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~insly, Park Claim 
OV AC Team Titles 
W.Va. 
schools claim 
20 of22 
OVACevents 

By RICK THORP 
For the News-Register 
STEUBENVILLE - It 

was a banner day for the 
Mountain State at Satur­
day's OV AC Bill Brubak­
er Swimming Champi­
onships. 

West Virginia schools 
won all four team titles 
and captured 20 of 22 
individual events inside 
the Steubenville High 
School Natatorium. U 
nuuxs the sixth time West 
Virginia schools have 
swept all four team titles 
since the OV AC went to 
the Big School/Small 
School championship for­
mat in 2002. 

Linsly claimed both 
Small-School crowns, giv­
ing the boys their record 

5 8th conference banner 
and the girls their I 0th, 
tyin~ Steubenville for the 
all-time mark. 

Wheeling Park's girls 
won their eighth crown 
and third Big School 
championship, while Park­
ersburg South earned the 
Big School boys' title for 
the fourth straiiµit year. 

Brubaker, Linsly's vet­
eran coach, had an oppor­
tunity to relish yet more 
titles for a moment after 

directing another success­
ful event 

"No, it never gets ~Id," 
he said. "Because the kids 
never get old and the kids 
keep changing and we 
keep getting new pieces 
each year to make it still 
work. 

"We had a Jot of kids 
who didn't swim before 
and put in a Jot of hard 
work and have seen what 
will come out of that'' 

Wheeling Park's girls, 

"I Ir.I .:~ 
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Photo by Rick Thorp 
TOP: The Llnsly boys' swim team, here posing with the Small School champl­
onshlp trophy, won Its OVAC record 58th conference champlonshlp at Satnr­
day's meet, named for Its head coach - Bill Brubaker. The Cadets won four 
events. LEFT: Members of the Wheeling Park girls' swim team pose with Big 
School champlonshlp trophy following Satnrday's OV AC BUI Brubaker Swim­
ming Champlonshlps at Stenhenvllle ffigh School. The Patriots complied the 
most points of any team - 357 - and won their eighth conference title. 

who won the overall title 
with 375 points, had two 
individual and one relay 
victory. 

"Our r,r!s are just out­
standing, ' Park coach Pat 
Durkin said after taking a 
dip in the pool courtesy of 

his swimmers. "We have 
great senior leadership. 
These girls have done a 
great job all year and the 
young freshmen that've 
come in. they're awesome. 
I have outstanding sopho­
mores and juniors ... we 

have a team. 
"Of all the years I've 

been coaching, this proba­
bly the most fun team I've 
been around." 

See, OVAC, 
PageB2 
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Victoria White won the 
200 IM in 2:20.57 and 
freshman Sarah Heilman 
claimed the 100 butterfly 
in 1:01.4 7. Later, the 400 
freestyle relay quad of 
Emily Heilman, Katherine 
Stamper, White and Sarah 
Heilman won with a pool 
and meet record time of 
3:51.74. 

"Every kid that hit the 
water really swam well," 
Durkin continued, "They 
really looked great. 

"Looking at the num­
bers coming in. we were 
so deep. Looking at the 
relays and at the 200 yard 
medley and both our A 
and B teams were seeded 
in the last heat. When you 
put a B team in the Top 8, 
you' re doing pretty good 

VAt~~ 
~~~ 

as a team, I think." 
Durkin is excited about 

his team's prospects for 
the postseason, which 
begins at the Brooke 
regional next Saturday. 

"We've had a great sea­
son," he said. "We didn't 
lose a dual meet all year. 
The only setback we had 
was at the Morgantown 
Invitational where Park­
ersburg beat us and we 
were second. We get to 
see them again next week 
up (at Brooke).'' 

Martins Ferry, which 
supplanted the Cadets as 
girls' champs a year ago, 
finished second this sea­
son, 5 7 points behind the 
winners. 

Of the two Ohio win­
ners, the Purple Riders had 

Winter 

one of them - Alyssa 
Kalinski, who claimed the 
500 freestyle by nearly 
five seconds on Morgan­
town's Abigail Riggs in 
5:25.87. • 

St. Clairsville was third 
in the Small School girls 
division with 235 points. 

"We had some nice 
s·wims,'' Martins Ferry 
coach Nick Levi said. 
"We set two school 
records. Overall, we had 
some kids swim some 
good good times.'' 

While finishing third in 
the 100 breaststroke, 
Kalinski, a junior, set a 
school mark with a 
I: 11.15 clocking. Also, 
the Purple Riders' 400 
Freestyle Relay foursome, 
which was third in, also 

~ Championships 

established a school stan­
dard with a time of 
3:53.59. That group 
included Jamie Fogle, 
Rylee Reis, Macy Shriver 
and Kalinski. 

"We got some experi­
ence at this meet and this 
meet kind of mimics the 
sectional and that's what 
we're gearing towards,'' 
Levi said. 

The day got off to a 
strong start for Linsly 
when it's 200 medley 
relay team of Carleigh 
West, Sydney West, Sian 
Longley and Eve Scarpone 
set an open, meet and pool 
record by winning in 
l:53.99. 

Sydney West also cap­
tured the IOO backstroke 
(I :01.6) and 100 breast­
stroke {I :09.99). 

"Last year it was a 
close meet and this ·year it 
was just as close,'' 
Brubaker said. ''We tried 
to do a couple of things 
differently and we swam 
some girls in more relays 

than individual events and 
it worked out well for us." 

Morgantown' s Courtney 
Deem continued her domi­
nance of the 200 freestyle 
(1:55.62) and 50 freestyle 
(24.75), winning the latter 
in pool- and meet-record 
time. She also was part of 
the pool- and meet-record­
win ni ng 200 freestyle 
relay team with Emily 
Lederman, Lexi Rowe and 
Riggs. 

Ohio's other individual 
win came courtesy of St. 
Clairsville' s Michael 
DiBetta. The sophomore 
won the 200 freestyle in 
I :53.73 to help lead the 
Red Devils to a second­
place showing in the Small 
School boys standings 
with 177 points. 

Linsly had 285 behind 
four victories. 

Eric Pietz had two of 
those, claiming the 100 
butterfly in pool- and 
meef-record time of 
52.80, and the 100 back­
stroke in 53.68. Team-

mate Reese Boyd won the 
200 IM in 2:09.65, and 
the 200 freestyle relay 
team of Raoul Lockhart, 
Michael Schwarz, Boyd 
andPietzwonin 1:35.19. 

"It was a good day," 
Brubaker said. "What 
helps is the people who fill 
in behind who get 10th 
place, 12th place. Those 
points are just as impor­
tant as all the rest of 
them." 

South, which finished 
with 356 points to Mor­
gantown's 315, won four 
events - 200 medley 
relay (Garrett Fink, Devan 
Wilson, Kinzie Bailey, 
Dom Collins) 1:45.47; 
Fink (50 freestyle), 22.08 
(meet record); Fink (I 00 
freestyle) 49.15; and 400 
freestyle relay (Bailey, 
Brandon Lawson, Wilson, 
Fink) 3:27.67. 

Jonathan Lederman 
(500 freestyle, 5:Q0,.79) 
and Pantelis Korakakis 
(100 breaststroke, 1:05.5) 
won for Morgantown. 
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Bill Brubaker OVAC Swimming Championships 
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MARTINS 
FERRY'S 
Alyssa Kalinski 
competes In the 
100-meter 
breatstroke 
Saturday 
afternoon at 
Steubenville High 
School. She was 
third In this event, 
but won the 500-
meter freestyle. 

T•L Photos/RICK THORP 

W.Va schools rule the water 
By RICK THORP 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

STEUBENVILLE - It was a banner 
day for the Mountain State at Saturday's 
OV AC Bill Brubaker Swimming Cbam­
pionshlps. 

West Virginia schools won all four 
team titles and captured 20 of 22 individ­
ual events inside the Steubenville High 
School Natatorium. It marks the sixth 
time West Virginia schools have swept all 
four team titles since the OV AC went to 
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W. Va schools rule the water 
By RICK THORP 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

STEUBENVILLE - It was a banner 
day for- the Mountain State at Saturday's 
OV AC Bill Brubaker Swimming Cham­
pionships. 

West Virginia schools won all four 
team titles and captured 20 of 22 individ­
ual events Inside the Steubenville High 
School Natatorlum. It marks the sixth 
time West Virginia schools have swept all 
four team titles since the OV AC went to 
the Big School/Small School champi­
onship-format in 2002. 

Linsly claimed both Small School 
::rowns, giving the boys their record 58th 
:onference banner and the girls their 
10th, tying Steubenville for the all-time 
nark. 

Wheeling Park's girls won their eighth 
:rown and third ,Big School champi­
mship, while Parkersburg South earned 
he Big School boys title for the fourth 
,tmight year. 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Michael DiBetta swims the 200-meter freestyle Saturday 
afternoon at Steubenville High School. He finished first. 

Brubaker, Linsly' s veteran coach, had 
Ill opportunity to relish yet more titles for 
t moment after directing another success­
ill event 

Of the two Ohio winners, the Purple 
Riders had one of them - Alyssa Kalins­
ki, who won the 500 freestyle by nearly 
five seconds over Morgantown's Abigail 
Riggs in 5:25.87. 

Reis, Macy Shriver and Kalinski. 
"We got some experience at this meet 

and this meet kind of mimics the section­
al and that's what we're gearing 
towards,'' Levi said. 

"No, it never gets old," he said. 
'Because the kids never get old and the 
jds keep changing and we keep getting 
,ew pieces each year to make it still 
vork. 

St. Clairsville was third in the Small 
School girls division with 235 points. 

The day got off to a strong start for 
Linsly when it's 200 medley relay team 
of Carleigh West, Sydney West, Sian 
Longley and Eve Scarpone set an open, 
meet and pool record by winning in 
1:53.99. 

"We had some nice swims," Martins 
Ferry head coach Nick Levi said. "We 
set two school records. Overall, we had 
some kids swim some good good times.'' 

"We had a lot of kids who didn't swim 
,efore and put in a lot of hard work and 
,ave seen what will come out of that" 

Martins Ferry, who supplanted the 
'.adets as girls champs a year ago, fin­
shed second this season, 57 points 
ehind the winners. 

While finiBhing third in the 100 breast­
stroke, Kalinski, a junior, set a school 
mark with a 1: 11. I 5 clocking. Also, the 
Purple Riders' 400 Freestyle Relay four­
some, which was third in also established 
a school standard with a time of 3:53.59. 
That group included Jamie Fogle, Rylee 

Sydney West also captured the 100 
backstroke (1:01.6) and 100 breaststroke 
(1:09.99). 

Wheeling Park's girls, who won the 
overall title with 375 points, had two 
individual and one relay victory. 

See, W.VA., Page C2 
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Victoria White won the 2t:0 IM i:• 
?.:10.57 and freshman S:.irah llciln1;;r. 
c:laime<i the I 00 buttcrfiy in I :tl I.'\ I. 
• .;:,er. the 400 freestyle relay quad Df 
:'.mily Heilman. Katherine Stamrcr. Wll•te 
,'ind Sar,1h I lcihnan won with :i ~oal <1nt1 
·w~cl record lime of 3:51.74. 

ivlorg~mlown's Com1ney Deem rnntir.i.\d 
tier dominance of the 200 fr~csty:c 
( 1 :55.62) ;md 50 freestyle (24.75),_winn~'.2~. 
thL.'. lallcr in pool- and mccl-n:.'c(,nl tum~, ,\11c 
alsn was part of the pool- nnd me~l• r:u~rd 
winnini.! ?.00 freestvlc relay team wi:h Em;ly 
Lc<.icnllan, Lexi R0wc and Riggs. 

Ohio's olhcr individual win came cnn­
tcsy or St. Clairsville's Michael D1llct!a. 
The sophomore won the 200 trccstylc 111 
\ :53.73 tn hclo lea<! the Red Devils to a 

s•:-cc) •Li )J'.acc ~;bowing in the Sm;_ill School 
boys :->Unt1i1:~"' ,vitll 177 puiills. . 

/ ,i:·_,-,j,,1 1_1;1!.l ·n;s hc\1irnl four victories. 
~rlc f.i,:t1, li;\c.! two o( those, duiming the 

! :HJ butti:!·fly in jJool- n!ld mcct-n.:co~d 
'>'·C :·;f :,"l.'.·'.~l, ;1m! U:i: 100 har·"strokc Ill 
·i~L{;i•'.. ·~cinl!i1<1lc Itccsc Boyd wnn the 
?c,i: :fvl :.:~ 'J:WJ.(;5, i.lnd Hie 200 freestyle 
;.c~~iy 11.:,1:11 of Raoul Lockh<!rl, ~1ichacl 
SclW/<T:,i:_ ;--icyd ,:r:d Pictt, wo111n 1 :JS.1.9-

,,..;<ll'd:, •.vhid: finished wHl1 J.56 points 
l(i !V!,l•·g,n:tm1•,<l':; J 15, vmn four events -
}CO 1:,C:·dlcv relay (G;,rrctt Fi11k, Devan 
-,,vi!~.on, [dn,jr; B,lilcy, Dom Collins) 
i :•i:i.-:7;, ink (50 freestyle), 22.08 (111ect 
,woru): r::nk (100 freestyle) 49.15; Dnd 
400 frccstvk relay (Bailey, Brandon Law-
son, WiJs,in, Fink) 3:27.67. ' 
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Area swimmers 
ready to go 
after OVAC title 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

STEUBENVILLE -
The last week in January 
means only one thing in the 
Ohio Valley prep swim­
ming world. 

The annual Bill Brubaker 
OV AC Swimming Champi­
onship is just days away. 

Prepswinunern - repre­
senting 21 schools - will 
converge on the 
Steubenville High School's 
Natatorium Saturday for the 
annual meet to crown the 
conference champions. 
Swimming action gets 
under way at 11 am. 

The top 32 in each event 
qualify. The qualifying 
marks were able to posted 
during any meet of the sea­
son, leading up to this past 
Thursday when the entries 
were due. 

medals in both of her indi­
vidual events (at the 
OV AC). Her bard work is 
paying dividends." 

Sophomores Jamie Fogle 
and Rylee Reis have 
enjoyed impressive cam­
paigns thus far. Both were 
victorious, individually, at 
the Marietta Invitational. 
Reis won a pair of gold 
medal. 

"Both Jamie and Rylee 
have done a terrific job this 
season," Levi said. "Jamie's 
continued bard work during 
the offseason is reflected in 
her times, and Rylee swam 
life-time bests in some of 
her events. I am excited to 
see bow they perform this 
weekend and into the post­
season." 

Senior Tara Fogle is 
another individual to keep 
an eye on. She's a multiple­
time OV AC scorer. 

"Tara bas really come on 
the past couple of weeks," 
Levi said. "I expect her to 
battle for a high place in her 
events." 
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Phota/PAULKRAJNYAK 
PICTURED IS the 2015-l6 Barnesville Shamrocks Swimming Team. Front row, from left, are Trista New­
som, Samantha Burkhart, Abbey McMIiian, Alexis Starr, Mallory Christman, Karieigh Clouse and Chevy 
Pavel!. Second row, from left, are Alexis Marovich, Brittany Butler and Kasi Castello. Third row, from left, are 
Kelsey Perdue, Joanna Gallagher, Samantha Drake, Krissanna Hanes and Ashtin Austin. Back row, from 
left, are Kall Milhoan, Alee Wise, Manny Vasquez, Sarah McMillan, Abby Froehlich and Danielle Stewart. 

-- ...;,-~::::::=r- ritli& ,..,,. wa, •• i-t.*' n ; :,~, ?: 

He also believes Kylie 
Huber, Macy Shriver, 

~ VA'l>- Mackenzie Fuls! and 
~A Megan Ritts could 

crack the scoring c:: •• Photo Provided 

Once again this season, 
there will be two boys and 
two girls champions 
crowned. There will be a 
division for Class !A-4A 
and 5A will have its own 
class. Those are deter­
mined based on the 
number of schools, 
competing in each 
division. 

co~;:;g with the PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Bellaire Big Reds Swimming Team. From left are Devy11n Edwards, Olivia Tra­Here's a look at 
area schools: 

BARNESVILLE 
- The Shamrocks will 

make the trip to 
!ii~tPnhPnvillP with u i;:nlirf 

key individuals, Levi novlch, Nicole Johnston, Savannah Allen and Catlin Rake. 
thinks his relay teams 

also have a chance to score 
well this weekend. 

UT-·-·----- -~-:<- . ..:I .1-.. .. --o. Q -
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- The Shamrocks_ will also have a chance to score ~ 
make the tn p to well this weekend. · cs'l, . ~ 
Steubenville with a solid "I am very excited about 'j ,.;,I< ·. 
contingent ?f competitors our girls' relays," Levi said. ).,,.· ~'"""'· · · tJ. 
who Bobbi Jo Johnson "We are currently s_w1m- 9 . -4; :' 
believe could make a push ming faster than we did ~ast ""' ,a ~ •. •• .-·. ·-· ': MARTINS . ., t. 
to make the cut season at the same pomt , '-"'. • :;;, 

"We hope to have several The Purple Rider boys '¾i( . .:::., . 
swimmers qualif_y in_!l1e t,op will be led into the confer- ''<'' · 7f!f' ~ 
32," Johnson said. We re ence cbamp10nsh1p by • 
focusing more on the relays Brandon Bliss and Shane ,lf 
this year." Bolinger. Both have bad ~ .•• 

Johnson singled_ out sen- strong seasons leading up to 
iors Abbey McM1llen (50 this point 
and 100 free), AleJUs Starr Bliss shines in the breast­
(200 free, 100 breast) and stroke and, according to 
Samantha Burkh~rt ( 100 Levi, hopes to make a push 
backstroke); jun10r Kasi toward the school record. 
Castello (50 and 200 free); Levi also thinks Thomas 
sophomore Samantha Singbaus and Ethan Beale 
Drake ( 100 free) and fresh- could challenge to reach the 
man Abby Froehlich (but- scoring column. 
terfly) and Kali Milhoan ST. CLAIRSVILLE 
(200 Il\1). The Red Devils enter the 

MARTINS FERRY - conference championship 
The Purple Riders are back meet with their eyes set on 
for more. After winning the another strong finish. 
small-school title last sea- Already champions of the 
son, Coach Nick Levi's Buckeye 8, the Red Devils 
team bas its eyes set on sue- hope to position themselves 
cessfully defending their to make a run toward their 
crown this weekend. first conference pennant in :~, 

llk 
v~~ -~ ~,~- . 

J 

.... .,,> 
"The team bas worked swinlming. 

extremely hard this season "I expect a strong show­
and their entry times for the ing from both the boys and 
OVAC meet reflect that," girls teams," St. C. head 
Levi said. "We have several coach Ernie Banks said. 
girls and boys who are "The boys team has swam 
seeded in the top 16 in both well all season, and I don't 
of their individual events." expect anything different at 

Photo Courtesy/EVERT BRIGGS 
PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Martins Ferry Purple Riders Swimming Team. Front row, from left, are Kiri 
Willlams, Tara Fogle and Macy Shriver. Second row, from left, are Mackenzie Fuls!, Megan Ritts, Kylie 
Huber and Rylee Reis. Third row, from left, are Ethan Beale, Alyssa Kalinski, Jamie Fogle and Shane 
Bolinger. Back row, from left, are Thomas Singhaus, Chris Brown, Nick Levi, Brandon Bliss and Jackson 
Lybarger. 

The Purple Riders other the OV AC. They've shown 
OVAC girls' championship me all year they can com­
came during the 2010 sea- pete with anyone." 
son. Leading the Red Devils' 

The pieces are_ certainly charge will be talented 
in place for the Riders, who sophomore Michael DiBet­
won the Marietta Invitation- ta. He's the defending run­
al last Monday. They also nerup in both the 200 and 
claimed the Buckeye 8 title 500 freestyles. 
just over a week ago at "I expect Michael to 
Wheeling Jesuit . build on bis performances 

"As a team we're looking from last year," Banks said. 
to swim up from our seed First-year swimmer Jake 
times and continue to Stewart bas made up for 
improve," Levi said. "This lost time quickly. He's been 
is a good meet to help us a standout in the 50 and 
gauge where we are and 1 oo freestyles all winter 
will help determine our 1mr1 Rnnks ex:nects him to 
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(200 free, 100 breast) and stroke and, according to 
Samantha Burkhart ( I 00 Levi hopes to make a push 

backstroke); junior Kasi tow~ the school record. 
Castello (50 and 200 free); Levi also thinks Thomas 

sophomore Samantha Singhaus and Ethan Beale 
Drake (100 free) and fresh- could challenge to reach the 
man Abby Froehlich (but- scoring column. 
terfly) and Kali Milhoan ST. CLAIRSVILLE -

(200 IM). Toe Red Devils enter the 
MARTINS FERRY - conference championship 

The Purple Riders are back meet with their eyes set on 

for more. After winning the another strong finish. 
small-school title last sea- Already champions of the 

son, Coach Nick Levi's Buckeye 8, the Red Devils 

team has its eyes set on sue- hope to position themselves 
cessfully defending their to make a run toward their 

crown this weekend. first conference pennant in 
"The team has worked swimming. 

extremely hard this season "I expect a strong show­

and their entry times for the ing from both the boys and 
OV AC meet reflect that," girls teams," St. C. head 

Levi said. "We have several coach Ernie Banks said. 
girls and boys who are "The boys team has swam 

seeded in the top 16 in both well all season, and I don't 
of their individual events." expect anything different at 

The Purple Riders other the OV AC. They've shown 

OVAC girls' championship me all year they can com­
came during the 2010 sea- pete with anyone." 

son. Leading the Red Devils' 
The pieces are certainly charge will be talented 

in place for the Riders, who sophomore Michael DiBet­
won the Marietta Invitation- ta. He's the defending run­

al last Monday. They also nerup in both the 200 and 
claimed the Buckeye 8 title 500 freestyles. 
just over a week ago at "I expect Michael to 

Wheeling Jesuit. . build on his performances 
"As a team we 're looking from last year," Banl<s said. 

to swim up from our seed First-year swinarner Jake 

times and continue to Stewart has made up for 

improve," Levi said. "This Jost time quickly. He's been 
is a good meet to help us a standout in the 50 and 

gauge where we are and 100 freestyles all winter 

will help determine our and Banks expects him to 
post-season lineup." contend well this week. 

The Riders' charge will Senior Chris Blackwell is 

be led by junior Alyssa one to keep an eye on in the 
Kalinski. She's the defend- J 00 free and 100 back­
ing 500 freestyle champi- stroke. 
on. She finished second in Kyle Graham has been a 

the I 00 breast a season ago solid contributor to the 400 
and swam on two placing free relay. Sophomores 
relays. She's already bro- Zachary Banks (500 free) 

ken a pair of school records and Mitchel Hoover ( 100 

this season. fly) are also amongst those 
"Alyssa is having another that Banl<s thinks can score 

stellar season," Levi said .. well . 
"She will be in the hunt for See, SWIM, Page C4 
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Photo Courtesy/EVERT BRIGGS 

PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Martins Ferry Purple Riders Swimming Team. Front row, from left, are Kiri 

Williams, Tara Fogle and Macy Shriver. Second row, from left, are Mackenzie Fuls!, Magan Ritts, Kylie 

Huber and Rylee Reis. Third row, from left, are Ethan Beale, Alyssa Kalinski, Jamie Fogle and Shana 

Bolinger. Back row, from left, are Thomas Singhaus, Chris Brown, Nick Levi, Brandon Bliss and Jackson 

Lybarger. 

Photo/NEAL WARREN 

PICTURED IS the 2015-16 SL Clairsville Red Devils Swimming Team. Front row, from left, are head coach 

Ernie Banks, Christopher Blackwell, Marissa Cupp, Delainey Banks, Zina Bohach, Katelynne Davenport, 

Hanna Vera, assistant coach Melanie Eaton and assistant coach Kate Banks. Second row, from left, are 

Adam Baicar, Kyla Graham, Alexis Causey and Jake Stewart. Third row, from left, are Emily Thomas, Julia 

Skrabak, Natalie Planey and Caroline Smith. Fourth row, from left, are Justin Hoover and Hannah Swisk. 

Fifth row, from left, are Michael DiBetta, Mitchel Hoover and Eric Baicar. Top row, from left, are Jab Stewart, 

Zachary Banks and Keegan Sproul. 


