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Photo Joe CatuJio 
Steubenvllle's Dom DeFrtµIces attempts a slide during 
the OV AC Class SA CbamplonsWp game against Mor- · 
gantown. 

Big Red Stuns 
Mohigans, 8-7 
Steubenville 
Captures 24th 
OVAC Title 

ByEDLOOMAN 
For tbe'News-Regtster 
STEUBENVILLE 

Steubenville caplllled its 
. 24th Ohio Valley Athletic 

Conference baseball crown 
with one improbable come­
back Saturday at Vaccaro 
Field. 

Down by four runs_ ht:ad­
in!l into the seventh lilDIDg, 
third-seeded Steubenville 
put a seven spot on the board, 
then survived a Morgantown 
rnlly to stun the top-seeded 
Mobigans, 8-7, in the Class 
5A title game. 

"It ranks up there with 
one of the best," Bis Red 
coach Fred Heatberin~n 
said about the chamP,IOn­
shlp-clinching victory. 'The 
credit goes to our cooches 
who were here at 6: 15 in 

the morning getting the field 
ready so we could play. And, 
credit our kids - we never 
died. We always talk about 
the fact that we are never out 
of a game, and (Saturday) 
was proof of that philoso­
phy ." 

Morgantown starter Caleb 
Taylor, who no-bit Big Red 
during a doubleheader sweep 
earlier this month, held Steu­
benville in check through six 
innings. Cooch Mark McC~­
rty's club Jed 5-1 after Devm 
Neal blasted a three-run 
home run in the fifth: 

Ethan Duggan got Big 
Red's seventh going with a 
single. Luke Zome then drew 
a walk, the first surrendered 
by Taylor. Scotty Mitchell's 
infield hit loaded the bases. 
Dom DeFrances delivered a 
two-run base hit followed by 
a ~Hko Kausky sacrifice fly 
to make it 5-4. 

Please· see Big Red, 
Page C2 
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Madonna Beats Cameron 
To Claim lA Hardware 

Photo Joe C'ulollo Madonna's Dom Mazur takes a swing at a pitch against Cameron during the OV AC Class IA Champi­onship game Saturday. The Blue Dons won back-to-back titles for the first time In school history. 

Provenzano's Squad Secures Back-to-Back Championships 
By AARON PETCHAL 
For the News-Register 

STEUBENVILLE - Sparked by two big innings, 
No. 3 seeded Madonna defeated No. I seed Camer­
on, 8-2, to claim the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Class IA championship at Vaccaro Field. 

The victory gave the Blue Dons back-to-back con­
ference tournament titles. Madonna has won six base­
ball championships overall, winning titles in 1992, 
2004, 2010, 2014, 2018 and 20 I 9. 

''Winning the championship back-to-back makes 
it even more SJ'!'cial," Madonna (14-13) coach Tim 
Provenzano said. "That had not been done before in 
the history of the school. To be able to do it in my last 
year is a really good thing." 

Madonna scored the first two runs of the game be­
fore Cameron responded with a run in the bottom of 

the fourth. However, the Blue Dons answered right 
back with three runs in the fifth and three more in the 
sixth to gain firm control of the contest. 

"We stress to the kids that when a team gets a run 
back against us that we need to go out and get one -
if not more - back," Provenzano said. "Our goal is 
to win every inning We did a good job of that (Satur­
day)." 

Seven Blue Dons collected at least one hit in the 
victory, and all nine batters reached base safely, en 
route to a big day at the plate. 

"Madonna does a really good job of putting the ball 
in play," Cameron ( I 5-11) coach Matt Carnahan said. 
"Everyone in their lineup does that. They had some 
bloops that found holes, and we had some hard-hit 
balls that found gloves. 

Please see Madonna, Page CJ 
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"That's baseball. That happens some- Ridgway started the inning with a double, but 
times." he was thrown out at the plate on Brncic's dou-

Dorn Brncic delivered a .strong outing on ble. McDaniels then delivered his double, scar­
the mound, en route to picking up the win for ing Brncic to give the Blue Dons a 1-0 lead. 
Madonna. Tue sophomore struck out three, Dietrich reached on an error with one out 
walked two and allowed two runs on five hits in the third, and he ended up scoring on a sac­
in six innings of work. Gavin Dietrich pitched • rilice fly by Beatty to give Madonna a 2-0 
the seventh inning. He struck out one, walked advantage. 
one and did not allow a run or give up a hit. "At the beginning of the game, we hit the 

"Dorn pitched lights out," Provenzano said. ball well, and we kept it rolling," Provenza­
"He also pitched the semifinal for us. He got no said. "We did a good job with situatiomtl 
up there with his pitch count, but it is nice to hitting. We were able to move base runners. 
be able to bring Gavin in and shut the door." That was huge. If you are able to perform like 

Noah Neely started and finished the game that, you are going to come out on top on most 
for the Dragous, pitching a total of six innings days." 
in two stints on the mound. Neely, who took Garrett Scott put the Dragons on the score- 1 

the loss, pitched the first four innings. Tue ju- board when he·hit a home run over the fence 
nior struck out two, walked one and allowed in right field to lead off the fourth inning to cut 
two runs on five hits. Jessop Broughton came Cameron's deficit to 2-1. 
on to pitch at the start of the fifth inning, and Madonna gained control with its three-run 
he pitched into the sixth. Broughton struck out fifth inning. Tue first run scored on a balk with 
one, walked two and allowed five runs on two the bases loaded, and the next two runs were 
hits in one inning. scored on base hits by Mazur and Ridgway. 

Broughton started the sixth inning on the Beatty and Mazur had RBIs in Madonna's 
mound, but he was unable to record an out. three-run sixth. An error resulted in one run, 
Neely was brought back in to pitch. He did while Beatty plated a run with a base hit. Ma­
noi record a strikeout or a walk in the final two zur brought home the la.st run with a sacrilice 
innings, but he did allow one run on three hits. fly, making the score-S-1. 

"I figured their No. 9 hitter was up, and then Garrett Scott tripled to start the sixth, and 
it was back to the top of the order,' Carnahan he scored on Broughtons's sacrilice fly to ac­
said about why he made the pitching change count for the final run of the game. 
going into the fifth. "It was going to be the third "Baseball is a funny game," Carnahan said. 
time through for their order, so we broughlJes- "You can out-play a team and still lose. We 
sop in to pitch. We don't really have an ace, hit the ball hard. We saw their pitchers well. 
but we do have two guys in Noah and Jessop We had some hard-hit balls that found their 
who are our top two guys, and we have a lot of gloves. 
confidence in both of thenL They were going "You have to give them credit. Tuey made 
to see Noah for the third time, so I decided to the plays they needed to defensively. If a cou­
pull him." pie of those balls fall in, it could have been a 

Four of Madonna's 10 hits went for extra different game." • 
bases.ChristianRidgwayrecordedtwosingies, Tue win was Madonna's second against 
a double and a RBI. Dylan McDaniels deliv- Cameron this season. Tue Blue Dons defeat­
erect a single, a double and a RBI. Luke Beatty ed the Dragons, 6-5, on April IO on the road. 
and Dorn Mazur each tallied a singie and two "Yeah, they are in our section," Provenza-
RBI. Dietrich and Brncic belted doubles. no said. "They are a good team. The last time 

Four of Cameron's five hits went for extra we played them we scored five runs to beat 
bases. Garrett Scott collected a triple and a solo them, but the sectional is a different monster." 
home run. Trin Scott tallied a single and a dou- Tue Dragons are hoping to get another shot 
ble. Broughton brought home a run ',\'ith a sac- at the Blue Dons. , 
rifice fly, while Logan Burkett belted a double. "Our sectiomus start in about a week," Car-

After a scoreless first inning, Madonna led nahan said. "This is the second time we lost 
off the second inning with three straight dou- to them in a high-intensity heartbreaker. We 
bles that resulted in the first run' of the game. want another shot at them." 
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Caesen Sutton singled 
to put runners on second 
and third. A shallow fly to 
center - missing the dirt 
by inches - off the bat 
of Quinn McCoy fell in 
to reload the bases. Mor­
gantown's staff argued 
McCoy should have been 
called out on the infield fly 
rule, but the umpiring crew 
didn't agree. 

DeFrances was forced 
out at home when Hayden 
Savage bounced a ground­
er to short. With two out, 
Carlo Biasi delivered a 
two-run double. Duggan's 
second hit of the frame 
scored another run, and 
Zorne capped the rally 
with a run-scoring hit. 

All told, Steubenville 
sent 12 batters to the plate 
and recorded eight hits .. 

"I think their pitcher ran 
out of gas a little in the 
seventh, and we were tak­
ing until we got a strike," 
Heatherington said. "Then, 
when he started throwing 
strikes, we hit the ball, and 
we really hit the ball hard. 

"Offensively, our phi-

DONS 
Continued from Page C 1 

losophy going in was just 
get the next guy to the 
plate. We were able to do 
that in the seventh inning 
and get the win." 

Morgantown, which had 
its 17-game win streak 
halted by Ripley Friday 
night in the Mon County 
Classic, didn't go down 
easy in its half of the sev­
enth. 

Quintin Smith worked 
Big Red's Kausky for a 
leadoff walk. Carter Pat­
rick also drew a free pass. 
Kausky's first pitch to 
Caleb Taylor missed the 
strike zone, and Heather­
ington decided to make a 
pitching change, bringing 
in. Dylan Cunningham. 

Smith and Patrick 
moved up when Taylor hit 
a slow roller to second. 
Neal drove· a Cunning­
ham pitch to deep center, 
scoring both Smith and 
Patrick. Colton Matthews 
followed with an infield 
single. On the play, Mor­
gantown's pinch runner 
gambled on Matthews' 
hit aijd was tagged out 

at third. Biasi, Big Red's 
shortstop, threw a strike 
to Duggan who applied 
the tag. 

The next Morgantown 
hitter flied out to center, 
and Big Red celebrated 
the come-from-behind 
victory. 

Kausky allowed nine 
hits and recorded six 
strikeouts in recording the 
win. 

"Niko kept us in the 
game," Heatherington 
said. "He didn't have the 
great stuff he's had in his 
last couple of oultngs. His 
job was to keep us in the 
game, and he did his job. 

"Defensively, we 
played well. That was one 
heads-up play we made in 
the last inning." 

Neal had a monster day 
at the plate for Morgan­
town (22-4). He finished 
with three hits and drove 
home five runs. Smith and 
Taylor each recorded two 
hits. • 

"We did not play well at 
all today," McCarty said. 
"We didn't play well Fri-

day night either. Basical­
ly, we just lost the game, 
and there's not really much 
else to say about it. We just 
have to go ahead and get 
ready to play again." 

The Mohigans jumped 
out to a 2-0 lead thanks 
to Taylor's RBI double in 
the first and Ethan Smith's 
run-scoring base hit in the 
second. -

Big Red's first run came 
in the fifth. With one out, 
Luke Zorne got a bloop 
double to left. He scored 
when DeFrances reached 
on an error. 

Quintin Smith and Car­
ter Patrick both singled to 
start the Mohigan fifth. A 
batter later, Neal cleared 
the bases with a blast to 
deep right. 

Big Red, which was 
playing in its 10th consec­
utive OV AC final, out-hit 
Morgantown 15-11. Biasi 
led the attack with two 
doubles and a single. Dug­
gan finished with three 
base hits. Zorne, Mitchell, 
DeFrances and McCoy all 
had a pair of safeties. 

"The bunt worked. It's not all 
about hitting. You have to do all 
the fundamentals of what you learn 
and they did that. I'm very proud 
of them." 

in center field a couple of times ed it there in the seventh. 
in the last inning so I was really "I'm proud of the girls for both 

After getting the lead, Maddie 
Daugherty locked down the win in 
the bottom of the seventh with her 
fourth 1-2-3 inning of the game. 

She finished with five strikeouts 
and four walks (two intentional) as 
she kept hitters guessing. 

"I was likincr the way I was 
throwing my changeup," Maddie 
Daugherty said. ·'J could place it 
wherever I wanted and got a lot of 
batters off balance." 

Despite setting hitters down in 
order on four occasions, the right­
hander did face some challenges. 
In the first, second and sixth in­
nings, the Cougars put runners at 
third base but left them stranded. 

"No matter what kind of posi­
tion you are in as a single person, 
I think it's important to realize 
that your team has your back and I 
trusted them to get me out of those 
innings, as well. 

"My sister (Nina) saved my butt 

proud of her." teams. They both played excellent 
In the sixth, Frontier had a run- and I take my hat off to them. They 

ner on third with one out. Conti did a nice job." 
elected to intentionally walk the Bland threw a complete game, 
No. 3 and 4 hitters Bland and striking out eight and walking four. 
Katelyn Tidd. "She came out with a mindset 

The decision paid off as short- that she wanted to do it," Rinard 
stop Michaela Battista hauled said. "She came out early and was 
in a line drive up the middle and really bringing it and she did a fab­
stepped on second for the inning ulous job the whole game." 
ending double play. After a rainy Friday night, the 

"We had to do that," Conti said OV AC I A contest was the only 
of the intentional walks. "We had softball championship played on 
to get in that situation and we Saturday with the 3A, 4A and SA 
made some fantastic plays to get games rescheduled for Monday. 
out of trouble (Saturday). "I really want to thank the 

"Our girls remained calm. They OV AC for getting this field ready 
didn't get excited and they just for us," Conti said. 
played the game. This gives us mo- "We weren't supposed to play 
mentum going into sectionals next (Saturday) but my mother-in-law 
week." -passed away two days ago. We 

Frontier left five runners on base could not play on Monday with ev-
in the loss. erybody else so I give them and the 

"We left some opportunities out people down here credit. 
there a couple of times," Frontier "They are top of the line people 
coach Eric Rinard said. "We just and I really appreciate that we got 
didn't get the timely hit and they to fit this game in. My hat's off to 
got the timely hit when they need- the OV AC." 
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OVAC BASEBALL AND SOFTBALi 
.Cade·ts Take Care 
Of Shamrocks, 4-1 

. , . . Photo by Kyle Lutz 
Linsly s Kobe Htll is caught in a rundown as Bamesv1lle's Aaron Marovich chases after him 
during Monday's OVAC Class 3A championship game. The Cadets handed the Sham­
rocks their firs! loss of the season. 

Linsly hands Barnesville first loss of season 
By BUBBA KAPRAL 

Executive Sports Editor 
WHEELING - H will be a perfonnance Eli 

Petho won't soon forget - if ever. 
Liusly's pit-bull of a pitcher bas been unblem­

ished on the bill all season. His latest mound 
masterpiece took on added significance Monday 
night. 

The talented senior righthander scattered six 
hits while fannin~ seven in a route-goinl\ 4-1 
triumph over previously unbeaten Barnesville in 
the OVAC 3A championship game at the 1-470 
J.B. Chambers Complex. It proved a repeat of 
championships for Jay Cartwright's Cadets as 
they pocketed the 2A crown last spring. 

"Eli Ls a great competitor. I don't think he bad 
his best stuff (Monday) but he gutted it out," 
Cartwright said. "He is battler. He also came up 
with a key hit for us. He bas had a tremendous 
season." 

ONLINE EXTRA 
See more OVAC softball and baseball 
championship photos at www.theintelllgenc­
er.ne/ 

Petho is now 7-0 with one save to his credit 
this spring. 

The championship is Cartwight's eighth 
OV AC crown at the Linsly helm. 

Barnesville, which bas been knocking at the 
OV AC title door for the last several seasons un­
der D.J. Butler's deft tutelage, fell for the first 
time in I 7 starts. The Shamrocks entered the 
game as the No. I team in Ohio Division ill. 

"We didn't take advantage of our opr,ortuni­
ties. We left too many runners on base,' Butler 
said. "Jagger (Jefferis) pitched well enough to 
win. We left him in a little too long." 

Please see CADETS, Page 13 



"Maddie is as tough as they 
come. I got up off the buck­
et in the seventh inning and 
she told me to sit back down. 
So I sat back down and she 
got out of it. She has confi­
dence in herself, she's tough 
and she works hard. What 
can you say? She fought her 
way out." 

Brooke, though, did not 
go down without a fight. 
In the fifth inning, Jaycee 
Mitchell blasted a three-run 
home run over the left field 
fence to put the score at 5-3 
in favor of Big Red. Mitch­
ell also had a double in the 
fourth inning that broke up 
Fields' no-hit bid. 

"I think we were a lit­
tle nervous early," Brooke 

CADETS 
(Continued from Page 11) 

One of those ill-fated scor­
ing OI?portunities came in the 
first mning. Cade Hannahs 
singled and Jared Kernen dou­
bled, J'lacin~. ~hamrocks on 

' secon and miro with one out 
Petho, however, was up to the 
task, inducing a popout to third 
before recording a strikeout 

The two teams traded zeroes 
through the first four innings 
before each pushed across a 
run in the fifth. 

Linsly drew first blood 
when nsing sophomore Zac 
Taylor rocketed a double to 
deep left before a wild pitch 
and an error yielded a cadet 
run. Barnesville answered im­
mediately in the home-half. 
Hannahs singled and scored on 
a double to right by Jefferis. 

Cartwright's crew mustered 
up some seventh innin~ light­
mng to pull out the verdict 

Taylor opened the frame 
by crushing another double. 
Scrappy junior Lee Paull pro­
duced a perfect sacrifice bunt 
before Kobe Hill delivered a 
RBI single for what proved-lo­
be the game-winning run. 

Jules Giovengo added fuel 
to the uprising with a single be­
fore Petho delivered the dagger 

• with a two-run single for a 4-1 
cushion. 

The Shamrocks didn't 
go quietly in their seventh 
frame. With two outs, Kernen 
launched a double to deep right 
center before Jefferis drew a 
walk. Petho again answered 
the call, recording his 21st out 

down 5-0 to a team like that 
and having a chance to win 
it in the last inning." 

Carli Julio supplied the 
other hit for the Bruins. She 
also plated the final run-of 
the game. 

Kazmirski went the dis­
tance as she had three strike­
outs and gave up four hits. 

"As the game goes on, she 
seems to get better," DiCar­
lo said. "And we changed 
some philosophy as the 
game went on and it seemed 
to help us there to give us a 
chance." 

Fields also went the dis­
tance for Steubenville •tal­
lying four strikeouts in 'the 
process and only giving up 
three hits. 

on a soft pop-up to second 
base. 

All told, Barnesville left l O . 
runners on base. 

"I felt really confident going 
into the game, both indhidu­
ally and for the team," Petho 
said. "We have a great group 
of players and our coaches do 
a super job of teaching tis. I 
couldn't ask for a better senior 
season." 

Jefferis did pitch superb­
ly before leaving witl1 one 
out in the seventh. The junior 
southpaw allowed just four 
hits while striking out five and 
walking three. 

"It is a great feeling to re- . 
peat as OV AC chan1pions. 
We beat a real good team in 
Barnesville," Cartwright said. 
"We have a great group of 
kids who come to practice 
and play hard day-in and 
day-out. My coaches (Scott 
Goodnight and Eric Petho) 
are great at what they do. 
I am really happy for my 
players and staff." 

Linsly improved to a spar­
kling 18-5. 

"Give Linsly credit. They 
made the plays and Petho 
pitched a good game," Butler 
said. 

"I am not worried about 
my team bouncing back. TI1is 
game may help us refocus. 

"We have great senior 
leadership on this team. We 
will be fine. We hare a Jot of 
baseball yet to play. We are 
looking forward to it." 



Karaffa's Gem 
Lifts Toronto 
Senior ace throws 1-hitter as 
Red Knights beat Crusaders 

By JOE CATULLO 
For The Intelligencer 

STEUBENVILLE - Nate Karaffa' s senior sea­son has been tough to say the least. 
Bouncing back from a partially torn hamstring, the Ohio State commit missed most of the football season but came back in time to become a Division IV co-player of the year in the Eastern District in basketball. 
On the diamond, though, Toronto coach Brian Perkins has been cautious. Monday's Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class 2A title contest against Steubenville Catholic was his second start on the mound this season (third time overall). To say Karaffa.was well-rested is an understate­ment. He was one walk and one hit away from throwing a perfect game, while striking out 13 hit­ters dunng the Red Knights 4-0 victory. 
"Injuries are tough, especially playing three sports. It happens to athletes working hard every day," Karaffa said. "I'm just happy to be able to come back out with my friends and pitch with con­fidence against a very good hitting team like that. They've been playing some good baseball and agamst good teams throughout the season. Just to get a win against that team is really good." The only time the Crusaders (9-7) had a runner in scoring position was the second inning. 

Please see KARAFFA, Page 12 
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open with a host~of teams 
in position to challenge for 
the top trophy. Eight of the 
IO schools in the field Jed at 
least one event. 

The Maroon Knights also 
Jed the 4xl by more than a 
second. 

Wheeling Central (4x2), 
Cameron (shuttles) and Steu­
benville Catholic (4x4) each 
posted the top qualifying 
time in a relay. 

Steubenville Catholic 
Central's Karlie Vandebome 

KARAFFA 
(Continued from Page 11) 

Matt Bell, the opposing pitcher, walked 
to lead off and later stole second. 

Steubenville Catholic's Jone hit was a 
two-out single by Noah Fayak in the sixth 
inning and was stranded on first. In the 
seventh, a screaming line drive from Dom 
Argentine found Karaffa's glove. 

"Obviously he's been dealing with an 
injury all year, so we knew we had to get 
him on the bump and fire a few innings 
before this one,' Perkins said. "He came 
out (Monday) against a very good Central 
team and did a fantastic job of command­
ing his pitches, throwing strikes and keep­
in& them off balance. Our kids really fed 
off of that. 

"Nate's pitched for us for four years 
now. He's been throwing all year, but we 
had to get him more game experience. We 
don't expect anything different. We knew 
he was going to come out and throw well 
(Monday)." 

Offensively, Bell matched Karaffa for 
four of his six innings of work. The other 
two are a different story. 

Nick Sninchak Jed off the bottom of 
the second inning with a home run to left 
field, giving Toronto a 1-0 advantage. 

"That was a big hit from someone 
who's been my best friend forever," Kar­
affa said. That's just a big hit, and he de­
served it." 

The sixth inning is when the Red 
Knights ( 14-5) finally strung hits togeth­
er. With the bases loaded and one away, 
Lucas Gulczynski hit a sacrifice fly to 

ST. C. 
(Continued from Page 11) 

"She is able to pitch hard and play hard. 
It was a matter of puttin~ runs through. 
They had that inning agamst us that we 
couldn't fix. 

"(Taylor Gallentine) is a left-hander and 
she was on it at the right time and made it 
happen but it was an excellent game." 

St. Clairsville only collected two hits, 
both coming off the bat of Taylor Gallen­
tine. 

In the midst of the pitcher's dual, Taylor 
Gallentine launched a deep fly ball to cen­
ter and raced around the bags for a triple to 
start the sixth. 

After a walk to Hannah Thoburn, Ben­
nington dropped down a squeeze bunt and 
Gallentine slid in safely to home to give the 
Red Devils the lead. 

Jaskowiak added insurance with a RBI 
groundout on another squeeze bunt. 

"We worked on our small game," Coach 
Gallentine said. "We laid down two key sui­
cide squeeze bunts and if it wasn't for that, 
I don't know what would have happened. 
We came through in clutch situations." 

Oak Glen did not go quietly in the bottom 
of the seventh as Hannah Walker singled 

iii 11 

risht. Then, Karaffa helped his own cause 
with a two-run double to center field. 

Karaffa is the first to admit he didn't 
get all of it, as the ball was blooped. How­
ever, the Crusader center fielder slipped, 
and the two middle infielders were unable 
to get there in time. 

"Whatever it takes to win, I'm not 
worried about individual stats," he said. 
"Those two RBI helped. It helped my case 
on the mound a little, too." 

"We always talk about working pitch 
counts and getting good pitches," Perkins 
said. "Hopefully, we can work good pitch­
ers and break through by the end. Our 
guys were able to that. 

"Nick did a great job of getting that 
home run to loosen things up. That kind 
of got us going." 

Besides those two frames, Bell was 
dominant. He struck out three, walked one 
and hit a batter over the complete-game 
defeat. 

"You're not going to beat many teams 
with only one hit. All the credit goes to 
Nate for throwing a heck of a game, Steu­
benville Catholic coach Don Young said. 
"I thought Matt threw a heck of a game, 
minus one pitch in the second inning and 
the three runs. That little bit of room real­
ly helped them. 

"I thought it was a good effort in a good 
~ame against two well-matched teams. We 
Just didn't put the ball in play enough. You 
have to get the ball in play hard. It's tough to 
do that against a guy who's very talented." 

and Alexa Andrews doubled but a diving 
catch on a pop-up by St. C. catcher Dakotah 
Namack and a grounder to third ended the 
threat and the game. 

"I'm very proud of our girls," Gamer 
said. "They tried to make some things hap­
pen at the end and that's why you play sev­
en innings, because anything can happen . 

"There is a Jot of maturity on our team 
with four seniors and a field of juniors. We 
have some freshmen on the field and they 
blend very well together. 

"Congrats to (St. Clairsville). They 
played an excellent game. They have an 
excellent pitcher, as well. She was able to 
move the ball and hit her spots. She kept us 
guessing." 

NOTE 
All three championship winning teams 

in Monday's OVAC finals - Steubenville 
(5A), St. Clairsville (4A) and Crestview 
(3A) did not commit a single error. 

"We talked about minimizing errors," 
Coach Gallentine said. 

"I said that 'if we get our errors down to 
one or none, we have a shot' and the girls 
did a really nice job." 

■ 
I 
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Meadowbrook captures 4A baseball crown 
CADIZ - Brady Blatner supplied 

a walkoff single in the eighth inning 
as Meadowbrook defeated Edison, 
3-2 to claim the OVAC Class 4A 
championship Tuesday at Robert Ma­
zeroski Memorial Field inside Sally 
Buffalo Park. 

P_eyton Neff led the way for the 
Colts (15-4) with four singles while 
Logan Fox fired eight strikeouts. 

For the Wildcats (14-3), Anthony 
Sinicropi delivered with a single and 
two doubles while Noah Woods se­
cured two singles. 

Cameron 1, Bridgeport 0 
BRIDGEPORT - Travis Mickey 

fired a complete game no-hitter as 
Cameron needed just one hit to beat 
Bridgeport. 

Mickey struck out four and walked 
three in his no-no and Trin Scott col­
lected the only Dragons' hit of the 
game. 

Noah Neely (who also spun a 
no-hitter earlier in the season) drove 
in Cameron's only run on a sacrifice 
fly. 

Dylan Gregorcic struck out seven 
and held Cameron to one hit. 

Wheeling Central 1 
Martins Ferry 0 

MARTINS FERRY - Jordan 
Waterhouse plated the only run of 
the contest as he tallied a RBI on a 
groundout to help Wheeling Central 
beat Martins Ferry. 

A very Lee supplied two singles for 
the Maroon Knights (14-6) while An­
gelo Gentile belted a double and Josh 
Custer had six strikeouts. 

For the Purple Riders, Mason God­
dard racked up three singles, Jake 
Probst tallied a double and Drake 
Dobson fired 11 strikeouts. 

Brooke 7, Harrison Central 3 
WELLSBURG - Jakob Bailey 

came one out away from a complete 
game but he struck out nine to lead 
Brooke over Harrison Central. 

Mason Thompson paced the Bruins 
with three hits and Alex Lilly roped a 
double, a single and two RBL 

Andrew Clelland led the Huskies 
with a pair of hits. 

Frontier 12, Monroe Central 6 
WOODSFIELD - Talin Babcock 

belted a three-run home run but Mon­
roe Central fell short to Frontier. 

SOFTBALL 
Bellaire 10, Llnsly 5 

BELLAIRE - Andrea Booker 
was a single away from the cycle as 
she supplied a home run, triple, dou­
ble and four RBI as Bellaire defeated 
Linsly. Natalie Stoner was also solid 
for the Big Reds (12-10) with a dou­
_ble triple and two RBI while Katrina 
Davis secured a double, two singles 
and two RBI. 

For the Cadets, Karena Recrosio 
(double, single) and Sarah Heller(two 
singles) each had two hits. 
Union Local 17, Steub. Catholic 3 

MORRISTOWN - Kaden Mer­
cer belted two triples, one single and 
brought home two runs as Union Lo­
cal crushed Steubenville Catholic. 

Hannah Merritt contributed with a 
double, triple and two RBI for the Jets 
(7-11) while Madi Sells had a single, 
triple and RBI. 



• had his best stuff (Monday) but he gutted tt' 
out," Cartwright said. "He is battler. He also 
came up with a key hit for us. He has bad a 
tremendous season." ' 

Petho is now 7-0 with one save to his creel, 
it this spring. 

The championship is Cartwight's eighth 
OV AC crown at the Linsly helm. 

Barnesville, which has been knocking 
at the OV AC title door for the last several 
seasons under D.J. Butler's deft tutelage, fell 
for the first time in l 7 starts. The Shamrocks 
entered the game as the No. I team in Ohio 
Division ill. 

"We didn't take advantage of our oppor­
tunities. We left too many runners on base," 
Butler said. "Jagger (Jefferis) pitched we]l'.. 
enough to win. We left him in a little toq. 
long." -:~ 

One of those ill-fated scoring opportuni;; 
See, LINSLY, Page 82 ' 

Photo/KYLE LUTZ 
LINSLY'S ELI Petho delivers during 
Monday's 3A title game. 

Toronto bests SCC 
for 2A championship 
By JOE CATULLO 
For The Times Leader 

STEUBENVILLE - Nate Karaffa's se­
nior season has been tough to say the least. 

Bouncing back from a partially torn ham­
string, the Ohio State commit missed most of 
the football season but came back in time to 
become a Division IV co-player of the year 
in the Eastern District in basketball. 

On the diamond, though, Toronto coach 
Brian Perkins has been cautious. Monday's 
Ohio Va!Jey Athletic Conference Class 2A 
title contest against Steubenville Catholic 
was his second start on the mound this season 
(third time overall). 

To say Karaffa was well-rested is an under-
statement He was one walk and one hit away 

, from throwing a perfect game, while striking 
; out 13 hitters during the Red Knights' 4-0 
1 See, TORONTO, Page 83 
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victory. 
"Injuries are tough, especially playing three sports. It 

happens to athletes working hard every day," Karaffa said. 
".I'm just happy to be able to come back out with my friends 
and pitch with confidence against a very good hitting team 
like that. They've _been playing some good baseball and 
against good teams throughout the season. Just to get a win 
against that team is really good." 

The only time the Crusaders (9-7) had a runner in scor­
ing position was the second inning. Matt Bell, the opposing 
pitcher, walked to lead off and later stole second. 

Steubenville Catholic's lone hit was a two-out single by 
Noah Fayak in the sixth inning and was stranded on first. 
In the seventh, a screaming line drive from Dom Argentine 
found Karaffa's glove. 

"Obviously he's been dealing with an injury all year, so 
we knew we had to get him on the bump and fire a few 
innings before this one," Perkins said. "He came out (Mon­
day) against a very good Central team and did a fantastic i 
job of commanding his pitches, throwing strikes and keep­
ing them off balance. Our kids really fed off of that. 

"Nate's pitched for us for four years now. He's been· 
throwing all year, but we had to get him more game experi­
ence. We don't expect anything different. We knew he was 
going to come out and throw well tonight." 

Offensively, Bell matched Karaffa for four of his six in­
nings of work. The other two are a different story. 

Nick Sninchak led off the bottom of the second inning 
with a home run to left field, giving Toronto a 1-0 advan­
tage. 

"That was a big hit from someone who's been my best 
friend forever," Karaffa said. "That's just a big hit, and he 
deserved it." 

The sixth inning is when the Red Knights (14-5) finally 
strung hits together. With the bases loaded and one away, 
Lucas Gulczynski hit a sacrifice fly to right. Then, Karaffa 
helped his own cause with a two-run double to center field. 

Karaffa is the first to admit he didn't get all of it, as the 
ball was blooped. However, the Crusader center fielder 
slipped, and the two middle infielders were unable to get 
there in time. 

"Whatever it takes to win, I'm not worried about indi­
vidual stats," he said. "Those two RBI helped. It helped my 
case on the mound a little, too." 

"We always talk about working pitch counts and getting 
good pitches," Perkins said. "Hopefully, we can work good 
pitchers and break through by the end. Our guys were able 
to that. 

"Nick did a great job of getting that home run to loosen 
things up. That kind of got us going." 
• Besides those two frames, Bell was dominant. He 

struck out three, walked one and hit a batter over the com­
plete-game defeat. 

"You're not going to beat many teams with only one hit. 
All the credit goes to Nate for throwing a heck of a game," 
Steubenville Catholic coach Don Young said. "I thought 
Matt threw a heck of a game, minus one pitch in the sec­
ond inning and the three runs, That little bit of room really 
helped them. 

"I thought it was a good effort in a good game against 
two well-matched teams. We just didn't put the ball in play 
enough. You have to get the ball in play hard. It's tough to 
do that against a guy who's very talented." 
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Linsly claims 
OVAC3A 
baseball title 

. • Barnesville suffers first loss 
By BUBBA KAPRAL. 
Executlva Sports Editor 

WHEELING - It will be a performance 
Eli Petho won't soon forget - if ever. 

Linsly's pit-bull of a pitcher has been un­
blemished on the hill all season. His latest 

. mound masterpiece took on added signifi­
cance Monday night 

The talented senior righthander scattered 
six hits while fanning seven In a route-go­
ing 4-1 triumph over previously unbeaten 
Barnesville in the OV AC 3A championshjp 
game at the I-470 J.B. Chambers Complel\'j'. 
It proved a repeat of championships for JaY.: 
Cartwright's Cadets as they pocketed the 2/.: 
crown last spring. .. 

"Eli is a great competitor. I don't think he' 
had his best stuff (Monday) but he gutted it 
out," Cartwright said. "He is battler. He also 
came up with a key hit for us. He has had a 
tremendous season." • 

Petho is now 7-0 with one save to his credc 
it this spring. • . 

The championship is Cartwight's eighth 
OV AC crown at the Lins!y helm. 

Barnesville, which has been knocking 
at the OV AC title door for the last several 
seasons under D.J. Butler's deft tutelage, fell 
for the first time in 17 starts. The Shamrocks 
entered the game as the No. I team in Ohio 
Division Ill. 

"We didn't take advantage of our oppor­
tunities. We left too many runners on base," 
Butler said. "Jagger (Jefferis) pitched we!]' 
enough to win. We left him in a little ti}(); 
long." : 

One of those ill-fated scoring opportuni: 
See, LINSLY, Page 82 ! 



ooay to DlOCK SlOW ourmng 
on instead of creating it 

.flex producers are making these new pills as 
as possible to meet the growing and lncreas­
lemand. 

top seller Celebrex, it 
/ blocks one variation 
the COX enzyme" 

lains Leal. 

illd that's because 
r have focused on 
1g chemicals instead 
atural substances like 
tF/ex." 

~very VeraFlex capSule 
ains an ultra-high 
, of a patented plant 
,ct wltich has been 
cally shown to block 

enzymes, bringing 
f to every joint that 
s! 

'he kind of relief 
I people. have never 
,rtenced. I often say 
enzymes, twice the 

f. People think I'm 
ing until they try it." 

Piling on the 
linlcal Research 

markably, the key 
,dient in VeraFlex is 
acted by 8 patents 
spread from the US 
Canada. A.nd as 

ld one guess, it's 
ed by an enormous 
unt of research, 
iding two patient 
:al trials. 

the first, Go partici­
; with rheumatoid ar~ 
sand/or osteoarthritis 
randomly placed into 
groups. 

·o groups were given 
,atented ingredient in 
m. one was given 
lrug Celecoxib, and 

powerful immune modu­
lator which blocks the en­
zymes which cause your 
joints to hurt and BiAloe, 
an absorption enhancer 
(accelerator] that ensures 
maximum potency. 

.Research shows that 
severe joint discomfort 
arises when the immune 
system goes haywire and 
releases COX and LOX 
into your blood stream, 
two enzymes that causes 
tremendous swelling and 
inflammation around 
cartilage and protective 
tissue. 

Over time, this inflam­
mation overwhelms the 
joint and It begins to 
deteriorate resulting in a 
daily battle with chronic 
pain. 

Unfortunately, modem 
day paln pills are only 
able block only one of 
these enzymes, resulting 
in marginal relief and 
continued suffering. 

The Univestin in 
VeraFlex is one of the 
only known substances 
which has been proven 
successful in blocking 
both enzymes, resulting 
in phenomenal relief 
from the worst kinds of 
discomfort. 

The addition of BiAJoe, 
a unique aloe vera extra, 

- --. --r--~ ---r- ":'.""""' .... ......... J .._,....._,..L3 
blocked his 3 from behind in the closing 
minute to keep the Trail Blazers from clos-
ing In. • 

Jamal Murray added 23 points for Den­
ver, which was maldng its first appearance 
In the second round In a decade;and Paul 
Millsap scored ·19. 

• Linsly 
Continued from Page 81 
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Conference semifinal senes 1-l. 
Game 3 is Thursday night in Philadel­

phia. 
Down 19 In the first half, Toronto cut 

the deficit to one late in the third, then went 
cold. to start the fourth, missing six of its 
first seven shots. 

nities came In the first In- sacrifice bunt before Kobe 
olng. Cade Hannahs singled Hill delivered an RBI single 
and Jared Kernen doubled, for what proved-to-be the 

• placing Shamrocks on ~ec'. game-winning run. 

southpaw a!Jowed just four 
hits while striking out five 
and walking three. 

• ond and third with one out Jules Giovengo added 
Petho, however, was up to fuel to the uprising with a 
the task, inducing a popout single before Petho de!iv­
to third before recording a ered the dagger with a two-
strikeout run single for a 4-1 cushion. 

The two teams traded ze- The Shamrocks didn't 
roes throtrgh the first four go quietly in their • sev­
lnnings before each pushed enth frame. With two outs, 
across a run In the fifth. Kernen launched a double 

Linsly drew first blood to deep right center before 
when rising sophomore Zac Jefferis drew a walk. Petho 
Taylor rocketed a double to again answered the ca!J, re­
deep left before a wild pitch cording his 2 I st out on a 
and an error yielded a Cadet soft pop to second base. 
run. Barnesville answered All told, Barnesville left 
lmmedlately In the horrie- 10 runners on base. 
half. Hannahs singled and "I felt really confident go­
scored an a double to right ing into the game, both Inell­
by Jefferis. vidua!Jy and for the team," 

Cartwright's crew mus- Petho said. ''We have a great 
tered up some seventh In- group of players and our 
olng !ightolng to pull out coaches do a super job of 
the verdict. teaching us. I couldn't ask 

Taylor opened the frame for a better senior season." 
but crushing another dou- Jefferis did pitch superbly 
ble. Scrappy junior Lee before leaving with one out 
Paull produced a perfect In the seventh. The junior 

"It is a great feeling to re­
peat as OV AC champions. 
We beat a real good· team 
in Barnesville," Cartwright 
said. 

"We have a great group 
of kids who come to practice 
and play hard day-in and 
day-out. My coaches (Scott 
Goodnight and .Eric Petho) 
are great at what they do. 
I am really happy for my 
players artd staff." 

Linsly. improved to a 
sparkling 18-5. 

"Give Lins!y credit. They 
made the plays and Petho 
pitched a good game," But­
ler said. 

"I am not worried about 
my team bouncing back. 
This game may help us re­
focus. 

"We have great senior 
leadership on this team. We 
will be fine. We have a lot of 
baseba!l yet to play. We are 
looking forward to it.'" 

•Crown--------------­
continued from Page 81 

hnd that Inning against us that we 
couldn't fix. 

"(Taylor Ga!Jentine) is a left-hander and 
she was on it at the right time and made it 
happen but it was an excellent game." 

St. Clairsville only collected two hits, 
both coming off the bat of Taylor Gallen­
tine. 

In the midst of the pitcher's dual, Taylor 
Gallentine launched a deep fly ball to cen­
ter and raced around the bags for a triple to 
start the sixth. 

After a walk to Hannah Thoburn, Ben­
olngton dropped down a squeeze bunt and 
Ga!Jentine slid in safely to home to give the 
Red Devils the lead. 

Jaskowiak added insurance with a RBI 
groundolit on another squeeze bunt . 

"We worked on _our sma!J game," Coach 
Ga!Jentine said. "We laid down two key 
suicide squeeze bunts and if it wasn't for 
that, I don't know what would have hap­
pened. We came through In clutch situa­
tions." 

Oak Glen did not go quietly in the bottom 
of the seventh as Hannah Walker singled 

and Alexa Andrews doubled but a diving 
catch on a pop-up by St C. catcher Dakotah 
Namack and a grounder to third ended the 
threat and the game. 

'Tm very proud of our girls," Garner 
said. "They tried to make some things hap­
pen at the end and that's why you play sev­
en Innings, because anything can happen. 

"There is a lot of maturity on our team 
with four seniors and a field of juniors. We 
have some freshmen on the field and they 
blend very well together. 

"Congrats to (St. Clairsville). They 
played an excellent game. They have an 
excellent pitcher, as well. She was able to 
move the ba!l and hit her spots. She kept u.s 
guessing." 

NOTE 
All three championship winning teams 

in Monday's OVAC finals - Steubenville 
(5A], St Clairsville (4A) and Crestview 
(3A) did not commit a single error. 

''We talked about minimizing errors," 
Coach Ga!Jentine said. "I said that 'if we 
get our errors down to one or none, we have 
a shot' and the girls did a really nice job." 

•OVAC-------------
continued from Page 81 
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INSIDE 

Scoreboard/B3 

BARNESVILLE THIRD 
baseman Aaron Ma­

rovich makes a throw 
to first during Saturday 
evening's OVAC Class 
3A baseball semlflnal 
. against Union Local 

at Memorial Park. The 
Shamrocks prevailed 4-1 

and will face the winner 
of today's other semlflnal 
between Llnsly and Fort 

Frye for the title. 

T-L Photo/RICK THORP 

Pan rallies 
for first win 
on PGA·tour 

HILTON HEAD· ISLAND, S.C. (AP) 
- C.T. Pan watched the Masters last 
week with his wife, and sometimes caddie, 
Yingchun Lin, thrilled by Tiger Woods' 
stirring victory at Augusta National. 

His wife, Pan recalled, told him point 
blank, "Hey, I'm not patient, so you better 
get me (to Augusta) as soon as possible." 

Pan comnlied auicklv_ taking advantnPe 

SPORTS 
SECTION 

B 
Monday, 

April 22, 2019 

Barnesville tops UL 
in OVAC 3A semifinal 
• Shamrocks await Linsly-Fort Frye winner 
By RICK THORP innings, secured a 4-1 victory and a berth in 
Times Leader Sports Writer Friday's OVAC chamJ?ionship game. 

"We got the big hits when we. needed 
BARNESVILLE - The third and fourth them," smiled Shamrocks head coach D.J. 

innings of Saturday evening's OVAC Butler as dusk descended on Memorinl 
Class 3A baseball semifinal presented both Park_ "The guys stepped up and put the ball 
Barnesville and Union Local with an op- in play when we needed it" 
portunity to get the upper hand on snapping In staying unbeaten at 14-0, the Sham-
what was a 1-1 deadlock. rocks will play the winner of today's other 

In the two innings combined, the Sham- semifinal between Linsly and Fort Frye at 
rocks put six runners on base, while the Jets 'the J.B. Chambers Youth Sports Complex. 
sent five on to the bugs. Their Saturday game was postponed by 

Barnesville was able to bring two home, rain. 
and that, plus an insurance run in the late See, 3A, Page 82 

LEFT: Union Lo­
cal's Allison Lease 
soars over the pole 
vault bar en route 
to winning the tiUe 
at Saturday's 48th 
annual Shadyside 
Relays. 

BOTTOM: St. 
Clalrsville's David 
Mellema skims the 
last hurdle en route 
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"It's huge," Butler said of reaching the title tilt and hav­
ing an opportunity to win the school's first baseball crown 
in 22 years. "Winning the OV AC is one of our goals and 
we're now a step closer to that. And, obviously, whomever 
wins (the other semifinal) will be a great opponent. We're 
looking forward to it." 

The Jets, who were seeking to win an OV AC baseball 
championship for the first time in 12 years, will have to 
wait another year because, unlike the Shamrocks, they 
failed to cash in when they bad chances, according 'to their 
head coach. . 

"We bad some missed opportunities early," UL's sec­
ond year bead coach Wade Smolira said. "And then, Jagger 
(Jefferis) is a really good pitcher." 

It's true. 
The Barnesville hurler didn't make things any easier on 

the Jets, striking out 13 and walking one in going the dis­
tance. He allowed a first-inning run on two hits by Cody 
Morrison and DakoJa Hess (rbi), but settled down nicely 
after that, giving up two hits the rest of the game. . 

"He's been great all year," Butler said. "We've had in­
juries and oilier guys have stepped up. He was able to go 
seven innings and that was huge." 

Jefferis encountered some trouble in the aforementioned 
third and fourth innings, but was able to emerge unscathed, 

In the third, the Jets had Hunter Mccort and Morrison at 
third and second, respectively, with one out. Jefferis forced 
a groundout to second for out No. 2. Then, after an inten­
tional walk loaded the bases, a UL batter sent a comebacker 
to Wm that ended the threat. 

An inning later, UL had runners at the comers with two 
outs, but Jefferis got a punch out to end things. 

Jefferis retired the final nine batters of the game - the 
last six by strikeout. 

Barnesville left two on in the third, but came back in the 
fourth by getting its first two batters - Ayden Hannahs 
and Alex Meade on. Uryan Meade's sac bunt sent both 
runners to third and second. And when pinch hitter Jake 
Edwards walked, the bases were loaded. 

Two batters later, with two out, leadoff batter Cade Han­
nahs hii a hard shot to short that bounced up hard and into 
shallow left. Two runs to scored giving Barnesville a 3-1 
lead. 

"Cade got a hard-hit ball to short and then Alex scored 
(in the sixth on a sac fly by Uryan Meade) that gave us 
an insurance run," Butler said. "There's a big difference 
between a two-run lead and a three-run lead going into the 
seventh." • 

Hess, the Jets starter worked into the sixth, leaving af­
ter Alex Meade's leadoff triple. He allowed five hits and 
fanned four. 

"He bad a heckuva game," Smolira said. "He pitched 
well. He's only a freshman." 

Despite falling to 7-1 I, Smolira was happy his young 
team was able to experience a tournament atmosphere and 
said it will only benefit it going forward. 

"It's going to be good for the kids because we only have 
one senior leaving," he said. "I think we can build on this 
for next year." 

The Shamrocks will start tuning up for the OV AC ti­
tle game today by playing host to Bridgeport. Union Local 
makes the trek to Weir. • 



Shadyside 
denied in 
2A -baseball 
By ED LOOMAN 
For The llmes Leader 

SHADYSIDE - The old adage 
ofit's hard to beat a team three times 
rang true for Shadyside's top-seeded 
Tigers in Monday's OV AC Class 2A 
semifinal contest with Catholic Cen­
tral. 

The fourth-seeded Crusaders rode 
a gutsy pitching performance from 
senior Matt Bell, some timely hitting 
and a couple of defensi\'e gems to a 
9-3 victory at sun-splashed Fleming 
Field. 

With the win, Don Young's club, 
which dropped two regular season 
games to the Tigers, advance to the 
Class 2A championship game against 
third-seeded Toronto, which dis­
patched Wheeling Central, 7-5, in 
nine innings on M1mctay. 

"I'm . real happy with this win 
against a quality team like Shadyside," 
Young said after watching his Cru­
saders improve to 9-5. "We played 
a good game. and did a lot of good 
things. At the same, we made a lot of 
mistakes that we have to shore up go­
ing forward. 

"It goes back to expectations. My 
expectations, at times, seem to be a lot 
higher than I believe the expectations 
of my players are." 

Central took the lead for good with 
three runs in the second. Ryan Gor­
man and Jayden Keeder drew walks 

■ 

Photo/BROOKE SELMON 
SHADYSIDE THIRD baseman Korey Beckett receives a throw at third 
base as a Steubenville Central runner slides in safely during Monday's 
OVAC Class 2A semifinal at Fleming Field. The Crusaders posted a 9-3 
victory to advance tri this Saturday's title game. 

off losing pitcher Collin Holmes. An­
thony Sprochi then delivered a two­
run single. He would score on Noah 
Fayak's double to center'. 

The score moved to 4-0 in the third 
when Dom Argentine led off with a 
triple to left. Bell earned a free pass, 
and Argentine touched home thanks 
to a Shadyside throwing error on an 
attempted pickoff at first . 

Luca Connor's RBI single and 
another Shadyside miscue allowed 
Young's club to go up 6-0 in the top 
of the fourth. Shadyside got on the 
board in the home half of the frame 
when Kelly Hendershot delivered a 
run-scoring triple to left-center. 

The Crusaders added three more in 

• • 

the sixth thanks to another Connor hit 
and Argentine's two-run single. The 
Tigers completed the scoring on RBIs 
from Ryan Florence and Mason Van­
Nest 

Bell worked six innings, scattering 
seven hits and fanning six. He got 
plenty of help fro in his defense. Van­
Nest led off the Shadyside fifth with 
a double to center. He was cut down 
at third thanks to an outstanding relay 
throw from Connor to Anthony Sim' 
moos. Frrst baseman Paul Carapellotti 
dug a throw out of the dirt in the fifth 
to help keep Shadyside's leadoff man 
off base. 

"He battled all night," Young said 
See, DENIED, Page B2 

• 
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test with a single. Jon Milton was then 
able to drive him in on a single to make 
it 3-0. 

''That's the name of the game," Fort 
Frye (9-6) coach Rob Nelson said. 
"Their kid (Pe tho) did a really nice job 
and kept us off-balance. He pitched a 
heclruva game. It's just a very good 
program and Coach Cartwright always 
does a really great job. We didn't get 

"I just trust my catcher," Petho said. 
"I try to hit my spots, it doesn't always 
work out, but the defense was great I 
threw (strikes), but there were a lot of 
balls that could have been hits. It was 
good job by them." 

Luke Nelson also had a solid game 
on the mound for Fort Frye. Although 
taking the loss, be went the distance 
and struck out five Linsly batters. 

Kelley was the lone Linsly played 
to provide a multi-hit game with his 
double and single along with his two 
RBI. Lee Paull put Linsly's fourth run 
on the board in the sixth inning with a 
sacrifice fly to right field. 

Linsly will have a chance to sec~ 
two straight OV AC championships. 
Last year, it won the 2A championship 
with a 12-1 victory over Toronto. 

• St. c.---------------------
Continued from Page B1 

in succession to load the bases with short game, and it really helps when 
one out and, after a strikeout, speedy we do that because I'm blessed to have 
Boston Black came up with. a surprise kids who can really get down the line. 
two-out bunt single to plate Moore.. "Our kids are playing the game men­
Blattner coaxed yet another free· pass tally right," he continued. "When they 
which forced in Norman to make it see a pitcher struggling, they know 
6-0. what they need to do. That makes man-

In the sixth, Clendenning opened aging the game fun because you don't 
with a walk which ended the day for have to worry about the fundamentals 
Carrothers. After reliever Kyle Storer too mucb ... they get it." 
posted a "K", he walked Moore and "Their kid (Fox) threw well, but I 
Norman delivered an RBI single to thought we learned a little from our 
drive in Clendenning for a 7-0 Colts' first time through and bad some good 
lead. at-bats after that but we hit some balls 

St. C. (8-7) finally broke through in hard right at them,". said St. C. coach 
the top of the fifth with two outs Tyler Tom Sliva. "A close play, a bunt and 
Tonkovich was hit by a pitch followed and error and the next thing you know 
by singles from John Luke DeFilippo they've got four runs (in the first) and 
and Matt Busby, with Busby's hit driv- I'm not sure the ball had left the infield 
ing in Tonkovich. at that point." 

A walk loaded the bases, but Mead- The Colts' use of "small ball" was 
owbrooks' Fox induced a flyout to not unexpected, however. 
right to end the threat and the Red "We had one report and saw them 
Devils were retired in order in the final play once, so we knew they'd do that," 
two innings. said Sliva. "Our third baseman can't 

Meadowbrook's ability to take play any closer. .. they've just got some 
charge early changed the complexion good speed and they were plays that 
of the game, according to both coach- were hard to make. 
es. "It changes the whole complexion 

"We want to make people chase us, of the game because when you get 
because we're not built to come from down like that, you can't play for one 
behind," said Meadowbrook's Engle. run," he added. 
"We executed and they didn't in the Fox· boosted his season record to a 

perfect 5-0 with a complete-game ef­
fort that included six strikeouts, one 
walk and one hit batsman. 

"Logan filled up the (strike) zone 
great today," said Engle. "He was a lit­
tle of with his command last week at 
Coshocton, but he bad it going today." 

Carrothers (3-2) took the Joss with 
three Ks and five walks in three-plus 
innings while Storer had one strikeout 
and one walk. 

The only players with more than one 
hit were Meadowbrook's Neff and St. 
C.'s Busby. 

For the Colts, Friday's title game 
will be a chance to avenge a tough 
semifinal Joss to Edison last year. 

"They (the Wildcats) won 2-1 in 
nine innings in semifinals last year," 
said Engle, "so we're looking forward 
to playing them again." 

Engle expects Edison to send ace 
George Ash, who tossed a three-hit 
shutout against Cambridge in the 
senais, to the mound for the title game. 

For St C., there's plenty of season 
remaining 

"I told the guys it's only April 22nd 
and the tournament doesn't start until 
May 12th," said Sliva, "so there's a 
Jong way to go." 

• Denied---------------------

contlnued from Page B1 
of Bell. ''That's a real 

good team, and we lost to 
them twice. He held them in 
check. We knew they would 
get some hits off him, but I 
was proud of the way be bat­
tled the whole game." 

Nick Kissinger worked 
the seventh for Central. 

Fayak Jed Central's nine-

hit attack with two doubles 
and a single. Argentine, 
Connor and Sprochi all fin­
ished with two hits apiece. 

"Early on, we were pretty 
focused at the plate," Young 
said. "The sixth inning real­
ly was a key for us. Being 
able to add three runs to our 
lead was huge." 

he opsticks Family nvztes 

You To Treat Your Secretary 
To Something Special 

Wednesday 
Anri.l 24th 

Central' s cause was aided 
by five Shadyside errors and 
six walks. In addition, the 
Crusaders dodged a bullet in 
the seventh thanks to a Tiger 
base running naistake. 

"It seemed like every­
thing that could go wrong 
for us today went wrong for 
us," Shadyside coach Shawn 
Selmon said. "You can't 
play a team like Steuben­
ville Central in a big game 
like this and not do the 
things right that you need 
to do." 

VanNest Jed Shadyside's 
offense with a double and 

a single. Anthony Coggins 
also doubled. The Tigers, 
now 14-3, stranded eight 
base runners. 

"It's been a thing we have 
struggled with all year," 
Selmon said. "We get guys 
in scoring position with 
Jess than two outs, and we 
have been unable to niove 
them. That's been one ofour 
downfalls all year. Once we 
figure that out, we'll be a 
little bit better team. We're 
a good baseball team right 
now - we're not a great 
baseball team." 

• ~naays1ae-
con11nued from Page B1 

The Tigers (8-8) Jed J-C 
nie Destifanes doubled dow 
She scored when Davis's sa 
to first 

Clay-Battelle, which ha, 
decision to Wheeling Cent 
I, scored four times in its f 
paving the way. 

Rylee Burnette doubled 
winning pitcher Caitlyn Ka, 
ball moved Burnette to !hire 
er to the left side was naisp 
Statler followed with a RBI 
Keener singled through pit­
scored two runs as the desii 

"That was definitely a , 
was nerves or what?" Shad' 
said. "It's rough when you 
score four runs, but I'm pn 
back. That's the good thin 
they never hung their bead 
They still give it their all ar 

The score remained that 
Reager and Kassay were tr, 

With one out, Destifanes 
stole second. Davis picked, 
as Destifanes raced home. l 
roller up the middle result, 
and Baker crossed the plate 

Shadyside got a runner tc 
ner thrown out at the plate 
runner on third with one ou 

• St.John-· 
Continued from Page B 1 

But the Blue Dons wen 
error in the second. 

Gia Riccadonna Jed off 
Two batters later, Mikayla 
the infield. A throw to first 
was over, she ended up saf, 

Madonna went up 3-0 ar 
Morgan Owens scored on , 
she moved up on a passed I 

Conti praised his team l 
portunities presented to the 
ious situations. 

"They played. as a tean 
team. I've stressed that all 

"We had baserunners on 
balls. We were aggressive 
together, and Maddie play, 

While Madonna was slo 
Daugherty was /loing the , 
kept them off the scoreboai 
with five Ks and two walkl 

St. John had runners at t 
fourth innings with two.ou 

Madonna, meanwhile, a, 
5-0. Then, triggered by a tv 
tacked on two more in the 

Danniele Yaegel and K, 
seventh for the Irish, with ' 
scoring. 

"They played bard rigt 
stressed. "The kids didn't· 

"I can't say enough abot 
it for making the top four. 

Madonna, meanwhile, i: 
''They all get along tog 

other," Conti said. "That's 

M 11 rrir.A nes 
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St. C. falls in 4A baseball semi to Meadowbrook By JEFF HARRISON For The Tlmes Leader 

BYESVILLE - An early dose of "small ball" and 
patience at tpe plate paid off for the top-seeded Mead­
owbrook Colts as they punched their ticket to the OV AC 
Class 4A championship game with a 7-1 victory over vis­
iting St Clairsville on Monday. Coach Tyler Engle's Colts ,----,-----, 
jumped on top 4-0 after one in­ning and cruised to their 14th win in 16 starts to earn a spot in Fri­day's title game (7:30 p.m. at the I-470 Complex in Elm Grove) against second-seeded Edison, which defeated Cambridge by a 6-0 score in the other 4A semifi­nal on Saturday. 
After Meadowbrook right-handed ace Logan Fox struck out the side in the top of '---"'"',:;... _ __, 

the first, the Colts went right to work in the bottom half. Brady Blattner led off with a single before Peyton Neff 
and Garrett Clendenning both put down bunt singles, with 
an overthrow on Clendenning's allowing Blattner to score 
the game's first run. Fox then reached on a fielder's choice which failed 
to record an out and loaded the bases, setting the stage 
for a two-run single by CJ Moore and an RBI double by 
Hayden Loy which gave the Colts their early four-run ad­
vantage. 

Meadowbrook took advantage of control issues by St. 
C. starter Dustin Carrothers in the third frame to tally 
twice. 

Carrothers walked Moore. Devon Norman and Lov See, ST. C., Page B2 

• • 
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Petho's 
gem lifts 
.Linsly by 
Fort·Frye 
By KYLE LUTZ 
For The Times Laadar 

WHEELING - It all comes down 
, to timely hits when a pitching dual 
; takes place. 

Fortunately for Linsly, it was able to 
come up with a few early on. Linsly • 
scored three ru115 in the first three in­
nin$S while Eli Pe.tho fired a two-hit-

, ter m a 4-1 victory over Fort Frye on 
• Monday in a OV AC 3A semifinal 
. matchup at Holloway Field. 
• Linsly will face Barnesville for the 
3A title game on Friday. 

• "It was just two good pitchers going 
at It," Linsly (16-4) coach Jay Cart­
wright said. "Both sides played de­
fense. I was pleased with our guys at 
the plate. We hit situationally and put 

• the ball in play against a really good 
, pitcher. So it was a very good night 
.for us. We played well; worked some 
: deep counts and Eli was just a horse 
(Monday). 

"It was just one of those nights 
where he was moving around, chang­
ing speeds and making all those pitch­
ers. That's a good club right there. Fort 
Frye is always strong. We have played 
them in this tournament for years. It's 
the kind of baseball you want to see." 

Petho also gave Linsly the first scor­
ing opportunity and it delivered. 

After his single, Hunter Kelley 
drove him in with a RBI double. Lins­
Jy followed with a couple of insurance 
runs in the third. Jules Giovengo led 
off with a single followed by a Petho 
sacrifice bunt to move the runner. Kel­
ly drove in his second run of the con­
test with a single. Jon Milton was then 
able to drive him in on a single to make 
It 3-0. 

"That's the name of the game," Fort 
Frye (9-6) coach Rob Nelson said. 
"Their kid (Petho) did a really nice job 
and kept us off-balance. He pitched a 
heckuva game. It's just a very good 
program and Coach Cartwright always 
does a really great job. We didn't get 

THE ·TIMES LEAI 

• Bridgep 
Continued from I 

the better she p 
fonoff said of Ru' 
that we didn't exp, 
did so again tonigl 

Trailing 1-0 en1 
port struck for !hr 
mitted three of its 

Jaren Tucker d 
when Angie Somr 
ball moved each n 
home when the m 
catcher. She slid , 
but the throw bacl 
Sommer alertly sp 
then struck out s• 
ended up at third 
single up the rnidc 
tage. 

"The first game 
on the bases and , 
game we didn't hi 
what the heck, let 

"I like the way 
wanted us to get iJ 
there for a while, 
now and we need 

With Ruble de 
mond, the Bulldc 

0 0 
three times in the 

LlNSLY SENIOR Ell Petho delivers to the plate during Monday's OVAC of the runs came 

Class 3A semttlnal against Fort Frye. Petho worked the route and led the and Kayleigh Roi 

Cadets to the victory, sending them to the championship Friday against scored. 
Barnesville. "You could te 

timely hits or didn't get very many 
hits at all. (Petho) kept us off-balance 
and that's the name of the game right 
there." • 

Fort Frye - the reigning 3A cham­
pion - had a couple of scoring op­
portunities midway through the game. 
Tate Engle led the fourth inning off 
with a single to end Petho's no-hit bid. 
He was able to make it to third base, 
but the Linsly defense did not break. 
The following inning, Brenden Huck 
led the fifth off with a walk. However, 
a 6-4-3 double play after a strikeout 
gave Linsly all the momentum. 

Petho went the distance for Linsly 
as he fired four strike outs in the pro­
cess. 

"I just trust my catcher," Petho said. 
"I try to hit my spots, it doesn't always 
work out, but the defense was great. I 
threw (strikes), but there were a Jot of 
balls that could have been hits. It was 
good job by them." 

Luke Nelson also had a solid game 
on the mound for Fort Frye. Although 
taking the Joss, he went the distance 
and struck out five Linsly batters. 

Engle provided both hits for Fort 
Frye. 

Fort Frye put forth one final push 
and managed to get a run across in 
the seventh. Devin Layton got on base 
with an error, followed by a Huck walk 
to put two men on with no outs. 

While managing to score on a 
groundout, Li115ly ended the threat by 
capturing three straight outs, including 
a strikeout to end it. 

"We just have to go back to the grind. 
I thought we played very well defen­
sively," Nelson said. "We pitched well 
and we'll use this as a positive to move 
on and hopefully we bring our best the 
next couple of games and make a little 
run in the tournament." 

Kelley was the lone Lill5ly played 
to provide a multi-hit game with his 
double and single along with his two 
RBI. Lee Paull put Linsly's fourth run 
on the board in the sixth inning with a 
sacrifice fly to right field. 

Linsly will have a chance to secure 
two straight OV AC championships. 
Last year, it won the 2A champio115hip 
with a 12-1 victory over Toronto. 

That's for sure. l 
mitted. "That's , 
play and the othe1 
this is what is goi 

He dismissed t 
times in one seas< 
dogs in both prim 

"We played ba, 
he continued. "Tl 
played good." 

Bridgeport wil 
venge on its mini 
last season. 

"They hit the t 
Cash said of his 
revenge game o□ 
is this year. I just 
of them. They art 
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nie Destifanes de 
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I, scored four tiI 
paving the way. 
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winning pitcher I 
ball moved Burn 
er to the left sid, 
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1 oronto outlasts11 

Central in 2A 
baseball semis 
By CODY TOMER 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - A comeback, suspense and a thrill­ing finish - Monday's OVAC 2A semifinal delivered all three. 
After Wheeling Central ( 12-6) rallied from 4-0 down to take the lead, Toronto tied the game in the seventh and won it in the ninth, 7-5 at the J.B. Chambers I-470 Complex. The Red Knights (11-4) advance to take on Steubenville Central at l :30 p.m. on Saturday at Steubenville for the OV AC 2A crown. 

Toronto's two-run ninth began with a leadoff walk, fol­lowed by a sacrifice bunt - a- play that the Central defense could not handle. A throwing error on the play put two run­ners on and a fielder's choice for the next hitter loaded the ' bases with no outs. With nowhere to put him, Toronto's Lucas Gulczynski did exactly what he needed to do as he lifted a sacrifice fly to center to score the go-ahead run. As the defense looked to get a runner out at first, a throwing error brought in a second run for insurance. 
Despite blowing the early lead, Toronto coach Brian Perkins saw his team weather the storm in the end. "This says a lot about our kids and how resilient they are," Perkins said. "They came out with a lot of emotion and were excited to come down here and play. "Wheeling Central battled back but it just showed what our team is made of. They continued to battle and battle and were finally able to break through." 

There were many missed chances for both teams but a golden opportunity for the Maroon Knights was squan-dered in the bottom of the seventh. . With the bases loaded and only one out, Toronto pitcher Nick Sninchak abruptly left the mound with what looked to be a serious in jury. 
Enter Tristan Thomas into a pressure packed situation and he delivered. Thomas struck out the first batter and received a diving catch from right fielder Aaron Clegg to • escape the bases-loaded jam. 
"Tristan came in cold but he's been a big game pitcher for us all year," Perkins said. "He did a great job of calming the game down and keeping Central off balance. He gave us a chance to win." 
The Maroon Knights stranded runners in scoring po­sition in five different innings and suffered from several base-running miscues. ~ 
"The biggest thing is that we loaded the bases in the sev­enth and couldn't put any pressure on the defense,'' Contra! coach Bo Mcconnaughy said. "But that's baseball. Hats off to coach Perkins. His team fought back. I want to wish him and his team good luck. He has a great club." Toronto grabbed the upper hand early with a three-run second on five hits. Kobe Herrick led off with a double , and Thomas, Nick Chetock and Gulczynski followed with RBI knocks. 
Clegg added a RBI single in the third to give the Red Knights the 4-0 cushion. 
After the slow start, Central erased the deficit in the fifth by batting around and scoring five to take a 5-4 edge. Pinch-hitter Mike Toepfer sparked the outburst with a leadoff double. Avery Lee followed by dropping a RBI double into shallow right field chasing Sninchak from the game. 
Ohio State signee Nate Karaffa came in to relieve his teammate but the Central bats were not fathomed. Angelo Gentile blistered a two-run single to left and Kyle New­meyer tied it with a laser off of first baseman Zac Berger's glove and into right. ..... _ .. -



WHEELING - A comeback, suspense and a thrill­
ing finish - Monday's OVAC 2A semifinal delivered all 
three. 

After Wheeling Central (12-6) rallied from 4-0 down to 
take the lead, Toronto tied the game in the seventh and won 
it in the ninth, 7-5 at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex. 

The Red Knights (11-4) advance to take on Steubenville 
Central at I :30 p.m. on Saturday at Steubenville for the 
OV AC 2A crown. 

Toronto's two-run ninth began with a leadoff walk, fol­
lowed by a sacrifice bunt - a' play that the Central defense 
could not handle. A throwing error on the play put two run­
ners on and a fielder's choice for the next hitter loaded the 
bases with no outs. With nowhere to put him, Toronto's 
Lucas Gulczynski did exactly what he needed to do as he 
lifted a sacrifice fly to center to score the go-ahead run. As 
the. defense looked to get a runner out at first, a throwing 
error brought in a second run for insurance. 

Despite blowing the early lead, Toronto. coach Brian 
Perkins saw his team weather the storm in the end. 

"This says a lot about our kids and how resilient they 
are," Perkins said. "They came out with a lot of emotion 
and were excited to come down here and play. 

"Wheeling Central battled back but it just showed what ' 
our team is made of. They continued to battle and battle. 
and were finally able to break through." 

There were many missed chances for both teams but a 
golden opportunity for the Maroon Knights was squan-
dered in the bottom of the seventh. . 

With the bases loaded a'Ild only one out, Toronto pitcher 
Nick Sninchak abruptly left the mound with what looked to 
be a serious injury. 

Enter Tristan Thomas into a pressure packed situation 
a'Ild he delivered. Thomas struck out the first batter and 
received a diving catch from right fielder Aaron Clegg to 
escape the bases-loaded jam. • 

"Tristan came in cold but he's been a big game pitcher 
for us all year," Perkins said. "He did a great job of calming 
the game down and keeping Central off balance. He gave 
us a chance to win." 

Toe .Maroon Knights stranded runners in scoring po­
sition in five different innings and suffered from several 
base-running miscues. -

"The biggest thing is that we loaded the bases in the sev­
enth and couldn't put any pressure on the defense,'' Contra! 
coach Bo Mcconnaughy said. "But that's baseball. Hats 
off to coach Perkins. His team fought back. I want to wish 
him and his team good lu_ck. He has a great club." 

Toronto grabbed the upper hand early with a three-run 
second on five hiis. Kobe Herrick led off with a double 

. and Thomas, Nick Chetock and Gulczynski followed with 
RBI knocks. 

Clegg added a RBI single in the third to give the Red 
Knights the 4-0 cushion. . 

After the slow start, Central erased the deficit in the fifth 
by batting around and scoring five to take a 5-4 edge. 

Pinch-hitter Mike Toepfer sparked the outburst with a 
leadoff double. Avery Lee followed by dropping a RBI 
double into shallow right field chasing Sninchak from the 
game. 

Ohio State signee Nate Karaffa came in to relieve his 
teammate but the Central bats were not fathomed. Angelo 
Gentile blistered a two-run single to left and Kyle New­
meyer tied it with a laser off of first baseman Zac Berger's 
glove and into right. 

Dominic Pompeo gave Central its first lead with a RBI 
double and Sninchak stepped back on the mound to get the 
final two outs. 

"Both teams played a great game," Mcconnaughy said. 
"They had five hits in one inning and we came back and 
took the lead. 



OVAC BASEBALL TOURNAM 

Petho's Ge·m Lifts 
Linsl • 1nto Title Tilt 

Photo by Kyle Lutz 
After touching second base, Llnsly's Lee Paull throws the bell over to first to _convert on a 
double play while Fort Frye's Brenden Huck slides Monday du1mg a 3A semifinal. 

Senior limits Fort Frye to two hits in 4-1 win 
By KYLE LUTZ 

Staff Writer 
WHEELING - It all comes down to timely 

hits when a pitching dual takes place. 

ONLINE EXTRA 
See more photos of Lins/y's quest. to repeat 
as OVAC champions with a semifinal victory 
vs. Fort Frye at www.theintelligencer.net Fortunately for, Linsly, it was able to come 

up with a few early on. Linsly scored three runs 
in the first three mnin~s while Eli Petho fired After his single, Hunter Kelley drove him in 
a two-hitter in a 4-1 victory over Fort Frye on with a RBI double. Li_nsly followed with a cou­
Monday in a OV AC 3A semifinal matcbup at pie of insurance runs m the third. Jules Gtoven­
Holloway Field. go led off with a single followed by a Petho sac-

Linsly will face Barnesville for the 3A title rifice bunt to move the runner. Kelly drove in 
game on Friday. his second rtm of the contest with a single. Jon 

"It was just two good pitchers going at it," Milton was then able to drive him in on a single 
Linsly (16-4) coach Jay Cartwright said .. "Both to make it 3-0. 
sides played defense. I. w3:5 pleased with our ''That's the name of the game," Fort Frye (9-6) 
guys at the plate. We hit situationally aJ?d put coach Rob Nelson said. "Their kid (Petho) did a 
the ball in play against a really good pitcher. really nice job and kept us off-balance. He pitched 
•So it was a very good night for us. w..._,ed aheckuvagame.lt'sJustaverygoodprogramand 

_ well, worked some deep counts and Eli w~us.!. Coach Cartwright always does a really great job_. 
a horse (Monday). . • ,,.~.., We didn'.t get timely hits or didn't get very many 

"It was just one of those mghts..where ~e was hits at all. (Petho) kept us off-balance anc) that's 
moving around, changmg speeds '.'"d making all the name of the game ri~t there." 
those pitches. That's a good club nght there. Fo_rt Fort Frye _ the reigning 3A champion -
Frye is always strong. We h;ive played them m had a couple of scoring opportunities midway 
this tounuunent for years. It s the kind of base- through the game. 
ball you want to see." 

Petho also gave Linsly the first scoring oppor­
nmitv and it delivered. Please see LINSLY, Page 12 
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(Continued from Page 11). 
Jen Anderson with two first, Bridgeport struck 

outs in the third. Toran- for three runs on just one 
to' s three runs came via a hit as Toronto committed 
pair of groundouts and a three of its five errors. 
Bridgeport error. Jaren Tucker drew a 

"I'm actually proud of Jeadoff walk and went 
my team. We hit the ball to . second when Angie 
and we played together," Sommer's grounder was 
Ruble said while down- misplayed. A passed ball 
playing her own perfor- moved each runner up 60 
mance. feet, and Tucker broke 

"I'm really ~rnud of from home when the next 
them. We're excited to be pitch got away from the 
going for back-to-back ti- Red Knights catcher. She 
ties, but it is nerve-wrack- slid across home plate 
ing, as well." safely to tie the game, 

The date and time for but the throw back. to the 
the championship game pitcher covering also got 
will be announced later away as Sommer alertly 
today as Clay-Battelle has sprinted home for a 2-1 
prom Saturday night. lead. Bri • Conaway then 

"She definitely rises to· struck out swinging, but 
the occasion. The bigger the ball was dropped. 
the game the better she She ended up at third and 
pitches," Toronto coach raced borne when Ruble 
Steve Trifonoff said of bounced a single up the 
Ruble. "She proved that middle as the Bulldogs 
last year. It's not that we grabbed a 3-1 advantage. 
dido t expect it. She pitch- "The first game we 
es well in big games, and played them we were very 
did so again (Monday)." aggressive on the bases 

Trailing 1-0 enter- and we lost 9-7 ," Cash re-
ing the home-half of the called. '.'The second _game 
LINSLY 
(Continued from Page 11) 

Tate Engle led the fourth 
inning off with a single to 
end Petho 's no-hit bid. 
He was able to make it to 
third base, but the Linsly 
defense did not break. The 
following inning, Brenden 
Huck Jed the fifth off with 
a walk. However, a 6-4-3 
double play after a strike­
out gave Linsly all the mo­
mentum. 

Petbo went the distance 

for Linsly as _he fired four 
strikeouts in the process. 

"I just trust my catch­
er," Petho said. "I try to hit 
my spots, it doesn't aiways 
work out, but the defense 
was great. I threw hits, but 
there were a lot of balls that 
C<jjlld have been hits. It was 
a good job by them." 

Luke Nelson also had a 
solid game on the mound 
for Fort Frye. Although 

t " / 
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we didn't hit for nothing play and the other doesn't. 
and we lost. I figured to- Whether you 're favored 
day what the beck, let's or not, this is what is go­
roll the dice and see what ing to happen." 
bapfens. He dismissed the, fact 

' like the way we've that it's hard to beat a 
been playing the last week team three times in one 
or so. I wanted us to get in season. The Red Knights 
a good rhythm ... we were had beaten the Bulldo&s 
up-and-down there for a in both prior meetings this 
while, but I feel we're in year. . 
a great rhythm right now "We played bad and 
and we need to continue they played good. That's 
that." all 11 was," Trifonoff said. 

With Ruble doing her "The first two games they 
thing in the.middle of the played bad and we played 
diamond, the Bulldogs good." 
added to their margin as Bridgeport will be fac­
they scored three times in,g a C!ay-Battelle team 
in the. bottom of the third with revenge on its mind 
for a 6-1 lead. Two of the for a semifinal setback in 
runs came across on an extra innin,gs last season. 
error while Halee Aubrey "They hit the ball pret­
and Kayleigh Roberts ·ty well against Shadyside 
pulled off a double steal (Monday)," Cash said of 
as Aubrey scored. his scouting on Clay-Bat-

"You could tell what telle. "It will be a revenge 
team wanted to win this game on their part, but 
game. That's for sure. that was last year and this 
Right from the begin- is this year. I just told my 
ning," Trifonoff said. three seniors that I'm very 
"That's what happens proud of them. They are 
wh'en one team co.mes to our leaders." • 

taking the loss, he went the 
distance and struck out five 
Linsly batters. 

Engle provided both hits 
for Fort Frye. , 

Fort Frye put forth one fi­
nal push and l)lllIIaged to get 
a run across in the seventh. 
Devin Layton got on base 
with an error, followed by a 
Huck walk to put two men 
on with no outs. 

While managin~ to score 
on a groundout, Lmsly end­
ed the threat by capturing 
three straight outs, includ­
ing a strikeout to end it 

"We just have to go back 
to the grind. I thought we 
played very well defen­
sively," Nelson said. "We 
pitched well and we'll use 
this as a positive to move 
on and hopefully we bring 
.our best the next couple of 
games and make a little run 
in the tournament" 

Kelley was the lone Lins­
Iy player to provide a multi-

FIEARING 

hit game with his double and 
single along with his two 
RBL Lee Paull put Linsly's 
fourth run on the board in 
the sixth inning with a sac­
rifice fly to right field. 

Linsly will have a chance 
to secure two straight 
OV AC championships. Last 
year, it won the 2A champi­
onship with a 12-1 victory 
over Toronto. . 

However, Cartwright 
and Company are up for the 
challenge against the unde­
feated Shamrocks. 

"We haven't played them, 
so I don't really know a lot of 
what they have,"Cartwright 
said about Barnesville. "But 
to win that many ballgames 
and not lose, they must be a. 
solid club. We're up to the 
challenge. We beat a lot of 
good teams, but we're ex­
pectin~ a challenge. We're 
expecting them to brlrig it. 
It'll be fun Friday night up 
at (1-)470." 
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In time to flip to se, 
baseman Madison C 
for the forceout. By 
time Davis received 
throw, Alivia Amm 
the runner that had I 
on second, never hesit 
rounding third and sc 
easily, setting on a 
celebration among 
Cee-Bees. 

"In a ballgame like 
when you get a ch: 
you've got to go al 
and try to make a pl 
Varner said his deci 
to send Ammons. "1 
did it a couple of inn 
before and it backfi 
Fortunately for us, 
made one more play • 
they did." • 

The Tigers (8-8) 
1-0 after half an im 
as Sydnie Destif, 
doubled down the r 
field line leading off. 
scored when Davis' 
rifice bunt was thr, 
wildly to first. 

Clay-Battelle, wi 
hasn't lost since drop] 
a 6-4 decision to Wh 
ing central on the s 
field on April I, sc, 

TORONTO 
(Continued from Page 

The Maroon Kni1 
stranded runners in s, 
ing position in five dif 
eat innings and suffe 
from several base-r 
ning miscues. 

"The biggest thing 
that we loaded the t 
es in the seventh 
couldn't put any press 
on the defense," Ceo 
coach Bo McConnau1 
said. "But that's b~ 
ball. Hats off to Co 
Perkins. His team fou 
back. I want to wish I 
and his team good Ju 
He has a great club." 

Toronto grabbed 
upper hand early will 
three-run second on I 
hits. Kobe Herrick led 
with a double and The 
as, Nick Chetock : 
Gulczynski followed 11 
RBI knocks. 

Clegg added a RBI s 
gle in the third to g 
the Red Knights the • 
cushion. 

After the slow st, 
Central erased the ct, 
cit in the fifth by batt 
around and scoring f 
to take a 5-4 edge. 

Pinch-hitter M 
Toepfer sparked the o 
burst with a leadoff ct, 
b!e. Avery Lee follo11 
by droppmg a RBI ct, 
ble into shallow 'ri, 
field chasing Saine! 
frnrn thP o~rnP 



ENT SEMIFINALS 

Photo by Cody Tomer Toronto's Lucas Gulczynskl drives In the go-ahead run m Iha ninth as Wheeling Central catcher Dominic Pompeo looks on during the OVAC 2A semifinal at the 1-470 Complex. 

Gul_czynski Drives In 
Winner for Toronto 
Wheeling Central ONLINE EXTRA 

falls '1n extra '1nn'1ngs Seemorephotosoftwoofthe valley's premier baseball pro-
By CODY TOMER grams in an OVAC tilt at www. Staff Writer theintelligencer.net 

WHEELING - A comeback, sus- how resilient they are," Perkins said. 
pense and a thrilling finish - Mon- "They came out with a lot of emotion day's OVAC 2A semifinal delivered and were excited to come down here all three. and play. 

After Wheeling Central ( 12-6) "Wheeling Central battled back rallied from 4-0 down to take a lead, but it just showed what our team is 
Toronto tied the game in the seventh made of. They continued to battle and and won it in the ninth, 7-5, at the batt)e and were finally able to break 
J.B. Chambers I-470 Complex. through." 

The Red Knights (11-4) advance There were many missed chances to take on Steubenville Catholic at for both teams but a golden oppor-
1 :30 p.m. on Saturday at Steuben- tunity for the Maroon Knights was ville for the OV AC 2A crown. squandered in the bottom of the sev-

Toronto's two-run ninth began enth. 
with a leadoff walk, followed by a With the bases loaded and only sacrifice bunt - a play that the Cen- one out, Toronto pitcher Nick Snin­tral defense could not handle. A cbak abruptly left the mound with throwing error on the play put two what looked to be a serious injury. 
runners on and a fielder's choice for Enter Tristan Thomas into a pres­the next hitter loaded the bases with sure-packed situation and he deliv­no outs. With nowhere to put him, • ej'ed. Thomas struck out the first bat­Toronto's Lucas Gulczynski did ex- ter and received ii diving catch from actly what he needed to do as be lifted right fielder Aaron Clegg to escape 
a sacrifice fly to center to score the the bases-loaded jam. 
go-ahead run. As the defense looked "Tristan came in cold but he's to get a runner out at first, a throwing been a big-game pitcher for us all error brought in a second run for in- year," Perkins said "He did a great surance. .JOb of calming the game down and Despite blowing the early lead, keeping Central off balance. He gave 
Toronto coach Brian Perkins saw his us a chance to win." 
team weather the storm in the end 

"This says a lot about our kids and Please see TORONTO, Pa!ie 12 
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up-and-down there for a in botn pnor meeungs ems 
while, but I feel we're in year. 
a great rhythm right now "We played bad and 
and we need to continue the¥ played good. That's 
that." all it was," Trifonoff said. 

With Ruble doing her "The first two games they 
thing in the middle of the played bad and we played 
diamond, the Bulldogs good." 
added to their margin as Bridgeport will be fac­
they scored three times in)!; a Clay-Battelle team 
in the bottom of the third with revenge on its mind 
for a 6-1 lead. Two of the for a semifinal setback in 
runs came across on an extra innings last season. 
error while Halee Aubrey "They hit the ball pret­
and Kayleigh Roberts ·ty well against Shadyside 
pulled off a double steal (Monday)," Cash said of 
as Aubrey score<l. his scouting on Clay-Bat-

"You could tell what telle. "It will be a revenge 
team wanted to win this game on their part, but 
game. That's for sure. that was last year and this 
Right from the begin- is this year. I just told my 
ning," Trifonoff said. three seniors that I'm very 
"That's what happens proud of them. They are 
when one team comes to our leaders." 

taking the loss, be went the 
distance and struck out five 
Linsly batters. 

Engle provided both hits 
for Fort Frye. 

Fort Frye put forth one fi­
nal push and managed to get 
a run across in the seventh. 
Devin Layton got on base 
with an error, followed by a 
Huck walk to put two men 
on with no outs. 

While managing to score 
on a groundout, Linsly end­
ed the threat by capturing 
three straight outs, includ­
ing a strikeout to end it. 

"We just have to go back 
to the grind. I thought we 
played very well defen­
sively," Nelson said. "We 
pitched well and we'll use 
this as a positive to move 
on and hopefully we bring 
our best the next couple of 
games and make a little run 
in the tournament." 

Kelley was the lone Lins­
ly player to provide a multi-

hit game with his double and 
single along with his two 
RBI. Lee Paull put Linsly's 
fourth run on the board in 
the sixth inning with a sac­
rifice fly to right field. 

Linsly will have a chance 
to secure two straight 
OV AC championships. Last 
year, it won the 2A champi­
onship with a 12- I victory 
over Toronto. 

However, Cartwright 
and Company are up for the 
challenge against the unde­
feated Sh=ocks. 

"We haven't played them, 
so I don't really know a lot of 
what they have,"Cartwright 
said about Barnesville. "But 
to win that many ballgames 
and not lose, they must be a 
solid club. We're up to the 
challenge. We beat a lot of 
good teUD1S, but we're ex­
pecting a challenge. We're 
expecting them to bring it. 
It'll be fun Friday night up 
at (1-)470." 
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you've got to go al1ead 
and try to make a play," 
Varner said his decision 
to send Ammons. "They 
did it a couple of innings 
before and it backfired. 
Fortunately for us, we 
made one more play than 
they did." 

The Tigers (8-8) led 
1-0 after half an inning 
as Sydnie Destifanes 
doubled down the right 
field line leading off. She 
scored when Davis' sac­
rifice bunt was thrown 
wildly to first. 

Clay-Battelle, which 
hasn't lost since dropping 
a 6-4 decision to Wheel­
ing central on the same 
field on April I, scored 

TORONTO 
(Continued from Page 11) 

The Maroon Knights 
stranded runners in scor­
ing position in five differ­
ent innings and suffered 
from several base-run­
ning miscues. 

"The biggest thing is 
that we loaded the bas­
es in the seventh and 
couldn't put any pressure 
on the defense," Central 
coach Bo Mcconnaughy 
said. "But that'-s base­
ball. Hats off to Coach 
Perkins. His team fou&ht 
back. I want to wish him 
and his team good luck. 
He has a great club." 

Toronto grabbed the 
upper hand early with a 
three-run second on five 
hits. Kobe Herrick led off 
with a double and Thom­
as, Nick Chetock and 
Gu!czynski followed with 
RBI knocks. 

Clegg added a RBI sin­
gle in the third to give 
the Red Knights the 4-0 
cushion. 

After the slow start, 
Central erased the defi­
cit in the fifth by batting 
around and scoring five 
to take a 5-4 edge. 

Pinch-hitter Mike 
Toepfer sparked the out­
burst with a leadoff dou­
ble. Avery Lee followed 
by dropping a RBI dou­
ble into shallow right 
field chasing Sninchak 
from the game. 

Ohio State commit 
Nate Karaffa came in to 
relieve his teammate but 
the Central bats were not 

[,I 

fifth as- Reager -and 'Kas­
say were trading goose 
eggs. 

With one out, Desti­
fanes singled to center 
and promptly stole sec­
ond. Davis picked up an 
RBI with an infield single 
as Destifanes raced home. 
Baker singled and Izzy 
Swords' roller up the mid­
dle resulted in an infield 
single as Davis and Baker 
crossed the plate tie things 
at 4. 

Shadyside got a runner 
to second in the sixth; had 
a runner thrown out at the 
plate to end the seventh; 
and had a runner on third 
with one out in the eighth 
and didn't score. 

fathomed. Angelo Gentile 
blistered a two-run single 
to left and Kyle New­
meyer tied it with a laser 
off of first baseman Zac 
Berger's glove and into 
right. 

Dominic Pompeo gave 
Central its first lead with 
a RBI double and Snin­
chak stepped back on the 
mound to get the final 
two outs. 

"Both teams played 
a great game," Mccon­
naughy said. "They had 
five hits in one inning and 
we came back and took 
the lead. 

"(Toepfer) got the big 
hit and got us going. We 
save him for that situa­
tion. He can hit and he is 
also a pitcher." 

Adam Murray start­
ed and went six innings 
with five strikeouts and 
three walks, before being 
relieved by Sonny Pe­
!uchette in the seventh. 

With Toronto three 
outs from elimination, 
back-to-back walks came 
back to haunt the- Ma­
roon Knights as Brendan 
Matyas dropped down 
a sacrifice bunt and a 
Chetock sacrifice fly sent 
the game to extras. 

"This team has faced a 
lot of adversity between 
injuries and the flu bug," 
Perkins said. "But it's 
just a great group and the 
senior leaders have been 
pulling it all together for 
us." 
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, Staff Writer - ·These two powerhouses ,rine,etµi fot'lhe third 
WHEELING - Let the games begin. time already. this season, wlth•lli>W. ; : wlnnlng 
The 2019 OVAC Baseball Tournament gets underway the:prevlous contests. Bl~ Redf(9.;.5) IQ() the !'lnlt by a 

this weekend31!d _there are 5?mt;-dandies on tap, including 5-Z countJiefo(e the Patrtoq. ~i\,-5) 'fDil_ S\tigl'C$!. 18-
a battle;ofdefending champrnn Cadets. . 12;lastwec,k. . . . ,:, • ... • • ,,,,, _ -.1 

' Class 3A ' Both teams .will be hungry r9i19wltlg;o; Gtftl&jame 
• ' No. 3 Fort Frre at No. 2 Llusly lo'4es last year as Steubenvllle'tcllln.tJie:, fma1tq,Edl.-

, . Saturday, 1 p.m. SQQ before moving up to SA arn!Par~d,ro . a,nail biter 
Last year's 2A champion, Linsly cadets, has moved up to llarkersburg South. ' •· ·:· • : . • 

a class to 3A this year where It will take on the defending , No. 4 Warren Loca\ at J'l!o. 1 Mo l!>wn . · 
ch~pionFortFryeCadetsatHollowayFleld. . . • . . . Monday,6,p.m. . • • • , 

Lirisly entered Wednesday's tournament deadline with . \\'Ith last year's SA. defel!dJiig champi •l'llrkerBburg 
a 15-4 record,_while Fort Frye sat at 9-5. S91!th faJ\ing short of the tournament, there wJU:!ie a new . 

• -No. 4 Unloµ Local at No. 1 Barnesville Wmner ~ear. The journey runs throuldl organtoW11 as 
. . Saturday, 6 p.m. . the top Mohigans held a respectable 7-2 record at • 

• '. . • !_ '_· ll 
1 

; . • • F1. hoto by. Cody .. ' T~( . B_ arnes_ ville ~- been untouchable this ye!11' so far. The the time of seeding and will host Warren L<!cal (8-6). 
LinSIV51_Alex Papadlmltrlou and'th!l Cadets WIii f11ce Sha!'lroc_ks cam_ed a ~rfect 12-,0 record 1!1to Wednes-
Fqrt !=rye In SQ.tu~ay'~qVAC Toumament·gaJl)e:>'. '· days tournament deadline and will hostUruon Local (7- Please see OVAC, Page 12' 
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(9-5) took the first by a 5-2 :count-. Devils will be looking to pulJ ll!e 1,1pset Shadyside before the Patriots (14-5) won a slug-_,. of the top'$eeded Colts (1 S-2) aiidget • Monday, 5 p.m. fest 18-12 last week. . ' • back to the title $3Il;le for the first time After missing out an the tournament . Both t~ will ]le hungry_ fo_tllo:\V- _· sincf''winitingit~2Ql6,. __ . • ;,,., . ay~a_go, S~ysicre (13-Z)is~kat mg OVAC title garnelosses·Jast:year: No.~Cambrldge.atNo.2Edlsiin the·top;seed m Class 2A. The Tigers as Steubenville fell ia the 4A.final to.· •. . .,; • •. 'Satn'rday;lip.ni, . \1.: : will host Steubenville Catholic (8-5) Edison before moviag. up to Sb,;1/zjq .~)'.ear''f4AP)JlunPiop will,\mce with a tdp to the final on the line. Park dropped a nail biter to~- agaiti'be.hosling aoOY.l\.C tournarnent , .: Class lA burg South. ':,f .. ;',;:c· ·,~,~iEdlsol) pats,lts ~-2 reiord. No.4GlnlJ;Uol! atNo.1 Cameron No. 4 Warren at No. 1 Morg&n_tj)l,n,,:pni:l)<!StY~'s !I!Je on;~ line agll\IISI . . . ,,,,;Saturday, Noon . Monday, 6 p.m." .. , ; ;;:1];~q11Jllii@geJ~Q0S);/J.5 -~'\ , . ' i .'. The '.!fip-seeded Dragons (1'2-9) With last year's SA -a«etid!n~~.c ·c;J;::"'.t·s; :;CJaiis_'2A'· .. ,· .. • • • • ·_ba_ VJl,;pmven to be lethal all_ the way chum ion Parkersbur -sout1rJJ!I®l:-'No~3Torontolt'No:2Wlieellii'''.'t'clown their line this ear. Will the -· pfth !;the • ',m;,.:;:- ' ••• , ., .,. '•• • • \ II • \i.e.;' 'l'b' " up_ y 'A basey =orto_: e to~ent,, . l'\¾\);AJ?~;lt,:};;, • ·,{~ ' .. .-.•: j,\,· ~ce .. e .. !a,ting therr ~ oy.,.c -new wmnei:this year._ The JourneY,runs\r,~ , ;M . . . :n;m. :'' .. }/, 'balf:titJ~ J!l1 school history? Conotton throug!J.. Morgantown as tJJe;\l(iil?s.eeg.{;~l,, ·, ''i'!Y - .. 'g;iljp t(j '.!:.:\,~; V:iilliY"t<i~/l) wID be their first-~. Jhjs ~~3~t::..t~~/=~11I9fn1~1;1\W. ~lis'.':l\1~3!'f~~:/i(f!~~-~;the 12th Street Field in host o/llll'e!l, J;,QcaI _(8-li). -~:.' ' : •IJ ~ClipabJeafjpilµini, .... !1~~1:!c :No;~il\f!lilonna at ~o. :Z.Paden City •. -Class 4A · · '.\;L . ';,,' ron10,(10'iit)takes,llts nted,:,lin!ll![l', ; A·' ,,,\Monday, 6,p.m. · • No. 4 st,'.C. at No.1Mead/i~bfoijlf !ii).jhe,~1£! Wheelfng:Q.iniraljt[2~ , A ~h of last year's OVAC • - ''Satin'day' u·a.m: ,:; . ;;', :S'. .' .' •. · •• · ,, •· •• - '' ' . :: :;>. ;cb:::;i&:~fsbip ~ .CIIISS 14,'_s Despite being the~No-:-4)ls'eecl;".Sf:;,/ '"''.\eimis\veiii-'clowrieirili"'' '"='',);~ .,. ··•··• .l'iinatchuns. "The llble ,Dons . Ciairsville (8:5) relJ!rns_ .llJPil;~r,,i ___ ,.,_,_, ' ' "'\'.,a,_·._~.-QII,,~. 0C:11111L_. . i!Il"_1_·.~-tlil_:_li:~_ ••. '.l!tltl~b.utPaden menan,i'seveostartersfro •• • "'s,, • ~the~riglij:i~·"D . ty;:(12?}0) wilfbe aimin to reach • sqllad;•whicbfell 6,5 to Ste_:_. , e:.fotl!ef_, ,yeiir. ,''J';Jt,~/::: ~ . (i_itsM!f§traighftit!edme •!,capture in the OV AC semifinals.:;_ _ , •<1'.i)NQ.;ll'~~~T91~!l.~1lc at No. 1 }!a~firsttipj>)l~ ~ce f~94. I':"- • 




