By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writar

The annuat Ohio Valley Athletic Con-
ference soccer championships will begin
Monday and continue through the finals
on Saturday. The boys and girls fields are
broken down to the top four teams in each
Class 1A-3A, Class 4A and Class 5A.

Semifinal matches will take place Mon-
day, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursda
at the higher seeded team’s home field; Aﬁ
matches have 5 p.m. starts.

The bays’ chnmipui]onshjp finals will be
contested at Wheeling Island Stadium at
10 am. (5A), noon (1A-3A) and 2 pm
(4A). The girls' finals will be held at Red

OVAC Soccer tourne

Class 4A beginning the day at 10 a.m. 7:30
Class 5A is set for noon and Class 1A-3A Whee

a2 pm.
ON THE boys™ side, Steu-
benville Catholic (1A-3A),

Steubenville (4A) and Wheel-
ing Park (5A) are the defending
champions.

The top-seeded Crusaders will
be seeking their fourth consec-
utive title. They have captured
six of the last seven champion-
ships since the format change
from divisions to classes and will host Central
fourth-seeded Caldwell on
other semifinal pits No. 2

Linsly and No.

y kicks off Monday

Devil Stadium in St. Clairsville, with the 3 Wheeling Central, aiso on Meonday at
%.nnl at the 16th Street Field in East
g

In Class 4A, Big Red is the fourth seed
and will trek to Morgantown to
meet No. 1 University on Tuesday.
A night later, No. 2 Wheeling Park
hosts third-seeded Indian Creek..
In Class 5A, top-seeded Beaver
Local entertains No. 4 Oak Glen on
Monday. Second-seeded East Liv-
erpool welcomes No. 3 Harrison
Central on Wednesday,
IN GIRLS action, Wheeling
(Class 1A-3A), Oak Glen (4A)
Meonday. The and Wheeling Park (5A) are the defending
Ses, OVAC, Page C2

ST. CLAIRSVILLE
opens OVAC
Soccer play on
Thursday with a
semifinal against
Beaver Local.
Senior Alyssa Otto
is the Red Devils
leader and will be
looking to help
lgguide the Davils
ack to the confer-
ence title game.
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Continued from Page B1
the
Patriots failed to make this

champs. However,

year's event.

The top-seeded Marcon

Knights host No. 4 Steuben-
ville Catholic on Tuesday
before No. 3 Madonna trav-

—— -

third-seeded Beaver Local
on Thursday in a rematch of
their Buckeye 8 champion-
ship match last week won by
the Red Devils, 1-0,

els to second-seeded Linsly
on Thursday.

In Class 4A, the No. 1
Golden Bears welcome
fourth-seeded Harrison

Central on Tuesday, with
No. 2 5t. Clairsville hosting

In Class 5A, a new titlist
is assured as Parkersburg

South earned the No. 1 seed
and will host fourth-seeded
Indian Creek on Tuesday.
University, the second seed,
eniertains third-seeded Mor-
gantown on Thursday,



Linsly
celebrates
after

Cadets Win First
OVAC Title Since 2014

By JOSH STROPE
Sports Editor
G — -For three straig,ht
seasons, the Linsly boys soccer team has
come up short against Steubenville Cathgo-
lic in the OVAC Class 3A/1A final.
Three straight years of disappointment
"and frustration.

No more.

Linsly exEloded for four goals in
the second half — three coming in a
three-minute span late — as the Cadets
~t the monkey off their backs and ended
Sigubenville Catholic’s stranglehold on

Lins Solves Steub. Catholic

the OVAC trophy with a 5-1 victory Sat-
urday at Wheeling Island Stadium.,
“This is a big monkey off our back and

a lot of our guys, especially our seniors, .

played with a little bit of a chip on their
shoulders,” Linsly coach Greg Martin
said. “Three years in a row (Steubenville
Catholic) bas walked away the better
team

“We kind of made it a priority. It was
our main %oul this year to bring this cham-
pionship back home so it meant a lot to
us,”

For senior captain Chaz
was a feeling of redemption.
As the Cadets poalie, he has been the
victim of Crusaders goals during that run.

Please see Linsly, Page C5
B

Ghaphery, it

Knights Win 2nd Str

By KIM NORTH
For the News-Repister

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
You kniow what they say
about paybacks. Wheel-
ing Central delivered one
Saturday afternoon.

Kenadee Wa con-
tinued her torrid scoring
pace and Jairika Baylor
wias . splendid between
the pipes as the Maroon
Knights went back-to-
back Saturday afterncon
with a 2-0 blanking of No.
2 Linsly in the Ohio Val-
lePJ Athletic Conference
Class 1A/3A girls soccer
championship match on
the artificial pitch inside
Red Devil Stadium,

“This is the game of

‘the year for both schools,”

Wheeling Central coach
Julie Barack said. “They
(Linsly) can’t go any fur-
ther than OVACs. We can
£0 to states, but it doesn’t
matter. This is- what mat-
ters to us. The girls are
friends .>. both teams, and
sometimes it’s tough to
pla}y]' against your friends
with something at stake
like this, but it was a good
game.”

Wayt scored her 1031d
goal In the 5O0th minute
after the two rivals bat-
tled through a scoreless
first half. Her 104th tal-
Iy came late in the 76th
minute following a gold-

Wheelin
1A73

en opportunity by the Ca-
dets moments earlier.
Wayt dribbled the ball
down the left sidelines
to deep into the box. Her
left-footed laser biast
went off the fingers of
Linsly goalkeeper Johni
Lech and into the net,
“The old school record
was 88 and she has flown
ast that,” Barack said.
She got her 100th re-
cently. She’s not done and
I'm excited to see how
many she ends up with.

Central enjoys a momen
A OgVAC titte at Red Devil Stadhom.,

Phato by Kim North

t after capturing the

She’s an incredible Iplilay-
er who is fun to coach and
fun to watch. I'm glad she
is on my team,” .

Linsly’s Faith Paull
had given her team and
fans a ray of hope when
she went down the right
side of the field before
unleashing a blast that
Baylor smothered with
no rebound. She finished
with 12 stops.

Please see Knights,
Page C4
|

aight Title
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“She didn’t start playing soccer
until August,” Barack said of Bay-
lor, who is also a shortstop/third
baseman for the three-time state
champion Maroon Knights soft-
ball squad. “In fact, she joined the
squad a little later in the season, so
she wasn’t even eligible to play un-
til the season had been going for a
wiile.

“She's a phenomenal softball
player whom isn’t afraid of div-
ing around. We can work with that
and she has that attitude that she
isn’t afraid of anything or anyone.
She actually hasn’t played in goal
for a while because she injured a
hand during the Bishops Cup a few
weeks back. She hyper-extended
her fingers so we saved her for to-
day,

“The first time she ever played
a full game as keeper was against
Linsly the first time. So we told her
in the first half learn how to be a
goalie and in the second half use
what you learned.” )

Linsly just couldn’t put anything
together at the offensive end of the
field.

“I'm proud of my girls. They
played their hearts out and didn’t
leave anything on the field,” Ca-
dets coach Darryl Crews allowed.
“Sometimes it turns out that way,”

“They are a great team and have
a preat coach,” Barack said of
Linsly. “We've been looking for-
ward to this game. We should’'ve
played them about a week-and-a-
half ago, but the weather condi-
tions wouldn't allow us. We had
to cancel. This was long overdue
and both teams wanted to play pri-

or to (Saturday) but T think it ac-
tually worked into our favor today
because we had a gameplan based
upon what we saw the first time.

“The girls played their hearts
out. Both teams did. It was a bat-
tle from the opening whistle. What
was it 30 seconds after the start be-
fore there was a free kick?”

Lech had nine saves.

Class 5A
Parkersburg South 3
University 1

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - The se-
niors on the Parkersburg South
girls’ soccer team had never beaten
their West Virginia Class AAA 1i-
val University High on the soccer
field in their four years.

However, that all changed within
a 2-hour time span Saturday after-
noon on the artificial pitch inside
Red Devil Stadium when the No, 1
seeded Patriots (13-0-2) defeated
the second-seeded Hawks to cap-
ture the school’s first Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference championship
in the sport.

“We’ve been a bridesmaid to Uni-
versity two of the last three years
in the championship game, so I
guess this is a bittersweet one for
the girls to finally break through
and beat them,” Parkersburg South
head coach Ron Bucholtz said.
*This group had never beaten Unj-
versity until today. We've had
some tight ones with them in the
OVAC championships and some
regular season games and they've
had some lop-sided wins, but it's
always been a tight battle.

“We played to a 0-0 deadlock ear-
lier this season at their place,” he

added. “They are a quality pro-
gram and (coaches) Kat (Devlin)
and Graham (Peace) do a great job
coaching that group.

“They’ve got a good team and, ob-
viously, they are a quality oppo-
nent. I'm very proud of the way my
girls played.”

Callie Leasure’s kick from 35
yards out that sailed just over the
outstretched arms of University
goalkeeper Corinne Grabow and
into the net for the first score of the
game. Jordan Huffman assisted on
the net-finder that came in the 25th
minute,

The Patriots avoided trouble ear-
ly in the second haif when defend-
er Kathryn Bowers headed a ball
away from deep in the box follow-
ing a Hawks’ corner kick.

Nearly 15 minutes later, Univer-
sity was whistled for a hand-ball
in the box that resulted in a pen-
alty kick. Leasure sent a laser to
the left of a diving Grabow, who
just missed deflecting it away. The
scoreboard read 2-0 in the 59th
minute,

University sliced the deficit in
half just two minutes later when
the Patriots were guilty of a hand-
ball in the box. Stephanie Chmiel
went fow along the rug into the left
corner past a diving Parkersburg
South goalkeeper Kendall Mader
and into the cage.

Parkersburg South sealed the
deal on a beautiful play in the 65th
minute. Huffman took what Bu-
choltz thought was a terrible long
shot that Charley Taylor outleaped
Grabow for and headed into the
net. '
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He even let the first one in, a goal by
Juan Miguel Gonzalez in the fourth min-
He, But that was it and his teammates

tcked him up.

As the trophy was presented, Ghaphery

'bbed a hold of it and rarely let it go,

ing it and screaming in excitement.
“his means the werld, especially for
1iors that have lost three in a row,”
hery said. “Having this victory un-
ur belts is huge and we loved every
te of it. The team has been working
2ar for this.
; feels fantastic. We have created a
¢ rivairy against Steubenville Cath-
They have embarrassed me for two
i in a row so finally getting this win
% amazing. 1 have been stressing out
veek and going into the game, it was
eal and I didn’t even know what was

mw

happening. Just working hard, team was
working hard. I was on the moon.”

Linsly was able to tie it before half on
a goal by Jackson Gilbert.

In the second half, it was all Cadets.

The Linsly defense locked down and
Steubenville Catholic (7-3-1) and al-
lowed two shots in the final 40 minutes.

Linsly (9-2-1) broke the tie as Will
Carson ook a perfect through bait from
Diego Solano and beat Steubenville
Catholic netminder Travis Shore in the
55th minute,

With Steubenville Catholic pressing
late and trying to get the equalizer, Linsly
took advantage of the situation.

Solano had one of the most impressive
goals you will see, deking a pair of Cru-
saders defenders, then as Shore came out
to challenge, went around him and placed

-up and it was a huge priority.”

the ball into the empty net for an insur-
ance goal in the 75th minute.

Less than two minutes later, Felipe
Garcia lobbed a shot over Shore to make
it4-1.

Solano added his second less than a
minute later.

“They were pushing to try and get
something and we caught them on the
counter and it worked out in our favor,”
Martin said. “Diego, Felipe, had some
nice goals. They are a talented team and
great kids to coach. I am thrilled for these
seniors that they finally get to grab that
trophy.

“This is our only trophy we play for.
We have a couple big games coming up,
we have a prep tournament coming up,
but is the only actual trophy we get to lift

-

For Steubenville Catholic, all good:
things have to come to an end, but Coach
Steve Kopcha knows how impressive of a_
run his team had gone on, g

“Linsly did a great job, we did a great
job, but once they got that second goal,
we had 1o try to make some adjustments,
to tie it up and it left us exposed in the
backfield,” Kopcha said. “Whether it was’
2-1 or 5-1, we needed to do something:
to tie it up and it just didn’t happen. A
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great team like Linsly was able to take -

advantage. .
“It has been an exceptional run, Linsly

£
r

got us in the very beginning, but we were '~

able to run off the next few years. It is_
a great rivalry and we are very proud of
the three in a row we did get. We have to
try and
year.” ,

2o out and start a new streak next -
=}
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_Oak Glen Defeats Beaver

By KIM NORTH
For the News-Register
ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
I’s been said that prac-
tice makes perfect. Oak
" Glen girls’ soccer coach

Ryan Wells is a firm be-

liever in that.

In the final practice
"“before Saturday morn-
ing’s Ohio Valley Ath-
- letic Conference Class
4A championship game,
Wells had his Golden
Bears practice penalty
kicks in a shootout form.
Less than 24 hours later,
that extra work pajd off.

In a game that featured

80 minutes of regulation

play, a pair of S-minute

overtime sessions and

nine penalty kicks in the

. shootout, Oak Glen suc-

. cessfully defended its ti-
“tle.

When

senior Natalje

Szpyrka tickled the twine

. with the first shot of the

-, 10th round in the second

- shootout, the top-seeded
- Golde Bears (12-1) had

. a second straight cham-

pionship with a hard-

“« earned, 2-1, nod over No.
"3 seed Beaver Local (9-5)

. on the artificial pitch in-
. side Red Devil Stadium.
“It’s funny because
" we replicated the same
. exact thing at the end of
practice (Friday) and we
tied the first round. So,
we go to a second-round
shootout right at the end
of practice before I dis-
. missed the girls,” Wells

-, said,

“We went over it (Fri-
~day). It was a smooth

““transition and the girls

" knew what to do.”
Szpyrka beat Beavers’
goalkeeper Jackie Francis
with a shot inside the post
to her right. That gave
the Golden Bears an in-
surmountable 6-4 advan-
tage with only one Beaver
Local player remaining
to shoot. The game-win-
ning goal went to fresh-
man Kamy Burton whose
shot to the left of a diving
Francis trickled off her
fingers and into the cage.
“Not really, but kind
of sort of,” Wells said
when asked whether this
title meant more than last
year. “Whenever you win
a championship the
way we won if, you hate

to see a team lose. Beaver
Local, from the beginning
of this year has played so
well. It has gotten so much
stronger, as well as we
have. A pame like today
you really don’t see a win-
ner or a loser. You hate to
see the way it ends up, but
any time you can win back-
to-back it's a good year.”

Oak Glen goalkeeper
Kaylee Travis stood tall
between the pipes. She fin-
ished with 10 saves.

“Kaylee just had nerves
of steel,” Wells said of his
junior poalkeeper. “That’s
the type of kid she is and
the type of family she
comes from. All of these
Kids are like that. We talked
to her (before the shootout)
and she was nervous. it's
only her second or third
year player soccer. She
came up with huge saves.
Any time you put a keeper
in a position like that and
she comes up with huge
saves by getting any piece
of a body part on the ball
is a good day. She came up
with 4-5 really good saves
in the shootout.”

Oak Glen led 1-0 when
Brooklyn Loveland pound-
ed home a penaity kick in
the 34th minute. That goal
would stand up until late in
the match.

With  time  winding
down, Beaver Local’s Ri-
ley Britt sent a corner kick

Photo by Klm North
Beaver Local’s Emily Monte (32) and Oak Glen’s Madl
Hawkey battle for possession of the ball during the OVA.
Class 4A title game,

towards the net that team-
mate Jenna Riccardo head-
ed into the net in the 75th
minute. ,

Francis denied Qak
Glen’s high-scoring Mag-
gie Koviacik with a diving
save in the first OT, while
the Beaver had two golden
scoring opportunities in the
second extra session. Britt
attempted a penalty kick
after Leah Pancake was in-
jured while being tripped
in the box. Britt's shot car-
omed off the cross-bar and
came right back to her, but
her header sailed jost over
top of the cage.

The teams were dead-
locked at 2 after the first
10 shooters and Oak Glen
quickly grabbed the mo-
mentum as Taylor Allison,
Jillian Williams and Bur-
ton found the net before
Szpyrka ended it.

Francis also recorded 10
saves,

“I think all of the girls
would agree that we didn’t
glay our best soccer today,

ut they continued working
hard and got themselves
back in the game in the sec-
ond helf late,” Beaver Lo-
cal coach Elizabeth Connor
said.

“We left some things out
there on the field that we
needed to finish. I think
we'll Jearn from that
heading into the postsea-
son.”

Wheeling Park’s Coleman Meredith (9) and Uniy
possession during the OVAC Soccer Tournament

af Wheeling Island Stadium,

Biafora, Universi
Wheeling Park I

By JOSH STROFE
Sports Editor

WHEELING — University's Joseph Biafo-
ra will be playing for West Virginia University
next fall — and for good reason.

He is one of, if not the, to
state. With an OVAC Class S}E
ance, he showed wlg.

Biafora scored the game-winning goal, a
header in overtime, as the Hawks stunned Park,
1-0, in the Class 5A final at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

It is the second straight OVAC champion-
ship for University.

It feels great and we are still in the emotion
right now and it hasn’t sunk in yet,” Univer-
sity coach Dustin Talton said. “T"am proud of
these guys and their perseverance, We have
been winning, but we have had to work through
some stuff as a group,

“It is a big positive for us to persevere and 1
thought we played an excellent game.”

‘The two teams met a monith ago on the same
field and University was victorious, a lopsided
51 trjumph.

This time around, the teams were more even-
ly matched.

The Patriots (11-4) and Hawks (11-0) had
the same nurnber of shots on goal. Time of pos-
session was nearly identical, ’%he score was 0-0
after BO minutes of plzi:\if.

Fortunately for the Hawks, it is hard to keep
an exceptional player like Biafora off the score-
board and when his team needed him most, he
carme through.

A litle more than three minutes into the first
overtime session, University gained a throw-in
deep in Park termitory.

Mason Shockley gained possession and sent
a perfect cross into the box.

Biaforafl;arﬁed high and hieaded the ball past
Wheeling Pay %o_ahe Zach Cnivert and the cel-
ebration iafora threw off his shirt and
Was mol by his teamnmates at midfield.

The celebration may have been too much as
he was assessed a red card afterward.

“Every time we li‘l:ly them, it gets more end
more challenging,” Talton said. * aneutral
standpoint, it was a great game to be a part of. It
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towards the net that team-
mate Jenna Riccardo head-
ed into the net in the 75th
minute, _

Francis denied Qak
Glen’s high-scoring Mag-
gie Kovlacik with a diving
save in the first OT, while
the Beaver had two golden
scoring opportunities in the
second extra session. Britt
attempted a penalty Kick
after Leah Pancake was in-
jured while being tripped
in the box. Britt's shot car-
omed off the crass-bar and
came right back to her, but
her header sailed just over
top of the cage.

The teams were dead-
locked at 2 after the first
10 shooters and Oak Glen
quickly grabbed the mo-
mentum as Taylor Allison,
Jillian Williams and Bur-
ton found the net before
Szpyrka ended it.

Francis also recorded 10
saves,

“I think all of the girls
would agree that we didn't
Elay our best soccer today,

ut they continued working
hard and got themselves
back in the game in the sec-
ond half late,” Beaver Lo-
cal coach Elizabeth Connor
said.

“We left some things out
there on the field that we
needed to finish. I think
we'll learn from that
heading into the postsea-
son.”

£

Phote by Josh Strope
Wheeling Park’s Coleman Meredith (9) and Unliversity’s Joseph Blafora battle for
possession during the OVAC Soccer Tournament Class 5A champlonship Saturday
at Wheeling Island Stadium.

’

Biafora, University Stun
Wheeling Park In Overtime

By JOSH STROPE
Sports Editor

WHEELING — University’s Joseph Biafo-
ra will be playing for West Virginia University
next fall — and for good reason.

He is one of, if not the, tcig
state. With an OVAC Class 5
ance, he showed wk{ﬁ.

Biafora scored the game-winning goal, a
header in overtime, as the Hawks stunned Park,
étgdx in the Class 5A final at Wheeling Island

um.

layers in the
t?tle in the bal-

was exciting to be a part of.

“Tt was a oal. We have great senior
leadership. Mason Shockley put the ball in on
the wing and he is another guy we rely heavily
on. Him taking it upon himself to go down in
the corner and play that cross to another guy we
count on, as a coach, that makes my job easy
when those guys put that effort.

“For (Biafora), to keep his composure and
his head, because he missed a shot at the end
of regulation, his head was down. He made the
next one count and that was a good moment for

It is the second straight OVAC champion- him.

ship for University.

It feels great and we are still in the emotion
right now and it hasn't sunk in yet,” Univer-
sity coach Dustin Talton said. “T am proud of
these guys and their perseverance. We have
been winning, but we have had to work through
some sfuff as a group.

“It is a big positive for us to persevere and |
mﬂ_lqﬁht we played an excellent game.”

c two teams met a month ago on the same
field and University was victorious, a lopsided
5-1 triumph.

This time around, the tearns were more even-
ly matched.

The Patriois (11-4) and Hawks (11-0) had
the same number of shots on %:gl Time of pos-
session was nearly identical. score was 0-0
after 80 minuies of pl:g.

Fortunately for the Hawks, it is hard to keep
an exceptional player like Biafora off the score-
board and when his team needed him most, he
came through.

A lifle more than three minutes into the first
overtime session, University gained a throw-in
deep in Park termitory.

Mason Shockley gained possession and sert
a perfect cross into the box.

Biafora | high and headed the ball past
Wheelin %oahe Zach Calvert and the cel-
ebration begin. Biafora threw off his shirt and
was mobbed by his teamrmates at midfield.

The celebration may have been too much as
he was assessed 2 red card afterward.

“Every time we q}gly them, it gets more and
more challenging,” Talton said. “From a neutral
standpoint, it was a great game to be a part of. It

Wheeling Park had its chances, the best com-
ing on a Jason Pennybacker header that was just
wide in the 64th minute. Vincent Baver had a
point blank shot on University goalie Justin Par-
sons, but was denied in the final minutes.

Parsons made nine saves,

T thought we played a whale of a game,
played with a lot of energy and had agame plan
to defend Joe Biafora and Mason and we man-
aged and handled them really well,” Wheeling
Park coach Mario Julian said. “We had a really
strong first half and we easily could have had a
few goals, Early in the second half, we really
needed to put one away.

“The Ionﬁer that game went on, they stat-
ed to get a little bit of momentum the last 15
minutes of regulation. We batled hard and we
know they are the class of the state. It is going to
be a tough road, but [ am proud of the way the
Kids played.”

University thought it had broken the tie in the
57th minute, but a goal by Tyler Blohm was
called back because of offsides.

Calvert made seven saves for the Patriots,
‘év[t)l? lnm still seeking their first OVAC title since

“We had several chances to win that game,
but it came down to a beawtiful goal by Joe
Biafora,” Julian snid. *“The goalie came off in
hopes of challenging, but the ball was out past
the 6 (yard line) and it would have taken a great
effort fo stop it.

“When you get a Division I player in high
school 1-on-1 against a defender in the air, it is
Egmgmtakealottostophhnandtnhjscredit,

finished.”



Field Is Set for OVAC
Soccer Tournament

By KIM NORTH
For the News-Register

The annual Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference soc-
cer championships will be-
gin Monday and tontinue
through the finals on Sat-
urday. The boys and girls
fields are broken down to
the tap four teams in each
Class 1A-3A, Class 4A
and Class SA.

Semifinal matches
will take place Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday at the higher
seeded team’s home field.

The boys’ champion-
ship finals will be con-
tested at Wheeling Island
Stadium at 10 a.m. (5A),
noon (1A-3A) and 2 pm
(4A). The girls' finals
will be held at Red Devil
Stadium in St. Clairsville,
with the Class 4A begin-
ning the day at 10 am.
Class 5A is set for noon
and Class 1A-3A at 2 p.m.

On the boys” side,
Steubenville Catholic
{1A-3A), Steubenville

(4A) and Wheeling Park
(5A) are the defending
champions,

The top-seeded Cru-
saders will be seeking
their fourth consecutive
title. They have cap-
tured six of the last sev-
en championships since
the format change from
divisions to classes and
will host fourth-seeded
Caldweil on Monday. The
other semifinal pits No. 2
Linsly and No. 3 Wheel-
ing Central, also on Mon-
day, at 7:30 p.m. at the
16th Street Field in East
Wheeling.

In Class 4A, Big Red
is the fourth seed and
will trek to Morgantown
to meet No. 1 University
on Tuesday. A night lat.
er, No. 2 Wheeling Park
hosts. third-seeded Indian
Creek..

In Class 5A, top-seed-
ed Beaver Local enter-
tains No. 4 Qak Glen on
Monday. Second-seeded
East Liverpool welcomes
No. 3 Harrison Central on
Wednesday.

lin girls action, Wheel-
ing Central (Class 1A-
3A), Oak Glen (4A) and
Wheeling Park (5A) are
the defending champs.
However, the Patriots
failed to make this year’s
event.

The top-seeded Ma-
roon Knights host No,
4 Steubenville Catholic
on Tuesday before No. 3
Madonna travels to sec-
ond-seeded Linsly on
Thursday.

In Class 4A, the No. 1
Golden Bears welcome
fourth-seeded  Harrison
Central on Tuesday, with
No. 2 St. Clairsville host-
ing third-seeded Beaver
Local on Thursday in a
rematch of their Buckeye
8 championship match
last week won by the Red
Devils, 1-0.

In Class 5A, a new ti-
tlist is assured as Park-
ersburg South earned the
No. | seed and will host
fourth-seeded Indian
Creek on Tuesday. Uni-
versity, the second seed,
entertains  third-seeded
Morgantown on Thurs-
day.
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