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Central Freshman·Anderson Wins OVAC Title 
Wheeling 
Central's 

Laina 
Anderson 
returns a 

serve 
during a 

match at the 
girls OVAC 

Tournament 
at West 
Liberty 

University. 

Photo by 
Kyla Lutz 

L·,nsly capt • hth the way it should be played and she just did i , Ur6S Sig anoutstnndingjob. We're real proud of her." straight 1 A-4A crown Anderson went ln(o the OVAC Tourna-ment as the top seed m No. I singles. What 
By KYLE LUTZ was eveo more impressive was that the fresh:. 

Staff Writer man had not lost a match the eotire • season. 
WEST LIBERTY - Thursday is E:~! In the first round, she defeated University's to be a day that Wheeling Central's Maya Ghanb, 8-1, followed by a shutout win 

Anderson IS going to remember for the rest over Magnolia's Logan Riggs. 
of her life. After four matches ii, about nine In the. seroifinol muncl, Anderson bested 
hours, Anderson walked off the courts at the Parkersburg South's Jordan Mader, 8-2, to 
Edgar Martin Tennis Complex a winner as make It to the champion.ship. In a hard
she secured the No. I singles title at the fough! match against No. 2 seed Emme 
OV AC championships on the campus of McKnight of Morgantown, Anderson got the 
West Liberty University. upped!aod, 8-3, as the emotions came pour

"Lalnn p)nyed a wonderful match," iDg out when she secured the match. ,. . , ■ ..1 . # Wbeellng Ceotral coach Peggy Daller said. 1 •'•-'"• ',•:,,·;:Ii ) "Shewassosmart.Sbeplayedthematc~just See~ERSON;Page 12 • 



Photos by Coo/ Tamar Above: Unsly's Federico Navarro makes a play on the ball during Tuesday's No. 3 Singles OVAC match at the Bubble at Wheeling Park. Below: Wheeling Park's Jltesh Pulara, left, and Ben Ridgewell stand proud holding their plaques after wfnnlng the No. 2 Doubles OVAC Championship on Monday. • 

Hawks Rule the Nest At 
OV AC Tennis Tourney 

Park's Pujara, Ridgewell 
earn No. 2 doubles title 

By CODY TOMER 
StarrWrlter 

WHEaING-After a 14-hour and 41-minufe day, the finnl boys' OVAC singles chnmpion was crowned at 11 :11 p.m. inside the Wheeling Park Bubble on Tuesday. 
Wheeling Park's mesh Pujara and Llnsly's Federico Navarro each delivered fierce comeback attempts in their singles chnmpionships but ultimately fell by narrow margins. 
Navarro dropped an 8-6 decision to Cambridge's Mason Long, while Pujara was ousted in a 7-3 tiebreaker. 
"l'ni very proud of Pujara," Park coach Tim Ickes said "It seems like he is not playing as well d~jJ~ year but when it comes to tournament time, he is • 1t That's the time to be playing well."· 
University was the 5A team champion, as Drew Hawthorne, Kyle Hawthorne and Andre Barcinas all claimed singles titles for the Hawks' third consecutive crown. 
"This is the best we have ever done at OVAC's at University," Hawks coach Tom McClellan said "Ali the kids worked really hard It was great competition 

See TENNIS, Page 15 



TENNIS 
(Continued from Page 13) 
and this is my favorite tournament by far." 

Cambridge picked up the 1A-4A championship, sparked by Long's No. 3 Smgles triumph. East Liverpool was runner-up. Wheeling Park earned runner-up honors in the 5A as Ickes' squad continued to "Defend the North." "We knew University is good and we wanted to beat everyone in the Northern Panhandle and defend the North," Ickes said. "Now, we have beat everyone in the Northern Panhandle and also reached our second goal in coming in second place. It doesn't sound right but University is unbe!Ievable. So, getting ahead of Mor~antown in OV ACs is huge.' • In the No. 4 sincles final, Pujara found himself trailing 4-0 and 6-2, only to record an amazing rally to capture an 8-7 edge. The match eventually went to a tiebreaker, where Barcinas jumped out to a 6_-1 advantage en route to a Victory. "I felt like I just had a great recovery," Pujara said. ; "Coach Ickes helped me to \ get my confidence up to push through. Eventually, I got the 8-7 lead but sadly lost the tie-breaker but it was a good experience. 
"If I don't go through the tough times in tennis, I wouldn't be able to learn from my mistakes, which will eventually help me do better." 
Navarro's run at the title was quite similar. The 

Cadets' sophomore trailed by 4-1 and 5-2 margins in the championship before coming back to knot the score at 6-6. Eventually, it was Long taking home the trophy by an 8-6mark. 
"Navarro has been so much fun to coach," Linsly coach Rebecca Upton said. "He is so tough, fiery and passionate. He is a .threesport athlete in soccer, wrestling and tennis. "It has been au exhausting and mentally challenging day for him but I hope it was fun for him. I'm really proud of what he did." 

Making a run to the semifinals from Wheeling Central were David Agcaoili and Issac Smith, while Park's Ben Ridgewell and Oak Glen's Connor Blake also reached the semis. "David played very well and we are really proud of him," Central coach Peggy Dailer said. "Issac played a kid from University and they have a wonderful team but we did our besl We always do." 
The doubles duo of Pujara and Ridgewell took home the No. 2 doubles championship on Monday by an 8-5 score. "It was a great experience for me and my partner," Ridgewell said. "We got down 7-4 in one game but we knew we could battle back because we• have that relationship. It's kind of like shake and bake. We just work really well together." Weir's Brett Hinchee was named the winner of the Carrol Stasser Sportsmanship Award. 


