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Park, St. C. Sweep 
Swimming Titles 

Photos by Cody Tomer Left, Wheellng Park's Jenna Bopp competes In the girls 100 breaststroke during Saturday's OVAC swim meet at Brooke. Rli!bt, St. Clalrsville's Michael D1Betta competes In the 100 Butterfly. The Red Devils stand­out helped lead hls.teain to Its first OVAC swimming title. 

Patriots Girls Claim Third Straight; Devils End Linsly's Reign 
By CODY TOMER 

Staff Writer 
WELLSBURG - All season, 

teams from the Ohio Valley have 
been preparing for the OV AC swim 
meet. along with regionals and hope­
fully states. 

That first goal can be crossed off 
the list for both Wheeling Park and 
St. Clairsville. 

The Patriots' boys and girls 
earned a sweep in the OV AC big 
school championship, while the Red 
Devils' boys and girls each took 
home the OVAC small school title 
on Saturday at Brooke. 

For the Wheeling Park girls' 
team, it is their third consecutive 
OV AC championshi_p, while the 
Park boys earned thelf fast crown 
since 2009. 

The girls tallied 3 77 points, fol­
lowed by runner-up Morgantown 
(I 99), University (148), John Mar­
shall (130) and Brooke's 128. 

"The girls did a nice job," Park 
coach Pat Durkin said. "A lot of 
times dropped and junior Sarab Heil­
man set a pool record, which was 
pretty awesome. Freshman Abby 
Turner came away with four gold 
medals and she is an awesome 

young lady. She is fun to be around 
but she is all business, too. 

"We had a lot of individual win­
ners on the girls' side. They really 
came out and.swam we1I." 

The Patriots victory on the boys' 
side uprooted the 5-time defendmg 
OV AC champions, Parkersburg 
South. 

The boys recorded 43 I points, 
while Parkersburg South was next 
with 258, followed by Beaver Local 
(24 7), Brooke (204) and Weir 
(196). 

Please see Swimming, Page BS 
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"It was kind of nice to did. They had a goal and 

turn it around on South," thex reached that goal. 
Durkin said. "Last year they 'Now we have a couple 
won decisively and scored a more weeks to get ready for 
lot cif points.. regional.s." 

"Our boys• relay teams White gave Park another 
swam well. One of them got spark in the 200 IM with a 
disqualified and that took a wfn at a time of 2:21.62, 
lot of points away but we while the girls 200 medley 
still had enough to win easi- relay squad of White, Heil­
ly on the big school side." man, Bopp and Turner won 

It was a day to remember with a time of 1:55.41. 
for St Clairsville as both the Junior Charles Schellhase 
boys and girls earned their was the lone victor for the 
first OV AC title in school Park boys but that is all it 
history. took with a strong team per-

The win also knocks the formance, overall 
five-time reigning champi- Schellhase took home the 
ons of Linsly from the top gold in the 500 freestyle in 
spot on the podium. · a lime of 5:08.26. 

"I'm on Cloud 9," St. "Chucky did an outstand-
Clairsvillc coach Ernie ing job swimming," Durkin 
Banks said. "I am so proud said. "Caleb Lucas did a 
of them and so happy for good job and Nick 
them. We've never had an DeFazio's time dropped, 
OV AC championship and too. It's a pleasure because 
it's surprising that it came they do work hard for this." 
against such amazing Freshman Maggie Maro-
schools." dy paced the St. C girls with 

The Red Devils supplied a school record in the 200 
399 points in girls' action, (1:59.33) and a pool record 
as Ltnsly followed with in the 500 (5: 16.95) 
352, Martins Ferry generat- freestyle race. 
ed 342, Wheeling Central 
turned in 144 and Bar- • 
nesville accumulated 63 
points. 
. The boys of St. 
Clairsville took home the 
crown with 429 points, 
ahead of runner-up Linsly 
(221), Martins Ferry (146), 
Edison ( 130) and Wheeling 
Central (67). 

Leading the Park girls to 
their third straight titfe were 
Heilman and Turner. 

. 
Michael D!Betta led the 

boys with a 2:08.24 time in ·, 
the 200 IM, while also I 
anchoring both the 400 
relay (3:33.35) and 200 
relay (1:38.14) squads in 
victory. 

Joining D!Betta on both 
teams were Matthew Mar­
ling, Ethan Banks and 
Nathan Yost 

"Everybody imP.roved," 
Ernie Banks said. 'Marody 
crushed it in the 200 and 
500 and DiBetta was great 
in the IM and butterfly. 

"Ferry was leading for 
awhile in the girls .event but 
our girls just brought it 
home. When the B team got 
fifth overall in the 400 
relay, it was absolutely 
amazing. It's a good day." 

Other local winners I 
include Weir's Wil Visnic 
in the 200 and the 100 but­
terfly, Martins Ferry's Jar­
rett Bolinger in the 100 and 
the 100 breaststroke, 
Linsly's Sinn Longley in the 
100 breaststroke and 
Brooke's Noah Horvath in 
the 100 backstroke. 

Heilman picked up a pool 
record in the 100 butterfly 
with a time of 1 :00.14, 
along with a win in the 100 
backstroke ( I :00.05). Turn­
er also rewrote the record 
books with a new school 
record in the I 00 freestyle 
at a time of 55.09, while 
breaking her own school 
record in the 50 freestyle 
with a mark of 25.24. 

COOPERTIRES' 

Adding to the record day 
for Park was the 400 relay 
squad of senior Victoria 
White, Heilman and fresh­
men Jenna Bopp and Turn­
er, who cloclied in at a 
speedy 3:50.54 pace to 
claim the school record. 

"Victoria and Sarah have 
been here for three years and 
everyone just worked really 
hard for this," Durkin said. 
"They came out and were 
very serious about what they 
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BILL BRUBAKER OVAC S\VIMMING TOURNAMENT 
lat BniobJ 

Boys ........ , 
Wheeling Parll .:J 1, Par\cenbt.lTg South 258, Ba1v11r Local 247, Bntoke 204, Weir 196, Unfvemty 105, John Mar­shall 92, Mor;antown 43, Indian Creak 

32 
Smatl School 

St Cl1!1lmill11 4.29, Un.sly 221, Martina Ferry 146, Edit on 130, Whullng Centnil 67, StM1bflTvil11 4-4, East Uverpool 27, Steubenvllle Centnil 4, Bamnvfll• 2. 
200 Raia!; &!aver Local A iLitt!efon, Snow, Cha ina, Voorhaea), 1:49,84; 

Brooke A (Horvath, Robey, Sludak. Tay­I01 ), 1:50,79; Parkersburg South A (Fletcher, McDuff, Coll!na, Fletcher), 1:52.94; 200 Fni1: Vl.nlc {Weir), 1:51.12; Schellhase (WP), 1:53.08; McOuff (PS), 1:55.69; 200 rM: D!Batto'l (STC), 2:08.24; Horvath (Brk), 2:1L91; Lucas (WP), 2:15.91; 60 Free: Collins {PSI, 22.32; Marllug (STC), 23,97; llttfeton (LBEL 24.41; 100 Buttarfll: Vlanlc !Weir), 65.17; Di8otta (STC. 68.55; Chafins' (LBEL 59.11; 100 frH: Bol!nger IMF), 49.34; Collins (PS), 49.57/· Luc11s ('NP), 52, 14: 500 Free: Sche lhase (WP). 

5:08.26; 811nk.11 (STC), 5:17.89/' Rob11y (Brk), 5:1B.70; 200 Fru Re 11y: St. Clair.11viUe A (Merllng, Bankll, Yost, Dl811tta). 1:38. 14; Wh1111llng Park A {Lucaa, Dague, Schellhase, Seals), 1:38.31; Weir A (Visnic. Beatty, Miller, Hoova-r), 1:40.96; 100 Bacbtroke: Hor­v11th (Brk), 59.02; McDuff (PS)J..59.37; Llltleton !LBE!, 1:00.39; 100 t1r11a1t­atrokll: Bollnger (MFI. 1:01.82; Snow (LBE), 1:08.40; Dague {WP), 1:09.00; 400 
Fr1111 Relay: St Ctalrsv!Ue A {Marling, Banke, Yost, DIBetta), 3:33.35. 

GW. 
Big School 

Whffllng Park 377. Morgantown 199, Unlvaratty-143, John M■rahaU 130, Brooke 128, Beav■r LoeaJ 115, Welr81, Pariu1nburg South BO, Cam.brld~ 33, Indian C,1111k ( 
Small School 

St. Cl■ lrnlll• 399, Umly 352. Martins t=.rry J.42, Wheeling Central 144, Ber­
nnvfU11 83 East Uverpool 44, 

Shlubenvma CffltraI 41, Union Local 11, Edl:aon 10, Steubwwl1111 6 

hour), 1;66.~i St. C!alrsvJHa A (Swlsk, Davenport, MBrody, Smith), 2:01.02; 200 Fm: Marody (STC), 1:59.33; Riggs (MHSI. 2:03.28; Moore (MHSl, 2:04.67; 200 IM; White (WP), 2:21.62; K. Fogle (MF), 2:22.66; Bopp (WP/, 2:28,24; 50 Fraa: Turner !WP), 25.24; Raia (MF), 25.89; McCutchan {UHS), 26.11; 100 Butterfly: Heilmnn (WP), 1:00.14; Mccutchan (UHSI, 1:02.93; K. Fogle {MF), 1:03.93; 100 Free: Turner !WP), 55.09; S. West (Lin), 56.38; Reis (MFJ, 58.43; 500 FrMI: Marody (STC), 5:16.95; Riggs IMHS), 5:30.85; Whlta (WP), 5:39.47; 200 Free Relay: U~sly A (Long• lay, Buff, Lei, S. West), 1.47.22, Mor­oentown A (Pierce, Voorhees, Moore, Rlg_gs). 1:48.46; Martins Ferry A {Will1am.11, J. Fogle, Huber, Reis), 1:50.21; 100 B•clu-troh: Hollman !WP), 1:00.05; S. West (Lin), 1:02.14; Hub11r 
\MF/: _l:~8/J~ ~~ e~~-~~k•,:_t,J~r 

200 R■l,ay: Wheeling Park A {Hell- / man, Bopp, White, Turner), 1:55.41; Llnsly A {Lei, 5. West, Longley, Al(1en-

OVAC Swimming 

OVAC BJD Brubebr6"1mmlngChampl­
. lllllhlp 
(al B!ooka) 

• Big~ 
Whaellng Park 431, -Parkersburg SotJ!h 258, Bemr lo:al 247, Brooo, 204, Woo 196. IJrj. 
"""1y 105, John Mwal 92, ~ 43, nlJan Craelt 32 • 

SmaJIScho61 
SI Clalrsvie 421, lJnsJy 221, t.lms Feny 148, 
El!,oo130,Whe£lir0Ce!<ral87,S-44, Easl llvefpool 27, Steubenville Central 4, 
-2 
200 Relay: &aver Local A {lilllaton, Snow 
°"1il1s, V-1, 1:49.8';Brools,A­Robey, Sludal<: Taylo,I, 1:50.79; Parlerabur1 SOtJlh A (Fletcher, Mcbuff, Colins, Fletdler) 
1>2.94; 200 F1l<: Visrlc (WeirJ, 1S1.1~ Scroll hase {WP), 1 "3.('1; Mclluff rs), 1:55.00; l!Jl( 
IM: DIBella (STC), 2:08 2 ; florva!h IB~), 2:11.91; Lucas (WP), 2:15.91; 50 Free: Colins 

gr!JS; 22.32; Marling (STC), 23.87; LIWelon 
, 2HI; 100 8'rt1Brf>/: '/rs,;,; (Wool 55.17 

(STC), 5<1.55; Ctooos {LBE), 58.11; 11X 
Fraa: Ei IMF), 4934; Con (PS), 49.57, Locas , 52.14: 500 Free: ScroJlhasa , S.1182 : Banks (STC), 5:17.89·, Robay /:I, 5:16.70; 200 Free Ralay: St Clail,\;la A jl,llr• Hng, Banks, Yost, DIBetta), 1:38.14; Wheetin:g Park A (Luca,, Dague, Schellhase, Seals), 
J:lBJJ; Welr A (Vlsii:, Baally, 1,1,_., Hoo/&1, 1 :40.96; 100 Backstroke: florvalh (Brk), 58.02; McOu11 (PS), 59.37; IJttl,101 ILBEl 1"8.39; 100 • Breaststroke: Bofinger (M~), f:01.82; Snow 
ILBE), I "8.40; D- {WP), 1119.00; 400 Fl!, Relay: SL Claosvil• A (Marling, Bank,, Vos\ 
OO!atta). 323.35. 

Gltls 

Bl~ WJ,aeJi P"'1< 377, 139, lJrwer,ily 
148, ~ Marsha/11 , Brooke 128, Beaver Local 115, Weir 81, PaJta;rsrutg 5o.r!h 60, Cam­
brio]e 33, Indian Craelr 4 

Small School 
SI Clw- 399, Unslv 352, Martins Fany 34Z 
'1/hseing c- 144, - 63, EasJ Liv• 
"1J()(J 44. - CenlraJ 41, Unloo lor:aJ 11, Edi50fl 10, Sleubenvllle 6 
200 Re!ay: Whe~ng Park A (Heilman, Bopp, 
l'lruia, TOTlB!), 1.55.41; Unslv A (lo, S. Was\ 
~lay. ~denhour). 1:5664; St Clalrsville A (S"51c ~ Marod),. Srru~I. 2:01~ 200 F1ea: Marody (STCI, 1:5933: A,ggs (MHS), 2.03.28; 1/oora (IAHSJ, 2jj.j.87; 200 IM: While 

~

), 221.62; K. Fo~e IMF), 2:22.66; Bopp 
P), 2:26.24; SO Free: Turner (WP), 25.24; 

(l,'J'), 25.58; 11<:Cu!than i!JHSJ, 26.11: 100 Butterfly: HeJlman {WP), 1:00.14; Mceutch.an 
iUHS), 1:02.93; K. Fogle (MF), 1:03.93; 100 Fr&e: Turner {WP), 55.09; S. Wesl (Im), 58.38; Reis (MF), 58.43; 500 Free: Uarody (STC), 
5:1695; Riggs (MHS). 5:3065; While (WP), 5:3947; 200 Free Reay: Unslv A llmllav, Buff, I.el, s. West), 1:47.,2'2', ~own A (Pierce, 
V°""'"', Moo/a, RSl!l!), 1 :48A5; Mal!ns Fany A j\Wllalro, J. Fogle, Hui:.,. Rels), 1 :56 21 ; 100 Backstroke: Heilman (WP), 1:00.05; S. West 
{Un), 1:02.14il-\!JoBI" (MF}, 1:06.71; 100 ~· stroke: Longley (Lin), 1:10.22; Bopp (WP), 
1:10.51; Davenport /$TC), 1_'.15.22; 400 Free Relay: Whee(rng Park A (Whjte, Bopp, Turner, Hellman), 3·.50.54; Morgaritowri A (Moore, 
Voorhees, Pierce, RQn), 3:55.16; Mertfns Ferry 
Aµ. Fogle, K. FogJe,WJ'l\ Reis). 3:56.69. 
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St. Clairsville, Wheeling Park swimmers sweep 
By CODY TOMER 
For The nmes Leader 

WELLSBURG - All season, teams 
from the Ohio Valley have been prepar­
ing for the OV AC swim meet, along with 
regionals and hopefully states. 

That first goal can be crossed off the 
list for both Wheeling Park and St. 
Clairsville. 

It was a day to remember for St. 
Clairsville as both the boys and girls 
earned their first OV AC title in school 
history. • 

The win also knocks the five-time 
reigning champions of Linsly from the 
top spot on the podium. 

'Tm on Cloud 9," SL Clairsville coach 
Ernie Banks said. "I am so proud of them 
and so happy for them. We've never had 
an OV AC championship and it's surpris­
ing that it came against such amazing 
schools." 

The Red Devils supplied 399 points in 
girls' action. as Linsly followed with 
352, Martins Ferry generated 342, 
Wheeling Central turned in 144 and Bar­
nesville accumulated 63 points. 

The boys of St. Clairsville took home 
the crown with 429 points, ahead of run­
ner-up Linsly (22 I), Martins Ferry (146 \, 
Edison (130) and Wheeling Central (67). 

Freshman, Maggie Marody paced the 
St. C girls with a school record in the 200 
(1:59.33) and a pool record in the 500 
(5: I 6.95 )'freestyle race. 

Michael DiBetta led the boys with a 
2:08.24 time iu the 200 IM, while also 
anchoring both the 400 relay (3:33.35) 
and 200 relay ( I :38.14) squads in victo­
ry. 

Joining DiBctta on hoth teams were 
Matthew Marling, Ethan Banks and 
Nathan Yost. 

"Everybody improved," Ernie Banks 
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girls each took home the OV AC small 
school title on Saturday at Brooke. 

For the Wheeling Park girls' team, it is 
their third consecutive OV AC cbampi: 
onship, while the Park boys earned their 
first crown since 2009. 

The girls tallied 377 points, followed 
by runner-up Morgantown (199), Univer­

.. sity (148), John Marshall (130) and 
Brooke's 128. 

"The girls did a nice job," Park coach 
Pat Durkin said. "A lot of times dropped 
and junior Sarah Heilman set a pool 
record, which. was pretty awesome, 
Freshman Abby Turner cwne away with 
four gold medals and she is an awesome 
young lady. She is fun to be around but 
she is all business, too . 

"We had a lot of individual winners on 
the girls' side. They really came out and 
swam well." 

The Patriots victory on the boys' side 
uprooted the 5-time defending OV AC 
champions, Parkersburg South. 

The boys recorded 431 points, while 
Parkersburg South was next with 258, 
followed by Beaver Local (24 7), Brooke 

. (204) and Weir (196). 
"It was kind of nice to turn it around on 

South," Durkin said. "Last year they won 
decisively and scored a lot of points. 

"Our boys' relay teams swam well. 

Photo/CODY lOMER 
MARTINS FERRY'S Jarrett Bolinger swims to a championship iri the 100 
breaststroke Saturday at Brooke High School. He won two tltles. 

One of them got disqualified and that 
took a lot of points away but we still bad 
enough to win easily on the big school 
side." 

said. "Marody crushed it in the 200 and 
500 and DiBetta was great in the IM and 
butterfly. 

"Ferry was leading for awhile in the 
girls event but our girls just brought it 
home. When the B team got fifth overall 
in the 400 relay, it was absolutely amaz­
ing. It's a good day." 

Other local winners include Weir's Wll 

Visnic in the 200 and the 100 butterfly, ~acting the Park_ girls to their third 
Martins Ferry's Jarrett Bolinger in the strai~t title '."'ere Heilman and Turo~r. 
100 and the 100 breaststroke, Linsly's Heilman picked up a 1;'001 record m the 
Sian Longley in the 100 breaststroke and I 00 buUerfly '."'lt_b a time of I :00.14, 
Brooke's Noah Horvath in the 100 back- along with a wm m the I 00 backstroke 
stroke. . (1:00.05). Turner also rewrote the 1:""onl 

The Patriots' boys and girls earned a books w1tb a new school record m t_be 
sweep in the OVAC big school cbampi- 100 freestyle at a time of 55.09, while 
onship, while the Red Devils' boys and See, SWIMMERS. Page 82 



Photo/CODY TOMER ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Katelynn Davenport competes 
Saturday at Brooke High School. 

• Swimmers 
Continued from Page 81 

breaking her own school 
record in the 50 freestyle 
with a mark of 25.24. 

Adding to the record day 
for Park was the 400 relay 
squad of senior Victoria 
White, Heilman and fresh­
men Jenna Bopp and Turn­
er, who clocked in at a 
speedy 3:50.54 pace to 
claim the school record. 

"Victoria and Sarah have 
been here for three years 
and everyone just worked 
really hard for this," Durkin 
said. "They came out and 
were very serious about 
what they did. They had a 
goal and they reached that 
goal. 

"Now we have a couple 
more weeks to get ready for 
regionals." 

White gave Park aoother 
spark in the 200 IM with a 
win at a time of 2:21.62, 
while the girls 200 medley 
relay squad of White, Heil­
man, Bopp and Turner won 
with a time of I :55.41. 

Junior Charles Schell­
hase was the Jone victor for 
the Park boys but that is all 
it took with a strong team 
performance, overall. 

Schellhase took home the 
gold in the 500 freestyle in 
a time of 5:08.26. 

"Chuck)' did an outstand­
ing job swimming," Durkin 
said. 

"Caleb Lucas did a good 
job and Nick DeFazio's 
time dropped, too. H's a 
pleasure because they do 
work hard for this." 



Photo/CODY TOMER 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Michael DiBebetta competes in the 200 IM on Saturday 
at the OVAC Bill Brubaker Swimming Championships at Brooke High School. 
DIBetta, a senior, won the event with a time of 2:08.24. He was seeded first In 
the event, as well as second in the 100 Fly. 

Pholo/COOY TOMER 

MARTINS FERRY'S Rylee Reis works In the 100 Free on Saturday at the 
OVAC Bill Brubaker Swimming Championships at Brooke High School. Reis 
finished third In the event with a time of 56.43. For complete coverage of both 
the boys and girls action, see Monday's edition of The Times Leader. 



·ovAc swim 
titles to be 
handed out 
on Saturday-
By SETH STASKEY. 
Tim~s Leader Sports Editor 

MARTINS FERRY - Toe Ohio Val­
ley Athletic Conference winter champi­
onships kick into full swing this weekend. 

With the wrestling tournament ongoing 
at WesBanco Arena, area swimmers will 
be on the deck at Brooke High School, 
starting at JO am. Saturday at the annual 
Bill Brubaker OV AC Swim Champi­
onship. 

Toe field is comprised of the. top 30 
individual qualifiers in each event and all 
relay teams. The field is gathered by 
virtue of times posted during the course of 
the season. 

As has been the case the last few sea­
sons, the meet will be divided into two 
classes as it pertalris to the team scoring. 
Toe 5A schools will compete by them­
selves, while the remaining four classes 
will be combined into one division. 

Cast in the role of ~-----~ 
defending champi­
ons are Parkersburg 
South and Llnsly on 
the boys side along 
with Wheeling Park 
and Martins Ferry 
on the girls' side. 
All four teams -
along with several 
others - expect to 
be back in con­
tention this week- L--------' 
end. 

Toe Class 1N4A division is actually 
shaping up like a three-horse race on the 
girls side and a two-team battle on the 
boys. 

Linsly, which owns 59 conference titles 
in the pool, St. Clairsville and Martins 
Ferry all boast highly competitive and rel­
atively deep squads. On top of that, all 
three qualified well for this weekend's 
meet, putting them in prime position to 
make a run at the top trophy. 

According to Cadets head coach Bill 
Brubaker, he believes St Clairsville is the 
clear favorite on the boys' side. 

"St. Clairsvllle's talent and depth has 
them the favorite if you look at how many 
swimmers they have seeded to score," 
Brubaker S/Ud. "I believe us and Martins 
Ferry will be locked in a close meet for 
the runner-up position." 

Toe Red Devils received a boost with 
the return of former OV AC champion 
Michael DiBetta. He sat out last se.ason 
and has returned impressively. He owns 
the top seed by some IO seconds In the 
200 individual medley and is second in 
the 100 fly. 

A ln.-.n- ,.,ifh TYill"'tt" th"" D ... rl n...uil<>' 



By SETH STASKEY. 
iim~s Leader Sports Editor 

MARTINS FERRY - The Ohio Val­ley Athletic Conference winter champi­onships kick into full swing this weekend. With the wrestling tournament ongoing at WesBanco Arena, area swimmers will be on the deck at Brooke High School, starting at IO a.m. Saturday at the annual Bill Brubaker OVAC Swim Champi­onship. 
The field is comprised of the top 30 individual qualifiers in each eveni and all relay teams. The field is gathered by virtue of times posted during the course of the season. 
As has been the case the last few sea­sons, the meet will be divided into two classes as it pertains to the team scoring. The SA schools will compete by them­selves, while the remaining four classes will be combined Into one division. Cast in the role of ~-----~ defending champi­

ons are Parkersburg 
South and Llnsly on 
the boys side along with Wheeling Park 
and Martins Ferry on the girls' side. 
All four teams -
along with several 
others - expect to 
be back in con-tention this week- .__ _____ _. end. 

The Class I N4A division is actually shaping up like a three-horse race on the girls side and a two-team battle on the boys. . 
Linsly, which owns 59 conference titles in the pool, St. Clairsville and Martins , Ferry all boast highly competitive and rel­atively deep squads. On top of that, all three qualified well for this weekend's meet, putting them in prime position to make a run at the top trophy. According to Cadets head coach Bill Brubaker, he believes St Clairsville is the clearflivorite on the boys' side. "St. Clairsville's talent and depth bas them the favorite if you look at bow many swimmers they have seeded to score," Brubaker said. "I believe us and Martins Ferry will be Jocked in a close meet for the runner-up position." 

The Red Devils received a boost with the return of former OV AC champion Michael DiBetta. He sat out last s~ason and has returned impressively. He owns the top seed by some IO seconds in the 200 individual me\fley and ls second in the JOO fly. • 
Along with DiBetta, the Red Devils' Matthew Marling is the second seed in the 50 freestyle and the St. C. 200 medley team, 200 f,;ee and 400 free team are seeded second as well. All told, the Red Devils have at least one entrant seeded in the top five of nine events. • "To be able to have a chance against 

.. See, OVAC, Page 82 



•OVAC 
Continued from Page 81 

programs like Linsly and 
Martins Feny is something 
we strive each and every 
year," St. C. head coach 
Ernie Banks said. "I believe 
this is going to be a close 
team race and it may not be 
decided until the 400 free 
relay is completed." 

Banks, who saw his team 
claim the Buckeye 8 cham­
pionship on l'4onday, has 
been pleased with the 
progress his team has made 
since the start of the cam­
paign. 

"We've grown into a 
strong team," Banks admit­
ted. "We're in the best posi­
tion, as a whole, that I've 
ever seen us. We will need 
to have our best day of the 
year, so far, this weekend." 

While much of the focus 
is on the top entrants in 
each event, the depth plays 
a role, too. For instance, St. 
Clairsville qualified its 'B' 
relay in all three events and 
are in scoring position in 
both the 200 and 400 free 
relays. 

Martins Ferry, mean­
while, doesn't have the 
depth of St. C. or Linsly. 
But, the Purple Riders fea­
ture a quality cast on the 
boys' side. ·sophomore 
standout Jarrett Bollinger 
leads the way. After claim­
ing a conference title last 
season, he's back as the top 
seed in the 100 free at 
50.25. He's also the top 
qualifier in the 100 breast 
at 1 :05.82. 

"We are looking to swim 
up from our seed times and 
continue to improve," Ferry 
head coach Nick Levi said. 
"The team has worked 
extremely hard this season 
and the OV AC entry times 
reflect that work. We hope 
this meet is able to spring­
board us to a strong finish 
(to the season)." 
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(500 free), Brooke's Noah themselves in order to give Horvath (I 00 back), us a chance." Brooke (200 medley relay) The Red Devils boast and Parkersburg South nary a top seed, but 'fresh-(200 free relay). man Maggie Marody is sec-GIRLS ond in the 200 and 500 Martins Ferry and freestyles. All told, St. C. is Wheeling Park captured the seeded within the top five top trophies last season and in five events. both expect to be right in Linsly, which owns a contention once again. conference-best 11 female The Purple Riders put crowns, expects to give the forth a very impressive two Eastern Ohio squads all showing last winter en they want once again. route to scoring the most "It's going to be close points overall in .the meet. between all three teams," Much of that cast returns Brubaker said. "It will play for Levi's team. out based on how the swim-Despite ~--------~ mers from have the bulk Want More? those three of that nucle- teams place, us back, noth- Team pictures of but the also ing is taken area partcipating by the separa-for granted tion between once the first squads can be them from splash is found on Page 86 other schools. made. It would be an "We can 
only control what we do in 
our lanes," Levi said. "We 
have no affect on what the 
other teams may do. Hav­
ing said that, we have a lot 
of competitors on our team 
and W<t're looking forward 
to competing. We will let 
the chips fall where they 
may." 

The Riders have nary a 
top seed in the field, but 
they boast a top-five entrant 
in nine events. Included in 
that is senior standout 
Rylee Reis, who is seeded 
second in the 100 free and 
third in the shorter version. 

Feny's 200 free relay is 
also seeded second and just 
tenths of a second behind 
Linsly. 

St. Clairsville, which 
won the Buckeye 8 earlier 
this week, features depth 
and versatility, according to 
Banks. 

"We've developed into a 
sturdy, durable roster," 
n,.,...1," n~!...I Ul'7_...,_ .C--"1-. 

interesting 
meet if it were just these 
three teams.u 

Linsly is led by a top­
five seed in seven eventst. 
Included is the top mark in 
the 200 free relay. Senior 
Sydney West is one to 
watch in the l 00 back­
stroke along with Sian Lon­
gley in the l 00 breast­
stroke. The Cadets' 200 
medley relay is also seeded 
second. 

Wheeling Park's girls, 
who won the Class AAA 
state title last winter, appear 
primed to make it three 
consecutive conference 
titles in the big-school race. 
Coach Pat Durkin' s team 
features the top seed in six 
events. 

Included are Victoria 
White (200 IM), Abby 
Turner (I 00 free), Sarah 
Heilman (I 00 back), Jenna 
Bopp (JOO breast), 200 
medley relay and the 400 
·free relay. 
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