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e Jeffries, Vucelich share
medalist with rounds of 76

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING — Not too often is golf consid-
ered a true team Sport.

display Tuesday at the chilly and soggy Jones
Course at Oglebay Park's Spiedel Golf Club.

The Red Devils produced the top two finish~
ers in the event and posted a collective score
of 328 en route to the their 24th OVAC golf
championship in school history and first since
2011.

ST. CLAIRSVILLE senior Brendan Vucelich

It is in St. Clairsville and that was on full i
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eyes a pult during ST. CLAIRSVILLE senior Jacob Jeffries putts during the OVAC
the OVAC Class 4A Golf Champlonship held Tuesday at Oglebay Class 4A Golf Champlonship held Tuesday at Oglebay Park's
Park’s Jones Course. Vucelich shot a 76 to share medalist honor, Jones Course. Vucelich shot a 76 to share the medalist honor.

St. Clairsville rolls to 4A golf title

Jeffries was one of the first groups back to and there was just no way we were going to

the clubhouse with a card signed for
an impressive round of 4-over, 76.
He milled around the clubhouse
area, grabbed a bite to eat and wait-
ed as scores were pasted to the wall.
Several minutes later, Vucelich’s
group turned in its card and up went
another score of 76 for the Red Dev-

" actually birdied the 18th hole
for that 76,” Vucelich smiled.
After all of the scores were post-

ed, tonrnarment director Mel Pesuit announced

play against each other,” Jeffries
said. “Co-champs is the best way to
go. We've seen each other go from
shooting in the 90s to shooting in

N the low 70s to being not very good

as a tearmn to winning this. It's just a
great way to go out as seniors.”
Though the two did acknowledge
they are competing against each
other each time they set foot on the
course together, being called co-
champs was actually icing on the

cake because of the team success.

Further proving the team concept even mo-

there would be a playoff to determine the win-  “We won (the team title) and there’s noth-
ner. Neither Jeffries nor Vucelich was having ing wrong with being a co-champion, especial-
any of it. . ly when it’s with your tearnmate and friend,”
Collectively, the two decided it didn’t want Vucelich said. “An OVAC (team) title was
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St. Clairsville rolls to 4A golf title

* Jeffries, Vucelich share
medalist with rounds of 76

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING - Not too often is golf consid-
ered a true team sport,

It is in St. Clairsville and that was on full il

display Tuesday at the chilly and soggy Jones

Course at Oglebay Park’s Spiedel Golf Club.
The Red Devils produced the top two finish-

ers in the event and posted a collective score

of 328 en route to the their 24th OVAC golf

chempionship in school history and first since
11.

Further proving the team concept even mo-
reso was how the individual title was sorted
out. St. Clairsville’s dynamic senior duo of Ja-
cob Jeffries and Brendan Vuceluch finished at
significantly different times,

Jeffries was one of the first groups back to
the clubhouse with a card signed for

and there was just no way we were going to
play against each other,” Jeffries

an impressive round of 4-over, 76.
He milled around the clubhouse
area, grabbed a bite to eat and wait-
ed as scores were posted to the wall.
Several minutes later, Vucelich's
group tumed in its card and up went
another score of 76 for the Red Dev-

1 actually birdied the 18th hole
for that 76,” Vucelich smiled.

said. “Co-champs is the best way to
0. We've seen each other go from
shooting in the 90s to shooting in
the low 70s to being not very good
as a team to winning this. It’s just o
great way to go out as seniors.”
Though the two did acknowledge
they are competing against each
other each time they set foot on the
course together, being called co-

After all of the scores were post-
ed, tournament director Mel Pesuit announced
there would be a playoff to determine the win-
ner. Neither Jeffries nor Vucelich was having
any of jt. .

Collectively, the two decided it didn’t want
1o go back on the course to face each other in a
one-hole playoff. Instead, they convinced Pe-
suit to simply be called ‘co-champions.’

“We’re best friends, we've been best friends

champs was actually icing on the
cake because of the team success.

“We won (the team title) and there's noth-
ing wrong with being a co-champion, especinl-
Iy when it's with your teammate and friend,”
Vucelich said. “An OVAC {team)} title was
something that we didn’t have and it's huge
for us to win it as a senior. Nothing mattered
more than the team today.”

Sag, 4A, Page B2



Wheeling Central wins 1A/2A

OVAC golf crown by 33 shots
* Bridgeport’s Herink earns all-OVAC status

By KYLE LUTZ
For Tha Times Leader

WHEELING - Another year, an-
other trophy for Wheeling Central.
The Maroon Knights have solidified
itself as a powerhouse in golf as they
captured the OVAC Class 1A/2A
championship on an overcast Tues-
day at Crispin Golf Course at Ogle-
bay Park.

Wheeling Central totaled 310
strokes, 33 more than runner-up
Bridgeport (343). Steubenville Cath-
olic placed third with a 345,

“They played pretty well,” Maroon
Knights coach Jim Mortakis said.
“My (No.} 3 and 4 kids were right
there close to making AHN-OVAC,
They work hard, they practice and
they spend a lot of time at the golf
course. They have some. specific

Photo/KYLE LUTZ d this inst them.
BRIDGEPORT'S KEVIN Herink chips the ball during Tues- g‘zﬁfﬁ’l‘ly_ they 're Just going to con.

day's OVAC Golf Tournament at Oglebay Park's Crispin be d do well.
Course. Herink earned a spot on the all-OVAC team as the -lfﬁ-t: ]lﬁ?? B Sni;guafm g%;.\l]ethat we
Bulldogs finished second in the taam scores. have during the year to win the

OVAC, To do that, it worked out
good. To win convincingly like we
did, too, makes you feel pretiy good
about where your program is and
where we're going."”

There were & lot of accomplish-
ments for Wheeling Central. It was
the fourth straight year it took home
the hardware and it also had a clean
sweep in the medalist category.

Derrick Harrison turned in a 73
for the low round of the day while
J.C. Maxwell shat a solid 76, -good
enough for runner-up medalist,

Also scoring for the Maroon
Knights were Zach Mazur (80) and
Matt Mazur (81).

“Everything was going as
planned,” Harrison said. “Driver was
working reaily well. I was hitting
my irons really well and putting was
as good as its going to be on these
greens (Tuesday).”

Herrison was also crowned medal-
ist last year when the Maroon Knights
won the 3A tournament. As the tour-

See, 1A/2A, Page B2
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nament played the front nine of the Crispin course twicé,

the senjor shot even-par 36 the second time around where
he birdied twice,

“I played here (Monday) and I knew the greens were go-
ing to be slow, but they improved,” Harrison said, “They
were faster, but they were still going to be slow. You could
pretty much attack any pin you wanted to because you
kr;]ew t(ijlf:j ball was going to stop, and that’s pretty much
what I did.”

Winning seems to be in Harrison’s blood. While he has -

won the medalist for the second straight year, he also has a

great team accomplishment. Harrison has always been on

the winning end when it comes to the OVAC Tournament
all four years he has played.

“We had great leadership my first two years and now
having to come in as captain and lead us the past two years,
trying to win, it feels good that we won all four years ['ve
been here,” Harrison said.

Maxwell, a sophomore, was just as impressive. After

shooting 39, on his first go-around, he turned made up
some ground and turned in a 37,

“Tknew it was going to be wet, so I just wanted to keep it :

in the fairway,” Maxwell said. “I know I could attack pins. 1

knew I could get it on, make a couple of putts and be good.” -

With another OVAC championship in the bag, it will

definitely give the Maroon Knights a boost for later in the:

season. With regionals right around the corer, Mortakis
plans to see more accomplishments.

“I expect J.C. and Derrick to compete for the medalist
honars,” Mortakis said about regionals. “We obviously
want to win or at a minimum come in second because we
advance to the state tournament, That’s our ultimate goal is
to get to the state tournament. My goal ultimately would be
to win. We'll take that as it comes.”

Leading the way for Bridgeport was Kevin Herink as he
turned in a solid 77 after shooting an even-par on the first

nine holes. Cooper Dulesky tallied an 85 for the Bulldogs -
while Angela Sommer shot 88. Jason Sommer rounded out

the Bridgeport scoring with a 93.

Herink also secured All-OVAC honors.

“We have three seniors playing,” Bridgeport coach Jeff
Herink said. “They all stepped up. They had better rounds
of the year and as a whole team, they each golfed pretty
steady, gave us a score fo come in runner-up, which we are
more than happy with.” .

The Crusaders compiled a third place finish. Cole Tega-
no and Zach Campbell both shot an impressive 78 to lead
the way for the Crusaders and also received All-OVAC.,

o 4A
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Though there are no
scoreboards posted at prep
golf tournaments, the pair
were close enough to one
another that they crossed
paths a few times.

“We talked a few times.

on the course and I knew
he was posting some lower
numbers early and I was ac-
tually higher in the early part
of the round,” Vucelich said.
“I knew if I even wanted to
have a chance to be in it and
more importantly do my part
for the team, T had to play
better."”

Though the course was

-eXtremely saturated, Jeffries

didn’t mind it because it
suited his aggressive style.

*“You could really throw
darts at the pins because the
ball was sticking,” Jeffries
noted. “It was tough though
at times.”

Vucelich wouldn’t let the
conditions become an issue
to him, continually remind-
ing himself that some 60
other players were facing
the same terrain.

With those two scores
posted, the remainder of the
temm race was almost anti-
climatic, shifting from who
would win the team title to
by how many would the Red
Devils prevail,

St. C. came into the tour-
nament as the favorite and
with Vucelich and Jeffries
lending the way, was able to
deliver an impressive score
despite difficult conditions,
tany of which were cansed
by the multiple inches of
rain which fell last weekend.

“T am proud of how the
guys kept their heads in the
game despite the condi-

tions,” St. C codeh Caden
Myers said. “We were all
nervous (when we got to the
course), especially when we
realized we wouldn’t be able
to hit range balls. We tried
to go out and play a little bit
(on Monday), but that didn’t
work out well because of the
flooding and things. But, we
had played this course a few
times and we knew it wounld
be a test. The Kids kept their
heads and got it done.”

That they did.

Along with the work
that Jeffries and Vucelich
put forth, senior Broc Crist
(85) and Saul Crist (91},
who moved to St. Clairsville
duting the summer from
Lincoln County, West Vir-
ginia, put forth their usual
solid performances.

Myers, who was a part of
the last two St. C. teams to
win an OVAC title, simply
called himself “blessed” to
have the team he does in his
first season.

*To bring back an OVAC
title for the first time since
I played is a great feeling,”
Myers said. *These kids are
amazing and I'm just fortu-
nate to have these guys.”

St. Clairsville prevailed
by 27 shots over Cam-
bridge, which claimed the
title last year. Harrison Cen-
tral (356), Beaver Local
(379) and Buckeve Local
(389) rounded out the top
five team scores.

Cambridge’s Ian Smith
(79), Harrison Central’s
Cruz Capers (79) and Bea-
ver Local's T.J, Wilson (82)
rounded out the top five,
individually for all-OVAC
honors.
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OVAC Crass 3A GoLF CHAMPIONSHIPS

Johnson leads
‘Rocks to title

* Barnesville captures its first
OVAC golf crown in 35 years

By RICK THORP
Times Leader Sports Writer

WHEELING - The early returns were encouraging for Payne
Johnson on Thursday.

The Barnesville junior was part of the first group 1o 1eturn to
the clubhouse at Oglebay’s Crispin Golf Course, which hosted the
annual OVAC Class 3A Golf Championships. ‘

Johnson fired a 1-over-par 72, and it jumped off the scoreboard.

It also stood up.

About three hours later, once the final scores were filled in, John-
son was awarded the championship plague, the spoils of winning
the conference’s individual title — his first. '

But instead of talking about his own achievements, Johnson fo-
cused on his team, which, behind his win, captured the school’s first
conference golf title in 35 years and second overall.

Par for the course for the young man, who, by all accounts, is as
humble on the greens as off. '

“These are my friends,” Johnson smiled, looking in the direction
of his teammates after celebratory photos. “I owe it &1l to them.

*You saw our one through four golfers shot in the 70s. That real-
ly takes & lot of pressure off.”

Carter Wells a 74 for Bamnesville, while Jim Byler and Ty-
ler Willison had & 74 and 77, respectively. Wells and Byler earned
all-OVAC accolades.

“They came out and shot as good of a round of golf, colfectively,
as a team as I"ve ever been associated with,” Barnesville head coach
Jerry Robinson stated. “The kids truly won together as a team.”

Linsly, behind all-OVAC honoree Dylan Dunlevy’s 75, was sec-
ond in the team standings. Magnolia, paced by Trey Blain’s 74,
was third.

Blain defeated Wells in a two-hole playoff for runner-up honors,

Buckeye Trail was fourth in the team standings, followed by Fort
Frye, Monroe Central and Union Local,

Johnson posted a 78 last season. This year, he carded a pair of
birdies, including one to finish his front 9 with a 37.

“That’s really good on this course,” he said. “That really helped
carry me into the back 9.”

There, Johnson shot en even 35.

“T just stayed really consistent. T just stuck to my game and didn't
worry about anything else.

“When I came in (Thursday), I just tried to focus on playing the
game. The last couple of matches I struggled a bit. So I just wanted }
to play and not get upset over every small thing, I feel like I did that
really well.

“I was very happy with the way I played.”

Robinson was pleased with his entire team, and hopes it will
serve as a springboard to success come the postseason.

“T.cotldn’t me. more -of a group of kids,” he said. “We

. ; A | : TL Phot/RICK THORP
came 5o close last year the kids could taste it. That was a goal we BARNESVILLE'S PAYNE Johnson watchos a putt during
set at the beginning of the year. Thursday’s OVAC Class 3A Golf Championships at Ogle-

*I challenged the kids at the beginning of the season that if you bay’s Crispin Golf Course. The Shamrocks junior carded a

can win an OVAC championship you'll go down in school history.” 72, claiming his first i
Consider history written. fivet antarg 15 first individual title and guiding his team to its



St. C. Claims
4A Golf Title

Jeffries, Vucelich are
co-medalists at OVACs

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING — Not too often is golf considered a
true team sport.

It is in St. Clairsville and that was on full display
Tuesday at the chilly and soggy Jones Course at
Oglebay Park’s Spiedel Golf Club.

The Red Devils produced the top two finishers
in the event and posted a collective score of 328 en
route to the their 24th OVAC golf championship in
. school history and first since 2011.

Further proving the team concept even more-
so was how the individual title was sorted out. St.
Clairsville's dynamic senior duo of Jacob Jeffries
and Brendan Vucelich finished at significantly dif-
ferent times.

leffries was one of the first groups back io the
clubhouse with a card signed for an impressive round
of 4-over, 76.

He milled around the clubhouse area, grabbed a
bite to eat and waited as scores were posted to the
wall. Several minutes later, Yucelich’s group turned : T,
in its card and up went another score of 76 for the Photo by Seth Staska
Red Devil. St. Clairsville's Jaccb Jeffries putis during Tuesday’s OVA

4A Golf Tournament at the Jones Course at Oglsbay Park's
Please see ST.C., Page 12 Spiedsl Golf Club.
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“Lactually birdied the | 8th
hole for that 76,” Vucelich
smiled,

After all of the scores were
loumament director
1 Pesuit anpounced there

wauld be a playoff to deter- that

mine the winner, Neither Jof-
fries nor Vucelich was having
any of it.

Collectively, the two decid-

the course to face each other
in a one-hole playoff, Instead,
tl}cjlgc mcguﬁé]‘fed Wit to Sim-
Ply ‘co-champions.”

“We're best friends, we've

been best friends and thers the

was just 1;10 wny we waﬁe gﬁc])-
ing to play apainst each ot
er,g’ Jetgiﬁ feﬁd. “Co-c
is the best way to go. We've
Scen each other go from
shooting in the 905 to shoat-
ing in the low 70s to being not
very good as a team to win-
ning this. It's just a great way
to %%Oom as seniors.’
lel.:jgh the two did ac-
imowledge they are compet-

‘0-charnps was
m the cake becnyse
4 SUCCess,

y icing
of the

“We won (the team title)
and there’s nothin wIong
with being a m—cﬁampion,
especially when it's with

our teammate
ucelich said,
(tearn) title was something
we didn't have and it's
hugeforustowinitasase-
nior. Nothing mattered more
than the team today,”

Though there are no score- De
ed itdidn’t want to go back on boards

posted at prep golf
umamenis, the pair were
close enough to one another
that they crossed paths a few
tumes

“We talked a few times on
course and I knew he was
posting some lower numbers
earlth); ag“?_l T was actgﬁc];y higher
in Y part of the round,”
Vucelich sazﬁél.t “T knewu?g'I
evg Wﬂﬂ to have a chance
to be in it more important-
lydo mé part for the team, I
had to play berer.”
afurated, Jeffri

extremely s Jeffries
d@dn’tm%dit because it suited

his %ggmssive le.

“You coddsw really throw
darts at the pins because the
ball w_@Is stzcking{ﬁeﬁdes
Noted. “It was tou at
Vucelich wouldn’t let the

conditions become an issue to
him, continually reminding
himself that some 60 other
players were facing the same
terraiit.

With those two scores
posted, the remainder of the
leam tace was almost anti-
climatic, shifting from who
would win the team title to
by how many would the Red

nament as the favorite apd
with Vucelich and Jeffries
leading the way, was able to
deliver an impressive score
despite difficult conditions,
many of which were caused
by the multiple inches of rin
which fell last weekend.
“T am proud of how the
Buys kept their heads in the
ame despite the conditions,”
t. C coach Caden Myers
said. “We were all nervous
(when we got to the course),
especially when we realized
we wouldn't be able to hit
range balls, We trieg to go
out and play a little bt (on
Monday), but that didn't
work out well because of the
flooding and things. But, we
had played this course a fow
times and we knew it would
be a test. The kids kept their

vils prevail,
St (‘Bmcameintoﬂ?etcur- the

heads and got it dane,”

That they djd.

Along “with the work
that JYeffries apd Vucelich

ut forth, senior Broc Crist
83) and Saul Crist (91),
who moved to St Clairsville
during the summer from Lin-
coln County, West Virgini
Fut forth their usual solj per-
ommances,

Myers, who was a part of
last two St. C. teams 10 B
win an OVAC title, simply #
called himself “blessed” o §
have the tearn he does in his
fust season.

“To bring back an OVAC
title for the first time since
idplayed Is a feeling,”

yers said. “These kids are § :
amazing and P'm Just form-
Dafe to have these guys,” B

St Clairsville " prevailed
by 27 shots over Cambridge, 8
which claimed the title Jasi §

ear. Harrison Central (356), S

eaver Local (379) and
Buckeye Local {389) round-
ed out the top five team scor-
€rs,

Cambridge’s Ian Smith
(79), Harrison Central’s Cruz
Capers (79) and Beaver Lo-
cal's T.J. Wilson (82) round-
ed out the top five, individy-
ally for all-OVAC hogors,

Photo by Sath Staskey
St. Clairsville’s Brendan Vucelich fires a putt toward
the hole durir‘lP Tuesday’s 4A OVAC Golf Chamrxi—
onship at the Jones Course at O lebay Park’s Spie-
del Golf Club. He samed co-medalist



- Central Wins 4th
Straight OVAC Title

Harrison earns
medalist honors

By KYLE LUTZ

Staff Writer
WHEELING — Another year,
another lr}gglgofor Wheeling Cen-
tral. The n Knights have so-
lidified itself as a powerhouse in
golf as they captured the OVAC
Class 1A/2A championship on an
overcast Tuesday at Crispin Golf

Course at Oglebay Park,
Wheeling Central totaled 310
Boints, 33 more than runner-up
ridgeport (343). Steubenville
Catholic placed third with 345

points.

“They played pretty well,”
Maroon Knights coach Jim Mor-
takis said. *My (No.) 3 and 4 kids
were right there close to makin
All-OVAC. They work hard,
they practice and they spend a lot
of time at the golf course. They
have some specific goals and this
was just one of them. Hopefully,
they're just going to continue to
play better and do well.

“It’s just a singular goal that
we have during the year to win
the OVAC, To do that, it worked
out good. To win convincingly
like we did, too, makes you feel
pretty good about where your
program is and where we're go-
ng.”

Photo by Kyle Lutz
Whaeling Central's Derrick Harrison delivers a putt during Tuesday’s OVAC Golf Please see
Championship at the Crispin Golf Course at Oglebay Park. CENTRAL, Page 12




Top: Wheeling Park's Noah Seivertson delivers a shot on the 18th
5A Champlonship. Bottom: OVAC Individual champion Ryan Bilby of Brooke takes aim on the 1

Photos by Cady Tomer

hole of the Jones Course durineg the OVAC
t

h hole.

Park Wins Another 5A Title

€

Brooke’s Bilby wins
Big-School medalist

By CODY TOMER
Staff Writer
WHEELING — Winning back-to-
back championships is never easy, es-
pecialldy after losing an all-state golfer
1o ﬁa uation.
there were any doubts that Wheel-

ing Park could achieve that goal, they

were put to rest Thunrfrcéag

The Patriots cag their second
straight OVAC 5A title with a team
card of 330, 11 shots ahead of run-
ner-up Warren Local (341) and 12
shots better than Parkersburg South
(342) at the Jones Course at Oglebay
Park’s Spiedej Golf Club,

After watching his senior teammate
Jacob Nickell capture an OVAC in-
dividual title & year ago, sophomore
Noah Seivertson stepped into the
team’s No. ! role and - earned run-
ner-up honors with a score of 77.

Brooke’'s Ryan Bilby, last year's
runner-up, catapulted himself to the
top as he fired a 2-over par 73 to claim
match medadist,

The sophomore duo was joined by
co-runner-up Austin Barta (77) of
Warren Local, Parkersburg South’s
Zach Redmon (80) and Luke Com-
miskey (81), along with Wheeling
Park senior Ryan Payne (81) on the
All-OVAC Tournament team.
Seivertson improved by eight shots
after shooting an B85 ai last year’s
event, while Payne jum up six
strokes following last year’s 87.
“I think I just got bigger,” Seivert-

son said. “I'm able to hit theball a lot

a coupl
professional Danny A%kennan (Gen-
eral Manager of Golf Operations at
Oglebay), which made my ball strik-
ing ability a lot better.

“Also coming down the stretch I've
been more clutch, lately.”

Seiverison proved his strengths in the
waning moments of the tournament as
he collected three straight pars to finish
the day,

Please see PARK, Page 8
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(Continued from Page 7)

hecollectedthree straight parstofinishtheday.

“Noah did a fantastic job for us being the
No. 1 man,” Park coach Don Headley said.
“He started out strong and then had a cou-
ple of bad holes, but he finished the final
three holes with really all-world get up and
downs. He was in some bad places and he
still made par on the last three holes, That’s
what saved his round and he has worked
hard on that all year.

“Ryan started out with three bogeys and
ended up shooting an 81, which made a
world of difference. Those couple of strokes
really mattered.”

fames Salvatori, another Park sopho-

Inore, came through with a mark of 84, fol-
lowed by Dorothy Romanek’s score of 88
and Lydia Stmon’s count of 69,

“We- have two sophemores and three se-
niors and they all carry each other and work
together as a team,” Headley said. “We al-
ways rode Jacab the last few years but now
everybody is around 80 and if we can keep
doing that, we're going to compete. It’s a
great feeling to have a tearn that works to-
gether like they do.”

With the loss of Nickell, Payne wasn’t
exactly sure how the season would play out
but with the rise of Park’s young talent, he
is ready to finish his career better than ever.

“This is really exciting,” Payne said.
“After losing Jacob, I thought it might be
more of a rebuilding year but it’s been a
great season for us, We won the TRAC
Tournament and now QOVACs.

“Hopefully, we can get by in regionals

and go on to win the state championship.”

Another OVAC member who has his eye
oi1 a state title is Bilby, who was on a mis-
sion after coming within three strokes of
winning an OVAC title a year ago.

“It feels great to be only a sophomore and
win OVACs,” Bilby said. “Last year, Nic-
kell just played really well. I played pretty
good too, but there was nothing I could do
about that.”

Bilby turned in an even-par score of 36
on the front nine, before sinking a 25-foot
birdie putt on the 10th hole.

“I hit it all right with my 3-wood and
barely cleared the bunker,” Bilby said. “My
wedge shot only went about 30 feet but my
putt broke about a foot, just how I wanted
"

As the crowd looked on outside of the
Jones Clubhouse, Bilby came inches shy of
draining of 40-foot putt on the 18th hole,
where he finished strong with his 16th par
of the afternoon.

“I played it about 10 feet to the left,” Bil-
by said. “Another inch to-the right and it
goes in.”

The Jones Course was hit hard this week
with large amounts of rain but despite the
soggy fairways, Headley was pleased with
the Blaying conditions.

“Danny Ackerman and his crew up here
did a fantastic job to get this place ready,”
Headley said. “For as bad as the weather
has been over the last week, this place was
immaculate and I really appreciate every-
thing they do for us.”




Rocks Claim
3A Golf Crown

By RICK THORP
For The Intelligencer
WHEELING - The

early returns were encour-
%%in%éfgr Payne Johnson on

ur:

The gamesville junior
was part of the first group
to g.glxrg to the club %usl?f
at ebay’s Crispin Go
Course, which hosted the
annual OVAC Class 3A
Golf Championships.

Jojf]gst;?]d fired & l-oveg
par 72, it jumped o
the scoreboard.

It also stood up.

About three hours later,
once the final scores were
filled in, Johnson was
awarded the championship
plaque, the spoils of win-
ning the conference’s indj-
vidual title — his first.

But instead of talking
about his own achieve.
ments, Johnson focused on
his team, which, behind his
win, captured the school’s
first conference golf title in
21? Years and second over-

Par for the course for the
young man, whao, by all ac-
counts, is as humble on the
greens as off,

“These are my friends,”
Johnson smiled, looking in
the direction of his team-
Inates  after celebratory

Bamesville's Pa
shots during the

photos. “I owe it all 1o
them,

“You saw our one
through four golfers shot in
the 70s, That real]z takes a
lot of pressure off.

Carter Wells fired a 74
for Barnesville, while Jim
Byler and Tyler Willison
had a 74 and 77, respec-
tively. Wells and Byler
eamed all-OVAC acco-
lades,

“They came out and shot
as oody of a round of golf,
collectively, as a team as
I've ever been associnted
with,” Barnesville head
coach Jerry Robinson stat-
ed. “The kids truly won to-
gether as a team.”

Linsly, behind al- :

OVAC™ honoree Dylan
Dunlevy’s 75, was sec-
ond in the team standings.

Magnolia, paced by Tre
Bla.ﬁlll's 74, was third. .

Blain defeated Wells in

a two-hole playoff for rup-
ner-up honors,
Buckeye  Trail was

fourth in the team stand-
ings, followed by Fort
Frye, Monroe Cenfral and
Union Local,

Johnson qpsled a 78
last season. This year, he
carded & pair of birdies,

Please see 3A, Page 8

ntobychk
e Johnson watchas one of his
VAC Tournament on Thursday.

(Continued from Page 7)

c e w ith
including one to finish his I was very h?’ppy wit
front 9 wgith a37. the way I played. eased

“That’s really good on  Robinson was peased
this course,” he said. “That with his entire team, an
really helped carry me into hopes it will serve as a
the back 9.” spnngti?]oagcfiJ stqégs . Ifuccess

shot an come the : .
evggl ?56., Johnson sh “Icl c?_uldn‘t mef k:}ét;rg

“I just stayed really con- proud of a group o ,
sistéﬁ't. 1 jusyt stuck to my ﬁe said. “We came so clo?cal
game and didn't worry last year the kids culau
about anything else. taste it. That was a goal we

“When I came in (Thurs- set at the beginning of the

just tried to focus on  year. )
gﬁ?)?ullgj the gnme, The last "I challenged the ktltc‘is
couple of matches I strug- at the beginning of the
gled a bit. So I just wanted season that if l¥ou can \;gn
to play and not get upset an OVAC championship

over every small thing. I Kpu‘ll go down in school
i i at really history. ) )
&feglll.hke Gt d Corgsider history written.



