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OVAC girls tourney pairings set 
By SETH $TASKEY 
ilmes Leader Sports Editor 

BE'-+LAIRE - The path to an 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
girls b'asketbnll championship is 
officia!Jy set. 

The pairings for the 11th annual 
Wheeljng Hospital OV AC Girls 
Baske\ball Championship, which 
O(l".ns Monday at the higher seeds 

gymnasium, were officially set 
Tuesday morning at the conference 
office. 

Along with the championship 
pairings being finalized, all of the 
teams which dido 't qualify in the top 
four of their respective class 
received their consolation tourna-

University Eastern on Feb. IO to 
play for the championship. The 
order of those games is Class 2A 
(IO a.m.), Class 3A (12: 15 p.m.), 
Class 4A (2:30 p.m.), Class 5A 
(4:45 p.m.) and Class IA (7 p.m.). 

Here's a look at each class: 
CLASSSA 

ment assignments. • 
The survivors ·of Monday's I 0 

semifinal games will trek to Ohio 

Some very interesting matchups 
are slated for the big-school divi
sion. Indian Creek, which has been 

't0VlA0 Girls . 

Wheeliog ~ OVAC Glrla Ba&icelbal! 

C~fillAls 
. Monday 

Clasa 5A , 
No. 4 ~Part" No. 1 lroon Craek 
No. 3 P"""""1J Sou1li a1 No. 2 Brooke 

Class 4A 
No. 4 SL C!arnit'ie at No. 1 CamoodQe 
No. 3 - ,, No. 2 Bockeya EoceJ 

Clw3A 
tw. 4 ~e Trajl at No. 1 Beffaire 
No. 3 Fort Frye ru No. 2 l\liee!i11g Ce"1el 

. Class 2A 
No. 4 River al No. 1 Stemenvfila Central 
No. 3 Shadyside et No. 2 Shenandoah 

Cleu 1A 
No.4MadD/lnaeJNo.1 Cemernn 
No. 3 Trmi!y Christian at No. 2 BeallsW!e 

Ch!mpionsh~ Gome Stheduio 
1D arn - Class 2A 
12:15 pm. - Class 3A 
2:30 p.m. - C!ass 4A 
4:45p.m. -OassSA 
7 p.m. - Class 1A 

Corniolatlon Palring3 

t.!artins Fenv" &Jt.rn~ 
Magoob at Morgantown 
Uruvooify ru John Maohal 
Hamsoo Central at Oak Gton 
E_ast Livefl)Xl) al Toran~ 
Linsly al E'.diSOll 
Frontier el C!ay-8ei"'8 
Caldwell al Brtdgep),1 
Monroo Central at Unlon local 
Volley a1 Bames;,lle 
Sl JoJio a1 Peden City 
Cooo!!oo Volley el Eas1 RictmJ 
Beaver Local aJ Welf 

Hmed al St~~• Feb. 7 

•~- Thurtday, Fob. 6 .,...,,~a.ntCH!'n at lkoon l..oca) 
t;lay-Bel!Jlee a1 Magnoia 
We,r al Unive<s!ly 
Oak Glen,, Mamros F,oy 
John Marshan al Bea\ler local 
Edfsori at Harrison Cantrel 
Soutoom a1 Ees< !mrpoo 
Monroa Cen.!raJ at llnsfy 
Bamesvfne at Frontier 
Toronto aJ C:OOOtton Val!ey 
&IJg€p,rt al Hund,ed 
Padef)Cily Ill Caldwel 
East Rrd!land Christia, at V~y 

one of the area's CindereJla stories 
of the season, pocketed the top seed 
by virtue of a 14-3 record. 

Creek won the first three big
school titles under this format, but 
hasn't reached the title game since. 

The Redskins won't have an·easy 
task of getting to the final this sea
son as defending champion and tal-

See, OVAC, Page B2 
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75-73 win over the 17th
ranked Sooner.; on Monday 
night. 

Esa Ahmad and Sagaba 
Konate each scored 14 and 
Jevon Carter added I 0 
points, eight assists and six 
steals for the Mountaineers 
(18-6, 7-4 Big 12), who 

..... J"'f'.' ..... - ...... , ........ :, ...... -

glnfa s lead to 74-73 with 
24.3 seconds to play. 
Oklahoma struggled to get 
the ball upcourt after 
Ahmad made one of two 
free throws with 13 sec
onds remammg, and 
Odomes missed under 
duress in close .in the final 

deficit to 50-45: West Virgin!; goi"tt 
going again, and a dunk by Konate put 
the Mountaineers up by 11. 

AP Photo 
West Virginia's Jevon Carter (2) tries to get to the 
ball before Oklahoma's Jamuni McNeace (4). 

swept the regular-season series and 
moved within a half-game of confer
ence co-leaders Kansas and Texas 
Tech. 

seconds. 
Carter sliced through Oklahoma's 

defense for a layup at the first-half 
buzzer to give West Virginia a 50-40 
lead. The Mountaineers shot 57 per
cent from the field and made 8 of 13 

Young hit two 3-pomters to help the 
Sooners cut West Virginia's lend to 
63-57 midway through the second 
half. He made a layup that nearly hit 
the top of the backboard to get the 
Sooner.; within 66-63, and the game 
was close tl1e rest of the way. 

BIG PICTURE 
West Virginia: The Mountaineers 

had lost five of seven and got the big 
win they needed to move back into the Young, the freshman who leads the 

nation in scoring and assists, had just Please See WVU, Page 13 

Whee~in~ Hosp1ital OlfAC Girls' Basketball Tournament 
Patriots • 

l Rattle 
Redskins 
Park back to defend 
its Class 5A crown 

By AARON PETCHAL 
For The Intelllgenccr 

WINTERSVILLE - The Indian 
Creek girls' basketball team has 
relied on its defense all season, but it 
was Wheeling Park's defense that 
made the difference Monday night 

The Redskins battled, but the veter
an and talented Patriots were too 
much to overcome as No. 4 seed and 
state-ranked Wheeling Park defeated 
No. I seed Indinn Creek, 56-34, in 
the Clnss 5A semifinals of the 11th 
annual Wheeling Hospital OV AC ' 
Girls' Basketball Tournament on the 
road. 

"Wheeling Park is the defending 
5A champion in the OV AC," Indian 
Creek (16-4) coach Jackie Rossi said. 
"To go from being next to last in the 
OV AC to where we are this year is a 

Please See PATRIOTS, Page 12 

Panthers 
Prevail 
At Buzzer, 

Photo by Josh Strope 
Cameron's Autumn Gossett (4) ties up Madonna's Kasey Canel during an OVAC Girls' Basketball Championship semifi
nal Monday night in Cameron. 'The Dragons' Kelsie Meintel is defending on the play as Kori Scott (13) looks on. 

By ANDREW GRIMM 
For The Intelligencer 

CONNORVILLE - Two days 
removed from stunning Steubenville 
in overtime inside the Crimson Cen
ter, the Buckeye Local girls' basket
ball team did it again on its home 
court to advance to the Class 4A title 
game of the 11th Annual Wheeling 
Hospital OV AC Girls Basketball ! 
Tournament at Ohio University East
ern on Saturday against No. I seed . 
Cambridge. I 

Dragons Advance to Class 
1 A Championship Contest 

After Big Red (8-1 I) Jed most of 
the game, Alaire Destifanes' shot as 
the clock hit zeros got nothing but net 
to lift the Panthers to a 50-48 victory 
nnd send the Buckeye Local High 
School gym into n wild frenzy. 

"I wanted to make that shot for my 
teammates," Destifanes said. "We've 
gotten so close the Inst few years, and 
we are ready to take the next step." 

Destifanes fmished with 13 points 
in the game. 

"It's unbelievable," Buckeye Local 

Please See PANTHERS, Page 1 2 

Meintel powers 
Cameron with 19 
points, 11 boards 

By JOSH STROPE 
Sports Editor 

CAMERON - Cameron hasn't been 
challenged much this season so when 
Madonna jumped out to a 13-4 first-~uar
ter lead, Drn~ons coach Roger Cain didn't 
panic. He d1dn ·1 even call timeout. He 
wanted to see what his team was made of. 

Cain definitely lited what he saw. 
Senior leader Kelsie Meintel powered 

her way to eight straight points to give 
Cameron a lead and it never looked back 
en route to a 40-30 victory in a Wheeling 

Wheeling Central Takes 
Down Fort Frye in Semis 
A 14-0 run to start the 
third is key to victory 

By KYLE LUTZ 
StalT Writer 

WHEELING - Every minute counts 
when it comes to basketball, and the fir.at 
three of the third quarter was the differ
ence in an OV AC 3A semifnai battle 
between Wheeling Central and Fort Frye. 

The Maroon Knights came out after 
halftime nnd used a full-court press that 
gave the Cadets headaches. Wheeling 
Central used that to its advantage and 
scored the first 14 points of the quarter en 
...,..,.~n tn o C() A .C: ,.;,..1-,~ ... , ,..,,,. .. J:',.-4 r:'-,~ .-.-

first half, taking away the dribble penetra
tion, taking away Kaylce (Reinbeau)," 
Wheeling Centrnl coach Penn Kurtz said. 
"So we ran a little different in the second 
and third quarter. Thul seemed to open 
things up. Once we got the lead, we could 
spread them out a little bit nnd got some 
easier shots. 

"They're a great defensive team, they 
really play well defensively. We had to 
figure something to do to speed up the 
gume." 

And at the start of the third quarter, the 
Maroon Knights did just that. Reinbeau 
hit a 3-pointer 39 seconds into the frame 
and the pressure was on. Reinbeau tallied 
another basket with 6:0 I left in the third . 

Hospital OV AC Girls' Basketball Cham
pionships semifinal. 

The Dragons are in the Class IA title 
~ame for the first time and will seek their 
mitial title Saturday at Ohio University 
Eastern in a 7 p.m. showdown with 
Beallsville, a 40-36 winner against Trinity. 

"It was a tough. physical game," Cain 
said. "If you qualify for the OV ACs, you 
know you are going to be facing a quality 
opponent. 

"We had the slow start and I believed in 
our veterans. I Jet them play a little bit and 
I didn't call timeout because I wanted to 
see how we faced adversity. We did really 
well battling back with tlmt veteran group 
and finally got our stuff together. Few 
shots were falling, but we definitely strug
gled to make some shots." 

Melntel showed why she is a returning 
all-stater by using her size and quickness 

inside to drive to the hoop. She ended the 
first and began the second with a free 
throw before three strnight field goals gnve 
Cameron a 14-13 lead. 

On defense, she was wasn't shy from 
getting into the thick of the action and 
made things tough on any Blue Don that 
dare entered the paint. 

Cameron held Madonna to two points 
- an Andrea Alimario basket at the 2-
minute mark - in the second quarter. 

The Dragons built a comfortable lead, 
but late in the third quarter, Madonna used 
a 7-0 to close to within one. 

Meintel's putback at the end of the 
quarter stretched the lend back to three and 
set the tone for the fourth. 

"I think early on we may have been try
ing to feed it into her too much and we 

Please See DRAGONS, Pa1;e 12 



Wheeling Hospital OVAC Girls' Basketball Tournament 
Patriots 
Rattle 
Redskins 
Park back to defend 
its Class 5A crown 

By AARON PETCHAL 
For The Intelligencer 

WINTERSVILLE - The Indian 
Creek girls' basketball team has 
relied on its defense all season, but it 
was Wheeling Pnrk' s defense that 
made the difference Monday night 

The Redskins battled, but the veter
an and talented Patriots were too 
much to overcome as No. 4 seed and 
state-ranked Wheeling Park defeated 
No. 1 seed Indian Creek, 56-34, in 
the Class 5A semifinals of the 11th 
annual Wheeling Hospital OV AC 
Girls' Basketball Tournament on the 
road. 

"Wheeling Park is the defending 
5A champion in the OVAC," Indian 
Creek (I 6-4) coach Jackie Rossi said. 
"To go from being next to !:mt in the 
OV AC to where we are this year is a 

Please See PATRIOTS, Page 12 
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Panthers 
Prevail 
At Buzzer 

Photo by Josh Strope 
Cameron's Autumn Gossett (4) ties up Madonna's Kasey Canel during an OVAC Girls' Basketball Championship semifi
nal Monday night In Cameron. 'The Dragons' Kelsie Meintel Is defending on the play as Kori Scott {13) looks on. 

By ANDREW GRIMM 
. For The Intelligencer 

CONNORVILLE - Two days 
removed from stunning Steubenville 
in overtime inside the Crimson Cen
ter, the Buckeye Local girls' basket- , 
ball team did it again on its home 
court to advance to the Class 4A title 
game of the 11th Annual Wheeling 
Hospital OVAC Girls Basketball 
Tournament at Ohio University East
ern on Saturday against No. 1 seed 
Cambridge. 

Dragons Advance to Class 
1 A Championship Contest 

Meintel powers 
: Cameron with 19 
i points, 11 boards 
I 

By JOSH STROPE 
Sports Editor 

After Big Red (8-11) led most of 
the game, Alaire Destifanes' shot as 
the clock hit zeros got nothing but net 
to lift the Panthers to u 50-48 victory 
and send the Buckeye Local High 
School gym into a wild frenzy. 

"I wanted to make that shot for my 
teammates," Destifanes said. "We've 
gotten so close the last few years, and 
we are ready to rake the next step." 

CAMERON - Cameron hasn't been 
challenged much this season so when 
Madonna jumped out to a 13-4 first-guar
ter lead, Dra~ons coach Roger Cain didn't 
panic. He didn't even call timeout. He 
wanted to see what his team was made of. 

Destifanes finished with I 3 points 
In the game. 

"It's unbelievable," Buckeye Local 

Please See PANTHERS, Page I 2 

Cain definitely liked what he saw. 
Senior leader Kelsie Meintel powered 

her way to eight straight points to give 
Cameron a lead and it never looked back 
en route to a 40-30 victory in a Wheeling 

Wheeling Central Takes 
Down Fort Frye in Semis 
A 14-0 run to start the 
third is key to victory 

By KYLE LUTZ 
Staff Writer 

WHEELING - Every minute counts 
when it comes to basketball, and the first 
three of the third quarter was the differ
ence in an OV AC 3A semifnal battle 
between Wheeling Central and Fort Frye. 

The Maroon Knights came out after 
halftime and used a full-court press that 
gave the Cadets headaches. Wheeling 
Central used that to its advantage ahd 
scored the first 14 points of the quarter en 
route to a 59-45 victory over Fort Frye on 
Monday night. 

first half. taking away the dribble penetra
tion, taking away Kaylee (Reinbeau)," 
Wheeling Centml coach Penn Kurtz said, 
"So we mn a little different in the second 
and third quarter. That seemed to open 
things up. Once we ~ot the lead, we could 
spread them out a httle bit and got some 
easier shots. 

"They're a greal defensive team, they 
really play well defensively. We had to 
figure something to do to speed up the 
game." 

Hospital OV AC Girls' Basketball Cham
pionships semifinal. 

The Dragons are in the Class IA title 
iame for the first time and will seek their 
mitial title Saturday at Ohio University 
Eastern in a 7 p.m. showdown with 
Beallsville, a 40-36 winner against Trinitr, 

"It was a tough, physical game," Com 
said. "If you qualify for the OV ACs, you 
know you are going to be facing a quality 
opponent. 

"We had the slow start and I believed in 
our veterans. I let them play a little bit and 
I didn't call timeout because I wanted to 
see bow we faced adversity. We did really 
well battling back with that veteran group 
and finally got our stuff together. Few 
shots were fulling, but we definitely strug
gled to make some shots." 

Meintel showed why she is a returning 
all-stater by using her size and quickness 

,;,.- ,,,~../·-
1~;,;<-4>-S,,.;$.,, 
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inside to drive to the hoop. She ended the 
first and began the second with a free 
throw before three straight field goals gave 
Cameron a 14-13 lead. 

On defense, she was wasn't shy from 
getting into the thick of the action and 
mode things tough on any Blue Don that 
dare entered the paint. 

Cameron held Madonna to two points 
- an Andrea Alimario basket at the 2-
minute mark - in the second quarter. 

The Dragons built a comfortable lead, 
but late in the third quarter, Madonna used 
a 7-0 to close to within one. 

Meintel's putback at the end of the 
quarter s_tretched the lend back to three and 
set the tone for the fourth. 

"I think early on we may have been try
ing to feed it into her too much and we 

Please See DRAGONS, Page 12 

Wheeling Central advances to the 
OV AC championship game where it will 
play the winner of the Buckeye Trail-Bel
laire game at 12: 15 on Saturday at Ohio 
University Eastern. . 

"We changed it up. They were doing a 
great job of collapsing in the paint in the 

And at the start of the third quarter, the 
Maroon Knights did just that. Reinbeau 
hit a 3-pointer 39 seconds into the frame 
and the pressure was on. Reinbeau tallied 
another basket with 6:01 left in the third, 
followed by a Riley Bennington layup just 
nine seconds later. Hannah White got in 
on the action as she hit her third 3-pointer 
to make it 31-18. With 4:45 left in the 
third quarter, another Reinbeau basket 
capped the run and the score read 35-18 
in favor of Wheeling Central. 

Please See CENTRAL, Page I 2 

Phola by Kyle Lutz 
Wheeling Central's RIiey Blaha (2) tries to get around the defense of Fort 
Frye's Morgan Borich during their game Monday night In Wheeling. • 

00 
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PATRIOTS 
(Continned from Page 11) 

huge accomplishment. The kids' effort was 
great. They never gave up. We are down 
two varsity players. 

"I don't believe in moral victories, but 
Wheeling Park is one of the elite programs 
in the OV AC. We are going against an elite 
school, and we are just little Indian Creek. 
We were the OVAC domiat last year." 

Wheeling Park's defensive pressure 
resulted in plenty of turnovers, which result
ed in some easy baskets. 

"We pride ourselves on our defense," 
Wheeling Park (14-5) coach Ryan Young 
said. "We have all year. We have a lot of 
girls we can put in, so we can keep our legs 
fresh. We are able to keep the pressure up." 

With the win, Wheeling Park will play 
No. 3 seed Parkersburg South in the confer
ence final at 4:45 p.m. Saturday at Ohio 
University Eastern. Parkersburg South 
defeated No. 2 seed Brooke, 53-42, in 
Monday's other semifinal. 

"We are very familiar with South, and 
they are very familiar with us," Young said. 
"We did not play well against them the last 
time we played them. It is nice to get anoth
er shot at them. It is a rematch from last 
year. They are well coached.They have 
good senior leaders. Both teams arc going 
to be primed and ready to go." 

Last year, Wheeling Park defeated Park
ersburg South, 68-54, in the final. 

Three players scored in double digits to 
lead the way for Wheeling Park. Laurel 
Robb recorded a game-high 16 points, 
Bella Abernathy tallied 14 and Kylie 
McKennen collected I 0. 

"We scrimmaged Indian Creek, so we 
knew about them," Young said. "Their 
coach is doing a great job. They have gotten 
a lot better since that' scrimmage. They took 
cure of the ball well. They just struggled to 
score in the halfcourt. We did a good of 
rebounding and limiting them to just one 
shot." 

Ashley Yaich and Mackenzie Orban net-

ted six points apiece for Indian Creek, while 
Taylor Jones and Makenzie Taylor each 
ended up with five. 

"We did scrimmage them, and they ran 
the table on us for two straight hours," 
Rossi said. "Their coach told me after the 
game - and it was a huge complement -
he said we have improved a lot from that 
scrimmage. That's what we want to do. We 
want to improve. Our goal coming into this 
season was to improve every day. The girls 
have nothing to be ashamed of. Now, we 
are fighting for third place in SA in the 
OVAC." 

The Redskins scored the first points of 
Ute game, but it was the only time they led. 
The Patriots' biggest lead was 23. 

Wheeling Purl( led 13-6 at the end of the 
first quarter and extended its advantage to 
32-13 at halftime. Indian Creek, as good 
teams do, made a run in the third quarter, 
but the deficit was too much to overcome. 
Wheeling Park led 40-23 entering the 
fourth. 

"We treated this game like we did the 
Bellaire Ute game," Rossi said. "Wheeling 
Park is just more experienced and have had 
more success as a progrnm. We just wanted 
to come in and give it our best shot. We did 
the best we could. We stuck to our game 
plan. 

"Give Wheeling Park credit. They are 
better. There is nothing wrong with admit
ting that. Our goal is to improve, and if we 
keep on improving we can compete at that 
level. Honestly, we are a 4A school com
peting in SA if you look at the enrollment, 
and we did not back down .. We just have to 
work even harder to compete at that level." 

Indian Creek will play Brooke in the con
solation final Thursday night at home. It 
will be the third meeting of the season 
between the two schools. The Redskins 
have won the first two. 

"We both know each other well," Rossi 
said. "It should be a really good game." 

DRAGONS----------
(Continued from Page 11) 

weren't getting any movement offensively," 
Cain said. '"She did a heckuva job of takmg 
cure of business. That run she went on was 
a big turning point for us and helped us stay 
in front and get confidence." 

With Madonna back in striking distance, 
·Cameron finally separated itself from the 
pesky Bltje Dons with two big 3-pointers 
- one each from Jordyn Hughes and 
Courtney Walker. 

A Walker floater that banked in and two 
Meintel free thmws gave Cameron its first 
double-digit lead and the Dragons were able 
to run out the clock from there. 

"We came in and played a very disci
plined, seasoned team," Madonna coach 
Rodney Boniti said. "We only had one 
game film, but they didn't surprise us. 
Everything we saw in that one game was 
what we prepared for. They got a few shots 
to drol' in the second and same in the third. 

"We have had so many injuries and I 
don't think some of my girls had their legs 
under them. We are going to match up with 
Cameron again in the sectionals .and I am 
excited to see how we fare when we get all 
these girls healtl1y. We are looking forward 
to that second challenge. This is a pretty 
competitive section and region." 

Walker chipped in with 10 points for the 
Dragons (19-1). 

Alimario had a monster game for the 
Blue Dons (8-1 I) with 16 points and 15 
rebounds. 

Next up for the Dragons is a date with 
history in the final championship game of 
the weekend. 

"First one in school history, we are really 
excited for this opportunity," he said. "We 
don't really know a lot about Beallsville, 
but we expect a bard-fought game. We will 
be prepared." 

CENTRAL-----------
(cont1nued from Page 11) 

"In the first half we played good defense, 
number 14 (Morgan Borich) was killing 
us," Kurtz said. "We put Taylor (Duplaga) 
on her in the second half. I don't think she 
scored in the third quarter. Overall, I'm 
pretty happy with the effort." 

Pour Maroon Knights scored in double 
figures as Reinbeau led the way as she 
compiled I 7 points while Duplaga netted 
13 points. Bennington was also solid as she 
contributed with 11 points. White, who 
has been starting for the injured Eden Gain
er, netted 16 points including hitting three 
long range shots. The sophomore hit a 
clutch 3-pointer to'break an 18-18 tie with 
about four seconds to go in the second 
quarter. 

"She's been playing great since Eden's 
been out," Kurtz said about White. "She hit 
a couple of big 3-pointers, especially the 
one at the half to give us the lead. She was 
in foul trouble, so we just ran her in there 
and she made the shot. You can't ask for 
much more than that." 

The Cadets, however showed some life 
as they cut the deficit to I I as they reeled 

off eight of the next 10 points to put the 
score. at 3 7 -2 6 with 1: 3 2 to go in the third. 
In the fourth quarter, Fort Frye was able to 
get within 10 on two occasions, but that 
was as close as it would get. After a Borich 
bucket to put the score at 49-39, Wheeling 
Central scored six consecutive points to put 
the game out of reach with 2:33 to play. 

"I think if we would have been a little bit 
more prepared for tlrnt (the press in the 
third), it could have been a little bit differ
ent," Fort Frye coach Dan Liedtke said. 
"We kind of got knocked back on our heels 
there a little bit. They took advantage of it. 
You're playing against a really good team, 
that's the thing but when you're playing a 
caliber of Wheeling Central, you can make 
mistakes, but you can't make very many 
mistakes. I really felt our girls, all in all, 
did a nice job as fur as playing that caliber. 
We're very young. Very, very young, but 
we stepped up to the challenge." 

Boncb led tile way for the Cadets as she 
compiled a game-high 23 points as she net
ted five shots from behind the arc. Karlee 
Ross tallied IO points for the Cadets. 

PANTHERS----------
( Contlnned from Page 11) 

coach Tom Figurski said. "Big Red led 
most of the game. We knew we were going 
to get their best after Saturday. For playing 
five games in eight days, I couldn't ask for 
any more from this crew. 

"They play with a lot of heart. They 
never quit. They never give up. That is 
Buckeye Local basketball," 

Buckeye Local will play in its second 
nv Ar litlt"'. vnmr in thrPP. vrnn:: lnnldno 

the game all we could ask of them is to go 
out there and play as hard as they can. I 
love our kids and they did that. They com
peted bard a!'ter a tough loss on Saturday. 
For the most part we were in control for 
most of the game. 

"Emily (Holzopfel) is really hard to 
stop. We wanted to make someone else 
beat us and give Buckeye Local credit, 
thPv lrnrl n rnimlP of ofrlc (!tPn 11n nt thP 

Tigers Eliminate Zeps 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

SARAHSVILLE - Shadyside had 
become pretty much a constant in the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Class 2A Girls 
Basketball Championship game. 

After appearing in five of the first six 
title games, the Tigers have found them
selves at home on championship Saturday 
each of the last five years. 

That is about a change. 
The third-seeded Lady Tigers fought off 

a talented Shenandoah squad Monday 
evening, 54-51, to earn a spot in the 2A 
title game, which will be played Saturday 
morning at 10. 

"One of the goals we set the start of the 
season was to be playing on Saturday at 
OUE," Shadyside coach Serge Gentile 
said. "I am really proud of the girls for the 
amount of work and sacrifice they put in. 
Getting to this point isn't easy. Al eight 
people in our rotation played a pivotal role 
m this game at some part." 

Next up for Shadyside is a rubber match 
meeting with fourth-seeded River, which 
went on the road and knocked off top
seeded Steubenville Catholic. 

"I don't think we'd want it any other 
way," Gentile said of the upcoming meet
ing with the Pilots. "It's a rivalry game 
and anytime Shadyside and River play, in 
any sport, it's going to be a fun one. It 
should be exciting." 

Before any focus could be shifted to the 
title game. Shadyside was a in a legiti
mate, 32-thinute battle with the Zeps (15-
5). It was a game that was played within 
no more than a seven-point window and 
featured 11 lead changes, including four 
in the fourth quarter. 

Talented freshman Baylee Wach put 
Shadyside on top 45-43 with a nice drive 
to the basket. Shenandoah took the lead 
back when Dani Dimmerling g9t a 
rebound and goal. 

However, that lead was short-lived. 
Shadyside senior Haylee Gregan buried 
her third 3-pointer of the game, giving the 
Tigers a 48-46 lead. . 

Shenandoah never recovered from 
there. Tigers freshman Tory Hendershot, 
who came up big time and time again in 
the fourth, drove in for a bucket, putting 
Shadyside back up by three. 

Zeps senior Taylor Franklin, who led all 
scorers in the game with 24 points, 
meshed two at the foul line, but the Tigers 
responded with four straight points, 
including another Hendershot goal. Jaycee 
Mayeres and Syd Destifanes, who had a 
huge defensive rebound before being 
fouled, each sank 1 of 2 at the line to help 
keep the Zeps at bay. 

"Both Shenandoah and us are very sim
ilar teams in terins ·of our size and even 
style of play," Gentile said. '/They're 
aggressive on defense and it gave us some 
trouble, especially in the first half. I think 
we settled down in the second half and got 
some better looks. Every game isn't going 
to be ideal where you play a perfect game. 
Sometimes, you have to gut out some 
wins and this was one of those games for 
us. We got a couple of key stops when we 
needed them and found a way.' 

Shadyside held a 14-9 lead after one 
thanks to the early bot shooting of Greian, 
who scored seven of her 13 in the ftrst. 
Shenandoah got going behind Franklin in 
the second and climbed within two at 29-
2 7 at the half. 

With Franklin scoring seven more, the 
Zeps outscored the Tigers, 14-12 in the 
third for a 41-41 reading entering the 
fourth. 

"It was just a back-and-forti1 game and 
I thought we had control for a little bit, but 
we made some dumb mistakes," Shenan
doah coach Eric Beskid said. "We allowed 
them to drive on us and we knew that's 
what they wanted to do. It got to us late. 
Shadyside'a heck of a team and we knew 
that. .. 

The Tigers were led by Hendershot's 
17 points and seven rebounds. Gregan's 
production backed her. Wach chipped in 
with nine and six boards. Freshman Brin
ley Steen scored seven, all of which came 
in the first half. 

Though she only had one field goal, 
senior Jess Cicogna recorded five blocked 

shots for the Tigers. 
IA Semifinal 

Beallsville 40, Trinity 
BEALLSVILLE - Ashley Howell and 

Ashlie Louden both compiled 15 points as 
Beallsville defeated Trinity. 

2A 
River 64, Steubenville Catholic 55 

STEU)3ENVILLE - Lauren Flannery 
tallied 26 points as River took down 
Steubenville Catholic. Candace Caldwell 
secured 13 points for the Pilots while Ali 
Long netted 12. 

For the Crusaders, Julia Zatta and 
Christine Dombrowski each secured 1 7 
points. 

4A . 
Cambridge 58, St. Clairsville 26 

CAMBRIDGE - Lilly Ritz supplied 
30 points as Cambridge defeated St. 
Clairsville. 

Ari Reager tallied eight points to· lead 
the Red Devils. 

SA 
Parkersbnrg South 53, Brooke 42 

WELLSBURG - Hope Bowman net
ted a team-high 15 points, but Brooke fell 
to Parkersburg South. Chloe Fox also. net
ted 12 points for tl1e Bruins. 

Consolation 
,John Marshall 64, University 57 

MOUNDSVILLE - Shay Straughn 
compiled a game-high 34 points hitting 
five shots from behind the arc as John 
Marshall defeated University. Avery Der
row was also solid for the Monarchs as 
she scored 16 points. 

St. John 42, Paden City 31 
PADEN CITY - Kaylin Nixon tallied 

15 points while Alyssa Busack netted 11 
as St. John defeated Paden City. 

Hannah Loy had a team-high 12 points 
for the Wildcats. 

Valley 52, Barnesville 51 
BARNESVILLE - Three Valley play

ers scored in double figures as it edged 
Barnesville. Sophie Palmer had 13 points, 
nine steals and eight assists to lead the 
way for the Lumberjills while Jenna Dalli
son secured 12. Caitlyn Underwood had 
IO points and eight rebounds to round out 
the double fi!lllre scorers. 

Dulcie Cnstman bad a game-high 24 
points for the Shamrocks. 

Union Local 73, Monroe Central 43 
BELMONT - Haley Porter secured 

28 points to lead Union Local to a victory 
over Monroe Central. Casey Kildow net
ted 15 points for the Jets while Hannah 
Porter had 13. 

For the Seminoles, Sierra Rainey tallied 
12 points and Amy Bettinger secured I 0. 

Bridgeport 56, Caldwell 44 
BRIDGEPORT - Marissa Beal scored 

21 points including 12 in the fourth quar
ter as Bridgeport defeated Caldwell. 

Harrison Central 66, Oak Geln 49 
NEW CUMBERLAND - Alex Wiley 

and Lexee McAfee both tallied 18 points 
as Harrison Central defeated Oak Glen. 
Sydney Starr was also solid for the 
Huskies as she compiled 13 points. 

For the Golden Bears, Reece Enochs 
had 12 points. 

Regular Season 
Tyler Consolidated 69, Wirt 35 

MIDDLEBOURNE - Josey Jones 
was unstoppable as she compiled 29 
points and had nine steals as Tyler Con
solidated defeated Wirt. 

Peyton Kocher had 14 points while 
JoLee Walton grabbed 10 boards for the 
Silver Knights. 

East Richland Christian 42 
Wood Co. Christian 37, 2OT 

WILLIAMSTOWN - Ally Stewart 
filled the stat sheet as she tallied 24 
points, grabbed 12 rebounds and dished 
out six assists as East Richland Christian 
downed Wood· County Christian. 

Stewart also shot 54 percent from the 
floor. • 

Boys 
St. Clairsville 57, Martins Ferry 48 
MARTINS FERRY - Matt Busby net

ted 19 points as St. Clairsville took down 
Martins Ferry. 

Brett Vike tallied 14 point for the Red 
Devils while Craig Bober netted 11. 

For the Pufllle Riders. Deandre Pugh 
led the way with 13 points while Dasyn 
Hores had 11. 

Suspect Deported Twice 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 

- A man being held in a 
suspected drunken-driving 
crash that killed Indi
anapolis Colts linebacker 
Edwin Jackson and bis 
Uber Uriver has been twice 
deported from tile U.S. -
a revelation an Indiana 

ing illegally in the U.S. 
Police said Jackson, 

who grew up in Atlanta, 
and Uber driver Jeffrey 
Monroe, 54, were standing 
outside Monroe's car 
along I-70 after Jackson 
became ill while Monroe 
was transporting him for 

cause affidavit. 
That affidavit, which 

was filed Sunday under the 
fake name Manuel Orrego
Savala gave police, also 
states two vials of blood 
were drawn from Orrego
Savala by a nurse at a hos
pital about 90 minutes 
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lead the way for Wheelint Park. Laurel 
Robb recorded a game-high 16 points, 
Bella Abernathy tallied 14 and Kylie 
McKennen collected 1 0. 

"We scrimmaged Indian Creek, so we 
knew about them," Young said. "Their 
coach is doing a great job. They have gotten 
a lot better since that scrimmage. They took 
care of the ball well. They just struggled to 
score in the halfcourt. We did a ~ood of 
rebounding and limiting them to Just one 
shot." 

Ashley Yalch and Mackenzie Orban net-

DRAGONS 
(Continued from Page 11) 

weren't getting any movement offensively," 
Cain said. "She did a hcckuva job of takmg 
care of business. That run she went on was 
a big turning point for us and helped us stay 
in front and get confidence." 

With Madonna back in striking distance, 
Cameron finally separated itself from the 
pesky Blue Dons with two big 3-pointers 
- one each from Jordyn Hughes and 
Courtney Walker. 

A Walker floater that banked in and two 
Meintel free throws gave Cameron its first 
double-digit lead and the Dragons were able 
to run out the clock from there. 

"We came in and played a very disci
plined, seasoned team," Madonna coach 
Rodney Boniti said. "We only had one 
game film, but they didn't surprise us. 
Everything we saw m that one game was 
what we prepared for. They got a few shots 
to drop in the second and same in the third. 

ting that Our goalls to Improve, and ifwe 
keep on improving we can compete at that 
level. Honestly, we are a 4A school com
peting in SA if you look at the enrollment, 
and we did not back down. We just have to 
work even harder to compete at that level." 

Indian Creek will play Brooke in the con
solation final Thursday night at home. It 
will be the third meeting of the season 
between the two schools. The Redskins 
have won the first two. 

"We both know each other well," Rossi 
said. "It should be a really good game." 

"We have had so many injuries and I 
don't think some of my girls had their legs 
under them. We are going to match up with 
Cameron again in tlte sectionals .and I am 
excited to see how we fare when we get all 
these girls healthy. We are looking forward 
to that second challenge. This is n pretty 
competitive section and region." 

Walker chipped in with 10 points for the 
Dragons (19-1). 

Alimnrio had a monster game for the 
Blue Dons (8-11) with 16 points and 15 
rebounds. 

Next up for the Dragons is n date with 
history in Ute final championship game of 
the weekend. 

"First one in school histo11:, we are really 
excited for this opportunity," he said. ''We 
don't really know a lot about Beallsville, 
but we expect a hard-fought game. We will 
be prepared." 

CENTRAL-----------
(Continued from Page 11) 

"In the first half we played good defense, 
number 14 (Morgun Borich) WlLS killing 
us," Kurtz said. "We put Taylor (Duplaga) 
on her in the second half. I don't think she 
scored in the third quarter. Overall, I'm 
pretty happy with the effort." 

Pour Maroon Knights scored in double 
figures as Reinbeau led the way as she 
compiled I 7 points while Duplaga netted 
13 points. Bennington was also solid as she 
contributed with 11 points. White, who 
has been suirting for the injured Eden Gain
er, netted 16 points including hitting three 
long range shots. The sophomore hit a 
clutch 3-pointer to break an 18-18 tie with 
about four seconds to go in the second 
quarter. 

"She's been playing great since Eden's 
been out," Kurtz said about White. "She hit 
a couple of big 3-pointers, especially the 
one at the half to give us the lend. She was 
in foul trouble, so we just ran her in there 
and she made the shot. You can't ask for 
much more than that." 

The Cadets, however showed some life 
us they cut the deficit to 1 I as they reeled 

off eight of the next 10 points to put the 
score at 37-26 with 1:32 to go in the third. 
In the fourth quarter, Fort Frye was able to 
get within 10 on two occasions, but that 
WILS as close as it would get After a Borich 
bucket to put the score at 49-39, Wheeling 
Central scored six consecutive points to put 
the fame out of reach with 2:33 to play. 

" think if we would have been a little bit 
more prepared for that (the press in the 
third), it could have been a little bit differ
ent,'' Fort Frye coach Dan Liedtke said. 
"We kind of got knocked back on our heels 
there a little bit. They took ndvanuige of it. 
You're playing against a really good team, 
that's the thing but when you're playing a 
caliber of Wheeling Central, you can make 
mistakes, but you can't make very many 
mistakes. I really felt our ~iris, all in nil, 
did • nice job as fur us playmg that caliber. 
We're very young. Very, very young, but 
we stepped up to tl1e challenge." 

Bonch led the way for the Cadets as she 
compiled a game-high 23 points as she net
ted five shots from behind the arc. Karlee 
Ross tallied IO points for tlte Cadets. 

PANTHERs----------
(Continned from Page 11) 

coach Tom Pigurski said. "Big Red led 
most of the game. We knew we were going 
to get their best after Saturday. For playing 
five games in eight days, I couldn't ask for 
any more from this crew. 

''They play with a lot of heart. They 
never quit. They never give up. That is 
Buckeye LoCIII b,Lsketball." 

Buckeye Local will play in its second 
OV AC lltle game in three years, looking 
for the school's first conference champi
onship in 26 years. 

"It means a lot to be in the champi
onship," Figurski snid. "We tell the girls at 
the beginning of the year that the last 
OV AC title we won was in 1992, so our 
motto is 'no more 1992.' We've got a 
chance to go out there and show what we 
are made of on Saturday. This opportunity 
only knocks so many times. We're back in 
the OV AC title game and that is where we 
want to be." 

Steubenville led by six at halftime and 
three going to the fourth quarter, leading 
by us many as many as four late in the con
test. 

"It's tough," Steubenville coach Jeff 
Lombardo said. "We told the girls before 

the game nil we could ask of them is to go 
out there and play as hard as they can. I 
love our kids and they did that. They com
peted hard arter a tough loss on Saturday. 
For the most part we were in control for 
most of the game. 

"Emily (Holzopfel) is really hard to 
stop. We wanted to make someone else 
beat us and give Buckeye Local credit, 
they had a couple of girls step up nt the 
end and make big shots." 

Holzopfel - who finished with a dou
ble-double lending Buckeye Local with 
game-highs in points (23), rebounds (10) 
and assists (four) - tied the game at 46-
46 with her second 3-pointer of the tilt 
with just under a minute to play. Big Red 
regained the lead with a J,lair of free throws 
from Madison Fields with 48 seconds to 
go, before Angelina Piergallini tied the 
game again at 48-48 eight seconds later. 

Picrgallini and Fields each missed 
potential go ahead shots for their respec
tive clubs in the final 30 seconds, before 
Destifanes got the ball with just enough 
time and space to let the game-winner go 
and get swarmed by her teammates and the 
Panthers student section when it went in. 

• Bakery • Great Plates 1$4-$81 
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Before any focus could be shifted to the 
title game, Shadyside was n in a legiti
mate, 32-minute battle with the Zeps (] 5-
5). It was a game that was played within 
no more than a seven-point wmdow and 
featured 11 lead changes, including four 
in the fourth quarter. 

Talented freshman Baylee Wach I?Ut 
Shadyside on top 45-43 with a nice dnve 
to the basket. Shenandoah took the lead 
back when Dani Dimmerling got a 
rebound and goal. 

However, that lead was short-Jived. 
Shadyside senior Haylee Gregan buried 
her third 3-pointer of the game. giving the 
Tigers a 48-46 lead. 

Shenandoah never recovered from 
there. Tigers freshman Tory Hendershot, 
who came up big time and time again in 
the fourth, drove in for a bucket, putting 
Shadyside back up by three. 

Zeps senior Taylor Franklin, who led all 
scorers in the game with 24 points, 
meshed two at the foul line, but the Tigers 
responded with four straight points, 
including another Hendershot goal. Jaycee 
Mayeres and Syd Destifanes, who had a 
huge defensive rebound before being 
fouled, each sank I of 2 at the line to help 
keep the Zeps at bay. 

"Both Shenandoah and us are very sim
ilar teams in tertns -of our size and even 
style of play," Gentile said. '!They're 
aggressive on defense and it gave us some 
trouble, especially in the first half. I think 
we settled down in the second half and ~ot 
some better looks. Every game isn't gomg 
to be ideal where you play a perfect game. 
Sometimes, you have to gut out some 
wins and this was one of those games for 
us. We got a couple of key stol,ls when we 
needed them and found a way.' 

Shadyside held a 14-9 lead after one 
thanks to the early hot shooting of Gregan, 
who scored seven of her I 3 in the first. 
Shenandoah got going behind Franklin in 
the second and climbed within two at 29-
2 7 at the half. 

With Franklin scoring seven more, the 
Zeps outscored the Tigers, 14-12 in the 
third for a 41-41 reading entering the 
fourth. 

"It was just n back-and-forth game and 
I thought we hnd control for a little bit. but 
we made some dumb mistakes," Shenan
doah coach Eric Beskid said. "We allowed 
them to drive on us and we knew that's 
what they wanted to do. It got to us late. 
Shndyside'a heck of a team and we knew 
that.' 

The Tigers were led by Hendershot' s 
17 points and seven rebounds. Gregan's 
production backed her. Wach chipped in 
with nine and six boards. Freshman Brin
ley Steen scored seven, all of which came 
in the first half. 

Though she only had one field goal, 
senior Jess Cicogna recorded five blocked 

'ir,,;;"sh~ts~if;;;'bcl!!;d~tltr;;~-n;"j;h~ 
Marshall defeated University. Avery Der
row was also solid for the Monarchs as 
she scored I 6 points. 

St. John 42, Paden City 31 
PADEN CITY - Knylin Nixon tallied 

15 points while Alyssa Busack netted 11 
us St. John defeated Paden City. 

Hannah Loy had a team-high 12 points 
for the Wildcats. 

Valley 52, BarnesvlIJe 51 
BARNESVILLE - Three Valley play

ers scored in double figures us it edged 
Barnesville. Sophie Palmer had 13 points, 
nine steals and eight assists to lend the 
way for the Lumberjills while Jenna Dalli
son secured I 2. Caitlyn Underwood had 
10 points and eight rebounds to round out 
the double fi&ure scorers. 

Dulcie Cnstman had a game-high 24 
points for the Shamrocks. 

Union Local 73, Monroe Central 43 
BELMONT - Haley Porter secured 

28 points to lead Union Local to a victory 
over Monroe Central. Casey Kildow net
ted I 5 points for the Jets while Hannah 
Porter had 13. 

For the Seminoles, Sierra Rainey Uillied 
12 points and Amy Bettinger secured I 0. 

Bridgeport 56, Caldwell 44 
BRIDGEPORT - Marissa Beal scored 

21 points including 12 in the fourth quar
ter us Bridgeport defeated Caldwell. 

Harrison Central 66, Oak Geln 49 
NEW CUMBERLAND - Alex Wiley 

and Lexee McAfce both tallied 18 points 
as Harrison Central defeated Oak Glen. 
Sydney Starr was also solid for the 
Huskies as she compiled 13 points. 

For the Golden Bears, Reece Enochs 
had 12 points. 

Regular Season 
Tyler Consolidated 69, Wirt 35 

MIDDLEBOURNE - Josey Jones 
was unstoppable as she compiled 2 9 
points and had nine steals as Tyler Con
solidated defeated Wirt. 

Peyton Kocher had 14 points while 
JoLee Walton grabbed 10 boards for the 
Silver Knights. 

East Richland Christian 42 
Wood Co. Christian 37, 20T 

WILLIAMSTOWN - Ally Stewart 
filled the stat sheet as she tallied 24 
points, grabbed 12 rebounds and dished 
out six assists as East Richland Christian 
downed Wood County Christian. 

Stewart also shot 54 percent from the 
floor. 

Boys 
St. Clairsville 57, Martins Ferry 48 
MARTINS FERRY - Matt Busby net

ted I 9 points as St Clairsville took down 
Martins Ferry. 

Brett Vike tallied 14 point for the Red 
Devils while Craig Bober netted 11. 

For the Pu'1'le Riders, Deandre Pugh 
led the way with 13 points while Dasyn 
Hores had I 1. 

Suspect Deported Twice 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 

- A man being held in a 
suspected drunken-driving 
crash that killed Indi
anapolis Colts linebacker 
Edwin Jackson and his 
Uber tiriver has been twice 
deported from the U.S. -
a revelation an Indiana 
congressman said Monday 
should anger "all Ameri
cans." 

Manuel Orrego-Savala, 
37, remained jailed Mon
day but has not been 
charged in Sunday's dead
ly crash along Interstate 
70 in Indianapolis. State 
Police said Monday that 
he's a citizen of Guatemala 
who gave officers a fake 
name when he was arrest
ed following the pre-dawn 
crush. 

Investigators said he 
was deported in 2007 and 
2009, and was again !iv-

ing illegally in the U.S. 
Police said Jackson, 

who grew up in Atlanta, 
and Uber driver Jeffrey 
Monroe, 54. were standing 
outside Monroe's car 
along I- 70 after Jackson 
became ill while Monroe 
was transporting him for 
the ride-hailing company. 

Both men were struck 
and killed by a pickup 
truck driven by Orrego
Savala, police said. Inves
tigators said they believe 
Orrego-Savala, who lives 
in Indianapolis, was intox
icated and driving without 
a license. 

A breath test adminis
tered at the crash scene 
found that Orrego-Savala's 
blood-alcohol content was 
0.239 percent, or nearly 
three times Indiana's legal 
limit of 0.08 percent, 
according to a probable 

cause affidavit. 
That affidavit, which 

was filed Sunday under the 
fake name Manuel Orrego
Savala gave police, also 
states two vials of blood 
were drawn from Orrego
Savala by a nurse at n hos
pi tnl about 90 minutes 
later and sent for annlysis. 
It said Orrego-Savala has 
prior run-ins with law 
enforcement for driving 
without a valid license and 
that he was walking away 
from the crash scene when 
an Indiana state trooper 
arrived and detained him. 

Republican U.S. Rep. 
Todd Rokita said Monday 
in a statement after police 
released details on Orrego
Savala that "the loss of life 
at the hands of illegal 
immigrant criminals 
should make all Hoosiers 
sad and ultimately angry." 
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Bellaire seeks redemption against Central 
By KIM NORTH • after the top-seeded Big close, back-and-forth in the 
Times Leader Sports Writer Reds outlasted No. 4 Buck- first half before we were 

eye Trail, 50-45, Tuesday nble to pull away in the 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE - night inside the Bellaire third quarter," Kurtz 

After losing to Wheeling Middle School Gymnasi- recalled. 'We expect anoth
Park (74-54) in mid-Janu- um. "Wheeling Central is a er very ~lose, competitive 
ary, Bellaire head coach great team. We played them game. Their guards are 
John Farrier said his team earlier in the season, and quick and they pressure you 
had eight rungs on the reg- we didn't feel as if we put from the stnrt." 
ular-season lhdder to climb forth our best effort, so Bellaire, as Kurtz men
if it was to reach its ulti- we're excited for the chal- tioned, relics on its full
mate goal. . lcnge. It's going to be a big court pressure, as well, with 

The Big Reds ( 19-2) ·challenge for us, but w<fll basically five guards on the_ 
haven't mlsscd a beat be ready for it." floor. 
since, winning seven· The Maroon Knights "We like to get after it on 
straight heaping into this, (17-2) advanced with a 59- the defensive end of the 
afternoon's 1 12: 15 show- ' 45 triumph over third-seed- floor," Farrier not.ed. "We 
down with '1"heeling Ceo- ed Fort Frye Monday night. use out defense to setup our 
tral, which hflnded the Bel- in East Wheeling. The offense," 
moot Couqty squad its game was nip-and-tuck for Both teams rely on their 
other setback, 71-49, in• the first half, but the hosts senior leadership. Bellaire 
December. The game will , used their fullcourt pressure has two, Wheeling Central 
pit the top two Class 3A, to reel off 14 unanswered four. 
seeds in the I Ith annual; points to start the third Cierra Davis and De'A
Wheeling Hpspital OVAC quarter and were never sia Burney are the Big 
Girls Baske!ball Chumpi- . threatened by the Cadets. Reds' upperclassmen. 
onshlps.titie:tiit. It wi]]I be' • "We can do that in The 5-4 Davis paced the 
the second of five contests spurts," veteran Wheeling semifinal victory with a 
on the day inside Ohio Uni- Central head coach Penn team-leading 18 points, 
versity Eastern's Health Kurtz said of his team's which included a bonus 
and Physica1 Education defensive pressure. "But goal in each of the first 
Building. Bellaire is relentless. They three panels. She averages 

"We've climbed seven pressure you the entire 10.1 points, 3.2 assists and 
rungs already, so we've got game. 1.7 rebounds. Burney, a 5-
one to go," Farrier said "Our first game was real 2 defensive specialist, aver-

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK 
PICTURED IS the 2017-18 Bellaire girls basketball team. Front row, from left, 
are Brittney Beckett, Michaela Flaherty, Natalie Stoner, Cierra Davis, De'Asla 
Burney, Macl Crozier, Brittany Falcone and Sydney Purtiman. Standing, from 
left, are head coach John Farrier, Mia Gavarkavlch, Katrina·Davis and assistant 
coach Hutch McFeely. 

ages 5.4 points. 3.1 assists 

See, 3A, Page 4 

Sch~dule 
Class 2A - 10 a.m. 

No. 3 Shadyside vs. 
No. 4 Rhrar ~Paga 5 • 1 
Class fA-;- 12:15 p.m.1 
No. 1 Bellaire ivs. I 

! ' 

GOOD LUCK 
BELLAIRE LADY 

BIG REDS 
No, 2 Wheab'\9 CC - Page 3 i 
Class 4A~ 2:30 p.m. l 

No. 1 Cambrl(!g~ vs, 
• No, 2 Bu<;kayj, - Paga 7 

. Class 5Aj- 4:45 p.m, ; 
No. 3 Parl\~ South Vll, : . 

No. 4 Whae61 Parl<- Page 6 i 
Class·:t. - 7 p,m; I 

No.. 1' Cam n vs, 1 

No. 2 Bealls le - Page 9 

John Leonard 
Aggregate & Concrete Sales 

5300 Guernsey St. 
Bellaire, OH 43906 

Phone: (740) 676-6606 
fax: (740) 676-1880 

Mobile (740) 819-3384 
Email: ltlsonconcreta@yalloo.com 

LEVA'S 
.QUALITY 
JEW,EliJIYi 
.,:JJOO.~~~&rll4tre. 
740-67645382·· • •. 
WebiJtiigold, sl/Denf, 

diam/Jnds at Ute •• • 
. ; !,tghestpossible pricer 

AMERICAN 
LEGION 
POST 52 

3600 Guernsey Street, 
Bellaire OH 

(740 }676-2616 



OVAC BASKETBALL 

Photo Provided 
PICTURED IS the 2016-17 Wheeling Central girls basketball team. Front row, 
from left are Jasmine Bumblco, Marissa Horan, Brynna Jackson, Jayden _Cook, 
Katie B~iler and Maggie Fahey. Second row, from left, are Allison Davidson, 
Hannah White, Kaylee Reinbeau, Taylor Duplaga, Lexi Saunders, Riley Ben
ning1on, Kaitlyn Fems, Balley Nixon and Eden Gainer. Third row, from left, are 
Rachel Cupp, Alexis MIiis, Suzie Daller, Paul Kurtz, He~d Coach Penn Kurtz: 
Hayden Cook, Chris Bucori, Tristan White and Chloe Vognn. 
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and 2. 7 rebounds. She had 
six points and played a key 
role in keeping the Buckeye 
Trail guards out of the 
scorebook. 

''Those two are our lead
ers. I'm so happy they 
finally get to play for an 
OV AC championshir.," 
Farrier said. "They ve 
worked so hard in their 
careers. They deserve to 
win a title." 

A pair of junior.standouts 
and an athletic sophomore 
complete the starting fiv~. 
The juniors arc 5-4 _Natahe 
Stoner ana 5-5 Mac1 Crozt
er, while 5-3 Katrina Davis 

1224 Chapline St. 
Wheeling 

304-232-0028 
www.mancan.com 

Good Luck 
Lady Maroon Knights 

is the sophomore. Stoner 
and Crozier each average a 
shade over. 13 points, while 
Katrina Davis chips in just 
under I 3. Katrina Davis 
leads the team in rebound
ing at 7. 6 and also charts 
2.5 assists per contest. 
Crozier checks in with 
seven boards, while Stoner 
grabs 3.3. 

"Maci' s shooting has 
gotten better and she plilys 
hard on defense," Farrier 
noted. "Natalie can really 
shoot the 3, but has devel
oped into more of a role 
player this season. Katrina 
is a "Russell Westbrook" 
tyf.!: of player. She can do it 
1 " a . 

Coming off the bench are 
5-9 Michaela Flaherty and 
5-4 Brittany Falcone, both 
juniors. Flaherty has seen 
action in every game, 
sometimes as a starter, and 
averages 9.1 points and 6.2 
rebounds. Falcone averages 
2.4 points and 2.3 boards 
in limited time. Junior Syd
ney Purtiman (5-8) and 
sophomore Mia 
Gavarkavich (5-4) could 
also sec action. 

Wheeling Central is led 
by seniors Taylor Duplaga 
(5-6) and Riley Bennington 
(5-6). 

Duplaga, who is h_eaded 
to Fainnont State Umvcrs1-
ty to play hoops, leads the 
Maroon Knights with ~ 16-
po int-a-game norm. She 
also grabs four rcbou~d.s 
and hands out three assists 

BELLAIRE 
JUNIOR Natal
ie Stoner Is 
one of the key 
cogs to suc
cess for the 
Lady Reds this 
season. 

per outing. Bennington, a 
ltighly touted softbaJI pitch
er, averages 10 points and 
6 rebounds. 

"We rely on their leader
ship. They are both 4-year 
players," Kurtz said. "They 
are also our best defensive 
players." 

Sophomore Kaylee Rein
beau (6-0) is the team's 
second leading scorer at 14 
a game. She also leads the 
team in rebounding with 8 
a game and averages 2.5 
assists. • 

Other starters arc junior 
Kaitlyn Ferns (5-8) and 
sophomore Hannah White 
(5-5). White averages 11 
points and Ferns checks in 
with six rebounds. 

Lending support off the 
bench are seniors Riley 
Blaha (5-7) and Lexi Saun
ders (5-6); junior Bailey 
Nixon ( 5-6) and freshmen 
Tristen White (6-0). 

Reinbeau led the way 
against Fort Frye with I 7 
points. Right behind was 
Hannah White with 16. 
Duplaga added 13 and Ben
nington 1 I. 

Wheeling Central will be 
playing without the services 
of sophomore starter Eden 
Gainer (5-6). She hasn't 
played since Christmas. 

"We will miss her. She 
was a big factor in the first 
game," Kurtz stressed. 

Wheeling Central's two 
losses have come to Sis
sonvillc and Morgantown. 
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Class 2A 

River, Shadyside set for rubbermatch 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times ~eader Sports Editor-

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
Shadyside and River have 
already met twice season. 

The Tigers and Pilots 
each won on their home 
court Shady~ide was a 59-
51 victor on Jan. 22, while 
the Pilots prevailed, 43-42, 
on Feb. 1. 

The two 1'4uads will play 
in a rubbermatch this morn
ing with much bigger 
stakes than,just the season 
series on the line. 

Third-seeded Shadyside 
and fourth-seeded River -
by virtue of their respective • 
upset wins on Monday 
evening - earned the right 
to play one. another in the 
2A title game of the Wheel
ing Hospital OV AC Girls 
Basketball !championship 
at Ohio University East
em's Heath and Physical 
Education Center. 

Other than the actual 
familiarity involved with 
playing each other, both 
head coaches - Shady
side's Serge Gentile and 
River's Rick Isaly -
agreed that the prior meet
ings have absolutely noth
ing to do with what will 
transpire today in the first 
of a five-game day. 

"When you're playing a 
team for the third time, 
there are definitely no 
secrets involved," Gentile 
said. "You have an idea of 
what they're going to do 
and they have an idea of 
what we're going to do. 
Each gam~ has its own 
identity and there aren't a 
lot of things you can plan 
out." 

To get to the third meet
ing, the Tigers dispatched 
second-seeded Shenandoah, 
while River went on the 
road and avenged a loss 
from last season against 
Steubenville Central. 

"Every game is different, 

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK 
PICTURED IS the 2017-18 Shadyside g[rls basketball team. Front row, from left, 
are Sarah Teasdale, Madisyn Stewart, Mattie Reiman, Brooke Selmon, Julie 
Hendershot and kaylee Savage. Second row, from left, are Hayley Osman, 
Macy Coffland, Hayles Gregan, Jess Cicogna, Jaycee Mayeres and Sydnle 
Destifanes. Back row, from left, are head coach Serge Gentile, Kamdyn Elerick, 
Bayles Wach, manager Jaxon Gentile, Brinley Steen, Tori Hendershot and 
assistant coach Brandon Parr. • 

but we'll look at the first 
two games and try to adjust 
to what they did," Isaly 
admitted. "They're watch
ing the same films we are, 
so they'll adjust and we'll 
adjust" . 

ances. The Pilots, who own 
four titles, but none since 
2004, took part in the final 
in 2013, 15 and 16. 

It's been frustrating to be 
there three times and not 
come back with a champi
onship." 

As Gentile pointed out, 
the Pilots come into the 
final riding a wave of 
momentum with a six-game 
winning streak to their 
credit. Shadyside, prior to 
the OV AC semifinal, had 
dropped two straight, but 
both losses were to teams 
playing today (River and 
Bellaire). 

game is going to come 
down to which team can 
knock shots down," Isaly 
said. "Shadyside has more 
shooters than we have, but I 
feel like our kids are com
petitors and they'll battle. I 
think this is going to be a 
great game." 

Shadyside definitely 
likes to get its fair share of 
3-polnters up. The Tigers 
have knocked down 143 
shots from behind the arc. 
River, meanwhile, has hit 
only 46 triples. 

"For us to accomplish 
what we want to accom-

• plish, it's going to take 
everyone's best effort," 

Gentile said. "Our kids 
have done a great job of 
looking at the bigger pic
ture and that means it takes 
all 16 girls." 

Shadyside employs an 
eight-girl rotation. Though 
the rotation has remained 
constant, the order at which 
the players appear under
went a change late last 
month. 

"We .have a very 
unselfish team," Gentile 
said. "None of the girls 
have their own agenda. It's 
a very close group aod it 
doesn't matter who starts 

Sae, 3A, Page 6 

GOOD LUCK 
SHADYSIDE 

LADY TIGERS! 

• CentrakGtille ·, 
Atrsp;,.[;,A;ln,~ tltt/81 
Stop In Atw Th0c_Gamel 

740-676-7000. 

Neither team is a 
stranger to the champi
onship game. Shadyside is 
making its sixth appearance 
and seeking its third title in 
this format. The Tigers 
claimed crowns in 201 I 
and 2013 and own seven 
titles, all told. 

"Our number one-goal of 
the season is the OV AC," 
Isaly, a member of the bas
ketball championship com
mittee, said. "We pride our
selves on getting into the 
top four and then to the 
championship game. Get
ting back to this game has 
been our nurhbcr one goal 
all season and now we want 
to win the championship. "The bottom line is the l'---------...J 

"It's always nice to see 
one of your goals come to 
fruition," Gentile said. 
''We've beeQ taking (the 
season) one day at a time 
and that's the approach 
we'll continue with. We 
know River is playing very 
well and we have a tough 
task ahead of us." 

River, however, has left 
Belmont County with a 
sour taste in its mouth in 
e_ach of its three appear-

Good Lu::k. Ledy Tigers! 
• Bridge • Construction 
• Slip Repair 
• Utility Installation 

The re~on·, leading provider ol quollly • Site Prep & More 

56461 Ferry Landing Road• Sha~yslde, OH 43947 

740-676-7464 
www.owvexcavatlng.com 
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Class 5A 

Park, South primed for 
OVAC title game rematch 
By BUBBA KAPRAL 
Executive Sports Edrtor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE ? 
Make no doubt about it, the 
Lady Patriots will be leav
ing Ohio University Eastern 
with the OV AC 5A Basket
ball Championship trophy 
Saturday night. 

The $64,000 question, 
hc,1ever, is which Patriot 
contingent? 

Wheeling Park and Park
ersburg South will renew 
acquaintances in the big
school championship game, 
a replay of last year's 

championship tilt. In that of road wins in their respec
contest, Wheeling Park dis- live semifinals. Park, No. 4 
mantled their Wood County seed, took out top-seeded 
counterparts, rolling to a Indian Creek 56-34 Mon-
68-54 triumph. day, while No. 3 seeded 

There will be no surpris- South made the long trip to 
es when the two Patriots vie Wellsburg a successful one, 
at 4:45 p.m. They have bouncing No. 2 seed 
split regular-season affairs, Brooke, 53-42. 
with the visitors prevailing "Our kids were excited 
on each occasion. after beating Indian Creek 

Park posted n 75-67 win for a couple of reasons," 
in Parkersburg while South Park head coach Rynn 
avenged that loss with a Young said. "First, they get 
51-40 at The Palace On a chance to defend their O • 

The Hill. OV AC title. Second, they 
Park aad South advanced. 

to the fmnls on the strength See, SA, Page 8 

GOOD LUCK RIVER 

PholoAlRUCE CRAWFORD 
PICTURED IS the 2017-18 River varsity girls basketball team. Front row, from 
left; are Riley Lollathin, Lauren Flannery, Livi Rose and Hannah Straub. Stand
ing, from left, are Makenzie Cleszewski, Alli Long, Carsyn Reynolds and Can
dace Caldwell. 

2A---------------
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because we've tried to tell 
them that it's going to come 
down to matchups and how 
someone is playing." 

Shadyside, which aver
ages 5 7.4 points a game, 
has two starters averaging 
double figures. Talented 
freshmen Baylee Wach 
( 1 I. 2) and Tory Hender
shot (I 1.0) lead the way. 
Wach is the team's leading 
rebounder at eight a night 

The third member of the 
freshmen triumvirate is 
Brinley Steen,'who has also 
been impressive this sea
son. She scores at a seven 
points per game clip. 

''Their freshmen group is 
more mature than most 
freshmen I've seen," Isaly 

' ,.,, said. "Hendershot and 
Wach are really nice play
ers, but they're not alone. 
They have an advantage 
over us with their depth." 

Junior Syd Destifanes 
and Jaycee Mayeres, who 
average six and eight 
points, respectively, round 
out the starting lineup. Des-

tifanes is the Tigers' floor 
general and averages four 
rebounds, four assists and 
three steals per game, too. 

Off the bench, Shadyside 
utilizes senior Jess Cicogna, 
who had a huge game on 
the defensive end at 
Shenandoah; senior Haylee 
Gregan, who supplied an 
instant spark against the 
Zeps with seven points in 
the first quarter; and junior 
Maci Coffland, who is a 
solid rebounder and post 
defender. 

River, meanwhile, is· led 
by talented junior Lauren 
Flannery. A recent member 
of the 1,000-point club, 
Flannery Is one. of the 
area's premier players at 
the point-guard spot. She 
stuffs the stat sheet to a 
tune of 19 points, 4. 7 
rebounds, 3. 6 assists and 
3.5 assists a night 

"She's n phenomenal 
player," .Gentile said of 
Flannery. "When you watch 
her play, It doesn't take 
long to realize why they run 

everything through her. 
She's a great leader, she 
handles the ball, has great 
vision and makes her team
mates better. We have to be 
able to slow her down to 
give ourselVes a chance." 

Though Flannery leads 
the way for the Pilots' all
underclass lineup, she's not 
alone. Sophomore Ali Long 
has been impressive on the 
interior, averaging I 0.4 
points and 8.3 rebounds a 
contest 

Junior Carsyn Reynolds 
averages 7.1 points and 5.3 
boards. Junior Candace 
Caldwell, who had a big 
game against the Crusaders, 
nets 6.5 points and four 
rebounds per. 

Junior guard Riley Lol
lathin rounds out the start
ing lineup with 4.8 points 
and 3.8 steals a contest. 

Rounding out the Pilots' 
rotation are junior Livi 
Rose and Mikenzie 
Cieszeski. Both average 3.2 
points a game. 
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Class 4A 

Buckeye to face tough test in Cambridge 
y SETH STASKEY 
mes Leader Sports Editor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
lengthy title drought is 

:rtain to come an end this 
ternoon in Onss 4A. 
When top-seeded Cam
idge and second-seeded 
uckeye Local clnsh In the 
tampionship game of the 
'heeling Hospital OV AC 
iris Basketball Champi-
1ship something is going 
give. • 
The Bobcats, who are 
5-2, have never won an 
V AC title and the Pan
ers, who come in with a 
5-6 record, haven't hoist
! the hardware since 
)92. 
"This is what I had envi
oned several years ago 
hen we decided: to get 
,valved in this t:ourna
ent," Cambridge head 
,ach Dan Linscott said. "I 
ish we had been in it back 
, 2008 and some other 
,ars because we feel like 
e could.have fared well. 
ut, once we got the oppor
mity to juggle our .sched
le, I wanted us to be in 
lis event" 
Buckeye Local, mean
hile, owns only the afore
tentioned title in its 
:hool's history. The Pun
ters played in the 2016 
tle gnme, falling to Union 
ocal. 
ult's been 25 years now 

T-1. Photo/SETH STASKEY 
PICTURED IS the 2017-18 Buckeye Local girls basketball team. Front row, from 
left, are Skyler Langford, Brooklyn Miller, Angelina Plergalllnl, Madelyne Gill, 
Carrie Dill and Lillie Windsheimer. Standing, from left, are assistant coach Chris
tine Defede, Megan Valuska; Emily Holzopfel, Alalre Destlfanes, Rachel Moore, 
assistant coach Brf!lany Hicks and assistant coach Charlie Nest. 

1d we use it every ,year ... Photo Provided 

,o more l992,"' Buckeye PICTURED IS the 2017-18 Cambridge girls basketball team. Front row, from 
,ad coach Tom Figurski left, Marissa DuBeck, Allyssa Ball, LIiiy Ritz, Charlie Endly, Deonna Hall and 
,id. "The opportumity to· Miranda Hill. Back row, from left, are Desire Correa, Adison Snyder, Alexis 
ay in this game is some- Wilkinson, Khloe Taylor, Taylar Slaughter, Mckenzie Deeks and Joslyn Murrey. 
fog we don't take for 
'llllted. It's something the 
ttire school and our com
unity should cherish 
:cause it doesn't happen 
1ery year." 
The teams reached this 
,int in drastically clifferent 
ays. Cambridge rolled 
LSt St. Clairsville, 58-32, 

while the Panthers needed 
an Alaire Destifanes buzzer 
beater to escape 
Steubenville's upset bid, 
50-48. 

"That (win) just a testi
mony to our team." Figurs
ki explained. "These girl~ 
just have !hast never-give-

up attitude. Steubenville led 
for a majority of that game, 
but our team's heart really 
showed through. I don't 
think we led until the final 
minute of the game." . 

The Bobcats - as they 
did earlier in the senson -
had no issues with the Red 

Devils, taking control early 
and never looking back. 

"We really moved the 
ball well and did what we 
needed to do," Linscott 
said. "All of the girls who 
played contributed in some 
way. Our girls play well 
together and it's a very 

close group." The Guernsey County 
Cambridge has been atop combine's nttack begins 

tl1e 4A standings all winter with talented senior Lilly 
and when Figurski began Ritz. The 6-2 post player, 
his preparations, he doesn't who is the daughter of for
see too many chinks in the mer MLB pitcher Kevin 
armor. Ritz and a state runnerup in 

"We know what Cum- the high jump Inst spring, 
bridge brings to the table," has been n dominating 
Figurski said. "They're force on both ends for the 
aggressive, they get after Bobcats. Ritz is averaging 
you in the full court. If we . 2 I points !IJ!d 12 rebounds 
can handle their pressure, a game. 
we can compete. If we She's not been a one
allow that to get to us, it year standout either. She's 
could be a long night." 

See, 4A, Page 8 
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still have a bad taste in their 
mouth from our last Park
ersburg South game." 

Park sports a 14-5 record 
while South is 15-3. Park is 

• ranked No. 6 in the latest 
West Virginia Class AAA 
ratings while South is No. 

2. 
The Wood Countians 

have one OV AC girls hoop 
banner in the school's 
archives (2014.) Park has 
pocketed 13 conference 
girls hoop crowns, second 
most to St. John Central's 

GOODLUCK 
I I CAMBRIDGE 
LADY BOBCATSI 

I AIS 

LADY 
,i:BOBCATS 

'' 
I 

GOO! LUCK IN 
1_THE1;FINALS 

!ifrom 
Cambfidge Bobcat 

Booster Club 

15. 
11 It is a nice reward for 

the girls," South head coach 
Ed Davis said. "We didn't 
play that well in our semifi
nal win against Brooke. 
They are much improved ' 
but there was a lot of flu 
involved." 

South hangs it hat on sti
fling defense and physical 
play. It is limiting teams to 
Jlli!t 4 7 points a game. . 

Davis' charges boast an 
outstanding center in 
Makenna Winans. The 6-1 
sophomore is averaging 1 6 
points a game while prov
mg a menacing defensive 
preS\'nce. She pulls down 8 Photo Provided 
rebounds a game. PICTURED IS the 2017-18 Wheeling Park girls basketball team. Front row, from 

South boasts a battle- left, are Sierra Donaldson, Niya Cook, Morgan Glass, Brlonna Gray, Kylie 
tested and talented back- McKennen, Laurel Robb, Shanley Woods and Allison Julian. Second row, from 
court. Devin Hefner, a 5:9 . left, are assistant coach Jason Chambers, assistant coach Lucy DeFrusclo, 
senior, leads the team with assistant coach Shane Glass, Kieran Johnson, Asia Roby, Bella Abernathy, 
her 17 :2 ppg. average. She Abby Snedeker, Abby Jones, Emily Pavlic, assistant coach Katelynn Hackathorn 
is joined by 5-6 junior Sier- and head coach Ryan Young. 
ra Hays. She ls averaging 7 -------------------------~---
points a contest 7 .2 rebounds. with 4 assists a game. Young once again mas-

Senior Allie Taylor is Kenzie Johnson rounds Allyssa Wilson pro- terfully has his team peek-
solid at both ends of the out the South starting line- vides a spark as South's ing at the right time. That 
floor for Davis. The 5.-9 up. The 5-4 junior guard sixth man. The 5-8 senior was no easy task as he had 
forward scores 10.4 points facilitates the Patriots' guard-forward averages 5 
a game while also grabbing offense, leading the team points and 4 boards a game. See, SA, Page 9 
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over 1,400 points and 
recently surpassed the cov
eted 1,000 rebound ·mark 
as well. 

"It starts with Lilly for 
us," Linscott said. "She's 
more of a mid-range player 
than a true, back-to-the
basket post player. She's a 
long, talented athlete. She 
also leads us in steals and 
blocked shots, too." 

The Panthers, who aren't 
the biggest team by any 
means, have been focusing 
on finding a way to slow 
Ritz down. 

"It's going to take a team 
effort on Ritz," Figurski 
admitted. "I've seen some 
teams try zoning them and 
some play man and it does
n't seem like anyone can 
stop her. We have to do our 

best to limit her points and 
second-chance opportuni
ties." 

Though Ritz commands 
much of the attention, she's 
not alone by any means. 
Freshman point guard Tay
lor Slaughter averages ·1 O 
. points a game and sopho
more Khloe Taylor is the 
third-leading scorer at eight 
a night. Senior Charlie End
ley had a strong game 
against St. C. and is average 
ing six points an outing. 
Junior Alyssa Ball rounds 
out the lineup at four points 
a game. 

Marissa Dubeck, Dionna 
Hall, Miranda Hall and 
Alexis Wilkinson round out 
the nine-girl rotation. 

While the Panthers must 
find a way to contain Ritz, 

Cambridge has to find a 
way to slow down Buckeye 
Local junior standout Emily 
Holzopfel. 

The school's all-time 
leading scorer - regard
less of. gender - is averag
ing better than 25 points a 
game this season . 

She's complemented in 
the backcourt by Desli
fanes, who averages just 
over IO points a contest. 

"We"ve heard a lot about 
those guards Buckeye 
Local has;· Linscott said. 
··we scrimmaged them a 
few years ago. They have 
the advantage in terms of 
experience of playing in 
this (championship) game. 
We'll have lo show up nnd 
be ready to play:· 

After the Panther guards, 

the scoring production 
endures a significant 
dropoff. Freshman Megan 
Valuska, senior Carrie Dill 
and senior Maddie Gill 
haven't scored 100 points 
for the season. 

Valuska averages 4.7. 
while Gill checks in at 4.6. 
Dill averages 2.3. Gill is 
also the Panthers top 
rebounder. 

"Our girls relish the 
under<)og role and we've 
really seen them pick their 
games up over the last few 
weeks," Figurski said. 
"Over the last few weeks. 
we· vc really seen other 
people stepping up." 
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3eallsvjlle, Cameron meet for small-school crown 
y RICK THORP· 
mes Leader Sports Writer 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
s. a player at Beallsville, 
ori Jarrett was part of 
,me great teams. 
Two of those - the 
)09 and 2010 squads -
on titles at the Wheeling 
ospital OV AC Girls' Bas
:tball Championships. 
It's been eight years 
nee the Blue Devils tasted 
ctory inside Ohio Univer
ty Eastern' s Health and 
1ysical Education .Center. 
ut that could all change 
night as Jarrett, now the 
am' s head coach, leads 
:r charges against 
arneron for the 1 A crown. 
Tipoff in the fifth, and 

last, game of the day, is 
slated for 7 p.m. 

"It's a proud moment." 
said Jarrett, who was all
OV AC at Beallsville from 
2007-10, including first
team her senior year. 

"We lost last year in the 
semlflnals (to Frontier), so 
we're ready to get back." 

Cameron, meanwhile, is 
making its first appearance 
in the final. Head Coach 
Roger Cain's squad sports 
an ultra-impressive 19-1 
mark. 

"This is our first time, so 
we're pretty excited about 
it," he said. 

While the second-seeded 
Blue Devils and top-seeded 
Dragons are different when 
it comes to experience, 

Cain believes the two 
sciuads ore similar other-
wise. . 

"We basically told our 
girls that it's just looking at 
ourselves in the mirror," he 
said. "They like to do n lot 
of the same things we do. 
They like to pressure with 
man defense. They run a 
similar offense. They like 
to get out in transition at 
times. 

"They're just a little bit 
younger than we are." 

The Blue Devils (14-6) 
have matured quite a bit 
this winter, the culmination 

coming last .Monday in a 
40-36 triumph against 
Trinity in the semifinal 
round. Beallsville lead by 
16 early in the fourth quar
ter, only to watch the War
riors produce a furious 
rally. In the end, Ashlie 
Louden's two free throws 
in the closing seconds 
sealed the deal. 

Louden, Jarrett's point 
guard, finished with 15 
points in the victory. The 
team's other Ashley, Ash
ley Howell, also· scored 15 
points. 

The duo, both sopho-

mores, have led Beallsville 
most of the season, along 
with fellow starters Olivia 
Muncy, the team's lone 
junior, senior Dagan Hoss
man (5-4) and freshman 
Makenna Phillips (5-9). 
Sophomore J adyn Gabel 
and Harley Nalley have 
been key contributors off 
the bench. 

Jarrett had high expecta
tions for her team at the 
season's start and, thus far, 
things have gone mostly 
according to plan. 

"We've gotten (to the 
OV AC final) and we got n 

No. 8 seed (in the section
al) and n home game (vs. 
Bridgeport), which is 
good," she said. "We let 
some games /let away from 
us that I wISh we could 
have back. We lost three 
games by n point. I'm not 
happ~ about that. But the 
rest I m happy with." 

As was the case vs. Trin
ity, tempo can dictate the. 
Blue Devils' success, or 
lack thereoCit's an area of 
the game J nrrett believes 
her team has become more 

See, 1 A, Page 1 O 

navigate through a cou- I can see it being a defcn- lADY B lU E· DEVI lS I .e of major health con- sive battle." 
,ms. Joining McKennen in 
Senior standout Morgan Park's starting backcourt 

lass, a key component on will be two-year starter· 1;::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=.. _________ ~ 
ilfk's press, was lost early Emily Pavlic. The 5-5 jun- ~-~-------~ 
" for the season with a ior is the ideal complement Ciood Luck Lady Blue Devils! Deaet4rdtfe '?itt4t 
aee injury. That was com- for McKennen. Pavlic is a ~e ~ 
JUnded by all-state point pit-bull defender with quali- Have a fantastic tournament! 
uard Kylie McI<;:ennen ty offensive skills. A Growing, Active, 
ndergoing an appendecto- Park has a diaper dandy From Your Friends At Community Involved Church 
,y on New Ye.ar'.s Eve, in the middle with Bella 
delining her for several Abernathy. Young says the HARPER 
:eeks. The 5-5 dandy is 5-11 frosh has raised her 
,w rounding back into top game to a "higher level." FUNERAL HOME 
,rm and is a stud at both She will be key in defend-
ids of the floor. ing Winans. • 
"I like the way we are Laurel Robb and Brioan- Bob & Robin Harper 

laying, especially on na Gray round out the start
,fense end," Young said. ing five. 

c~~li'1v I Smithberger GOOD LUCK LADY 
Real Estate Realty, LLC BLUE DEVILS! 

"7(/kew ~ (4 

S~S{tedat" 

7(/49"' 61Mk-?Huti4ta 
Main & Ohio Street 

Church: (740) 926-183-0 
Cell: (74il} 213-0589 

M.A.C.O. 
Workshop 
(740) 472.5445 

~L«d 
:t(l_!Uf g'e«e 

VetJiUI 
)ffensively, we don't Robbisa5-7seniorwho 
1ve any gaudy numbers is "playing well and has a 
1t we have very good bal- high basketball IQ," 
ice. No one is averaging according to Young. Gray 
ore than nine points a is a 5-6 senior who has 
une but we have a lot of delivered "great senior 
ds who can score. : • leadership with the ability 

"We are scoring about to shoot outside." 
0 points a gam~: I am Young makes quality use 
md with that," adpcd the of hi,s bench, using as many 
,urth-year head coach. as five players off the pin·e. 
,very possession Will mat- Asia Roby is Park's 
r Saturday againsd South. 

111 Main St., Clarington, OH 
www.smithbergerrealty.com 
mellssasmlthberger@gmail.com •• •- teach play ~•M 

, • See, 5A, Page 11 

Melissa A. Smithberger 
• Owner/Broker 

(740) 213-4037 
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cognizant of. 
"Controlling the pace of 

the game, that killed us in 
those one-point losses," 
Jarrett said. "Teams sped us 

(the girls) understand if we "I think we're doing a 
don't control the tempo we much better job of that," 
will lose." • she said. "We did pretty 

. up and then we couldn't get 
it reeled in like we did the 
past couple of games. Now, 

Like any team, Jarrett well (against Trinity). We 
said her squad has didn't hit a lot of those 
improved in many areas shots, but they were good 
this winter, one of those shots. They were open 
being driving and kicking. shots. I think we're good at 

GOOD LUCK 

LADY DRAGON$! 

GOOD LUCI( 
LADY DRAGONS 

ft(#lt 
CAMERON 
ATHLETIC 

DiEl'ARTMENT ' . 
' 

penetrating." 
Every facet of the Blue 

Devils' game will need to 
be on point to contend with 
the Dragons, mnked fifth in 
the latest West Virginia 
state poll, two spots behind 
Wheeling Central. 

"I watched Cameron 
when they played Frontier 
and they're pretty good," 
Jarrett a9knowlcdged. "You 
can tell they've been play
ing together for a while. 

"They play good defense 
and they move the ball pret
ty well." 

The Dragons did all 
those things in rallying 
from an early deficit to top 
Madonna, 40-30, in their 
semifinal. 

The Blue Dons led 13-4 
at one point, but Cain 
stayed the course and his 
veteran group put every
thing together. 

".We hadn't seen much 
adversity,". he said. "The 
lead wasn't getting too 
large, so I wanted to see 
how ouc girls could face it 
And, with us being a veter
an group, they did realiy 
well." 

Coming off a regional 
final appearance last sea
son, expectations were high 
for Cameron this season, 
and the team hasn't disap
pointed. Aside from a 16-
point loss to Atlantic, a 
school of about 1,800, dur
iug to a trip to Florida over 
the holidays, the Dragons 
have, for the most part, 
cruised. 

Cain said playing for an 
OV AC was just one of 
mauy goals discussed in the 
preseason. 

"Obviously, you want to 
set big goals," he said. "We 
set a goal to get to the final 
and our goal now is to win. 
We came close close to get-

Photo Provided 
PICTURED IS the 2017-18 Beallsville girls basketball team. Front row, from left, 
are Dagan Hessman, Trinity Abbott, Sydney Vanhorn, Harley Nalley and 
Cheyenne Riley. Second row, from left, are Olivia Muncy, Jaydn Gabel, Ashley 
Howell, Makenna Phillips, Ashlie Louden and Kylee Barnett. 

Photo Provided 
PICTURED IS the 2017-18 Cameron girls basketball team. The team includes 
Autumn Gossett, Courtney Walker, Perl Gray, Kelsie Melntel, Jordyn Hughes, 
Kendra Dobbs, Alice Jones, Maelyn Canada, Stephanie Starcher, Kori Scott, 
Madge Lucey, Lili Neely and Emma Whipkey. 

ting to state last year and 
we set that as a goal, as 
well." 

The Dragons are in the 
midst of one of the best 
seasons, if not the best, sea
son in school history. But 
Cain's, as well as the 
team's, focus is on the task 
at hand. 

"We're looking for big
ger and better things still 
down the road," he said. 

Kelsie Meintel paced 

Cameron with 19 points 
and 11 boards in its victory 
Monday and she, along 
with three other seniors 
help comprise the Dragons' 
starting lmeup - Autumn 
Gossett, Courtney Walker 
and Peri Gray. Junior Jor
dyn Hughes rounds out the 
starting five. 

"This group of seniors 
have played together since 
like fifth gmde," Cain said. 
"They've spent a lot of time 

on the court together. They 
know each other inside and 
out." 

Cain also leans on a 
handful of underclassmen, 
including the likes of fresh
man Lili Neely, Madge 

• Lucey and Kori Scott. 
"We have some depth 

and it's helped tremendous
ly and helping us achieve 
the things we have," Cain 
said. 
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,th-girl, good enough to fortable playing all of 
:ut for most teams in the them," Young said. 
VAC. The 5-8 frosh can Young knows his gritty 
111dle, score and defend. Patriots will face a formida-

in the state. South has good 
bnlance and senior leader
ship. 

"We know it is going 

ever we play Park. Ryan game for the fans," Davis always one of our goals. 
and I have developed a nice said. "Playing for the We love playing in that 
friendship. It is nlso a fun OV AC championship is atmosphere at OUE." 

Shanley Woods, a 5-5 ble challenge in their quest 
,phomore, and Abby to repeat as conference 
,nes, a 5-5 junior, are champions. 

to be a battle. They are .-------------------~-------, 

GOODLUCK 
WHEELING PARK 
1 ·4oy PATRIOTS! 

iality guards while sopho- • "South Is really good 
ores Kleran Johnson and inside and out. Their big 
oby Snedecker are rising girl (Winans) is good as 
6 forwards. there is. She is a rim protec
"Depth is a definite tor," Young said. "Hefner 
:ength for us. I nm com- is one of the better players 

improving on the defensive 
end," he continued. "We 
have to be more physical 
and match their talent" 

Davis Is looking forward 
to the rubber match 
between Patriots. 

1"It's a fun game when-

Pho!Q Provided 
ICTURED IS the 2017-
B Parkersburg !south 
iris basketball !team. 
rent row, from left, are 
mber Flinn, ~enzie 
Jhnson, Ma~enna 
'inans, Sierra Hays, 
1uren Pelfrey and Rylee 
a.mer. Middle row, from 
ft, are assistant, coach 
tacy Houser, head 
Jach Ed Davis, Charity 
nderson, Allyssa Wil
m, Allie Taylor, Savan-
1h Hays, Devin ~efner 
1d assistant poach 
arry Harvey. Baqk row, 
Jm left, are assistant 
Jach Susie Davis, Ellie 
Jggin, Nakia Bracy, 
atreena Shears', Ash
igh Utt and assistant 
,ach Brooke Smith. 

GOOD LUCK 
PARKERSBURG 

SOUTH LADY 
PATRIOTS! 
GOOD LUCK 

LADY PATRIOTS! 
From The 

Parkersburg 
South Girls 
Basketball 
.Boosters 

Goodlllck 
Wheeling Park 

WHEELING 
RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT 

51 16th Street 
Wheeling, WV 26003 

304-234-3641 

. 1224 Chapline St. 
Wheeling 

304-232-0028 
www.mancan.com 

Good Luck Wheeling Parle Bigb Scbool 
in the 2017-2018 Athletic Seasons 

• Wheeling Park High School offers 20 varsity sports & 
three club sports. 

• Boys sports offered are Baseball, Basketball, Cross 
Country, Football, Golf, Soccer, Swimming, Tennis, Track 
& WresUlng. 

• Girts sports offered are Basketball, Cheerleadlng, Cross 
Counby, Golf, Soccer, Softball, Swimming, Tennis, Track 
& Volleyball. 

• Club sports Include Hockey, Boys Lacrosse & Girls 
Lacrosse & CompaUUve Dance Team. 

Call. 304-243-0400 
Wheeling Park High School 

1976 Park View Lane, Wheeling, WV 26003 
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WHEELING HOSPITAL OVAC GIRLS' BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Riv~r lays 
claim· to 
2A crown 
• Pilots hold off Tigers 
behind MVP Flannery 
By SETH STASKEY 

' Times Leader Sports Editor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Though it defies 
the cliche, the fourth time was the charm for 
River. 

After coming up empty on its initial three 
trips to the championship game of the Wheel
ing Hospital OV AC Girls Basketball Cham
pionship, the Pilots broke through Saturday ' . monung. 

Using a strong foul shooting_ performance 
and an all-around floor game from junior 
point guard Lauren Flannery,. the Pilots 
fought off Shadyside for a 47-44 victory. 

"I am so proud of these young ladies," 
Rjver head coach Rick Isaly said as he 
clinched his first conference title in I 3 sea
sons•nt the helm. "We wen't through n stretch 
where I thought we were over-scheduled, 
playing real tough games. When you get beat, 
it gets the girls .down, but now I think· we 
need to play that competition to get ready for 
the tournament" 

Along with the OV AC title, the Pilots also 
take the season series with the Tigers (14-7) 
after the tennns split their earlier mntchups. It 
was actually a loss at Shadyside iii late Janu
ary that seemingly ignited the Pilots. 

Since that outing, River has now reeled off 
seven consecutive wins. ' 

"We knew we had to win out to get in (the 
OVAC tournament)," Isaly said. "We have 
just ·continued with that momentum and 
hopefully we cnn keep it going!' 

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK 
RIVER'S LAUREN Flannery (10) drives past Shadyslde's Haley Gregan 
(25) on Saturday at Ohio University Eastern. 

The. Pilots had very little time to thorough
ly enjoy their title until the buzzer went off 
because whenever it seemed like they were 
set to pull away, Shadyside would hit a big 

See, R)VER, Page C2 

Wheeling Central tops Bellaire for 3A title 
By RICK: THORP 
Times Leadei Sports Writer 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Champi
onships are, mapy times, earned down 
the stretch of games, with little things 
here or there mnking a difference. 

That's whnt happened Saturday after
noon inside Ohio University Eastern's 
Health and Physical Education Center as 
Wheeling Central claimed its• third 
OV AC crown in foµr years by holding 
off Bellaire, 71-62, in the Wheeling Hos
pital OVAC Girls' 3A title tilt 

Kaylee Reinbeau scored 21 points and . 
grabbed 12 rebounds, earning game Most · 
Valuable Player honors, as the Maroon 
Knights held off a lnte Big Reds rally to ' 
move to 18-2 and down the Big Reds for 
the second time this season. The two • 
tennns metpreviously in Bellaire. 

"It feels really good," Wheeling Cen
tral bend conch Penn Kurtz said. "We 
knew coming back against this team 

Photo/PAUL KRAKNYAK 
BELLAIRE'$ MACI Crozler, rfght, drives to the basket during Saturday's 
OVAC Class 3A championship game against Wheeling Central. • 

wouldn't be easy." 
The Maroon Knights led for most of 

the conies~ but couldn't quite shake the 
Big Reds, who hung around trailing· by 

single digits most of the afternoon. After 
failing to mount a serious run in the sec
ond half, Bellaire (19-3) finally got close 
late in the third. 

• Down 11 early in the period, Katrina 
Davis got ho~ scoring eight of her team
high 2 I points as Bellaire got to within 

See, CENTRAL, Page C2 

T-L Pllllto/RICK THORP 
BUCKEYE LOCAL'$ 
Mei;ian Valuska drives 
Saturday afternoon. 

Bobcats race past Panthers in 4A 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Edtlor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Coming into Saturday 
afternoon's Wheeling Hospital OV AC Class 4A 
Girls Basketball championship ¥ame, Buckeye 
Local head coach Tom Figurski embraced the 
underdog role, 

Cambridge more than demonstrated why it was 
the top seed and heavy favorite inside Ohio Uni
versity Eastern's Health and Physical Education 
Center. 

Behind a strong effort from towering, 6-1, sen
ior pivot Lilly Ritz, and a host of others, the Bob
cats cruised to the school's first OVAC title with 
a convincing 73-31 score. 

"This was a collective effort and it takes all of 
us to accomplish this," Cambridge head coach 
Dan Linscott said. "Years ago, we didn't play 
enough games to qualify (for the OVAC title), so 
we changed that up. We've been close. This is a· 
great atmosphere and event. I am just tickled to 

See, RACE, Page C2 
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nine, 50-41, with a little 
more than a minute left m 
the third. 

De' Asia Burney hit a 
jumper and Natalie Stoner 
followed with a layup as the 
Big Reds closed to within 
six. Davis scored off a steal 
to make it a 51-47 game as 
the third quarter ended. 

But, like they'd done all 
game, every til!'e it looked 
as though the Big Reds were 
going to rally, the Maroon 
Knights had an answer. 

Taylor Duplaga hit a pair 
of free throws pushing the 
lead back to six, 53-47. 
Moments later, Reinbeau 
made two from the charity 
stripe herself, both resulting 
from a steal at the other end, 
making the score 57-48. 

"We made our free throws 
down the stretch and that 
was a huge difference," 

,B2- SUNDAY NEWS-REGISTER- Wheeling, W.Va. 

Kurtz said. 
That's true. But the 

Maroon Knights were profi
cient all day in that regard, 
fmishing 25 of 27. . 

"Against a team hke 
Wheeling Central you can't 
put yourself in a hole like 
down 11 at halftime," Bel
laire head coach John Farrier 
said. "I thought we played 
with a lot more energy in the 
second half. I think we were 
a lot more tentative in the 
first half. 

"The energy in the second 
half allowed us to climb 
back. I thought we might be 
OK. We got it down to four 
or five and they were kind of 
in foul trouble. But we'd 
make one mistake and 
they'd capitalize on it." 

Stoner's jumper late in the 
first quarter gave the Big 
Reds a 14-13 lead. From 

there, the Maroon Knights 
went on a 6-0 run, capped 
by a Hannah White layup off 
a steal. She finished with a 
team-high 24 points .. 

From there. Bellaue was 
in catch-up mode. Farrier 
said Wheeling Central' s 
defense created problems for 
his offense in the early 
going. 

"They created some pres
sure that led to turuovers and 
easy buckets," he said. 

In the second half, Kurtz 
said Bellaire turned the 
tables. 

"They sped us up and got 
us going up and down the 
floor, which is not what we 
wanted to do." 

Stoner finished with 13 
for the Big Reds, while Maci 
Crozieradded 10. 

"I'm proud of the girls," 
Farrier said. 

SPORTS Sunday, February 11, 2018 

Cambridge Takes Down Buckeye Local for 4A Title 
By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Coming into Sat
urday afternoon's Wheeling Hospital 
OVAC Class 4A Girls Basl,etball champi
onship game, Buckeye Local coach Tom 
Figurski embraced the underdog role. 

coach Dan Linscott said. "Years ago, we 
didn't play enough games to qualify (for the 
OVAC title), so we changed that up. We've 
been close. This is a great atmosphere and 
event. I am just tickled to death to be a 
champion and part of the history for our 
school." 

and 1,000-rcbound club, Ritz dominated U1e 
paint on both ends. She scored 22 points, 
grabbed 15 rebounds, swatted four shots 
and collected four. steals en route to the 
game's MVP honor. 

Cambridge more than demonstrated why 
it was the top seed and heavy favorite inside 
Ohio University Eastern's Health and Physi
cal Education Center. 

Behind a strong effort from towering, 6-
1, senior pivot Lilly Ritz, and a host of oth
ers, the Bobcats cruised to the school's first 
OV AC title with a convincing 73-31 score. 

Cambridge, which was on top of the 4A 
standings all winter, simply dominated its 
way to the hardware. The Bobcats defeated 
their two opponents - St. Clairsville and 
Buckeye Local - by a combined score of 
127-57. 

"Lilly Ritz is as good as advertised," Fig
urski said. "Cambridge was hitting on all 
cylinders and we couldn't match their inlesi
ty. Give Cambridge all of the credit. They 
took us out of our game, so now we have to 
re-group and get ready for River View (in 
the sectional)." 

"This was a collective effort and it takes 
!lll of us to accomplish this," Cambridge 

As he woITicd during the week leading up 
lo the game, Figurski' s Panthers simply had 
no answer for Ritz on the interior. 

A member of the coveted 1,000-point 

The Bobcats wasted no time in asserting 
themselves. They led, 16-8, after one and 
upped the margin to 33-17 at the half before 
continuing the onslaught iii the second half, 

"Our length bothered them," Linscott 

•River's-----------------------
Continued from Page C1 

"Goal No. 2 was to get Catholic head coach Chris on the heels of the girls' into the OVAC (final four) Tarquinio said. crown last week, but also and the seniors set goal No. While River was playing gives the Pilots a doublc-3 of winning it," he contin- in-your-face defense in the double to go along with ued. "I just told them today third quarter that limited their football champigoal No. 3 is done. We've the Crusaders to 1-for-6 onship. 
got other goals set, too. shooting and forced four "These kids came out of This is a special bunch." turnovers, Lukas Isaly and football late and people The Pilots, who were the Pilots' role players w.cre said that would be a detriranked as high as No. 2 in coming up big. ment, but it wasn't because the Ohio Division IV poll Isaly, the Pilots' 2,000- the kids got into basketball this season, had to over- point standout, scored five shape pretty quick," come a stern test (rom the points in the quarter and Remick noted. "I think the Crusaders (12-8). The sophomore Stone Thomp- success they enjoyed in teams were deadlocked at . son added four in a reserve football carried over into 
11 after one quarter before role. Drew Dietz and Dillon basketball." 
the Jefferson County quint Grimes knocked down key Thompson added nine took a slim, 24-23, edge three-pointers as River took points and three rebounds. into the IockeIToom at half- a 38-26 advantage into the He also played very well on time. final chapter. defense and distributed the 

Sparking the Crusaders Isaly tallied IO fourth- ball on offense. was 6-3 Donnie Vande- quarter lightings to help the "Stone has done a great borne. The senior netted 18 Pilots navigate to the job all year, but today I of his team-best 23 points crown. I-le finished with 29 think he played his best in the first 16 minutes. which gives him 2,034 for. game yet," Romick However, he and classmate his career. allowed. "We sat down A.I Connor were the only "I've said it before. He is with him in the middle of Crusaders to make a field one of the best players the year and told him he goal in the game. around," Tarquinio said of was going to have to score "We were right there Isaly. "When you play a some for us. He has the with them. We went cold in player like him, you just try ability to score and he has the third quarter offensive- and contain him. I thought some tenacity. Today we Iy, and when you're playing we did that for the. most put him at the high post and a team like River, if you part, but he hit a couple of he did an excellent job through a bad spell like we buckets there that changed there." 
did, you get yourself in the momentum to their side. Grimes chipped in eight trouble because it's so Then they had a couple of points, while Dietz added tough to come back against other guys hit big baskets." six markers and a team-thcm," Steubenville The title not only comes leading eight boards. 

In addition to Vandc
borne's 23, AJ Connor fin
ished with 13. That's 36 of 
the Crusaders' 3 9. 

"I'm very proud of these 
guys. Nobody thought we 
would be here. Nobody at 
all," Tarquinio said. 

"It's an honor to play in 
this championship game. 
I'm not in here for moral 
victories, though. We want 
to win titles and unfortu
nately we fell short tonight, 
but Donnie and AJ brought 
us here and the younger 
guys have learned from 
that. We'll be back. We'll 
be back here." 

River led 25-22 off the 
glass and also had two less 
turnovers at I 2-10. 

"Give them credit," 
Romick said of 
Steubenville Catholic. 
"Chris docs a great job up 
there and they gave us 
everything we wanted." 

The Pilots conclude the 
regular season Tuesday at 
Frontier with a chance at 
setting a new school record 
for wins. 

GAME NOTES 
■ River's 20 wins tic the 

mark set back in the mid-
80s, according to Romick. 
■ Isaly was voted the 

game's MVP. 

said. "We played well on both ends of the 
floor." 

Along with Ritz's production, talented 
freshman guard Taylor Slaughter scored 16 
points. 

Buckeye Local, which finishes the regular 
season with a 15-7 record, received another 
steady effort from its junior leaders, Emily 
Holzopfcl and Alairc Destifancs. 

Holzopfel, who was bottled up for much 
of the afternoon, still managed to finish with 
16 points. Dcstifanes added I 1, all of which 
came in the fust half. 

Destifanes gave the Panthers a glimmer 
of hope during a stretch in the second quar
ter when she buried a trey on consecutive 
trips. 
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Park. South Exacts Revenge 
Early Hole Is Too 
Much for Park 

By JOSH STROPE 
Sports Editor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - No one 
in the W.Va. Class AAA playoffs 
will be looking forward to seeing 
Parkersburi; South when sectionals 
start rollmg around in a few 
weeks. 

"This is a good reward for the 
kids," Parkersburg South coach Ed 
Davis said. "We have been up here 
the last three years and_ it hqsn_'t 
went our way. It was a mcc wm m 
a good atmosphere with n tourna
ment-like game against a slate-title 
contender. Hopefully this will do 
us some good down the stretch." 

The two teams arc familiar with 
each other and share more just the 
same nickname. 

They split two meetings this 
season, with each winnin~ on the 
other's home court. South s victo
ry against Wheeling Park came 
during its current winning streak. 

through the hoop in the first half to 
allow it lo set up the press. 

Then again, even when Park did 
find a way to score, South was up 
to the task in countering Park's 
bread and butter. 

"I have great assistant coaches 
that work with them every day and 
we play some really good pressing 
teams," Davis said. "The inbound
er is so key for us and to have a 
senior like Allie Taylor back there 
is just a plus." 

Parkersburg South ( 17-3) 
scored the first five points and 
other than u tie ut 5-5, led through
out. 

Photo by Josh Strope 
Wheeling Park's Brlonna Gray, right, dribbles betwc-en her 
legs as she Is defended by Parkersburg South's Sierra Hays. 

The Patriots have been on a roll, 
winners of 11 straight The biggest 
victorr of that run came Saturday 
at Oluo University Eastern when 
they got a measure of revenge 
from last year's title game with a 
60-56 victory against Wheeling 
Park in the OV AC Class 5A 
championship game. 

Wheeling Park makes no secret 
about what it is going lo do. It is 
going to press teams and make 
them make mistakes. The problem 
for Park was getting the ball to fall 

Taylor hit a big 3-pointcr before 
the end of the first to stretch the 
lead to eight. That started a I 6-5 

See, Park, Page B3 

Cameron Earns ' 
Initial Crown 
Freshman Scott Comes Up Big 

By JOSH STROPE 
Sports Editor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE 
For the first time, an OV AC 
basketball championship 
trophy has made its way to 
Cameron. 

Cameron jumped out to 
an 11-0 lead, then had to 
hang on against a game 
Beallsville squad, but the 
Dragoas left Ohio Universi
ty Eastern on Saturday as 
the OVAC Class IA cham
pions with a 69-58 victory. 

"This means a lo~ not just 
for the team and for the 
school, but for the commu
nity," Cameron coach Roger 
Cain said. "The people in 
the stands really came out to 
support us and that is an 
awesome feeling. We 
thrived off that enthusiasm 
from the stands. 

"We knew coming in 
Beallsville was going to be 
tough. We wanted to try and 
keep the tempo and hoJlCful
ly wear them down m the 
end. I don't know if that was 
the difference or not, but our 
girls kept on fighting. When 
they cut it down, we kept 
our heads together and 
never stopped fighting. 
When you have the group 

we have, they put it tollether 
and did a heckuva job. 

It looked like it was going 
to be a laugher as the Drag
ons (2 0-1) charged out to an 
J 1-0 lead to start the game. 
And while the final score 
may have been an I I -point 
victory, that doesn't tell the 
tale of the heart Beallsville 
had. 

If ever there was a player 
that deserved an MVP 
award on a losing team, it 
was the Blue Devils' Ashlie 
Louden. 

The sophomore did it all, 
whether it was driving to the 
basket or knocking down 
3s. She finished with a· 
game-high 30 points. 

On defense, the Blue 
Devils knew the best way to 
keep Cameron in check was 
to stop senior post player 
Kelsie Meintel. Sure, Mein
tel got her numbers with 
team-leading 1 7 points and 
13 rebounds. But that was 
about as quiet of a stat line 
as you will find. 

The Blue Devils duo of 
Ashley Howell and Jaydn 
Gabel worked hard on 
Meintel to not let her get 

See, Cameron, Page B3 

Photo by BIii Ferguson 
Cnmeron's Kori Scott goes In for two during her 
team's OV AC title victory against Beallsville. 

Photo by Paul Krojnyuk 
Wheeling Central senior Taylor Duplaga files in for two points during the Maroon Knights' Wheeling 
Hospital OV AC Girls' Basketball 3A Championship Game on Saturday at OUE. 

Wheeling Central Secures 
Third Title in Four Years 
Reinbeau, White 
Lead the Knights 

By RICK THORP 
For the News-Register 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Champi' 
onships are, man{ times, earned 
down the stretch o games, with lit
tle things here or there making a 
difference. 

That's what happened Saturday 
inside Ohio University Eastern's 
Health and Physical Education Cen
ter as Wheeling Central claimed its 
third OV AC crown in four years by 
holdin~ off Bellaire, 71-62, in the 
Wheehng Hospital OV AC Girls' 
3A title tilt. 

Kaylee Reinbeau scored 21 
points and grabbed 12 rebounds, 
earning game Most Valuable Player 
honors, as the Maroon Knights held 
off a late rally to move to I 8-2 and 
down the Big Reds for the second 
time this season. The two teams 
met previously in Bellaire. 

"It feels really good," Wheeling 
E:entral coach Penn Kurtz said. "We 
knew coming back against this 
team wouldn't be easy." 

The Maroon Knights led for 
most of the contest, but couldn't 
quite shake the Big Reds, who hung 
around trailing by single digits most 
of the afternoon. After failing to 
mount a serious run in the first half, 
Bellaire (19-3) finally got close late 
in the third. 

Down 11 early in the period, 
Katrina Davis got hot. scoring eight 
of her team-high 21 points as Bel
laire got to within nine, 50-41, with 
a little more than a minute left in 
the third. 

De' Asia Burney hit a jumper and 
Natalie Stoner followed with a 
layup as the Big Reds closed to 
within six. Davis scored off a steal 
to make it a 5 1-4 7 game as the 
third quarter ended. 

But, like they'd done all game, 
every time it looked as though tl1e 
Big Reds were going to rally, the 
Maroon Knights had an answer. 

Taylor Duplaga hit a pair of free 
throws pushing the lead back to six, 
53-4 7. Moments later, Relnbeau 
made two from the stripe that was 
the result of a steal at the other end, 
making the score 57-48. 

"We made our free throws down 
the stretch and that was a huge dif-

ference," Kurtz said. 
That's true. But the Maroon 

Knights were proficient all day in 
that regard, fimshing 25 of 27. 

"Against n team like Wheeling 
Central you can't put yourself in a 
hole like down 11 at halftime," 
Bellaire coach John Farrier said. "I 
thought we played with a lot more 
energy in the second half. I think 
we were a Jot more tentative in the 
first hulf. 

"The energy in the second half 
allowed us to climb back. I thought 
we might be OK. We got it down to 
four or five and they were kind of 
in foul trouble. But we'd make one 
mistake and they'd capitalize on it." 

Stoner's jumper late in the first 
quarter gave the Big Reds a 14-13 
lead. From there, the Maroon 
Knights went on a 6-0 run, capped 
by a Hannah White layup off a 
steal. She finished with a team-high 
24 points. 

From there, Bellaire was in 
catch-up mode. Farrier said Wheel
ing Ccntral's defense created prob
lems in the early going. 

"They created some pressure that 
led to turnovers a~d easy buckets," 

Sec, Central, Page B2 



PARK----------
Continued from page Bl 

run and South found itself 
up I 3 heading into the 
locker room ut halftime. 

"We dug ourselves too 
big of u hole and you can't 
do that against a good 
team like Parkersburg 
South," Wheeling Park 
coach Ryan Young said. 
"On a positive note, our 
kids battled back and that 
shows a lot of character. It 
is an emotional game and I 
think when we came out, 
our emotions were all out 
of whack. 

"We will look at this 
game and know we will 
have to have control of our 
emotions from the start. 
(South) did such a good 
job of getting the ball out 
and pushing it. 

three seniors on the floor 
and they have been in 
these situations," Young 
said. 

"They know what we 
like to run; it just dido 't 
work out and overall the 
deficit was too big for us 

to overcome." 
Hefner was named the 

John Howell Most Valu
able Player, leading South 
with 19 points. Taylor 
chipped in with 12. 

Gray paced Park with 
17 points. 

Stratford Springs 
Strak & Seafood 

Treat that Someone 
Special to a Special 

Nigl1tOut! 
You choose the day and then pick from a 

variety of oholces from our Valentine's menu. 

(!ALL TODAY FOR MORE INFO 

ay, Wheeling, WV• 304-233-5100 

"We had a hard time 
locating kids and we fel.t '----------'--=-~--------'~ 

like were cbasing them.the 
whole fir\quarter. One~ 
we settle down, thmi;s 
got better, ut it hurt us 1jl 
the beginnipg." : 

Battled ljack they did. i 
Wheelirli; Park (14-60 

cut the de;f1cit to nine at 
the end of lthird - led· :in 
part by t~ree 3-pointer's 
from Brionna Gray. 

With Parkersburg Soutj:l 
standout Devin Hefner on 
the bench ,with her fourth 
foul, Park \Dade its move. 

A Bella ~bernnthy drive 
made the·score 53-51 with 
I :30 remaining to get it 
within one, bucket. After ,a 
free throw by Mnken)ln 
Winans njade it a three
point gam,e, Park's Kylie 
McKennep and Hefner 
made gooi! on both their 
free,throw:attempts. 

With 3~ seconds left on 
the c,loc , Park had .a 
chance to tie. McKennen 
drove to tJ\e basket but was 
met at tM foul line by a 
pair of South defenders 
and had tjie ball knocked 
away. : . 

Sierra Hays sealed a vic
tory with two free throw~. 

"Kylie ~lays really hard 
and we fe,el like we have 

• • • 

SUN! 

CAMERON--
Continued from page B 1 

going. 
"I went and watched them played and we 

tried to focus on her," Beallsville coach 
Tori Jarrell said. "We wanted our big girl to 
not help off her too much. 

"(At the beginning) our girls were so 
nervous. Many have never played in this 
gym before. I told them it was just another 
game, but once they got over the nerves, we 
were fine." 

Cameron hasn't won this many games by 
just relying on Meintel. With a solid group 
of seniors, the Dragons have depth through
out the lineup. 

Though this night belonged to a fresh
man. 

Kori Scott was the spark that was needed 
off the bench on both the offensive and 
defensive end. Her conventional three-~int 
play with.less than four minutes remaming 
made it a two-possession game when 
Beallsville battled back to cut it to one. 

Scott finished with 16 points and was 
named the John Howell Most' Valuable 
Player. 

"We didn't have very much film and we 
didn't scout them, but we had a lot of faith 
in ourselves that we could get the 'W'" 
Scott said. "I was very nervous. I saw my 
pap up there and he always tells me to play 
my game and that's what I did. 

"In practice, I help prepare them and 
they help prepare me and that was u big 
hel ." A Louden basket with two minutes 
remaining made it 57-55 and the Blue 
Devils had a chance to tie or take the lead, 
but turnovers doomed them. 

Courtney Walker stole a pass und was 
fouled. She made both her free throws. On 
the ensuing possession, Jordyn Hughes 
scooped up a loose b,ill and went coast-to
coast for an uncontested layup with 55 sec
onds left that put Cllil]eron up seven and nil 
but sealed a victory. 

"We got a big defensive stop and we 
have a veteran group that we trust," Cain 
said. "Even when we go to our freshmen, 
they aren't freshmen anymore. They did a 
great job filling in the minutes we needed to 
have, especially when one wins the out
standing player award. Great job on her 
part. I told her earlier we needed her to be a 
bit more aggressive and we know she is 
capable of doing great things. When you 
can rely on that bench, that makes a big dif
ference." 

Autumn Gossett chipped in with 15 
points and Walker added 13 for Cameron. 
Olivia ~u~cy S_<:~re<_! _I ~for 12_call1:_".)lle. • 

CENTRAL-
continued fro, 11 pc.ge BJ 

he said. "That allowed the 
gap to widen." 

In the second half Kurtz 
stud Bellaire turn~d the 
tables. 

"11 , !"Y sped us up and got 
us going up nnd down the 
floor, whicti is not what we 
wanted to do and forced us 
rnto tnkrn,g some not-so
grcnt shoL"i. 

"They're relentless and 
they're never going to stop." 
.. _In the end, though, Kurtz 

.s.11d 111s team relaxed and 
got back to what it doc.s 
best, led by Reinbcau. 

"She's a dilkrencc-maker 
out there for us " he said 
"She's the tallest 'person out 
there on the floor and cun 
handle the ball, too. She 
played g1cat." 

Stoner 11nished with I 3 
for the B_1g Reds, while 
Mac1 Crozier added Jo. 
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Field ready for OVAC boys championships 
• H.C., U.L., River 
amonq No. 1 seeds 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

BELLAIRE - The champi
onship games for the Wheeling 
Hospital' OV AC Girls Basketball 
Tournament are set for Saturday 
at Ohio University Eastern, 

The boys' teams of the OV AC 
learned their fates Wednesday 
morning after the championship 
basketball committee met at the 
conference office to finalize the 
semi-final pairings and establish 
the consolation matchups for the 
event, which o~ns Tuesday, 

The boys ttt!e' games will be 
held at OUE's Health and Physi-

Continued from Paga B1 
water issue, 
Oak Glen, which claimed its 

only OV AC title in 2004, will 
mnke the lengthy trip from New 
Manchester to Byesville with a 
13-4 record. 

CLASS3A 
Union ,Local put itself at the 

top of the standings in this class 
early in the season and never 
looked back en route to locking it 
down wi(b a win at Barnesville 
on Tuesd~. 

Coach ~ch Delman's squad is 
currently 117-2 and'is seeking the 
school's third conference title. 
The Jets ~ast hoisted the hard
ware in 2Ul5, 

If the Jets are going to reach 
the final 9nce agaln, they'll need 
to prove one of sport's adages to 

• 

cal Education Center on Feb. 17, 
The schedule for the title games 
is as follows: IO a.m. - 2A; 
12: 15 p.m, - 3A; 2:30d,m. -
4A; 4:45 p,m, - 5A nn 7 p,m, 
- IA. 

Here's a look at each of the 
five divisions: 

CLASSSA 
Defending champion Universi

ty is back in the field, but the 
Hawks garnered just the second 
seed with a 14-1 record, Picking 
up the top seed was Parkersburg 
South, which handed University 
Its lone loss of the season, 

The Patriots, who have won 
just one conference title in boys 
hoops in 2013, are also 14-1 on 
the season. 

Standing between the two West 

be false. They'll welcome Bel
laire to Morristown on· Tuesday, 
seeking their third win against 
Ben Doyle's team. 

The Big Reds, who own 18 
OVAC titles, enter with a 7-12 
record. This is Bellaire' s -second 
appearance in the championship 
bracket 

In the other half of the 3A 
field, second-seeded Wheeling 
Central resides. The Maroon 
Knights have been one of the 
area's premier teams nil winter. 
Coach Mel Stephens' group 
owns an impressive 16-1 record. 

Central's lone blemish came to 
Pennsylvania power Mars during 
the Cancer Research Classic last 
month. If the Knights are to play 
for their 26th conference title 

Virginia .heavyweights, who for what seemed like a few a tailspin with three consecutive 
ranked No. 1 and No. 6 in the weeks, but the seeding was jock- losses. Still, however, they were 
Class AAA poll, are Wheeling eyed up until Tuesday night's able to edge out St Clairsville for 
Park and Indian Creek, respec- cutoff. the final berth. 
lively. !Ii VAt Harrison Central, In the other half of the bracket, 

Park, which owns seven - ;,,; which has been red bot, gar- the two-time defending champion 
OV AC big-school titles in nered the top seed. The Meadowbrook Colts are the sec, 
boys basketball, quali- Huskies, who have ond seed, Coach Scooter Tolzda's 
fied with an 11-3 never won an OV AC team will welcome Oak Glen, 
record. Indian Creek, title in the current for- which has been solid for much of 
meanwhile, bas claimed mat, are seeking their the campaign. 
two conference banners first trip to the title game, The Colts, who knocked off 
but none since the inau- Conch Justin Clifford's Steubenville on Tuesday, finished 
gural year of the touma- ~~~r team, which is 13-4, will the pre-OV AC portion with a 13-
ment-style event in 2008. The welcome Steubenville to the • 5 record. Meadowbrook came 
Redskins qualified with a I 0-7 John W. Stephenson Center. into the week sitting in third 
record, edging out Morgantown Big Red has claimed 13 con- place, but ju,mped the Golden 
for the final spot. ference titles, including one in Bears after their scheduled Tues-

CLASS 4A 2014. Coach Mike Haney's team, day game at Bellaire was post-
The 4A field bas been firmly which has squared off against a paned due to the vlllage-wide 

set - in terms of the teams - demanding schedule, has been in See, OVAC, Page B2 

and sixth consecutive, they'll 
need to take down third-seeded 
Fort Frye. 

The Cadets qualified with a 9-
5 record and are ainain~ for their 
eighth OVA<;: crown m school 
history. 

. For River to get to the title 
game, it will have to deal with 
fourth-seeded Toronto. Coach 
Sean Tucker's Red Knights qual
ified with an impressive 15-5 
record. Toronto, which was upset 
in last year's semifinal, hasn't 

CLASS 2A won an OV AC title since I 992. 
A new champion Is promised Steubenville Central is the sec-

In this division wffh Wheeling and seed in the field with an 11-
Central having moved up. 7 record. The Crusaders -

River, which Jost to Central in despite a loss at St Clalrsville on 
the seinlfinals last wintet, was Tuesday - held off Shenandoah 
the last conference team'io suffer for the home-court advantage. 
its first loss and is now the top Catholic Central hasn't won an 
seed. The Pilots are 17-1 on the . OVAC title since 1993. As for 
season. the Zeps, they qualified third 

Coach Mark Romick's team, with a 13-4 record. They've not 
which Is led by standout senior won an OVAC•title since 2001. 
Lukas Isnly, hasn't won an CLASS lA 
OVAC title since 1973. Similarly to the girls' touma-

ment, the Cameron Dragons are 
the top seed in. the small-school 
field. Coach Jack Hart's Dragons 
are currently 14-3 and are In 
search of their first OVAC cham
pionship in boys hoops in school 
history, 

To get to QUE for the first 
time, Cameron will have to con
tend with Madonna Coach Chris 
Blair's Blue Dons, who won the 
IA title last winter, grabbed the 
final spot despite a 4-12 record, 

In the other semifinal, Mor
gantown Trinity will bast third
seeded Valley. Trinity is 11-4 on 
the season and w'on its only 
OVAC crown in 2016. 

Valley, meanwhile, owns a 7-
9 record and is seeking its first 
conference title . 

' 
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Class 2A 

Title drought set to end for_ River or sec 
. . ' . . 

By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Wriler 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
·Something has to give 
early this morning as the 
11th annual Wheeling Hos
pital OV AC Boys Basket
ball Championships get 
underway with the Class 
2A title tilt between River 
and Steubenville Catholic 
inside Ohio University's 
Health and Physical Educa
tion Center. 
• Neither the top-seeded 
Pilots (19-1) nor the No. 2 
Crusaders ( 12-7) have won 
a championship under the 
new formal In foe~ neither 
team has claiA1ed one since 
Steubenville Catholic 
claimed a crown in 1993, 
one of its four. Meanwhile, 
River 1 s lone title came 
back in 1973. That will all 
come to an end. when they 
lip offal 1 D a.m. 

River took out No. 4 
Toronto, 54-24, in Hanni-

. bal Tuesday night in semi
final action, while 
Steubenville Catholic elim
inated third-seeded 
Shenandoah, 39-29, in 
Steubenville. 

"We are a different type 
of team than we were last 
year," veteran River head 
coach Mark Romick said. 
"The dynamics of the team 
have changed a little. We 
play more man-to-man 
defense this year where we 
pressed a lot Inst year. 

"We got a late start 
because of the football 
team's success in the play
offs," he added. "We had 
three starters back but the 
other kids were young and 
had little to no varsity 
experience. I thought it 
would take us· a while to 
get going, but our senior 
leadership has carried is 
through. 

"Defensively, the kids 
have bought into what we 
are teaching them. They 
have shown up every night 

on the defensive end of the 
floor." 

The Pilots are led by sen
ior standout Lukas lsaly. A 
recent newcomer to the 
elite 2,000-point club is the 
engine that makes the team 
go. 

"He's our catalyst and 
everyone knows that. He's 
seen about every kind of 
defense imaginable," 
Romick said of Isaly. "If 
you double him he finds the 
open player. If you play 
him straight up, he adjusts 
to the game and can light 
you up. 

"The thing about Lukas 
this year is he has matured 
and learned to let the game 
come to him more." 

Isaly averngcs 23 points, 
8 assists, half-a-dozen 
rebounds and a trio of steals 
each night. Junior John 
Murphy (6-3) is the other 
double-figure scorer for 
Romick at I I a game. He 
also pulls down 5 rebounds. 
Seniors Drew Dietz, Cody 
Hupp and Dillon Grimes 
round out the starting five. 

See, 2A, Page 4 

Schedule 
Class 2A - 1 o a.m. 

No. 1 River vs, 

No. 2 Staub. CC - Page 2 

Class 3A- 12:15 p.m. 
No, 1 Union Local vs. 

No. 2 Wheeling CC - Page 6 

Class 4A - 2:30 p.m. 
No. 1 Meadowbrook vs. 

No. 4 Steubenville - Pegs 4 

Class SA - 4:45 p.m. 
No. 1 Parkeraburg South vs. 

No. 2 University- Page 6 

Class 1 A- 7 p.m. 
No. 1 Cameron vs. 

No. 2 Trinity- Pegs 10 

Photo/BRUCE CRAWFORD 
PICTURED IS the 2017-18 River boys basketball team. Kneeling, from left, are Michael Johnson, James 
Hendershot, Colton Lawrence, John Murphy, Stone Thompson and Jason Deaton. Standing, from left, are 
assistant coach Jordan lndermuhle, head coach Mark Remick, Lukas lsaly, Peyton Vancamp. Drew Dietz, 
Cody Hupp, Tanner Brown and assistant coach Kris Pfalzgraf. 

.GOOD LUCK 
RIVER PILOTS! 

A State Farm'" Good Luck M.A.C.O. ClJnjt,,d I s "thb ountf'y m1 ergcr 

River Pilots! Real Estate' Realty, UC 

TIM BLUE Workshop GOOD LUCK =-o~o Good Luck (740) 47!-5445 
RIVER PILOTS! 

a.nm. MAfllr Daar9 .. K1ndi:Nn' 111 Main SL, 

River Pilots! 37268" Fifth Ave., 
(Jood,t«d 

Clarington, 0~ 

Sardis, OH 43946 
www.smtthbergerrealty.com 

232 South Main SL, Suite A mellssasmlthbergl!r@gmaH.com 

Woodsfield, OH 1-800-473-1989 
~we,i 'Pitotal Melissa A. Smithberger 

(740) 472-1381 1-740-483-1989 @ 
Owner/Broker 

tlm.blue.lzkJ@statefarm.com (740) 213-4037 

Witschey's GOOD LUCK GOOD LUCK RIVERSIDE 
Market RIVER PILOTS! RIVER PILOTS! RESTAURANT Your Good Neighbor WOODSFIELD Since 1944 Congratulations 150 1st St., 
Phannacy Numbers: TRUE VALUE Lucas lsaly Powhatan Point, OH 304-455-2171 

800-548-9872 HOME CENTER & On Your 2000 7 40-795-5080 155 North Str=t Points! New Mnrtin,vlllc, WV 26155-1399 Jusr AsK RENTAL 304--,45."i-]l 15 
. Old Well Greenhouse GOOD LUCK 

1069:? l'ykr Hwy 140-412-1651 Bill & Trina Heslop PILOTS! Mltlillebrn.1.mc. WV 26149-7761 
304-758<!400 
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Class 4A 

Meadowbrook, Steubenville set to· meet again 
By SETH STASKEV 
Times Leader Sports Edner 

during the regular season." 
The Colts, who come 

into the game with n I 5-5 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE - record, handed Big Red 

A lot of times there's a their most lopsided Joss of 
level of unknown in the the season by n 74-45 
title games of the Wheeling count in Byesville. 
Hospital OVAC Boys Bas- "They handled us," 
ketball Championships. Steubenville bend coach 

The Class 4A title game, Mike Haney recalled. "We 
which tips off at 2:30 p.m. have to look at that film 
inside Ohio University and see what we can do 
fa\stern's Health and Physi- better. We will need to 
cal Education Center, docs- hope for a cold-shooting 
n't full into that category. night because they have a 

Quite frankly, second- lot of offensive firepower.'! 
seeded Meadowbrook and Neither team was a lock 
fourth-seeded Steubenville to not only get to today's 
are no strangers to one game, but to qualify for the 
another. Today's game tournament. Since the Colts 
marks the second consecu- are also members of the 
live season they've played East Central Ohio League, 
in this game and the second they played only seven 
time they've played this OV AC opponents. Once 
month. the January weather hit, 

"It's n new game," Tolzdu begun to get nerv
Meudowbrook bead coach ous. It Jed to his tenm piny
Lou "Scooter" Tolzdn said. ing six games in 11 days to 
"Everything unfolded cor- make sure it was able to 
rectly for us when we • play Its make-up games. 
played them earlier this "There were no gunran
season. Last yenr, we came tees we'd get in," Tolzda 
into the (OV AC) game with said. "On top of the weuth
u chip on our shoulder 
because we had lost to them See, 4A, Page 5 

GOOD LUCK 
MEADOWBROOK 

COLTS!! 
THE BEAR'S DEN 

mAl(HOUSE 
• hand-cut steaks • burgers 

• ribs • chicken 
; seafood • and much, much morel 

• all natural grain-fed beef, 
proprietor raised 

Sl Rl 40 E. between Cambridge & Old Washington 
Open Tues.• Sal at 11:00am • www.tllebearsdensteakhouse.com 

740-432-5285 I] @'@tnp.idvisu, 

Photo Provided 
PICTURED IS the 2017-18 Steubenville basketball team. The team Includes Dajuan Jones, Javon Davis, 
Carlo Biasi, Jorian Jones, Abraham Zane, Josh Zimmenman, James Roundtree, Davon Smith, Nico Bra
cone, Calvin Bickerstaff, Ryan Rauch and Jacob Clevenger. 
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Photo Provided 
PICTURED IS the 2017-18 Meadowbrook basketball team. Seated, from left, are assistant coach Dan 
Schwieterman, Zach Rusnak, Dylan Webster, Trey Singleton, Dalton Wood, Peyton Neff, Boston Black, 
Cage Black and head coach Lou "Scooter" Tolzda. Standing, from left, are assistant coach Mel Pesuit, 
Bobby Feyko, Addy Black, Davis Black, Logan Fox, Easton Black, Jonathan McCall and assistant coach 
Teryn Jarrett. 
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The 6-3 Dietz overages 8 
points nod 7 boards, while 
the 6-2 Hupp adds 7 points 
nod 6 caroms. The 6-foot 
Grimes averages 2-3" 
points. 

Coming off the bench are 
sophomores Stone Thomp
son (6-1) nnd Colton 
Lawrence (5-1 O); and sen
iors Tonner Brown (6>0) 
and Peyton VanCnmp (6-
2). O.f that quartet, Thomp
son overages nbout 6 points 
n night. 

Remick !mows it won't 
be a picnic Snturday us the 
Crusaders pose a lethal 

twosome in AJ Connor and , 
Donnie Vandeborne. 

"They rely on two guys 
to score n bulk of their 
points, but they have a lor 
of depth and some nice role 
playe_rs," he said. "Connor 
and Vnndeborne like to put 
the bull on the floor nnd 
attack you offensively. 
They like to drive in and 
kick it back out. We must 
limit their penetrntion and 
keep them out of the paint." 

The 6-foot Connor is 
Steubenville Cntholic's 

See, 2A, Page 9 
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PICTURED IS the 2017-1 B Steubenville Catholic Central basketball teem. Front row, from left, are Luca 
Connor, Josh Costello, Donnie Vandebome, Geno DIBiase, AJ Connor and Jack Rook. Back row, from left, 
are assistant coach Dave Connor, Issac Hough, Matt Kilonsky, Chole Maregos, Jake Stoll, Ryan Gorman, 
Vince Carapellottl, Michael Rook and head coach Chris Tarquinio. • 

4A-----'--------------------------'--
• Continued'from Page 4 

er and playin'g so few for us." 
OVAC games, we are fac- Big Red is playing in 
ing what manyj have told their fourth conference title 
me Is the toughf t schedule game. They won the crown 
in Meadowbro k history, in 2014, knocking off 
so I nm prett . proud of Union Locnl. All told, Big 
what these g'uys have Red owns 14 titles. 
done." En route to the title 

The Colts hnve been in game, Meadowbrook had 
several tight games, includ- its way with Oak Glen, 
ing all of their losses, winning by an 83-4 7 
which came to a list of count 
heavy hitters, includin·g "We were ready to play 
Parkersburg South, and we played well," Tolz
Znnesville in overtime, du, who picked up career 
John Glenn, Dover and win number 40 I in the 
Warren Local. process, said. ·"Our kids 

Steubenville, )Ileanwhile, approached that game like 
ended the pre-OVAC par- they have all senson. We 
tion of the schedule with a play hard and we play with 
three-game losing skid and excitement" 
whether or not it or St. Steubenville rebounded 
Clairsville qua\ifled came from its sluggish finish and 
down to bonus pointq, caus-. went to Cadiz and took 
Ing some anxious moments down the top-seeded 
in the Jefferson Co. Sent. 

"We were h:anging on 
like a rock clif r to stay 
in that fourth s t," Haney 
said. "We're happy it 
worked out n d now we 
have a chance lo get back 
to this-game. We played· 
some good teanls from out
side of the area 10 help pre
pare us for the lournnment, 
but we• d like ti· win some 
of those. game , too. Not 
just play in the . It was a 
roller coaster like season 

Huskies, 67-57. 
"It's took us a little while' 

longer than we expected for 
us to gel, but we're starting 
to share the ball better, 
which is big for us," Haney 
said. "We thought, nt the 
beginning of the season, we 
had a chnnce to be in this 
game, but we also thought 
our record (11-8) would be 
better, too. We have to play 
four, good quarters. We 
were able to do that at Har
rison." 

Though the Colts lost 
four of their five starters, 
including three of whom 
ploying at the collegiate 
level, from last season's 
team that not only won the 
OV AC, but also advanced 
to the Division II regional, 
Tolzda believed his squad 
could still be formidable. 

"We had some kids wait- kids really worked hard," kids got better from play
ing tl)eir turn and we had a Tolzda said. "Our open ing. Plus, winning sees 
great summer, where the gynls were good and the 

See, 4A, Page 5 
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HondaY 

532 N. Third Street, Route 7, 
Steubenville, Ohio 

740-283-3435 
"Serving the Ohio Valley for over 30 years" 

GOOD LUCK TO ALL THE PARTICIPANTS 

visit us at ohiovalleyhonda.com 
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compete for its sixth con- "We knew Fort Frye shoot the ball," Stephens OVAC, they're all usually. the Jets is a good tuneup "Union Local similar to 
secutlve conference title by would provide a- real test said. "The semifinal games pretty close." because of the similar them in a lot of respects," 
virtue of a 65-55 victory because of how disciplined are tough. If you look at Stephens believes that styles at which the two Stephens said. "Unfon 
against Fort Frye. l]ley arc and how well they most of the games in the playing the Cadets prior to teams employ. 

___ ,ET.s 
UNION LOCAL JETS 

TOOTHMAN · 
FUNERAL HOME 

141 S. Marietta St, 
St. Clairsville, Ohio 

740-695:-1905 . 
49484 O.R. &"W, Station Rd. 

Jacobsburg, Ohio 

740-686-2525 
Wt~ rvny family a,, if it too ow my cwn. 
Smtiug llu- Oliw Valltyfar Ow 100 Yl'll'"'I 

[/'.alJton, 
j.l.llWI.O.f, !Jfumu 

c( 0wnauvtg, 
Kelly Kemp Braldo 

• • "ll [j,uu/iti,m. of. Sewing 
: !JamJlk.,. SJnu. 1900" 

Bethesda 
(740) 484-4551 

Bamesvllle 
{7~) 425-1135 

'1N,YI.~= 

Good luck 
Union local 

I 

From ~he Union local 
Boar~ of.Education & 
Admi-istrative Staff! 

GARY W. SMITH 
LAW OFFICES 

JET.§ 
740-968-6088 740-472-1647 

Flushing Woodsfield 

GOOD LUCK 
UNION LOCAL 

JETSI 

• See,3A, Page B 

Quality ~ 
Environmental l5" 
Services, Inc. & 

67440 Falloure Rd. 

Belmont, Ohio 43718 

Phone ... (740) 782-1767 

FAX •.. (740) 782-1905 

OWNER: Fred Blackman 

GOOD LUCK JETS! 

GOOD LUCK 
UNION 
LOCAL 

FROM· UNION LOCAL 
BOYS BASKETBALL 

PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
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Local hos a little better 
sb\)Oters overall, but they're 
both disciplined and really 
test you on the defensive 
end" 

than his frame, nets just. 
over four points a night. • • 

Union Local certainly 
con shoot the basketball. 
The Jets are shooting 38 
percent from behind the 3-
point line and hove cashed 
in 152 triples this season. 

Lending the wny for the 
.lets, who only utilize n six
man rotation for the most 
part, are the Brothers Kil
dow. Junior Cal Kildow 
'lends the way in the scoring 
column nt 17 .5 points a 
night. Senior Ty Ki)dow 
checks in at 16 points per. 

Rugged senior Cody 
Ray, who plays much big
ger than his 6-foot frame, is 
next in line at I 2.5 points 
per game. He also lends the 
team with S.6 rebounds per 
contest. 

Junior Elijah Baker - 'a 
starter for the first time this 
season - has made his 
presence felt time and time 
ngnin. He overages 8.6 
points a game, while senior 
Luke Menges rounds out 
the lineup. Another interior 
player who ploys bigger 

"We have to continue to 
be balanced," Delman said. 
"Teams know who our top 
threats are, so all of the 
guys have to do their part 
and step up. We could have 
four or five guys put up 
double figures on any given 
night, whicli is a good thing 
about our guys." 

Dcreli: Smith is the Jets' 
top substitute. 

Central. which has 
stubbed its toe to Mars, Pn 
in the Cancer Research 
Classic and Clarksburg 
Notre Dame, is led by its 
dynamic back-court duo of 
seniors Brent Price· and 
Owen Gainer. 

Both not only average 2 I_ 
points a contest, but they 
also raise the level of'play 
of their teammates. 

Price and Gainer have 
surpassed the 1,000-point 
mark in their careers and 
Stephens likes how 
unselfish each player 
remains. 

''They both do n good Job 
of looking for each other," 

See, 3A, Page 9 
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Photo Provided 
PICTURED IS the. 2017-18 Parkersburg Squth basketball team. Front row, from left, are Ben Menarchek, 
Cody Durnell, Tyson Graham, Cole Plants, Kerwyn Marshall, Todd Burner, Shane Snider, Brayden Mooney 
and Jacob Dennis. Second row, from left; are assistant coach Garrett Foggin, head coach Mike Fallon, 
Isaac Smith, Colten. Luther, Alex Woolard, Malak! Sylvia, Seth Fallon, asslstan\ coaches Adam Dobson and 
Chris Hyson. Top rpw, from left, are Cam Fallon, Brendan Jenkins, Brendan Plants, Cameron Marks, 
Nathan Currey, Devin Gains, Brandon Penn, Noah Barker and Andrew Pierotti. 

Class SA 

South, Unive·rsity ready 
By BUBBA KAPRAL 
Executive Sports Editor . 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
It will be a powerhouse 
·showdown in the OV AC 
Wheeling Hospital SA 
Boys' BasketbaII Cham pi~ 
onships title game this 
afternoon at Ohio Universi
ty Eastern. 

Parkersburg South and 
University enter the title tilt 
ranked No. I and No. 2, 
respectively, in the latest 
West Virginia Closs AAA 
poll. The two have met 
once this season with South 
posting a hard-earned 67-
63 Win on its home boards. 
It is the Hawks'. Ione loss 
this season. 

Each team has one 
OV AC hoop crown in its 
archives . .University enters 
the game ns defending con-

ference champion, dis
patching rival Morgantown 

. in the title contest. South, 
meanwhile, claimed· its 
crown in 2013. 

Both teams turned in 
impressive semi-final per
formances to punch their 
title-game ticket 

No. I seed South blasted 
Indian Creek, 77-43, Tues
day wbile No. 2 seed Uni
versity eliminated Wheel
ing Pork, 80-45, the some 
evening. 

South hos two losses on 
the campaign, coming at 
the hands of Teays Valley 
Christian and George 
Washington, the latter talc
ing pince Thursday. 

The Patriots boast n vet
eran lineup, starting three 
seniors and a pair of jun-
iors. . 

Senior guard Cole Plants 

is South's top scorer, aver
aging 18.6 points per 
game. Classmate Shane 
Snider is support support 
with a 15.4 ppg. average. 

Toe balance of the start
ing five consists of juniors 
Seth Fallon (9.4 ppg.) and 
Brayden Mooney (8. 7 ppg.) 
and senior Kerwyn Mar
shall (3. 7 ppg.). 

South is averaging nearly 
70 points a contest while 
yielding just 57. 

University, coached by 
Joe Schmidle, is driven by 
point guard Kaden Methe
ny. Toe 5-1 J" sophomore is 
nlrendy receiving a multi
tude of D-1 offers. 

Senior forward Ethan 
Ridgeway is also a Howk 
force. He delivered 23 
points in the semi-final win 
wbile Metheny added 18. 

The pair drew the praise 

of Wheeling Park head 
coach Michael Jebbin. 

"I know there's no better 
• point guard in the state than 
Kaden Metheµy. That's a 
guarantee. And Ethan 
Ridgeway without a doubt 
is one of the top players in 
the state," Jebbin remarked 
after Tuesday's clash. 

Metheny and Ridgeway 
are joined in the University 
starting lineup by Austin 
Forbes (13.2 ppg)., Clay 
BaileJI and Storm Leftridge. 

"I think South is the No. • 
I team in West Virginia for 
n reason. They are very bal
anced and deep. They have 
many weapons on offense 
that are multi-dimensional," 
Schmidle said. "They are 
very difficult to guard and 
prepare for. I'm hoping that 

See, SA, Page 9 
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PICTURED IS the 2017-18 Universify basketball team. The team consists of K.J. McCiurg, Oliver Reed, 

Clay Balley, Kaden Metheny, Tyler Blohm, Ethan Ridgeway, Rodney Bucklew, Mike -Maumbe, Kyle Smith, 

Storm Leftridge, Austin Forbes, Buddy Leach and Riley McCord. • -

5A---------------------
continued from Page 8 

playing on a neutral floor plined team. Watching film 
will balance things out. on them is very similar to 
They are almost impossible us. Same type of style up 
to beat in their gym." and down the floor. 

South is coached by "I am very proud of our 
Mike Fallon. He holds Uni; kids. We toughened up our 
versity in high regard. schedule this year and kids 

"University is a very have resp·onded. We also 
good basketball team. They understand the regular sea
have many different son Is just a lime to get 
weapons and can score in . your yourself prepared for 
bunches," Fallon offered. post-season play," he added 
"They are very well "We bave many different 
coached and very disci- kids step up on nightly 

basis and have been able to 
win close games at home 
and on road. I think says a 
lot about them." 

Both coaches are fans of 
tbe OV AC tourney setup. 

"It is nice to play in 
OV AC finals. Our ultimate 
goal is to get to Charleston 
and play for a state champi
onship but we are thankful 
for opportunity to partici
pate in a great tournament," 
Fallon said. 

That sentiment was rein
forced by Schmidle. 

"We are happy to repre
sent the conference in the 
championship game. It's an 
exciting venue," Schmidle 
said. "To have the No. l
and No. 2- ranked AAA 
teams In the state of West 
Virginia playing against 
each other in this final just 
adds to the excitement. It 
shows how strong our con
ference is." 

3A---------------------
conunued from Page 8 

Stephens said .. "Brent 
always had the ability to get 
into tbe paint and score. 
He's worked a lot on bis 
outside shot and improved 
it. Owen's always been a 
shooter und he's worked 
hard on his ability to drive 
the ball." 

While Price and Gainer 
garner much o~ the defen
sive attention ~ both on 
the floor and in the scouting 

report - they're by no 
means the Knights' only 
options. 

"You can tell quickly 
how well coached Wheel
ing Central and how well 
their kids play together," 
Delman said. "They have u 
good combination of size 
and speed. You have to 
focus on Gainer and Price, 
but Central definitely has 
other guys who can hurt 

you." 
• On the interior, the 
Knights boast decent size 
and length with seniors 
Anthony Robbins and 
Cedric Williams. Both 
check in with seven points 
a game. Junior Bray Price, 
who had a big game against 
Fort Frye earlier in the 
week, nets six points n con
test. 

"Those guys play their 

roles," Stephens said. 
"You have to have those 
kinds of guys who know 
and accept their roles. 
We've been fortunate to 
have that. Even guys off the 
bench don't contribute a Jot 
of points." 

Speaking of the Knights 
bench, the top subs are Ian 
Georges, Julen Creighton 
and Blake Peluchette. 

2A---------
cont1nued from Page 5 

Tarquinio said. "Not 
many people thought we 
could get here, bqt the· I 4 
players and 3 coaches did. 
We knew we could get here 
and we proved it the other 
night on the court." 

Playing bigger schools 
during the regular season 
has allowed the Crusaders 
to be ready when the com
petition gets stiff. 

"I purposely scl1eduled a 
tough schedule. I made it 
challenging for a reason 
and that reason being that 
playing good competition 
will make us better at tour
nament time," he said. 

He also knows that play
ing River will not be an 
easy task. 

"It will definitely be a 

challenge (or us," Tarquinio 
said. "I've known Mark 
(Romick) for a Jong, time. I 
know River will be well
coache<l and disciplined. 
They play solid defense and 
have one of tl1e best players 
in the state in Lukas 
(Isaly)." . 

Rounding out the Cru
saders starting lineup are 
senior Geno DiBiase (5-11) 
and juniors Jake St611 (6-5) 
and Matt Kilonsky (5-11), 
Stoll and Kilonsky each'· 
score a little over.6 points a 
game. Coming off .the 
bench are senior Josh. 
Costello (6-0) and sopho
more Luca Connor (5-11). 
Connor averages 5 points 
and Costello 4. 
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Photo Provided 
PICTURED IS the 2017-18 Cameron basketball team. Front row, from left, are assistant coach Devin Over
holt, assistant coach Matt Burge, Robert Milliken, Trey.Scott, Colby Brown and Head Coach Toni Hart. Mid
dle row, from left, are Noah Neely, Jessop Broughton, Travis Mickey, Aidan Lucey, Dillon Meintel, Zane Clut
ter and Garrett Scott. Third row, from left, are Logan Burkett, Mason Miller, Scott Pekuia, Conner Howard 
and Scott White. 

Class 1A 

Cameron, Trinity to vie 
By RICK THORP 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
Regular-season games 
don't always foreshadow 
the results of a a tourna
ment rematch. But if Trini
ty nod Cameron stage a bat
tle like the one they put on 
about a month ago, the 
folks inside OUE's Physi
cal Education and Recre
ation Center might be in for 
a dandy tonight. 

The Warriors and Drag
ons meet in the 7 p.m. 
finale of the Wheeling Hos
pital OVAC Boys' Basket
ball Championships, and if 
their January 24th meeting 
is any indication, a cl<Jse tilt 
could be in store. 

"I know (Cameron head) 
coach (Tom) Hart pretty 
well," Trinity head coach 
John Fowkes said this 

week, minutes after his girls claimed their first con-· we want to win.'" 
team moved to ) 4-5 by ference crown - in any era Trinity is no stranger to 
belting South Harrison. - last week. The boys will the big stage. In mid
"And, he knows us pretty try to do the same, but Hart • December, it won the Jef
well. isn't thinking about making ferson Tournament, com-

"So, it's going to be a history - just bringing prised of larger teams. 
slugfest. We anticipate that, home the crown. Then, to round out the 
for sure.'' "We're just focusing on month, it played locally in 

Just like the Class 5A coming ready to play the Undo's at Wheeling 
final before it, the IA title (tonight)," he said. "It Jesuit University, falling to 
bout features two teams would be tremendous, Wheeling Central in the 
ranked in the top IO of though, to join the girls as championship game. 
their West Virginia class. champions. It would be a Hart knows the Warriors 
The Warriors stand sixth-in• tremendous feat, not only are battle-tested and saw 
the latest Associated Press for the school, but the com- that first hand in their meet-
Class A rankings, while the munity, too.'' ing a month ago. 
Dragons are eighth. Trinity, meanwhile, is "They have length and 

"Playing for the OVAC seeking its second crown in they have quickness," he 
title is a tremendous three seasons and first said. "They have some real
honor," Hart said. "But this • under Fowkes, in his sec- ly good shooters." 
game will also have ond year. Last winter, the Trinity led by as many as 
statewide implications, as Warriors lost_ in the semifi- 16 in Marshall County, but 
well." nals to Wellsville. it took a 3-pointer by senior 

The Dragons (17-3) are "That's one of goals to Jacob Martin with 24 sec-
trying to turn to turn a rare win the OV AC," Fowkes onds left to give the War-
OV AC double. Cameron's said. "This is a-tournament S lA P 

11 ea, , age 
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PiCTURED IS the 2017-18 Trinity Christian basket
ball team. Front row, from left, are Caleb Jenkins, ' 

Josh Hart, Josh Rosen, Cam Kellar, Jacob Martin, Jo 
Zlnl, Caleb Moats, Kellen Alderman, Briston Bennett, 

Jelen Wimer and Mason Steptoe. Back row, from 
left, are Finn Slnclalr, Jon Morley, Caleb Rice, Logo ' 

Zervos, Mark Spruill, Daniel Woods, Joel Robertson, 
Fletcher Hartsock, Dakota Shepherd .and Jack Bar
nett. Back rciw, from left, are assistant coach Bran

don Stakey, head coach John Fowkes and assistant 
coach Marcus Law. 
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riors a 64-63 victory. 
"They're best player is 

(Joe) Zinni," Hart said. 
"He's their'go-to guy. He 
kind' of carried the in the 
fourth ·quarter against us." 

Zinni (6-3 senior), who 
surpassed the 1,000-(ioint 
mark Wednesday, enters 
tonight's game having 
scored 31 points in back-to
back games. He's averaging 
about l 7 points per contest 

Roundmg Oljt the War
riors' starting lineup are -
Josh Hart (5-9 junior), Bris
ton Bennett (5-10 junior), 
Joel Robertson (6-~ junior) 
and Daniel Woods (6-5, 
junior). 

"He's very quick on his 
feet," Hart said of Wilson, 
averaging 15 points and 12 
boards per outing. "You 
just can't let hjm have his 
way or he'll eat you up 
inside." 

Fowkes saidihe 'likes to 
go as many as five deep off 
the bench, with seniors 
Caleb Moats (6-2), Kellen 
Alderman (6-2) and Cam 
Kellar (5-9) contributing, 
along with juniors Logo 
Zervos (6-1) and Jon Mor
ley (5-9), 

The bench has been cru
cial for the Warriors .as 
Caleb Jenkins, their original 
starter at point guard, is out 
with a stress fracture. Mar
tin, the hero In the first 
Cameron game, tore ,his 
ACL in a remntch with the 

• Maroon Knight/; on January 
31. 

The Dragons have been 1 

hit by the injury bug, too. 
Senior Robert Milliken, 
averaging 14 points, 11 
rebounds and four blocks 
per game, injured bis ankle 
last week against Tyler 
Consolidated and is doubt
ful tonight. If he can't go, 
look for either sophomore 
Garrett Scott (6-0) or junior· 
Dillon Meintel (5-10). 

The rest of Cameron's 
starting lineup includes: 
seniors Trey Scott (5-10) 
and Colby Brown (6-5), 
and Juniors Aidan Lucey 
(5-10) and Travis Mickey 
(6-2). 

"All five of our starters 
have had at least one game 
of scoring 20 points or 
more," Hart pointed out. 
"Our scoring is balanced. 
We don't have one player 
that does it all. They play 
team ball because they 
believe in playing team 
ball. They don't worry 
about getting the points. 
They want to play well and 
hard and they want to win." • 

Hart believes the game 
will certainly provide a 
postseason-type atmos-
phere. • 

"I think it's a great night
cap game," Hart said. "You 
have two teams. Both teams 
ranked. 

"We know we'll be run
ning into a very good team. 
John does a great job with 
them. We'll have to bring 
our 'A' game. We know 
that." 
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therapists, as well as physicians and orthopedic surgeoi:is 
board-certified in sports.medicine, :. 

We hope everyone has a safe season. B.ut when 
Injuries occur, we're Teady to help get. athkltes. healthy • 
and back In the game, • • 

' 
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Ph~tb by Bill Ferguson 

Cameron's Colby Brown shoots over Trinity Christian's 
Daniel Woods during Drst half action In the OVAC Class lA 
Champ,onsltlp game. , 

Cameron Falls In 
lA Championship 
Dragons struggle 
with Trinity's press 

By JOSH STROPE 
, Sports Editor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -Trin
ity coach John Fowkes 
couldn't say enough about his 
defense following Saturday's 
OV AC Class I A championship 
victory against Cameron. 

The Warriors were ferocious 
on the ipress, something they 
felt they could have a lot of 
success with after watching 
film of Cameron's game 
against Wheeling Central in 
the Undo's Tournament. 

Trinity (15-5) forced 14 
turnovers, including four in the 
fourth quarter en route to a 52-
40 triumph at Ohio University 
Eastertj in the nightcap of the 
tournament. It is the second 
OVAO title for the Warriors, 
winning It previously In 2016. 

"Wheeling Central' ran a dia
mond press against them, but 
Wheel\ng didn't really sprint 
back on defense and we kinda 

knew how to attack it with a 
four across," Fowkes said. 
"We disguised the diamond 
press with bringing all the guys 
up and I still don't think they 
knew what kind of press it 
was. 

"I think we wore them out. 
Credit to our kids. We have 
had a great season with 
strength and conditioning. Our 
kids are in great shape. Joel 
Robertson played four quarters 
straight. We had (Logo) Zervos 
come off the bench. He is a 
jayvee kid that got his first real 
mmutes in big action this sea
son and he was pretty good for 
us." 

Cameron (17-4) trailed for 
most of the night, but never let 
the score get too far away. The 
Dragons took a 27-25 lead 
early In the third quarter on 
back-to-back 3-pointers from 
Colby Brown and Travis Mick
ey. Brown's basket to make it 
29-28 midway through the 
ciuarter, though, was the last 
time the Dragons led. 

See Cameron, Page B4 

Central Captures Sixth 
Straight OV AC Title 

Photo by Sheri McAnlnch 

Wheeling Central's Brent Price looks for an open teammate as Union Local's Elljah Baker 
defends during the 3A OV AC Championship game. • 

Maroon Knights get victory over Union Local 
By SETH STASKEY 

For the News-Register 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE 

Winning the Ohio Valley Ath
letic- Conference champi
onship never gets old for 
Wheehn~ Central. 

Especrnlly as it pertains to 
championships in the Wheel
ing Hospital Boys Basketball 
Championships. 

The Maroon Knights added 
another chapter to their illus
trious hoop history Saturday 
afternoon when they knocked 

off top-seeded Union Local, 
59-43, in front of a large 
turnout at Ohio University 
·Eastern's Health and Physical 
Education Center. The cham
pionship is Central' s sixth 
consecutive and seventh all 
told under the current tourna
ment format 

"What's nice is you have 
some of the guys returning, 
but you always have a few 
new guys sprinkled in and for 
them to have the opportunity 
to came over here to even 

play for one is special, but to 
win one is really nice," Cen
tral coach Mel Stephens said. 

Wheeling Central, which 
never trailed in the game, 
exerted its will by virtue of its 
clear advantages in foot 
speed, length, size and overall 
athleticism. 

"They're just way more 
athletic than us," Union Local 
coach Zach Delman saidd. 

"They're talented and very 

See Central, Page B4 



CAMERON----------'------
Co11tinuedJhm1 page BI 
Daniel Woods came 

through with a convention
al three-point play to give 
the Warriors back the lead 
at 31-29 and never trailed 
the rest orthe way. 

C;.1111cron cut the deficit 
to 40-36 in the fourth 
quarter on a 3-pointer by 
Dillon Meintel. 

It was answered by t\VO 
free throws from Woods. 
As Cameron tried lo bring 
the ball up the cou11, it was 
stolen and Kellen Alder
man scored a basket. wns 
fouled and completed the 
three-point play to stretch 
the lead to nrne. 

After a Mickey basket 
on the other end. it become 
u frl.!c-throw ~hooting con
test down the stretch, wilh 
Trinity converting on 7 or 
8 trks to seal a victory. 

"This means a lot to the 
kids, the program, me per
sonally," Fowkes said. "I 
told the kids to pinch me. It 
is pretty cool and I'm liv
ing the dream." 

On the other end, 
Cameron saw ils hopes for 
its first OV AC boys' title 
come up short on the same 
noor the girls' team made 
history seven days curlier. 

TOPPERS 
Continued from page BJ 

"They arc disappointed," 
Cameron coach Tom Hart 
said. "We have been work
ing hard for this game, but 
we didn't get into much of 
an offensive rhythm and I 
give that credit to Trinity. 
They played really well on 
defense. 

"They put an emphasis 
on our point guard Trey 
Scoll and not letting him 
get the ball. We \'ut in 
some sets we thoug 1l that 
could work but never got 
that chnncc. We typreally 
don't turn the ball over a 
lot. 

"We made a lot of poor 
decisions, but again, I cred
it a lot of that to Trinity's 
defense." 

llrown was the lone 
Dragon in double l'igures 
with 16 points and com
pleted the double-double 
with IO rebounds. 

Woods, who was named 
the John Howell Most 
Valunble Player, took. 
advunta~e or the lack of 
size inside for Cameron. 
With Robert Milliken, who 
has been injured, limited in 
his minutes, Woods (6-
foot-5) used the mismatch 
on his way to a gume-high 

I 8 points and IO rebounds. 
Robertson added 11 points. 

"One of the benefits or 
this game was getting to 
play Trinity this close to 
the postseason," Hart said. 
"They are &oing to be one 
of the favorites to come out 
or their region so I think 
this gnme will benefit us in 
getting ready for the post
season. We have a tough 
section and n tough region. 
This type of game, a cham
pionsh1r, game on neutral 
tloor, wrll benefit us." 

Class SA 
University 60 

Parkersburg South 45 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE -

University claimed it sec
ond straight OVAC title, 
beating Parkersburg South 
in a battle of the top two 
teams in Class AAA in 
West Virginia. 

Kaden Metheny scored 
17 of his 26 points in the 
fou11h quarter to earn MVP 
honors. Ethan Ridgeway 
netted I 0. 

Cole Plants paced the 
Patriots with 13 points. 

GIRLS 
W,Vu, Class AA 

Region One, Section Two 
Weir 44, Oak Glen 32 
WEIRTON - Freshman 

Leah Maley had 13 points 
and Gia Fuscardo netted 12 
as Weir (9-14) ended Han
cock County rival Oak. 
Glen's season in a first 
round sectional game. 

The Red Ricfers (9- I 4) 
will take on top seed North 
Marion on Tuesday. 

Maggie Kovalcik paced 
the Golden Bears (5-18) 
with I 2 points. 

W.Va, Class A 
Region One, Section Two 

SL Marys 77 
Paden City 31 

ST. MARYS - Paden 
City fell into a 20-3 first
quarter hole and couldn't 
dig its way out in a season
ending loss to Paden City. 

Skylar Fulks paced the 
Wildcats with I 0 points. 

2018 Eastern Inter
scholastic Swlmmlng & 
Diving Championships 
GERMANTOWN - The 

Linsly girls swim team was 
led by Sydney West at the 
Eastern Scholastic Swim
ming & Diving Champi
onships as she placed in the 
I 00 breaststroke with a 
time or I :08.84. 

Also placing for the 
Cadets were all three girls 
and boys relay tenms. 

• "My teammates really found me," 
Brown said. "When we get up and ntn
ning and hitting our shots, that's when 
we arc at our'bcsl. 

36 seconds on the clock to make it a 
one-score game, but West Liberty 
came up empty handed in their final 
no1.i<.;1~..;,.:1nn 

Tayana Stewart's I I. 
Wheeling Jesuit 81 

West Virginia Wesleyan 78 
WHEELING - The lone Wheeling 
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CENTRAL-----
Continued from page B 1 

dangerous. We tried our 
best to keep them out of 
the open court and not 
make the game a track 
meet." 

Union Local did have 
the game's tempo to its lik
ing, but that's where Cen
tral 's defense became a 
factor. 

The Maroon Knights 
exerted their will defen
sively, offering very few 
open looks. 

The Jets, who hit 16 
treys against Bellaire in the 
semifinal victory last Tues
day, converted half as 
many from behind the arc 
this time out 

"We knew how danger
ous Union Local is because 
of how well they shoot the 
ball and they're very disci
plined (offensively)," 
Stephens said. "Those 
were concerns, but defen
sively, 1 am really proud. 
They shook loose a couple 
of times, but for the most 
part we were there to con
test shots. We rebounded 
well, too." 

Union Local finally 
found some room to oper
ate in the third qunrter as 
junior Eli)nh Baker got 
open to hrt three bonus 
goals in the period. The 
Jets were within four nt 
33-29, but after several 
empty possessions on both 
ends, Central stopped its 
bleeding. 

Senior standout Owen 
Gainer dialed up n triple 
and then got a steal and 
layup, pushing the lead 
back to nine. Quite simply, 
the Jets couldn't recover. 

In the fourth quarter, 
Knights senior Brent Price, 
who had been held prima
rily in check, got going 
and claimed the game's 
MVP Award. 

He scored seven of his 
13. Included was a fierce 
two-handed jam down the 
middle of t11e lane. 

"We had to claw buck 
too much after we let them 
extend n lead," Delman 
said. 

"We got some stops 
when we needed them, but 
we had three or four empty 
possessions and couldn't 
get over the hump. They 
made plays when they 
needed them." 

While Price and Gainer 
garner most of the atten
tion - and rightfully so 
- they weren' I alone 
against the Jets. Cedric 
Williams scored IO points 
and freshman A.J. 
Maxwell, who was recent
ly elevated to the varsity 
squad, came off the bench 
to score I 0, too. 

Union Local, mean
while, was led by junior 
Cal Kildow's 14. Baker 
finished with I 3 and Ty 
Kildow added 11. 
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Rirver Claims First Conference Title Since 1973 
By KIM NORTH 

For The News-Register 
ST. CI:.AIRSVILLE - Before the 2017-

18 sensor\ began, River coach Mark Romick 
sat down lwith his terun. Together they com
piled a bucket list for the upcoming cam
paign. Sal:urdny morning, the Pilots crossed 
off anoth~r goal. 

:" Behinq n stlffling third-quarter defense, 
top-seecled River (20-1) continued its 
inipressi~e year with a .55-39 come-from
behind jctory over No. 2 Steubenville 
Catholic n the Wheeiini Hospital OV AC 
Boys B ketball Chnmpronships Class 2A 
title tilt Inside n chilly Oblo Umversity East
em's Health and Physical Education Center. 

The chpmpionship was the Pilots second. 
the first c,oming nearly five decades ago in 
1973. I • ' 

''This is pretty sweet," Romick said. ''To 
double uJ:/ with what the girls did last week.
end is grept for both programs. It's great for 
the kids. You can't be happier for our sen
iors. They've put in a lot of time and the 
kids hove worked really harci 

"That's 20 winS' on the season for us. 
That ties the school record. We had goals 
set whenever the season started, It's kind of 
comical but we go over those goals every 
day during practice, I asked them what goal 
No, 1 was, and they responded '16 wins.' I 
said 'OK, you've got u checkmark. I said 
we're not going to stop there and they said 
'no, we're going on. 

"Goal No. 2 was to get into the OV AC 
(final four) and the seniors set goal No. 3 of 
winning it, I just told them today goal No. 3 
Is done, We've got other goals set, too. This 
is a special bunch." 

The Pilots, who were ranked as high as 
No. 2 in the Ohio Division IV poll this sea
son, had to overcome a stem test from the 
Crusaders (12-8). The teams were dead
locked at 11 afterone quarter before the Jef
ferson County quint took a slim, 24-23, 
edge Into the lockerroom at halftime. 

Sparking the Crusaders was Donnie Van
debome, The senior netted I 8 of bis team-

best 23 points in the first 16 minutes. How
ever, he and classmate AJ Connor were the 
only Crusaders to make n field goal in the 
game. 

"We were right there with them We went 
cold in tile thlfd quarter offensively, and 
when you're playing a team like River, if 
you through a bad spell like we did, you get 
yourself in trouble because it's so tough to 
come back against them," Steubenville 
Catholic coach Chris Tarquinio said. 

While River was playing in-your-face 
defense in the third quarter that !united the 
Crusaders to I for 6 shooting and forced 
four turnovers, Lukas Jsaly and the Pilots' • 
role players were coming up bi)i, • 

Isaly, the Pilots' 2,000-pomt standout, 
scored five points in tlie quarter and SOJ?hO
more Stone Thompson added four.ma 
reserve role, Drew Dietz and Dillon Grimes 
knocked down key 3-pointers as River took 
a 38-26 advantage into the final chapter. 

Lsaly tallied IO fourth-quarter lightings to 
help the Pilots navigate to the crown. He 
fmished with 29 which gives him 2,034 for 
his career. 

"I've said it before. He is one of the best 
players around," Tarquinio said of Isaly. 
"When you play a player like him, you just 
try and contain him. I thought we did that 
for the most part, but he hit a couple of 
buckets there that changed the momentum 
to their side. Then they had a couple of 
other guys hit big baskets." 

The title not only comes on the heels of 
the girls' crown In.st week, but also gives 
the Pilots a double-double to go along with 
their football championship. . 

"These kids came out of football late and 
people said that would be a detriment, but it 
wasn't because the kids got into basketball 
shape pretty quick," Romick said. "I think 
the success they enjoyed in football carried 
over into basketball." 

Thompson added nine points and three 
rebounds. He also played very well on 
defense and distributed the ball on offense. 

"Stone has done a great job all year, but 

Photo by Sheri McAnlnch The River boys basketball team celebrates after It claimed the 2A OVAC ChnmplonsWp against Steubenville Catholic on Saturday, 
(Saturday) I think he played his best game 
yet," Romick said. "We sat down with him 
m the middle of the year and told him he 
was going to have to score some for us. 
He has the ability to score and he has 
some tenacity. (Saturday) we put him at 
the hi~h post and he did an excellent job 
there.' 

Grimes chipped in eight points, while 
Dietz added srx and a team-leading eight 
boards. 

In addition to Vandeborne's 23 points, 
AJ Connor finished with 13. 

"I'm very proud of these guys. Nobody 
thought we would be here. Nobody at 
all," Tarquinio said. "It's an honor to play 
in this chamyionship game. I'm not in 
here for morn victories, though. We want 

to win titles and unfortunately we fell 
short, but Donnie and AJ brought us here 
and the r,ounger guys have learned from 
that. We II be back. We'll be back here." 

River led 25-22 off the glass and also 
had two less turnovers nt I 2-10. 

"Give them credit," Romick. said of 
Steubenville Catholic. "Chris does a great 
job up there and they gave us everything 
we wanted." 

The Pilots conclude the regular season 
Tuesday nt Frontier with' a chance at set
ting a new school record for wins. 

GAME NOTES 
■ River's 20 wins tie the mark set 

back in the mid-80s, according to 
Romick. • 
■ Isaly was voted the game's MVP. 
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River's long 
title drought 
finally ends 
• Pilots navigate by Crusaders 
to capture Class 2A crown 
By KIM NORTH 
limes Leader Sports Writer 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Before the 20) 7-18 season 
began, Mark Romick sat down· with bis River team. 

• Together they compiled a bucket list for the upcoming 
campaign. Saturday morning, the Pilots crossed off -
another goal., 

Behind a stiffling third-quarter defense, top-seeded 
River (20-1) continued its impressive year with a 55-

. 39 come,from,-behind victory over No. 2 Steubenville 
, Catholic In the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys Basket
ball Championships Class 2A title tilt inside a chilly 

: Ohio University Eastern's Health and Physical Educa
: tlon Center. , 
. The-championship was tb.e Pilots second-ever, the 
first coming nearly five decades ago in 1973, 

"This is pretty sweet," veteran River bend coach 
Mark Rornick professed. "To double up with what the 
girls did last w_eekend is great for both programs. It's·· 
great for the kids. You can't be happier for our seniors. 
They've put In a lot of time and the kids have worked 
really hard. • • • 

''That's 20 wins on the season for us. That ties· the 
school record," Romjck added. "We bad goals set 
whenever the season started. It's kind of comical but we 

' go over those goals every day during practice. J asked 
them what ·goal No. I was, and they responded 'I 6 
wins.' l said 'OK, you've got a checkmark. I said we're 

: not going to stop there and they said 'no, we're going 
on. • 

See, RIVER'S, Page C2 

Photo/SHERI McANINCH 
RIVER'S Lukas lsaly eyes a shot during Saturday's Class 2A 
championship game at Ohio-University Eastern. He scored 29 
points In a 55-39 victory over Steubenville Catholic. 

:Maroon Knights ground Jets in 3A 
, By SETH STASKEY 
: limes Leader Sports Editor 

r ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
i Winning thf Ohio Valley 
I Athletic· Conference cbampi
' onship never gets old for 
: Wheeling Central. 

Especially as it pertains to 
• championships in the Wheel
' ing Hospital Boys Basketball 
, Championships. 

The Maroon Knights 

, : play for one is special, but to 
win one is really nice;: Cen
tral bead coach Mel Stephens 
said. 

Wheeling Central, which 
never trailed in the game, 
exerted its will by virtue of 
its clear advantages in foot 
speed, length, size and over
all athleticism. 

' added another chapter to their ' 
: illustrious hoop history Satur

"They're just way more 
athletic than us," Union 
Local head coach Zuch Del
man conceeded. ''They're tal
ented and very dangerous. • 
We tried our best to keep 
them out of the open court 
and not make the game a 
track meet.'' 

: day afternoon when they 
'knocked off top-seeded 
Union Local, 59-43, in front 
of a large turnout at Ohio 
University Eastern's Health 

, and Pbysical,Educatlon Cen
ter. The champion is Cen
tral's sixth consecutive and 
seventh all told under the cur
rent tournament format. 

.,What's nice is you have 
some of the guys returning, 

Photo/SHERI McANINCH 
UNION LOCAL'S Elijah Baker, right, drives to the bas
ket during Saturday's Class 3A contest. 
but you al:,vays have a few them to have the opportunity 
new guys sprinkled in and for to come over here to even 

Union Local did have the 
game's tempo to its liking, 
but that's where Central' s 
defense became a factor. The 
Maroon Knights exerted their 
will defensively, offering 
very few open looks . 

See, 3A, Page C2 
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shot our defense was good down 
The dymnnic freshmen the stretch." 

duo of Baylee Wach and Despite struggling to Tory Hendershot hit triples • score the ball in the fourth 
in the fourth to keep the quarter, Shadyside still had Tigers close. Hendershot's n glimmer of hope with two 
goal came with just 5 I sec- seconds to go. Its desperaonds left and knotted the lion shot was well short of 
game at 42. the rim, setting off the 

River, however, was Pilots' celebration. 
unflappable. It got the ball It didn't take Shadyside 
into Flnnnery's hands, who head conch Serge Gentile continually made plays. long to pinpoint his team's Whether it was her I 0-of- biggest downfall. One quick 
10 effort at the line, includ- glance at the book and a 4-
ing five straight in the of-14 effort at the foul line 
fourth, or when she saved ledtoalotofhendshnking. two possessions by calling "They made a few more 
time outs, she fully eamedd plays than we did and we the game's MVP award. weren't very good at- the 

All told, Flannery fin- line," Gentile said. "It's 
!shed with 20 points. tough to win basketball 

"I was nervous coming games, especially n champi
into this game because it onship game, when you 
was like we were cursed on shoot that kind of percent
this floor," Flannery said. age at the line. River's n "Being able to get this win very good team and we is exciting. Shadyside's n fought until the end." 
good team and made shots Flannery' s scoring prowhen they needed them, but duction was complemented 
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by solid interior play of Ali 
Long. She had 14 points. 
Riley Lollnthin added eight 
points, including three big 
goals in the second half. 

Shadyside was paced by 
Wach's 16. Hendershot 
went for I 0, while Jaycee 
Mnyeres added seven. 

•Race-·---
Continued from Page C1 

death to be a champion 
and part of the history for 
our school." 

Cambridge, which was on 
top of the 4A standings all 
winter, simply dominated its 
way to the hardware. The 
Bobcats defeated their two 
opponents - SL Clairsville 
and Buckeye Local - by a 
combined score of 127-57. 

As he worried during the 
week leading up to the 
game, Figursk.i's Panthers 
simply had no answer for 
Ritz on the interior. 

A member of the coveted 
! ,ODO-point and 1,000-
rebound club, Ritz dominat
ed the paint on both ends. 
She scored 22 points, 
grabbed I 5 rebounds, swat
ted four shots and collected 
four steals en route to the 
game's MVP honor. 

''Lilly Ritz is as good as 
advertised," Figurski said. 

"'Cambridge was hitting on 
all cylinders and we couldn't 
match their intesity. Give 
Cambridge all of the credit 
They took us out of our 
game, so now we' have to re
group and get ready for 
River View (in the section
al)." 

The Bobcats wasted no 
time in asserting themselves. 
They led, 16-8, after one 
and upped the margin to 3 3-
1 7 nt the half before contin
uing the onslaught in the 
second half. 

. "Our length bothered 
them," Linscott said. "We 
played well on both ends of 
the floor." 

Along with Ritz' produc
tion, talented freshman 
guard Taylor Slaughter 
scored 16 points. 

Buckeye Local, which 
finishes the regular season 
with a 15-7 record, received 
another steady effort from its 
junior lenders, Emily Hol
zopfel and Alalre Destifnnes. 

Holzopfel, who was bot
tled up for much of the after
noon, still.managed to finish 
with 16 points. Destifanes 
added 11, all of which came 
In the first half. 

Destifanes gave the Pan
thers a glimmer of hope dur
ing n stretch in the second 
quarter when she· buried n 
trey on consecutive trips. 

II 

•Maroon-------
continued from· Page C1 

against Bellaire in the 
semifinal victory last Tues
day, converted half as many 
from behind the arc this 
time out. 

"We knew how danger
ous Union Local is because 
of how well they shoot the 
ball and they're very disci
plined (offensively)," 
Stephens said. "Those were 
concerns, but defensively, I 
am really proud. They 
shook loose n couple of 
times, but for the most part 
we were there to contest 
shots. We rebounded well, 
too." 

Union Local finally 
found some room to operate 
in the third quarter as junior 
Elijah Baker got open to hit 
three bonus goals in the 
period. The Jets were with
in four at 33-29, but after 
several empty possessions 
on both ends, Central 
stopped its bleeding. 

Senior standout Owen 
Gainer dialed up a triple 
and then got a steal and 
layup, pushing the lead 
back to nine. Quite simply, 
the Jets couldn't recover. 

In the fourth quarter, 

Knights senior Brent Price, 
who had been held primari
ly in check, got going and 
claimed the game's MVP 
Award. He scored seven of 
his 13. Included was n 
fierce two-handed jam 
down the middle of the 
lane. 

"We had to claw back 
too much after we let them 
extend a lead," Delman 
snid. "We got some stops 
when we needed them, but 
we had three or four empty 
possessions and couldn't 
get over the hump. They 
made plays when they 
needed U1em ... 

While Price and Gainer 
gamer most of the attention 
- and rightfully so - they 
weren't ulonc agninst the 
Jets. 

Cedric Williams scored 
1 O points and freshman 
A.J. Maxwell, who was 
recently elevated to the var
sity squad, came off the 
bench to score 10, too. 

Union Local, meanwhile, 
was led by junior Cal Kil
dow' s 14. Baker finished 
with 13 and Ty Kildow 
added 11. 


