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BISHOP DONAHUE v | MADONNA

BISHOPS - BLUE DONS
1 Tiara Bertrand FR 2 Couriney Kaczmarek SR
2 Mackenzie Gillis SO 3 Rachel Boniti FR
3 Abbey Mele SR 6 Sarah Travglino SR
5 Jamie Emery 80 7 Gianna Mascio 10
6 Josie Bonar JR - 8 Mikayla Sole FR
7 Sarah Heller FR 9 Abriana Fuscardo S0
12 Jennifer Little : JR 13 Becca Holt SR
13 Elena Polinski SO 14 Maria Rotni SR
14 Hailey Dobrzynski FR 15 Gia Riccadonna FR
20 Maddie Menendez FR 17 Megan Boniti - SR
21 Jewel Purpura JR 22 Sophia Recrosio FR
24 Sommer South SR 33 Taylor Thompson - SR
37 Hope Ruza JR
_ASST. COACH: ANTHONY COLANGELO,

HEAD COACH: CURT MELE - JANNA LAMANTIA, RICK BERNABEI,
ASST. COACH: JOJO MENENDEZ REBECCA STEWART

RON SOUTH - w
WHEELING CENTRAL - RIVER

MAROON KNIGHTS , PILOTS

1 Jordyn Smith SR 1 Riley Lollathin FR
2 Allie Cook SR 2 Kaley Vankirk FR
3 Bailey Nixon FR 3 Candace Caldwelt FR
4 Julia Padden S0 6 Madie Taylor SR
5 Hannah Mozingo JR 7 Live Rose FR
6 Emilee Ondrik S0 10 Brissa Marshall JR
7 Marissa Garliz - SO 13 Bailey Caldwell JR
8 Kaitlyn Angalich FR 14 Rosey Romick SR
.9 Riley Beninington S0 15 |zi Swords FR
10 Kaitlyn Femns FR 16 Kylie Cross FR
12 Abigail Davidson 30 17 Faith Ingram FR
13 Sara Palmer FR 20 Lexi Piatt _ JR
14 Bally Rehm SR 24 Morgan Mahoney FR
15 Alexis Saunders SO ' 26 Emelie Heater JR
16 Kayla Gilligan FR

17 Shayna Caldwell SO HEAD COACH: DAVID WRIGHT
21 QOlivia Carpenter 0] ASST. COACH: TIM TISHER, CASEY
23 Jal'Ehir Jackson SR TISHER, JOHN RUFENER

25 Maria Murphy SO .

HEAD COACH: RICK MAGRUDER
ASST. COACH: AMBROSE BOBER,
ED CIHY, JOHN KABALA '



VAR

VAVAVAY|

STEUBENVILLE | BUCKEYE TRAIL

VS
CATHOLIC CENTRAL | WARRIORS
CRUSADERS 0 Alexxys Roe éO_
1 Maddy Metcalf SR ! Megan Wame SR
2 Karmen DiBiase FR 2 Ally Rogers S0
3 Rachel Dzlewatkoski SR 3 Amber Colvin. S0
: 4 Kaitlyn Lallathin SO
8 Emily Bottegal FR i .
. 7 Cassidy Dobbins SO
12 Shayna Mirabella JR X
. ; ~ 9 Martha Reitter SO
13 Brittany Bertoia JR .
. ; 11 Alexis Wheeler JR
14 Tia Taglione S0 )
st M o 12 Jenni Carmichael SO
16 Abigail Miller SR i Mcvi 0
18 Veronica Philipson FR 24 QI' | McVicker S
20 Alleigh Amaismeier S0 6 Maria Shane =
: 17 Hannah Smith 18]
22 Gabby Capaldi JR AR
24 Lauren Jones 80 ;2 Eandkl-Lce;glh.RJppeth gg
32 : : : rooxe L.olvin
Torrle Grandinett S0 32 Maybeltine Rodriguez S0
COACHES: PAIGE CREAMER, COACH: STACI SMITH
BILL DAVIS, JIM DICARLO, JOHN ASST. COACH: JACK ABRAMS, CHAD
GIANNAMORE, BILLY LAMANTIA COLVIN, ALEXA ABRAMS
ST. CLAIRSVILLE vs MARTINS FERRY
RED DEVILS ‘ PURPLE RIDERS
1 Bree Bennington FR 1 Kiersten Meeker SR
2 Kassidy Stephens FR 2 Alea Funkhouser FR
8 Madison Vickers S0 4 Jacie Wells FR
8 Hailey McCort FR : 5 Alexis Walton - FR
9 Jessica Espen JR 7 Kelsey Spielvogel SR
15 Taylor Gallentine FR 9 Sydni Trudo FR
16 Amanda Ballard S0 11 Shaye Deleonardis SR
18 Jolyn Shunk SR 13 Amanda Jacob SO
20 Ari Reager - 80 14 Bri Webb SR
21 Adrian Smith _ SR 17 Abby Bumbico FR
22 Amaya Smith SO 21 Sydney Bridges JR
23 Kaley Garloch SR 22 Justice Hall FR
34 Hannah Stachyra {0) 23 Tyrah King SR
45 Katelynne Davenport - FR 25 Mercedez McCleod JR
HEAD COACH: RACHEL DUNCAN HEAD COACH: PAIGE WILLIAMS
ASST. COACH: LAUREN FIGURA ASST. COACH: MEAGAN TOTTERDALE

AMANDA WHITE, PER! POWELL, MIKE
DELEONARDIS



JOHN MARSHALL .  WHEELING PARK

MONARCHS PATRIOTS
2 Taylor Gray FR A 1 Catie Nesbitt FR
3 Mary Tennant SR 3 Skylar Minzler SR
4 Bailey Filben SR 4 Kelsey Chacolas FR
5 Kendra Smerineck S0 5 Erica Ruth SR
|E> 6 Katie Whorton JR " 8Hannah Archer SR
} 7 Lydia Knutsen R 9 Laral Saunders R
‘ 8 Hannah Morris JR 11 Ashley Linder FR
i 9 Lauren Garcia SO 13 Makenzie Amend JR
E@ 11 Alyssa Blake SR 15 Megan Stanford JR
: 12 Carli Lightner SO 20 Ateria Walker - 80
15 Ravyn Schultz JR | 22 Madlyn Milier 80
17 Maddy Mayle SO 23 Haley Flick S0
18 Cassidy McCord SR 27 Colleen Tracy SR
30 Kat Donzella ~ JR
COACHES: ED WEST, ERIC BOOTH, .
ROD SWOGER, DENNY PHILLIPS, COACHES: PAT DURKIN, DON
ROBBIE BLAKE NEWLAND, AMY HENSLER, MIKE
MATHIEU
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4-A semifin

OVAC Tom Bechtel Softball Championship

against Edison. The Riders prevailed, 2-1, to advance to Satun

. ) Photo by Seth Staskey
Martins Ferg pitcher Shaye Del.eonardis throws a pitch during the first inniné; of Tuesday’s OVAC Class

ay's championship game.

DelLeonardis Powers MF

Purple Riders beat
Edison in semifinals

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer
WHEELING — Martins Ferry
and Edison played Monday at Jeffer-
son Lake State Park in a regularly
scheduled game.
With an OVAC semifinal slated

ence in Tuesday’s meeting in the
OVAC Class 4-A Tournament on
Ben’s Field.

_Couple Shaye DeLeonardis’
pitching and a huge swgaﬁ of the bat
of senior shortstog Tyrah King and
the result was a 2-1 Martins Ferry
victory against the Wildcats.

“It happens (in softball),” Edison
coach Spencer Bendle said. “We just
didn't do anything offensively. Give
{Del .eanardig} credit hecnnse she

ouis and zero walk.

“Shaye wants this pretty bad,”
Ferry coach Paige Williams said.
“She’s been throwing really well.
She’s moving the ball, hittmg her
Spats and her velocity has picked

The Riders missed an opportunity
to score in the first when they
stranded DeLeonardis at third.

King, hU'WBVE‘I‘, made sure tl.wy

Cea . T

Crusaders
Oust Noles

McComb is
too much in
the circle

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING -
Steubenville Catholic
continued its string of
playing for a Tom Bech-
tel Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference softhall tour-
nament championship
when it defeated Monroe
Central, 7-2, in a Class
3-A semifinal Tuesday
on Lisa’s Field at the
J.B. Chambers I-470
Complex.

The top-seeded Cru-
saders (16-1) have been
in five straight OVAC
title tilts while flip-flop-
ping between Clasd 2-A
and Class 3-A. They will
be seeking their fourth
consecutive champi-
onship, and second in
Class 3-A. They won the
other 3-A title in 2014
when they beat Magnolia
and Bellaire. Their 2-A
crowns have come in
2013 (Wheeling Cen-
tral) and 2015 (Shady-
side).

“We’ve had some suc-
cess here,” veteran
Steubenville Catholic
coach Jim DiCarlo said
of playing at I-470. "I

"second just

thought we played a
decent game.”

Steubenville Catholic
scored four times in the
first inning and added
two more in the second
in breaking out to a 6-0
advantage.

Brit Bertoia singled in
a run and winning pitch-
er Alex McComb made
it 2-0 with a run-scoring
groundout. Shayna
Mirabella was hit by a
pitch and after the sec-
ond out was recorded,
Maddy Metcalf reached
on an error as Mirabella .
took third. Metcalf stole
before
Rachel Dziewatkowski
smacked a single up the
middle that scored both
TUNNErs.

Mirabella made it 6-0
in the second with a two-
out single that plate
Gabby Capaldi and
Bertoia.

“We had some real
clutch hits with two
outs,” DiCarlo said.
“Rachel had a big one
there in the first inning
and Shayna had another
big one in the second.”

The fourth-seeded
Seminoles (6-10) threat-
ened in the first, but
some poor baserunning
took them out of that

Please See
CRUSADERS, Page 15




Martins Ferry pitcher Shaye Del.aonard
4-A semifinal against Edison. The Ride

rs pravailed, 2-1, to advance to Satur
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Purple Riders beat
Edison in semifinals
By SETH STASKEY

For The Intellhlfencer
WHEELING - Martins Ferry

and Edison played Monday at Jeffer- -

son Lake State Park in a regularly
scheduled game. _

With an OVAC semifinal slated
for 24 hours later neither team
tipped its hand, holding ace pitchers
out and Edison prevailed, 5-2.

That ace pitching made a differ-

ence in Tuesday’s meeting in the
OVAC Class 4-A Tournament on
Ben’s Field.

Couple Shaye DeLeonardis’
pitching and a huge swing of the bat
of senior shortstog King and
the result was a 2-1 Martins Ferry
victory against the Wildcats.

“It happens (in softball),” Edison
coach Spencer Bendle said. “We just
didn’t do ancf'thing offensively.
{DeLeonardis) credit because she
evidently baftled us.”

Deleonardis was sharp from the
outset. She sat the first nine down in
order and finished with nine strike-

ive

outs and zero walk,

“Shaye wants this pretty bad,”
Ferry coach Paige Williams said.
“She’s been throwing really well,
She's moving the ball, hitting her
spots and her velocity has picked
up.”

The Riders missed an opportunity
to score in the first when they
stranded DeLeonardis at third.

King, however, made sure the
got a couple of runs in the third.
After Jace Wells was plunked to
lead off the frame, Edison ace Lucia

Please See MF, Page 14

Red Devils, Smith Blank Colts

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer
G — St Clairsville felt
confident entering its OVAC Class
4-A semifinal against Meadowbrook.

Why not?

The Red Devils had already post-
ed a pair of victories against the
Colts during the course of the sea-
son. The confidence, along with fine
Bitching, defense and timely hitting,

elped guide St. Clairsville to a 4-0
victory and a trip to the conference
championship game where they’ll
meet rival Marting Ferry for the. first
time since losing to the Riders on
March 30.

“We’re ready,” Red Devils coach
Rachel Duncan said,

Before focus could shift com-
pletely to the Riders, the Devils had
to deal with the Colts. St, C. wasted
no time in asserting itself.

Freshman Ta}rlor Gallentine sin-
gled and senior JoLyn Shunk drew a
walk. Gallentine moved up on a wild
pitch and came home when sopho-
more ace Amaya Smith hel her
own cause with a single,

“A big part of (our success) was
being able to jump on them early,”
Duncan said. “Getting (Smith) an
carly run is very important. It
changes the whole game when

everything starts like that because it
keeps everyone positive.”

A one-run lead with Smith in the
circle often times feels like upward
of 10 for an opposing team. Smith
was on her game again, fanning
eight Colts, allowing two hits and
was she the beneficiary of error-free
defense.

“Our defense did a good job,”
Duncan continued. “She may not

have had as many strikeouts, but she

kept them off balance and had good
movement on her pitches. It was a
good job from everyone.” - .

Please See DEVILS, Page 14

Central, 7-2, in a Class
3-A semifinal Tuesday
on Lisa’s Field at the
J.B. Chambers I-470
Complex.

The top-seeded Cru-
saders (16-1) have been
in five straight OVAC
title tilts while flip-flop-
ping between Class 2-A
and Class 3-A. They will
be seeking their fourth
consecutive -champi-
onship, and second in
Class 3-A. They won the
other 3-A title in 2014
when they beat Magnolia
and Bellaire. Their 2-A
crowns have come in
2013 (Wheeling Cen-
tral) and 2015 (Shady-
side).

“We’'ve had some suc-
cess here,” veteran
Steubenville Catholic
coach Jim DiCarlo said
of playing at 1-470. “T

into second as Steubenville

Capaldi takes a throw.

‘second just

ey et - —

on an error as Mirabella
took third. Metcalf stole
before
Rachel Dziewatkowski
smacked a single up the
middle that scored both
runners.

Mirabella made it 6-0
in the second with a two-
out single that plate
Gabby Capaldi and
Bertoia.

“We had some real
clutch hits with two
outs,” DiCarlo said.
“Rachel had a big one
there in the first inning
and Shayna had another
big one in the second.”

The fourth-seeded
Seminoles (6-10) threat-
ened in the first, but

‘some poor baserunning

took them out of that

Please See
CRUSADERS, Page 15

Phota by Kim North
Monroe Central’s Gracie Gardner (13) slides

Catholic's Gabby
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C, 28B} ang Pal-
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wheye Trajt 2

agd Geafton. Duffy D, 5, rbui; Deal S,

rhi,
Walr 12, 5t. Clairsvilie §
Weir 621 503 1—12 14 4
5t. Clabrsville I - 5 B 1
woo— His wp (480, 2w),
Komorowski {7) (30, 0W) and Allan,
Spencer 28; Rosnick 2D, Arki: Mills 2D,
rhi; Gillette D, 28, 3rbi; Enrigtti D, S,
2rbi; Bodrog D, rbi; Allen S, rhi.
§ — Vincenzo 1150, 1W), Starks (3)

T
£ — Kramarich wo 1450, W) and
Scogr. Fiart 28, 1 Blolawski 35; Scott
23; Sinicropl S, D; Evans S, D, 2rhi.
gishop Donahua 3, Bridgeport 0
Bridgeport 600 060 0 —0 2 2
Bishop Donahus 100 200 x—3 6 2
Bz «~ Mancuse Ip (150, BW) and
Bannington,
Bi — A.Rush {450, 2W), Beazs! (4}
wp {880, TW), Barey (7] {380, 1W) and
hick. Clark 25.

PREP SOFTBALL

C Class 4-A

ils

‘hambers 1470
x}

0 x——2 50
(350, W) and
r 5, D; Springer

wp {950, 0W)
trhi; Mobead D;

awdowhrook 0

RO 0—0 2 2
100 x 2 7 01
2. 2W) and Tat

S0, 0W) and
b, Am.Smith §,

rhi; Reager 7, 2rbi; Bannington D.
Toem Bechtel OVAC Class 3-A
Semifinals
lat Lisa's Field, J. B, Chzmbers 1-470
Complex
Staubenvilte Catholic 7
Monroe Central 2

Maobroe Central 060 000 2 —2 8 2

Steub, Catholic 420 010 x—7 11 2

M — Logston Ip (650, 0W) and
Kuhn, Williams (3). Logston D; Schngi-
der B; Yoho 28, rhi.

8 ~— McComh wp {750, 1W) and
Mirabeila. Bertala 25, rbi; McComb S,
rhi; Mirabella S, T, 2rbi; Driewatkowski
38, Zrbi; Taglione 25, vbi.

Buckeye Trail 8, Bellaire 0
Bellzire 000 000 0—0 4 2
Buckeye Trail 4000 % —59 1

Be — McAninch Ip (250, 6W), Buyr-

_rlzey {3} (380, W) and Sarloch. Gerloch

Bu — Smith wp (1080, aW) and
Rippeth, B.Colvin S, T; A.Cclvin 5, rhi;
Smith 8, rbi; Carmichsal 5, rbi:
Rodriguez 5, roi; McVicker S, 2rhi,

REGULAR SEASON
Burgettstown 10, Weir 3
Burgettstown 0020026 — 10 14 1
Weir CotEdn 2— 3 53

B — Tarr wp {(BS0, 8W) and
N.Winters. C.Carngs D, 2rhi; T.Carnes
35, Tarr D, tbi; Thurman D, 25, rhi;
Abbott S, D, rbi; Elleck 28, rbi:
C.Winters D; N.Winters 5; HoHlison
vhi,

W — Rasnick Ip {750, W), Kacz-
marek (7} (150, 2W) and Brenneman.
Ditulla S, D, rhi; Stevens D; Kacemarek
D, 2rbi; Kush S, T,

OXES
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AMERICAN LEAGUE
East Division

W L Pct GB WCGEB L1 Str Home Away
Baltimore 11 8 579 — = 46 L-3 71 4-7
Boston 1 9 55} 14 - 55 W3 45 73
Tampa Bay 30 10 500 14 T 73 W3 7-5 35
Toronta 10 12 455 24 2 85 -2 56 56
New York B 1% .42 3 2 446 LA} 57 34
Central Division
W L Pct GB WCGB LW Str Home Away
Chicago 15 6 714 - - 73 W3 63 9-3
Kansas City 12 7 .41 2 - 35 L 83 44
Cleveland 9 ¢ 500 4% 1 &5 L2 3-5 &4
Detroit ¢ 10 474 5 e 37 L) 36 &4
Minngsota 7 14 333 B 472z 55 W-2 &4 1-10
West Division
W L 8 WCGB L0 Str Home Away
Seallle 10 9 574 - - 73 W2 2-5 B-4
Qakland 110 524 . 73 W1 37 §-3
Texas 11 10 524 - 2 55 WA 74 4-§
Los Angeles ¢ 11 .450 1w 2 46 W1 46 55
Houston 6 14 0 4 5 37 -2 4-6 2-8
NATIONAL LEAGUE -
East Division
W L Pct GB WCGB L0  Str Home Away
Washingtan 4 5 737 - - 64 L+ 8-2 &3
New York 12 7 432 2 - 82 ws 4-4 -3
Philadelphia 1B 10 500 4% 1 55 WA 55 5-5
Miamj 7 011 389 &% P4 46 W2 27 5-4
Atlanta 4 16 200 104 Y AZ T I B Wy | 1-12 34
Central Divisicn
W L P GB WCGB L0 St Home Away
Chicago 15 5§ 750 - - 73 w3z 52 -3
Pittsburgh 129 57F 34 - 73 W3 53 7-6
St. Louis 9 526 A4 1 55 L1 5-4 55
Cincinnati 9 12 49 b 3 37 kA 8-5 17
Milwaukee B 12 .400 7 3t 37 A 5-6 34
West Division
W L Pct GB WCGB L0 Str Home Away
Los Angeles 12 8 .400 - - &4 LI 4-3 8-5
Arizona 1110 524 144 1 73 Wi 47 73
San Frangisco 10 11 476 2 2 46 Wt 66 4-5
Colarade 9 11 430 3 2% 37 -4 4-7 54
San Diego 7 13 .35 E) 4 44 L3 4-8 3-5
AMERICAN LEAGUE NATIONAL LEAGUE
Muonday's Games Maonday's Games

Chicago White Sox 7, Taronto &
Tampas Bay 2, Baltimore ¢
Boston 1, Atlanta 0
Detroit 7, Dakland 3
MY, Yankees 3, Texas 1
Minnesota 4, Cloveland 3
LA, Angels 6, Kensas City 1
Seattla g, Housten 2

Tuesday’'s Games
Chicago White Sox 10, Toronta 1
Tampa Bay 3, Baltimore 1
Boston 11, Atlanta 4
Oakland 5, Datroit 1
Texas 18, M.Y. Yanksas 1
Minnesota 6, Clevetand 5
Kanzas City at LA. Angels, fate
Houston at Seanle, late

Tonight's Probabie Fitchers

Chicago Whita Scx {Quintana 2-1) at
Toranto (Estrada 1-1), 7:07 p.m. .
Atlarita (B.Norris 1.3 et Boston {S.Wright
12, 0 pom,
Baltimore {Tillman 1-1) &t Tampa Bay
iMopra 1-1), 7:10§.m. i
Oakland (5.Gray 3-1) at Detroit (Verlander
121, 710 p.m. X
N.¥Y, Yankses (Sebathia 1-1} at Texas
(M.Perez 8-2), BO5 pm. .
Ciavaiand (Tombin 2.0} at Minnegota
(Berrigs 0-0), 8:10 p.rr,
®Kansas City (C.¥Young 1-3) at L.A. Angels

Baston 1, Atlanta &
Y. Mets B, Cincinnati 3
Fittsburgh 6, Colorado
Arizona 12, St Louis 7
Miami 3, L,A. Dodgers 2
San Francisco 5, Ban Diega 4
. Tuesday's Games

Fhiladelphia 4, Washingtan 3
Bastan 11, Atlanta 4
N.Y, Mets 4, Cincinnati 3
Chicago Cubs 4, Mitwaukes 3
Fittzhargh 9, Colorado 4
St Louis at Arizona, late
Miami et LA Dodgars, lata
San Diego at Ban Francizen, lata

cday's Probable Pitchers
Gan Diego (Cashnar 3-1) at San Francisso
(Sarnarczija 2-1), 245 p.m,
Philadaiphia (Hellicksan 1-1) at Washing-
ton (G.Genzalez 1-0), 7:05 p.m.
Atlanta (B.Narris 1-3) at Beston (3.Wright
12, 718 pm.
Cincinnati (Moscot 6-1) at NLY. Mets (Har-
vey 1-3), 718 p.m.
Milwaukee {Jungmann 0-3) at Chicago
Cubg (Arrieta 4-0), B:0S p.m.
Pittshurgh (Niese 3-0} at Colorado (1.Gray
0.0}, B4l pm,
St. Louls (Wainwright 0-3} at Arizona
[Corbin 1-2), 2:40 p.m,
Miami {Nicolino 0-0) at L.A. Dadgers

rverniaces,  wheelin

opened the serjes with a 6-
victory in Estero, but
dropped 4-1 and 6-3 deci-
sions in the next two games,
falling behind 2-1. Howev-
er, the Nailers staged anoth-
er dramatic comeback, stun-
ning Florida with five of the
last six markers in a 5-4
victory in Game 4, which
helped lead to two more
one-goal victories, 4-3 in
Game 5 and 2-1 in Game 6.

Reading was involved in
a back-and-forth series
against the Walleye. The
Royals came away victori-
ous in Games 1, 3, and 3,
while the Walleye took
Games 2, 4, and 6, !eading
to a decisive seventh matc
at Huntington Center. Kevin
Goumas played the role of
hero in that contest, netting
a hat trick in a 4-1 win.

The Nailers and Royals
are far from strangers, as
they faced each other 11
times during the regular sea-
son. After splitting the first
six matches, Wheeling took
care of business in the final
five, winning four times,

two sides {ocked up in the
opening round of both the
2004 and 2006 playoffs. In
2004, the Royals escaped
with a five-game series win,
thanks to a 30-gave shutout
by Cody Rudkowsky at
WesBanco Arena in the
decisive fifth clash,

Wheeling got its revenge
in 2006, needing only four
of the five games to dispose
of Reading, completing the
set with a 5-4 win at then
Sovereign Center.

The fickets that will be
utilized during this series
will be Game D (April 29),
Game E (May 2), Game F
{May 9), and Game G (May
11). Fans can purchase

layoff packages, starting as
ow as $12 per ticket by
calling (304) 234-GOAL.

The Nailers office will be
open from 9 a.m.-7 p.m.
today and Thursday. Season
ticket holders must contact
the office to reserve their
tickets for Round 2.

Similar to the openin
round, all kids tickets wi
be free for the four home
games.

MF

(Continued from Page 13)

Eroshevich retired the next
two Purple Riders hitters
with relative ease.

After getting ahead in
the count, King took an
Eroshevich fasthall well
over the right-center fence.

“She can hit it a long
way whep she gets 4 hold
of it,” Williams said.
“We've been trying to tell
her that she doesn’t need to
try to kill the ball. She just
needs to meet it because
she has a powerful bat and
it gets out there in a
horry.”

The Purple Riders nar-
rowly missed going back-
to-back as Mercedez
McLeod hit a towering fly
bail that clanged directly
off the top of the fence and
back onto the field of play.
She was stranded at second.

Regardless, it was plenty
for DeLeonardis.

Edison got a runner to
second in both the fourth
and fifth innings before
breaking through in the
sixth. Shortstop Skylar
Fankhouser, whe had two
hits, came around to score
on a sacrifice fly by Sam
Springer.

The Wildeats didn't go
guietly in the seventh
either. Eroshevich ripped a
double down the left-field

line. She was then sacri-
ficed to third. DeLeonardis
didn’t even flinch. She
induced a come-backer and
then a ground out to thwart
the ratly,

“You think you have a
comfortable Iead. need
only three ounts and a lead-
off double can put a
damper on things,”
Williams said. “Shaye did
a great job of pitching out
of the jam. We work a lot
on situations in practice, so
apparently we're doing
something right.”

The inability of his team
1o get a clutch hit left Ben-
dle perplexed.

“We locked at too many
good strikes, swung at
some bad ones ... I don't
know,” Bendle said,
“We've played a really
good schedule and to per-
form offensively like we
did, is disappointing.”

Along with King and
McLeod, Amanda Jacob
also produced two hits for
the Riders offense.

Martins Ferry will return
to the Chambers’ 1-470
Complex to meet St.
Ciairsville for the confer-
ence title, but the official
start time hasn’t been set
because the Purple Riders
have their prom Saturday.

NeEvi g
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Tom Bechtel OVAC Softball Tournament

St. C. shuts down
Meadowbrook in

I

By.SETH STASKEY ' ST.
imas Leader Sports Editor CLAIRSVILLE
third baseman

ELM GROVE — St Clairsville felt confident enter- Adrian Smith

throws to first

ing its OVAC Class 4A semifinal for an out dur-

against Meadowbrook. “A BIG PART

And why not? The Red Devils . Ing the first
had alrf:acl};y posted a pair of victo- OF OUR SUC- inning of Tues-
ries against the Colts during the CESS was day's OVAC
course of the scason. being able to Class 4A semi-

The confidence — along with jump on them final against
fine pitching, defense and timely P Meadowbrook.
hitting — helped guide the Deviis ~ €arly. The Red Devils
to a 4-0 victory and a trip to the - Rachel Duncan prevaiied, 4-0.
conference championship game fied Devils Head
where they’ll meet rival Martins ~
Ferry for the first time since losing
to the Riders on March 30.

“We're ready,” Red Devils head coach Rachel Dun-
can said of the upcoming rubbermaich against Ferry.

Before focus could shift completely to the Riders,
however, they had to deal with the Colts. St. C. wasted
no time in asserting itself and setting the tone. T-L Phato/SETH

Freshman Taylor Gallentine singﬁ:d and senior JoLyn STASKEY

Shunk drew a walk. Gallentine moved up on a wild

See, ST. C., Page B2

MARTINS

CEDDV nAn

'Seniors lead Ferry
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Before focus could shift completely to the Riders,
however, they had to deal with the Colts. St. C. wasted
no time in asserting itself and settin% the tone.
Freshman Taylor Gallentine singled and senior JoLyn |-
Shunk drew a walk. Gallentine moved up on a wild | .

Ses, ST. C,, Page B2

T-L Photo/SETH
STASKEY

Seniors lead Ferry
to OVAC 4A final

Spencer Bendle said. “We just didn’t do any-
thing offensively. Give (DeLeonardis) credit

R

MARTINS

FERRY sen-

ior Tyrah King

_ s congratulat- P

edb I;aqd

coach Paige

Williams after By SETH STASKEY

?3!? tl;ét rr?en:l.?r; Times Leader Sports Editor

in the third ELM GROVE — Martins Ferry and Edison

inning of glnyed Moendny afternoon at Jefferson Lake

Tuesday's tate Park in a regularly scheduled game.

OVAC Class With the OVAC semifinal slated for 24

4A semifinal hours later neither team tipped their hand, hold-

at Elan'a Field ing their ace pitchers out and Edison prevailed,

in Elm Grove. 5-2,

The Purple That ace pitching certainly made a difference

Riders pre- . in Tuesday’s meeting in the OVAC Class 4A

vailed, 2-1. ’ Tournament on Ben's Field.

— Couple Shaye Del.eonardis’ pitching and a
huge swing of the bat of senior s ortstog Tyrah

T-L Photo/SETH i - King and the result was a hard-earned 2-1 vic-

STASKEY u- 521 n&a ‘ mrynn i tthe( Wildftgtasl'l \ Edison head "

ot i s B e e " ns.(in so . Edison COAC

Buckeye Trail
blanks Bellaire

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

WHEELING — There will be no repeat for Bellaire | .
in the Tom Bechtel Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Class 3A softball tournament. '

The Big Reds (12-9) continued their downward spirai
Tuesday when they dmfped a 6-0 decision to second-
seeded Buckeye Trail (19-2) in a semifinal contest on
Lisa’s Field at the J.B. Chambers [-470 Complex. It
marked the fifth straight loss for Bellaire,

The game was a matchup of state-ranked squads in the T-L Photo/KIM NORTH
latest Division IH coaches poll. Buckeye Trail was No. BELLAIRE'S MORGAN Runyan tags out Buckeye
8, two spots ahead of Bellaire. Trail's Hannah Smith {17) as she tried to advance to

After Bellaire left a pair of runners on in the top of the secand on a throw home during the first inning in Tues-
first, Buckeye Trail didn’t waste any time in taking a 1-0 day’s Tom Bechtel Ohio Valiey Athletic Conference
lead in the bottom of the inning. Class 3A tournament semifinal on Lisa's Field at the

J.B. Chambers Complex in Wheeling. The Big Reds
See, BELLAIRE, Page B2 De’Asia Burniev (7) locks on. The WarTiors won. 6-0.

because she evidently baffled us today.”

Deleonardis was sharp from the outset. She
sat the first nine down in order and finished
with nine strikeouts and nary a walk.

“Shaye wants this (OVAC) pretty bad,”
Ferry head coach Paige Williams said. “She’s

.been throwing really well. She’s moving the
ball, hitting her spots and her velocity has
picked up.”

The Riders actually missed an opportunity to
score in the first when they stronded
DeLeonardis at third.

King, however, made sure they got a couple
of runs in the third. After Jace Wells was
plunked to lead off the frame, Edison ace Lucia

See, FERRY, Page B2

Steubenville CC has
no issue with Monroe

By KIM NORTH :
mes Leader Sports Writer

WHEELING - Steubenville Central continued its

“string of playing for a Tom Bechtel Ohio Valley Athletic

Conierence softball tournament championship when it
defeated Monroe Central, 7-2, in a Class 3A semifinal
Tuesday afternoon on Lisa's Field at the J.B. Chambers
I-470 Complex,

The top-seeded Crusaders (16-1) have been in five
straight OVAC title tilts while flip-flopping between
Class 2A and Class 3A. They will be seeking their fourth

‘consecutive championship, and second in Class 3A.

They won the other 3A title in 2014 when they beat
Magnolia and Bellaire. Their 2A crowns have come in
2013 (Wheeling Central) and 2015 (Shadyside).

“We've had some success here,” veteran Steubenville
Central hend coach Jim DiCarlo said of pla‘ying at I-470..
“I thought we lplzlgf:d a decent game today.’

Steubenville Central scored four times in the first

See, MONROE, Pags B2




Conference Class 3A tournament semifinal against Steubenville

ral at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex in

heeling. The Cru-

rs' Brit Bertola awaits the throw. Steubenville Central won, 7-2.

:d one. She surrendered eight
nd lost her shutout with one out
seventh,
hought Alex pitched effectively
‘e were OK defensively,” DiCar-
ted. “But there are still some
 that we need to shore up. I did-
ke our bat speed today, but [
it will be better on Saturday. We
a different style of pitcher Mon-
o I think that hurt us a little bit.
happy with how we manufac-
4 couple of runs with stolen
and such.”
'la Logston fanned six and did-

't issue a free pass in taking the loss.
She gave up 14 hits,

Dziewatkowski singled three times
for the Crusaders and drove in two
runs. Bertoia, Mirabella and Tia
Taglione all had two hits, with
Mirabella driving in three runs.

Sydney Yoho had a single and dou-
ble for the Seminoles that produced a
run. Logston and Shyla Schneider had
doubles. .

Steubenville Central will now face
Buckeye Trail for the 3A titie
Saturday at 10:30 a.m. at the [-470
Complex.

st several years - Zach Robert-
iric James and Tom Hart.” he
ued. “Most likely I will contin-
teach and possibly coach other
3 at Cameron next year and
have a decision to make if a
ing opportunity opened in a
on closer to John Marshall in
ure.”

addition to hoops at Cameron,
t has been an assistant coach in
:hool baseball (current), volley-
1d middle school cross country.
1 middie school science teacher
partment head,

utter has coached five 1,000-
corers at Cameron and has sent
er to the OVAC all-star game
year since he has been boys’

tér his prep playing days, Clut-
riculated to Elmira (N.Y.) Col-
nd played basketball for one
efore transferring to Fairmont
where he was graduated from

'7 with a Medical Laboratory

ology degree, Allied Health
tistration. He has a teaching
in general science and hiolo-

is at Fairmont State where he
t his coaching teeth. As a stu-
e served as a volunteer assis-
rach at North Marion High

Schopl under former WVU hoop
great Warren Baker,

Clutter will begin to put his staff
together in the next several weeks.

Being a John Marshall grad and
former Monarch hoopster, Clutter rel-
ishes the opportunity presented to
him and has a clear focus on the task
at hand.

“1 want to build a sense of pride
and respect, not only for the school
but for the game of basketball itself,”
Clutter said. “l understand what it
was like to be a part of a great team at
JM and I want the future of IM to
experience that excitement of playing
in front of a packed house and having
the confidence to compete and beat
teamns that are ranked in the state and
become ranked themselves,

“I want to prepare our players to
bring their “A” game to sectionals,
regionals and states. How long that
will take T don’t really know,” he
continued. “I only need two things
out of my future players in order to
get the ball rolling - players who are
coachable and are willing to “run
through a wall not just for me but for
their team.” )

Chad has four children. Cole and
Ryan are seniors at Cameron High,
Zane is an eighth grader while Kenzie
is a fourth grader.

RS HALF MARATHON CLASSIC

fvidiuus CeITy JIISNEd UNIa in e team race. The Purple
Riders were led by junior Jacob Bishop's victory in the
1600 meter. He won with a 4:42.89,

The Riders’ teamn of Kevin Sim

son, Nick Simpson,

Bishop and Terrell Tuttle posted a 8:36.73 for the win.
The Purple’s crack 4x2 team of Javon Garriel, Arjay

Burress, Jeffrey Lucas and Andrew

1:34.65 for the win.

Hython turned in a

Harrison Central’s lone winner was Zack Henry. He
won the 3200 meters in 10:24.98,

Bellaire

Continued from Page B1

Brooke Colvin reached
on ait error leading off and
went 10 second on a passed
ball. With two outs, Han-
nah Smith lined a shot to
center that scored Colvin.
However, Smith was
gunned down trying for
second on a strong throw
from Bellaire catcher Mary
Garloch. The Warriors
made it 2-0 in the second
on Alli McVicker's two-out
single.

“In the beginning of the
Egme we got ourselves

hind by making a couple
of errors and Buckeye Trail
capitalized on them,” Bel-
laire head coach Melissa
Lahna said. “They've got a
good ballclub. There's no
doubt about that.”

Buckeye Trail! made it 6-
0 in the third and chased
Bellaire starter Sarah
McAmninch in the process.

Colvin tripled leading off
and scored on her sister —
Amber Colvin's — single,
Alexis Wheeler reached on

an infield single and Jenni
Carmichael singled in
another run with one out.
Randi Rippeth was hit with
a pitch to load the bases
and Madeline Rodriguez
made it 5-0 with a single
that sent McAninch from
the circle. A bases-loaded
walk to McVicker complet-
ed the scoring,

Beliaire left 10 runners
on bases, including three in
the seventh.

“They hit the ball when
they needed to and we can’t
string together any hits. We
teft eight runners on last
night (in a 1-0 loss to East
Liverpool Monday) and I
don’t know how many we
left in scoring position
tonight?

“We've pot to find it
again,” she added. *“There’s
a lot of games left, We’ll
get back in it.”

Buckeye Trail will meet
Steubenville Central for the
title Saturday,

Ferry

Continued from Page B1

Eroshevich retired the next
two Purple hitters with refa-
tive ease.

After petting ahead in the
count, King took an Eroshe-
vich fastball well over the
right-center fence.

“She can hit it a long wa
when she gets a hold of it,”
Williams said. “We’ve been
trying to tell her that she
doesn’t need to try to kill
the ball. She just needs to
meet it because she has a
powerful bat and it gets out
there in a hurry.”

The Purple Riders nar-
rowly missed going back-
to-back as Mercedez
McLeod hit a towering fly
balt, which clanged directly
off the top of the fence and
back onto the field of play.
She was eventually strandéd
at second.

Regardless, it was plenty
for DeLeonardis.

Edison got a runner to
second in both the fourth
and fifth innings before
breaking through in the
sivth Shartston Skvlar

was then sacrificed to third.
DeLeornardis didn't even
flinch. She induced a come
backer and then a ground
out to thwart the rally.

“You think you have a
comfortable lead, need onl
three outs and a lead-off
double can \Eut a damper on
things,” Willinms said.
“Shaye did a great job of

" pitching out of the jam. We

work a lot on situations in
practice, so apparently
we're doing something
right.”

The inability of his team
to get a clutch hit left Ben-
dle simple perplexed.

“We looked at too many
Eood strikes, swung at some

ad ones ... T don’t know,”
Bendle said. “We've i)layed
i really good schedule and
to perform offensively, like
we did today, is disappoint-
ing.”

Alon§ with Kin§ and
McLeod, Amanda Jacah
dlso produced two hits for
the Riders’ offense.

Martins Ferrv will retim
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Monroe

Continued from Page B1

inning and added two more in the sec-
ond in breaking out to a 6-0 advan-

e early on. ‘

rit Bertoia singled in a run and
winning pitcher Alex McComb made
it 2-0 with a run-scoring groundout.
Shayna Mirabella was hit-by-a-pitch
and, after the second out was record-
zd, Maddy Metcalf reached on an
zrror as Mirabella took third. Metcalf
stole second just before Rachel
Dziewatkowski smacked a single up
the middle that scored both runners.

Mirabella made it 6-0 in the second
with a two-out single that plate Gabby
CaPuldi and Bertoia. :

“We had some real clutch hits with
two outs,” DiCarlo recalled. “Rachel
had a big one there in the first inning
and Shuynn had another big one in the
second.

The fourth-seeded Seminoles (6-
10) threatened in the first, but some
poor baserunning took them out of
that inning. They had a pair of run-
ners on in the fourth and fifth innings,
but couldn't get the clutch hit they
peeded.

“That's the kind of stuff we’ve
been doing all season,” first-year
Monroe Central head coach Mike
Brock explained. “We get ourselves
in a hole and it’s kind of hard for us
to dig our way out, especially when
you're playing teams the caliber that
we've been playing.

“I'm proud of my giris,” Brock
continued. “We kind of ran ourselves
out of an inning in the first and that
got our morale down a little, but they
continued to battle and battle. We've
played a tough schedule thus far, but
the girls have battled the entire way.”

cComb struck out seven and only

A

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH

MONROE CENTRAL'S Cheyenne Wiliams (14) slides safely into third
during the seventh inning of Tuesday's Tom Bechtel Chio Valley Ath-

letic Conference Class

A tournament semifinal agalnst Steubsnville
Central at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex in

heeling. The Cru-

saders’ Brit Bertola awaits the throw. Steubenville Central won, 7-2.

walked one. She surrendered eight
hits and lost her shutout with one out
in the seventh.

“1 thought Alex pitched effectively
and we were OK defensively,” DiCar-
lo noted. “But there are still some
things that we need to shore up. I did-
n't [ike our bat speed today, but 1
think it will be better on Saturday. We
faced a different style of pitcher Mon-
day, so I think that hurt us a little bit.
I was happy with how we manufac-
tured a couple of runs with stolen
bases and such.” .

Kayla Logston fanned six and did-

n’t issue a free pass in taking the loss.
She gave up 11 hits.

Dziewatkowski singled three times
for the Crusaders and drove in two
runs. Bertoia, Mirabella and Tia
Taglione all had two hits, with
Mirabelin driving in three runs.

Sydney Yoho had a single and dou-
ble for the Seminoles that produced a
run. Logston and Shyla Schnelder had
doubles. .

Steubenville Central will now face
Buckeye Trail for the 3A title
Saturday at 10:30 a.m. at the 1-470
Complex.

Clutter

Continued from Page B1

three sectional ch:impionships (first
sectional championship in more than
20 years). His Dragons also won
three Mason Dixon Conference
championships.

Clutter also was the head coach
for the OVAC girls’ all-star game in
2004.

His overall Cameron head-coach-
ing record is 193-1253, producing
winning records in 13 of his 14 sea-
sons. He was named Mason-Dixon
Conference coach of the year on five
occasions while winning the OVAC
Sportsmanship Award three times.

“Even though I am a John Mar-
shall graduate, after 14 years at
Cameron High School I will always
bleed a little blue and gold. T have
met a great number of awesome play-
ers, coaches and parents while coach-
ing and teaching ot Cameron. It is
truly a great place to coach and teach
and I will always value the time spent
as a Cameron Dragon.” Clutter said.

the past several years - Zach Robert-
son, Eric James and Tom Hart.” he
continued. “Most likely I will contin-
ue to teach and possibly coach other
sports at Cameron next year and
would have a decision te make if a
teaching opportunity opened in a
direction closer to John Marshall in
the future.”

In addition to hoops at Cameron,
Clutter has been an assistant coach in
high school baseball (current), volley-
ball and middle school cross country.
He is a middle school science teacher
and department head.

Clutter has coached five 1,000-
point scorers at Cameron and has sent
a player to the OVAC ail-star game
every year since he has been boys’
coach.

Aftér his prep playing days, Clut-
ter matriculated to Elmira (N.Y.) Col-
lege and played basketball for one
year before transferring to Fairmont
State. where he was graduated from

Schopl under former WVU hoop
great Warren Baker.

Clutter will begin to put his staff
together in the next several weeks.

Being a John Marshall grad and
former Monarch hoopster, Clutter rel-
ishes the opportunity presented to
him and has a clear focus on the task
at hand.

“I want to build a’ sense of pride
and respect, not only for the school
but for the game of basketball itself,”
Clutter said. “I understand what it
was like to be a part of a great team at
JM and I want the future of JM to
experience that excitement of playing
in front of a packed house and having
the confidence to compete and beat
teams that are ranked in the state and
become ranked themselves.

“I want to prepare our players to
bring their “A” game to sectionals,
regionals and states. How long that
will take I don't really know,” he
continued, “I only need two things
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Tom BeEcHTEL OVAC SoFTBALL TOURNAMENT

WHEELING PARK’S Mackenzie Amend
circle Wednesday night on Lisa’s Field at the |-470 J.B. Chambers

_ T-L Photos/KiM NORTH
, left, and John Marshall's Lauren Garcia pitched their teams Into the
Tom Bechtel Ohio Valley Athleic Conference Class 5A softball champlonship game with fine outings inside the

Complex in Wheeling. :

‘Wheeling Park, John Marshall
to meet for 5A championship

* West Virginia rivals will clash Saturday at 12:30 p.m.

By BUBBA KAPRAL
Executive Sports Editor

WHEELING — The Tom Bechtel
OVAC Softball Tournament will have
a definite local flavor in the 5A cham-
pionship game come Saturday after-
noon.

Neighboring rivals Wheeling Park
and John Marshall both received
sparkling pitching performances to
punch their respective tickets into the
title tilt via wins Wednesday night on
Lisa’s Field at the 1-470 J.B. Chambers

Complex.

In the opener, the No, 3 seeded
Patriots ousted Vincent Warren Local,
2-0, while top-seeded John Marshall
proceeded to blank University, 10-0, in
five innings in the nightcap.

Park and JM will vie for the champi-
onship Saturday at 12:30 p.m. at the I-

-470 complex. The teams split a pair of

decisions this spring. .

Makenzie Amend was sensational in
the circle for Park.

The talented junior bottled up the

Warriar hate all averine lano Sha

allowed just two hits while striking out
eight and walking two.

The Patriots gave her the lead before
she entered the circle, scoring the
game’s only two runs in the top of the
first frame.

With one out, dynamo Kelsey Cha-
colas singled but was erased on a
fielder’s choice by standout catcher

- Kat Donzella. Amend followed with a

single. An etror placed runners on sec-
ond and third, setting the table for a
two-run single by Hannah Archer.



Pens, Caps Reapy 10 CLASH

The Penguins and Capitals square off tonight
for Game 1 of the second round/15

Photo by Kim North
John Marshall's Lydia Knutsen is safe at third as Uni-
versity's Rachel Rousak can't hold onto the ball.

Ghe Butelligencer.
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Park, JM to Meet in 5-A Flnal

By BUBBA KAPRAL
Executive Sports Editor -

WHEELING — The Tom Bechtel
OVAC Softball Tournament will
have a definite local flavor in the 5A
championship game come Saturday
afternoon.,

Neighboring rivals Wheeling Park
and John Marshall both received
sparkling pitching performances to
punch their respective tickets into the
title tilt via wins Wednesday ni t on
Lisa’s Field at the I-470 J.B.
bers Complex.

In the opener, the No. 3 seeded
Patriots ousted Vincent Warren
Local, 2-0, while top-seeded John
Marshall proceeded to blank Univer-

sity, 10-0, in five innings in the.

nightcap.
Park and IM will vie for the cham-

pionshi 7p Saturday at 12:30 p.m..at
0

the I-470 complex. The teams split a
pair of decisions this spring.

Makenzie Amend was sensational
in the circle for Park.

The taiented junior bottled up the
Warrior bats all evening long. She
allowed just two hits whiie striking
out eight and walking two.

The Patriots gave her the lead
before she entered the circle, scoring
the game’s only two runs in the top
of the first frame.

With one out, dynamo Kelsey

Chacolas singled but was erased on a

fielder’s choice by standout catcher
Kat Donzella. Amend followed with
a single. An error placed runners on
second and third, setting the table for
a two-run single by Hannah Archer.
-The game was void of any further
scoring, as both teams failed to take
advantage of golden opporiunities.
Park stranded two runners in both
the third and fifth innings and were
sabotaged in two other frames by
faulty base-running decisions.
Warren Local failed to threaten
through six innings.
The Warriors, however, made the
Patriot partisans squirm in the home-
half of the seventh.

Please See 5-A Page 17
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Taylor Coss reached an
error before Kylee Lynch
walked. Amend exhibited
her, grittiness by retiring the
next there batters on easy
popups.

‘It really feels nice to be
playing for an OVAC title.
It’s been an up-and-down
season, so advancing to the
finals means a great deal to
this team,” Park coach Pat
Durkin said. “We got a
great bunch of girls. They
don’t quit. I am very happy
for them,

“We didn’t have one bad
inning. We did strand too
many runsers and we didn't
do a good job on the bases,”
he added. “Makenzie was
tremendous. She was in
total control and was gritty
in the seventh inning.”

~Chacalos and Laurel
Saunders each had two hits
to pace Park’s seven-hit
attack. Donzella smacked a
two-bagger.

Sarah Greenlee pitched
well in defeat for Jenny
Lynch's Warriors.

She fanned two and
walked one. She delivered a
single while Diamond
Decker’s double was the
only other Warrior hit.

Park improved to 14-11
on the season while Warren
dropped to 14-5,

John Marshall will be

bidding for its fifth straight

OVAC 5A championship
after making short work of
University.

Coach Ed West’s Mon-

archs also-received a sharp
pitching effort from Lauren
Garcia. The hard-throwing

righthander yielded just two

singles while striking out
two and walking a like
amount. She got stronger as
the game went on, retiring
the final eight Hawks she
faced.

John Marshall, improving
to 20-3, wasted no time in
taking control. The Mon-
archs pushed across two
runs in the first inning to
give Garcia all the support
she would need.

Lydia Knutsen reached
on an error. Carli Lightner
delivered a sacrifice bunt
before Alyssa Blake
smacked an RBI single,
Rayvn Schultz walked and
eventually scored on a
Kendra Smertnek single.

John Marshall made it 4-
0 in the third. Lightner
walked, Blake singled and
Schultz walked to load the
bases. Mary Tennant plated
4 run via a fielder’s choice
and Maddy Mayle singled
in the second run of the
frame,

The lead grew to 5-0 in
the fourth courtesy of an
RBI single by Blake.

The Monarchs slammed
the deor shut on any Hawk
hopes with five runs in the
fifth.

Smertnek and Mayle
opend with singles before a
walk loaded the bases, Bai-
ley Filben knocked in a run
with a single and Knutsen

coaxed a walk to force ii
another run. Lightner deliv
ered the curtain-closer by
singling to left, plating twe
runners, while an error by
the leftficlder allowed the
10th run to cross. j

“Lauren again pitched
super. She has been doing
that for a good while now.
She was in total command,”
West said. “We had the bais
working tonight. It was nice
to break loose at the plate.
We need to hit that way Sat-
urday.

“Wheeling Park is a good
team. Amend pitched real
well tonight,” he added,
“We split with them this
season. It should be an
exciting gnme Saturday.”

Rachel Rousak had both,
hits for University.

Alexa Green started in
the circle for the Hawks of
Mindy Parks. She gave way
to Rosuak in the fifth,
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OHIO VALLEY PREP DIAMOND ACTION

Bishop Donahue, Madonna

advance in Cl|

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

ELM GROVE — Madon-
na and Bishop Donahue were
scheduled to meet for a dou-
bleheader on April 9, but
Mother Nature reared her
ugly head that day.

The two will get their
chance to meet on Saturday
after both posted victories in
the Class [ A semifinals of the
Tom Bechtel OVAC Softball
Tournament Monday evening
on Ben's Field.

The Bishops — who are
the third seed in the event —
avenged two earlier losses
when they ousted St. John
Central, 6-4, in the opener.
Top-seeded Madonna cruised
to a 10-0 victory five innings
against Conotton Valley.

DONAHUE will be seck-
mg the school s first confer-

I T PP,

ass 1p|ay

Central
gets a
little
payback

By KIM NORTH
Timas Leadar Sports Writer

WHEELING You know
what they say about pay-
backs.

Wheeling Central exacted a
little revenge Monday when it
rolled past Shadyside, 12-2,
in six innings on Lisa’s Field
in a Tom Bechtel Ohio Valley

Athlatic Manfamnas Mlars 1A
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Central, 6-4, in the opener.
Top-seeded Madonna cruised
to a 10-0 victory five innings
against Conotton Valley.
DONAHUE will be seek-
ing the school’s first confer-
ence softball title since 199§,
which was before any mem-
ber of the current Bishops’

roster was bom. To get to the

title game, however, the Bish-
ops had to remove a thorn
from their side.

The Irish, who have won
10 titles since the Bishops’
last pennant, have simply had
Donahue’s number over the
years,

After the Bishops had
grabbed a 2-0 lead in the first
inning, St. John Central,
which got one back in the
bottom of the first, posted a
three spot in the fourth, but
this Donahue team didn't
blink.

“I thought the girls showed
great characler by coming out
and responding the way they
did,” Bishop Donahue head
coach Curt Mele said. “Jerry
Magistro is a great friend of
ming, but he’s had my num-
ber for about eight years now.,
This was a good, overall team
victory.”

The game remained knot-
ted at four until the seventh.

Catcher Sommer South and
designated player Elena
Polinski led off the inning
with back-to-back singles,
Both moved up 60 feet on a
wild pitch and then Hope
Ruza lofted a fly ball to right,
which brought South across.
Jewel Purpura got into the
sacrifice fly act to bring home
Polinski.

“I thought we did a good
job of playing small ball and
being able to advance our
runners,” Mele said. “It was-
n't a perfect game by us, but
we did what we had to do to
beat a good team.”

See, DONAHUE,
Page B2

T-L Phola/SETH STASKEY

ST. JOHN catcher Brook Palmer awaits the throw as Bishop Donahue’s Maddie Menendez slides into
home plate during the first inning. Menendez was safe on the play. Bisop Donahue rallied from a 4-2
deficit to win, 6-4, in the OVAC Class 1A semifinal.

Rlver blanks Toronto 7 0

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Wnter

WHEELING - It 5 a case of
unfinished business for the River
sofiball team.

The Ptlots (22-1) lost in the Tom
Bechtel Ohio Valley Athletic Con-
ference Class 3A championship
game |- 0 to Bellaire last spring.
The No. 2 seed will play for the
Class 2A title Saturday after blank-
ing No. 4 seed Toronto, 7-0, Mon-
day night on Lisa’s Field at the J.B.
Chambers I-470 Complex.

“That was o good game against a
very goad team,” veteran River
head coach Dave Wright said.
“There were balls flying all over the
field. From both sides.”

The victory marked a milestone
in the coaching career of Wright
and long-time assistant Tim Tisher.
It was the duo’s 200th together.

“This is a little added bonus for
us,” Wright said of the milestone.
“We get to play for an OVAC title

See, RIVER,
Page B2

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH
RIVER SHORTSTOP Emilee Heater gets ready to relay the ball to
first base after forcing out Toronto’s Autumn Danlels (13) durin
Monday's Tom Bechtsl Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class
tournament semifinal on Lisa’s Field at the J.B. Chambers |-470
Complex in Whaallng tooking on is River second baseman Riley
Lollathin, who started the play by flipping a high chopper to Heater

fnr the farra

backs.

Wheeling Central exacted a
little revenge Monday when it
rolled past Shadyside, 12-2,
in six innings on Lisa’s Field
in a Tom Bechtel Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Class 2A
softball tournament semifinal.
The Tigers had defeated the
Maroon Knights in last year's
semifinals before falling in
the championship game to
Steubenville Catholic.

“We didn’t have to say
anything to them,” Maroon
Knights head coach Rick
Magruder said. “They told us.
They started talking about
this game last week, but we
told them we had a game
against Monroe Central {Sat-
urday) to play first.”

Trailing §1-0 entering the
home hall of the fourth
inning, Wheeling Central
(24-0) exploded for four runs
to take a lead it would not
relinquish.

Riley Bennington’s leadoff
triple to right-center got
things started. She scored on
Marissa Garlitz’s single and
Ja’Ehir Jackson's triple to
center made it 2-1. Kaitlyn
Ferns singled in Jackson to
chase the Tigers™ Kaitlyn
Weaver from inside the cir-
cle. Julie Padden’s infield sin-
gle made it 4-1.

Garlitz made it 6-1 with a
two-run single in the fifth,
and the top seeds put the
game away with a six-spot in
the bottom of the sixth.

Olivia Carpenter had a
two-run single, while Ben-
nington, Garlitz and Jackson
added run-scoring base hits.
Hannah Mozingo ended
things with a bloop single
down the rightfield line.

“The girls seem more
focused this year. They don’t
pet rattled. They just come
and play,” Magruder said.
“They did just like we tell
thetn. Take your cuts. Put the

Ses, CENTRAL,
Paae B2



inning, St. John Central,
which got one back in the
bottom of the first, posted a
three spot in the fourth, bat
this Donahue team didn’t
blink.

“I thought the girls showed
great character by coming out
and responding the way they
did,” Bishop Donahue head
coach Curt Mele said. “Jerry
Magistro is o great {riend of
mine, but he's had my num-
ber for about eight years now.
This was a good, overall team
victory.”

The game remained knot-
ted at four until the seventh.

Catcher Sommer South and
designated player Elena
Polinski led off the inning
with back-ta-back singles.
Both moved up 60 fect on a
wild pitch and then Hope
Ruza lofted a fly ball to right,
which brought South across.
Jewel Purpura got into the
sacrifice fly act to bring home
Polinski.

“I thought we did a good
job of playing small ball and
being able to advance our
runners,” Mele said. “It was-
n’t a perfect game by us, but
we did what we had to do to
beat a good team.”

us,

River blanks

WHEELING — It's a case of
unfinished business for the River
softball team,

The Pilots (22-1) lost in the Tom
Bechtel Ohio Valley Athletic Con-
ference Class 3A championship
game 1-0 to Bellaire last spring.
The No. 2 seed will play for the
Class 2A title Saturday after blank-
ing No. 4 seed Toronto, 7-0, Mon-
day night on Lisa’s Field at the 1.B.
Chambers 1-470 Complex.

“That was a good game against a
very good team,” veteran River
head coach Dave Wright said.
“There were balls flying all over the
field. From both sides.”

The victory marked a milestone
in the coaching career of Wright
and long-time assistant Tim Tisher.
1t was the duo’s 200th together.

“This is a little added bonus for
" Wright said of the milestone.

“We get to play for an OVAC title

Ses, DONAHUE,
Page B2

By BUBBA KAPRAL

Executive Sports Editor
HANNIBAL — Caldwell and

Toronto have become familiar

dance partoers in the OVAC 2A

baseball finals.

The Redskins and Red Knights
will meet again Saturday for the
third straight year in the conference
finals.

That scenario came to fruition
Monday when Caldwell battled

See, RIVER,
Page B2

past gutsy River, 9-3, in the final
OVAC semifinal to be played.
Toronto punched its ticket into the
finals Saturday by downing Shady-
side.

The Red Knights pocketed the
2015 OVAC crown while the
Redskins turned the trick the previ-
ous year.

“We know Toronto quite well,
We have seen them the last two
years in the OVAC finals,” Cald-
well coach Brian Wheeldin said.

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
ST. JOHN catcher Brook Palmer awaits the throw as Bishop Donahue’s Maddie Mensndez slides into
home plate during the first inning. Menendez was safe on the play. Bisop Donahue raflied from a 4-2
deficit to win, 6-4, in the OVAC Class 1A semifinal.

7-0

EE

Toronto,

]
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urday) to play first.”

Trailing 1-0 entering the
home half of the fourth
inning, Wheeling Central
{24-0) exploded for four runs
to take a lead it would not
relinquish.

Riley Bennington's leadoff
triple to right-center got
things staricd. She scored on
Marissa Garlitz’s single and
Ja’Ehir Jackson’s triple to
center made it 2-1. Kaitlyn
Ferns singled in Jackson to
chase the Tigers® Kaitlyn
Weaver from inside the cir-
cle. Julie Padden’s infield sin-
gle made it 4-1.

Garlitz made it 6-1 with a
two-run single in the fifth,
and the top seeds put the
game away with a six-spot in
the bottom of the sixth.

Olivia Carpenter had a
two-run single, while Ben-
nington, Garlitz and Jackson
added run-scoring base hits.
Hannah Mozingo ended
things with a bloop single
down the rightfield line.

“The girls seem more

for the force. ‘

Caldwell earns OVAC 2A finals be

“They have had a great program
for a long time. We know we will
have our hands full.”

The Redskins were pushed to
the limit by Mark Romick’s ultra-
young squad, which features just a
lone senior.

The game was 5-5 after five
innings. The Noble Countians
pushed across ome run in the sixth
and opened some breathing room
via a three-run double by senior
standout Tanner Clark in the sev-

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH
RIVER SHORTSTOP Emilee Heater gets ready to relay the ball to
first base after forcing out Toronto's Autumn Daniels (13) during
Monday’s Tom Bechtel Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class 2A
tournament semifinal on Lisa's Field at the J.B. Chambers 1-470
Complex in Wheeling. Looking on is River second baseman Riley
Lollathin, who started the play by flipping a high chopper to Heater

enth.

Caldwell received a yeoman's
effort from Caleb Heller on the
hill. The senior righthander sur-
vived nine Pilot hits, two walks
and four errors to eam the mound
victory.

“Caleb was a bulldog tonight,”
Wheeldin said. “He didn’t have the
greatest stuff and we were shaky in
the field, but he battled all night
long. 1 am proud of his effort.

“Out bats were good tonight

focused this year. They don’t
get ratiled. They just come
and play,” Magruder said.
“They did just like we tell
them. Take your cuts. Put the

Sas, CENTRAL,
Page B2

rth, will face Toronto

but we were very sloppy in the
field,” he added. “We have to clean
up our fielding if were are going to
compete Saturday. It was a nice
win. River is a quality and well-
coached team.”

The loss was a tough pill for
River to swallow. The Pilots fell
behind 2-0 in the first, and
although they tied the score after

See, CALDWELL.,
Page B2
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some offense behind Katie's pitching and you’re going to
win a lot of games,” Conti continued.

The game time and field for the championship game
hasn’t been determined.

Central

Continued from Page B1
ball in play and see what happens.”

Fourth-seeded Shadyside (16-6) took a 1-0 lead in the "

top of first when Kaitlyn Weaver lined a leadoff triple
over the left fielder’s head. She raced home on Karly
Klug’s one-out groundout. However, the Tigers could
only muster two more hits — a single by Weaver in the
third and an Alyx Baker double in the fifth.

Inside the circle, Bennington struck out 10 without
walking a batter. Shadyside scored an nnearned run in the
fifth.

“Riley and Marissa (Garlitz) have been terrific all
year,” Magruder praised of his two co-aces. “When it
comes to crunch time, they seem to turn it up a notch,
They're having fun, but they also know when to be
focused.”

The Maroon Knights pounded out 18§ hits, with Ben-
nington helping herself with three singles and a triple that
produced a run. Garlitz added a trio of singles and a dou-
ble that accounted for four runs.

Allie Cook, Ofivia Carpenter and Jackson evenly divid-
ed six safeties, with Carpenter and Jackson splitting four
runs batted in.

“When one girl hits it seems like they all want to hit,”
Magruder added. “They’ve been doing pretty well with
that, but they’re doing the little things that count, as well,
Tules (Padden) is doing a tremendous job as the No. 2 hit-
ter and Bailey Rehm ... I couldn’t ask for a better leadoff
hitter. Then you get into the meat of our order which is
really hitting well.”

For Shadyside head coach Jillian Ongley, her team was
in the same position last year before going on an unbe-
lievable run that carried all the way to a Division IV state
championship.

“They definitely grabbed the momentum and they were
hitting the gaps,” she said. “There’s not much you can do
about that.

Wheeling Central will meet No. 2 River (22-1) Satur-
day at 12;30 p.m. on Lisa’s Field for the title.

River

Continued from Page B1

Saturday and this program has never won one in 24
years.”

River will now face top-seeded Wheeling Central at
12:30 p.m., also on Lisa’s Field, for the championship.
The Marcon Knights (24-0) took over fourth-seeded
Shadyside, 12-2, easlier in the day in just six innings.

‘The Pilots came out hitting as Riley Lollathin smacked a
one-out single to center and Rosey Romick followed with
an infield base hit. Livy Rose drilled a double down the
leftfield line that scored both runners.

River made it 5-0 after two frames when Madi Taylor
singled in Bailey Caldwell and Lollathin knocked in Tay-
lor with a single to left. Rose picked up her third ribbie
with a single up the middle.

“We came out hitting the ball tonight,” Wright noted.
“I'm very pleased. It was a good effort by our squad.”

It became 7-0 in the fifth as Emilee Heater singled with
one out and Candace Caldwell walked. Both runners
advanced a base on a passed ball, and Bailey Caldwell’s
single up the middle chased in Heater. Candace Caldwell
raced home on 4n error,

Romick was her steady self inside the circle. She fanned
four and walked two, while giving up just four hits.

“She was very strong today. We supported her with the
bats and we played outstanding defense,” Wright said.
*Rut e wag their girl. I told the umpire in that last innine
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he bounced back from a clunker in
his last onting, He struck out a sea-
son-high eight, including five on
called third strikes.

That drew the ire of the Rockies,
who weren’t too pleased with home-
plate umpire Lance Barrett’s low
strike zone. Manager Walt Weiss
was ejected after the fourth for argu-
ing and outfielder Ryan Raburn fol-
lowed in the six.

Chad Bettis (2-1) had his start
moved vp a day with Jorge De La
Rosa under the weather. Bettis gave
up four runs in 6 2/3 innings.

A.J. Schugel picked up his first
major league save by pitching 2 1/3
innings. ,

Joyce broke the game open in the
seventh with his three-run homer to
left-center off reliever Scott Oberg.
That gave the Pirates a 5-0 lead and
sent them to their sixth straight win
over the Rockies at Coors Field.

Dlall WLCH & dUOWEd 12N runs
three innings at San Diego. It look
as if his spot in the rotation ju
might be in jeopardy.

The game was halted for 30 ms
utes by a downpour with two outs
the second and a 2-2 count on Bet
with Mark Reynolds at third. On t
first pitch after the delay, Bet
bunted the ball foul for a strikeout.

Colorado scored its only run of t
game in the seventh on a fielder
choice by Gerardo Parra.

Starling Marte finished the gar
with a single. -The last time Mar
was at Coors Field he went 13 f
20 and tied the club record for me
hits in a four-game series, a fe
accomplished by Pie Traynor

1928.
TRAINER’S ROOM
Pirates: OF Andrew McCutche
got the day off after playing Sund;
in a 13-inning win at Arizona th
lasted more than 5 bours. “Som

Caldwell

Continued from Page B1

five, a key hit or play in the field never
materialized to get them over the
hump.

It was only the second loss in 12
starts for River. The Pilots return to
action today at Bamnesville.

“It was an entertaining game. Both
teams hit the ball well. We just could-
n’t get that clutch hit when we needed
it,” Romick said. “In the later innings, I
thought we hurt ourselves by not being
able to keep their leadoff hitters off
base.

“I have never seen a more inconsis-
tent sirike zone by the home umpire for
both teams. Hitters did not what it

was,” he continued. “But it was a wel
played game by both sides. We lost to
good team,”

Brennen Sailing wielded a hot b:
for the 12-4 Redskins. The senior sex
ond baseman delivered four hits -
two doubles and two singles.

Clark also enjoyed a big night
the plate for the winners, drilling a pa
of singles to go with his three-run dov
ble. Redskin shortstop Austin Mettle
lined an RBI double while Helle
helped his own cause with an RBI sir
gle.

Trey Isaly had a double and singl
for the Pilots while Clay Jones regis

Brady

Continued from Page B1

and continue tc

contest over the Indianapo-
lis Colts, 45-7, and then
won the Super Bowl.

Soon after the ruling,
Republican presidential
candidate. Donald Trump
opened a campaign rally in
Rhode Island by sticking-up
for Brady, a longtime friend
and golfing buddy.

“First of all let’s start by
saying leave Tom Brady
alone. Leave him alone.
Leave him alone he’s a
great guy,” Tramp said.
“It’s enough. It’s enough.”

The ruling can be
appealed to the ful} 2nd
Circuit or to the U.S.
Supreme Court, but it
would likely be a steep and
time-consuming climb even
if the courts took the unpsu-
al step to consider it

In & majority opinion
written by Judge Barrington
D. Parker, the 2nd Cjrcuit

enid ite reavieaw Af Talnr

to determining whether the
arbitration proceedings and
award met the minimum
legal standards established
by the Labor Management
Relations Act.”

The 2nd Circuit $aid the
contract between players
and the NFL gave the com-
missioner authority that
was “especially broad.”

“Even if an arbitrator
makes mistakes of fact or
law, we may not disturb an
award so long as he acted
within the bounds of his
bargained-for authority,”
the court said,

In a dissent, Chief Judge
Robert Katzmann said
Goodell failed to even con-
sider a “highly relevant”
alternative penalty.

“I am troubled by the
Commissioner’s decision to
uphold the unprecedented
four-game suspension,”

gy e e T3

players’ rights a
integrity of the g

NFL spokesr
McCarthy said
riled Goodell act
ly in cases inv¢
integrity of the g

“That authorit!
recognized by m
and has been ¢
incorporated i1
collective h:
agreement bet
NFL and NFLP
past 40 years,”
Said.

The appeals r
lows a Septembe
by Manhattar
Richard Berman
against the leagi
Brady skip the s
Iast season, Gooc
ed the suspens
deserved.

The appeals co
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WHEELING - You
know what they say about
paybacks.
Wheeling Central exacted
a little revenge Monday

Lisa’s Field in a Tom Bech-
tel Ohio Valley Athletic

Conference Class 2-A soft-

ball tournament semifinal.
The Tigers had defeated the
Maroon Knights in last
year’s semifinals before

when it rolled past Shady- falling in the championship

Donahue

Continued from Page B1

The Irish had seven hits in the game, but three of those
came in the fourth. They got a one-out double from Tay-
lor Lowe in the seventh, but she moved no further as
Abbey Mele got a fly out to center and a ground out to
second to end the game.

“The first inning kind of doomed us because the two
runs (Bishop) scored, they should have never got,” St.
John Central head coach Jerry Magistro said. *“We came
back hitting, but we just weren’t able to put it together
consistently. It was like a hit here and a hit there. Bishop
is o good-hitting team, so we knew we’d have to score
some runs to keep up.”

Donahue’s offense was ignited by lead-off hitter Mad-
die Menendez. She had two singles and a double. South
had two hits and Polinski had two RBIs.

St. John’s offense was sparked by talented freshman
Madison DeLuca. She had two doubles, a single and a
RBI Kate Lovinski had a RBI double in the first. Haley
LaMotte also had two hits.

MADONNA simply overwhelmed Conotton Valley
thanks to hard-throwing pitcher Katie Gasvoda.

She fanned eight, walked none and was a check-swing
single to right away from a perfect game.

“Katie pitched a great game,” Madonna head coach
Chris Conti said. “Our offense kicked in tonight, too.”

The Blue Dons certainly gave Gasvoda plenty of run
support. They scored three in the third and posted five
more in the fourth. Sophia Recrosio had a RBI double and
a RBI single, while senior Taylor Thompson delivered a
pair of singles, double and drove in a run. Becea Holt had
two singles.

“We've told the girls all year that if you can put up
some offense behind Katie’s pitching and you're going to
win a lot of games,” Conti continued.

The game time and field for the championship game
hasn’t been determined.

Central

Continued from Page B1
ball in play and see what happens.”

Fourth-seeded Shadyside (16-6) took a 1-0 lead in the -

top of first when Kaitlyn Weaver lined a leadofT triple
over the left fielder's head. She raced home on Karly
Klug’s one-out groundout. However, the Tigers could
only muster two more hits — a single by Weaver in the
third and an Alyx Baker double in the fifth.

Inside the circle, Bennington struck out 10 without
walking a batter. Shadyside scored an unearned run in the
fifth.

“Riley and Marissa (Garlitz) have been terrific all
year,” Magruder praised of his two co-aces. “When it
comes to crunch time, they seem to turn it up a notch.
They're having fun, but they also know when to be
focused.”

The Maroon Knights pounded out 18 hits, with Ben-
nington helping herself with three singles and a triple that
produced a run, Garlitz added a trio of singles and a dou-
ble that accounted for four runs.

Allie Cook, Olivia Carpenter and Jackson evenly divid-
ed six safeties, with Carpenter and Jackson splitting four
runs batted in,

*“When one girl hits it seems like they all want to hit,”
Magruder ﬂdded “They’ve been doing pretty weIl mth
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Catholic,

“We didn’t have to say
anything to them,” Marpon
Knights coach Rick Magrud-
er said, “They told us, They
started talking about this
game last week, but we told
them we had a game against
Monroe Central (Saturday)

%_lay first.”

railing 1-0 entering the
home half of the fourth
inning, Wheeling Central
{24-0) exploded for four
runs to take a lead it did not
relinquish.

Riley Bennington’s lead-
off triple to right-center got
things started. She scored on
Marissa Garlitz’s single and
Ja’Ehir Jackson's triple to
center made it 2-1. Kaitlyn
Ferns singled in Jackson to
chase the Tigers® Kaitlyn
Weaver from inside the cir-
cle. Julie Padden’s infield
single made it 4-1.

Garlitz made it 6-1 with a
two-run single in the fifth,
and the top seed put the

Olivia Carpenter had a
two-run single, while Ben-
nington, Garlitz and Jackson
added run-scoring base hits,
Hannah Mozingo ended
things with a bloop single
down the right-field line.

“The girls seem more
focused this year. They don’t
get rattled. They just come
and play,” Magruder said.
“They did just like we tell
them. Take your cuts. Put the
ball in play and see what

happens.

ourth-seeded Shadyside
(16-6) took a 1-0 lead in the
top of first when Weaver
lined a leadoff triple over the
left fielder’s head, She raced
home on Karly Klug’s cne-
out groundout. However, the
Tigers mustered two more
hits — a single by Weaver in
the third ang an Alyx Baker
double in the fifth.

Inside the circle, Benning-
ton struck out 10 without
walking a batter., Shadyside
?_cf?ged an unearned run 1n the

ifth.
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Locke throws 6 scot
Pirates put down Rc

DENVER (AP) — Matt Joyce hit
a three-run homer, Jeff Locke threw
§ix scoreless innings and the Pitts-
burgh Pirates beat the Colorado
Rockies 6-1 on Monday night in a
game that was briefly delayed by
rain.

Locke (1-2) allowed five hits as
he bounced back from a clunker in
his last outing. He struck out a sea-
son-high eight, including five on
called third strikes.

That drew the ire of the Rockies,
who weren’t too pleased with home-
plate umpire Lance Barreit’s low
strike zone. Manager Walt Weiss
was ejected after the fourth for argu-
ing and outfielder Ryan Rabum fol-
lowed in the six.

Chad Bettis (2-1) had his start
moved up a day with Jorge De La
Rosa under the weather. Bettis gave
up four runs in 6 2/3 innings,

A.J. Schugel picked up his first
major league save by pitching 2 1/3
innings.

Joyce broke the game open in the
seventh with his three-run homer to
left-center off reliever Scott Oberg.
That gave the Pirates a 5-0 lead and
sent them to their sixth straight win
over the Rockies at Coors Field.

Locke cruised through
this game. His only rough
in the fifth when he faced
one-out jam. He fanne
Trevor Story and got Carlc
lez to fly out.

That’s gunite a contrast t
start when he allowed eigi
three innings at San Diego.
as if his spot in the rots
might be in jeopardy.

The game was halted fo.
utes by a downpour with tv
the second and a 2-2 count
with Mark Reynolds at thir
first pitch after the dela
bunted the ball foul for a st

Colorado scored its only
game in the seventh om a
choice by Gerardo Parra.

Starling Marte finished
with a single. The last ti
was at Coors Field he we
20 and tied the club recorc
hits in a fonr-game seric
accomplished by Pie Tr
1928.
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Pirates: OF Andrew M
got the day off after playin
in a 13-inning win at Ari
lasted more than 5 hours

Caldwell

Continued from Page B1

five, a Key hit or play in the field never
materialized to get them over the
hump.

It was only the second loss in 12

was,” he continued. “But it w
played game by both sides. W
good team.”

Brennen Sailing wieldec
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chase the Tigers® Kaitlyn
Weaver from inside the cif-
cle. Julie Padden’s infield
single made it 4-1.

Garlitz made it 6-1 with a
two-run single in the fifth,
and the top seed put the
game away with a six-spot in

Llsb«lﬂ BAI%WLPR k. LYY W ARLATA W
hits — a single by Weaver in
the third and an Alyx Baker
double in the fifth.

Inside the circle, Benning-
ton struck out 10 without
walking a batter. Shadyside
scored an unearned run in the
fifth,

“They’ve been doing pretty
well with that, but they're
doing the little things that
count, as well. Jules (Padden)
is doing a tremendous job as
the No. 2 hitter and Bailey
Rehm ... I couldn’t ask for a
better leadoff hitter. Then

Weaver struck ouf two and
didn’'t walk a batter. Sam
Rosser fanned a pair and
wilked one in relief.

Wheeling Central wiil
meet No. 2 River {22-1) at
12:30 on Saturday for the
title on the same field.

Locke throws 6 scoreless innings,
Pirates put down Rockies 6-1

DENVER (AP) — Matt Joyce hit
a three-run homer, Jeff Locke threw
six scoreless innings and the Pitts-
burgh Pirates beat the Colorado
Rockies 6-1 on Monday night in a
game that was briefly delayed by
rain.

Locke (1-2) allowed five hits as
he bounced back from a clunker in
his last outing. He struck out a sea-
son-high eight, including five on
called third strikes.

That drew the ire of the Rockies,
who weren’t too pleased with home-
plate umpire Lance Barrett’s low
strike zone. Manager Walt Weiss
was ejected after the fourth for argu-
ing and outfielder Ryan Raburn fol-
lowed in the six.

Chad Bettis (2-1) had his start
moved up a day with Jorge De La
Rosa under the weather, Bettis gave
up four runs in 6 2/3 innings.

A.J. Schugel picked up his first
major league save by pitching 2 1/3
innings.

Joyce broke the game open in the
seventh with his three-run homer to
left-center off reliever Scott Oberg.
That gave the Pirates a 5-0 lead and
sent them to their sixth straight win
over the Rockies at Coors Field.

L.ocke cruised through most of
this game. His only rough patch was
in the fifth when he faced a two-on,
one-out jam. He fanned rookie
Trevor Story and got Carlos Gonza-
lez to fly out.

That’s quite a contrast to his last
start when he allowed eight runs in
three innings at San Diego. It looked
as if his spot in the rotation just
might be in jeopardy.

The game was halted for 30 min-
utes by a downpour with two outs in
the second and a 2-2 count on Bettis
with Mark Reynolds at third. On the
first pitch after the delay, Bettis
bunted the ball foul for a strikeout.

Colorado scored its only run of the
game in the seventh on a fielder’s
choice by Gerardo Parra.

Starling Marte finished the game
with a single. The last time Marte
was at Coors Field he went 13 for
20 and tied the club record for most
hits in a four-game series, a feat
accomplished by Pie Traynor in
1928,

TRAINER’S ROOM

Pirates: OF Andrew McCutchen
got the day off after playing Sunday
in a I3-inning win at Arizona that
lasted more than 5 hours. “Some-

body brought up he’s the only one
not to sit a game yet. 1 said, *Well,
let’s do that,”" manager Clint Hurdle
explained.

Rockies: OF Charlie Blackmon
(turf toe) is scheduled to play seven
innings Tuesday and a full game
Wednesday for Class A Modesto. If
he progresses well, Blackmoen could
be reinstated from the DL on Friday
in Arizona.

ROCKIES MOVES

Colorado reinstated catcher Nick
Hundley (concussion) from the dis-
abled list and optioned struggling
right-hander Jordan Lyles to Triple-
A Albuquerque. The team also
recalled Oberg from Albuquerque
and optioned catcher Dustin Garneau
to the Isotopes.

UP NEXT

Pirates: RHP Gerrit Cole (1-2)
looks for his second win in a row
when he faces the Rockies on Tues-
day. He went 19-8 with a 2.60 ERA
a season ago as he finished fourth in
the NL Cy Young voting,

Rockies: De La Rosa (1-2) is
recovered from the stemach flu and
will start, He’s 1-1 with an 8.44
ERA in two starls at Coors Field this
season

Caldwell

Continued from Page B1

five, a key hit or play in the field never
materialized to get them over the
huamp.

it was only the second foss in 12
starts for River. The Pilots return to
action today at Barnesville.

“It was an entertaining game. Both
teams hit the ball well. We just could-
n't get that clutch hit when we needed
it,” Romick said. “In the later innings, T
thought we hurt ourselves by not being
able to keep their leadoff hitters off
base.

“] have never seen a more inconsis-
tent strike zone by the home umpire for
both teams. Hitters did not what it

was,” he continued. “But it was a well-
played game by both sides. We lost to a
good team.”

Brennen Sailing wielded a hot bat
for the 12-4 Redskins. The senior sec-
ond baseman delivered four hits —
two doubles and two singles,

Clark also enjoyed a big night at
the plate for the winners, drilling a pair
of singles to go with his three-run dou-
ble. Redskin shortstop Austin Mettler
lined an RBI double while Heller
helped his own cause with an RBI sin-
gle.

Trey Isaly had a double and single
for the Pilats while Clay Jones regis-

tered two singles and an RBI. Zac
Smith and Chase Wichterman each had
RBI singles for the hosts,

Wichterman started on the hill for
River. He gave way to Lukas Isaly with
two outs in the fourth. Wichterman had
two strikeouts and a walk. Isaly struck
out two and walked four.

Caldwell broke a 5-5 tie in the
sixth inning, scoring what proved-to-be
the game winning run thanks to a River
miscue.

Clark opened the frame with a sin-
gle. He stole second and moved to third
on a bunt. Clark came home via an
infield error on a groundball,

Brady

Continued from Page B1

contest over the Indianapo-
lis Colts, 45-7, and then
won the Super Bowl.

Soon after the ruling,
Rannhlican presidential

to determining whether the
arbitration proceedings and
award met the minimum
legal standards established
bv the T.abor Management

and continue to fight for
players’ rights and for the
integrity of the game.” '

NFL spokesman Brian
McCarthy said the court

but hasn’t made a start.

At oral arguments in
March, appeals judges
seemed skeptical of argu-
ments on Brady’s behalf
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Buckeye Trail Blanks Bellaire in OVAC 3-A

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer
G — There will be no
repeat for Bellaire in the Tom Bech-
tel Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Class 3-A softball tournament,

The Big Reds (12-9) continued
their downward %pum Tuesday when
they dropped a 6-0 decision to sec-
ond-seeded Buckeye Trail (19-2) in
A semifinal contest on Lisa’s Field at
the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex.
It marked the fifth straight loss for
Bellaire.

"The game was a matchup of state-
ranked squads in the latest Ohio
Division I coaches poll. Buckeye
Trail was No. 8, two spots ahead of
Bellaire,

After Bellaire left a pair of run-
ners on in the top of the first, Buck-
eye Trail didn’t waste any time in
taking a 1-0 lead in the bottom of
the inning.

Brooke Colvin reached on an
error leading off and went to second
on a passed ball. With two outs,
Hannah Smith lined a shot to center
that scored Colvin. However, Smith
was gunned down trying for second
on a strong throw from Bellaire
catcher Mary Garloch. The Warriors
made it 2-0 in the second on Alli
McVicker’s two-out single,

“In the beginning of the game we
got ourselves behind by making a
couple of errors and Buckeye Trail
capitalized on them,” Bellaire coach

Melissa Lahna said. “They’ve got a
good baliciub. There’s no doubt
about that.”

Buckeye Trail made it 6-0 in the
third and chased Bellzire starter
Sarah McAninch in the process.

Colvin tripled leading off and
scored on her sister — Amber
Colvin’s — single. Alexis Wheeler
reached on an infield single and
Jenni Carmichael singled in another
run with one out. Randi Rippeth was
hit with a pitch to load the bases and
Madéline Rodriguez made it 5-0
with a single that sent McAninch
from the circle. A bases-loaded walk
to McVicker completed the scoring.

Bellaire left 10 runners on bases,
including three in the seventh.

“They hit the ball when they
needed to and we can’t string togeth-
er any hits. We left eight ranners on
(in a 1-0 loss to East Liverpool
Monday) and I don’t know how
many we left in scoring position
tonight?

“We’ve got to find it again,.
There's a lot of games left. We'll get
back in it.”

Buckeye Trail will meet
Steubenville Catholic for the title
Saturday.

Burgettstown 10, Weir 3

WEIRTON .— Courtney Kacz-
marek doubled in two runs while
Maddie Dilullo doubled in another,
but it wasn't enough as Weir fell to
Burgettstown.

Alivia Rosnick fanned seven for
the Red Riders,

' BASEBALL

Bishop Donahue 3, Bridgeport 0

MOUNDSVILLE — David
Benzel came on in relief and struck
out six in three innings to earn a vie-
tory as Bishop Donahue blanked
Bridgeport.

Andrew Rush went the first three
and fanned four and Chris Barry
struck out one in the seventh as the
trio combined on a two-hit shutout.

Doug Clark paced the Bishops
(15-5) offense with a pair of singles.

Art Mancuso was the hard-luck

-loser for the Bulldogs, going the dis-

tance and striking out one while
scattering six hits.
Edison 5, Steub, Catholic 1

RICHMOND - Zac Kramarich
went the distance and fanned four to
pick up a victory as Edison downed
Steubenville Catholic.

Tanner Evans paced a 15-hit
Wildcats attacked with a singl, dou-
ble and three RBI. Bryce Piatt drove
in a run while Larry Bielawski had
three singles. Nick Sinicropi and
Collin Scoft had two hits apiece.

Luke Neary doubled in the Cru-
saders run while Tony Barber and
Chris Smith had two hits each.
Martins Ferry 11, Indian Creek 1

MARTINS FERRY - Dalton
Hoover had two hits, including a
double, and two RBI as Martins
Ferry downed Indian Creek in six

innings.

Cade Lloyd added a double and
an RBI for the Purple Riders, who
broke open the game with a four-run
third inning.

Union Local 12, Buckeye Trail 2

OLD WASHINGTON - Nick
Bilyeu smacked two hits and drove
in three runs and Cody Ray had two
hits and two RBI to help power
Union Local past Buckeye Trail,

Ty Kildow also laced two hits for
the jets, as did Timmy Powell,

Weir 12, St. Clairsville 5

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Chris
Gillette had three hits and three RBI
as Weir handed St. Clairsville its
second straight loss,

‘The Red Riders {12-7) pounded
out 14 hits, including seven doubles,
in sending the Red Devils to their
third loss of the campaign. Weir
scored five runs in the fourth inning
10 take command.

Cody Goletz had two hits and
three RBI for the Red Devils (14-3).
John Marshall 3, Bellaire 2
GLEN DALE - Criss Purcell
belted three doubles and drove home
two runs to help John Marshall edge

Bellaire.

Austin Skrzyneki and Dereck
Hess both laced two singles for the
Monarchs.

John Crawford and mason Ram-
ieqy both knocked in runs for Bel-
aire.
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Wheeling Central’s Allie Cook reaches for a throw to force out
Saturday afternoon during the Tom Bechtet Ohio Valley Athle

Photo by Kim North

River’s Brissa Marshall in the top of the eighth inning
tic Conference Class 2-A Softball Champienship.

Wheeling Central Downs
River In Extras, 2-1

By KIM NORTH
For the News-Register
WHEELING — There was a lot of
hype surrounding Saturday afternoon’s
Tom Bechtel Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference Class 2A championship
l%ame. And why not? The two teams
ad n combined record of 48-1 enter-
ing the contest.
The contest certainly lived up to its
billing, and more.
Kaitlyn Ferns’ bad-hop infield sin-
gle with two outs in the bottom of the
ninth inning allowed pinch runner Bai-

Bishops Fall

ley Nixon to score the winning run as
top-seeded Wheeling Central (25-0)
remained unbeaten with a thrilling, 2-
1, decision over No. 2 River (24-2)
before an overflow crowd at Lisa's
Field at the J.B, Chambers I-470

Complex.
“What a game!” Wheeling Central
coach Rick Magruder said. “We knew

coming in they (River) were a good
team. You don't win 24 games by
being bad. They’ve got a great pitcher
and their defense is unbelievable. You
can’t say enough nbout them or our

girls. It was two teams they kept bat-
tling. Neither one wanted fo lose and
in a game like this, it's a shame that
someone had to lose.”

Marissa Garlitz reached on a field-
er’'s choice with two outs and Nixon
was inserted as a runner for Garlitz.
Jai’Ehir Jackson lined a single to right
as Nixon went to third. After Jackson
stole second uncontested, Ferns ripped
a shot off the glove of River first base-
man Bailey Caldwell.

See, Central, Page B3
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Bishops Fall
to Blue Dons

WHEELING — It was about 2 week and a half ago |
that the Bishog Donahue softball team was a few
games under .500. Within a blink of an eye, the Bish-
ops rolled their way into the OVAC Class 1-A title
1%amﬁ against No. 1 seed Madonna. The Bishoi)s,

owever, had a ﬂ]e of costly errors and the Blue
Dons capitalized and took the hardware in a 6-3 victo-
gy at the 1-470 Fields Saturday afiernoon. It was the
ust time in school history that-Madonna won back-
to-back ttles. '

“It was a hard-fought game,” Blue Dons (16-5)
coach Chris Conti said. “1 knew (Bishop Coach) Curt

(Mele) is a great coach and Abbey’s (Mele) a great
pitcher. They never quit and I told my girls all week if

you.

had some key hits in good situations.”

By RICK THORP
For the News-Register

WHEELING — Every time
Wheeling Park and John Mar-
shall get together for a high
school softball game, it has the
potential to be a dsde;I

The Patriots and Monarchs
had met twice this spring, with
each team prevailing on its
home field.

Park blanked JM, 3-0, in the
April 18th meeting at the I.B.
Chambers Youth Sports Com-
plex and was looking for a
. repeat there in Saturday’s Class
5A championship tilt at the
Tom Bechtel OVAC Champi-
onships. ‘

The Monarchs had different
ideas.

JM thwarted a gair of early

See, Bishops, Page B2

Bishop Donzhue’s Jewel Purpura swings at a | head coach Ed West said as
pitch during the 1-A OVAC Championship game, | raindrops started to fall. *‘I’'m

o . et . || Patriot threats then pushed
. ~w o ®o . & across the winning run in the
o e . LN o sixth to prevail, 3-2, to capture .
c s T e et T T e its fifth straight ‘‘big school"
et Lo e e et | erown and 12th overall,

Photo by Kyle Lutz “It feels great,”” Monarchs

Photo by Kyle Lutz

you get a lead on them, they'll come right back on | John Marshall pitcher Lauren Garcia scoops up a grounder
% told my girls, *You have to keep coming back | 8nd looks to thow to first as Mary Tennant looks on.

at them because they will keep comjnv% at you. You : '
have to play hard for seven innings.” We did (Satur-
day). My credit to the girls at Bishop Donahue. We ges ar

just glad the girls came
through. They deserved this.
I'm really pleased in thejr per-
formance.'

With the score knotted 2-2,
the contest became a chess
match in the Bottom of the
sixth. Right away, the Mon-
archs (21-5) had all the right
moves.

Mary Tennant led off the
inning with a blast to center
that resulted in a standup dou-
ble. Moments later, with Katie
Whorton pinchrunning, Wheel-
ing Park pitcher Makenzie
Amend uncorked a wild pitch
allowing Whorton to scoot to
third

With one out, Amend nicked
Maddy Mayle, sending her to
first and putting runners at the
corners with no outs. That sat
the stage for pitcher Lauren
Garcia.

Garcia sent a shot to first.
She grounded out, but Whaorton
scored on the play.

See, Monarchs, Page B2
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AL pur the score at- 5-34,
“We have nothing han
out heads about,” Cuacﬁ
Mele said. “We played hard
and with as much effort as
we could give. Give credit
to Chris and his progfam,
We just had too many
errors. It's the same old
saying, ‘You have errors

as . a team. We're starfing to
hit our stride right now. The
good thing is what I told the
%i;ls. We got them again on
esday for sectionals,”
Maddie Menendez led
off with a single for the
Bishops while South also
supplied a hit. Hope Ruza
brought home two runs

not me. 1 put the girls
together and do what I have
to do. They have to play the
game. Last year we won
and 1 had a very good team
and I have 4 pood team this
year. When you have a
pitcher like Katie, you're
going to win a [ot of
games.”

MONARCHS

Continued from page Bl

‘‘Mary has really come
around as a hitter from the
beginning of the season to
the end of the season,”” West
said of Tennant, who record-
ed one of only two JM hits
on the day. ‘*She’s been hit-
ting a ton and I'm glad to see
her geta hit there to set us
up.’

Garcia took control from
there. She retired the side in
the top of the seventh to seal
the victory. She finished
with 10 strikeouts.

*‘I thought she wasn't
quite as sharp as she has
: been,”” West noted, *‘but she

«+ pitched well at the end.

i . ‘‘She got in a couple of
jams and pitched herself out
of them. I'm proud of her.
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She ditn’t waver."”
With two away in the first,
the Patriots (14-12) loaded
the bases as Kat Donzella
and Ateria Walker drew
walks sandwiched around an
Amend hit to center, But
Garcia struck out Hannah
Archer to end the threat.

Then, in the third, Laral
Saunders and Kelsey Chaca-
los reached on a hit and an
eITor, Tespectively, to start
the inning. Neither advanced
as the next three batters went
down in order.

All told, Park left eight
runners stranded in the
game.

“We left some girls on
base that we -shouldn’t
have,”” Wheeling Park head

10lf courses for one fantastic price!
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coach Pat Durkin said.

Park’s fortunes turned in
the fifih. Saunders started the
inning with an infield single
to third. After a Chacalos
groundout moved her to sec-
ond, Donzella was intention-
ally walked.

ith Amend batting, both
runners moved up on a
passed bail, Amend then
rounded out, allowing
aunders to score (rimming
the Patriots’ deficit to one.

Danzella moved to third.

With Walker at the plate,
a passed ball allowed
Donzella to race home, tying
the game,

It was a really %ond

ame by us, I thought,”

est said. *‘Iwas a litt%e dis-
agﬁgmted in the two passed
balls we had that set up their
two runs. But, other than
that, T thought we played
really well.”

Park looked to have the
momentum, and in the sixth
seemed to be on the verge of
grabbing the lead.

Skylar Minzler ended up
at third with one out follow-
ing a single and a sacrifice
bunt. Megan Stanford came
10 the plate and laid down a
squeeze as Minzler raced
home from third.

There was close play at
the plate, with Minzler ruled
out, Saunders struck out to
end the inning.

*Our defense Played
well,”” West said. I fold
(the team) if we Played well
on defense we'd win the
game. I knew it'd be a close
game, and it was.”

Durkin is looking forward
to possibly playing the Mon-
archs again in a West Vir-

inia Class AAA Region I

al in a few weeks,

‘“That squeeze play at the
plate, I'd Tike to see 4 repla
of that,”” Durkin said smjﬁ
ing. ‘‘That should’ve been
the tying run,

. "*But, our girls played
well. JM has a nice team.
One of us will probably go
to the state tournament,”
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Marting Ferry’s boys, which tan a limited
cast because of the prom, was led by the
individual victory of junior Jacob Bish%p.
He ran four {aps in 4:35.38 to win the 1600
meter run.

Shadyside freshman Chase Stewart
claimed the 3200 meter run in 10:28.47.

Magnolin’s Brooks Parsons won the 400
meter dash in 52.07. ,

The OVAC Track and Field Champi-
onship opens Monday at Red Devil Stadium
in St. Clairsville with qualifying rounds.

ss. It will also allow
dy to recover physi-
nd psychologically.
iive recovery is
nothing. Stoppin
ining session or fin-
an athletic event and
ymplete rest without
movement. Current
h is starting to show
nefit with this type
very secondary fo its
y to enhance any

Then some stretching
and/or a massage would be
very beneficial for recov-
ery of muscle tissue and
waste elimination after
strenuous exercise.

It would also be impor-
tant to note not to complete
strenuous exercise the day
after an athletic event.
Rather & very light workout
at 50% of the normal
workout load,

ogical or physio- As a general rule of

recovery, thumb one should leave the
omplete active training facility feeling bet-
'y after a half ter than when they entered,

on one would con-

+ Jog but slow down
e by ' for about
nutes,
.slow down the

a walk and contin-
fother three min-

VEN SPRINGS

In conclusion, athietes
need to take care of their
bodies before, during and
after strenuous training ses-

* sions or athletic events.
Active recovery is an
excetlent option for post
exercise recovery.

FTAIN RESORT

i

Photo by Seth Staskey

Linsly first baseman Flold Giddings is congratulated by head coach Jay Cartwright
after he connected on a two-run home run during the t{urd inning.

LINSLY

Continued from page B1

He raced home on a fielder’s choice
when the Fort threw down to first after a
strikeout,

Jacob Murray resumed the hit parade
with a solid single, which set the {able
for powerful first baseman Floid Gid-
dings. He took a Bradford fastball dee
over the left-field fence for his sixt
home run of the spring. :

“I am really pleased with our kids at
the .plate,” Cartwright said. “John
Michae] Brunner, our hitting coach, has
done an unbelievable job. We’re not
chasing pitches, working counts and driv-

ing the ball.

We’ve got some big, strong guys, who
can hit the ball hard.”

With eight runs in his hip pocket,
Goodnight was simply looking for outs in
the next five innings. He finished the job,
allowing two ruans. He struck out Just
five, but Linsly played error-free defense,

“Logan provides such a boost for us,”
Cartwright said.

“He was outstanding. He's a four-year
letterman and he’s been pitching out-
standing baseball. He has outstanding

velocity and control,”

MONARCHS
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Being down by two runs,
that's what the Bishops

"(12-12) did. In the third

inning, Abbey Mele tallied
a sinéle followed by Som-
mer South getting on base
after a fielder's choice on a
force out to third. Hope
Ruza made the score 3-2
with an RBI single.

Jewel ura then hit a
blooper that found an open-
ing to put across the tying
run at 3-3,

Madonna responded in
the fourth inning, With the
Bishops being able to get
two quick outs, Taylor
Thompson belted a double.
She was then brought home
by Katie Gasvoda. Court-
ney Kaczmarek tallied her
second single of the fame
thut&’ut the score at 5-3,

“We have nothing han
out heads about,” Coacﬁ
Mele said. “We played hard
and with as much effort as
we could give. Give credit
to Chris and his program.
We just had too many
errors. It's the same old
saying, ‘You have errors

against a good team and it
Jjust comes back to haunt
yOm111

One of the Bishops errors
came in the first inning,
Sarah Travlingo put down a
grounder in between first
and second. The ball got
between two Bishops and
Madonna tallied two runs to
put the score at 3-1, In the
sixth inning, the Blue Dons
scored their final run aI;t“erlg
drop pop up in the infie
by rie Bﬁihops.

“We were a program
with two seniors on the
team,” Mele said. “We
started three freshmen. No
one expected us to even be
playing in the OVAC
Championship. These girls
have really come together
as a team. We're starting to
hit our stride right now. The
good thing is what I told the
%Jrls. We got them again on

esday for sectionals.”

Maddie Menendez led
off with a single for the
Bishops while South also
supplied a hit. Hope Ruza
brought home two runs

along with her hit while
Jamie Emery and Josie
Bonar both had one single,

For the Blue Dons, fresh-
man catcher Sophia Recro-
sio had a career day with a
double and two singles.
Thompson belted a single
and 4 double while Kacz-
marek had three singles,

Travalingo, Megan Boni-
ti and Gianna Mascio all
had singles as well. Gasvo-
da went the distance in the
circle firing six strikeouts.

“It’s a great feeling,”
Conti said about winning
back-to-back champi-
onships. “I’ve been coach-
ing here for 23 years and I
won one in ‘08 and then
won two back to back. But
my hats off to the girls. It's
not me. I put the girls
together and do what I have
to do. They have to play the
game. Last year we won
and I had a very good team
and I have & good team this
year. When you have a
pitcher like Katie, you're
going to win a Jot of
games.”

Continued from page B1
‘‘Mary has really come

around as a hitter from the
beginning of the season to
the end of the season,” West
said of Tennant, who record-
ed one of onl
on the day. ‘‘She’s been hit-
ting a ton and I'm glad to see
her get a kit there to set us
u '!

two JM hits

Garcin took control from

there. She retired the side in
the top of the seventh to seal
the victory. She finished
- with 10 strikeonts,

‘I thought she wasn’t

quite as sharp as she has

She didn’t waver.”*

With two away in the first,
the Patriots (14-12) loaded
the bases as Kat Donzella
and Ateria Walker drew
walks sandwiched around an
Amend hijt to center. But
Garcin struck out Hannah
Archer to end the threat,

Then, in the third, Laral
Saunders and Kelsey Chaca-
los reached on a hit and an
error, respectively, to start
the inning. Neither advanced
as the next three batters went
down in order.

All told. Park left eioht

coach Pat Durkin said.
Park’s fortunes turned in
the fifth. Saunders started the
inning with an infield single
to third. After a Chacalos
groundout moved her to sec-
ond, Donzells was intention-
ally watked.
ith Amend batting, both
runners moved up on a
passed ball. Amend then
grounded out, allowing
aunders to score trimming
the Patriots’ deficit to one,
Donzella moved to third.
With ‘«’o/a]ker1 at th‘q plate,

o mannaAd LN
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director recalls
days at J-S

MARTINS FERRY — A former
Jewett-Scio High head basketball
coach has been appointed to a newly
created statewide position.

Tom Barrick, who coached the
Vikings for four seasons in the late
1980s, has been chosen as the first
executive director for the Ohio
High School Basketball Coaches
Association. _ .

He is currently head coach at
Eastern Beaver High School in Pike
County after a long and successful
tenure at Wheelersburg High.

“The executive director's position
was developed to help handle some
of the business dealings of the associ-
ation. Over the past 30 years, the
OHSBCA has become a huge organi-
zation. We had 3,724 coaches in our
asscciation this year,” Barrick said.
“We also have some huge sponsor-
ships with some of the major busi-
nesses in the sporting world —
Rawlings, Gatorade, Ohic Army

LN PRV R, ammaenl a DL m i A YEFL_C
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ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Amaya Smith, ri%ht, is congratulated by
her older sister, Adrian, after the Red Devils defeated Martins
Ferry, 1-0, for the Tom Bechtel Ohio Valley Athlstic Conferance
Class 4A Softball Cham7pionshlps on Saturday on Lisa's Fleld at
the J.B. Chambers [-470 Complex in Wheeling. Amaya Smith
had a dozen strikeouts, allowed just two hits and knocked in the
game-winning run.

ftball C

ionshi

St. C. fights off
Ferry for 4A
softball crown

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sporis Writer

WHEELING — For first time in more than two decades, St.

| Clairsville has won an Ohio Valley Athletic Conference soft-

ball championship. It was the third title overall, but first since
1995.

The Red Devils (20-1) avenged their lone loss of the season
to rival Martins Ferry with an identical 1-0 victory in the Class
4 A title tilt on Lisa’s Field Saturday morning at the I-470 J.B.
Chambers. The Purple Riders, despite being no-hit, won 1-0 in

the first week of the season.

“This feels amazing,” St. Clairsville head coach Rachel

| Duncan said. “This is one of the goals we set every year and

we've been working towards this all season. I'm just so proud

| of all the girls ... the effort they put forth and the energy they
i played with.

Amaya Smith was once again the story for St. Clairsville,
both inside the circle and at the plate.. The sophomore struck
out a dozen, hit Abby Bumbico twice and allowed just two hits
— a pair of harmless singles by senior Bri Webb. She also
drove in the game’s only run in the bottom of the fourth
inning.

Ses, ST.C., Page B2 )
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Some of that talent has
turned to Wojcik for
advice and counsel. One
of those players, former
Wheeling Park and West
Virginia University stand-
out Corey Walter. Walter
currently plays for the
Oakland A’s Double-A
affiliate Midland Rock-
Hounds

‘*We started working
together when he was 9
and did so through his jun-
ior year in college,”” Woj-
cik said. ‘‘And, every
year, he comes back from
playing, we get together
and converse about how
things are going.

**I also worked with
Scott Goodnight and later
started working with his
son, (Linsly's) Logan
Goodnight.

“*When someone asks
me to give instruction to
their grandkid, that's when
I know it’s time to quit,”
he laughed,

LINSLY THIRD baseman Gage Giovengo reacts after rippln]q__
triple during the third inning of the Cadets' 8-2 victory against

OVAG Class 3A champions

ip game,

T-L. Photo/SETH STASKEY
a run-scoring
ort Frye in the

Linsly

Continued from Page B1

Cadets’ ace Logan Goodnight, the Linsly

offense didn’t stop there,
The Cadets proceeded to
hits ~ five of which were

tp‘ound out six
0

the spring,

r extra bases

“I am really pleased with our kids at the
fate,” Cartwright said, “John Michae]
runner, our hitting coach, has done an

— and score five times to blow the game
open in the third.

Goodnight helped his own canse with a
RBI triple, which scored Tyler Ashbrook,
who had led off the mmné with a double.
Ga%e Giovengo followed Goodnight with a
triple of his own down the left-field line. He
raced home on a fielder’s choice when the
Fort threw down to first after a strikeout.

Jacob Murray resumed the hit parade
with a solid single, which set the table for
powerful first baseman Floid Giddings. He
took a Bradford fastball deep over the
left-field fence for his sixth home run of

unbelievable job. We're not chasing pitches,

working counts and driving the ball. We've

Eot some big, strong guys, who can hit the
all hard.”

With eight runs in his hip pocket, Good-
night was simply locking for outs in the
next five innings. He finished the job,
allowing two runs. He struck out just five,
but Linsly played error-free defense,

“Logan provides such a boost for us,”
Cartwright said. “He was outstanding. He's
a four-year letterman and he’s been pitching
outstanding baseball. He has outstanding
velocity and control.”

St. C.

Continued from Page B1

“I knew I could get them
if I had my rise ball work-
ing,” Smith, who has now
charted 41 strikeouts in
three games against Martins
Ferry, said. *I knew I was

: . going to get them today.”
:l;eeh_ng J:ggléa‘ﬁg Duncan was impressed
ngle, base error on the infield, putting runners

on second and third.
what “That seventh inning is one of the rea-
l. “It  sons why coaches end up with gray hairs,”
a hit, Sliva smiled. * -
hits, = Evans {Promptly laced a single through
the infield, scoring two runs.
sin-  However, Blomquist beared down and
top. gota ground out to end the game.
er in “Early in the gome, we had some run-
ast a ners on and we weren't able to capitalize,”
Edison head coach Mike Collopy said.
:nth, “We can always look back and say, *what
if?” But, you have to give a lot of credit to
cott, St. Clairsville. It just didn’t go our way
irel- today. Our guys competed every single
fwo- pitch.”

with Smith’s effort.

“Amaya was absolutely
powerful in the circle
today. She had so much
command and Kept their
hitters under control,” Dun-
‘can explained. “Her control
was absolutely outstanding.
That is huge for her. She
was definitely on her game
today.”

The Purple Riders (15-7)
managed just four baserun-
ners all game. Bumbico
made it to third with two
outs in the top of the sec-
ond, but Smith got a strike-
out to end that threat. No
other runner reached sec-
ond, ’

“I think we knew the
game was going to be like
this. Both teams have great
gitchers," Martins Ferry

ead coach Paige Williams
said. “Offensively, both
teams are good hitting
teamns and both play decent
in the field.”

St. Clairsville had but.

one runner through three

innings against Martins
Ferry  senior Shaye
DeLeonardis. However, the
Red Devils broke throngh
in the fourth when fresh-
man Taylor Gallentine
legged on an infield single
to the hole at short. She
stole second before being
sacrificed to third on a per-
fect bunt by senior Jolyn
Shunk, who was safe when
the throw went to third try-
ing to get Gallentine.

The Purple Riders were
on the verge escaping the
jam when Adrian Smith’s
bunt was caught by
DeLeonardis, who threw to
Bumbico covering first for
2 double play. Amaya
Smith was behind 0-2 in
the count before lofting a
soft single into right-center
that easily scored Gallen-
tine,

“T knew I could do it. I
was a little nervous,
though, but I had to do it
for my teammates,” Smith
said of the winning single.

Smith finished by retir-
ing the final five Purple
Riders and 17 of the last-19
she faced. She recorded at’
least one strikeout in all
seven frames, and fanned
the side in the fifth. She
threw 90 pitches, with 73
being strikes. She also a
first-pitch strike to 18 of
the 25 batters she faced.

DeLeonardis struck out
four and walked only one.
She was touched up for
half-a-dozen hits.

Bree Bennington had a
single and double for St.
Clairsville,

Martins Ferry’s defense
kept it in the game while
the bats were silent.

Williams admitted that
this loss will sting for some
time.

*This will be a hard one
to overcome,” she said.
“This was our main goal,
not that the sectionals
aren’t important, but some-
times it’s better to get beat
10-0 than 1-0.”

OHSBCA

Continued from Page B1

His inaugural Pirates’
squad advanced to the state
title game, bowing to

Nrrvilla 7 1.3

nlan

Association, becoming the
first Ohio coach to serve in
this role. He also serves on

s

is to develop better rela-
tionships with the media, so
we highlight some of the



“We also have some huge sponsor-
ships with some of the major busi-
nesses in the sporting world —
Rawlings, Gatorade, Ohio Army
National Guard and Shoot-A-Way,
etc.y The executive director is going
to be working closely with these
businesses to strengthen our relation-
ships. The executive director will
also work on strengthening the infra-
structure of the organization.” -

Barrick takes great pride in his
appointment and understands the
importance that it carries.

“The OHSBCA is one of the

three largest coaching associations in
the nation behind Texas and Michi-
gan. So any job with the OHSBCA is
2uite on honor. Of course to be the
st executive director is something
special in itself but with it comes a
lot of unique challenges,” Barrick
noted. “The roles and expectations of
the ﬁositjon are still being developed
so there are a lot of uncertainties.
Hopefully, with the guidance of
OHSBCA leadership, the executive
director will be a major spokesman
for the association as well as the con-
tact person for business related mat-
ters.’

Barrick launched his coaching
career in 1985 as an assistant to Dan
Liedike at Fort Frye. His stay in Bev-
erly lasted all of one year,

He subsequently accepted the
head coaching job at Jewett-Scio,
proving the springboard for his hall
of fame career. The Coshocton native
took over a down-trodden program
and turped it into a well-respected
and competitive outfit,

“1 remember a lot about my Jew-
ett-Scio days and it is fond memaries.
We struggled our first couple years at
J-5 but I am 50 thankful for that time.
It truly taught me that I didn't know
much about coaching and I had to do
a lot of work to get better. Regardless
1 had some of the best kids ever at J-
S,” Barrick said. *Last spring when [
was being honored by the OHSBCA,
1 actually had three players from my
J-§ teams attend that awards ceremo-
ny. It had been 26 years since I
coached at J-S and they still came to
the ceremony. It goes io show. you
- how special of kids they were. One of
the guys drove in from North Caroli-
na the day of the ceremony, one of
them still lives in Jewett and runs the
biddy basketball program there and
one is a girls basketball coach.

“I still have coaching friends
, from the Ohio Valley. Joec Dunlevy
(Indian Creek) was one of the guys
who befriended me in my early years
when 1 was struﬁgliug. have never
forgotten that. Joe is a great high
schaol basketball coach and a great
person,” he added. “Shoot.... I
remember coaching aEainst the
Masloski twins from Buckeye Local.
There were some great teams and
great Flaycrs in the Valley those
years. [ still have friends (and family)
1n Harrison County.” )

His effarts in Harrison County
landed him the head coaching job at

Morgan High School, where he again
avhihitad hic ahility tn hinild a

g mema) e saiaswas Caspuer

Ciass 4 Scfthall Ghaimpionships n Satiday on Lisas Flald af rove in the game’s only
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had a dozen strikeouts, allow
game-winning run.

just two hits and knocked in the
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Seven-run sixth_ lifts St. C.to 4A b

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

STEUBENVYILLE - St. Clairsville
head coach Tom Sliva's senior class has
won a lot of games and racked up a lot of
accomplishments during its basebail career.

The veteran Red Devils’ skipper could-
n’t recall a time, however, that he’s seen
his team any more excited or happy.

And nghtfull{ so, teo.

The Red Devils got off the deck to
defeat Edison, 7-6, and capture the OVAC
Class 4A championship Saturday afterncon
at Vaccaro Field on the campus of Francis-
can University. The title is the Red
Devils’ 11th in school history and second
consecutive.

“I truly mean it that we never feel like
we're out of a game,” Sliva said. “We’ve
had four-run innings before. These guys
have scored runs and we just needed a
burst of momentum.”

After watching the Wildcats pet to Red
Devils’ starter for four earned runs before
chasing him in the fifth, St C., which had
lost three straight coming into the game,
didn’t press any panic buttons.

“There’s no doubt that things are conta-
gious,” Sliva said.

Hitting caught on for the Red Devils and
rovided that burst against Edison starter
ristan Haught, who had St. C. baffled

with 2 solid offspeed pitch for many of the

River comes
up short in 2A
softball game

By KIM NORTH
For the News-Register

WHEELING - Thele was a lot
of hype surrounding Saturday afier-
noon's Tom Bechtel Ohio Valley [
Athletic Conference Class 2
championship game. And why not?
The two teams had a combined &8
record of 48-1 entering the contest. §

The contest certainly lived up to §#
its billing, and more. :

Kaitlyn Ferns bad-hop infield
single with two outs in the bottom [
of the ninth inning allowed pinch
runner Bailey Nixon to score the [
winning run as top-seeded Wheel- |
11111%-3 Central (25-0) remained
unbeaten with a thrilling, 2-1, deci- [}
sion over No. 2 River (24-2) before

earéy mmnlgs. .%}Ed hon
oletz led off the bottomn of the sixth After a v
with a single and Tyler Blomquist, who bunt fron
came on in relief of Goletz, followed with Starks go
a double. : :

Twa hitters later, Brandon Ducker sin-

(a2l

Frye
Fram
4 &L

s
Th

an overflow crowd at Lisa’s Field at
the J.B, Chambers I-470 Complex.

Photo/KIM NORTH  hiisto!

“What a game!” Wheeling Cen-
tral coach Rick Magruder said. “We

knew coming in they (River) were a of the Eli%hth Innin
good team. You don’t win 24 Tom Bec

WHEELING CENTRAL'S Allis Cook reaches for a
throw to force out River's Brissa Marshall in the top
Saturday afternoon during the
tel Ohio Valley Athletic Confersnce Class

games by being bad. They've got a 2A Softball Champlonships on Lisa’s Field at the |-

Sas, RIVER, Pagse B2

470 J.B. Chambers Complex. The Maroon Knights

won, 2-1, in ning innings.
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Continuad from Page B1

great pitcher and their defense is unbeliev-
able. You can’t say enough about them or
our girls. It was two teams they kept bat-

tling. Neither one wanted to lose and in a
" game like this, it's a shame that someone

ad to lose.”

Marissa Garlitz reached on a fielder's
choice with two outs and Nixon was
inserted as a runner for Garlitz. Jai'Ehir
Jackson lined a single to right as Nixon
went to third. After Jackson stole second
uncontested, Ferns ripped a shot off the
glove of River first baseman Bailey Cald-
well. The ball deflected to second baseman
Riley Lollathin, but the umpire, after a

brief hesitation and consultation with a fel-
low umpire, ruled Ferns beat the throw
from Lollathin to Caldwell, thus ending
the ane.

“It just goes to show that when you put
the ball in play anything can happen,”
Magruder noted. “That’s what we stress to
the girls all the time. Put the ball in play. It
worked for us tonight.” -

The %ame was scoreless through five-
and-a-haif innings as River’s Rosey
Romick and Wheeling Central’s Riley
Bennington were on their games. The
Maroon Knights finatly dented their side
of the scoreboard in the bottom of the

sixth.

Wojcik
Continued from Page B1

that dida’t stop him from
wanting to help others try
to reach theirs,

““1 always- dreamed
about playing in the major
leagues and didn’t,’’ he
said. But I had the opportu-
nity to get a chance at play-
ing. I look back on the
career I had. Everyone bet-
ter, but from where I stand,
I couldn’t have asked for a
much, better life."”

In 1979, Wojcik began
subbing in the Bridgeport
school system and, a year
later, he started teaching
and coaching there,

Wojcik served as the
Bulldogs head baseball
coach until 1996.

From there, Wojcik
turned to specialized
coaching, working with
pitchers, first at Wheeling
Park (1997-98) and then at
his collegiate alma mater
for his friend Bo
McConnaughy at West Lib
(1998-2006). .

It was during that time
that he was approached
about becoming the OVAC
baseball commissioner.

“‘Sam Mumley (Tormer
OVAC executive secretary)
had put together a group of
guys - Dave Cisar, Bob
Montgomery, me, Lefty
Hall and Brad Wilson -
and we'd discuss the things
we discuss today, but there
was never a ComMmissioner.
When Tom (Rataiczak)

Baseball

{(became executive secre-
tary) I got a call one day
asking if I'd be interested. I
said yes. That was about
10 or 12 years ago.”"

In his commissioner’s
role, Wojcik makes sure
the season runs smoothly
and ensures game resulis
are turned in a timely man-
ner to Rick DeLuca, who
handles the standings.
Come tournament time, he
oversées logistics for the
semifinal and final games
in ali five classes,

“I'm pretty happy with
the way the OVAC base-
ball coaches have conduct-
ed themselves,”” Wojcik
said, **They are very pro-
fessional.™”

In his role as commis-
sioner, Wojcik tries to stay
on top of the latest issues
relating to high school
baseball. He'd like to see
Ohio and West Virginia's
seasons mimic each other
in terms of starting. He'd
like to see the trend of bet-
ter fields and better field
conditions continue, and
he’d love to see more folks
recognize the talented play-
ers that exist in the Ohio
Valiey.,

**I want people to realize
we have a lot of good base-
ball talent in the valley,”
ke said, noting many of the
local colleges — West Lib-
erty, Wheeling Jesuit and
Bethany - annually

recruit said talent.

Some of that talent has
turned to Wojcik for
advice and counsel. One
of those players, former
Wheeling Park and West
Virginia University stand-
out Corey Walter. Walier
currently plays for the
Oakland A's Double-A
affiliate Midland Rock-
Hounds

“*We started working
together when he was G
and did so through his jun-
ior year in college,” Woj-
cik said. ‘'And, every
year, he comes back from
pluying, we get together
and converse about how
things are going.

“‘T also worked with
Scott Goodnight and later
started working with his
son, (Linsly's) Logan
Goodnight.

““When someone asks
me to give instruction to
their grandkid, that’s when
I know it's time to quit,”
he faughed.

LINSLY THIRD baseman Gage
triple during the third inning of the
OVAC Class 3A championship gar

Linsly
Continued from Page B1

Cadets’ ace Logan Goodnight, the L
offense didn’t stop there.

The Cadets proceeded to pound ol
hits — five of which were for extra
— and score five times to blow the
open in the third.

Goodnight helped his own cause v
RBI triple, which scored Tyler Asht
who had led off the inning with a d¢
Gn%e Giovengo followed Goodnight 1
triple of his own down the lefi-field lir
raced home on a fielder's choice whe
Fort threw down to first after a strikeo

Jacob Murray resumed the hit
with a solid single, which set the
powerful first baseman Floid Gidding
took a Bradford fastball deep ove
left-field fence for his sixth home 1

St. C.
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“] knew I could get them
if I had my rise ball work-
ing,” Smith, who has now
charted 41 strikeouts in
three games against Marting
Ferry, said. “1 knew I was
going to get them today.”

Duncan was impressed

Cantinnasd frnm Paoa B1

with Smith's effort.
“Amaya was absolutely
powerful in the circle
today. She had so much Red D
command and kept their in the
hitters under control,” Dun- man *
can expinined. “Her control legged
was absolutely outstanding. to the
That is huge for her. She stole s
was definitely on her game sacrific
today.” fect br
The Pl.lljple Riders (15-7)} Shunk.

inning
Ferry
Deleo



Lady Warriors rally with four-run fifth to beat Steubenville Catholic, 5>-4

JEFF HARRISON
THE DaILY JEFFERSONIAN

EILM GROVE, WV
— Leading 41 after
four innings,
Steubenville
Catholic  Central
left the door slightly
ajar and Buckeye [
Trail High kicked it §
in with a big-time
comeback, scoring four
runs in the fifth frame
to capture the Class 3A
title at the OVAC Tom
Bechtel Championships on
Saturday, giving the Lady
Warriors their firsi-ever
softball crown.

" The Lady Crusaders had

e =

Jotf Harrlson/The Dally
Jatfersonian/buyjetiphotos.
com
The Buckeye Trall bench
shouts encouragement
during the latter stages of
Saturday’s OVAC Class
3A Championship Game
against
Catholic.

Steubenville -

scored in each of the first
three innings in building
their 4-1 advantage, but
a one-out fly ball off the
bat of Trail's Sophomore
Brooke Colvin elud-
i cd both two con-
8l verging outfielders
8 ond ended up as a
N rally-starting triple.
$ Sophomore Amber
i Colvin  followed
with an RBI ground-
out to plate Brooke Colvin
and cut the margin to 4-2,
but the Lady Warriors were
just getting started.
Jupior Alexis Wheeler
got on via an error; soph-

omore Hannah Smith
beat out an inficld single
and sophomore Jenni

Carmichael reached on a
strikeout-wild pitch which
loaded the bases.

Sophomore Randi-Leigh
Rippeth then deliv-
ered a bloop single
to left that knocked
in Wheeler and \J}
Smith and sopho-
more Maybelline
Rodriguez followed with
an RBI single which plated
Carmichael and in a blink
of an eye, Trail’s three-run
deficit had turned into a
5-4 lead.

From there, Smith tossed
three scoreless 1innings
allowing just two baserun-
ners - one on 4 single and
one on an emor - to secure
the victory and set off a
wild celebration by the
Lady Warriors.

“We got down 4-1 and
against a team like that, a
lot of teams would throw
in the towel but we didn’t,”
said elated Trail coach

Stacey Smith. “We talked
about pushing all the way
to the end of seven innings
and it paid off today.”

Smith credited her team’s
patience at the plate in the
decisive inning as the key.

“Two innings before
against the meat of our
order, they went change-
up, change-up and
got two little ground
balls,” related the
Lady Warriors'
coach, “so we were
focused on leav-
ing the change-ups
alone and wait on your
pitch...and they did.”

The OVAC champoinship
was the latest in a line
of memorable accomplish-
ments this week for the
Lady Warriors, who also
wrapped up the Pioneer
Valley Conference title.
The team also continues
to add to its school-record
win total, with state-ranked
Trail now sporting a spar-

kling 22-2 mark.
“] could't be more proud
of them,” said Coach

Smith of her sophomore-
dominated squad. *“Our
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A happy bunch of Buckeye Trail Lady Warriors hoist the school’s first-ever
OVAC Class 3A Softball Championship irephy into the air following Saturday’s
5-4 victory over Steubenville Catholic at the 1-470 Complex in Elm Grove, W. Va.

next goal is to get out of
the sectional and I really
think this is the team to
do it”

Trail tallied in the top of
the first inning on a one-
out triple by Amber Colvin
and an RBI ground-out
by Wheeler, but left two
on base after Smith and

Carmichael collected two-
out singles. )

Steubenville Catholic
(17-2) responded with two
runs in the bottom of the
first on a lead-off walk to
Gabbi Capaldi; a two-out
single by Shayna Mirabella
and a two-run double by
Torri Grandinetti.

The Lady Crusadess
made it 3-1 in the sec-
ond on singles by Rachel
Dziewatkoski and Abigail
Miller, with an overthrow
on a throw across the infield
allowing Dziewatkowski
to scamper home.

The margin increased (o
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Trail finally gets title
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4-1 in the third when Alex McComb reached on an
error; Grandineti ingled and Dziewatkowski delivered
an RBI single to score courtesy runner Karmen DiBiase
and set the stage for Trail’s comeback inning.

Hannah Smith turned in a complete-game victory in
the circle, striking out five and walking two, but her
coach/mother credited the team's ability to take away
the Crusaders’ “small ball’ attack as a big key.

“Hannah struggled a little bit with location today,”
said Coach Smith, “but we put in a new defense a few
days ago because he (veteran Steubenville Catholic
coach Jim DiCarlo) plays a lot of short ball and our goal
was to take it away as much a possible.

“We also executed pretty well when we got baserun-
ners on,” she added. “It was just a total team win.” ‘
Brooke Colvin (triple and single) and Smith (two sin-
gles) had multi-hit games for the Lady Warriors while
Grandinetti (double and single) and Dziewatkoski (two
singles) had two safeties for the Lady Crusaders, who

had a three-year run of OVAC titles come to an end.

Steubenyille Catholic pitcher McComb recorded seven
Ks and no watks in a route-going effort.

In the other OVAC title games Saturday, St. Clairsville
edged Martins Ferry, 1-0, in Class 4A; Weirton
Madonna topped Bishop Donahue, 6-3, in Class 1A;
John Marshall nipped Wheeling Park, 3-2, in Class
5A; and Wheeling Central outlasted River, 2-1 in nine

_{innings, in Class 2A.

NEXT - Buckeye Trail treks to Cambridge on
Tuesday at 5 p.m.



