Central
claims 3A
golf crown

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING — Not even a new class.
conld siow down the Wheeling Central golf
program. :

After claiming back-to-back titles in Class
2A, the Maroon Knights bumped up to Class
3A for this school year and simply picked up
where they left off.

Wheeling Central — on the strength of two
all-tournament players — claimed the
school’s 15th conference golf title nt overcast
and chilly Crispin Center inside Oglebay Park
Thursday afterncon. The Maroon Knights fin-
ished with an impressive team score of 3140,
which was 14 shots better than runner-up
Bamesville. '

*“This is a young group that's worked really
hard,” Central head coach Jim Mortakis said.
“The kids did & good job and played really
well today.”

With nary a senior in the mix, Mortakis
believes even better rounds might lie ahead
for his team.

*We have three juniors, a freshman and a
first-year player, who has been improving all
year long,” Mortokis said. “Its just a good
group of kids.”

Fueling the Knights' charge was an impres-
sive, one-over par round of 72 by tournament
champion Derrick Harrison. He shot an even
35 on the inward nine. He signed a card that
included four bogeys and three birdies,
including an impressive birdie on the last to

give him his 72. ‘ T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
Chogﬂgﬁ tlh]t ;rgggréwagdgbﬂgi?{ éb%oﬁ;ﬁ BARNESVILLE'S PAYNE Johnson watches his chip on the ninth hole
rison smiled. “This is my best tournament QUriNg Thursday's OVAC Class 3A golf championship at Oglebay Park's

Crispin Course. Johnson finished with a round of 78 to finish tied for

See, 3A, Page B2 fourth overall and eamn a spot on the all tournament team.
Wheeling Park wins 5A golf title
By CODY TOMER _ a 91 to help garner Park’s first OVAC  group.”

For The Times Leader title in three years. Nickell collected six birdies on the

- “This is wonderful,” Wheeling Park Par-71 Jones Course at Oglebay on his
WHEELING — Jacob Nickell has been  coach Don Headley said. “The way to victoty due to out-

on the verge of winning an individual
OVAC title since his freshman year but
has come up just short. That was until
Thursday.

The Wheeling Park senior shot an
incredible score of 67, four under-par, to
earn medalist honors and leud the Patri-
ots to a 5SA OVAC championship victo-

“It feels great to win it for the first
time,” Nickell said. “I have been within
three shots of winning every year since I
was 1 freshman but it feels great to final-
ly pet it done.” :

Dorothy Romanek carded an 82, Noah

Sievertson tallied an 85, Ryan Payne
Aalivarard an 7 and T uvdia Simon addad

whole year we have been work-
ing hard and getting better
every maich. Lydia and
Dorothy have been working
hard on their game and it is
really starting to show. Ryan is
playing well and our freshman,
Noah, is stepping in there and
playing very well.

“Nickell is the glue that
holds us all together. When he

standing putting,

“I feit like I made every
putt that I looked at,” Nickeil
said. “I hit my irons really
well and kept it in play, too.

“The greens here at Jones,
on the back nine especially,
are 50 tough. When you are
above the hole and putting
down hill, you know you are
in trouble. It is hard to stop it

can shoot a 4-under par, the near the hole and you have
others have to pull their numbers out, to be more aggressive when you're
too. below the hole.”

“1 am the happiest coach in the world It wasn’t as easy as he made it look,
right now, We have a good team with however. On the 17th hole, Nickell's tee

randd Tide and T ronldan’t acls e o hatter
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scare ever. I played conservative
golf because I didn’t want to make
too many mistakes, I was able to stay
out of trouble and it led to a pood
round.”

Harrison credited his driver and
iton play as the key reasons he was
able to post such a low number.

“My putting should have been bet-
ter, but T am not going to complain,”
Harrison confessed. “T was in position
to score well.”

White Harrison was excited for his
first individunl OVAC championship,
the third consccutive team title was
even more satislying.

“To move up a class and stifl win is
great,” Harrison said. “This (perfor-
mance) really builds up a lot of conii-
dence and momentum moving forward
toward the sectional. I just have to keep
it in the back of my head that I did well
hete, so I need to keep that going.”

Central’s J.C. Maxwell was the
tournament runnerup, He rebounded
from & 39 on the front to post a 36 on
the back en route to a 75 and a spot
on the all-tournament tcam.

Tunior Zach Mazur (80) and
Chayse Stahanczyk (83) rounded out
the scoriiig for the Knights.

“There probably aren’t very many

teams, in any class, that are able to
post those kinds of numbers,” Mor-
takis said. “(The OVAC) is really our
first concrete goal of the season. Hav-
ing two guys make the all-tournament
team certainly helps out.”
Barnesville, which finished an
undefeated season in the Ohio Valley
Golf League earlier this week, had
two players qualify for ali-tourna-
ment. Leading the way for the Sham-
rocks were Payne Johnson and Tyler
Willison. Both finished with a 78.
Magnolia, which was the defending
champion, was led by Trey Blain’s
round of 74, He finished third overall.
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shot went 1o the right of
the fairway near several
trees, but he stayed focused,
made a great recovery shot
and parred the hole.

“I' had to take 4 big cut,”
Nickell said. “You can’t get
down on yourself. You
have (o focus on the next
shot because whatever you
have done is already behind
you and you can’t keep
dhvelling on that.

Brooke freshman Ryan
Bilby was the OVAC run-
ner-up as he turned in a
round of 70, one under par
for the course, to lead the
Bruins.

“Tt feels pretly good to do
this as a freshman,” Bilby
said. “My driver was hitting
everything down the middle
and I was able to get them on
the greens from there,”

Despite being just a

Brooke coach Ron Ujcich
Jr. said. “He is fun to watch
and he doesn’t get flus-
tered, even when he does
have a bad hole. He main-
tains it and keeps every-
thing together.”

Rounding out the All-
OVAC team along with
Nickell and Bilby are War-
ren’s Nick Ward (75),
Parkersburg South’s Luke
Commiskey (77) and Uni-

Morgantown (364), Beaver
Local {368), John Marshall
(376), Weir (384) and
Indian Creek (449).

Evan Cuomo turned in an
88, Justin Shelton supplied
a 90 and Justin Penny-
backer added a 93 for
Brooke.

The Monarchs were led
by Colton Patrello’s 3,
followed by scores of 95
from Dustin Beazel and
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(Continued from Page 11)

Smith and Wilkin, who
paced the team with scores
of 82 and 83, respectively,
carned all~DVAéJ honors,
while Ray carded an 88,
Christopher Dilts rounded
out the scoring with a 94,

*“This is a very, very

tough goif course and a very
good course to (play this
tournament on),” Smith
said. “It's tough, but always
in great condition.”

mith beamed when ralk-
ing about his team’s parity,
which he knew would come
in handy, ‘

“Everyone played very
well,” he said. “There were
bad things, but they over-
came them. I'm proud of
them, They didn’t let things
snowball.

“I couldn’t ask for more
out of them.”

Meadowbrook coach Mel
Pesuit said the same about
Singleton.

The senior showed why
he was the likely favorite,
firing a one-over 72 — his
best OVAC championship
performance.,

He was below par before
bogeying the final two
holes,

“That hurt me, but I'm
happy,” Singleton said,
who'd recorded a 77, 82
and 83 in his previous three
OVAC tournaments.

“I've been working on
my chipping and putting a

lot,” Singleton said. “That
saved me a lot of strokes.”

Singleton recorded o 37
on the front nine, including
a bogey on his first hole. His
back nine, which totaled 35,
went better, until the final
twa holes,

“T hit my tee shots better,”
he said. “That was a key,”

Harrison Central’s Clint
Heavilin shot 83, earning
All-OVAC honors and lead-
ing the Huskies, He finished
with & 39 on the back nine,
one of only three competi-
tors to shoot under 40 on the
back nine (Singleton, 35;
East Liverpool's Alex Tam-
bellini, 39)

“He played very well,”
Huskies coach Todd Dunlap
said. “One hole tripped him
up and made his score high-

er than it should’'ve been. .

But, 83 is a good score.

“He made the all-OVAC
team, and that’s the first
time he's done that, so that's
good for him because he's
put a lot of time in.”

Nick Coffland added an
87 for Harrison Central,
while Cruz Capers and Sam
Santille both had 91s,

“This is probably one of
the better rounds we’ve
played down here the past
few years,” Dunlap said.
“We had a chance. We were
right there.”

Tombeilini finished with
an 80 and also qualified for
the all-OVAC squad.

Photo by Rick Thorp
Cambridge's lan Smith hits a tee shot during the
4A OVAC Championship.

Cambridge Is
4A Champions

By RICK THORP
' For The Intelligencer

WHEELING — Guemsey County made its presence
felt Tuesday at the OVAC Class 4A Golf Champi-
onship.

Cambridge took home the team crown, while Mead-
owbrook's Trey Singleton repeated as medalist under
mostly overcast skies at Oglebay Park’s challenging
Robent Trent Jones layout.

The Bobcats, the only team to have all six of its
entrants score in double digits, finished with 347, five
strokes better than Harrison Central,

Steubenville was third with a score of 379, followed
by the Colts (381), St. Clairsville (392), Edison {399),
Buckeye Local (401}, Martins Ferry (408), East Liver-
pool (411) and Qak Glen (502).

“This is the first one for me, 5o it means a lot,” Cam-
bridge coach Kevin Smith said of the title, the first for
the school since a three-pest from 1992-94, )

“Anytime you win an OVAC championship, it
means a lot. It really does.” <

It was truly a team effort from the Bobcats, with
three golfers bunched up in the 80s — Ian Smith, A,
Wilkin and Andrew Ray,

See CAMBRIDGE, Page 12




" Madonna Wins Ninth

By CODY TOMER
Staftf Writer
WHEELING — The Madonna
golf team is on a run for the ages.
The Blue Dons captured their
ninth consecutive OVAC champi-

onship on Tuesday at Crispin Golf

Course, led by senior Howie Peter-
son, who collected his third OVAC
individual title in a row,
Madonna scored 313 points to
pick up the victory and Peterson tied
a 1A OVAC record with a 65,
which is 6-under-par. He also
recorded nine birdies on the par-71
course,
© “Tt feels good,” Peterson said,
“This is a good tournament with
go?ld competition and it is run really
well.

~

_Straight OVAC Title

“The key was just hitting the ball
a8 close as I could and not getting
stupid with my puis. I tried to get

. them within a couple feet and make

easg pars. I just got some to fall.”
eterson was the only competitor
to turn in a score under-par in the
tournament, as the senior looks to be
geared up for a run deep into the
postseason.

“Playing with this team is great,”
Peterson said. “We struggled a little
bit early on but I think: we are start-
ing to come around and get in a
groove. We are looking forward to
regionals and states.”

Joining Peterson on the All-
OVAC team were Blue Dons’ sen-
iors Hunter Sistilli with a card of 79
and Tony Sellitti with a score of 81,

Tomer l

. Photo by
Madonna’s Howie Peterson putts on the 17th green of Tuesday’s 1A-2A OVAC golf championship.

Blue Dons’ Peterson claims medalist honors for 3rd time

“This has been awesome,”. !
Madonna coach T.J. Brancazio said.
“We have had a great group of kids
each year and they just keep passing
the baton to the next year. It Is t
to work with great kids, who keep
working to get better.

“Howie was amazing (Tuesday),
along with our other two seniors.
All of them have improved on their
game this year and this was our first
major goal of the year. Now, we
have to shoot for regionals and try
to make it to states again.”

Dom Mazur (90) and Chad
Durante (96) rounded out the scor-
int% for Madonna to top off the ninth
title in a row,

See MADONNA, Page 12
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“They arc like an
extended family,” Bran-
cazio said. “They are like
the boys I never had, They
are good kids and nine
years has been an awesome
run.”

Linsly earned runner-up
honors with a score of 333,
followed by Trinity (349),
Steubenville Central (357,
Toronto (359), Bridgeport
(374), Sounthern Local
(404), Shadyside (431}
and River (457).

The Cadets were led by
freshman Ryan Dem-
biczak’s 79 and senior
Cory Smith’s 80. Both
carned spots on the All-
OVAC team.

“I’m super excited,”
Linsly coach Mark Landi-
ni said. “f am really happy
for Cory. He has been

injurcd this year and hasan't

played for a couple of
weeks but he played (Mon-
day) for the first time,
before playing (Tuesday).
“Ryan Dembiczak has
done a great job for us, He
was the co-medalist the last

couple of times we played
at Jones.”

Rounding out the order
for the Cadets were Dylan
Dunlevy and A.J. Nairn,
who each shot an 88, along
with Aiden Grubler’s 98.

“I'm lucky to have a nice
group of freshmen who are
atl very competitive,” Lan-
dini said. “1 am recally
proud of our team. It has
been a really fun season
and we aren’t done yet.”

Trinity's Mark Spruill
was the tournament’s run-
ner-up with a mark of 77,
to carn All-OVAC honors,

Bridgeport was led by
Angic Sommer with an 82
and Steubenville Central
was paced by Zach Camp-
bell's 86. '

Toronto’s Cole DeGar-
mo and Hunter Keegan
also delivered scores of 86,
while River’s Ridge
Thompson accumulated an
£7, Shadyside's Nate Mil-
hoan accounted for a 105,
Clay-Battelle's Colton Barr
eenerated a 108 and Paden
City's Reece Blatt added a
142,



Park'

Nickell earns

medalist honors

BY CODY TOMER
Staff Writer-,

WHEELING — Jacob Nijckell has
been on the verge of winning an
individual QVAC title since his
freshran year but has come up just
short, That was until Thursday.

The Wheeling Park senior shot an
incredible score of 67, 4-under-par,
to earn medalist honors and lead the
Patriots to o 5A OVAC champi-
onship victory.

“It feels great to win it for the first
time,” Nickell said. “I have been
within three shots of winning every
year since I was a freshman but it
feels great to finally get it done.”

Dorothy Romanek carded an 82,
Noah Sievertson tallied an 85, Ryan
Payne delivered an 87 and Lydia
Simon added a 91 to help garner
Park’s first OVAC title in three
years.

“This is wonderful,” Wheeling
Park coach Don Headley said. “The
whole year we have been working
hard and getting better every match.
Lydia and Dorothy have been work-
ing hard on their game and it is reatly

Wheeling
Park’s Jacob
Nickell

4 delivers a
shot durin
the 5A OVAC
champlonship
on Thursday
at the Jones

. Course at

ins OVAC Title

starting to show, Ryan is playing
well and our freshman, Noah, is step-
ping in there and playing very well.

“Nickell is the glue that holds us
al} together. When he can shoot a 4-
under-par, the others have to pull
their numbers out, too.

“I am the happiest coach in the’
world right now. We have a good
team with good kids and I couldn’t
ask for a better group.”

Nickell collected six birdies on the
Par-71 Jones Course at Oglebay on
his way to victory due to outstanding
putting. :

See PARK, Page 10

Maroon Knights Claim 3-Peat

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING — Not ¢ven a new class could
slow down the Wheeling Central golf program.

After claiming back-to-back titles in Class 2A,
the Maroon Knights bumfacd ulf to Class 3A for
this school year and stmply picked up where they
left off.

Wheeling Central — on the strength of two all-
tournament pl{.\fyers — claimed the school’s 15th
conference golf title at overcast and chilly Crispin
Center inside Oglebay Park Thursday afternoon.
The Maroon Knights finished with an impressive
team score of 310, which was 14 shots better than
runner-up Barnesville.

*“This is a young group that’s worked reall
hard,” Wheeling Central coach Jim Mortakis said.
“The kids did a good job and played really well
(Thursday).” )
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Nickell earns

medalist honors

BY CODY TOMER
Staff Writer:

WHEELING — Jacab Nickell has
been on the verge of winning an
individual QVAC title since his
freshman year but has come up just
shost, That was until Thursday.

The Wheeling Park senior shot an
incredible score of 67, 4-under-par,
to earn medalist honors and lead the

"It feels great to win it for the first
time,” Nickell said. “T have been
within three shots of winning eve
year since I was a freshman but it
feels great to finally get it done.”

Dorothy Romanek carded an 82,
Neah Sievertson tallied an 85, Ryan
Payne delivered an 87 and Lydia
Simon added a 91 to help garner
Park’s first OVAC title in three

€ars.

“This is wonderful,” Wheeling
Park coach Don Headley said. “The
whole year we have been working
hard and getting better every match.

Fhoto by
Cody Tomer

ins OVAC Title

starting to show. Ryan is playing
well and our freshman, Noabh, is step-
ping in there and playing very well.

“Nickell is the glue that holds us
all topether. When he can shoot a 4-
under-par, the others have to pull
their numbers out, too.

“I am the happiest coach in the’
world right now. We have a good
team with good kids and I couldn’t
ask for a better group.”

Nickell collected six birdies on the
Par-71 Jones Course at Oglebay on
his way to victory due to outstanding
putting. :

Patriots to a 5A OVAC champi-

[ols Lydia and Dorothy have been work-
onship victory.

ing hard on their game and it is really See PARK, Page 10

Maroon Knights Claim 3-Peat

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelllgencer

WHEELING — Not even a new class could
slow down the Wheeling Central golf program.

After claiming back-to-back titles in Class 2A,
the Maroon Knights bumped up to Class 3A for
this school year and stmply picked up where they
left off.

Wheeling Central — on the strength of two all-
tournament players — claimed the school’s [5th
conference golf title at overcast and chilly Crispin
Center inside Oglebay Park Thursday afternoon.
The Marcon Knights finished with an impressive
team score of 310, which was 14 shots better than
runner-up Bammesville,

“This is a young group that’'s worked reall
hard,” Wheeling Central coach Jim Mortakis said,
“The kids did a good job and played really well
{Thursday).”

With nary a senior in the mix, Mortakis believes
even beiter rounds might lie ahead for his team.

. “We have three juniots, o freshman and a first-
eir Pllslyer. who has been improving all year
k?ng,’ ortakis said. “It’s just a good group of
ids.”

Fueling the Knights’ charge was an impressive,
one-over par round of 72 by tournament champion
Derrick Harrison. He shot an even 35 on the
inward nine. He signed a card that included four
bogeys and three birdies, including an impressive
birdie on the last to give him his 72. -

*Coming in, I had two goals ... not to choke
under the pressure and break 80,” Harrison said.

See KNIGHTS, Page 10

Photo by Saeth Staskey
Wheeling Central's Derrick Harrison watches his fair-
way shot during the OVAC Championship Thursday.
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“T felt like I made every
putt that 1 looked at,”
Nickell said. =T hit my
irons really well and kept
it in play, too.

“The greens here at
Jones, on the back nine
especiadly, are su lough. |
When you are above the
hole and putting down hill,
you know you are in trou-
ble. It is hard to stop it
near the hole and you have
to be more aggressive |
when you're below the
hole.” '

It wasn't as easy as he
made it took, however. On
the | 7th hole, Nickell's
tee shot went to the right
of the Iirway near several
trees, Dbut he stayed
focused, made a great
recovery shot and parred
the hole.

“T had o take a big cut,”
Nickell said. “You can’t
get down on yourself. You
have to focus on the next
shot because whatever you
have done is alrcady
behind you and you can't
keep dwelling on that.

“I' was able to make up
for it with a par, I made a
gowd put from above the
hole that was going to be
trouble if I dida’t make it.
That wis big to make.”

Brooke Ireshiman Ryan
Bilby was the runner-up as
be turned in a round of 70,
L-under-gar for the course,
to fead the Bruins,

“It Tfeels pretty good to
do this as a treshman,”
Bilby said.

"My driver was hitting
everything down the mid-
die and 1 was able to get
them on the greens from
there.”

Despite being just a
freshiian, Bilby has shown
composure all season and
he showed his talent on the
biggest stoge of the year.

“He kecps getting better
as the year gocs on,”
Brooke coach Roa Ujeich
Fr, suid.

“lic is fun to watch and
he doesn™t get flustered,
even when he does have a
bad hole. .

“He maintains it and
keeps cverything togeth-
er”

Rounding out the All-
OVAC team along with
Nickell and Bilby are
Watren’s Nick Ward (73),
Parkersburg South’s Luke
Commiskey (77) and Uni-
versity’s lacob Wood




it wasn'l as.easy as he |
made it look, however, On !
the [7th hole, Nickell’s |
tce shot went to the right |
of the fairway near several
trees, but he stayed
focused, made a great
recovery shot and parred
the hole. ]

“T had to tuke a big cut,” ;
Nickell said. “You can’t .
get down on yourself. You '
have to focus on the next
shot because whatever you
have done is already .
behind you and you can't |
keep dwelling on'that. :

“I was ablc to make up
for it with a par. ] made a |
good put from above the
hole that was going to be
trouble i T didin’t make it.
That was big to make.”

Brooke freshman Ryan
Bilby was the tunner-up as
he turned in o round of 70,
L-under-par for the course,
to {ead the Brains.

“It feely pretty good to
do this as a freshman,”
Bilby said.

“My driver was hitting
everything down the mid-
dle and I was able to get
them on the greens from
{licre.”

Despite being just a
freshiman, Bilby hias shown
composure all season and
he showed his talent on the
biggest stoge of the year,

"He keeps getting better
as the year goes on,”
Brooke couch Ron Ujcich
Ji. sakd,

“He is fun to watch and
he doesn’t get flustered,
even when e does have a
bad hole. .

“He maiatains it and
keeps everything togeth-
er”’

Rounding out the All-
OVAC team along with
Nickell and Bilby are
Warren's Nick Ward (75),
Parkersburg South's Luke
Conuniskey (77 and Uni-
versity's Jacob Wood
(79).

Purkersburg  South
carned ruaner-up honors
witl a 328 score, followed
by Warren (329), Univer-
sity (3407, Brooke (341),
Morgantown (364),
Beaver Local (368), John
Muarshall (376), “Weir
(384) and Indian Creek
(449).

Evan Cuomo turned in
an 88, Justin Shelton sup-
plied a 96 and Justin Pen-
nybacker added a 93 for
Brooke.

The Moenurchs were led
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*“This is my best tourna-
ment score ever. 1 played
conservative golf because I
didn't want to make too
many mistakes. I was able to
stay out of trouble and it led
to o good round.”

Harrison credited his driv-
er and fron play as the key
reasons he was able to post
such a low number.

“My putting should have
been better, but | am not
going to complain,” Harri-
son said. “T was in position
to score well.”

While Harrison was excit-
ed for his first individual
OVAC championship, the
third consecutive team title
was even more satisfying.

*“To move up a class and
stil} win is great,” Harrison
said. “This (performance)
really builds up a lot of con-
fidence and momentum
moving forward toward the
sectional. I just have to keep
it in the back of my head
that I did well here, so 1
need to keep that going.”

Central’s J.C. Maxwell
was the tournament ruiu-

nerup. He rebounded [ton
39 on the front to post a 36
on the back en rouie toa 73
and a spot on the all-tourna-
ment team. -

Junior Zach Mazur (80}
and Chayse Stahanczyk (83)
rounded out the scoring for
the Knights.

“There probably aren’t
very many teams, in any
class, that are able to post
those kinds of numbers,”
Mortakis said. “(The
OVAC) is really our first
concrete goal of the season.

Having two guys make

the all-tournament team cer-
Lainly helps out.”

Barnesville, which fin-
ished an undeleated season
in the Ohio Valley Goll
League carlier this week,
had two players qualify for
all-tournament, Leading the
way for the Shamrocks were
Payne Johnson and Tyler
Wilglison. Both finished with
a78.

Magnolia, which was the
defending champion, was
fed by Trey Blain’s round of
74. He finished third over-
all.



- ATHLETIC CONFERENCE GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS

Harrison Central
runnerup in 4A

- Cambridge uses balance for team title

By RICK THORP
Times Leader Sports Writer

WHEELING — Guernsey County made its presence
felt Tuesday at the OVAC Class 4A Golf Championship.

Cambridge took home the team crown, while Meadow-
brook’s Trey Singleton repeated as medalist under mostly
overcast skies at Oglebay Park's challenging Robert Trent
Jones layout.

The Bobcats, the only team to have all six of its entrants
score in double digits, finished with 347, five Strokes bet--
ter than Harrison Central.

Steubenville was third with a score of 379, followed by
Colts (381), St 7
Clairsville (392), :
Edison (399), Buck-
eye Local (401),
Martins Ferry (408),
East Liverpool (411)
and Ouk Glen (502).

**This is the first
one for me, so it
means a
lot,”"Cambridge
head coach Kevin
Smith said of the
title, the first for
the school since a |
three-peat from
1992-54.

‘‘Anytime you
win an OVAC
championship, it|
means a lof. It real-

s T-L Photo/RICK THORP
ly does.” - MARTINS FERRY’S Luke Kraol

teallfl gwff?,it g;lri,ymg positions his ball during Tues-

Bobeats, with three day’s action.

golfers bunched up -

in the 80s — Ian Smith, A.J. Wilkin and Andrew Ray.
Smith and Wilkin, who paced the team with scores of

1 82 and 83, respectively, earned all-OVAC honors, while

P Ray carded an 88. Christopher Dilts rounded out the scor-

T-L Photo/RICK THOR

HARRISON CENTRAL'S Clint Heavilin watches ing with a 94.
his shot from the bunker during Tuesday's action. Ses, 4A, Page B2
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*“This is a very, very tough golf course and a very good
course to (play this tournament on),”” Smith continued. .
*‘It’s tough, but always in great condition.”’ 1

Smith beamed when talking about his team’s parity,
which he knew would come in handy. :

‘‘Everyone played very well,’” he said. *“There were i
bad things, but they overcame them. I'm proud of them. .
They didn’t let things snowball. }

*'I couldn’t ask for more out of them.’’ |
Meadowbrook head coach Mel Pesuit said the same ‘

|

about Singleton. .

The senior showed why he was the likely favorite, fir-
ing a 1-over 72 — his best OVAC championship per-
formance, f

He was below par before bogeying the final two holes. ’

*“That hurt me, but I'm happy,” said Singleton, who'd
recorded a 77, 82 and 83 in his previous three OVAC |
tournaments. . !

““I’ve been working on my chipping and putting a lot,” |
Singleton said. **That saved me a lot of strokes,” f

Singleton recorded a 37 on the front 9, including a .
bogey on his first hole. His back 9, which totaled 35, went f
better, until the final two holes. j

“I hit my tee shots better,”” he said. ‘“That was a key."”

Harrison Central’s Clint Heavilin shot 83, earning all-
OVAC honors and leading the Huskies. He finished with a
39 on the back 9, one of only three competitors to shoot
under 40 on the back 9 (Singleton, 35; East Liverpool's |
Alex Tambellini, 39)

*‘He played very well,”” Huskies head coach Todd Dun- -
lap said. *‘One hole tripped him up and made his score
higher than it should’ve been. But, 83 is a good score,

‘‘He made the all-OVAC team, and that's the first time ‘
he’s done that, so that's good for him because he's put a
lot of time in.”” ‘

Nick Coffland added an 87 for Harrison Central, while
Cruz Cepers and Sam Santille both had 91s, ! |

*“This is probably one of the better rounds we've J

|

played down here the past few years,” Dunlap said. *“We

had a chance. We were right there,”” |
Tambellini finished with an 80 and also qualified for -

the all-OVAC squad. .

'
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RIVER’S RIDGE Thompson watches his chip shot
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RIVER'S RIDGE Thompson watches his chip shot

during Tuesday's action.
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“Howie was amazing
(Tucsday), along with our
other two seniors. All of
them have improved on
their game this year and this
was our {irst major goal of
the year. Now, we have to
shoot for regionals and try
to make it to states again.”

Dom Mazur {(90) and
Chad Durante (96} rounded
out the scoring for Madan-
na to top off the ninth title
inarow.

“They are like an extend-
ed family,” Brancazio said.
“They are like the boys I
never had. They are good
kids and nine years has
been an awesome run.”

Linsly carned runner-up
honors with a score of 333,
followed by Morgantown
Trinity (349), Steubenville
Central (357), Toronto
(359), Bridgeport (374),
Southern Local (404),
Shadyside (431) and River
457).

The Cadets were led by
freshman Ryan Dem-
biczak’s 79 and senior
Cory Smith’s 80. Both
carned spots on the All-
OVAC team.

“I'm super excited,”
Linsly coach Mark Landini
said. "1 am really happy for
Cory. He has been injured
this year and hasn’t played

for a couple of weeks but
he played (Monday) for the
first time, before playing
(Tuesday).

“Ryan Dembiczak has
done a great job for us. He
was the co-medalist the last
couple of times we played
at Jones.”

Rounding out the order
{or the Cadets were Dylan
Dunlevy and A.J. Nairn,
who each shot an 88, along
with Aiden Grubler’s 98.

“I'm lucky to have a nice
group of freshmen who are
all very competitive,” Lan-
dini said. “T am really proud

of our team. It has been a

really fun season and we
aren’t done yet,”

Trinity’s Mark Spruill
was the tournament’s run-
ner-up with a mark of 77,
to earn All-OVAC honors.

Bridgeport was led by
Angie Sommer with an 82
and Steubenville Central
was paced by Zach Camp-
bell’s 86. Toronto's Cole
DeGarmo and Hunter Kee-
gan also delivered scores of
86, while River’s Ridge
Thompsen accumulated an
87, Shadyside's Nate Mil-
hoan accounted for a 105,
Clay-Battelle's Colton Barr
generated a 108 and Paden
City’s Reece Blatt added a
142,

I LLEY

Madonna continues
remarkable 1A run

- Dons’ Peterson captures third medalist

By CODY TOMER
For The Times Leader

WHEELING — The Madonna goif team is on a run for
the ages.

Thge Blue Dons captured their ninth consecutive OVAC
championship on Tuesday at Cri'ei,i)in Golf Course, led by
senior Howie Peterson, who collected his third OVAC

e individual title in a row.

1 Madonna scored 313

points to pick up the victo-
ry and Peterson tied n. 1A
B OVAC record with a 65,
which is six-under-par. He
B nlso recorded nine birdies
g on the par-71 course.
§  “It feels good,” Peterson
M said. “This is a good tour-
B naoment with good compe-

8 tition and it is run really
well.

“The key was just hit-
B ting the ball as close as [
EEM could and not getting stu-

B nid with my puts. I tried to
§1 pet them within a couple
d feet and make easy pars. I
: @Eamll just got some to fall.”
Photo/CODY TOMER  Peterson was the only
BRIDGEPORT'S DYLAN competitor to turn in a
Gregorcic watches his putt score under-par in the tour-
during Tuesday's action. ~ nament, as the senior looks
to be geared up for a run

deep into the postseason. o

“Playing with this team is great,” Peterson said. “We
struggled a little bit early on but I think we are starting to
come around and get in o groove. We are looking forward
to regionals and states.”

Joining Peterson on the All-OVAC team were Blue
Dons’ seniors Hunter Sistilli with a card of 79 and Tony
Sellifti with a score of 81. '

*This has been awesome,” Madonna coach T.J. Brancazio
said. “We have had a great group of kids each year and they
just keep passing the baton to the next year. It is great to
work with great kids, who keep working to get better.

See, 1A, Page B2
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