infield. 
A throw to first went high and, before the 
play wns over, she ended up safe at home. 

Please see MADONNA, Page 13 

Ruble Leads Bulldogs 
Ace whiffs 16 in leading 
Bridgeport past Toronto 

By KIM NORTH 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - Brooklynn Ruble likes 
pitching in the OV AC Tom Bechtel Class 
2A Softball Toum111Dent 

The fireballing senior struck out I 6 -
including the final seven batters she faced 

dogs (11-5) also prevailed in. 
"I can't say enough about her," Bridge

port coach Donnie Casb said of his ace. 
"She's pitched just about every game for us 
the last two years. In my opinion, if she's 
not the best, she's one of the top 3 (pitch
ers) in the Ohio Valley. In this tournament 
she's just been lights-out for two years in a 
row. We need another perforroance either 
Friday or Saturdny when we play Clay-Bat
telle for the chamJ?ionship." 

n .• t..1- -,L- -••-1-...I - --!- -~ -- J..!H--

Cee-Bees 
Eliminate 

~a~:~Ye~j~~ 
game for first time 

ByKIMNORTH 
For The lnteDlgencer 

WHEELING - For the first time in 
school history, Clay-Bnttelle will play for 
an OV AC Class 2A Softball champrnnship. 

The top-seeded Cee-Bees (18-1) won for 
the 12th straight lime Mondny afternoon 
with n 5-4 hiumph over No. 4 Shadyside in 
8 innings in semifinal action on LiBa' s Field 
at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Youth Sports 
Complex. They will meet No. 2 Bridgeport 
for the title either Friday or Saturday. The 
date and lime will be announced later todny 
as Clay-Battelle has prom Saturday night 

"I'm not sure it has sunk in yet," 
Clay-Battelle coach Butch Varner s111d of 
the hard-earned victory. "I have a lot of 
respect for that program (Shadyside) over 
there. Their coaches do a great job. We've 
played the last two or three years and it re
ally announces where our program is mov
ing that we are capable of competing at this 
type oflevel with that type of program." 

Please see CEE-BEES, Page 12 

Bridgeport's 
Jaren Tucker 
(8) slides 
safely across 
home plate 
Monday after. 
scoring on 
a wild pitch 
in the first 
Inning against 
Toronto. Red 
Knights pitcher 
Jen Anderson 
~w~ltc; thA 
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home run shy of the cycle with a sin
gle, double. and a triple and a RBI 
and Trin Scott supplied a double, 
two singles and two RBI. 

Noah Neely, Aidan Lucey and 
Travis Mickey each added RBI dou
bles. 

Hundred 2, Harman O 
HUNDRED - Bryce Battrug de

livered on the mound with IO strike 
outs as Hundred shut out Harman. 

Hunter Tustin compiled a single, 
double and two RBI for the Hornets 
(5-8) while Travis McCoy belted 
two singles. 

Christian Fluharty relieved Bar
trug as be struck out three in the fi
nal two innings. • 
. Weir 7, Union Local 4 

WEIRTON - Tyler Kelly fanned 
IO and Drew Curtis drove in two on 
a single and a double as Weir defeat
ed Union Local. 

Zak Wypasek .added a single, a 
double and a RBI for the Red Riders 
(9-10). 

Ayden Smolira, Cody Morrison, 
Luke Merritt and Hunter McCort all 
delivered RBI for the Jets (7-12). 

:."ox 
Ive 
1ed Barnesville 8, Bridgeport 1 

BARNESVILLE - Riley Tu
baugh threw a two-bitter, striking 
out 11 and walking two as Barnes

ore ville improved to I 5-0 with a wirt 

·Jes 
Jen 

against Bridgeport. 
ian The followmg players all con
gle tributed two singles and an RBI for 

Barnesville - Aaron Marovich, 
Jared Kernen, Jagger Jefferis and 
Hunter Carpenter. 

[att 

Tubaugh scatterd two singles. 
Martins Ferry 9, Indian Creek 2 

MARTINS FERRY - Jake 
>ite Probst belted a grand slam and tri-
1all pied en route to knocking in five 

runs as Martins Ferry evened its 
in record at 7-7 with a victory against 

mr Indian Creek. 
Drake Dobson added a triple and 

in- two RBI for the Purple Riders. 
:hs SOFfBALL 

Tyler Consolidated 5 
Doddridge County 3 

SISTERSVILLE - JoLee Wal
ton belted a home run, single and 

lo- brought .home two runs as Tyler 
ile Consolidated defeated Doddridge 

WO 
tas 
la 

County. 
. Allie Miller supplied a two-run 

smgle in· the sixth mnin!UQJ' the Sil-
Ir- ver Knights (10-10) w~adison 
,r- De Vaughn tallied five ~.)Its. 
n. Magnolia 9i,SL Marys 0 
ee ST. MARYS - Paige Brill (two 
a singles, double) and Ashely Kelly 

(three singles) both tallied three hits 
as Magnolia shut down St. Marys. 
Kelly also bad three RBI for the 
Blue _Eagles. 
. Kayna Anderson sup1;1lied .two 

smgles and two RBI while Katlyn 
Fluharty bad two singles. . 

Brooke 8, Beaver Local 0 
EAST LIVERPOOL - Rachel 

Kaznhlrski laced two singles and 
a double for two RBI and Landyn 
Haynes added a double as Brooke 
(15-8) shut out Beaver Local (6-
10). 

Earning the win with seven strike
outs was Maleaha Misch. 

John Marshall 14, Edison 1 
RICHMPND - Joey Mangino 

belted a home run, provided and sin
gle and drove in three as John Mar
shall. upended Edison (9-10). 

Anna Blake tripled. and laced two 
singles for four RBI and Taylor Gray 
garnered two singles, a double and 
four RBI for the Monarchs (15-12). 

Barnesville 12 
• Union Local 10 • 

MORRISTOWN - Barnesville 
rallied from a six-run deficit by ex
ploding for IO combined runs· be
tween the fourtli and sixth innings 
el) route to claiming the nhllk pitcher 
for the first time against rival Union 
Local. 

Erin Hannahs smacked two sin
gles, a triple and knocked in a run 
for the Shamrocks (11-11), who 
scored seven times in the fifth. 

Cayleigh Reynolds added two sin
gles and two RBI for Barnesville 
while Shayla Hunter had two singles 
and an RBI. 

Bailey Rinkes belted a 3-run ho
mer for the Jets (4-11), while Kei
ra Gregor doubled, singled and 
knocked in two. 

Monroe Central 5, River 3 
SARDIS - Kristen Friday hom

ered and knocked in two runs and 
Allee Zwick doubled and singled as 
Monroe Central edged River. 

Rymie Bishop added a double and 
an RBI for the Senhlnoles. 

Jonayah Moeller and Canadace 
Caldwell both-homered for the Pi
lots. 

River 12, Beallsville O 
SARDIS - Katie Rufener belted 

three singles, a double and knocked 
in three runs as River blanked 
Beallsville behind a two-bitter by 
Katie Lively. · 

Riley Lollathin was a homer short 
of the cycle for the Pilots, while Mo
eller tripled, singled and plated two. 

Bridgeport struck we didn't hit for nothing 
ree runs on just one and we lost. I figured to-

'T'nrnntn f'nrnmittPrl rlo;au n,hot tha ho.,..t,. 1,. .. ,,. 

play and the other doesn't. 
Whether you're favored 
,... ......... ~l.!" !- ...... _ .. !" --

Tuesday,Aprll23,2019 

Photo by Kim North 
Shadyside second baseman. Madison Davis tries to 
turn a double play during Monday's OVAC Tom Bech
tel Class 2A Softball Tournament semifinal against 
Clay-Battelle. The Tlgers fell to the Cea-Bees, 5-4, in 
B Innings on Lisa's Reid at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 
Youth Sports Complex in the Elm Grove section of 
Wheeling. 

Cee-Bees 
(Continued from Page 11) 

With the score dead
locked at 4-4 and runners 
on first and second and 
two out in the bottom of 
the eighth, Varner called 
Ronda Petrucci down the 
third base line before she 
settled into the batter's 
box. She was 0-for-4 to 
that point with a trio of 
pop outs. 

'All we need is a hit. 
Put the ball In play. Get in 
there and get your feet set. 
Put it in play and we'll 
see what happens," he 
recalled of his brief pep 
talk. "And she did." 

Petrucci bit a rope 
that was headed for cen
ter field, but Shadyside 
shortstop Kiley "Jo Baker 
made a diving stab. How
ever, she couldn't get 
the ball out of her glove 
in time to flip to second 
baseman Madison Davis 
for the forceout. By the 
time Davis received the 
throw, Ali via Ammons, 
thP: rnnnPr thAt hArl hPPn 

four times in its first at
bat, with a tw~-out. error 
paving the way. • 

Rylee Burnette doubled 
to right-center leading off 
and winning pitcher Cait
lyn Kassay drew a one-
011t walk. A flyball moved 
Burnette to third before 
Hannah Hall's grounder 
to the left side was mis
played as a run scored. 
Madison Statler fol
lowed with a RBI double 
to left-center and Alicia 
Keener singled through 
pitcher Brooke Reager's 
legs that scored two runs 
as the designated hosts 
went up 4-1. 

"That was definitely a 
rough start. I don't know 
if it was nerves or what?" 
Shadyside coach Jillian 
Ongley said. "It's rough 
when you only give up 
one hit and they score four 
runs, but I'm proud of the 
way the girls battled back. 
That.' s the ~ood thing 
o;ahnnt thPC'.<> 11"1rlc ,;,ll ,:,.,.,;, _ 
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L,UAe iviernu ana Hllnter McCort all 
delivered RB'r for the Jets (7-12). 

Barnesville 8, Bridgeport 1 
BARNESVILLE - Riley Tu

baugh threw a two-hitter, striking 
out 11 and walking two as Barnes
ville improved to I 5-0 with a win 
against Bridgeport. 

MORRISTOWN :_ -Barnesville ' ralli~d from .a six-run ·deficit by ex- . . . Photo by Ki"! North plodmg for Io combined runs be- Shadyside second baseman Madison Davis Ines to tween the fourtti and sixth innings turn a double play during Monday's OVAC Tom Bechen route to claiming the milk pitcher tel Class 2A Softball Tournament semifinal against for the first time against rival Union Clay-Battelle. The Tigers fell to the Gee-Bees, 5-4 in Local. 8 innings on Lisa's Field at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 
ffman 
:ingle 

The followmg players all con
tributed two singles and an RBI for 
Barnesville - Aaron Marovich 
Jared Kernen, Jagger Jefferis and 
Hunter Carpenter. 

Erin Hannahs smacked two sin- Youth Sports Complex in the Elm Grove section of gles, a triple and knocked in a run Wheeling. 

Matt 

for the Shamrocks (11-1 I), who 
scored seven times in the fifth. CEE•BEES 

Tubaugh scatterd two singles. 

Cayleigh Reynolds added two sin
gles and two RBI for Barnesville 
while Shayla Hunter had two singles Marlins Ferry 9, Indian Creek 2 and an RBI. MARTINS FERRY Jake Bailey Rinkes belted a 3-run ho
mer for the Jets (4-11), while Kei
ra Gregor doubled, singled and 

spite 
shall 

11S in 
four 

Probst belted a grand slam and tri
pled en route to knocking in five 
runs as Martins Ferry evened its 
record at 7-7 with a victory against 
Indian Creek. 

knocked in two .. 
Monroe Central 5, River 3 

SARDIS - Kristen Friday hom
ered and knocked in two runs and 
Allee Zwick doubled and singled as 
Monroe Central edged River. 
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Drake Dobson added a triple and 
two RBI for the Purple Riders. 

SOFTBALL 
Tyler Consolidated 5 
Doddridge County 3 

Rymie Bishop added a double and 
an RBI for the Seminoles. SISTERSVILLE - JoLee Wal

ton belted a home run, single and 
brought .home two runs as Tyler 
Consolidated defeated Doddridge 
County. 

Jonayah Moeller and Canadace 
Caldwell both-homered for the Pi
lots. 

River 12, Beallsville 0 
SARDIS - Katie Rufener belted 

three singles, a double and knocked 
in three runs as River blanked 
Beallsville behind a two-hitter by 
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3ur
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. Allie Mille! supplied a two-run 
smgle m the sixth mnmg for the Sil
ver Knights (I 0-10) while Madison 
De Vaughn tallied five strikeouts. Katie Lively. · Magnolia 9, St. Marys 0 Riley Lollathin was a homer short 

of the cycle for the Pilots, while Mo
eller tripled, singled and plated two. 

ST. MARYS - Paige Brill (two 
singles, double) and Ashely Kelly 

, Bridgeport struck 
hree runs on just one 
s Toronto committed 
: of its five errors. 
ren Tucker drew a 
,ff walk and went 
econd when Angie 
~er's grounder was 
Jayed. A passed ball 
,ct each runner up 60 

and Tucker broke 
home when the next 
got away from the 

Knights catcher. She 
across home plate 
f to tie the game, 
1e throw back to the 
,r covering also got 

as Sommer alertly 
ed home for a 2-1 
Bri Conaway then 

, out swinging, but 
ball was dropped. 
nded up at third and 
home when Ruble 

·ed a single up the 
e as the Bulldogs 
ed a 3-1 advantage. 
e first c:ame we 
I them we ~were very 
;sive on the bases 
e lost 9-7 ," Cash re
. "The second _game 

□sly as _he fired four 
,uts in the process. 
ust trust my catch
tho said. "I try to hit 

we didn't hit for nothing play and the other doesn't. and we lost. I figured to- Whether you're favored day what the heck, let's or not, this is what is goroll the dice and see what ing to happen." 
haprens. He dismissed the, fact " like the way we've that it's hard to beat a been playing the last week team three times in one or so. I wanted us to get in season. The Red Knights a good rhythm ... we were had beaten the Bulldogs up-and-down there for a in both prior meetings this while, but I feel we're in year. 
a great rhythm right now "We played bad and and we need to continue they played good. That's that." all it was," Trifonoff said. With Ruble doing her "The first two games they thing in the middle of the played bad and we played diamond, the Bulldogs good." 
added to their margin as Bridgeport will be facthey scored three times ing a Clay-Battelle team in the bottom of the third with reven~e on its mind for a 6-1 lead. Two of the for a semifmal setback in runs came across on an extra innings last season. error while Halee Aubrey "They hit the ball pretand Kayleigh Roberts ·ty well against Shadyside pulled off a double steal (Monday)," Cash said of as Aubrey scored. his scouting on Clay-Bat-"You could tell what telle. "It will be a revenge team wanted to win this game on their part, but game. That's for sure. that was last year and this Right from the begin- is this year. I just told my ning," Trifonoff said. three seniors that I'm very "That's what happens proud of them. They are wh·en one team comes to our leaders." • 

taking the loss, he went the 
distance and struck out five 
Linsly batters. 

Engle orovided hnth hit., 

hit game with his double and 
single along with his two 
RBI. Lee Paull put Linsly's 
fm1rth nm nn th~ h .... ,.. .. ~ ; ... 

(Continued from Page 11) 
With the score dead- four times in its first atlocked at 4-4 and runners bat, with a tw~-out .error on first and second and paving the way. two out in the bottom of , Rylee Burnette doubled the eighth, Varner called to right-center leading off Ronda Petrucci down the and winning pitcher Cailthird base line before she Jyn Kassay drew a onesettled into the batter's Olli walk. A flyball moved box. She was 0-for-4 to Burnette to third before that point with a trio of Hannah Hall's grounder pop outs. to the left side was mis-"All we need is a hit. played as a run scored. Put the ball in play. Get in Madison Statler folthere and get your feet set. lowed with a RBI double Put it in play and we' 11 to left-center and Alicia see what happeris," he Keener singled through recalled of his brief pep pitcher Brooke Reager's talk. "And she did." legs that scored two runs Petrucci hit a rope as the designated hosts that was headed for cen- went up 4-1. ter field, but Shadyside "That was definitely a shortstop Kiley'Jo Baker rough start. I don't know made a diving stab. How- if it was nerves or what?" ever, she couldn't get Shadyside coach Jillian !he _ball out ~f her glove Ongley said. "It's rough m IJme to flip to second when you only give up baseman Madison Davis one hit and they score four f?r the f~rceout .. By the runs, but I'm proud of the l!me DaVIs received the way the girls battled back. throw, Alivia Ammons, That,'s the good thing the runner that had been about these girls all seaon second, never hesitated son, they never hung their rounding third and scored heads, not even when we easily, setting on a wild were 0-4. They still give celebration among the it their all and that's all Cee-Bees. you can ask." 

"In a ballgame like this, The score remained that when you get a chance way until the Shadyside you've got to go ahead fifth as Reager and Kasand try to make a play," say were trading aoose Varner said his decis10n eggs. e to send Ammons. "They With one out, Destidid it a couple of innings fanes singled to center before and it backfired. and promptly stole secFortunately for us, we ond. Davis picked up an made one more play than RBI with an infield single they did." as Destifanes raced home. The Tigers (8-8) led Baker singled and Izzy 1-0 after _half an inning Swords' roller up the midas Sydme Destifanes dle resulted in an infield d_oubled down the right single as Davis and Baker field !me leadmg off. She crossed the plate tie things scored when Davis' sac- at 4. 
rifice bunt was thrown Shadyside got a runner wildly to first. to second in the sixth· had Clay-Battelle, which a runner thrown out ;t the hasn't lost. s_ince dropping plate to end the seventh; a 6-4 dec1s1on to Wheel- and had a runner on third ing central on the same with one out in the eighth field on April I, scored and didn't score. 

TORONTO 
(Continued from Page 11) 

The Maroon Knights 
stranded runners in scor
ing position in five differ
ent innings and suffered 
-f.-nn-io ,,_,, ___ 1 t.--- -•·-

fathomed. Angelo Gentile 
blistered a two-run single 
to left and Kyle New-
11\.~ye~ t].ed i! with a laser 



! b~nar in 1he 7th 
tkNe:!i. by Nimio{Aicml. 
\lark Carlson, Firs!, &on !!arry; 
man; Third, Tripp Gibson 
J 141,9221 

Houiton 

more about the Steak 
isit our Facebook event, 
DP Steak Fry 
es and/or additional ln
~ontact: 
orzano; justln@camer-
304-281-5649. 

J Basketball Tourney 
I Virginia AAU is having 
etbafl tournament April 
mnville High School for 
4th, 6th and 7th. 
·e information please 
-421-6318. 
di Officials Training 

Course 
st Virginia and Ohio 
)fficials Association is 
a 28 hour course in fun
,f volleyball officiating. 
successfully comp!et

rse if study will be eli
ciate ln the 2019 school 
1 register by May 7. The 
ns on May 28 from 5-8 
, have any questions, 
tact Greg Cheson!s at 
,0 or Greg.Chesonis@ ,. 
nnounces West Liberty 
;ketball Camps 

honored by the Na
Jclation of Basketball 
one of the nation's top 
under the age of 30, 

v University men's bas
itant Mike Lamberti Will 
g the Hilltopper gospel 
basketball camps this 

on a deep pool of area 
d players for instruc
inca, Lamberti and the 
have created several 

1s designed to help any 
basketball player take 
the next level. 

l has teamed with the 
MCA to conduct a pair 
1entals and Shooting 
!he Elm Grave YMCA. 
rnion will run from Juno 
1 second session set for 

mrty will also be host
;;chool shootout on the 
1us from June 21-23. 
•I teams will have the 

to play seven games 
1t•of•state competition 
ee days with all games 
:ertified officials. 
1ular Running Hilltop• 
1ht Basketball Camp re• 
st Liberty's ASRC from 

U's a 4-day, 3-night 
experience with lodg• 
NLU dorms and meals 
: the West Liberty caf• 
;ketball fundamentals 
ivelopment are the fo. 
vith life lessons aimed 
each camper achieve 

package: Student•Per-

ions are now available 
ir the "Camps" header 
t liberty athletic web• 
i I I top pe rspo rts ,com, 
>lions or addltional in
call Coach Lamberti at 
234 or via email at ml• 
1 rt i@west Ii be rty. ed u 

(at J.B. Chambe~ r 

Youth Sports Complek) 
Semifinals 
Class 1A 

Madonna 7, St. John 1 
Madonna 021 101 2 - 7 2 1 
St. John 000 000 1 - 1 5 3 

M - Ma. Daugherty wp {5K, 2881 
and Mir. Sole. 8ackel rbl. 

5 - Kull Ip (SK, 388). Lowe (4) 
i5K, 288) and Bryan, Yaegel D, 2S; 
Ruza rbi. 

ClasS 2A 
Clay-Battelle 5, Shadyside 4, 8 inn. 

Shadyside 100 030 00 - 4 6 2 
Clay-Battelle 400 000 01 - 5 10 6 

S - Reager Ip (4K, 488) and Hen• 
dershot. Destifanes S, □; Davis S, rbi; 
Swords S, rbi; Butler D. 

C - Kassay wp 112K, 388) and 
Petrucci. Burnette S, D; Petrucci S, 
rbi; Wilson S, D; Statler S, D, rb!; 
Koener 2S, 2rbi. 

Bridgeport 6, Toronto 3 
Toronto 100 110 0 - 3 1 5 
Bridgeport 303 000 x - 6 5 1 

T - J. Anderson Ip (BK, 3881 and 
Reed; Sapp 2rbL 

B - Ruble wp (16K, 5B8) and 
Tucker. Ruble 2S, rbi; Stockwell rbi. 

Regular Season 
Barnesville 12, Union local 10 

Barnesvllle 002 172 0 - 12 11 2 
Union Local 512 000 2 - 10 12 5 

B - Hanlon (3K, 288), Delling (4) 
wp WK, 188) and Johnson and Hunt
er (5). Hannahs 2S, T, rbi; Hanlon D; 
Reynolds 2S, 2rbi; Hunter 2S, rbi. 

U - Mercer !2K, 588), Rinkes 
(3) (1K, 188), Gregor (5) lfl (3K, 288) 
and Powell. Kildow 2S, rbl; Meteer S, 
rbi; Rinkes HR, 3rbi; Robb S, D, tb!; 
Thomas 2S, rbi; Gregor S, □, 2rbi. 

John Marshall 14, Edison 1 
John Marshall 212 036 - 14 14 0 
Edison 000 10k - 1 3 1 

J-Morgan wp (1K, 088), Wise 
(4) (4K, 08B), SoLJth {6) (1K, 0BBJ and 
Mangino. An. Blake 2S, T, 4rbi; Gray 
2S, D, 4tbi; Mangino S, HR, 3rbl. 

E-Meadows Ip (OK, 488) and 
McElroy. Christoff HR, rbi. 

Magnolia 9, St. Marys 0 
St. Marys 000 00 - 0 3 1 
Magnolia 104 40 - 8 12 2 

S - Nichols Ip (11K, 088) and 
King. 

M - Piekarski wp (1K, 0881, 
Postlethwait (4) (1K, 088) and 8. Flu
harty. Brill 2S, O; Anderson 2S, 2rbi; 
Kelly 3S, 3rbi; Piekarksi S, rbi; While 
rbi; K. Fluharty 2S. 

Brooke B, Beaver Local 0 
Brooke 120 121 1 - B 6 0 
Beaver Local 000 000 0 - 0 5 2 

B-Misch wp !7K, 088) and Veltri. 
Kazrnirski 2S, D, 2rbi; Haynes D. 

Bl-Keller Jp (6K, 788) and Bow• 
ersock. Pancake S, D. 

Tyler Consolidated 5 
Doddridge County 3 

Doddridge Co, 200 010 0 - 3 8 5 
Tyler Consol. 001 103 x - 5 7 6 

D - Sanford Ip (3K, 58B) and 
Carter, Heisman S, HR, 2rbi; D. Hav
en 2s. 

T - Devaughn wp (5K, 088) and 
5. Miller. Walton HR, S, 2rbl; A. Miller 
S, 2rbi. 

Monore Central 5, River 3 
Monroe Central 000 122 0 - 5 B 0 
River 000 003 0 - 3 4 2 

M - Giesey wp (6K, 28B) and 
Hamiholt. K. Friday HR, 2rbi; Zwick D, 
S; R. Bishop D, rbi; Kalista Friday D. 

R - Rose Jp (2K, 48B1 and Rufen
er. Caldwell HR, 2rbi; Moeller HR, rbi. 

River 12, Beallsvl!le 0 
Beallsville 000 00 - 0 4 3 
River 261 3x -12 16 2 

B - Perkins Ip (lK, 188) and 
Cleary. Cleary 2S. 

A - Lively wp (6K, OBS) and 
Rufener, Ri!ey lotlathin S, D, T; 
Rufener D, 3S, 3rbi; Rose S. D, rbi; 
Moeller S, T, 2rbl; Reed T, S. 

nnnis Antetokounmpo 
scored 41 points, and the 
Milwaukee Bucks beat De
troit 127-104 on Monday 
night, completing a four
game sweep of the Pistons 
and advancmg to the second 
round of the playoffs for the 
first time since 2 00 I. 

Milwaukee closed the third 
quarter with a 17-3 run, tak
ing a I 0-point lead into the 
fourth after the Pistons had 
led much of the way. Detroit 
set an NBA record with its 
14th consecutive playoff loss, 
a skid that began m 2008. 

The Bucks will face Bos
ton in the second round. 
The Celtics are coming off a 
sweep against Indiana. 

"I think it's important that 
we take a second tonight. 
Enjoy it," Bucks coach Mike 
Budenholzer said. "It's a 
good night for Milwaukee. 
It's a good night for the 
Bucks." 

Reggie Jackson scored 
20 of his 26 points in the 
first half for Detroit. Blake 
Griffin fouled out with 7:06 
remaining after scoring 22. 
The home fans gave him a 
nice ovation - then many 
headed for the exits. Griffin 

MADONNA 
(Continued from Page 11) 

Madonna went up 3-0 
an inning later when pinch 
runner Morgan Owens 
scored on a passed ball -
the second time she moved 
up on a passed ball during 
the frame. 

Conti praised his team 
for takini; advantage of the 
opportumties presented to 
them and staymg aware of 
the various situations. 

"They played as a team," 
he said. "There's no 'I' in 
team. I've stressed that all 
year. 

"We had baserunners 
on and they had a couple 
of passed balls. We were 
aggressive on the bases. 
They just played together, 
and Maddie played a great 
game." 

While Madonna was 
slowly, but surely, build
in& a lead, Daugherty was 
domg the same with the 
Irish lineup. She kept them 
off the scoreboard until the 
seventh and finished with 
five Ks and two walks. 

St. John had runners at 

of the series with knee prob-
lems. • 

"Blake played his heart 
out with basically one leg," 
said Pistons coach Dwane 
Casey. whose voice was 
hoarse at his postgame news 
conference. ·'He fought 
through a lot of pain. swell
ing." 

Griffin was on the bench 
for much of Milwaukee's 
crucial run. He sat for the 
final 4:35 of the third. Ante
tokounmpo scored 16 points 
in that quarter, half of which 
came on free throws. 

Detroit led 20-8 early on 
after a dunk by Griffin. The 
Pistons were up 62-56 at 
halftime but still could□ 't 
prevent a fourth straight 
blowout at the hands of the 
team that had the NBA's best 
regular-season record. Mil
waukee won the four games 
by a total of 9 5 points, and 
no game was closer than l 6. 

TO THE LINE 
Milwaukee went 31 of 4 I 

on free throws. while Detroit 
was only 9 of 12. Casey was 
called for a technical foul 
in the third, and the fans 
weren't at all pleased with 
the officiating. 

third and second in the 
first and fourth innings 
with two out, but were un
able to capitalize. 

Madonna, meanwhile, 
added a run in the sixth to 
go up 5-0. Then, triggered 
by a two-base error to be
gin the frame, tacked on 
two more in the seventh. 

Danniele Yaegel and 
Kasi Gillespie reached to 
start the seventh for the 
Irish, with Yaegel, who 
had three hits, later scor
ing. 

"They played hard right 
until the last out:· Magis
tro said. "The kids didn't 
want to lose. 

"I can't say enough 
about this group. I have to 
give credit for making the 
top four. They've always 
made it." 

Madonna. meanwhile. is 
in the top two again. 

"They all get along to
gether and they all support 
each other," Conti said. 
"That's what I love about 
this team." 



OVAC TOM BECHTEL SOFTBALL TOURN 

Magnolia Rallies to 
Defeat Linsly, 5-4 

• Photo by Kyle Lutz 

Magnolia's Ashlyn Piekarski takes a swing at a pitch during an OVAC 3A semifinal matcup against 
Magnolia's. Piekarskl's two-run single in the seventh inning proved to be the game-winner for the 
Blue Eagles. 

Piekarski's two-run single.proved to be winner 
By TRACY WATSON 
For The IntelJlgencer 

WHEELING - Befcxe her fourth-seeded Magnolia 
team took the field against top-seeded I losly in an OV AC 
softball semifinal Tuesday nfght, Blue EngleS' coach An
gela Johnson told her team that the seeds meant nothing 
and that her girls should just, "go out and do their thing and 
get the job done." 

And while Magnolia struggled to get. anything going 
through four innings, it came to life over the final three 
frames and just as their coach had asked, got the job done. 

Ashley Tharp fanned eight without issuing a walk, and 
made an amazing catch to help secure the lead in the sixth 
inning, while Ashlyn Piekarski's one-out, two-nm single 
in the top of the seventh P,!?ved to be the game-winner as 
Magnolia rallied for a thrilling 5-4 victory over the Canets 
in a Class AAA semifinal on Ben's Field al the J.B. Cham-

ONLINE EXTRA 
See more photos of Magnolia's big victory 
against Linsly atwww.theintelligencer.net 

ber's 1-470 Sports Complex. 
Toe victory moves the Blue Eagles to 15-4 on the sea

son and sends them into the 3A cliampionship game that 
will be played either Friday night or Saturday morning. 
Their opponent will be the survivor of tonight's other 
semifinal between Crestview and Monroe Centrnl. 

While Coach Darryl Crews' Cadets (14-6) left three 
runners in scorinjl position and had another thrown out al 

third over the initial three innings Linsly did manage to 
grab a quick 2-0 lead. 

Please see MAGNOLIA, Page 12 



Red Devils Down Huskies, 7-4 
Bennington supplies 
big hit for St. C. • 

slugged a bases<learing double that "She was focused. She's hitting 
bumped the COllll! to 7-2 and would around .500 for the season. 

ByKIMNORTH 
For The lntelllgencef-

eod up being the deciding blow in a "Our two seniors, Bree and Taylor 
74 Victory on Lisa's Field at the J.B. (Gallentine) have been there before,". 
Chambers 1470 Youth Sports Com- be said of experiencing fill OVAC 
plex. • championship. ''Tuey were major 

The win not only JlfOl"'Iled. St contnbutors ·on fill OV AC champi
Clairsville (11-5) to the cbampion- onship team as freshmen. We talked 
ship game opposite top-seeded Oak about how their experleoces could 
Glen Friday at 6:45 p.m,, but it also help these y01DJger girls. Bree came 
gave them the rubber-game as both through and rill tickled to death she 

WHEELING - Veteran players 
always seem to come up huge in big 
games. Such was the case Tuesday 
night dilling an OVAC Tom Bechtel 
Clas.s 4A softbaJJ tourrunnent semifi
nal. teams had split a pair of earlier con- did" . 

Wlth No. 2 seed St Clnirsville al
read lea1in thhd-seeded Haaison 
Cenfral 4-2 J Ire bottom of the fourth 

Photo by Kim North inning, third baseman Bree Benning
St. Clalrsville second baseman Hannah Thoburn ma_kes a too gave the Red Devils some ad
throw to first during Tuesday's OVAC Class 4A semttlnal. ditional insurance runs. The senior 

tests. The Huskies. were their own worst 
"That was absolutely a clutch hit enemy as Ibey strnnded nine nmners 

Sbe really C3l11e tbro,jJdJ wbeo we . on base and made a couple of costly 
needed i~" first-year Si. Clairsville ernJllj 

coach Rob Gallentine said of Ben- • 
nington. • Please see DEVILS, Page 12 
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: out a sea
the Detroit 
)f their first 
Parle since 

two-run homer m ibe first inning off ibe m
cade of the second deck in left-eenter field, 
and Cincinnati wasted an early lead and then 
rallied to beat Atlanta. 

Jose Peraza had his first RBI since hom
j five shut- ering on opening day, and Tucker Barnhart 
eague win, homered for the Reds, who have wpn four of 
he nightcap five following a four-game losing streak. Cin
ns at 9-15. ·cmnati led 3-0 in the fifth inning, fell behind 

4-3 in the sixth, then scored four runs m the 
bottom half. ') - Jalen 

)Tie Stanek 
,n in 4 -2/3 
omered for 
pa Bay sent 
s. 
s attempt to 
: time in five 
ttnpa Bay's 
:ond inning. 
0 
Wheeler hit 
dstruckout 
Yorkhand
games. 
owed came 
WO fastballs 
sailed over 

!S started to 
kins angril 
tlchwas~ 

ORIOLES 9, WHITE SOX 1 
BALTIMORE (AP) - Dwight Smith Jr. 

hit a three-run homer, one of four long balls 
offiv'n Nova (0-3), and Baltimore overpow
ered Chicago to end a four-game losing streak. 

Andrew Cashner ( 4-1) gave up one run, 
five hits and a walk over seven inmngs to win 
his fourth straight decision. Just as importmt, 
he provided much needed rest to a bullpen 
thatwasdrainedina 12-2 loss to Chicago one 
night earlier. 

GIANTS7,BLUEJAYS6 
IDRONTO (AP) - Pablo Sandoval went 

3 for 4 and homered for the first time this 
year, one of a season-high four home runs for 
San Francisco. . 

Joe Panik, Evan Longoria and Brandon 
Belt also homered for the Giants, who came 
in 29th in the majors in batting and ahead of 
just one team in home J1ll15. • 

FIIIDVBI 

38 
YEARS 

FOR GUTTER PROTECTION 

ST~~fu~=three 
singles and two RBI as Tyler Consolidated de
feated St Marys. 

Case Landis had two hits for the Silver 
Knights (J0-6). 

Barnesville 6, Martins Ferry 5 
BARNESVILLE - Aaron 'Marovich sup-

• MAGNOLIA 
(Continued from Page 11) 

1 :Sll.BdJSl(le J..:t, J:1ronuer i 
SHADYSIDE - Kylie Jo Baker collected 

three sinjlles and two RBI as Shadyside defeat-
ed Frontier. . 

Isabella Swords brought home three runs 
with a single and triple for the Tigers while 
Madi.son !5avis had a single, double and three 
RBI. 

. With two down in the top Ashley Kelly collecting a and we had some girls make 
of the first Sophia Recrosio lead-off single and Pikarski some big plays in the field as 
reached on an infield single being hit by a pitch. Lmdsay well," Johnson said. "And no 
and scored when sertlor Sarah Whiteman's sacrifice. bunt question, we got some timely, 
Heller riw.e<l a RBI double put runners on second and big hits. 
into the nght-eenter field gap third with one away. • "Defensive\y their third 
for a 1-0 advantage. Designated player Shayna baseman (Karena Recrosio) 

Lmsly had a shot to blow White then reached on an er- and centerfielder (Sophia 
the game wide open in the ror allowing one run to score Recrosio) hurt us both of
third ,vith Maddy Menendez and moved to ·second as an- fensively and defensively. 
reaching on a one-out sin~e other run scoring on another They are really great play
then stealin,g second and third Lmsly miscue on the play as ers. Ashley (Tharp) also 
before sconng on Karena Re- the Eagles moved ahead 3-2. did an outstandin,g job in 
crosio's base-hit to make it Johnson's squad put up a the circle, but she 1s always 
2-0, Recrosio's sister Sophia pair of much needed insur- strong and I have so much 
then reached on a bunt sin- ance runs in the seventh with confidence in her." 
gle with the duo ending up at a pair of singles, a fielder's Kayna • Anderson and 
second and third with one out choice and Plekarski's two- Tharp each had a r.air of hits 
and the Cadets No. 4 and 5 run sini;le to left that put for Magnolia while the Re-
hitters due up. Magnoliaupbya5-2margin. crosio sisters combined for 

Tharp, however, settled in Llnsly, however, did not six hits and three RBI in the 
and recorded back-to-back go away easy in the home- contest. . • 
strikeouts to end the threat half of the seventh Following· "I told the ~ls to hold 

The Blue Ea~es cut the a pair of quick outs Menen- their heads high," Crews 
deficit in half m the fifth dez reached on an error and said. ''This team has had 
when Sydney Scott reached scored on Karena Recrosio's a tremendous turnaround 
on a one-out fielder's choice triple to right-eenter. Sophia since last year, and even 
and No. 9 hitter Natalie Recrosio then followed with since the beginrtlng of this 
Fletcher reached when the her fourth hit of the day, plat- season. 
centerfielder could not come ing her sister and making it a • "They didn't quit, they 
up the great diving play to put 5-4 count before Tharp got kept fighting to the end and 
two runners on. PaiJl<! !!rill Heller to pop out to second to that is all you can ask. This 
then drilled a run-sconng sin- end the contest ls just a lesson learned that 
gle up the middle to make it a "Unfortunately, we you have to play to the end. 
2-1 game. weren't able to get much But overall I could not be 

Magnolia got things go- going early on, but we did a more proud of these kids as 
ing again in the sixth with good job adjusting to things their coach." 

McKAY------~----------
(Continued from Page 11) 

"We've got four seniors that have seen it all 
the way through (their careers) and their malll
rity is what we're proud of." 

McKay fanned eight of the first rtlne Purple 
Riders she faced, including the side in the sec
ond and third. She also whiffed three batters 
in fourth and sixth innings while throwing an 
even 100 pitches, of which 72 were strikes. 

"She gives a great spark to the other girls. 
She adds a lot of confidence to them and she's 
a hard worlcer," Garner said. "She's our work
hooe and you can't ask for anything more than 
she gives us." 

Fourth-seeded Martins Ferry (10-11), 
which limped into the Fmal Four by losin,g five 
of its last six cootests, took a 1-0 lead m the 
top of the fourth. The left-handed hitting Funk
houser led off with a slap single to the hole at 
short. Abby Burnbico bunteil and was ruled 
safe at first when the ball was bobbled. With 
two outs, Martins Ferry coach Paige Williams 
decided to try and make somethin~ happen. A 
double steal resulted in the Purple Riders Jone 
run as Funkhouser swiped third as the throw 
sailed into left field. f°unkhouser got up and 
sprioted home ahead of the throw in a bang-
bang play at the plate. . . 

Oak Glen evened things an inning later when 
McKay singled up the middle with two outs. 
Alexa Andrews sent a shot to deep right-eenter 

A strikeout prevented further damage. 
Toe Golden Bears sealed the deal in the 

bottom of the sixth with a little help from their 
opponents. 
-Jayana Monljlomery legged out an in

field single leading off and was replaced by 
pinchrunner Grace Smith. Aldin Hall reached 
on a fielder's choice and Britney Giorgini 
looped a single to shallow left-eenter to load 
the bases. McKayla Goodlin's comeback
er was fielded and thrown to the plate for the 
force, but the ball was dropped as a run scored. 
Hannah Patterson followea with a flyball deep 
enough to left that plated Hall, and Goodlin 
would cross the plate on Hannah Walker's 
two-out single. 

'Tm proud of my team," Williams said. 
"We had a tenible ~ainst fudian Creek 
(Monday) and I was to see them come 
back and have the Ii t that I've seen in them. 
Obviously, I was a little nervous before the 
game, but once I saw the desire the girls had 
to try and make it to the championship game I 
was certainl happ with." 

Walker ~'i/ci7 with three hits and ao RBI 
while McKay, Andrews and Montgomery all 
had two. 

Burnbico struck out five and walked two in 
six-plus innings of work. 

Oak Clleo has OV AC softball titles in 1998 



FOR OVER 

38 
YEARS 

FOR GUTTER PROTECTION 

:e clogged and overflowing gutters 
:: No Clog WARRANTY, transferable 
j by trained & certified technicians 
J by all major roofing manufacturers 

f:Gutter 
Helmet 

:LEAN YOUR GUllERS AGAIN' 

to Gl.&r Helniirt'ra, and mid b8 ~ al !!mt al~. c:mrd bt 
re pro!itib!d by l;;w. .,Sut:j?d to cm:!it ew-ri ftD!ld ~ ol 9.Bmli b 120 
~, 1eMen. ~ 1erim ~ Q::OO'tlooa Dmmgtd ciec!l'i' bmM1 hi rumns 
, !iro..'IC8 !eim:, ~al?~ Ctlly. tfla!a:l 00 111 ~ 201-4 

• 

J Dt: .DlUt: ~ L;UL ~ 

deficit in half Ill the fifth 
when Sydney Scott reached 
on a one-out fielder's choice 
and No. 9 hitter Natalie 
Fletcher reached when the 
centerfielder could not come 
up the great diving play to put 

• two runners on. Paige Brill 
then drilled a run-scoring sin-

• ]ile up the middle to make it a 
2-1 game. • 

Magnolia got things go
ing again in the sixth with 

i1 pi11r Ul f.{Wl.:A. ULU.) lVlCUC:U-

dez reached on an error and 
scored on Karena Recrnsio's 
triple to ricllt-center. Sophia 
Recrnsio tfien followed with 
her fourth hit of the day, plat
ing her sister and making it a 
5-4 count before Tharp got 
Heller to pop out to second to 
end the contest. 

"Unfortunately, we 
weren't able to get much 
going early on, but we did a 
good job adjusting to things 

wen IJC~ Ill~, \....lCW:i 

said. "This team has had 
a tremendous turnaround 
since last year, and even 
since the beginning of this 
season. 
• "They didn't quit, they 

kept fighting to the end and 
that is all you can ask. This 
is just a lesson learned that 
you have to play to the end. 
But overall I could not be 
more proud of these kids as 
their coach." 

McKAv------~---------
<cont1nue<1 from Page 11) 

"We've got four senior,; that have seen it all 
the way through (their careers) and their matu
rity is what we're proud of." 

McKay fanned eicllt of the first nine Purple 
Riders she faced, including the side in the sec
ond and third. She also whiffed three batters 
in fourth and sixth innings while throwing an 
even JOO pitches, of which 72 were strikes. 

"She gives a great spark to the other girls. 
She adds a lot of confidence to them and she's 
a hard wmxer," Gamer said. "She's our work
horse and you can't ask for anything more than 
she gives us." 

Fourth-seeded Martins Ferry (I 0-11 ), 
which limped into the FJOal Four by losing five 
of its last six contests, took a 1-0 lead m the 
top of the fourth. The left-handed hitting Funk
houser led off with a slap single to the hole at 
short. Abby Burnbico buntea and was ruled 
safe at first when the ball was bobbled. With 
two outs, Mnrtins Ferry coach Paige Williams 
decided to ny and make sornethin,g happen. A 
double steal resulted in the Pu!ple lUders lone 
run as Funkhouser swiped third as the throw 
sailed into left field. Funkhouser got up and 
sprinted home ahead of the throw in a bang-
bang play at the pln!e. . . 

Oak Glen evened things an inning later when 
McKay singled up the middle with two outs. 
Alexa Andrews sent a shot to deep right-center 
that resulted in a nip le as McKay ellSilY scored. 

A strikeout prevented further damage. 
The Golden Bears sealed the clea! in the 

bottom of the sixth with a little help from their 
opponents. 
• Jayana Mon!gomery legged out an in

field single leading off and was replaced by 
pinchrunner Grace Smith. Aiciin Hall reached 
on a fielder's choice and Britney Giorgini 
looped a single to shallow left-center to load 
the hases. lv!cKayla Goodlin's comeback
er was fielded and thrown to the plate for the 
force, but the ball was dropped as a run scored. 
Hannah Patterson followeif with a llyball deep 
enough to left that plated Hall, and Goodlin 
would cross the plate on Hannah Walker's 
two-out single. 

"I'm proud of my iearn," Williams said. 
"We had a terrible game against Indian Creek 
(Monday) and I was proud to see them come 
back and have the fight that I've seen in them. 
Obviously, I was a little nervous before the 
game, but once I saw the desire the girls had 
to ti)' and make it to the championship game I 
was certainly happy with." 

Walker finistiea with three hits and an RBI 
while McKay, Andrews and Montgomery all 
had two. 

Burnbico struck out five and walked two in 
six-plus innings of work. 

Oak Glen has OV AC softball titles in I 998 
and 2002. 

DEVILS----------------
(Conttnued from Page 11) 

"We stranded a lotof bas
erunners and made too many 
mistakes to beat a *ood team 
like St Clairsville, Harrison 
Central coach Darrin Young 
said. "We didn't take advan
tage of certain opportunities 
when they were presented to 
us. 

"In order to win champion
ships, you've got to play fun
damentally-sound softball. 
We did it at times tonight, 
bµt we did get it for seven in
nings." 

After Harrison Central left 
the bags loaded in the top of 
the first, St Oairsville went 
to work. 

Taylor Gallentine and 
Hannah Thoburn drew back
to-back leadoff walks from 
Harrison Central starter, and 
loser, Kaylee Elliott. Ben
nington sacrificed both run-

• 

ners up a hase before Alexis tagged out at the plate, but 
Hines bunted down the first Jenna Jaskowiak's two-out 
base line. Gallentine scored hase hit back through the box 
easily as tbe ball slowly rolled· plated Dekotah Narnack for a 
to first baseman Jenna Young 4-2 margin. 
who tagged Hines. However, Harrison Central cut the 
Thoburn never stopped chui- deficit to 7-4 in the sixth when 
ging around third and slid m Britton Positano launched a 
safely as the ball was jarred two-run homerover the fence 
loose from catcher Madison in deep left-center. 
Young fora 2-0 advantage. 'Toe second half of our 

The Huskies evened things season starts tomorrow I told 
in their second at-bat when them," YO!lll~ said. 
Sarah Touville singled up the "I know this one hurts, but 
middle with two outs to score we've got to shake it off and 
Jenna Young and Lexi Fergu- get ready for sectionals." 
son. Thoburn laced three sin-

St Clairsville re-gained the gles and scored three times 
lead in the third as Thoburn to pace St C. Gallentine had 
singled to center leading off. a pair of singles and two runs 
Bennington singled to right scored. 
and when the &all got past Jaskowiak fanned three, 
the rightfielder, the speedy walked just one and scattered 
Thoburn circled the bags. seven hits to seven different 
Bennington was eventually Huskies. 

II •• I 
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ST.CLAIRS
VILLE'S Hannah 
Thoburn jars the 

ball away from 
Harrison Central 
catcher Madison 

Young during 
Tuesday night's 

OVAC Tom Bechtel 
Class 4A semifinal 

on Lisa's Field at 
the J.B. Chambers 
1-470 Youth Sports 
Complex In Wheel-

ing. Thoburn was 
safe and the Red 

Devils won, 7-4. 

T-l. Photo/KIM NORTH 

Fourth-seeded 
Magnolia upsets 

Wednesday, 

April24,2019 

St. Clairsville to 
play for 4A title 
• Red _Devils knock off Harrison, 7-4 
By KIM NORTH • 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

WHEELING -, Veteran players always seem to come up 
huge in big games. Such was the case Tuesday night during an 
OV AC Tom Bechtel Class 4A softball tournament semifinal. 

With No. 2 seed St Clairsville already leading third-seeded 
Harrison Central 4-2 in the bottom of the fourth inning, third 
baseman Bree Bennington gave the Red Devils some additional 
insurance runs. The senior slugged a bases-clearing double that 
bumped the count to 7-2 and would end up being the deciding 
blow in a 7-4 victory on Lisa's Field at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 
Youth Sports Complex. 

The win not only propelled St Clairsville ( 11-5) to the cham
pionship game opposite top-seeded Oak Glen Friday at 6:45 
p.IIL, but it also gave them the rubber-game as both teams bad 
split a pair of earlier contests. 

"That was absolutely a clutch bit She really came through 
when we needed it," first-year St Clairsville head coach Rob 
Gallentine said of Bennington. "She was focused. She's bitting 
around .500 for the season. 

"Our two seniors, Bree and Taylor (Gallentine) have been 
there before," be said of experiencing an OV AC championship. 
"They were major contributors on an OV AC championship team 

See, ST. C., Page 82 
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Fourth-seeded 
Magnolia upsets 
Linsly in Class 3A 
• Blue Eagles await winner of Monroe and Crestview 
By TRACY WATSON 
For The TI mes Leader 

WHEELING - Before her fourth-seeded Magnolia team 
took the field against top-seeded Linsly in an OV AC softball 
semifinal Tuesday night, Blue Eagles' coach Angela Johnson 
told her team that the seeds meant nothing and that her girls 
should just, "go out and do their thing and get the job done." 

And while Magnolia struggled to 
get anything going through four in- .~,;_-vJ/1 
nings, it came to life over the final ,~, 
three frames and just as their coach 
bad asked, got the job done. 

Ashley Tharp fanned eight with
out issuing a walk, and made an 
amazing catch to help secure the 
lead in the sixth inning, while Ash
lyn Pieknrski's one-out, two-run sin
gle in the top of the seventh proved 
to be the game-winner as Ma1,'llolia 
rallied for a thrilling 5-4 victory over 
the Cadets in a Class AAA semifinal 
on Ben's Field at the J.B. Chamber's 
I-470 Sports Complex. 

The victory moves the Blue Eagles to 15-4 on the season and 
sends them into the 3A championship game that will be played 
either Friday night or Saturday morning. Their opponent will be 
the survivor of tonight's other semifinal between Crestview and 
Monroe Central. 

While Coach Darryl Crews' Cadets (14-6) left three runners 
in scoring position and had another thrown out at third over the 
initial three innings Linsly did manage to grab a quick 2-0 lead. 

With two down in the top of the first Sophia Recrosio reached 
on an infield single and scored when senior Sarah Heller ripped 
a RBI double into the right-center field gap for a 1-0 advantage. 

See, MAGNOLIA, Page B2 

when we needed it," tlrst-yenr SL Ctarrsvme neaa coacn Koo 
Gallentine said of Bennington. "She was focused. She's hitting 
around .500 for the season. 

"Our two seniors, Bree and Taylor (Gallentine) have been 
there before," be said of experiencing an OV AC championship. 
''They were major contributors on an OV AC championship team 

See, ST. C., Page B2 

MARTINS FERRY 
catcher Hunter Pol
lock makes a throw 
to first after stepping 
on the plate for a 
forceout against Oak 
Glen Tuesday during 
semifinal action in 
the OVAC Tom Bech
tel Class 4A Tourna
ment on Lisa's Field 
at the J.B. Chambers 
1-470 Youth Sports 
Complex in Wheel
ing. The Purple 
Riders fell, 4-1. 

:t Photo/KIM NORTH 

Ferry can't solve OG's McVay 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

WHEELING - Maddie McKay 
struck out I 7 as Oak Glen advanced 
to the OVAC Tom Bechtel Class 4A 
softball championship game with a 
4-1 come-from-behind semifinal 
triumph over Martins Ferry Tues
day under the lights on Lisa's Field 
at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Youth 
Sports Complex. 

McKay, just a freshman, allowed 

just two infield singles - both to 
Alea Funkhouser - in hurling the 
top-seeded Golden Bears back to the 
finals for the second time in three 
seasons. She faced only three batters 
over the minimum as she walked 
one and Oak Glen was charged with 
a trio of errors. One Purple Rider 
runner was picked off. 

"This was a very tough game. We 
bad to come up with some clutch 
hits and we had to make some plays 
when they challenged us," Oak Glen 

head coach Sherrie Garner said. 
"Martins Ferry made as make ev
ery effort we had to to win. My girls 
didn't quit and that's all I can ask of 
them." 

Oak Glen ( I 6-6) will meet St 
Clairsville, a 7-4 victor over Harri
son Central, earlier in the day in the 
other semifinal. That game will be 
played Friday at 6:45 p.m. on Ben's 
Field, The same two schools met for 

See, FERRY, Page B2 

!Steubenville CC 



• Linsly-::=------'------....:~~--------conunued from Page 81 
_Linsly h_ad a shot to blow the game 

wide open m the third with Maddy Me
nendez reaching on a one-out single 
then_ stealing second and third before 
scormg o!l Karena Recrosio's base-hit 
to _make 1t 2-0. Recrosio's sister So
phia then reached on a bunt single with 
th~ duo ending up at second and third 
Wlt!J one out and the Cadets No. 4 and 

p~t two runners on. Paige Brill then 1 drilled a run:scoring single up the mid- g e to le~ that put Magnolia up by a 
dle to make 1t a 2-.1 game. • 5-2 margm. • 

M~gnoli~ g9t things going again in Li1!sly, however, did not go away 
the Si:Xth with Ash! K 11 easy m_ the horn_ e-half of the seventh. 

I • • ey · e y collecting Followmg a parr of qu1'ck outs Menen-a ead-off smgle and Pikarski be' hi d 

5 hitters due up. 

QY a pitch. Lindsay Whiteman•~~a t ez reached on an error and scored on 
~ce b_unt put runners on second ru:'ct !are~a ~~crosio's 1!1Ple to right-cen
thrrd with one away ~tll op Ia Recrosm then followed 

Designated play~r Shayna Whit ; 1 ~er fourth hit _of tl_te day, plating 
then reached on an error allowin e • er s1ster and making 1t a 5-4 count 
run to score and moved to seco~do: befor~ Tharp got Heller to pop out to 
another run scoring on another Lins set;,on to end the contest. 

Tharp, however, settled in and re
corded back-to-back strikeouts to end 
the threat. 

Th~ Blue Eagles cut the deficit in 
half m the fiftll when Sydney Scott 
reached on a O!}e-out fielder's choice 
and No. 9 hitter Natalie Fletcher 
reached when the centerfielder could 
not come up the great diving play to 

ly miscue on the play as the Eagle~ get Unfohrtun~tely, we weren't able to 
moved ahead 3-2. mu': goi~g ~arly on, but we did 

Johnson's squad ut u a • a good Job _adJUsting to things and we 
much needed insurkce ~ l(lllf of had some grrls make some big plays in 
seventh with a pair of sin le~s am the the field .as well," Johnson said. "And : 
er's choice_ an~ Pikarski's fwo'.ru::~~ hl~s:uestion, we got some tlmely, big • -·1 

Continued from Page 81 
the 2016 title, with the Red Devils prevailing. 
"This group has matured as the season has progressed," 

she added. "We've got four seniors that have seen it all the 
way through (their careers) and their maturity is what we're 
proud of." 

McKay fanned eight of the first nine Purple Riders she 
faced, including the side in the second and third. She also 
whiffed three batters in fourth and sixth innings while 
throwing an even 100 pitches, of which 72 were strikes. 

"She gives a great spark to the other girls. She adds a 
lot of confidence to them and she's a hard worker," Gar
ner said of her prized frosh. "She's our workhorse and you 
can't ask for anything more than she gives us." 

Fourth-seeded Martins Ferry (10-11), which limped into 
the Fmal Four by losing five of its last six contests, took a 
1-0 lead in the top of the fourth. The left-handed hitting 
Funkhouser led off with a slap single to the hole a\ short. 
Abby Bumbico bunted and was ruled safe at first when the 
ball was bobbled. With two outs, Martins Ferry head coach 
Paige Wiliiarns decided to try and make something hap
pen. A double steal resulted in the Purple Riders lone run 
as Funkhouser swiped third as the throw sailed into left 
field. Funkhouser got up and sprinted home ahead of the 
throw in a bang-bang play at the plate. 

Oak Glen evened things an inning later when McKay 
singled up the middle with two outs. Alexa Andrews sent a 
shot to deep right-center that res.ulted in a triple as McKay 
easily scored. A strikeout prevented further damage. 

The Golden Bears sealed the deal in the bottom of the 
sixth with a little help from their opponents. 

Jayana Montgomery legged out an infield single leading 
off and was replaced by pinchrunner Grace Smith. Aidin 
Hall reached on a fielder's choice and Britney Giorgini 
looped a single to shallow left-center to load the bases. 
McKayla Goodlin's comebacker was fielded and thrown 
to the plate for the force, but the ball was dropped as a 
run scored. Hannah Patterson followed with a flyball deep 
enough to left that plated Hall, and Goodlin would cross 
the plate on Hannah Walker's two-out single. 

"I'm proud of my team," Williams said. "We had a ter
rible game against.Indian Creek yesterday (Monday) and 
I was proud to see them come back1111d,have. the fight that 
I've seen in them. Obviously, I was a 11ttl,;;,.nervous before 
the game, but once I saw the desire th('gifls had to try and 
make it to the championshif game I was certainly happy 
with." 

Walker finished with three hits and an RBI while McK
ay, Andrews and Montgomery all had two. 

Bumbico struck out five and walked two in six-plus in
nings of wprk, 

Oak Glen has OVAC softball titles in 1998 and 2002. 
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as freshmen. We talked about how their experiences 
could help these younger girls. Bree came through and I'm 
tickled to death she did." 

The Huskies were their own worst enemy as they strand
ed nine runners on base and made a couple of costly errors. 

"We stranded a lot of baserunners and made too many 
mistakes to beat a good team like St. Clairsville," Harri
son Central head coach Darrin Young assessed. "We didn't 
take advantage of certain opportunities when they were 
presented to us. 

"In order to win championships, you've got to play fun
damentally-sound softball," he added. "We did it at times 
tonight, but we did get it for seven innings." 

After Harrison Central left the bags loaded in the top of 
the first, St. Clairsville went to work. 

Taylor Gallentine and Hannah Thoburn drew back
to-back leadoff walks from Harrison Central starter, and 
loser, Kaylee Elliott. Bennington sacrificed both runners 
up a base before Alexis Hines bunted down the first base 
line. Gallentine scored easily as the ball slowly rolled to 
first baseman Jenna Young who tagged Hines. However, 
Tho~urn never stopped chugging around third and slid in 
safely as the ball was jarred loose from catcher Madison 
Young for a 2-0 advantage. 

The Huskies evened things in their second at-bat when 
Sarah Touville singled up the middle with two outs to score 
Jenna Young and Lexi Ferguson. 

St. Clairsville re-gained the lead in the third as Thoburn 
singled to center leading off. Bennington singled to right 
ancj when the ball got past the rightfielder, the speedy 
Thoburn circled the bags. Bennington was eventually 
tagged out at the plate, but Jenna Jaskowiak's two-out base 
hit back through the box plated Dekotah Namack for a 4,2 
margin. 

Harrison Central cut the deficit to 7-4 in the sixth when 
Britton Positano launched a two-run homer over the fence 
in deep left-center. 

·''The second half of our season starts tomorrow I told 
them," Young said. "I know this one hurts, but we've got 
to shake it off and get ready for sectionals." 

Thoburn laced three singles and scored three times to 
pace St. C. Gallentine had a pair of singles and two runs 
scored. 

Jaskowiak fanned three, walked just one and scattered 
seven hits to seven different Huskies. 
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Monroe falls 
to Crestview 
in 3A semis 
By RICK THORP 
Times Leader Sporle Writer 

ELM GROVE - Plenty of two-out light• 
ning struck the J.B. Chambers Youth Sports 
Complex on Wednesday evening. 

Four of the five runs scored in the 0V AC 
3A semifinal pitting No. 2 seed Crestview 
and No. 3 seed Monroe Central came with 
two away. The Rebels tallied three of those 
runs, however, and left Ben's Field with a 
historic 4-1 victory. 

Crestview returns to the J.B. Chambers 
Youth Sports Complex at 7 Friday night to 
face Magnolia for one of four Tom Bechtel 
Softball Championships slated to be con
tested at the complex that evening. 

'"This is great for our seniors," Crestview 
head coach Greg Eskra said. "We have four 
leaders; very good girls. 

'"This is good for our program and our 
team. We improve to 17-3, which ties a 
school record for wins." 

Kaedyn Sutton shined in the circle and at 
the plate for the Rebels, whose losses have 
come against LaBrae, Southeast and Girard. 
She struck out IO and walked one on the 
rubber and aided her own effort by singling 
twice and driving in two runs. 

"She's a freshman and we ask a lot of 

SPORTS 

her," Eskra said. "She's one of our better T-L Photo/RICK THORP 
hitters and she's definitely our No. I pitch- MONROE CENTRAL pinch runner Gillian Leonard (4) and Crestview first base
er." man McKenna Schultz (10) watch a pitch during the sixth Inning of Wednesday 

Sutton's complete-game outing was out- evening's OVAC 3A softball semifinal at Ben's Field. Leonard advanced to third, • 
See, MONROE, Page 82 bu1 failed to score - one of five runners left stranded lri the Seminoles' 4-1 loss. 

Steubenville ousts Creek to reach SA final 
By ANDREW GRIMM 
For The TI mes Leader 

WHEELING - Sometimes hot bats 
can make up for a tough day in the field. 

That was the case for the Steubenville 
softball team In Wednesday's 0VAC 
Oass 5A semifinal with Indian Creek, as 
coach Gus DiMarzio's club hammered out 
17 hits in a 13-9 win to advance to Fri
day's title game. 

these things. 
"We're running thro' rain drops right 

now, but eventuany .wtY~going to get 
hit" ·~ 

Big Red (15-4) made a couple of errors 
that turned into Redskins ( I 2-4) runs, and 
a few other miscues that DiMarzio was not 
happy with. 

Mary Marshall led the Steubenville of
fense with three hits and four RBI. She had 
two-run sin2les in each the third and fifth 

Madi (Fields), Lakyn (Blackbum) and Ra
ven (Banks) are hot as can be behind her. 
She drives the ball and runs like a deer. She 
is just a good kid and a good athlete." 

Madison Fields went the distance In the 
cirlce, striking out 11, while at times fight
ing control problems with two walks and 
six hit batters. She plunked Indian Creek's 
Megan Kelley all three tlmes she batted 
before an injury in the field removed her 
from the game. 
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and No. 3 seed Monroe Centrnl came with 
two away. The Rebels tallied three of those 
runs, however, and left Ben's Field with a 
historic 4-1 victory. 

Crestview returns to the J.B. Chambers 
Youth Sports Complex at 7 Friday night to 
face Magnolia for one of four Tom Bechtel 
Softball Championships slated to be con
tested at the complex that evening. 

"This is great for our seniors," Crestview 
head coach Greg Eskra said. "We have four 
leaders; very good girls. 

"This is good for our program and our 
team. We improve to 17-3, which ties a 
school record for wins." 

Kaedyn Sutton shined in the circle and at 
the plate for the Rebels, whose losses have 
come against LaBrae, Southeast and Girard. 
She struck out 10 and walked one on the 
rubber and aided her own effort by singling 
twice and driving in two runs. 

"She's a freshman and we ask a lot of 
her," Eskra said. "She's one of our better T-l.Photo/RICKTHORP hitters and she's definitely our No. I pitch- MONROE CENTRAL pinch runner Gillian Leonard (4) and CresMew first base-er." man McKenna Schultz (10) watch a pttch during the sixth inning of Wednesday Sutton's complete-game outing was out- evening's OVAC 3A softball semifinal at Ben's Field. Leonard advanced to third, • see, MONROE, Page 82 but failed to score - one of five runners left stranded iri the Seminoles' 4-1 loss. 

Steubenville ousts Creek to reach 5A final 
By ANDREW GRIMM 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - Sometimes hot bats 
can make up for a tough day in the field. 

That was the case for the Steubenville 
softball team in Wednesday's OVAC 
Class 5A semifinal with Indian Creek, as 
coach Gus DiMarzio's club hammered out 
17 hits in a 13-9 win to advance to Fri
day's title game. 

"Thank God," DiMarzio said of the 
batting performance. "We made some 
bone-headed plays in the field. It was one 
thing after another and when you are play
ing in big games like these, you can't do 

BELLAIRE SHORT· 
STOP Cole Porter 

tags out Bridgeport's 
Zach McKlvigan (18) 

trying to steal second 
base in the first inning 
of Wednesday night's 
game on Nlekro Dia-

mond Inside Bill Jobko 
Stadium. 

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH 

Big Ben inks 
AYfAn~inn tn 

these things. 
"We're running through rain drops right 

now, but eventually we are going to get 
hit" 

Big Red ( 15-4) made a couple of errors 
that turned into Redskins (12-4) runs, and 
a few other miscues that DiMarzio was not 
happy with. 

Mary Marshall led the Steubenville of
fense with three hits and four RBI. She had 
two-run singles in each the third and fifth 
innings. 

"Mary is a kid that just sneaks up on 
you," DiMarzio said. "She has been in the 
five hole all year. She's hitting about .400. 
She doesn't get a lot of attention because of 

Madi (Fields), Lakyn (Blackbum) and Ra
ven (Banks) are hot as can be behind her. 
She drives the ball and runs like a deer. She 
is just a good kid and a good athlete." 

Madison Fields went the distance in the 
cirlce, striking out 11, while at times fight
ing control problems with two walks and 
six hit batters. She plunked Indian Creek's 
Megan Kelley all three times she batted 
before an injury in the field removed her 
from the game. 

"Not one of her better days spots -wise," 
DiMarzio said. "She got outs when she 
needed them. I think it gets a little fros. 

See, STEUBENVILLE, Page 82 

Bellaire ex~ 
to rout Brid 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

BROOKSIDE - It was a good 
old-fashioned pitcher's duel Wednesday 
afternoon on the Niekro Diamond inside 
Bill Jobko Stadium. Bellaire's Cody 
Albaugh and Bridgeport's Matt Fouty 
matched goose eggs for four innings as 
Albaugh bad yielded two harmless sin

:~,'"'"""" gles while Fouty had faced just one bat
ter (a walk) over the minimum. 

That all changed ~ top of ihe fifth, 
•, , , -,- . . :,;;.-, fortunately for the .Bi~f-"'5 and not so 

•• ~ ,':·', .,., "\"!- • -.,,: ::: for the Bulldggs, as Bellarre scored sev-
• ~.,.y.~ :.; ". en runs on four hits while taking adv an-

~:;::; ~ .. ,.,t'I/~' ~. 

CBJI 
~fto• I 
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•·Monroe--------
continued from Page B1 

standing, but her opponent in the circle - Shay Giesey 
- wasn't too bad herself. She fanned five and walked two 
and allowed five hits. 

"She threw a good game," Eskra noted. "She kept us 
off-balance the first time through the lineup." 

Indeed. 
Giesey retired the first eight batters, but ran in trouble 

starti1;g with the Rebels' No. 9 hitter - Taylor.Mellington. 
The nght fielder doubled to deep left with two gone in the 
tllird, setting the table for what would be the big inning for 
the Columbiana Countians. 

With leadoffbatter Haley Eskra up, Mellington attempt
ed to steal third. But the Seminoles' throw there went off 
the helmet of the batter and Mellington scored on the dead • 
ball. Then, two batters later, Sutton rapped a two-run shot 
to center that cleared the bases giving Crestview a 3-0 ad
vantage. 
• "That was a big inning there," Coach Eskra said. "We 
got kickstarted there." . 

Monroe. Central ( 14-7) created its own 2-out magic in 
the fourth. Allee Zwick reached third on a single and a two
base error. Regan Hamilton followed a run-scoring double. 
From there, Hamilton and the next two runners in scorin" 
position (including two in the sixth) failed to score. All 
told, Monroe Central left five runners on base. 

"We have to hit the ball with runners in scoring posi
tion," Seminoles he'ad coach Michael Brock said. "We've 
been struggling with that for about a week-and-a-half." 

The Rebels tacked on an insurance run in the fifth on an 
RBI single by Sutton that plated Olivia Strank. 

"They're a a good team," Brock said. ''It took us about 
three to four innings to get to their pitcher. 

"We just made too many mistakes; the little ones that 
don't seem to matter, but end up coming back to bite you." 

Despite the loss, Brock lauded his squad's never-say-die 
attitude and is looking forward to what his players can ac
complish the next few weeks. 

"We're looking forward to taking the PVC and getting 
into the tournament and making some noise there," he said. 
"The girls played hard and kept their heads up all the way 
until the end against a good team." 

• Steubenville------'-
continuect from Page B1 • 

ing when you are out there battling and balls that should 
be outs aren't outs. She showed a lot of toughness and a lot 
of character." 

Raven Banks and Maggi Cucarese had two RBI each, 
while Stef Blackburn had three hits. 

Indian Creek, which had a 3-1 lead after the first inning. 
scored six runs in the final four innings to claw back into it, 
but the deficit was top great to overcome. Steubenville had 
a seven-run outburst in the third to take command. • 

"We dug too deep of a hole," Indian Creek coach Angie 
Penner said. "Their bats were hotter than ours. You can't 
have the bats not going against a good-hitting Steubenville 
team. We didn't score runs when we needed to. We left a 
lot of people on base. We have to keep working on that. 

"We fought until the end. We're proud of the effort." 
Taylor Scott belted a solo homer in the fifth inning and 

finished with four RBIs for Indian Creek. 



Blue Dons Win 5th Straight Title 
Madonna scores two Field_ at the I-4 70 Complex. . Conti t~en looked at his No. 9 

With only three seruors and one hiner Adnana Lenhart and gave her 
runs in seventh inning junior, a young Madonna squad the sign. _ 

made its coach very proud. Lenhart lrud down a perfect bunt 
By CODY TOMER "There were a lot of people say- to put pressure on the defense. A 

Staff Writer ing we weren't going to be that bad throw to first bounced down 
WHEELING - For Madonna good this year," Conti said. "But the right field line and Backe! slid 

coach Chris Conti, it wasn't the ex- this is a great team to coach. They into home for the go-nbead run. 
pectations that mattered - it was have heart. They have soul. They Two batters later, Nina Daugh
the heart of his terun. . have everything. They just play to- erty placed a RBI sin/lie on the 

Despite losing first terun all-state gether as a terun and they have fun. chalk of the right field line to pro-
pitcher Katie Gasvoda to gradua- That is why they are winning." vide the Dons an insurance run. 
lion and another first-teruner and a As Madonna starting pitcher "You have to make things hap-
second-teruner transferring out, the Maddie Daugherty and Frontier pen," Conti said. "Adriana was 
Madonna softball terun did what starter Alexis Bland were locked nervous about bunting but she put 
some said couldn't be done. in a pitcher's duel, the grune crune down a fantastic bunt We tell the 

• Photo by Cody Tomer On Saturday, the Blue Dons won down to manufacturing runs. gir_ls every day in practice that it's 
Madonna pitcher Maddie Daugherty fires to the plate thetr fifth consecutive OVAC IA In a scoreless contest in the top gomg to come down to a bunt and 
during Saturday's OV AC lA Championship game at Championship with a 2-0 victbry of the seventh, Addie Backe! drew (Saturday) it did. 
Ben's Field at the I-470 Complex. over top-seeded Frontier at Ben's a leadoffwalk. Please see Dons, Page Cl 
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BIG RED-------'---------
Cominuedfrom Page Cl 

Caesen Sutton singled 
to put runners on second 
and third. A shallow fly to 
center - missing the dirt 
by inches - off the bat 
of Quinn McCoy fell in 
to reload the bases. Mor
gantown's staff argued 
McCoy should have been 
called out on the infield fly 
rule, but the umpiring crew 
didn't agree. 

DeFrances was forced 
out at home when Hayden 
Savage bounced a ground
er to short. With two out, 
Carlo Biasi delivered a 
two-run double. Duggan's 
second hit of the frame 
scored another run, and 
Zorne capped the rally 
with a run-scoring hit. 

All told, Steubenville 
sent 12 batters to the plate 
and recorded eight hits ... 

"I think their pitcher ran 
out of gas a little in the 
seventh, and we were tak
ing until we got a strike," 
Heatherington said. "Then, 
when he started throwing 
strikes, we hit the ball, and 
we really hit the ball hard. 

"Offensively, our phi-

DONS 
Co11tim1edfrom Page CJ 

losophy going in was just 
get the next guy to the 
plate. We were able to do 
that in the seventh inning 
and get the win." 

Morgantown, which had 
its 1 7-game win streak 
halted by Ripley Friday 
night in the Mon County 
Classic, didn't go down 
easy in its half of the sev
enth. 

Quintin Smith worked 
Big Red's Kausky for a 
leadoff walk. Carter Pat
rick also drew a free pass. 
Kausky's first pitch to 
Caleb Taylor missed the 
strike zone, and Heather
ington decided to make a 
pitching change, bringing 
m_Dylan Cunningham. 

Smith and Patrick 
moved up when Taylor hit 
a slow roller to second. 
Neal drove· a Cunning
ham pitch to deep center, 
scoring both Smith and 
Patrick. Colton Matthews 
followed with an infield 
single. On the play, Mor
gantown's pinch runner 
gambled on Mattbews' 
hit ai)d was tagged out 

at third. Biasi, Big Red's 
shortstop, threw a strike 
to Duggan who applied 
the tag. 

The next Morgantown 
hitter flied out to center, 
and Big Red celebrated 
the come-from-behind 
victory. 

Kausky allowed nine 
hits and recorded six 
strikeouts in recording the 
win. 

"Niko kept us in the 
game," Heatherington 
said. "He didn't have the 
great stuff he's had in his 
last couple of oul!ings. His 
job was to keep us in the 
game, and he did his job. 

"Defensively, we 
played well. That was one 
heads-up play we made in 
the last mning." 

Neal had a monster day 
at the plate for Morgan
town (22-4 ). He finished 
with three hits and drove 
home five runs. Smith and 
Taylor each recorded two 
hits. • 

"We did not play well at 
all today," McCarty said. 
"We didn't play well Fri-

day night either. Basical
ly, we just lost the game, 
and there's not really much 
else to say about it. We just 
have to go ahead and get 
ready to play again." 

The Mohigans jumped 
out to a 2-0 lead thanks 
to Taylor's RBI double in 
the first and Ethan Smith's 
run-scoring base hit in the 
second. 

Big Red's first run came 
in the fifth. With one out, 
Luke Zorne got a bloop 
double to left. He scored 
when DeFrances reached 
on an error. 

Quintin Smith and Car
ter Patrick both singled to 
start the Mohigan fifth. A 
batter later, Neal cleared 
the bases with a blast to 
deep right. 

Big Red, which was 
playing in its 10th consec
utive OV AC final, out-hit 
Morgantown 15-11. Biasi 
led the attack with two 
doubles and a single. Dug
gan finished with three 
base hits. Zorne, Mitchell, 
DeFrances and McCoy all 
had a pair of safeties. 

"The bunt worked. It's not all 
about hitting. You have to do all 
the fundamentals of what you learn 
and they did that. I'm very proud 
of them." 

in center field a couple of times ed it there in the seventh. 
in the last inning so I was really , "I'm proud of the girls for boih 
proud of her." teams. They both played excellent 

After getting the lead, Maddie 
Daugherty locked down the win in 
the bottom of the seventh with her 
fourth 1-2-3 inning of the game. 

She finished with five strikeouts 
and four walks (two intentional) as 
she kept hitters guessing. 

"I was liking the way I was 
throwing my cbangeup," Maddie 
Daugherty said. "I could place it 
wherever I wanted and got a lot of 
batters off balance:· 

Despite setting hitters down in 
order on four occasions, the right
hander did face some challenges. 
In the first, second and sixth in
nings, the Cougars put runners at 
thiro base but left them stranded. 

"No matter what kind of posi
tion you are in as a single person, 
I think it's important to realize 
that your team has your back and I 
trusted them to get me out of those 
innings, as well. 

"My sister (Nina) saved my butt 

In the sixth, Frontier had a run- and I take my hat off to them. They 
ner on third with one out. Conti did a nice job." 
elected to intentionally walk the Bland threw a complete game, 
No. 3 and 4 hitters Bland and striking out eight and walking four. 
Katelyn Tidd. "She came out with a mindset 

The decision paid off as short- that she wanted to do it," Rinard 
stop Michaela Battista hauled said. "She came out early and was 
in a line drive up the middle and really bringing it and she did a fab
stepped on second for the inning ulous job the whole game." 
ending double play. After a rainy Friday night, the 

"We had to do that," Conti said OV AC I A contest was the only 
of the intentional walks. "We had softball championship played on 
to get in that situation and we Saturday with the 3A, 4A and 5A 
made some fantastic plays to get games rescheduled for Monday. 
out of trouble (Saturday). "I really want to thank the 

"Our. girls remained calm. They OV AC for getting this field ready 
didn't get excited an!l...l_hey just for us," Conti said. 
played the game. This g~s us mo- "We weren't supposed to play 
mentu,vi going into·se<?tum~ next (Saturday) but my mother-in-law 
week. ·;, •passed away two days ago. We 

Frontier left five runners on base could not play on Monday with ev-
in the loss. erybody else so I give them and the 

"We left some opportunities out people down here credit. 
there a couple of times," Frontier "They are top of the line people 
coach Eric Rinard said. "We just and I really appreciate that we got 
didn't get the timely hit and they to fit this game in. My hat's off to 
got the timely hit when they need- the OVAC." 
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