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OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

Class 5A 10 am.
No. 1 Morgantov.rn Vs, Nq. 3 South Page. 10
Class 1A —12:30 p.m. :
No. 1 Sf John vs. No; 2 Bishop Panahue - Page 9
Class 2A -~ 3 p.m.
No. 1 Rivervs. No. 3;Frontiar. - Page 4 j
. .Class 3A ~ 5,30 p.m. .
No: Fo:t Frye vs. No.2: Llnsly Page 6
___Class 415 8 p m.
No. 2 Buekeyems. No. 4 Unlon Loca! Page 21

ON THE COVER

PICTURED ARE some of the premier area players in
Saturday’s Whesling Hospital OVAC Glirls Basketball
Championship. Plctured are Jensen Caretti (River),
Hayley Porter (Union Local), Marissa Rose (St.
John), Morgan -Brunner (Linsly) and Becky Zeroski
(Buckeye Local).

NOTE TO READERS

The complete story: about the Union Local and
Buckeye Local Class 4A champlonship game will be
contained in Monday's printed edition because of The
Times Leader's Saturday deadline. The game will be
published on tha T-L Website beforehand.

[REGISTER NOW
) FOR SUMMER CLASSES!

. By SETH STASKEY
: Times Leader Sports Editor

! team three times.
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PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Union Local Jets Girls Basketball Team. Sitting, from left, are Alli DeLaney and
Saige Butler. Kneeling, from lefi, are Kaden Mercer, Emilee Robb, Lauryn Menges, Mackenzie McGary,
Megan Bateman, Alison Loase and Hanna Porter. Standing, from left, are Head Coach Kelley Hanlon,
Sutherlynd Butler, Julia McClusky, Kaitlyn Clark-Patterson, Laryssa Brandon and Hayley Parter.

UL, Buckeye meet for third:

‘time with added stakes

« Jets in the title game for the second straight season; Panthers set to make their debut

Both Union Local's
Kelley Hanlon and
Buckeye Local's Tom
Figurski have heard it

many times, but only

Thete’s a cliche in sports
that says it’s tough to beat a

Good Luck River, St. John & Linsly Girls

StateFarm~

TIM BLUE

232 South Main St. Suite A, Woodsfield, OH
(740) 472-1381 tim.biue.zxi@statafarm.com

Figurski is hopeful that it
comes to fruition in this
case.

The Jets and Panthers
will meet for the third time
Saturday night at Ohio
University Eastern’s Health
and Physical Education
Center.

This meeting certninly
being the bipgest with the
OVAC Closs 4A title on
the line. Union Local owns
a 2-0 record against the
Panthers and both victories
came in relatively convine-
ing fashion,

“When I am on the other
end, I definitely believe it’s
tough to beat g team three

times,” Hanlon joked.
“Buckeye Local's a good
tenm and we’'ll have to be
ready.”

The Panthers closed the
gap on the Jets in their last
meeting in Morristown, but
taking the next step is what
Figurski is most concerned
about,

“We Know what to
expect because it’s a famil-
iar foe,” Figurski said. “We
have to be able to keep it
close and then see if we can
get one of our spurts to get
us over the hump.”

While the teams have
obvious experience against

See, 4A, Page 3
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Continued from Page 2

each other, the Jets hove a decisive edge in
championship game experience after play-
ing in last vear’s final against Harrison
Central.

“I"d like to think the experience is a fac-
tor for us,” Hanlon said. “We've also had
the luxury of practicing at QUE. We joke
that it’s our home away from home. The
girls are really comfortable in that gym.”

The Jets, who are seeded fourth in the
tournament, reached their second straight
final by dispatching top-seeded Martins
Ferry on Monday.

Buckeye Local, which is the second
seed, got past Oak Glen in the semifinals,

“Our principal (Coy Sudvary) has been
using the moniker ‘restore the roar’ and the
school spirit and support our team has
received makes me so proud to be an alum-
ni,” Fipurski said.

The Panthers gained some experience in
a championship game last week when they
lost to Mm Ferry in the Buckeye 8 title

e. | -
“Unfortunately, things didn’t go how we
wanted in the Buckeye 8 and part of that

could have been the fact that we've never
been in that stressful of a game,” Figurski
admitted. “I think now that we have that
game under our belts, it should serve us
well in this atmosphere.”

Having a familiar opponent could help
cut down on the nerves for the Panthers.
That aside the matchups, on the floor, are
what concern Figurski the most.

“Union Local i3 a team that we don’t
match up with all that well,” Figurski said.
“We have to focus on limiting possessions
and second-chance points. Union Local is a

well-conched team with quality players.
‘We can’t dig ourselves into a such a hole
that we have to exert all kinds of energy to
climb back into the game.”

When starting to figure out how to
defend the Jets, it’s kind of a pick your poi-
son scenario, especially now that they’re
henlthy.

The Jets played neatly half the season
without the services of post Kaitlyn Clark-
Patterson. She’s returned and the Jets have
been soaring ever since.

See, 4A, Page 6
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Familiar foes set to meet in Class 2A

- Top-seeded River and third-seeded Frontier ready to clash for the third time

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
A pair of Ohio river-front
rivals, who are no strangers
by any meang, will meet for
the Wheeling Hospital Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference
Girls Basketball Class 2A
Championship Saturday.

Top-seeded River (17-3)
and No. 3 Frontier (15-5)
will tip-off at approximately
3 pm. inside Ohio
University Eastern’s Health
and Physical Eduecation
Building. The contest will
be the middle of five that
day, and will also be the
third time that the Pilots and
Cougars have done battle
this season.

“It’s definitely not going
to be easy,” River head
coach Rick Isaly said. “You
know that. old saying that
it's hard to beat a team three
times in one season. We
know their personnel and
they know our personnel. It
will come down to which
team tokes care of the ball,
makes the easy shots and
mekes its free throws.”

River owns a pair of vic-
tories over Frontier. The
Pilots prevailed by a whop-
ping 74-45 margin last

PICTURED IS the 2015-
16 Frontier Cougars Girls
Basketball Team. Front
row, from left, are Kylie
Daugherty, head toach
Scott Murphy and Tiffany
Graham. Middle row,
from left, are Carly
Strickler, Nikki Haught,
Samm] Morris and Lexi
Brookover. Top row, from
left, are assistant coach
Trista Murphy, Kyles
Newlen, Jenna Maston
f—lln?f assistant coach John
off.

PhotoPAUL KRAJNYAK

week. season, but when we went Frontier head coach Scott night and beat us preity center Jensen Caretti. The
“We played them really up there we didn’t have a Murphy said. “They were good.”
tough at home early in the good night shooting,” clickingonall cylinders that  River is led by 6-2 senior See, 2A, Page 5
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Continued from Page 4

school’s all-time leading
scorer averuges a double-
double with just under 25
points and 11 rebounds per
contest. The Ohio State
University recruit had 24
and surpassed the
coveted 2,000~
point  mile-
stone Monday
nightina 53-
43 decision
over No. 4 |
Wheeling §
Central. She
is supported
by 5-10 class-
mate Brielle
Williams who aver-
ages 15 points a pgame.
Yauren Flannery, a 5-3
freshman, adds 8.8 points.
The Caldwell cousins -

senior Abby and junior

Bailey - round out the
starting ~ five.  Bailey
Caldwell is the Pilots main

outside threat.

Senior Haylee Winkler
(5-10) and freshman Riley
Lollathin {(5-4) are the first
two players off the bench.

River lost freshman
Carsyn Reynolds last
week when she
suffered a seri-
ous knee

injury, accord-
ing to Isaly.

“I feel bad
for her
because she

was  playing
well for a fresh-
man,” he noted.

“It's a big loss for us

because she was o big fac-
tor for us on defense,
rebounding and ballhan-
dllng "

See, 2A, Paga 7
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PICTURED IS the 2015-16 River Giris' Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are Lauren Flannery, Hayles

Saturday will mark the Winkler, Abby Catdwell, Jensen Caretti, Brielle Williams, Bailey Caldwell and Carsyn Reynolds. Second Row,
third time in four vears that from left, are assistant coach Dean Caldwel! Hannah Straub, Halee Schultheiss, Falth Ingram, Candace
Caldwell, Riley Lotlathin, Marissa Hall, Olivia Rose and assistant coach Bob Clcogna In back is head coach

Rick Isaly
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A battle of Cadets set to unfold in 3A

- Linsly, Fort Frye slated to clash for the third time; Road team won each prior meeting

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Something has to give
Saturday evening in the
championship of the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Girls Basketball Class 3A
champlonship game.

Top-seeded Fort Frye and

second-seeded Linsly have
already met twice during
the season with each win-
ning on the other’s home
floor.

The scene now shifts to
the Health and Physical
Education Center on the
campus of Ohio University
Eastern in St. Clairsville for

the rubbermatch. Not only
is the site new, but the
stakes are much higher as
the coveted conference title
is on the line.

“We try to be in the
moment each time we play,
but our girls have never lost
sight of this goal,” Linsly
head coach Maggie Allison

said. “The girls have shown
they’re on a mission and are
committed to reaching their
goal.”

While " the Cadets are
aiming for their second title
in school history and first
since 2014 when they
defeated Fort Frye in a dou-
ble-OT thriller.

I'm not buying

MUSTANG + FUSION * FOCUS + EDGE » SUV'S « TRUCKS * VANS
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'LOCAL ATHLETIC
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Fort Frye has made the
trip to Belmont County an
annual stop. The Beverly-
based Cadets are making
the trip to the OVAC title
game for the seventh
straight season. They're 4-2
in their prior trips.

“We've been pretty fortu-
nate to get there s often as

we have,” Fort Frye head
coach Dan Liedtke said.
“Getting to this champi-
onship game is always one
of our team’s biggest
goals.”

Fort Frye reached the title
game by dispatching

See, 3A, Page 7

4A

Continued from Page 3

“There were a lot of
games early that I know that
having her on the court
wounld have been a factor,”
Hanlon said. “We were out-
sized in many of our losses
and just couldn’t compete
with teams that had the
size.”

Clark-Patterson had 21
points and nine rebounds
during the semifinal win
against the Purple Riders.

Her inside along with the
guard trio of Alli DeLaney,
Haley Porter and Saige
Butler makes the Jets a for-

midable cast. DeLaney is
averaging more than 18 a
game and went over the
1,000-point platean in the
semis.

Porter, who broke her
foot during last year's title
game, had a strong game in
the semis, connecting on a1l
three of her shots from
behind the arc. Butler has
been steady all season at the
small forward spot.

Hannah Porter rounds oot
the Jets' starting lineup.

Sea, 4A, Page 7

BELMONT CAREER CENTER

~..1.110 Fox Shannon Place, St. Clairsvilie, OH
740-695-9130

" HARRISON CAREER CENTER
- 82500 Cadiz Jewett Rd., Cadiz, OH

www.BHCCenters.com

“Wart Career Success? L




OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

4A

Continued from Page 6

Off the bench, the Jets
utilize Allison Loase and
Mackenzie McGary, prima-
rily,

“Alli has really stepped
up and has a great attitude,”
Hanlon said of her Notre
Dame College signee.
“She’s not a loud kind of
leader, but she’s confident
and it rubs off on the rest of
the team.”.

Figurski has cautioned
his team to make sure it
knows where DeLaney is at
all times. But, it can't lose
sight of the other weapons.

“We did a better job of.

controlling DeLaney in the
last game, but we lost sight
of Butler and she had 22,”
Figurski recalled. “We can’t
let DeLaney get as many
points as quickly as she did
the first two times we

3A

played them.”

The Panthers, mean-
while, are led by the one-
two scoring punch of Becky
Zeroski and freshman Emily
Holzapfel. Both score 18
points a night. Zeroski sur-
passed the 1,000 point
mark in the first meecting
with the Jets and e the
school’s all-time leading
scorer in the secontl meet-
ing.

“We'll deﬁmte]y be
watching  Zeroski- and
Holzapfel closely,” Hanlon
admitted. ‘

Danielle Dvorcek, Rachel
Zeroski- and promising
freshman Alaire Destifanes
round out the Panthers’
starting lineup. Lexi Swiger
sees solid minutes off the
bench.

Continued from Page 6 ‘

Magnolia, while Linsly had
very little trouble with third-
seeded Barnesville.

Though Linsly and Fort
Frye have squared off twice
this season, this meeting
will have a different look,
especially for Fort Frye.

Liedtke's team will be
without its leading scorer in
McKayla Liedtke. The
coach’'s daughter went

down with a torn ACL in a
game at Steubenville last
month.

“She's our leading scorer
and really did a lot of other
things well, too,” her father
and hend

coach said.

“We're starting to get things
going without her now.
We've played four games
without her and the girls are
starting to really adjust to
their new roles.”

Fort Frye (15-6) is work-
ing to replace 15.2 points a
night that Fiedtke supplied.
The coach believes ii'll
have to be by committee.

“Without McKayla in the
lineup, we’re kind of with-
out a mismatch, especially
against Linsly,” Liedtke
said. “We're going to have
to go to the drawing board
this week and see what we

See, 3A, Page B
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PICTURED IS tha Buckeye Local Girls Basketball Team. Front row, from ieft, are Alaire Destifanes, Rachel
Vince, Becky Zeroski, Danielle Dvorcek, Logan Cunningham, Skylar Langford and Julie Wilfoeng. Middle row,
from left, are Casey Banal, Shannon Good, Shelby Gorlock, Emily Holzopfel, Lexise Swiger, Brooke Miller and
Lillle Windsheimer. Back row, from left, are Kate Torok, Rachel Zeroski, Kylee Torok, Maddy Gill, Angelina
Plergallini, Carrie ‘Dill, Maddie Doyle and Emily Fox.

2A

Continued from Page 5

River has made the finals.
However, both previous
trips came in Class 3A
where it lost to Fort Frye
both times, including Iast
year. The Pilots have won
four OVAC titles, the last
coming in 2004.

“We're hoping the third
time is a charm,” Isaly said
of the two previous losses.
“We'd like to send our four
seniors out with an OVAC
championship. That would
be nice for them.”

Isaty said Frontier creates
some mismatches for his
team at times.

“They are a good basket-
ball team. The shoot the ball
well and the play aggressive

defense. They are well-
coached and have some
hard-nesed kids.”

Frontier advanced to the
finals for the second time in
three seasons. The Cougars
defeated Bridgeport two
years ago for the Class 2A
title.

“We've got some experi-
ence in the OVAC
Tournament over the past
few years,” Murphy said.
“We've been here two of
the last three years, so it's
nothing knew to us.”

Frontier upset No. 2
Bridgepoart, 54-48, Monday
night to reach the finals.
Lexi Brookover, a 5-11
junior, led a trio of double-

oo GOOD LUCK |
ST JOHN’S FIGHTING IRISH!

from

Frizzi

Market

digit scorers with 14 points.
Sammi. Morris, a 5-7 junior
guard, added a dozen light-
ings, while 5-10 sophomore
Kylie Daugherty came off
the bench to score 10 points
and grab a team-best eight
rebounds.

“T knew it would toke a
total team effort and that’s
what I got out of these
girls,” Murphy stressed,

Seniors Jenna Maston (5-
6} and Kylee Newlen (6-0),
along with 5-11 junior
Nikki Haught round out the
starting five, Sophomore
Tiffany Graham (5-7) also
comes off the bench.

“We’re going to go back
and logk at the two films

and see what we can
improve on,” Mwrphy said.
“We're on a neutral floor
this time and we like our

chances.”
After the OVAC
Tournament, both teams

will begin Ohio sectional
play. They could actually
ciash for a fourth time in the
district semifinals, but plen-
ty of action remains for that
would become a reality. ‘

The Cougars meet 1A
OVAC finalist St. John
Central. at Buckeye Trail
High School. The Pilots are
also in the bracket in Old
Washington and they’ll take
on county-rival Beallsville
next weekend.

UK

l

GET YOUR SWEETIE THE
PERFECT GIFT THIS YEAR!

v
_|

‘fl

[Ny

ii:i ;] P

$25 CARD FOR $20. $50 l}AIIB FOR $40
$75 CARD FOR $60 $100 CARD FOR $75

West Bellaire 740-676-63886




OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

3A

Continued from Page 7

can come up with.,”

Oae thing that Allison
knows Fort Frye will bring
with it - regardless of
who’s in the lineup — is a
defensive tenacity and solid,
fundamental piay.

“Fort Frye plays very
patiently and controlled,”
Allison said. “I think we
have to do our best to get
them out of that a Lttle bit
by pushing the ball a little
bit more. We didn’t force
the turnovers that we did
when we lost to them.Their
mistakes are usually few
and far between, 50 we need
to try to force the issue
some. We will need to be at
the top our game.”

The Fort Frye defense
will have to contend with
Linsly’s three-heading scor-
ing monster of senior
Morgan Brunner, junior
Vivian Allison and senior

Howard Llong

Jazzie Orth, The trio aver-
ages nearly 50 points a
game between them. :

Brunner, who is commit-
ted to Youngstown State,
leads the way at 18 points a
night. Allisen, who sur-
passed the 1,000-point
mark in the semifinals, nets
17 points, while Orth is a
double-double machine on
the interior with 14 points
and 11 boards. .
© “Linsly is a very athletic
team, offensively,” Liedike
said. “McKayla guarded
Allison in both of the earlier
games, S0 we're going to
need to concentrate and
make sure we know where
she is.”

Rounding out Linsly’s
starting lineup is Manny
Raymond and  Mary
Bedway. Freshman Sarah,
Pintarich has been a solid

Ses, 3A, Page 13
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PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Linsly Cadets Girls Basketball Team. Sitting, from left, are Dantalion Wu, Kevia
Neely, Lindy Wen and Mumu Fang. Kneeling, from left, are Mia Cascio, Sierra Pintanich, Manny Raymond
and Icho Lu. Standing, from left, are, head coach Maggie Allison, Vivian Allison, Mary Bedway, Jazzie Orth,
Morgan Brunner, Neilie Wang and assistant coach Rebekah Neweli.
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By ‘RICK THORP
Times Leader Sports Writer

Youth will meet experi-
ence Saturday afternoon at
Ohio University Eastern as
Bishop Donohue and St
John Central will clash for
the Class 1A championship
in the second game of the
Oth annval Wheeling
Hospital OVAC Girls

. Basketball Championships.

Tipoff is set for 12:30
p.m, following the Class
5A title tilt between West
Virginia big school powers
Morgantown and
Parkersburg South.

The spacious layout of
OUE’s Physical Education
Center is familiar territory
for Coach Bubba Kapral's

. Irigh, St John-won the first
1A tourney crown in 2008
and have been frequent vis-
itors since.

The event, meanwhile, is

THE TIMES LEADER - Friday, February 5, 2016 - 9

uncharted waters for the
Bishops, who have only
participated in the tourna-
ment once — 2009 -
when they lost to
Beallsville. The school’s
only other OVAC girls’
hoops title prior to that was
in 1984, under the mtelage
of current Weir boys’ coach
Mike Granato,

Despite the disparities in
experience, Kapral is confi-
dent a top-notch contest is

. In the works,

. *‘On the surface, it looks
1o be entertaining for fans
and it should be up and
down,”” the veteran coach
said, ‘'They like to shoot it
and we like to get out and
run. In advance, it should be
up ancl down and high scor-
ing.’

Shawn Martin, in his sec-

ond year coaching the
McMechen squad, is eager

See, 1A, Page 15

'St. John, Donahue to square off in 1A
- Irish and Bishops meeting for the first time this season

. BELMONT CAREER CENTER )
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82500 Cadiz Jewett Rd., Cadiz, OH .
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PICTURED 1S the 2015-16 St. John Central girls'
basketball team. Front row, from left, are Rachel
Porter, Emily LeMasters, Jessica Alvey, Marissa
Rose and Lindsey Froehlich, Second row, Hannah
Boyer, Hayleigh Boyer, Taylor Lowe and Alyssa
Busack. In back, from left, assistant coach Nick
Nicola, Rachel Flussell Madison DaLuca, head
coach Bubba Kapral, Brooke Palmer, Kaylin Nixon
and assistant coach Dr. Jerry Liberatore.

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK
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~OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Morgantown Mohigans
Girls Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are
Lydia  Adrian, Aliyssa Neal, Cassie Parks, Courtney
Quinn, Kiersten Paland and Fallon Nicholson.
Second row, from left, are Assistant Coaches ‘Matt
Kelly and John Fowkes, Shieby Boyle, Rachel
Laskody, Sydney Holloway, Paige Poffenberger,
Head Coach Jason White and Assistant Coach
Doug Goodwin.
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West Virginia powers set to
square off for big-school title

« Morgantown, South meet again in the 5A conference final

By BUBBA KAPRAL
Executive Sports Editor

If familiarity breeds con-
tempt, then Morgantown
and Parkersburg South have
no love lost for each other
when it comes to girls’ bas-
ketball,

The two West Virginia
big school powers have
been knocking heads at the
highest of levels for the past
several years. And, for the
most part, it has been the

Mohigans getting the best
of the battles.

Morgantown, the lone
unbeaten girls’ hoop team
remaining in the OVAC,
has defeated the Patriots
this season —. 54-41 on the
road and a 51-31 home vic-
tory. The Mohigans, more-
over, have pocketed wins
over South in the biggest of
forums.

Morgantown enters
Saturday's 10 a.m. OVAC
5-A title contest at Ohio

 COMPLETE
PHYSICAL
- MEDICINE.

. PHYS%CAL"'HER_ P
'-FUNCTIONAL £DIC
 *MASSAGE THE RAP

University Eastern as reign-
ing champions. Coach
Jason White's charges
eumned that distinction by
beating South in last year’s
championship tilt.

The OVAC finale was an
appetizer for the West
Virginia Class AAA title
game. White’s Mohigans
again prevailed by a 48-31
count for their second
straight state crown. A year
prior, Morgantown downed
South by a 46-319 in the

championship game, the
lone blemish on South’s
5eason.

The Patriots claimed the
2013 West Virginia title,
defeating Logan,

So when the two talented
rivals tip it off Saturday
with an OVAC banner on
the line, there will be no
surprises. They know each
other more than they may
like.

Ses, BA, Page 13
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OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

INDIVIDUAL
MOST POINTS [27]
1A; 27, Savannah Burks, Beallsvills,

2008

24: 24, Catyn Kroll, Bridgaper, 2015

Karlle Davis, Monroo Central, 2008

34; 21, Morgan Brunner, Linsly, 2014

44; 25, Jassica Klmney, Marting Farmy,

2013

5A: 27, Marish Gallen, Univershty, 2013
MOST FREE THROWS MADE [13]

1A149. (divia Bower, Conotton Vallay,

20

Savannah Burke, Beallsvie, 2008

2A: 9, Caityn Kioll, 2015

3A: 8, Brooks Cankus, St. Claimsville,

2003
4A; 13, Haley Robb, Wheeling Park,
2011

54: 11, Marlsh Callan, University, 2013

BESTFHEEE;H?W%UDG%,
: 1040

{6 attsmpts minimum)
1A: 100% (3/9), Ofivia Bower, Conatton
Vallay, 2014
2A: 100% {&/8), Emily Bucan, Wheeling
Cendral, 2012
3A: 100% (3/6), Diedra Combs, Fort
Frye,
2013
4A: 100% {5/5), Hayley Porter, Urrlnh
Locad,

2015 .

1
54 100% (10110), Haley Rabb,

Wheeling
Park, 2012

MOST Z-POINT GOALS MABE [10]
1A: 8, Sara Warmsloy, St. Jofin, 2008
. Savanneh Birks, Baaltsvile, 2008
2A: 10, Aleshla Gufler, Maorros Cantrel,

2003
3A: 9, Shae Moreland, Martins Fomry,

2009

Mi 8, Jessica Kinnay, Marting Feny,

2013

Moghan Bilck, indian Croek, 2009

5A: 5, Taryn McCutcheon, Parkersburg

Salth, 2014

Kambeea ONaal, Whealing Park, 2012

Enwmmmmugpmm1z
Rachiel Michasl, 2012

BEST 2-POINT GOAL % [100%, 6/6]
{5 attempts minlmum)

.Et:m 56% (10/18), Elie LoMastars, St

2011

2A: 100% (645), Alashla Gusler, Monros
Central, 2003

3A! B0 (4/5), Karisa Lang, Fort Frya,
2015

4A!l B0% (4/5), Adrienna McEwen,
Edlson,

)

2009
5A; 86%(5/8), Kambfea O'Neal,

Pak, 2042

MOST 3POINT GOALS MADE [5]
1A: 3, Lisa Parkins; Madonna, 2011
2A; b, Karfe Davis, Monroa Central,
2008

3A: 4, Brooke Borich, Fort Frys, 2014

Payden Ecklebery, Oak Glen, 2011
4A: 5, Jesse Ledger, Hamison Cantral,
2014
EA: 5, Mariah Callen, Universlty, 2043
INDVIDUAL

BEST 3-POINT GOAL % [75%, ¥/4]
{4 attempts minimum}
1A: 40% (2/5), Piper Edis, Conation
Vallay,
2014
28 % ﬁm Karlle Davis, Monroa
Central, 2008

aA: 5% (34), Mikayla Liedike, Fort

Frye,

2015

Lacay Neavin, Marting Fary, 2008
4A: 71% (5T, Jesse Ladger, Hamison

Ceniral, 2014

5A; M% (5/7), Marigh Callan,
Universtty,

M3

MWOST OFFENSIVE REBOUNDS [3]
1A; 8, Bmiynn Belknap, Conation
Vallay,

2013

Sara Lyos, Madonna, 2012

24: 8, Collaen MeCormick, Wheefing
Cendral, 2012
Brooks Metnie!, Shad’yaide 2010

3A.7LaahB&uh'|garBami32ma=
4A: 7, Mikayla Pation, Union Local,

2016

g&se,,xeyaaanbn. Parkersburg South,

MOST DEFENSIVE REBOUNDS [16]
1A: 16, Olvla Bower, Conotton Valey,
2015
2A: 6, Alashia Guler, Monroa Centra,
2009
aA: 9, Alssus Davis, Linion Local, 2011
4A: 10, Maghan BAick, Indian Creek,
2010
5 8, Carllo Wilson, Parkershurg
South,
2014

MOST TOTAL REBOUNDS [18]
1A: 18, Ofivia Bower, Conotion Velay,
2015
2A: 13, Colleen McCormick, Wheoling
Central, 2012
3 14 Leah Bettinger, Bamesville,

4A: 14, Kale Eltzy, Harrison Central,. P

2015
EA: 8, Carle Wilson, Parkersburg

South,
2015, 2014

- MOST ASSISTS [7]
;9% g. Chandica Cottis, Conotton Vallay,
2A: 5, Karlia Bonar, Shadysids, 2013
Kalsey Hotioway, Shadysida, 2011
3A: 4, Michalle Adkins, Fort Frys, 2015
Karissa Lang, Fort Frys, 2015
Morgan Liedtke, Fort Frye, 2013
4A: 5, Haylay Porter, Union Local, 2015
BA: 7, Tarm mmmon Palkarshwg
Somh, 2015

MOST STEALS [8]

1Ai46. Piper Edie, Conotion Valiay,
20

24: 8, Haley Holanka, Shadysida, 2012

3A: 4, Megan Liedike, Fort Frye, 2015
Abby Caldwell, Rivar, 2015

Morgan Brunner, Linsly, 2014

Deidra Combs, Fort Frye, 2012
Payden Ecideberry, Oak Glen, 2011
Kilgy King, Oak Glen, 2011

Courtney Colaman, Marting Fery,

2009
Couriney Frohnaplel, Martins Fery,
2008

A8 Lyslah Rica, Stsubenvills, 2014

6, Megan Masslora, University,

MOST BLOCKS [8]
1A: 8, Olivia Bower, Conotion Vallay,
2013
2A: 2, Corlsa Fickienson, Frontier, 2014
3A: 4, Jansen Cavetli, River, 2015
4A: 3, Katle Efizy, Hamison Central,
2015
5A: 4, Anna Haylon, Parkarsburg South,
2014
TEAM
NOST PORNTS [T1]
1A: 71, St. John, 2008
24; 66, Monroa Canral, 2008
3A: 56, Fort Frye, 2015
4A: 65, Staubomville, 2014
5A: 6B, Whealing Park, 2012
MOST FREE THROWS MADE [24]
1A: 17, Madonna, 2012
Beatsvilla, 2008
24 13, Wheeling Ceniral, 2012
Wonroa Central, 2009
3A: 18, Uinsly, 2014 -
4A; 24, Hamson Cantral, 2014
SA:H, Park, 2012
BEST FREE THROW % [93%, 14H5]
{10 sttempta minimum)
1A: 92% (1213}, Conotton Valiay, 2014
2A: 85% (11413), Whaeling Cenlral,
2015
3A; 00% (9/10), Martins Femy, 2008
4A; 70% (18/24), Wheeling Park, 2011
%i 493% (14415), Parkersburg South,
MOST 2-POINT GOALS MADE [25]
1A: 25, St. John, 2008
24: 18, Morwoa Cantral, 2008
3A: 20, St. Cladrsvills, 2010
4A: 20, Indlan Cresk, 2008
5A.17 Margantown, 2015
South, 2014
BEST 2-POINT GOAL % [64%, 16/25]
(20 mindmumn)
1A: 45% (21/47), Beallsville, 2008
2A: 52% (14/27), Shadyside, 2011
3A: 84% (16/25), Bamasvida, 2008
4A: 41% (18/44), Inckan Creek, 2010
5A: 46% (17/37), Parkersburg South,
2014
MOST 3-POINT GOALS MADE [11)
1A: 6, Madonna, 2011
2A: 7, Shadysids, 2011
3A:11, Fort Frye, 2015
4A: 6, Union Local, 2015
Harrison Central, 2014
Steubenville, 2014,
5A: 8, Morgantown, 2012
BEST 3-POINT GDAL % [67%, 4]
{5 eltempts minimum)

_2013

14: 60% (3/5), Bealisvills, 2010

2A: 50% (7/14), Shadysida, 2011
3A; 56% (5/9), Bamasville, 2008
4A: 67% (6/8), Harrison Central, 2014
5A: 60% {610}, University, 2013
ATTENDANCE RECORDS
CLASS 1A [446]
2008 391
2000 417
2010 387
2011337
2012 158
2013 262
2014 446
2015 245
CLASS 2A [595)
2008 367
2009 435
2010 463
2011 515
2012 4%
2013 431
2014 595
2015300 :
CLASS 3A [522]
2008 522
2008 302
2010 303
2011 400
2012 328
2013 368
2014 289
2015 483

2008 317
2009 450
2010 385
2011185
2012572
201334
214 510
2015 489

CLASS 5A [244]
2012194

2013155
2014219
2015 244
TOTAL {2059}
2008 1704
2003 1872
20101726
2011 1447
20121743
20131598
204 2059
2015174
SINGLE GAME 535

Bridgaport v. Frontier, 2014
TEAM

MOST OFFENSIVE REBOUNDS [23]
14 23, St, John, 2008
2A: 13, Shadyside, 2010
3A: 12, Fort Frye, 2014
Fort Frys, 2013
4A; 17, Edison, 2009
5A: 18, Parkersburg South, 2015
MOST DEFENSIVE REBOUNDS [32]
1A: 32, Madonna, 2011
2A: 21, Whaaling Cantral, 215
3A: 22, Bamesville, 2008

CLASS 4A [_512]

-4 25, Haison Central, 2015

Whealing Park, 2011

5A: 21, Wheeling Park, 2012

MOST TOTAL REBOUNDS [47]

1A: 47, 51, John, 2008

2A: 27, Whasling Cantral, 2015

Bridgaport, 205

JA: 32, Bamesvills, 2008

4A: 40, Harrison Ceniral, 2015

5A: 31, Parkersbueg South, 2015
MOST ASSISTS [16]

1A: 8, Conciton Valley, 2015

5t. John, 2011, 2008

2A: 9, Shadyside, 2011

3A: 18, Fort Frye, 2015

4A: 8, Undon Local, 2015

5A: 11, Parkersburg South, 215

THE TIMES LEADER - Friday, February 5, 2016 - 11

MOBT STEALS [16)

14A: 16, St. Johwn, 2008

2A; 12, Monroe Central, 2008

3A: 16, St. Clairsville, 2010

4A: 15, Indian Creek, 2008

5A: 16, Morgantown, 2012
MOST BLOCKS [9]

1A: 9, Conotton Valley, 2013

2A; 3, Frontiar, 2014

3A: 4, River, 2015

River, 2013

Qak Glan, 2011

4A: 3, Harrlson Centrad, 2015

Steubenville, 2013

5A: 4, Parkersturg South, 2014
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OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL
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OVAC Girls Basketball Championship History
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PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Fort Frye Cadets girls basketball team. Front row, from left, are Tanner Booth,
Katie Hart, Karisa Lang, Alexis Enochs, Megan Hesson, Makayla Liedtke and Chloe Miller. Second row, from
left, are. assistant coach John Bostic, Danielle Lamp, Kelsey Adkins, Gabby Baker, MacKenzie White and
—-head coach Dan Uedtka, Back row, from left, are Brooke Haas, Morgan Barich, Kasey Buchanan, Balley
Snider-Miller and’ Caylin Anderson.

3A

Continued from Page 8

confributor off the bench.

“I am happy with where
.we are as a team,” Allison
said. *T feel like everyone’s
confributing and all of the
pistons are firing.”

Fott Frye, meanwhile, is
currently led in the scoring
column by senior Alexis

Enochs. She pours in 14
points a game and is the
only healthy double-figure
scorer.

The balance of the Fort's
lineup consists of Karisa
Lang, point guard Katie
Hart, Tanner Booth and
Megan Hesson, who has

stepped into Liedtke’s void.

Kasey
Morgan Borich are the
Fort’s top subs.

“We're starting to show
signs of confidence,” Coach
Liedtke said. “We weie
kind of shaky for a few
games without McKayla,

Buchanan and .

but this is what we have and
we play with now.”

After OVAC play con-
cludes, Fort Frye was voted
the third seed in Division IV
and will meet Shenandoah
on Feb. 15 at Indian Valley
High School. Linsly's sea-
son will be complete.

Receive Our Lowest Rates By Using

Fasy Pa\

WE PROMISE

to never send you a bill again!

The |
Times Leader

CALL 1-800-244-5671
or.740-633-1131
for more information

5A

Continusd from Page 10

Morgantown has been
dominant in its 15-0 cam-
paign. The closest contest
was an 8-point verdict at St,
Albans back on Dec. 5. The
Mohigans punched their
OVAC finals ticket via a

54-36 over Cambridge
Monday.
Parkersburg South,

meanwhile, enters the title
clash with 14-3 mark, com-

" ing on the heels of its 71-40

semi-final  win  over
Steubenville. The Patriots
are 13-3, their third loss
coming at the hands of
Linsly School, 64-62, on
Dec. 10 on the
Leatherwood campus.

“I was happy with how
we performed against
Steubenville. They are a
good team, but one we
match up real well with,”
South head coach Scoft
Stephens said. “We have
speed to maich theirs. I
believe our pressure wore
them down.”

Stephens, now in his 13th
year at the Patriots” helin,
also knows Morgantown
will be a different animal.

“Morgantown has a great
program. They play tremen-
dous defense. That make it a
struggle to score,” Stephens
said. *They are big and long
and so fundamentally
sound. Coach White must
train them with shock col-
lars, because he can get his
girls to do what other coach-
es cannot do. He does a |
great job.”

South’s successful season
has not been all smooth sail-
ing. d

Star guard Tara
McCutcheon — a Michigan
State signee — relocated {p
the state of Michigan earlier
this season. Such a depar-
ture coukd have been lethal
to many programs. South is
not one of those programs.

“We were 5-2 when
Tara left. It was a big
shock,” Stephens noted.
“But adversity creates
opportunitics. We have had
several girls step up, includ-
ing Jordan Johnson and
Savannah Hays.”

Johnson is a 5-4 junior

Sea, 5A, Page 14
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5A

Continued from Page 13

guard while Hays is a 5-8
sophomore forward.

Breaunna Haynes, a 5-5
senior guard, is South's top
scorer at 15 points a game.
Katelyn Byrd is a 5-9 sen-
ior dandy. The Morehead
State recuit is avernging 14
points a game.

The Patriots also rely on
6-2 sepior center Anna
Hayton and 5-10 senior
forward Carlie Wilson, who
may miss the game due to
ACT testing that morning,

Morgantown advanced
to the OVAC finals cour-
tesy of a 52-36 win over
Cambridge.

“It was an ugly win. We
struggled to make shots,
and we had to score in tran-
sitlon and off our defense,”
White said. “Cambridge
has a nice team. It is good
to be moving on.”

Success breeds success,
but White was unsure of
how this year’s team would

.mesh. Fe had to replace
five quality seniors. ’

“The season has played
out as I would have hope,
but I wasn’t sure what

40 ik Rl B Y R R e

s

Photo Providad

PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Parkersburg South-Patriots Girls Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are Carlie Wilson, Mykalyn Fallon,
Breaunna Haynes, Laken Valentine, Anna Hayton, Katelyn Byrd, Taryn McCutcheon, Allison Currey. Second row, from left, are assis-
tant coaches Ed Davis, Susie Davis, Stacy Houser; Alexis Moore, Devin Hefner, Lauren Hannah, Savannah Hays, Allie Taylor, Jordan
Johnson and Scorekeeper Jerry Loaney. Third Row, from left, are Manager Kylie Metz, Kenzle Johnson, Hannah Boone, Haley
Cothern, Jordan Huffman, Kaylee Boothe, Cassie Whitlatch, Kyla Marshall, Charity Anderson and Head Coach Scott Stephens.

would be this year. We lost graduation,” White said. “I plog them into the starting bave established an identity
some real good kids to Xnew we had a pood nucle- lineup, you do not kmow with our defense.”
us returning. But until you how they will handle it. We

| GOOD LUCK
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White is in his third sea-
son as Morgantown’s head
coach.

Amazingly, this will be
the 11th time facing South.
The Mohigans lost to the
Patriots two years ago in
the OVAC semifinals.
South went on to capture
the crown.

“It’s ironic we are talking
on  Groundhog  Day.
Playing Parkersburg South
is like the movie,
‘Groundhog Day,” Heading
, into the season, we were 4-

=+ 4 against them the last two

years,” White offered,
“Two teams cannot be more
familiar with each other
than South and us.

“It has grown into one of
the greatest unnatural rival-
ries in the state. Most rival-
ries are because of proximi-
ty. We are two schools on
opposite ends of the state,”
he added. “They are good
people and well-coached.
Coach Stephens does a

great job with them.”

Morgantown, like South,

may lose a starter Saturday
due to ACT testing. Senior
Rachel Laskody, a 6-1t sen-
ior, is scheduled to take the
standardized test that morn-
ing. .
The Mohigans® top scor-
er is senior Sydney
Holloway. The 5-10 power
forward is averaging 15
points a contest.

She is ably supported by
junior Lydia Adrian, whose
brother is a member of the
WVYU hoop squad. She is a
5-11 forward, avernging 11
points a contest.

The other two
Morgantown starters are
Paige Poffenberger and
Shelby Boyle. Poffenberger
is a 5-7 senior point gonard
while Boyle is a 5-10 sen-
ior center.

Laskody’s absence will
be filled by either 5-10 jun-
for forward Courtney
Quinn or 5-6 sophomore
forward Fallon Nicholson,
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Continued from Page 9

to face the Irish.

“I have a young group,
but they play extremely
hard,” said Martin, who is
assisted by Donnie
Anderson and Ed Metz, the
former Bridgeport head
man and John Marshall
assistant. ‘*They’re quick
and they listen really well
for a young group.”

Kapral said hidden
beneath all of Bishop
Donahue’s youth is a team
keen in hoops experience.

*“They put five people on
the floor that can score,’” he
ndvised. ‘‘They're basket-
ball smast and they've been
through the wars. Shawn
does a good job of getting
the most out of them.

“They’'re young, but
they're not young on expe-
rience.”’

The Bishops are senior
free and have six freshmen
on their roster.”Two of them

- Shey Straughn (5-3) and "

- Josie Purpura (5-6) — start,
“They’re 12-6, but that's

a little misleading,’’ Kapral
said, noting 4. few of those

defents cameé “with Straughn

out of the lineup.

Sophomore  Madison
Wiedebusch (5-4) and jun-
iors Jewel Purpura (5-4)
and Cassidy Campbell (5-7)
round of the Bishops' start-
ing lineup.

*“The Purpura sisters are
quality players and big-time
shootors, and Wiedebusch
started Iast year as a point
guard-and has been through
the wars.

“Youn add Stroughn, who
is as good as any freshman
in the valley, and you have a
good team.”’

The Bishops, seeded sec-
ond in the tournament,
reached the final by virtue
of a 61-44 home victory
against Madonna. Straughn
scored a game-high 20
points. Jewel Purpura added
12 points, while her sister
tacked on 10.

I have three girls aver-
aging double figures (in
scoring), and one that’s
close,” Martin said of the

PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Bishop Donahue Girls Basketball Team.

DONAHIE

p
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Front raw,

from left, are Melanie Kwiatkoski, Madison Wiedebusch, Madison Menendsz,
Sarah Heller and Shay Straughn, Second row, from left, are Emily Nelson,
Morgan Padlow, Cassidy Campbell, Jewel Purpura, Josie Purpura and Tiara

Bertrand.

scoring potential of his line-
up. “*So, at any given time,
we could start hitting shots.

‘““We have several shoot-
ers. The girls know they
have the green light. We

. look for anyone we can (0

gét hot during the game."’

‘The two teams haven’t
faced off this season, but
they split a home-and-home
series last winter.

jAnd last season was a
rare time when the Irish did-
n't reach the OVAC final.
They were upended in the
semifinals by Conotton
Valley.

_**This is our fourth time
in the final,” said Kapral,
who is assisted by Nick
Nicola and Dr. Jerry

Liberatore.

St, John stands at 18-3
and is the event’s top seed.
After defeating Bridgeport
on the road last week and
Valley -on Monday night in
the other 1A semi — both
tight games - Martin
thinks the Irish are peaking
at the right time. :

“‘They have a veteran
group,” he said. “‘It’s pret-
ty much the same group
they had last year. They
have a lot of size and expe-
rience.”

The Irish bring to the
floor a starting five that
includes four seniors:
Lindsey Froehlich (6-2),
Marissa Rose (5-8) — both

career 1,000-point scorers
— Emily LeMasters (5-9)
and Jessica Alvey (5-6).
Junior Taylor Lowe (5-6)
rounds out the unit.

““Froehlich gives us a
size advantage,”” Kapral
said. **And, we have
LeMasters, too.”

But while seniors have
been the anchor of Kapral's
team, his two freshmen
Madison DeLuca (5-4) and
Kaylin Nixon (5-9) — have
provided a spark off the
bench.

**They have played very
well the last two games,”
he said. “*And Nixon gives
us a nice post inside.”’

Photo Provided

LADY BISHOPS

GOOD LUGK
LADY BISHOPS
FROM:

Padlow Inc.
223 Marshall St.
McMechen, WV

304-233-9808
GO MORGAN!

B



T ——— R

The high school and college wihter sports season is here.
Standing by at Wheeling Haspital is our own team of
Sports Medicine experts, ready to treat bumps, bruises,
strains, sprains, concussions and orthopedic issues, as well
as providing the best physical therapy care,

We have the largest and most :EXPEFiEHCEd hospital-based
team of Sports Medicine professionals — physical therapists,

'E’VE GOT
R BACK...

And Your Knees, Shoulders and More.

as well as physicians and orthopedic surgeons board-
certified in sports medicine.

We hup;e everyone has a safe season. But
when Injuries occur, we’re ready to help
get athletes healthy and back in the game.

16 - THE TIMES LEADER - Friday, February 5, 2016




A h

Lead




Class5A ~10am. .
No. 1 Morgantown vs. No. 2 University —- Page 2
Class 1A — 12:30 p.m.
‘No. 1 Madonna vs. No. 2 Trinity — Page 3
Class 2A — 3 p.m.
No. 1 Whesling CC vs. No. 3 Caldwsll -- Page 5
Class 3A - 5:30 p.m. ‘
No. 1 Magnolia vs. No. 2 Fort Frye —~ Page 8 |
Class 4A - 8 p.m.
| No. 1 St. Clairsville vs. No.aMeadmNbrook-Pagé 10

- ON THE COVER

PICTURED ARE three of the premier area players in
today's Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys Basketball
Champlonship. Pictured are Chase Harler (Wheeling
Central), Preston Boswell (Magnolia) and Patrick
Buchanan (St. Clalrsville).

THE TIMES LEADER - Saturday, February 13, 2016 - 2

NOTE TO READERS

The complete story about the St. Clairsville and
Meadowbrook Ciass 4A championship game will be
contained in Monday's printad edition because of The
Times Leader's Saturday deadline. The story will be
available at timesleaderanline.com Sunday moming.

PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Morgantown Mohi
Morgano, Kenzie Melko, head coach David T.

Hanson, Deon Agnew,

ans Boys Basketball Team. Front row, from left,
man, Steven Soloman and Elvin McNalty. Back row, from left,
are assistant coach Steﬁhen Sutherland, assistant coach Dennis Kems, Jared Fagan, Jayron Wilson, Torin

lck Malone, Aaron Alvarez, Colton Stover, Nicky Soloman, Arohnday Lowe, assls-
tant coach Matt'Lemine and assistant coach Denny Crouso.

Photo Provided
ars Antonio

Morgantown rivals
battle for 5A crown

Mohigans, University taking contest out of town

By BUBBA KAPRAL
Exscutive Sporis Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — City rivals will be trekking
some 90 minutes today to square off for the second
time this season. .

The lengthy, trip has pleaty on the line, however, as
either University or Morgantown will be returning
home with an OVAC 5A boys’ basketball champi-
onship. The intercity foes square off at 10 a.m. at Ohio
University Eastern, the lidlifter of a quintet of title
games.

The two_ teams met once this season. The Mohigans
prevailed on their home boards by a 61-43 count on
Jan. 29. They are scheduled to vie again on Tuesday at
the Hawks’ nest. : ' : .

2

Morgantown is coached by Dave Tallman, a New
Martinsville native. He has experienced great success at
the Mohigans’ helm in just his second year,

His well-drilled charges won the OVAC crown a year
ago, downing Parkersburg South. Tallman also has his
team perfect after 16 starts this winter.

University, meanwhile, is 12-4. The second-seeded
Hawks, coached by Joe Schmidle, punched their ticket
into today's finals by ousting Wheeling Park, 76-47,
Wednesday. ' : '

In addition to Morgantown, University has fallen to
Capital, Parkersburg South and Wheeling Park.
Morgantown, meanwhile, eliminated Steubenville, 78-

See, MORGANTOWN,
Page 7
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PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Madonna Blue Dons Boys Basketball Team. Front row, from-left, are Josy DeFslice, Chase DiBartolomeo, Hunter Payne, Jimmy

Mazzone, Kyle McAfes. Second row, from left, are Dustin Brown, Tavon Jeter, Nate Smith, Justin Canel, Joey Ewusiak, Max Carey and Jake Gasvoda. Back row,

;‘G?T] leflt, E‘a’artet: assistant coach Michael Payne, assistant coach Gary Lyons, Nick Higgins, head coach Chris Blair, assistant coach David Wilharm and asslstant coach
chael Battista.

Madonna, Trinity meet for 1A title

By RICK THORP The two teams know plenty about each other, annual OVAC Class 1A boys' basketball championship game.
Times Leader Sports Writer opEments on each other’s rugged slates. ‘I know they had a distinct advantage from the foul
- - fact, they met last Sotutday, with Trinity coming out line,”’ said Blair, who assumed control of the Madonna
ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Madonna and Trinity are sepa- on the winning end of a 63-60 road verdict. : pro this season from George Vargo, whom he previ-
rated by nearly 85 miles. Madonna’s road game in the season series — which was  ously served as an assistant to.

But. when the Blue Dons and Warriors meet today inside  slated for mid Jan — was canceled due to weather. But
Ohio University Eastern’s Physical Education Center, it first-year Blue Doﬂcad coach Chris Blair hopes his team Ses, MADONNA,
will have the feel of two neighbors getting together. can atone for last week’s 10ss in today’s Wheeling Hospital Page 4

GOOD LUCK ST. CLAIRSVILLE JOYCE M. LUNSFORD

' SCHWENDEMAN s,
- AGENCY

{ St. Clairsville, OH 43850
For all your insurance needs.

PO. Box 288, St. Clairsville, OH Alistate.
740-236-0654

joycelunsford@alistate.com Voxim i oo hands.

GOOD LUCK RED DEVILS!
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PICTURED IS the 2015 16 Tnnity Chrlshan Warriors Boys Basketball Team. Front row, from Ieft are Caleb Jenkins, Trevor Laskody, Christian Moats, Adam

Robertson and Noah Jones. Standing,

Jacob Martin and head coach Jamal Womble.

BELMONT CAREER CENTER
110 Fox Shannun Place, 5t. Clairsville, OH
740-695-9130

HARRISON CAREER CENTER

82500 Cadiz Jewett Rd., Cadiz, OH
© 740-942-2148

www.BHCCenters.com
“Want Career Succesa?
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Madonna

from left, are assistant coach Ryland Newman, Cam Kellar, Kellan Alderman, Daniel Woods, Spencer Kendall, Joseph Zini,

Coniinued from Page 3

I know there are a Iot of ryline for today’s game,
areas we have to et belter at which tips at 12:30

in order to beat

If there was one namluve tle,”” he said. *“They
that was repeated in the some size. They have a cou-
team’s first meeting, accord-
ing to Blair, it was inside goodb
**They are not so much a
were scored in the paint and threat to beat you from the
- expects a similar type of sto-  perimeter, but they will beat

play. He said most points

ple of bi

State Farm®

Pravidieng Insurance Financlal Servicas
Home Offica, Bloomingdals, JEinots 81710

Al Bigelow,
Agent

67801 Banfield Rd.,,

St. Clairsville
24 Hour Good Nelghhor
Sarvice ®

vy 740.695.1175 -
ﬁ Fax 740.695.1215
1ok Fres B00.B87.2318
IWpRAAMEY d |i mm l com

.m.
“It was a reboun

handlers.

bat-
ring

players and seme

you with their ball move-
ment and dribble penetra-
tion and kick out.

**They like to score in the
paint. It will be’'a chaﬂenge
to stop them in the paint.”’

Starting for the amors
(12-4) are — seniors Noah
Jones {6-1}, Adam
Robertson  (6-0) and

50580 Natlonal Rd.,
St. Clairsville

- 695-9948

turn 1o the experts /22"
WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS

. OAELIC #24575 « WV 0058

= Collisian Repair
« Refinishing
* Touch Ups

695 5875
Jeff Ross - Owner '
St. Chiirsville's Area's Largest

Independent Callisicn Repair Facilty

Christian Moats (6-2), along
with sophomores Joseph
Zini (6-1) and Kellen
Alderman (6-1). Trevor
Ladosky, a 5-11 senior, and
Jacob Martin, a 5-11 sopho-
more, provide muscle off
the bench )
“Ladosky and Martin *
came off the bench and did n
Eoocl job for us,” Trinity
ead coach Jamal Womble
spid reférencing Thursday

‘night’s 78-61 OVAC semi-

final victory against Valley.

““That’s kind of been
MO with our team. Every
night we have someone step
up and make quality plays to
help us win;™”

Womble, in his third sca-
son guiding the Warriors,
agreed with Blair that the

Sea, TRINITY,
Page 14
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PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Caldwell Redskins Basketball Team. Frant row, from Ieft, are Christopher Hubb, Clark Jennings, Brody Farkas, Erik Myers and Logan

Heller. Standing, from left, are head coach Clint Crane, Jack Ridenour, Tanner Clark Casey Farnsse, Dalton Ivay, Troy Francis, Calsb Heller

and assistant coach Seth Thompson

Caldwell,
clash for

By KIM NORTH
Times Leadar Sports Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — The Wheeling Hospital Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference Boys Basketball Class 2A
charopionship game can be billed as the wiley veterans
against the new kids on the block.

Wheeling Central (17-1) is 5-0 in championship games
since the event began in the 2007-08 season. The Maroon
Knights have won three straight conference champi-
onships and are 4-0 in ZA title tilts. They won Class 3A
championship the first season,

Meanwhile, Caldwell (16-4) has never nppeured in an
OVAC championship game.

The Maroon Knights and Redskins will tip-off at 3 p.m.
today inside Ohio University Eastern’s Health and
Physical Education Building. The game will be the middle
one of five that day.

Top-seeded Wheeling Central advanced to the finals
with a 70-57 victory over No. 4 Shadyside Tuesday night
in East Wheeling, while third-seeded Caldwell needed
gvertime to upset No. 2 Toronto, 55-54, Wednesday night
in the Gem City.

“T think a lot of our success lately can be attributed to

Central
2A glory

Chase,” Wheeling Central head coach Mel Stephens said
of his West Virginia University recruit, Chase Harler. “It's
not by coincidence that we’ve had this run since he came
on as a freshman, but we've had some other pretty good
kids alongside him."”

The 6-3 Harler averages 24.1 points per outing, one of
three double-digit scorers for the Maroon Knights. The

others are 6-0 junior Gabe Rohmann (10.6) and 6-0 soph- -

omore Brent Price (10.5). Junior John Burkhalter {6-0}
?_nd sophomore Owen Gainer (6-0).round out the starting
ve.

Harler fired in 27 points in the win over Shadyside.
Price added 19.

*“Having o player like Chase on your team makes our
job as coaches a whole lot easier,” Stephens noted. “He
has a very good IQ for the gnme of basketball and he
understands the game. There are a lot of things that he does
on the court that we don't have to relay to him.”

Price has been a bright spot for Stephens and Co.

“He's very athletic and jumps pretty well,” the head
coach said. “He could probably be averaging more points,
but he's unselfish to a fault.”

Ses, CALDWELL, Page 6

heidon Archer

- Classes of all kinds for.every fitness level
- Prugramsfor'weigm losa, ﬂlalwtasbmore
R Profassional, tallared lntttruc—tlun

’ On sﬂamhlld carg-

 Howard lnnu ﬁ
WELLNESS CENTER

OF (§JWHEELING HOSPITAL

Visit our website at

epitak.or/faciities/howardlong/pr
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" PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Wheeling Central Maroon Knights Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are managers J.C. Maxwell and Jordan Waterhouse. Second
row, from left, are Gabs Rohman, Adam Jarrstt, Brian Campbell, Chase Harler, Patrick Hurley, Mike Niggemyer and Brent Price. Back row, from [sft, are John
Burkhalter, Owen Galner, assistant coach Chip Calissie, head coach Mal Stephens, assistant coach Tyler

orando, James Fillipovich and Trey Mueller.

Caldwell

Continued from Page 5

Despite being three-time kind of a surprise.

“A little bit,” he allowed.
Stephens said his team **We expected to be decent,
being in the finals again is but to be where we are right

defending champions,

now, probably not. We've
struggled in some games
this season that we've won,
and there’s some other
games where we've played
really well.” :

As for  Caldwell,
Stephens didn’t attend
Wednesday night's game in
Toronto, but has relied on
the scouting report devel-
oped by assistants Chip
Chlissie and Tyler Morando.

“They do a decent job of
playing hard,” Stephens said
of the Redskins. “They are
tough kids. They shoot the
bali pretty well and they like
to drive it hard to the bas-

“THEY DO a decent job of playing
hard. They are tough kids."

CENTRAL COAGH MEL STEPHENS,

on the Caldwell squad

ket.”

Tanner Clark, a 6-0 sen-
ior, led Caldwell with 27
points in its win over
Toronto, He is a three-year
lettermen for head coach
Clint Crane's squad. Jack
Ridenour, a 5-9 senior and
two-year letterwinner,

added 14, while Troy
Francis, a 6-5 senior trans-
fer from Cambridge, fin-
ished with 11.

“We knew we could be
pretty solid this year,”
Crane said. “We've been
pretty good the last two
years, but we thought we

could muake it to the finals
this year.”

For the first ime in 39
years, Caldwell won the
Pioneer Valley Conference
title.

“Qur defense has been
our key,” Crane noted, “We
defend pretty well and
we've got good chemistry.
We might not be as talented
ns teams in the past, but that
makes us play together bet-
ter,”

Clark leads the Redskins
with a 23-point average,

Ses, CENTRAL,
Page 14
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PICTURED IS the 2015-16 University High School Boys Basketball Team. The Hawks consist of Clay Balley, Kaleb Jennings, Holton Summers, Ethan Ridgeway,

Brady Winge, Tyler McElroy, Tyler

art, Geoff Hamperian, Ryan McCord, Austin Forbas, Storm Leftri

Joe Schmidle and assistant coaches Sean Freeland, Corsy DeHaas, Barry Sanders and John Ellis.

Morgantown
Continued from Page 2

"~ 41, Thursday night, The

Mohigans are the tour-
ney’'s No. 1 seed.

“I did not know how our
kids  would respond
against Steubenville after
a tough road game against
Capital the night before.
But we came out and got
on top 53-16 at halftime,”

Taliman said. “We are a -

senior-laden bunch. It is a
great group.

“We are quite familiar
with University. They are
right across town,” he
ndded. “They are a much-
improved team. Coach
Schmidle has done a great
;job with his team. Ethan
Ridgeway is a super

dge and Oliver Reed. The team is coached by head coach

“WE ARE quite familiar with
University. They are right across
town. They are a much-improved
team. Coach Schmidle has done a
great job with his team. Ethan
Ridgeway is a super shooter. If he
gets off early, he creates a lot of

problems.”

Morgantown coach
DAVE TALLMAN

shooter. If he gets off problems.”

early, he creates a lot of

Tallman will trot out a

starting lineup that fea-
tures four seniors and one

junior.

Point guard Nicky
Solomon is the junior. The
5-11 dynamo is also the
team’s leading rebounder,
which speaks volumes of
his toughness.

His brother, Steven, is a
prime-timer, The 6-3 two-
guard is a consistent dou-
ble-digit scorer. Tallman
callg him, “a first-team all-
state caliber player.”

Antonio Morgano is a
5-10 guard and serves as
the Mohigans’ defensive
stopper.

Kenzie Melko and Elvin
McNalley provide the size
up front for Morgantown.
Melko is -a 6-4 forward
while McNally is. a 6-7
post.

Depth is provided by 6-
2 junior guard Torin
Hanson, 5-7 sophomore
guard Jayron Wilson and
6-5 frosh post Nick
Malone.

While Morgantown is
deep in  experience,

University is quite the
apposite. The Hawks have
just three senlors on the
roster.

Schmidlé has done a

See, UNEVERSITY,
Page B14

From The Fort Frye
Athletic Department

THE TIMES LEADER - Sarurday, February 13, 2016 - 7



THE TIMES LEADER - Saturday, February 13, 2016 - 8

PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Magnolia Hi

Blain, Alexander Anderson and Tyler Williamson. Back row, from left, are head coach Dave Tallman, Kyle Ritz,

and assistant coach Mark Blair,

. Pholo Provided
h School Boys Baskstball Team. Frant row, from left, are Peau Halahingﬂano, '!ll'y‘}sr Ande?on. |F_’|reston Igoswi?II,PDarrick
itche inters, Zach Haught, Brooks Parsons

Magnolia, Fort Frye on collision course
Blue Eagles, Cadets to battle for 3A championship

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - It seems like Magnolia and Fort
Frye have been on a collision course for one another.

At the start of the season, both teams had today’s date
circled on their calendars.

After several ups and downs nlong the way, both the
Blue Eagles and Cadets have arrived at their destination ...
Ohic University Eastern’s Health and Physical Education
Center for the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys Basketball
Championship in Class. 3A.

The game will tip off at 5:30 p.m. and the victor will

8 - THE TIMES LEADER - Saturday, February 13, 2016

receive the coveted conference championship trophy.

The top-seeded Blue Eagles come in with a 13-2 record,
riding an eight-game winning streak and are fresh off a
victory against Monroe Central in the semifinals.

“This 1s a great event for the players to play in,”
Magnolia head coach Dave Tallman said. “We know we
have a great opponent in Fort Frye. We're excited.”

The second-seeded Cadets didn't have quite as easy
time getting to the final as the Blue Eagles did in their 58-
43 victory against the Seminoles. -

Fort Frye was taken to overtime by Bellaire before post-
ing a 56-54 victory thanks to a buzzer-beating 3-pointer
by Carter Lang.

“That game definitely drained us,” Cadets’ head coach
Eric Henniger said earlier this week. “I think we’re play-
ing well right now. It took us a little while for some of our
puys to figure out their roles, but they're starting to come
together and are playin% really good basketball right now.”

The teams — though they don’t play in the pre-OVAC

rtion of the regular-season slate — are growing quite

amiliar with one another. This is the second straight sea-

son they've met in the title cFame. Magnolia won last
year's encounter, 67-65, and rode the momentum to
Charleston and eventually a West Virginia Class A state
championshig.

The Blue Eagles have been more of a work-in-progress
this season despite having several key cogs back. They got

See, MAGNQOLIA, Pagse 9



- —— rp—— T ——

LY

OVAC BOYS BASKETBALL THE TIMES LEADER - Saturday, February 13, 2016 - 9.

i

Phaoto Provided

PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Fort Frye Cadets Bogs Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are Carter Lang, Derek Layton, Carter Kiefer and Justin Anderson. Back
row, from left, are assistant coach Matt Barton, Brayson Schilling, Tyler Bradford, Grayson Schott, head coach Eric Henniger, Jacob Prichard, Ben Wagner, Tate

Engle and assistant coach Rab Nelson.

Magnolia

Continued from Page 8

a late start to the season because the Blue Eagles’ football team captured the Class A a great program. It siarts at a young age. They're going to play great defense and they’re
state championship in a 14-0 season. » : very patient on offense.”

“We're really starting to play good ball,” Taiiman said. “We had to be For both teamns, it all starts with Magnolia senior point guard Preston
more patient with this team because of the football team's success.” Boswell. With better than 2,200 career points, Boswell is the engine that
15Ffj)rt Frye has had a roller-coaster ride at times, too. The Cadets are makesi the cllit]ue Engles go and is the guy that Fort Frye must find a way

-J. to slow down,

“It's been a grind,” Henniger said. “We were up and down dur- “The thing about Preston is he’s so coachable and brings the
ivl:)g the summer and that’s kind of how the season has gone, too. level of everyone else up on the floor,” Tallman said. “He's just

e've played well against good team and we’ve played down been a tremendous asset to our program. He's the kind of kid
to the level of some other teams. We've never panicked who every youngster, who plays basketball in New
though.” Murtinsville, wants to be like.”

Like they showed against the Big Reds when they trailed by Boswell comes into the gnme averaging 36 points per
Eiu?l after Ic;ne, the Cadets are a gritty team, according to their game and is the all-time leading scorer in Wetzel County his-

ead coach. tory.

“We fight hard every time out,” Henniger admitted. *We're “You know he’s going to score a lot of points,” Henniger

always working hard and that helps to make up for some areas sald. “We have to find a way to contain him, hopefully keep
£ him below his average and then go from there. Great players,

though, are going to get their points.”
While Boswell, who is headed to Wheeling Jesuoit
University, is the floor general, he's not alone for the Blue
Eagles. He also averages six assists.

where we may lack or nights when we haven't played well,”
Henniger knows that is his team will have to be on top of its
game to notch its eighth conference title in history.
“We want to play great teams and Magnolia 15 one of those
teams,” Henniger said. “(The OVAC) is one of our main goals

Boswell's complemented well by the presence of two talented
players on the interior in Mitch Winters and Kyle Ritz. Winters aver-
ages 10 points and seven rebounds a night, while Ritz, who is headed to
West Liberty to play football, scores 7.3 points and grabs six rebounds a game.

See, FORT FRYE, Page 15
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each season. It's going to take one of our best games of the season
for us to win.”

Tallman believes the same kind of effort will be needed if the Blue
ggglli:s are going to win their fifth conference title in history and fourth since

“We’ve kind of felt we'd be seeing Fort Frye in this game,” Tallman said. “They have
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. Photo Courlesy/NEAL WARREN
PICTURED IS the 2015-16 St. Clairsville Red Devils Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are David Orr, Logan McCort, Jayden Starks, Daniel Trouten, Matthew

Busby, Justin Lane and Logan Williams. Standin?f,ffrom left, are assistant coach Kevin Sacco, Kaden Blomquist, Craig Bober, Luke Slavik, Grant Cameron, Patrick
]

Buchanan, Matt Greenwood, head coach Kim,C

ord and assistant coach Ryan Clifford.

St. C., Meadowbrook vie for 4A honor

Red Devils taking on Colts for title < am really, really happy with our schedule. We've

seen a lot of different things and good players. That’s
helped make it easier.”

By SETH STASKEY |
Times Leadsr Sports Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
"Like most basketball

.coaches, St. Clairsvilie's
boys staff likes to make
sure all of its Is are dotted
and Ts are crossed as it

f Food Service E

Supplies, Sal

arneyandsloa:
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pertains to their prepara-
tion.

Kim Clifford and com-
pany have been a bit hand-
cufted this week, however.

With the OVAC Class
4A title on the line tonight,
the Red Devils didn’t have
a whole lot of time to pre-
pare. It wasn't because

they didn't want to or put
the effort into collecting
information. They didn’t
learn their opponent —
Meadowbrook — until
Friday night when the
Colts  dispatched East
Liverpool during the other
semifinal of the Wheeling
Hospital OVAC Boys

“Wheeling

o Flower
=  Shop

o Flowers for all
o occasions!

;’;’f' 2125 Market St.,
s Wheeling, WV

urday, February 13, 2016

Sales & Service of Elecirc Molors

Serving Mines, Milis & Industrial
Accounts in the Ohio Valiey

Vs Since 1927
N. Sevanth & Hazlett Ave,,
Whealing, WV
Phone: (304) 277-2550

Fax: 277-2817

St. Clairsville coach
KIM CLIFFORD

Basketball Championship
by a 70-47 score.

“We've struggled with a
practice schedule because
we haven't known who
we're exactly Sre aring
for,” Clifford said. “We've
worked on things for both
teamns and both teams pres-
ent different prablems.”

The Red Devils squared
off against East Liverpool
just two weeks ago in the

uckeye 8 Championship
ame and used a strong
ourth guarter to prevail by
a 67-53 score.

“Having already played
East Liverpool helped, but
we’ve only been able to
talk about the other team,”
Clifford  said, “East
Liverpoo] has a really good
player (Isaac Davidson),
who can control the game
and Meadowbrook has five
guys who can shoot the 3,
50 it’s going to be a good,
tough game regardless of
who it 1s.”

St. C. actually met
Meadowbrook, too, but it
didn’t count. The teams
squared off in a November

scrimmage in Belmont
County. For all parties, it
seems like light years ago.
This is the first time the
Colts have elected to play
in the OVAC Tournament.

“Both teams are differ-
ent at this point,” Clifford
said.

Having the late game
today helps both teams’
causes. St. C., which went
through a full-scale prac-
tice before playing the

Ses, ST.C.,
Page 13
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Basketball Ch

INDIVIDUAL
MOST POINTS [35]
29, A Mayle, Trinity Chnistian, 2611
2A: 31, Anthony Waliace, Linsly, 2012
3A: 35, Shon Smith, Forl Frye, 2012
4A: 33, Dan Monteroso, St. Clalrsville, 2012
54; 25, Scottle Gore, Morgantown, 2014
MOST FREE THROWS MADE [16]
1A: 10, Ross Comis, Madanna, 2012
2A; 8, Jared Andes, Shadysids, 2008
3A: 15, Shon Smith, Fort Frye, 2012
4A: 18, Dan Monteroso, St. Clairsville, 2012
5A: 11, Elijah Bell, Wheeling Park, 2014
BEST FREE THROW % [100%, 10410]
{5 attempta minlmumy)
1A 100% (10/10), Ross Comis, Madonna,
2012 ’
2A; 100% (8/8), Jared Andes,
Shadyside, 2008
3A: 100% (6/8), Zach Roe, Buckeye
Trail, 2013
L. J. Campbell, Weir, 2010
4A: 100% (6/6), Bubby Goodwln, Wheeling
Park, 2010
5A: 100% (B/8), Scattie Cora, Morgantown,
A

1A:

MOST 2-POINT GOALS MADE [13]
1A: 10, Brandon Balley, Conation Vallsy,

- 2013

Garrett Prics, Bridgeport, 2010

2A: 10, Anthony Wallace, Linsly, 2012

3A: 13, Mark Winters, Magnalia, 2013

4A: 9, Dan Monteroso, St. Clairsvitle, 2013

5A: 10, Boo Lathon, Wheeling Park, 2012

BEST 2-POINT GOAL % [100%, 6/5]
L (5 attempta minlmum)

-1A: 100% (6/6), James Cames, Madonna,2015
2A: 83% (5/8), Parker Dyson, Bridgepori,

2015 .

Drew Kenpon, Shadyside, 2008

3A: B0% (4/5), D'Onta Long, Whasling

Central, 2008

4A: B3% (5/6), Christian Kyle, East Liverpool, 2012
Justin Efikdeberry, John Marshall, 2009

5A: 83% (10/12), Boo Lathon, Whesling

Park, 2012

MOST 3-POINT GOALS MADE [6]

1A: 6, A.J. Mayle, Trinlty Christlan, 2011

2A: 5, Jared Andes, Shadysida, 2008

Billy Merryman, Shadysids, 2008

3A: 5, Mait Martello, Staubenvilla Catholic, 2014
Zach Ros, Buckeya Trall, 2013

4A; 4, Adam Jeffrias, St Clalrsville, 2012

Riley Cartton, St. Clalirsville, 2012

INDIVIDUAL
MOST STEALS [7]

1A; 5, Chaz Lindsey, Bridgeport, 2012

2A; 5, J.C. Cash, Bridgeport, 2015

3A: 5, Caleh Gray, Buckeya Trail, 2013
4A: 7, Mylik Young, Steubenville, 2013
Bubby Goodwin, Whesting Park, 2010

BA: 4, Steve Solomon, Morgantown,

2015, 2014

MOST BLOCKS [5]

»
.
+
.
.

1A: 4, Grant Retton, Madonna, 2015
2A: 5, Jordan Indermuble, River, 2012
3A: 3, Josh Toland, Buckeye Traif, 2013
4A: 3, Dan Manteroso, St. Clairsvills, 2013
Margez O'Neal, Wheeling Park, 2011
5A. 2, Travis Tomer, University, 2013
BEST 3-POINT GOAL % [100%, 4/4]
{4 attempts minlmum}
1A: 60% (6/10), A.J, Mayle, Trinlty
Christian, 2011
2A: 100% (4/4), Jordan Sloan, Wellsville,
2014
3A: 60% (3/5), Shon Smith, Fort Frye, 2011
44: 80% (3/5), Bubby Goodwin, Wheeling Park,
2010
Logan Martin, Wheeling Park, 2010
5A: 80% (4/5), Travis Tomer, University,
- 2013
MOST OFFENSIVE REBOUNDS [13]
1A: 13, Chaica Truex, Bishop Donahue,
2014
2A: §, Anthony Wallace, Linsly, 2012
Jordan Indermuhle, River, 2012
3A: 8, Jared Blatt, Magnolia, 2010
" 4A: 6, Demetrius Lathon, Wheeling Park,
2010
5A: 4, Savion Johnson, Whasfing Park, 2014
Phil Bledsoe, Wheeling Park, 2014
Boo Lathon, Whesling Park, 2012
MOST DEFENSIVE REBOUNDS [13]
1A 13, Davon Overholt, Bishop Donahus, 2009
2A: 8, Chase Harler, Wheeling Central, 2013
Jordan Indermuhle, River, 2012
3A: 11, Mark Winters, Magnolia, 2013
4A: 9, Dan Monteroso, St. Clairsvills, 2012
Boo Lathon, Wheeling Park, 2011
5A: 7, Travis Tomer, University, 2013
Boo Laiion, Wheeling Park, 2012
MOST TOTAL REBOUNDS [23]
1A; 23, Chalce Truex, Bishop Donahue, 2014
2A: 14, Jordan Indermuhle, River, 2012
3A: 17, Seth Legraen, Fart Frye, 2014
44: 12, Colton McKivitz, Union Local, 2014
5A: 11, Boo Lathon, Wheeling Park, 2012
MOST ASSISTS [8]

1A: B, Josse Padlow, Bishop Donahus, 2015
2A: 4, Camden Douglas, Wellsvils, 2014
B. A. Holloway, Shadysida, 2008
3A: 7, Preston Boswgll. Magnolla, 2015
CAT’S PAW ART
o .SIUDI.O LL.C.
_ _ _ 00 °
LAW OFFICES { |*@ @°®
Attorneys At Law . ‘ .
« General Practice Custom Matting
JOSEPH ]. JoHN & Framing Art Supplies
| ANTHONY I. WERNER GOOD LUCK
8 304-233-4380 & ||MAROON KNIGHTS!
i i 4 || 304-280-7718

2232 Market 5L, Whealing, WV

]
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4A: 6, Kaleb McDiffitt, Union Local, 2015
5A: 5, Defon Cunningham, University, 2013
TEAM

MOST DEFENSIVE REBOUNDS [30]
1A; 30, Madanna, 2011
2A: 28, Linsly, 2012
3A: 24, Fart Frye, 2014
4A: 22, Whasling Park, 2011
5A; 22, Morgantown, 2015
MOST TOTAL REBOUNDS [46]

1A: 46, Bishop Donahua, 2014
2A: 43, Linsly, 212
3A: 38, Fort Frys, 2014
4A; 43, Wheeling Park, 2010
5A: 30, Morgantown, 2015 &

MOST ASSISTS [13]
1A: 11, Bighop Donahue, 2015
2A: 11, Whaeling Central, 2013
Whesling Central, 2008
3A: 13, Magnolia, 2015
4A: 11, 51, Clalrsville, 2015
5A: 13, Morgantown, 2015

MOST STEALS [15)
1A: 13, Bishop Donahue, 2014
2A: 13, Shadysids, 2010
3A: 14, S, Clairsville, 2008
44: 18, Steubenville, 2013
Whesling Park, 2010
54: 10, Morgantown, 2014
Parkersburg South, 2013

MOST BLOCKS [7]
1A: 7, Madonna, 2015
2A: 7, River, 2012

Ses, RECORDS, Page 12

Wheeling Central
Catholic Maroon
Knights

From
CCHS Athletic
Department
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1sketball Championshi

 Records & History

Records - hadysid 12 1 Wheeling Cantal 4 Bamesvils 65
Sha g, 2008 2009 1286 ealing Cantral 58 esvills
Continued from Page 11 3A; 10, Sleubsnvilie 2010 277 2 81, Clairsvill 50 CLASS AAR
3A: 6, Fort Frye, 2014 Clalrsville, 2012 Catholic, 2014 2011 879 3 Martins Farry 54 1 Magnalia 60
4A. 5, Whealing Park, 2011, 5A T1% (12117), 4A: 10, 5t. Clairsvilla, 2012 2012 576 4 Magnalia 44 2 St Clairsville 53
2010 Parkersburg South, 2013 5A: 6, Morganiown, 2014 2013 546 CLASS AAAA 3 Unlon Local 59
5A: 3, Parkersburg South, MOST 2-POINT GOALS BEST 3-POINT GOAL % 2014 465 1 Indian Creek 40 4 Wair 50
2013 MADE [30] [80%, 4/5) 2015 269 2 John Marshall 35 CLASS AAAA
TEAM 1A: 28, Bishop Donahus, (5 attempls minimum) CLASS 4A [1407] 3 Wheeling Park 53 1 Wheeling Park 74
MOST POINTS [86] - 2014 1A: 63% (5/8), Bridgepor, 2008 679 4 Weir 50 2 John Marshall 43
1A 86, Madonna, 2011 2A: 24, Wheeling Ceniral, 2040 2009 722 2009 3 Indian Creek 56
2A: 72, Wheeling Central, 2014 2A: 44% (11/25), Wellsvilla, 2010 525 CLASS A 4 East Liverpool 53
2H5 3A: 30, Magnolia, 2013 2014 2011 493 1 Bishop Donahue 50 2012
3A1 73, Magnofia, 2013 4A: 25, Wheeling Park, 3A: 54% (713), Magnolia, 2012 1183 2 Bridgeport 42 CLASS 1A
4A: 79, St. Clairsville, 2012 2011 2015 2013 1107 3 Paden City 63 1 Madonna 84
5A: 76, Morgantown, 2014 5A: 22, Margantown, 2015 44 44% (B/1B), St 2014 1407 4 Cameron 37 2 Beallsville 64
MOST FREE THROWS BEST 2-POINT GOAL % Clairsvitle, 2015 2015 1084 CLASS AA 3 Trinily Christian 79
. MADE [30] [66%, 20/44] 5A: 80% (4/5), Indian Crask, CLASS 5A [B22] - 1 Wheeling Cantral 52 4 Conotton Valley 70
1A: 30, Madenna, 2011 (20 attempts minimum) 2012 2012 822 2 Fort Frye 41 CLASS 2A
2A: 18, Shadyside, 2008 1A: 65% (22/34), Madonna, MOST OFFENSIVE 2013 221 3 Shadyside 61 1 Linsly 70
3A: 21, Fart Frye, 2012 2015 REBOUNDS [22] 2014 716 4 Shenandoah 53 2 River 65
4A: 23, 5t. Clalrsville, 2012 2h: 58% {24/41), Whesling 1A: 22, Bishop Donahus, 2015 145 CLASS AAA 3 Steubanwllle Catholic 69
5A: 22, Morgantown, 2014 Central, 2014 2014 TOTAL [4021] 1 Union Local 54 4 Shadysida 46
Whaaling Park, 2014 A 66% (29/44), Fort Frye, 2A: 17, River, 2012 2008 2608 2 St, Clairsvills 46 CLASS 34
BEST FREE THROW % a5 . 3A: 16, Magnolia, 2012 2008 3591 3 Magnolia 78 1 Fort Frye 64
[91%, 1112] 4A: 53% (25/47), Wheeling 4A: 17, Wheeling Park, 2010 2010 2009 4 Oak Glan 61 2 Magnolia 51
(10 attempts minimum) Park, 2011 ' 5A: 18, Wheeling Park, 2011 2205 CLASS AAAA 3 Barnasviils 76
1A 78% (21/27), Madonna, 5A:  63%  (22/35), 2014 2012 4021 1 Wheeting Park 54 4 Shenandoah 66
2012 Morganiown, 2015 ATTENDANCE RECORDS 2013 2806 2 John Marshall 42 CLASS 4A
2A: 91% (1112), Fart Frys, MOST 3-POINT GOALS CLASS 1A [711] 2014 3687 3 Weir 75 1 S\, Clairsvilla 78
2009 MADE [11] 2008 383 2015 2538 4 East Liverpoal 52 2 East Liverpool 84
3A: 79% (15119), S 1A: 11, Trinity Christian, 2000 565 SINGLE GAME 1407 ' 2010 3 Staubanville 62
Clairsvitle, 2011 2011 ) 2010 448 Unlon Local v. Staubenville, CLASS A 4 Harrison Central 56
4A: 82% (23/28), St 2A: 11, Wellsville, 2014 2011 272 2014 1 Bridgeport 60 X CLASS 5A
2012 711 OVAC BASKETBALL 2 Bishop Denahue 39 . 1 Wheeling Park 51
2013 470 CHAMPIONSHIP SCORES 3 Valley 66 2 Indian Creek 45
2014 425 - MEN'S 4 Hundred 55 3 Parkershurg South 71
2015 364 2008 CLASS AA 4 Morgantown 60
CLASS 2A [729] CLASS A 1 Shadyside 64 2013
2008 425 1 Bridgeport 49 2 Shenandoah 43 CLASS 1A
2009 695 2 Weirton Madaonna 37 3 Steubarwilla Catholic 71 1 Conotion Valley 65
2010 708 3 Bishop Rosecrans 61 4 Bamesvilla 60 2 Bishop Donahus 42
2011 560 4 Vallay 42 CLASS AAA 3 Beallsvilla 52
2012729 CLASS AA 1 Wair 48 4 Padan City 42
2013 411 1 Shadyside (30T} 69 2 Magnolia 43 CLASS 2A
2014 674. 2 The Linsly School 64 3 81, Clatrsville 75 1 Wheeling Central 52
2015 523 3 Furt Frye 67 4 Hamison Central 50 2 Steubenville Cathollc 50
CLASS 3A [1286] 4 Steubenviila Catholic 53 CLASS AAAA 3 Clay-Battells 62
2008 1043 CLASS AAA 1 Whaeling Park 64 4 Camaron 47
: : 2 John Marshall 33 CLASS 3A
3 Steubenvitle 51 1 Magnolia 75
GOOD LUCK| | Good Luck 4 Eas! Livarpool 48 2 Buckeys Trall 53
BLUE DONS || 2 3 e 7
Blug Dong CLASS A 4 Monroe Central 49
' 1 Madonna {20T) 86 CLASS 4A
. From the WEIRTON AREA 2 Trinity Christian 81 1 St, Clairsuill 62
3131 Main Street, Faculty. Staff & CHAMBER OF 3 Bishop Donahua 51 2 Staubenvills 58
Wei WV 26062 aculty, Sta COMMERCE 4 Beallsvilla 55 3 Martins Farry 80
ewrton, . Students at St. | HECAEHISTUUER CLASS AA 4 Harrison Gentral 37
‘ . Suite 1 _ 1 Fort Frye 47 CLASS 5A
304-748-4525 Paul Catholic | FNIIVAERGR Sl g o2
Gary and Mary Lyons School * wwiv.welrtanchamber.com: Ses, HISTORY, Page 15
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OVAC BOYS BASKETBALL

Photo Provided
PICTURED IS the 2015-16 Meadowbrook Colts Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are Kaleb Graham, Dalton Wiggins, Trey Singleton, Logan Wolverton, Wade
Urdak, Konnor Roberts and Zach Touvell. Back row, from left, are assistant coach Ml Pesult, assistant coach Woody B!ggs, Bobby Feyko, Justin Cork Parker
Black, Easton Black, assistant coach Dave Holdren and head coach Kelth Amold.

St. C. ‘ ' ‘ _— — S -
Continued from Page 10

Purple Riders this week, held a walk through and shoot- On the offensive end, the Red Devils are one of the But they do much more than just shoot the ball from
around . this morning before making the short juunt to premier shooting teams-in the area. They've knocked deep and everythmg s done within the structuré of the

"OUE, down 156 shots from behind the 3-point line this scason. offense. -
Clifford believes that the schedule the Red Devils . “Ourkids get a lot of shots up in practice and then they :

have lined up against leading up to this game will pay take it upon themselves to et extra shots up, too, ‘ " Sas. MEADOWEBROOK

dividends because they’ve faced so many different Clifford said. *“You reully can't have a conscience on our ) ' Page 15 "

styles. team. If you do, you'll have to play somewhere else.” g

‘.‘I am really, reullir hap fp! with our schedule,” Clifforcl
said. “We've seen a lot fferem things and good play-
ers. That’s helped make it easier.”

St. Clairsville advanced to the championship thanks to
a convincing 69-49 victory against Martins Ferry in the
third meeting between the two rivals.

The Red Devils drained 13 treys in that win against
the Riders. Plus, they turned in o solid defensive per-
formance, which had Clifford smiling {rom ear-to- ear
inside his office that night.

“Our commitment to the defensive end has changed
and it’s led to a lot of our success of late,” Clifford said.
“Early in the season, we weren't a good defensive team.
We were relying on our offense to carry us. We've com-
mitted to being a good defensive team, too, And the com-
bination is working out pretty well for us.’

Vﬁ TON WEIRTON

LOD E 88 TR NAPA
GOODLUCK || Good Luck
BLUE DONS! . Blue Dons!
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‘OVAC BOYS BASKETBALL

‘University

Continued fram Page 7

superb job of bringing the Hawks to the brink of a title in his sec-
ond year at the helm. University failed to qualify for the tourney
a year ago. ’

“The season has gone well, We have tackled a tough schedule
and have played only four home games so far. We went through a
stretch where we had only one home game in 54 days,” Schmidle
said. “T was happy with how we competed in the second half
against Park in our semifinal game. I realize they were
shorthanded, but we did play weil.”

He also realizes the task at hand Saturday.

“Morgantown is the best team [ have seen this
year,” Schmidle said. “Their defense creates all
types of problems.

_ “They take you out of your comfort zone.
“Fhey disrupt patterns and do a great job on
the boards,” he added. “Morgantown is a
tenm with no weaknesses.” .

fueled by

University's offense is
“Ridgeway. The 6-ft. sophomore guard aver-
ages about 17 points a game.

The Hawks have a nice inside tandem in 6-
6 senior post Brady Winge and 6-4 junior
Geoff Hamperian.

Senior Tyler Hart is the Hawks' 5-8 two-
guard, and is called, “tough as nails” by Schmidle.
Junior Holton Summers is a 5-10 guard who
directs the team’s offense. Knleb Jennings, a 6-2 sen-

ior forward, is University's top reserve.

“We are young team with a bright future. Our jayvee teamn
hasn't lost this year,” Schmidle added,

Tallman has deep Ohio Valley roots. The 34-year-old is a
Magnolia High grad where his dad has won three state hoop titles.
His dad’s Blue Eagles will be vying for the OVAC 3A crown this
afterncon against Fort Frye.

Before landing the Morgantown High ‘post, Tallman coached
10 years at St. Mary’s Ryken Academy in Maryland. He served as
assistant the first three years to Danny Sancomb, current
Wheeling Jesuit University head coach, before becoming head
coach the final seven seasons.

< “I am a big OVAC man. I really enjoy this tournament,”
Tatlman said. *I look forward to playing at OUE, watching my
dad and Magnolia and then going to dinner with him afterward.”

T WL wilson
- "8y
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Trinity
Continued from Page 4
inside game should be a focus of attention again

today.

“{ think multiple things will be key,’” he said.
““Definitely the offensive glass and transition
defense. And you have to stop (Joey) Ewusiak and
(Tavon) Jeter. They had 44 of the 60 peints the

first time we played. And (Jimmy) Mazzone and

(Hunter) Payne are really good shooters.”
Womble said he 1s impressed with
the Blue Dans' role players and
how they work a team.

“*They're a handful,”” he
said, ‘“They’ve improved a

lot since lost year.

**We won a nail-biter at
their place, so they will
come in wanting revenge
and we’ll have to bring
our ‘A’ game, that's for
sure.”’

Madonna (10-7) enters
today's game fresh off a
72-67 OVAC semifinal tri-

umph  against  Bishop
Donahue,

*“We were down double-dig-
its in the third quarter,” Blair
said. “‘We displayed grit and

toughness and we fought all the way

through. I was proud of that.
*“We protected the ball down the stretch, We

Central

had a goal of less than 10 turnovers and I think we
had eight. That’s a recipe for success, especially
against o team like Donnhue.””

Tough, determined play, Blair said, has been a
hallmark of his squad.

*‘1 really like their grit,’” he said. **We've been
down double-digits in the second half multiple
times this year and have found ways to crawl back
and win those games. I admire their grit, their
toughness, their competitiveness; really how much
they enjoy playing with each other.

**This team has a lot of chemistry.”’

In addition to players mentioned eatlier, the
Blue Dons also receive contributions from Nick
Higgins — the leam's lone senior — along with
Dustin Brown, Chase DiBartolomec and Justin
Canei. Outside of Higgins, the rest of the Blue
Dons' roster is comprised of juniors.

“‘Coming into the season we had two players
with varsity experience, but we had a bunch of
younger guys,”” Blair said. **The attitude has been
outsmnding. The effort has been 100 percent
evi?( day.”

adonna has seven losses, but thei;’ve come to
some pre ood teams like Wheeling Central,
Steubenville Catholic and Toronto.

‘“We've played a chal]enging schedule and we
like it that way,”” Blair noted. **That only means
we're going to get better, win or lose.’

““We'll take cach game and build off it. It’s a
challenge, but we like challenges.”’

Continued from Page 6

while Francis and Ridenour each score 12 a contest.
Dalton Ivey, a 6-1 junior, and Caleb Heller, a
6-1 senior, round out the starting five. Ivey grabs
8.5 rebounds per contest, as does sixth man Casey
Farnese, a 6-5 junior. Heller is a three-year letter-
man.
As far as Wheeling Central goes, Crane is well

aware of what lies ahead.

“I've seen them play a few times,” he allowed.
“They are a great program with a great player in
{Chase) Harler. They've got a lot of good players
around him.”

Neither coach thought the bigger floor at OUE
would affect their team.
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Meadowbrook

Continued from Page 13

“We talk about what a good and bad shot are,”
Clifford explained. “I have confidence in our Kkids
because I know the number of shots they've invested. So,
for our kids to have thousands of shots invested and for
me to tell them not to shoot would be downri%ht dumb.”

Four of the five St. C. starters average double figures
for the season. Senior ace Logan McCort leads the way
at 16.4 points a game.

Senior point guard Daniel Trouten has enjoyed an
excellent final season. He's scoring at a solid 12.2 points
anight clip. Senior Patrick Buchanan and junior Michael

game, respectively.

Senior Luke Slavik has been a strong addition to the
lineup since his return from an injury. Ironically, he was
hurt during the Red Devils’ scrimmage against
Meadowbrook. Since his return, he’s averaging just
under seven points a game.

Sophomore Matt Greenwood has also been a pleasant
addition to the rotation. An adept 3-point shooter,
Greenwood averages 8.3 points a game,

Logan Williams has also seen solid minutes off the
bench for the Red Devils’ seven-man rotation.

Scarnecchia are next in line at 11.8 and

1.5 points per

'OVAC Boys Basketball Championship Records & History

Though they’ve had to wait on who their opponent is,

History

Continued from Page 12

3 Morgantown 56 2015 Beallsville 0-1
4 Indlan Creek 43 CLASS 1A Bishop Donahue 3-2
2014 1 Bishop Donahue 69 Bridgeport 2-2

CLASS 1A 2 Madanna 68 Buckeya Trall 0-1

1 Bishop Donahue 77 3 Trinity Christian 60 Conction Valley 1-0

2 Trinity Ghristian 53 4 St. John 53 East Liverpoot 0-1

3 Madonna 62 CLASS 2A Fort Frye 3-2

4 Paden City 44 1 Wheeling Central 72 Indian Creek 1-1

: CLASS 2A 2 Bridgeport 53 John Marshall 0-4

1 Wheeling Central 68 3 Shadyside 56 Linsly 1-1

2 Wellsville 65 4 Cameron 48 Madonna 22 .

3 Caldwell 84 CLASS 3A Magnolia 3-2

4 Bridgeport 65 1 Magnolia 67 Monroe Central 0-1
CLASS 3A - 2 Fort Frys 65 Morgantown 2-0

1 Fort Frya 60 3 Monroa Central 66 Parkersburg South 1-1

2 Steubenvilla Catholic 56 4 River 60 River 0-1

3 Linsly 80 , CLASS 4A St. Clalrsville 2-4

4 Monros Central 70 1 Union Local 53 Shadysida 2-0
CLASS 4A 2 5t. Clairsville 45 Shenandoah 0-1

1 Steubsnville 63 3 East Liverpool 74 Steubenvilla 1-1

2 Unlon Local 51 4 Harmison Central 73 Steubenville Cathollc 0-2

3 East Liverpoo! 61 CLASS 5A Trinity Christlan 0-2

4 8t. Glairsville 47 1" Morgantown 73 Unlon Local 2-1
CLASS 5A 2 Parkersburg South 38 University 0-1

1 Morgantown 76 3 Wheeling Park 76 Welr 1-0

2 Wheellng Park 69 4 Steubanvilla 61 Wellsville 0-1

3 Parkersburg South 70 COMPOSITE TOURNAMENT Wheeling Central 50

4 Brooke 60 RECORDS Whealing Park 4-1

Fort Frye

Continued from Page 9

Derrick Blain and Tyler Anderson join Boswell on the
perimeter. Blain scores seven points and snags four
rebounds a game. Anderson is the Blue Eagles’ best
defender and draws the assignment of the opposing team’s
bcs%glager.

e Blue Eagles utilize an eight-man rotation, primari-
Iy. Tyler Williamson, Zach Haught and Brooks Parsons
come off the bench. :

“Those three guys off the bench could start for a lot of -

' ‘tieams," Tallman said. ““They’re very valuable to what we
0." i

The Cadets feature a pair of double-figure scorers in

their rotation. Senior Justin Anderson leads the way at 15

points a night. Senior Carter Keifer checks in at 11 points
'Y Elghme.
e balance of the Fort's starting lineup includes Derek

%gton, junior Jacob Pritchard and the aforementioned J§

1 .
“They shoot the ball very well and we can’t let them
et to the foul line because they're automatic at the
ne,” Tallman said. “We will have to play well defen-

sivelg.” -

e the Blue Eagles continue their regular season
after the OVAC wraps up, Fort Frye will begin Division
I sectional play on Friday against Sandy Valley at
Meadowbrook High School. :

Clifford basically just wants his team to do what it’s been
doing since a rough patch in late December and into
January where it lost three in a row.

“We need to continued to be focused on the task at
hand,” Clifford said. *Obviously, we wish we knew who
our next op%onent was (a bit earlier), but a key to our
success has been our ability to not look too far ahead or
beyond that possession. If we stay focused, we’ll have a
good chance to win.”

During that stretch, the Red Devils lost to Columbus
Africentric, Indian Creek and Union Local. Their other
two losses came to OVAC Class 2A finalist, Wheeling
Central.

“Basketball’s a long season,” Clifford said. *'I compare
it to a baseball hitter. Those guys go through slumps, but
they hit their way out of it. That's kind of what we did®
We played some good teams, didn’t play at times and
those things happen at times. We’ve been playing consis-
tently and pretty well of late.” .

Rui%ardless of the opponent, St. Clairsville has the BdLEe
in OVAC Tournament experience. The Red Devils are the
only program that’s been a part of the championship
bracket each season the event has existed. Taking it a step
further, the Devils have claimed two titles under this for-
mat and are playing for the top prize for the seventh time.

“We’ve got 0 good situation right now,” Clifford said.
“I hope we can duplicate our crowd and support that
we've received at OUE (tonight). We've had our student
body and community behind us all season.”

Z0O

SCIENCE
MAJOR

est':l'lb
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The high school and college winter sports season is here,
Standing by at Wheeling Hospital is our own team of
Sparts Medicine experts, ready to treat bumps, bruises,
strains, sprains, cancussions and orthopedic issues, as well
as providing the best physical therapy care.

We have the largest and most experienced hospital-based
team of Sports Medicine professionals — physical therapists,

. And Your Knees, Shoulders and More.

as well as physicians and orthopedic surgeons board-
certified in sports medicine,

We hope everyone has a safe season. But
when injuries occur, we’re ready to help
gat athletes healthy and back in the game.

. i
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‘Donahue Heads
To 1-A Title Game

Straughn leads

victory vs. Dons

" By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor
McMECHEN - Using a
relentless pressure defense and
five of its 11 baskets from
beyond the 3-point line in the
second quarter, the Bishop
Donahue girls’ basketball team
3uick1y turned a five-point
eficit in blowout on Mondxg
night at Tommy *‘Dino’’ Smi
Memorial court, :
Freshman Shay Straughn
scored a game-high 20 points
to lead four players in double
figures as the No. 2-seeded
Bishops (13-6) advanced to the
OVAC Class 1-A champi-
onship with a 61-44 victory
ninst No. 4 Madonna (10-7).
¢ Bishops will face No. 1 St

John at 12:30 on Saturday at |

Ohi? University Eastern.
[X} tls S
it’s special for the school,’’
Donahue coach Shawn Martin
said. “‘This,school hasn't been
there since 2009 and before
that was 1984 when they won
it before it was a tournament.
They won it because they had -
the best record.

ed""Thesc: girls have respond-

Martin could only watch as
his ciub started slow out of the

{Please see DONAHUE,
Page 12)

ial for the girls and

Jets

Upset

No. 1 Ferry

Madonna’'s Monica Bragg, right, goes after a loose ball with B

ahue's Madison Wiedebusch during their OVAG 1

Shawn Rina

Union Local ousts top-seeded Riders

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer

MARTINS FERRY —
Union Local nearly buried
itself in the OVAC Class 4-
A standings after a rough

“start to this season.

The Jets didn't panic or
throw in the towel and
stuck with the plan. They
played themselves back into
contention and then cap-
tured a pair of victories just
before the OVAC cut-off
date to s%ceze into the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Girls’ Basketball Champi-
onship bracket as the fourth
seed.

Coach Kelley Hanlon
and gl'llle,r tenm must I;ave
thought, why stop now

The Jets gougﬁt into that
Monday night, ousting tog-
seeded Martins Ferry, 69-
30, before a large crowd
inside the Tolbert Gymnasi-
um.

“There was a reason we
{qualified for) this tourna-
ment,” Hanlon said. *The
first part of our season was-
n't what we wanted, what-
soever. We scratched our
way in and then I told the

irls ‘let’s not mess it up.

t's take this as far as we

Fhoto by Joe Lavell
Union Local’s Saige But-
ler drives down the lane
against Martins Ferry’s
Kyonna Johnson during
Monday's OVAC Class
4A semifinal at Martins
Ferry High School.

can take it." ”
Where they’re taking it is
to Ohio University Eastern

(Please see JETS,
Page 12)

Cougars Claw Bulldogs,

Photo b
i Mm%gge,.ggg- No. 2 Bridgeport Upended
For The Intelllgenser

River Pulls Past Wheeling Central, 62-48

By RICK THORP
For The Intelligencer

HANNIBAL — When Wheeling
Central and River met inside the
R.L. Potts Gymnasium & little more
than two weeks ago, the former left
Belmont County with a convincing

62-48 victory.

The two teams met again in the
same locale Monday night, this time
ina Wheelinj Hospital OVAC Class

2-A semifin

*“We were ready this time,”* River

coach Rick Isaly said,
Were they ever.

enginecred &t 52-43 triumph,
‘Last time the

37-25 — in the third quarter.

Allison Si.lrpassesmfooo Points as Linsly Rbut

By DONNIE YEAGER JR.
For The Intelligencer

G - The Linlsy stu-
dent section jubilantly chanted
“0-U-E! O-l’.]I-E!” as the final
seconds ticked down at Stiefel
Field House on Monday night,
knowing the Cadets were headed
to the OVAC 3-A final at Ohio

With a boisterous group of River
rooters behind them, the Pilots led
virtually from start to finish and

came down here
with a chip on their shoulder and
they just outplayed us,”” said Isaly,
whose team led LEw.[u_as many as 12 -~

players to put it behind them know-
ing bigger things lie ahead — like
Monday’s rematch, which had larger

i.mplications.

A fact that wasn

And after that loss, he told his

BRIDGEPORT - During the last four seasons,
Bridgeport has had a pretty good record against every
opponent it has played in girls” basketball, with the excep-

tion of Frontier.

That was the case again Monday night inside the John

J. Havlicek Gymnasium as the No.

‘That’s what we did,”” Isal
“*We came out and played harder.”
t lost on Wheel-

said.

upset the second-seeded Bulldogs by a 54-4
Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class
2-A Girls semifinal on Frank Baxter Court.

“It’s a bad matchuop for us,” Bridgeport coach Rob
Zitzelsberger said. “They have some height and some girls
that can handle the basketball. We don’t have that.”

Frontier head coach Scott Murphy said his team’s tour-

Cougurs (15-5)
count in a

ing Central coach Penn Kurtz, :
nament experience came through.
(Please see RIVER,
Page 12}

(Please see COUGARS, Page 12)

University Eastern with the victo-
ay. Linsly had three players reach

ouble-figures, pulling away
from a game Barnesville feam by
a 70-43 count,

It renlly was a total team
effort,” Linsly coach Maggie
Allison said. “We were so
pleased by that and we (assistant

coach Rebekah Newell and I)
were just saying how well the
points were distributed.

*‘All of our starters were scor-
ing and we had scoring off of the
bench and our bench isn’t that
big, so we are really pleased with
that. Our game plan was to come
out and try to get ahead early ...

we wanted to run the floor and
thought we could get some points
in transition and we executed that
and did a good job.”

Linsly (15-4) opened up the
'scoring when 6-foot junior Jazz-
ie Orth.drained a2 mid-range
jumper at the 7:36 mark, but it
was the next basket that brought

S Shafnfacks

the crowd to its feet as junior
Vivian Allison curled around the
left side to drain a 3 and go over
the 1,000-point mark for her
career, bringing a halt to the
game.

(Please se¢ LINSLY,
Page 12)

s




gl adil,  LIEY UdC wcn
hglrids well and go after the
ball.

“Tt's a credit to them”

becanse they executed their
game plan. A big part of why
we couldn’t execute ours,
was because of them.”’

That no doubt focused on’
getting the ball to Monica
Bragg, The Bishops limited
her touches and surrcunded
her each time she went to the
high post looking for the bas-
ketball. Bragg didn’t score
her first basket until 42 sec-
onds were left in the second

LINSLY

{Continued from Page 11)

“She (Vivian)-is just a
great all-around player. She
gives 110-percent effort
every single time. She can
work outside and she can
work inside and she came
on a mission and did a good
job,” Maggie Allison said,

It was steady play by
Orth, Allison and lone sen-
ior Morgan Brunner that
buoyed Linsly’s effort in
the initial quarteer, however
Barnesville (14-7) came
back from the early deficit
behind the play of Kallee
Dowler, trailing 17-11 after
one. :

“Our shots didn’t fall. It
seemed like everything we
put up rolled off of the rim
and everything they put u

rolled in” Bamesville coac

Jamie Carpenter lamented.
“It seemed like it was one
. of those days when things
didn’t go our way, but when
that happens you have to
give the other team credit
because that (Linsly) is a
good ball teamn right there.

**“That’s probably the best
team we played this year
next to Cambridge, They
altered some shots inside to
‘make it roll off of the rim.
It’s not like we were shoot-
ing free all night. I don’t
really attribute it to any-
thing.”’

The hosts used a 4-0 run
to open the second, eventu-
ally pushing their lead to a
25-12 count after {ive steals
in the first 3:46, with Sierra
Pintarich grabbing three and
Allison snaring the other
two. Shayla Markovich pro-
vided the Rocks’ only
points of the quarter with a
strong bucket inside, but
was also able to go 7 of 8
from the free-throw line in
the final two and a half min-
utes, leaving the score at
30-20 in favor of the
Cadets at the half.,

Barnesville cut the lead
to 30-24 early in the third
after a pair of jumpers by
Sarah Powell, however that
was as close as the visitors
got as the Cadets roared out
to a 40-24 lead. Linsly dis-
tributed the ball well
throughout the quarter with
five players denting the
scoring column and most of
the bench receiving quality
minutes, taking a 46-28
lcag into the last quarter.

ot

o ™ i 4

““Cass is left-handed and
has a little bit of an awkward
shot. She draws a lot of con-
tact and a lot of times refer-
ees- don’t call it if they think
you're off-balance,’’ Martin
said. **Her and Morgan Pad-
low, those two girls pound
the boards for us and Emily
Nelson comes off the bench
and does a nice job as a
freshman.

*“With no seniors we have
to play several girls. But we
can live with it.”

Straughn hit a pair of 3s in
the fourth but the Blue Dons
won the quarter, 12-9.

“*We didn’t do a great job
at getting back in transition
and we were focused on find-
ing the girl we were guarding
at halfcourt, instead of guard-
ing the girl who had the
ball,”” Ogden said. *‘But
that’s the way it goes.

*‘Certainly we had a
height advantage and it does-
n't take a rocket scientist to
realize that’s what you’ve got
to do. With that being said,
Bishop Donahue didn’t go
along with that script and did
a heckuva job from keeping
us from getting the ball to
our bigs.”

Jewel Purpura finished
with 12 and sister Josie
added 10 for the Bish()fs.
Kasey Canei paced the Blue
Dons with 12 points and Ali-
mario added eight.

St. John 62, Valley 59

BELLAIRE ~ In a nail-
biter, St. John defeated Val-
ley. The Irish will move on
to the 1A OVAC Champi-
onship game. Marissa Rose
led the charge as she netted

For the Golden Bears,
Alex Amott led the way with

15 points while Maisie With- -

erow netted 10.
OVAC Consolation
Wheeling Park 92
St. Clairsvitle 36

WHEELING -~ Wheel-
ing Park scored 26 first quar-
ter points in a victory over 5t
Clairsville. Josie Daugherty
led the way for the Patriots
(12-6) with 16 points while
Tamara Bumgardner com-
piled 14,

For the Red Devils, Anna
DeFillipo tallied a game-high
20 points.

Cameron 52
Clay-Battelle 40

CAMERON — Kelsie
Meintel netted 16 8oints as
Cameron defeated Clay-Bat-
telle. Courtney Walker added
é?: points for the Dragons (9-

).

For the Cee-Bees (5-9),
Abby Ammons had 14
poinis.

Steabenville Catholic 54
Shadyside 34

STEUBENVILLE -
Samm Simmons and Brit-
tany Bertoia scored 12 each
as Steubenville Catholic
defeated Shadyside.

Macy Coffland led the
way for the Tigers with 10
points,

Monroe Central 62
“Indian Creek 58, OT
WINTERSVILLE -

Three Monroe Central play-
ers scored in double figures
as it defeated Indian: Creek.
Allison Kuhn led the way for
the Huskies with 20 points
while Erin Miller had 16.
Kaleigh Marley also had a

Tumer led the way for Uni-
versity with 17 points as it
defeated Weir. Morgan
Okubo had 15 points for the
Hawks while Zoe Murphy
tallied 14.

For the Red Riders, Bai-
ley Stead had nine points.

Boys
WVHIT Division 11

Paden City 62, Union 52

MOUNT STORM
Aaron Heasley buried five 3-
pointers on his way to a
game-high 25 points and
also grabbed seven rebounds
as Paden City advanced with
a victory agamnst Union.

Luke Cooper added 16
Egints and four boards for the

ildcats (6-8), who shot 41
percent from the floor and
only turned the ball over
eight times. Hayden Hizer
contributed 11 points, four
rebounds and four nssists,

Nathan Evans paced
Union {11-4) with 19 points.

" Regun

lar Season

Linsly 73, St. John 61

WHEELING -~ Cole
Griffin recorded a2 double-
double as he filled the stat
sheet with 16 points and 10
rebounds as Linsly defeated
St. John. The Cadets’ (8-9)
20 of their 27 field goals
were from assists as Jacob
Murray dished out six along
with nine points.

Mavreick Kelley had a
team-high 22 points. Leo
Herrick knotted 14 points to
round out the double digit
SCOrers.

For the Irish, Cod
Hamilton led the way wi
18 points while Cameron
Opic netfed 15.

RIVER

{Continued from Page 11}

**It was kind of the
reverse of the Iast game,’” he
said, ‘‘That game they
couldn’t make a shot and we
did. (Monday), they made
their shots and we didn’t.

*“Their scorers did a bet-
ter job. Of course, it’s pretty
hard to stop her.”

““*Her"’ is Jensen Caretti,
who finished with 24 points
after only collecting 11 in
the teams’ last meeting,
And, with 15.6 second left
in the third gquarter, her
eighth basket pushed Caretti
past the 2,000-point mark.

" Already the school’s lead-
ing scorer ,— boys or girls
— Caretti joins a select
group of Ohio Valley play-
ers to reach the plateau —
Stephanie Petho (St John),
Amie Marks (Jewett-Scio),
Kim Tullis (Jewett-Scio),
Liz Repella (Steubenville),
Ashley Vavrek (Belllaire)
and Caitlyn Kroll (Bridge-
port).

Caretti also snagged 12

rebounds as the Pilots (17-

3) earned a berth in Satur-~

day’s final opposite Frontier,
a4 54-48 winner against
Bridgeport, Tip off is set for
3 p.m. at Ohio University
Eastern,

. River finished with 28
boards, something Isaly
believed was key to his
feam’s surge.

**That and they were tak-
ing too many wide-open
3s,”” he said.

Kurtz said his team had
opportunities from the field,
but wasn’t able to knock
down enough.

**They were running a tri-
angle-and-2 trying to take
out Lindsey (Baker, 12
points) and Taylor (Dupla-
ga) and we needed some
other people to step up with
scoring,” he said.

While Kurtz got that, the
quanity wasn't there.

““We just weren’t consis-
tent enough,’” he said,
*“(The last game) we had
real balance with scoring.”

The Maroon Knights (8-
8) also had a sizable advan-
tage at the line in the last
meeting — 23 of 31 to 6 of
14. Monday, neither team
reached the charity stripe
much. Wheeling Central
was 3 of 4, with River 6 of
8.

Another factor that was
different this time around for
the Pilots was the absence of
Carsyn Reynolds, who tore
her ACL last week. Riley
Lollathin filled in admirably
for her defensively, Isaly
said.

“*She was all over,”’ he
said. “*She’s scrappy.’” -

Her performance was
indicative of the Pilots’
overall effort, Isaly noted,
and something he hopes car-
ries over to Saturday and
beyond.

“*Jensen played better and
she got us going,’’ she said.
**And when she got us
going, we had some other
kids knock down some
shots.”

JETS

{Continued from Page 11)

Clark-Patterson scored nine of her

on Saturday night to face second-seeded points in the decisive third quarter. During
Buckeye Local, which dispatched Oak that time the Jets extended what was a 32-

Glen, 56-43, in the other 4-A semifinal.

27 lead at the half into a 52-42 upperhand

“I am very proud of my girls,” Hanlon enterine the fourth.

prosasse HLUIG LIDL YLl LEL @R ended with 15 {Qlﬂf.

) v

Bell rounded out the double-figure scorers for Wheel-
ing Park with 10 points while dishing out eight assists.

The Patriots will face rival Brooke tonight in Wells-
burg as seedings for the OVAC tournament will be a’

major factor for Park.

*We don’t look at the OVAC a whole lot until about a
week before,” Jebbia said. “(The Brooke) game will I'm
sure dictate some seedings. There's no question. We will
have to be ready to play with (Tuesday being the cutoff.”

COUGARS

(Continued from Page 11)

“We’ve got some experi-
ence in the OVAC Tourna-
ment from a few years
ago,” he said. “We played
pood last year, but Wheel-
ing Centrai got us up there.
They had us on the ropes,
but we came back.”

The Cougars will return
to the finals at Ohio Univer-
sity Eastern’s Health and
Physical Education at 3
p-m. on Saturday when they
meet rival River. The Pilots
have topped the Cougars
twice this season.

Frontier, which starts
three girls 5-foot-10 or
taller, relied on its outside
shooting to grab an early
lead, which it stretched to
nine twice in the second
quarter before leading 27-
21 at the half.

“We’ve expanded our
offense this season because
we have some girls that can
shoot the 3,” Murphy said.
“We’'ve had some games
where we’ve really been
l&ot, but not Iately. We were

D.”

Bridgeport, behind Cait-
lyn Kroll, started its come-
back in the latter stages of
the third quarter and contin-
ued it into the fourth when
it drew even and then took
a 42-41 lead on a Kroll free
throw with less than 4 min-
utes remaining.

However, Frontier was

up to the challenge as it had
an answer every time
Bridgeport scored. The lead
changed hands eight times
down the stretch.

Sammi Morris gave the
Cougars a 49-48 Tead with
a layup with 51 ticks left.
Jenna Maston then stele the
inbounds pass and scored
for a 51-48 advantage.

“That steal was a very
big play in the game,” Mur-
phy said.

A Bridgeport turnover
gave Frontier the bali back
and it was able to cash in
three free throws in the
waning seconds.

“Credit to my girls,”
Murphy said. “We knew
Bridgeport was going to
make a run., The Krell girl
is s good as they come and
I actually thought she was
going to tnke the game
over, but we were able to
hold on.”

Kroll scored 34 points in
her final game on Frank
Baxter Court, including 21
in the second half when she

ut the Bulidogs on her
Eack and carried them in
the comeback. She also
pulled down 12 rebounds.

Lexi Brookover led a
balanced Frontier attack
with 14 points, two more
than Morris. Kylie Daugh-
erty came off the bench to
record 10 points and grab a
team-high eight rebounds.

SUPER

(Continued from Page 11)

All of this thoughtfully brought to prime time by the
NFL for the first time in the 50-year history of the Super

Bowl.

For decades, Media Day was a Tuesday-morning affair
— set early in the day, early in the week, so as not to
interrupt the teams’ schedules too much and to give writ-
ers the rest of the week to craft the stories out of the ques-

tions they’d asked.

But this year, the NFL moved it to Monday night,
where minor details like dress code, off-color banter and
8-year-olds asking football players questions after bed-
time barely raise an eyebrow anymore.

NFL spokesman Michael Signora described the sched-
uling change as one that allows “more fans (to) experi-
ence what has grown to become a very unique, popular

Suger Bowl event.,”

urprising they didn’t do this earlier. It’s a nod to the
reality that “Media Day” has long been a “journalism-free
zone” — one in which fans have willingly, for the last
five years, paid money for tickets that allow them to sit in
the stands ahd watch. the hilarity unfold.

Speaking of which ...

Late in the Broncos media session, Rocky the Lep-
rechaun — a regular at Broncos games over the years —
1aid a dollar bill cut on the blue carlpeting of SAP Center

and waited to see if someone wou
minutes passed. Nobody did. -
“Crazy to see that,” he said.

d pick it up. Several

¢

The social experiment complete, he waited for a TV
crew that needed him for a live shot.
In the meantime, he answered one guestion: What

malree thie waalr en rant?
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UL soars
past Ferry
to 4A final

« Jets’ DelLaney scores 1,000th

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leadsr Sports Editor

Buckeye to
play for title
in Class 4A

By MATTHEW PEASLEE
For The Times Leader

RAYLAND -
basketball team to

MARTINS FERRY - Union Local near-
| ly buried itself in the OVAC Class 4A
standings after a rough start to this season.
The Jets didn't panic or throw in the
towel. They simply stuck with the plan.
They played themselves back into con-
tention and then captured a pair of victories
just before the OVAC cut-off date to
squeeze into the Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Girls Basketball Championship bracket as

the fourth seed.

So, basically, head coach Kelley Hanlcm
and her team must have thought, why stop.

now?

The Jets’ players bought into that in a big
way Monday night, ousting top-seeded Mar-
tins Ferry, 69-50, before a large crowd:

inside the Tolbert Gymnasium.

“There was a reason we (qualified for)
this tournament,” Hanlon said. “The first.
part of our scason wasn’t what we wanted,
whatsoever. We scratched our way in and
then I told the girls, ‘let’s not mess it up.
Let’s take this as far as we can take it.””

Where they’re taking it is to Ohio Univer-
sity Eastern on Saturday night to face sec-
ond-seeded Buckeye Local, which dis-

Ses, UL, Page B2

Unjvermty Eastera.

they

rims,

Martins. Ferry's Tyrah King during Monday's OVAC Class 4A semifinal.
Clark-Fatterson scored 21 to lead the Jets past Ferry, 69-50.

RIVER'S Jensen
Caretti (33) goes
airborne Monday
night while making
a pass between
Wheeling Central’s
Maddie Taylor (3)
and Hiley Ben-
nington {14).
Caretti surpassed
the 2,000-point
mark in the Pilots’
52-43 victory.

T+ Photo/RICK THORP

Frontier

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writar

ypsets Bridgeport

night, this time in a Wheeling
Hospital OVAC Class 2A
sernifinal.

**We were ready this
time,’" River head coach Rick
Isaly said.

Were they ever.

With a boisterous group of
River rooters behind them,
the Pilots led virtually from
start to finish and engineered
a 52-43 triumph.

‘‘Last time, (Wheeling
Central) came down here
with a chip on their shoulder
and they just outplayed us,”
said Isaly, whose team led by

« Caretti scores
2,000th point

By RICK THORP
Times Leader Sports Writer

HANNIBAL " When
Wheeling Central and River
met inside the R.L. Potts
Gymmnasium a little more than
two weeks ago, the Maroon
Knights left Monroe County
with a convincing 62-48 vic-
tory.

The two teams met again in
the same locale Monday

Port head coach Rob Zitzelsberger said.
*They have some height and some girls

BRIDGEPORT - Over the past
four years, Bridgeport hag pad & pretty
good record against every opponent it
has played in girls basketball, with the

exception of Frontier.

That was the case once again Mon-
day night inside the John J. Havlicek
Gymnasium as the No. 3 Congars (15-
5} upset the second-seeded Bulldogs by
a 54-48 count in 8 'Wheeling Hospital
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class
2A Girls Championship gemifinal on

Frank Baxter Court. :

“It's a bad matchup for us,” Bridge-

| SJC gets
to reach

i

By RICK DeLUCA
Times Leader Sports Writer
BELLAIRE - - Coach

Bubba Kapral and his St. John
Central girls basketball team is
back in the OVAC title game
and for the third time, Lady
Irish's trip to the Class 1A
final goes through a win over
Valley.

Despite a gutsy effort by the
visiting Lumberjills down the
stretch, the top-seeded Lady
Irish held off fourth-seeded
Valley en route to a 62-59 win
in a nail-biter Monday night.

St.

s past Valley
A title game

John Central, ' the

that can handle the basketball, We
don’t have that eighth.”

Frontier head coach Scott Murphy
said his team’s tournament experience
came through.

“We've got some experience in the
OVAC tournament from a few year's a
£0,” he said. “We played good last
year, but Wheeling Central got us up
there.. They hand us on the ropes, but we
came back.”

The Cougats will return to the finals
at Ohio University Eastern’s Health and

See, BRIDGEPORT, Page B2

OVAC's leader in girls’ bas-
ketball championships with 14,
embark on their fourth trip to
the Wheeling Hospital OVAC

For the Buckeye Local gitls
enter unchartered territory, it

had to aiter Oak Glen'’s shot chart.

On Tuesday in an Ohio Valley Athletic Con-
ference 4A semifinal, the No. 2 Panthers used a
stingy defense to earn a 56-45 win over the No.
3 Golden Bears. They now advance to Saturday
night's championship game against No. 4 Union
Local. Tip off is scheduled for 8 p.m. at Ohio

“We're off to primetime,” said Buckeye Local
caach Tom Figurski. “T've been coachmg here
14 years and this is the first time we’ve reached
the OVAC tournament and, now, we have the
opportunity to play for a title. They're a great
group of girls and they deserve to be where

. “The defense was there tonight. We had to
tnke away No. 1 (Alex Arnott) in the lane and
No. 44 (Taylor McKay) on the 3-pointers. Our
girls keyed on them and gaot the job done.”
The Panthers forced 22 turnovers and contest-
ed most of Oak Glen’s shots.
“There must have been Saran wrap on the
* Golden Bears coach Ryan Wells said,
with a laugh, as his team went 4 of 19 from the
; free throw line and missed 28 shots in the lane.
T PhotoldOE LOVELL “The execution was there and our defense played
UNION LOCAL'S Kaitlyn Clark-Patterson goes up for a shot against lights out. We just couldn’t make free throws

See, BUCKEYE, Page B2

River gets by Central

as many as 12 - 37-25 -
in the third quarter.

And after that loss, he told
his players to put it behind
them knowing bigger things
were ahead — like Monday’s
rematch, which had larger
implications.

*“That’s what we did,”’
Isaly said. ‘‘We came out and
played harder.”’

A fact that wasn't lost on
Wheeling Central head coach
Penn Kurtz.

‘It was kind of the reverse

See, RIVER, Page B2

j No. 2 Bulldogs, 64-
| 58.

-L Photo/KIM NORTH

Linsly unloads on
Barnesville in 3A

« Cadets’ Allison scores 1,000th point

By DONNIE YEAGER JR.
Times Leadar Sports Writer

Championships at OUE on Sat-
urday after notching its 18th
win of the season. Kapral’s
cagers will head into their
12:30 p.m. championship bat-
tle with second-seeded Bishop
Donahue with an 18-3 record.
Coach Jeff Derby’s impres-
sive Valley crew saw their
record dip to 11-5 en the sea-
son. “We turned it into a nail-
biter,” Kapral said. “We were

See, SJC, Page B2

(assistant coach Rebekah

o T-L. PhotoAJOE LOVELL
ST. JOHN'S Jessica Alvey races the ball up
the court during Monday's OVAC Class 1A
semifinal against Valley.

WHEELING - The Linlsy student section jubilantly
chanted “O-U-E! O-U-E!” as the final seconds ticked
down at Stiefel Field House on Monday night, knowing
the Cadets were headed to the OVAC 3-A final at Ohio
University Eastern with the victory. Linsly had three
players reach double-figures, pulling away from a game
Barnesville team by a 70-43 count.

“It really was a total team effort,” Linsly coach Mag-
gie Allison said. “We were so pleased by that and we

Newell and I) were just say-

ing how well the points were distributed.
See, LINSLY, Page B3




doing. I give Valley credit. We had
them on the ropes and they never quit.
It’s just nice to advance. Last year, at
this point, we were losing to Conotton
Valley by one point in overtime,”
Kapral continued.

“Next, we play Bishop Donahue
and we will have to play a different
kind of ball game because they are
guard-oriented.”

St, John struggled from the field in
the first period, connecting on just
three of 13 shots in the opening eight
minutes while Valley cashed six of
their 13 shots.

a*

third frame.

The teams exchanged runs with the
Irish opening eight and nine-point
leads only to see the Lumberjills get
some key rebounds and buckets to
stay close. Down 44-40 late in the
third, the Lady Irish put together a six
straight points on a bucket and free
throw by Rose, a lay-in by DeLuca
off a Lowe pass and a conversion by
Rose to close out the third with a 50-
40 lead.

“We've only practiced two times in
the last three weeks,” Derby said
about his Lumberjills. “We played

PUASILD GIIM LT W LWL UELDy 2 WAL
closed with 14 points and six assists
and Arnolds added nine markers.
Katelyn Brown had eight rebounds.

St. John notched a win in the pre-
lim. Varsity scoring:

ST. JOHN CENTHAL {62) — Froehlich
7, 8-8 22; Lowe 3, 0-0 6; Rose 6, 12-16 25;
DeLuca 1, 0-0 2; Nixon 0, 0-0 0; Lemasters
0, 1-2 1; Alvey 1, 4-8 6. Totals, 18-53, 25-
34. VALLEY (59) — West 0, 0-0 0; FPalmer
6, 0-0 14; K. Brown 2, 0-1 5; Underwood 3,
1-2 7; Thomas 0, 0-0 0; Arnolds 4, 1-2 9;
E. Brown B, 8-7 20; Baker 1, 0-0 2. Totals,
24-52, 812,

Three-point goals: St. John Central (1)
- Hose, 1. Valley (3) — Palmer, 2; K.
Brown, 1.

Bridgeport

Continued from Page B1

Physical Education on Saturday at
3 p.m. when they meet rival River,
the top seed which sent Wheeling
Central to the third-place game last
night. The Pilots have topped the
Cougars twice this season.

Frontier, which starts three girls 5-
10 or taller, relied on its outside
shooting to grab the early lead, which
it stretched to nine twice in the sec-
ond quarter before leading 27-21 at
the half.

“We've expanded our offense this
season because we have some girls
that can shoot the three,” Frontier
head coach Scott Murphy said.
“We’'ve had some games where
we’ve really been hot, but not lately.
We were do.”

Bridgeport, behind St. Francis (Pa.)
signiee Caitlyn Kroll, starfed its come-
back in the latter stages of the third
quarter and continued it into the
fourth when it drew even and then
took a 42-41 lead on a kroll free
throw with just under 4 minutes
remaining,

However, Frontier was up to the
challenge as it had an answer every

time Bridgeport scored. The lead
changed hands eight times down the
stretch.

Sammi Morris gave the Cougars a
49-48 lead with a layup with 51 ticks
left. Jenna Maston then stole the
inbounds pass and scored for a 51-48
advantage.

“That steal was a very big play in
the game,” Murphy noted.

A Bridgeport turnover gave Fron-
tier the ball back and it was able to
cash in three free throws in the wan-
ing seconds,

“Credit to my girls,” Murphy said.
“We knew Bridgeport was going to
make a run. The Kroll girl is as good
as they come and I actually thought
she was going to take the game over,
but we were able to hold on.”

Kroll scored 34 points in her final
game on Frank Baxter Court, includ-
ing 21 in the second half when he put
the Bulldogs on her back and carried
them in the comeback. She also
pulled down 12 rebounds.

Lexi Brookover led a balanced
Frontier attack with 14 points, two
more than Morris. Kylie Daugherty

came off the bench to record 10
points and grab a team-high eight
rebounds.

“I told the girls it would take a
team effort and that is exactly what 1
pot tonight,” Murphy said.

For Zitzelsberger and his Bulldogs,
who have dropped three straight for
the first time in four years, it’s back
to work with a consolation round
game at Wheeling Central Thursday
night.

“We’ve got to get back to the
drawing board and work hard,” he
said. “It won’t be easy over there
Thursday.”

Scoring:

FRONTIER {54} - Haught 0 0-0 0;
Mastan 3 0-0 7; Morrls 5 0-0 12; Brookover
4 5-B 14; Newlan 2 2-4 6; Daugherty 4 2-4
10; Graham 2 0-0 5; Totals: 20-47 9-19.
BRIDGEPORT (48) — Kroll 8 13-16 34;
Schell 3 0-0 8; Trouten 1 0-1 2; Bulesky O
0-0 0; Massey 0 2-4 2; Beal 1 0-0 2, Neer 0
0-0 0; Butler D 0-0 0; Sommer 0 0-0 0; lvan
0 0-0 0; Matheny 0 0-0 0; Totals: 14-55 15-
21

'-‘3-Poinl Goals; Frontier 5 (Morris 2, Mas-
ton, Brookover, Graham); Bridgeport 56
(Kroil 3, Schell 2)

River
Continued from Page B1

of the last game,”’ he said. *‘That
game, they couldn't make a shot and
we did. (Monday), they made their
shots and we didn't.

**“Their scorers did a better job. Of
course, it’s pretty hard to stop her.””

‘‘Her’’ is Jensen Caretti, who fin-
ished with 24 points after only col-
lecting 11 in the team’s last meeting.
And, with 15.6 ticks left in the third
quarter, her eighth basket of the game
pushed her past the 2,000-point
mark. She now has 2,007 career
points.

Already the school’s leading scorer
— boys or girls ~ the Ohio State
' signee joins a select group of Ohio
Valley players to reach the plateau —
Stephanie Petho (St. John’s), Amie
Marks (Jewett-Scio), Kim Tullis
(Jewett-Scio), Liz Repella
(Steubenville), Ashley Vavrek (Bell-
laire} and Caitlyn Krofl (Bridgeport).

Caretti also snagged 12 rebounds
as the Pilots (17-3) earned a berth in
Saturday’s 2A final opposite Frontier,

UL

a 54-48 winner against Bridgeport.
Tip off is set for 3 p.m. at Ohic Uni-
versity Eastern.

River finished with 28 boards,
something Isaly believed was key to
his team’s surge.

““That and they were taking too
many wide-open 3s,”’ he said.

Kurtz said his team had opportuni-
ties from the field, but weren’t able to
knock down enough.

“*“They were running a triangle-
and-2 trying to take out Lindsey
(Baler, 12 points) and Taylor (Dupla-
ga) and we necded some other people
to step up with scoring,” he said.

While Kurtz got that, the quanity
wasn’t there.

““We just weren't' consistent
enough,”” be said. *‘(The last game)
we had real balance with scoring.”

The Maroon Knights (8-8) also had
a sizable advantage at the line in the
last meeting ~ 23 of 31 to 6 of 14.
Monday, neither team reached the
charity stripe much. Wheeling Central

was 3 of 4, with River 6 of 8.

Another factor that was different
this time around for the Pilots was the
absence of Carsyn Reynolds, who
tore her ACL last week. Riley Lol-
lathin filled in admirably for her
defensively, Isaly said.

*‘She was all over,”” he said.
**She’s scrappy.”’

Her performance was indicative of
the Pilots’ overall effort, Isaly noted,
and something he hopes carries over
to Saturday and beyond.

*‘Jensen played better and she got
us going,”’ she said. “*And when she
got us going, we had some other kids
knock down some shots.”’

Scorin%:
WHEELING CENTRAL {43} — Blaha 3,
1-2 7; Taylor 3, 0-0 7; Ferns 3, 0-0 &6;
Baker 4, 2-2 12; Manns 0, 0-0 0; Benning-
ton 2, 0-0 6; Duplaga 2, 0-0 5. Totals 17, 3-
4 43, RIVER (53) — Lollathin 1, 0-0 2;
A.Caldwell 3, 0-1 6; Fiannery 4, 0-0 8;
B.Caldweli 1, 2-2 4; Wiiliams 3, 2-2 8;
Caretti 11, 2-3 24; Winkler 0, 0-0 0. Totals
23, 6-8 52.

3-point goals: Taylor, Baker (2), Ben-
ningion (2), Duplaga,

Continued from Page B1

patched Oak Glen, 56-45, in the
other 4A semifinal,

“I am very proud of my girls,”
Hanlon said. *They stuck to the
gameplan and played their hearts out.
We’re playing good ball going into
the tournament.”

The Jets, who have been scoring
the ball at an impressive clip the last
few weeks, spent most of their prac-
tice time working on the defensive
end of the floor. They knew they had
to take away Ferry senior Tyrah King
as much as possible to advance.

King, who scored the first two
Ferry goals of the game, finished with
just seven points. She erupted for 32
against the Jets the last time the two
squads met.

“We knew they were going to try
to do whatever they had to do against
Tyrah, whether it was double or triple
team her,” Ferry head coach Lindsay
Coyne said.

Much of the defensive work was
supplied by Kaitlyn Clark-Patterson.
She missed a good chunk of the sea-
son with an injury, but she made up
for lost time against the Riders. Not
enly did she make things tough on
King, she scored a team-high 21
points and came up a rebound shy of

a double-double.

“We weren’t the same team with-
out Kaitlyn,” Hanlon said. “Since
she’s come back (to the linenp),
we’ve really been playing well. The
girls all work well together.”

Clark-Patterson scored nine of her
points in the decisive third quarter.
During that period, the Jets extended
what was a 32-27 lead at the half into
a 52-42 upperhand entering the
fourth.

“Union Local played extremely
well,” Coyne said. “It seemed like
every shot they were taking was
going in, whereas ours were hitting,
clanking and just not dropping for
uS,"

Ferry, which never led in the game,
got the deficit under 10 once in the
fourth, but could never get any closer.
Union Local scored the game’s final

- 10 points. Talented sophomore guard

Hayley Porter calmly sank all four of
her charity tosses in the final period
and finished with 17.
Clark-Patterson and Porter were
joined in double figures by seniors
Alli DeLaney and Saige Butler.
Del.aney surpassed the 1,000-career
point in the first half and finished
with 13. She now has 1,008 points.

Butler added 10.

The Riders will now trek to Oak
Glen to play in the consolation game.

“This was one of the girls’ biggest
goals,” Coyne said. “The past couple
of years haven’t been easy, but these
girls fought hard. We talk about this
tournament and wanted to experience
it. It feels like crap right now, but
there’s a lot of basketball left.”

The Purple was led by senior Shaye
DeLeonardis. She tried single hand-
edly to keep her team in it, scoring 28
points. Kyonna Johnson joined King
with seven points.

The Jets held a commanding 34-20
edge on the glass, Union Local over-
came 20 turnovers, which was seven
more than the Riders.

Scoring:

UNION LOCAL (89) — Del.aney 6, 0-0
13; Sa. Butler 3, 2-4 10; Hay. Porter 4, 6-6
17; Glark-Patterson 10, 1-1 21; Han. Porter
2, 0-0 6; McGary 0, 0-0 0; Loase 1, 0-0 2;
Su, Butler 0, 0-0 0; Robb 0, 0-0 0; Totals:
28, 9-11 69. MARTING FERRY (50) —
King 3, 1-2 7; Coleman 2, 0-0 4;
Del.scnardis 8, 8-8 28; Bridges 1, 0-0 2, D.
Johnsen 1, 0-0 2; Banitt 0, 0-0 0; K. John-
son 3, 1-1 7; Sutton 0, 0-0 0; Totais: 19,
10-13 50,

3-point goals: UL — Delanay, Sa. But-
ler {2), Hay. Porter {3}, Han. Porter (2). MF
— Deleonardis (2).

21_17’ athalftime‘ I|U!:’-ﬂ}«!lﬂl Yea L;F}J I LA Wi
“You just can't during Monday’s OVAC 4A

score ﬁvc points in a Semifinal against Oak G!En.

quarter and expect to
win after that,” Wells said.

A steal and jump shot by Emily Holzapfel on the first
play of the second half gave the Panthers a five-point lead.
Shortly after, Rachel Zeroski had a steal, then found her
sister, Becky, who converted on a layup which allowed
Buckeye Local to have a 28-20 lead.

At the 3:36 mark of the third quarter, the Panthers went
up by double digits for the first time (31-20) on a 3-point-
er by Holzapfel.

Holzapfel led all scorers with 26 points. Becky Zeroski
finished with 17 points after knocking down four 3-point-
ers. Zeroski also had four assists and three steals.
Holzapfel also had three steals, while Alaire Destifanes
had two assists and three blocks.

“I told them, ‘I'll take a foul if you push them back,™
Figurski said. “We had to body them up tight. I though the
officials did an excellent job controlling the game and let-
ting them play. They’re doing our job, and il we’re not
giving them an opportunity to make a foul call because
there’s no contact, that’s our fault.”

Arnott led the Golden Bears with 15 points, while
Logan Andrews had 11 and Maisie Witherow added 10.

Oak Glen had a 36-31 advantage on the glass, Andrews
grabbed 20 rebounds, herself.

The Panthers now face off against a fomiliar Union
Local team, which knocked off Martins Ferry in the other
4A semifinal. The Jets have defeated Buckeye Local twice
already this season.

Scoring:

OAK GLEN (45) — Arnott 6 2-11 15, Kovalcik 0 0-0 0, Stipec 0
0-0 0, Witherow 5 0-2 10, Grotefend 0 0-0 0, Clunk 0 0-0 0,
Andrews 5 1-4 11, Severs 3 1-1 7, McKay 1 0-1 2. Totals: 20 4-18
45, BUCKEYE (56) — B. Zeroski 4 5-6 17, Gill 0 0-0 0, Piargaliini
10-02, Vinge 3 0-1 0, R. Zeroski 1 2-2 4, Banal 0 1-4 1, Holzapfel
10 4-4 26, Swiger 0 0-0 0, Dvorcek 2 0-0 4, Destifanes 1 0-0 2,
Garfock 0 0-0 @, Toroko 0 0-0 0, Miller O 0-0 0, Doyle 0 0-0 0.

Totals: 19 12-17 56.
3-painters: OG — Arnott. BL — B. Zeroski 4, Holzaplel 2.

Spigarelli

Continued from Page B1

tle behind in terms of the weight room and getting to
know the kids better, but we’ll be OK.”

The Nelson Field sidelines will be no place new for Spi-
garelli. The 1988 Bellaire High School graduate played
three seasons of varsity football and then spent 12 years
on the varsity coaching staff, working under John Mag-
istro and Gregg Bonar.

“We're trying to get (this program) back to where it was
in the good ol’ days,” Spigarelli said, “T hear people say
we don’t have the caliber of athletes that we had back
then. Well, we could if these kids put in the effort and the
time with the commitment to being good.”

During Spigarelli’s time on the staff under Magistro,
the Big Reds won four regional titles. He was an eighth
grade coach during the Big Reds’ two trips to the Ohio
State Championship Games in 1995 and 96. His last two
seasons on the Big Reds’ staff, which were 2007 and 08,
Spigarelli was the defensive coordinator.

“I've been working toward this position and goal for the
past 25 years,” Spigarelli admitted.

After graduating from Bellaire, Spigarelli attended Ohio
University, earning a degree in education in 1992. He also
owns a master’s degree from OU, too.

Spigarelli’s teaching and coaching careers started at
Union Local. He was an eighth grade football and assis-
tant baseball coach. He then accepted a job at Martins
Ferry and was eighth grade football and reserve basketball
coach for a short stint.

Now, he’s in his 21st year as a member of the Bellaire
High School facuilty. After taking the 2009 scason off
from coaching, Spigarelli landed a position at West Liber-
ty, working with the strong safeties.

“I really appreciate everything Coach (Roger) Wailine
did for me the last six years,” Spigarelli said. *I learned a
tremendous amount of football during that time.”

Along with his football experience, Spigarelli was also
the Big Reds’ baseball coach for two seasons. He goided
the 2003 team to a berth in the Division III regional final
in Chillicothe.

Spigarelli believes the biggest key to success is building
relationships, whether it’s within the staff, with the kids or
in the community.

“Everyone needs to be on the same page,” Spigarelli
said. “The kids have to see that you care about them, both
as people and players. If they do, 1 believe they’ll play that
much harder for you, the staff, the school and entire com-
munity,”

As for the 2016 Big Reds, Spigarelli is excited about
the talent that returns at the skill positions, but he knows
depth must be created in the trenches.

“I think, at any level, the number one key in football is
in the trenches,” Spigarelli said. “I think we're kind of
slim up there right now, but from this day forward, I
expect the kids to work hard in the weight room.”

Spigarelli, who will run the defense, hopes to employ a
4-2-5. Offensively, he expects a mixture of Big Reds’
offenses of old along with some of the things he’s learned
with the Hilltoppers. :

“lI would like to get back to the days when Mark and
Gregg (Bonar) were the offensive coordinators here,” Spi-
garetli said. “We will obviously try to take what the
defense gives us.”

The Spigarelli era of Big Reds’ football officially
begins Aug, 27 against newly scheduled, River. The Big
Reds don’t leave the {riendly confines of Nelson Field for
four of the first five weeks, but road trips to Shadyside, St.
Clairsville and Martins Ferry can be found in the second
half of the season.

“I believe we’ll be able to compete with any team we
have on our schedule,” Spigaretli said. *There’s only one
way for this program to go and that’s up after a few down
seasons.”
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Froehlich, Irish Win 1-A Crow

Record Double-Double for Star |

By SHAWN RINE

Sports Editor
ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
A coach cannot teach the
type of height Lindsey
roehlich possesses. And
statistics show that nobody
Eroduces OVAC girls’ bas-

etball cham-

ions like St.
ohn and
Coach Buhba

Kapral.
roehlich
set an all-class
tournament
record with 21
rebounds to go
along with her
20 points and
the Fighting
Irish (19-3) used that per-
formance along with a mas-
terful effort on the defen-
sive end to stymie Bishop
Donahue for a 49-39 victo-
ry in the Class 1-A title
game Saturday at Ohio Uni-
versity Eastern. 1t’s the
ninth crown with Kapral in
charge and the conference-

“‘These kids have grown
up for four years together
and that’s whgmwe played
so tight in the first half ... it
meant a lot to them,’’
Kapral said, *‘This is their
last po-around.

*“This meant the world to
them and this
i5 as good a
class of young
ladies as I
have ever
hnd.IV

The teams
1 walked off the
court at half-
time tied at
23-23, but
when Jewel
3 PJurpura hit a

-pointer and Josie ura
scored and then him at
5:34 of third, the Bishops
(13-7) led 31-25 and
Kapral had seen enough. He
burned a quick timeout and
from that point it was all
Irish.

Bishop Donahue didn’t
score again until there was

high 15th for the St. John
girls’ program.

See, 1-A, Page B2

il
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3:26 remaining in the g yopnys Lindsey Frochlich looks to shoot the ball during Saturday’s game against
Bishop Donahue. St. John prevailed and took the crown for the class 1-A title.

Linsly Falls to Fort Frye for 3-A Title

By TRACY WATSON
For The News-Ri
FLUSHING — There is no
question that if you want to beat
Linsly's gitls’ basketball team you
have to find a way to either stop, or
at least slow down the Lady Cadets’
big three of Morgan Brunner,
Vivian Allison and Jazzy Orth.
Saturday afternoon at Ohio Uni-
versity Eastern, Fort Fl;re coach
Dan Liedtke created a defensive
scheme to do just that and his Fort
Frye squad worked it to perfection
to earn a conference championship.

« Megan Hesson scored five of
her team-high 13 points in overtime
and the down-river Cadets survived
a late scare in regulation to hold off
Linsly, 43-38, and capture the Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference Class
AAA championship,

Jensen
Caretti goes
up for a
shot

during
Saturdag’s
OVAC2A
game
against
Frontier.
Carett] set
marks for
most polnts
scoredina [¥
title game |
(all classes)
and most 2-
point field
goals made.

Photo by Rick |,
Thorp &

1A : :

Frontier Takes 2-A Title

Liedtke's team is no stranger to
the conference championship round,
winning their fifth title since 2010
while twice finishing as runner-up
during that time. The same two
teams played a two-overtime thriller
'{lst two years ago in the finals with

insly taking a 47-41 victory.

It looked like the Wheeling-
based squad was going to get off to
a quick start, getting & pair of Orth
hoops in the first two minutes of the
gome to take an early 4-1 advan-
tage. But the Cadets went over nine
minutes until their next field gonl
and Orth, who battled foul trouble
the entire pame, never got off anoth-
er shot in the contest.

Fort Frye (15-5) also limited
high-scoring Vivian Allison to just
six points and while Brunner fin-
ished with a game-high 18, she did-

n’t can her first field goal until the
third glléartcr and 10 of those came
from the line.

Trailing 34-32, Brunner was
able to nail a pair of charity tosses at
the 1:32 mark to knot the count at
34. And when Liedtke’s squad
turned it over with 59 seconds
showing Linsly looked to play for a
final shot. Unfortunately for Maggie
Allison and her Cadets they were
unable to get off a good look before
the buzzer,

Top-seeded Fort Frye never
trailed in overtime, getting the lead
when Karisa Long twice made the
front-end of a two shot foul to make
it 36-34 at 2:21 of overtime. Hes-
son made it a four-point bulge with
a hoop at 1:17 before Brunner final-
ly got Linsly on the board at 1:07 to
cut the deficit back to just two.

_going to have to beat us. I thi

But a pair of Katie Hart free
throws, another by Hesson and a
break-away basket by Hesson
wrapped things up. Brunner added a

air of late free throws for the
adets” only other points of the
eXira session.

“We ran a defense that we
haven’t ran all year,” Liedtke admit-
ted. “I knew there were going to be
some tough match-ups so we
changed things up to try and keep
their big three from hurting us too
much. ‘

“The plan was that if we were
going to get beat the other girls were
itall
worked out pretty well, we really
didn’t let their bigs get on any kind
of aroll.

See, 3-A, Page B2

this year.

Bulldogs.

, For
ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Afier coming
up short in its quest to repeat as confer-
ence champions last season, Frontier
coach Scott Murphy knew his team was
on a mission Saturday to finish the job

**At the Bridgeport game, I could see
it in their eyes they were ready,”” Murphy
said of Monday’s
OVAC Championship Class 2A semifi-
nal victory against the second-seeded

Were they ever,

The Cougars set a Euir of shooting
records and came up s
mark Saturday in handing River a 65-5
defeat in the 2A fitle tilt inside Ohio Uni-

By RICK THORP
e News-Register

es LR

Wheeling Hospital

versity Eastern’s Physical Education
Center.

*“We've shot really well more than
once this year,”” Murphy said. ‘“It's
somethin
practice.
to shoot well is if yon make good pass-

we talk about every day in
nd the only way you're going

Frontier was 26 of 36 (72 percent)
from 2-point range, establishing a shoot-
ing standard for all five conference class-
es and shattering the previous mark —
16 of 25 (64 percent) — set by Bar-

nesville in 2008. All told, the Cougars

ort of a scorin

were 29 of 42 from the field (69 per-
cent),

The 26 2-pointers also set an ail-class
mark, breaking the previous record of 25,

See, 2-A, Page B2

Jets Take Down ﬂucl_{eye Local to Claim 4-A Title

after the Panthers had sprinted out of the gates to

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intellipencer
ST, CLAIRSVILLE —

ketball team that coined that phrase.

On one of the bizegest stages. the Jets tnok

0 says it's tough
to beat a team three times in one season?
It certainly wasn’t the Union Local girls' bas-

and first since 2011.

I feel so good about (this title) because we
were 50 far down (in the standings) and I thought
there was no chance of us getting in, but once we

did, I thought we could

Local coach Kelly Hanlon said. “This really feels

[170"3Ts Iie

make a run at it,” Union

an 8-2 lead. The Jets proceeded to score
13 with Porter netting seven in the first quarter.
She continued with
quarter, scoring 10 more.

“She had a great game tonight,” Hanlon said

e next

2 hot hand in the second

nf har conhamars anint maed  4Qha’c alwasio o

WVU
Men
Defeat
Baylor

MORGANTOWN,
W.Vi, (AP) — Daxter
Miles Ir. scored a season-
high 20 points and No. 14
West Virginia beat No. 15
Baylor 80-69 on Saturdoy
night to grab sole posses-
sion of first place in the Big
12,

West Virginia (19-4, B-
2) took over at the top of
the standings after No. 1
Oklahoma lost to Kansas
State 80-69 earlier Satur-
day. The Sooners fell into a
second-place tie with No. 7
Kansas and Texas at 7-3.

Jaysean Paige added 17
points, Devin Willinms
scored 16 and Nathan Adri-
an had 11 for West Vir-
ginia.

King McClure and Ish-
mail Wainright had 11
Boims apiece while Tanrean

rince and Terry Maston
scored 10 cach for Baylor
(17-6, 6-4},

The Mountaineers led
38-29 at halftime and
extended the lead to as
many as 19 in the second
half.

See. WYU, Page B4

Park
Beats
Preston

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

WHEELING - Wheeling
Park coach Michael Jebbia
saw the future of Wheeling
Park basketball Saturday
night at the Palace on the
Hill.

And the future looked
bright.

hree freshman scored
while many other under-
classmen got valuable varsi-
ty minutes as seniors Tre’
aunders, Phil Bledsoe, Eli-
jah Bell and Jamez Coles
did not play in the Patriots’
537-37 victory over Preston,

Following the game, Jeb-
bia would not say why the
four seniors did not play,
noting the decision was
handled by “the ndministra-
tion.” The Ohio County
Sheriff’s Department cur-
rently is investigating an
alleged incident on an Ohio
County school bus as the
team returmed from a trip to
a WVU game in Morgan-
town more than a week ago.
It is not clear if that investi-
gation has anything to do
with the four seniors not
playing,

“These 16 kids came out
(Saturday) and busted their
butt. Our goal was to come
out and play as hard as we
can,” Jebbia said. “It's been
a tough week, and Wheel-
ing Park will survive. I
know we are going to have
snme fnneh oamae fomine




set an all-class [
tournament ya§s
record with 21
rebounds to go
along with her
20 points and
the Fighting
Irish {19-3) used that per-
formance along with a mas-
terful effort on the defen-
sive end to stymie Bishop
Donahue for a 49-39 victo-
ry in the Class 1-A title
game Saturday at Ohio Uni-
versity Eastern. [t’s the
ninth crown with Kapral in
charge and the conference-

" The teams

court at half-
time tied at
23-23, but
when Jewel
Purpura hit a
3-pointer and Josie Purpura
scored and then hit a 3 at
5:34 of third, the Bishops
(13-7) led 31-25 and
Kapral had seen enough. He
burned a quick timeout and
from that point it was all
Irish.

Bishop Donahue didn’t
score again until there was

high 15th for the St. John
girls’ program.

5:26 remaining in the
See, 1-A, Page B2

Phaie by Seth Stashey

St. John’s Lindsey Froehlich loeks to shoot the ball duoring Saturday’s game against
Bishop Donahue. St, John prevailed and took the crown for the class 1-A title.

Linsly Falls to Fort Frye for 3-A Title

By TRACY WATSON

For The News-R er
FLUSHING - There is no
uestion that if you want to beat
insly's girls’ basketball team you
have to find a way to either stop, or
at least slow down the Lady Cadets’
big three of Morgan Brunner,

Vivian Allison and Jazzy Orth.
Saturday afternoon at Ohio Uni-
versity Eastern, Fort Frye coach
Dan Liedtke created o defensive
scheme to do just that and his Fort
Frye squad worked it to perfection

to earn a conference championship.

- Megan Hesson scored five of
her team-high 13 points in overtime
and the down-river Cadets survived
a late scare in regulation to hold off
Linsly, 43-38, and capture the Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference Class
AAA championship.

River’s
Jensen
Carett goes
up for a
shot
during
Saturday’s
OVAC 2A
game
against
Frontier.
Caretti set
marks for
most points
scored in a
title game
(all classes)
and most 2-
point field
goals made.

Photo by Rick
Thorp

Liedtke’s team is no stranger to
the conference championship round,
winning their fifth title since 2010
while twice finishing as runner-up
during that time. The same two
teams played a two-overtime thriller
just two years ago in the finals with
Linsly taking a 47-41 victory.

It looked like the Wheeling-
based squad was going to get off to
a quick start, getting a pair of Orth
hoops in the first two minutes of the
game to take an carly 4-1 advan-

e. But the Cadets went over nine
minutes until their next field goal
and Orth, who battled foul trouble
the entire gnme, never got off anoth-
er shot in the contest.

Fort Frye (15-5) also limited
high-scoring Vivian Allison to just
six points and while Brunner fin-
ished with a game-high 18, she did-

this year.

Bulidogs.

*“At the Bridgeport game, I could see
it in their eyes they were ready,” Murphy
said of Monday's Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Championship Class 2A semifi-
nal victory against the second-seeded

Were they ever.

The Cougars set a Eair of shooting
records and came up s
mark Saturday in handing River a 65-54
defeat in the 2A title tilt inside Ohio Uni-

n't can her first field goal until the
third quarter and 10 of .those came
from the line.

Trailing 34-32, Brunner was
able to nail a pair of charity tosses at
the 1:32 mark to knot the count at
34. And when Liedtke's squad
turned it over with 59 seconds
showing Lmslty looked to play for a
final shot. Unfortunately for Maggie
Allison and her Cadets they were
unable to get off 2 good look before
the buzzer,

Top-seeded Fort Frye never
trailed in overtime, getting the lead
when Karisa Lang twice made the
front-end of a two shot foul to make
it 36-34 at 2:21 of overtime, Hes-
son made it a four-point bulge with
a hoop at 1:17 before Brunner final-
ly got Linsly en the board at 1:07 to
cut the deficit back to just two.

es.”’

But a pair of Katie Hart free
throws, another by Hesson and a
break-away basket by Hesson
wrapped things up. Brunner added a
pair of late free throws for the
Cadets’ only other points of the
exltra session.

“We ran a delense that we
haven't ran all year,” Liedtke admit-
ted. “I knew there were going to be
some tough match-ups so we
changed things up to try and keep
their big three from hurting us too
much.

“The plan was that if we were
going to get beat the other girls were

_poing to have to beat us. I think it all

worked out pretty well, we really
didn't let their bigs get on any kind
of aroll.

See, 3-A, Page B2

Frontier Takes 2-A Title

By RICK THORP
For The News-Register
ST. CLAIRSVILLE — After coming
up short in its quest to repeat as confer-
ence champions last scason, Frontier
coach Scott Murphy knew his team was
on a mission Saturday to finish the job

versity Eastern’s Physical Education
Center.

*“We’ve shot really well more than
once this year,”” Murphy said, *'It’s
something we talk about every day in
practice. And the only way you're going
to shoot well is if you make good pass-

Frontier was 26 of 36 (72 percent)
from 2-point range, establishing a shoot-
ing standard for all five conference class-
es and shattering the previous mark —
16 of 25 (64 percent) — set by Bar-

nesville in 2008. All told, the Cougars

ort of a scoring

were 29 of 42 from the field (69 per-
cent).

The 26 2-pointers also set an all-class
mark, breaking the previous record of 25,

See, 2-A, Puge B2

Jets Take Down Bﬁékéye Local to Claim 4-A Title

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligpencer
ST. CLAIRSVILLE -

ketball tearn that coined that phrase,

On one of the biggest stages, the Jets took
down Buckeye Local, 66-43, Saturday night
inside a jam-packed Health and Physical Educa-
tion Center at Ohio University Eastern. Eame, they lost Haley Porter to a broken foot.

laying on two good feet made quite the differ-
ence for the Jets this time around.

Porter helped ignite the Jets in the first quarter

The victory not only gave the Jets the season
sweep, but it also gave them the OVAC Class 4A
championship for the fifth time in school history

0 says it’s tough
to beat a team three times in one season?
It centainly wasn't the Union Local girls’ bas-

and first since 2011.

T feel so good about (this title) because we
were 50 far down (in the standings) and I thought
there was no chance of us getting in, but once we
t we could mike a run at it,”” Union
Local coach Kelly Hanlon said. “This really feels

did, I thou
good.”

The Jets came up short in last year's confer-
ence title game to Harrison Central. During that

after the Panthers had sprinted out of the gates to

an 8-2 lead. The Jets proceeded to score the next
13 with Porter netting seven in the first quarter,
She continued with the hot hand in the second
quarter, scoring 10 more.

*“She had a great game tonight,” Hanlon said
of her sophomore Point guard. “She’s always a
leader on the court.

That first-quarter spurt, which basically turned
the tide in the Jets” favor for good, was aided by
a Hanlon timeout. Though her team had the

See, 4-A, Page B2

Rick Del.uca: The Dedicated OVAC Soldier

RAYLAND - Rick DeLu-
ca wears many hats, He is not
a fashion plate, but rather a
very busy man. Make that a
very, very busy man.

The Jefferson Countian
owns and operates his own
realty company, is head base-
ball coach at Buckeye Local,
an active member of the Ohio
Association of Realtors, a
J.S, Army Reservist for 14

ears and has been a Times

ader staffer since 1969,

Impressive indeed. But,
there is more.

Peluca does voluminous
work for the OVAC. He is
director of the OVAC volley-
ball championship, compiles
conference standings and is
the innovator and director of

the now popular OVAC Girls’

& Boys' Basketball Champi-

onships.

“It keeps me a little busy,”
DelLuca said tongue-in-cheek.

The OVAC basketball tour-
neys are major undertakings
and make for long days.
DelLuca and OVAC Executive
Secretary Tom Rataiczak usu-
aily get to QUE on champi-
onship Saturday at 6 a.m.
(earlier in inclement weather),
and may not leave until 11

p.m.

But Deluca’s vision and
persistence with making the
tournaments come to fruition
has met with resounding suc-
cess. There dre no more paper
champions. Champions are
determined on the court.

“It got to the point where

it was time to settle the argu-

See, Kapral, Page B2

Execcine Sirours

S10T O IITHL PLICE 1N U1t DIg
12.

West Virginia {19-4, 8-
2) took over at the top of
the standings after No. 1
Oklahoma lost to Kansas
State 80-69 ecarlier Satur-
day. The Sooners fell into a
second-place tie with No. 7
Kansas and Texas at 7-3.

Jaysean Paige added 17
points, Devin Willinms
scored 16 and Nathan Adri-
an had 11 for West Vir-
ginia.

King McClure and Ish-
mail Wainright had 11

oints apicce while Taurean

rince and Terry Maston
scored 10 cach for Baylor
{17-6, 6-4).

The Mountaineers led
38-29 at halftime and
extended the lead to as
many as 19 in the second
half.

See. WYU, Page B4

Park
Beats
Preston

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff-Writer

WITEELING - Wheeling
Park coach Michaet Jebbia
saw the future of Wheeling
Park basketball Saturday
night at the Palace on the
Hill.

And the future looked
bright.

hree freshman scored
while many other under-
classmen got valuable varsi-
ty minutes as seniors Tre’
aunders, Phil Bledsoe, Eli-
jah Bell and Jamez Coles
did not play in the Patriots’
57-37 victory over Preston.

Following the game, Jeb-
bia would not say why the
four seniors did not play,
noting the decision was
handled by “the administra-
tion.” The Ohio County
Sheriff’s Department cur-
rently is investigating an
alleged incident on an Ohio
County school bus as the
team returned from a trip to
a WVU game in Morgan-
town more than a week ago.
it is not clear if that investi-
gation has anything to do
with the four seniors not
playing.

“These 16 kids came out
(Saturday) and busted their
butt. Our goal was to come
out and play as hard as we
can,” Jebbia said. “I’s been
a tough week, and Wheel-
ing Park will survive. I
know we are going to have
some tough games coming
up. But to have the depth of
a Triple-A program and just
to be able to funnel our
freshman team in to win the
JV game and put together a
mix of a varsity, JV and
freshman for the varsity, it
wis good. I thought Rhett
Schodzinski and Maezi
Mosby were leaders and
everyone contributed. It was
a key game for us. We
needed to win it.”

Wheeling Park gained the
lead at 8-6 with 4:38 in the
opening frame after a Noah
Moulton 3-pointer and
would not relinguish it.
With the score at 16-13, the
Patriots had a small 6-0
spurt to go up by a comfort-
able nine points, with

See, Park, Page B3

~ Today's Results:
{ <. Will the Nailers make the
playoffs?

Tomorrow’s Pali:
U. Will you ga to the bays’ OVAC
basketball champlonship?

Tell us whal you think.
Registsr your answer at www.naws-register.net
{The resufs af this poll are not sclentific and represent only the
ppirtans of Internal users who hawe chosan o particpats.)
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ment over who should the
champion is on the court
instead of just by the num-
bers. I there comies a
time when you need a true
champion, and the best way
to do that was to put the best
teamns on the court and let
them duke it out.” DeLucu
noted. “Tom and 1 discussed
it and put a lot of ideas
together before we decided
to find the right people to
form a basketball commitice,
The idea was well received
and it’s just grown from that

point,

*“This will be our ninth
year of crowning champions
on the court. We ac ti;
started putting this togetier
11 years ago. The first year
was toking an idea and
developing a plan, checking
on cogts, putting together a
&l;oposnl to present to the

ard, then the ADs and
coaches.” he added. “The
second year we actually

10 teams are involved and
travel may include trips from
Morgantown, Parkersburg,
Beverly or East Liverpool.

“Our biggest concern will
always be worrying about
the weather. Tom and I have
done our share of shoveling
snow. [ think that aftera
while nothing is perfect and
KOU can’t e everybody

appy with the decisions you
make,” DeLuca said, I real-
}f think what a lot of people

on’t understand is that our
committee, with very few
exceptions, has remained the
same since day one. Our
care of game-day workers
has been there for us from
the start and they have been
tremendous.

“Replacing any of those
people on the committee or
the workers would be o huge
undertaking. We have had a
Ereal relationship with EJ.

chodinzki and OUE, our
security peo le, radio, TV

efforts have éielded a hoge
and successful event, The
tournament’s growth is a
source of self-satisfaction fo
its director. ‘

“You can’t imagine what
it feels like looking down on
the floor, seeing those kids
goinﬁ up and down the floor,
coaches deeply involved
with the games and the fans
enjoying every second of it,”
DeLuca said. “1 still remem-
ber one of the greatest feel-
ings I had was m that very
first year. Just before the first
championship game we ever
had, I was walking on that
floor and seeing the pre-
game activity and watching
everyone busy setting up for
the start. At that point,
knew that all the work had
paid off and it was really
poing to happen — nnd |
could feel it was going to be
a success.

“There is no question in
w mind, it is here to stay,

h

believe me it takes an amanz-
iné group of people to puil it
off.

Ratniczak has worked
hand-in-hand with DeLuca
from day one on making the
tournament a reality. He
knows better than anyone the
work DeLuca has put in,

FOOTBALL FINALE

SUPER BOWT. 50 plays
out tonight. The Carolina
Panthers are favored and the
trendy pick.

Tam oinﬁ_la%ainst the
%min. I like the Broncos, and
eyton Manning is one rea-

son why. Not because he is
the gunslinger be used to be,
but rather, he understands his
limitations.

Manning’s arm is a shell
of its former bazooka-self.
He now is a game-manager,
avoiding turnovers,

The deciding factor, how-
ever, is Denver's defense. It
is relentless, proving chaotic
to opposing quarterbacks.

went through as dry run. We  and now with the live at we have done here is s
waited until the s(lrgson was  streaming of the s,"he  give teams and schools and _Pa?]th?rs B %Ngl‘j"m“
over, then put the teams on  continued. “All of thesc are  fans something to really get 15! B N e s hands
the board and gave the sys-  better than any Tylenol T excited about. We gave them tl’e]‘l‘r' tlllltgl N‘m‘f 15 hands
tem a try. We did that with  could take for headaches something to look forward to 147 %1 ‘\){} eic.i' B
both boys and girls, It and, of course, our sponsors,  and most nnportuntlg. we  DeMarcus Ware an Beaver
worked well, und we knew  It's a ot of work. I guess you gave them a goal to build Local product Derck Wolfe.
we were ready forthereal  always worry about it not and work for,” he added. My pick: Denver 23, Car-
thing the next year.” coming together, butcome  “Regardiess of whoisin  olina 16.

pionsKip Saturday ~ game day, it’s likeawell-  charge of any championship Kapral my be reached at
always presents concemns. oiled machine.” event like this, that person ~ &kapral@timesteaderonline.
That is understandoble when DeLuca’s and Rataiczak’s  may be the face you see, but ~ com.

Continued from page B1

experience factor on its side, it was a

bit nervous at the cutset.

“T told the girls just to calm down
and treat this like any other game,”

Hanlon said.

The message got across loud and
clear. Union Local, which led by eight
after one, upped it to 40-27 at
and basically never looked back.

“There were some things we worked

probably

e half

on that we didn't execuie very well,”
Buckeye Local head coach Tom Fig-
urski said. “In games like these, you
need to be patient and disciplined. We
idn’'t show a lot of that
tonight. I can’t be prouder than I am of
this group of girls. We battled and
teams know we were here.” -

Porter led the Jets with 22 points,
The Jets also received solid play from

senior ace Alli DeLaney. The Notre
Dame College signee finished with 19
points, while juntor Kaitlyn Clark-Pat-
terson added

The Panthers, who head into Divi-
sion II sectional play at OUE, at 13-9
were led by talented freshman Emily
Holzapfel’s 20. The school’s all-time
leading scorer, Becky Zeroski, finished
with seveti points,

3 points.

Mohigans Repeat as
OVAC 5-A Champs

Defense Keys
Rout of South

By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor

ST, CLAIRSVILLE -
After having played and
beaten two previously
undefeated teams in as
many nights in Beckley, the
Morgantown girls’ basket-
ball team didn’t arrive in
the Upper Ohio Valley until
1:30 a.m. Saturday in
advance of that day’s
Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Class 5-A championship at
Ohio Universitﬁr Eastern.
Coach Jason White feared
tired legs, but it tumed out
to be unfounded worry.

Sydney Holloway scored
a game-high 18 points as
the Mohigans (18-0)
blitzed Parkersburg South
(15-4) by a 58-37 count.
It's Morgantown’s second
consecutive conference title
and its 49th victory in its
last 50 outings overall.

“*It's not just playing
three teams in three days,
but playing the caliber of
teams we have,”’ White
said. '*We played two
incredibly talented basket-
ball teams and then to come
in here and play n team we
know the caliber of team
South is because we’ve
seen them so often.

T think that was the sav-
ing grace, is we didn’t have
to game plan for someone
we didn’t know.”’

Morgantown busted out
of the gate 10-3 and led
13-5 after one quarter.
Behind a strong defensive
effort and four points
apiece from Lydia Adrian
and Aliyssa Neal, the Mohi-

gans held a commanding
27-9 halftime advantage.

‘‘Those worries went
away after b saw our
defense in the first quar-
ter,”” White said, ‘‘Katelyn
Byrd and Anna Hayton are
great players and we really
try to game plan what they
can get. Anna Hayton, we
iry to limit how many times
she touches it with backside
help in the post.

**Not only that, but guard
pressure 50 maybe the entry
pass is not perfect,”

Two-time defending
West Virginia Class AAA
champion Mergantown
entered allowing 29 points
Eer game, and South onlﬂ

ad 23 entering the fourt
quarter.

Holloway scored twice
and Shelby Boyle hit o 3-

ointer to make it a 36-11
ead early in the third. An
Adrian (13 points) 3-point-
er and Paige Polfenberger
runout made it 41-13, and
the Mohigans settled for a
24-point bulge at the end of
three

South made a bit of a run
in the fourth, but never
threatened.

*“The thing we talk about
is having that bullseye on
our back and we want to
embrace that,”” White said.
**A lot of teams have that
Eressure of haoving the

ullseye and maybe piay a
little bit nervous or u little
tense, and we want to be the
opposite.

‘Isn’t that what anybedy
wants? You want to be suc-
cessful.””

Hayton led the Patriots
with 13 points and Myka-
lyn Fallon chipped in 12,
Byrd finished with 10,

Continued from page Bl

sef in 2008 by St. John.
Frontier’s 65 points were
one short of the 66 Mon-
roe Central put up in the
2208 championship con-
test,

It all added u
Cougars’ secon
title in three years,

The first quarter was
like a track meet, with
Frontier jumping out to a

to the
OVAC

22-16 lead after eight min-
utes. And when the
Cougars went on o 7-2 run
to start the second, the
Pilots found themselves
trailing 29-18.

Following an Isaly time-
out, River went on a 10-0
run, sparked by an
increased defensive effort
and Jensen Caretti, who
scored six of her game-

~ high 28 points during the

CUNTAIN

FUMN-BASED LEARNING

RESDO

P

)

spurt,

Caretti, who surpassed
the 2,000-point career
scoring mark in Monday’s
semifinal victory against

3-A

Wheeling Central, set an
all-class OVAC Champi-
onship mark [or most
points in a game, passing
the record of 27 previously
shared by Beallsville's
Savannah Burke and Uni-
versit?(’s Mariah Catlen.
Still, the Pilots couldn't
get aver the hump. Frontier
responded with a 7-2 run
of its own and grabbed a

36-30 advantage early in
the third quarter. River
never got any closer the
rest of the game und, at
one point, trailed by 12 in
the third. It seemed like
every time River came at
Frontier with a run, the
Cougars had an answer.
And it usunlly involved
flawless execution on the
offensive end.

Confinued from page Bl

“They really like to run transition with
etes, but we just didn’t allow that

th(i_fea {Saturday)
to E_{ggn aturday).”

r Linsly took the early 4-1 lead Fort
FBye scored the final nine of the period for a
10- after one. Allison’s crew muan-
aged to battle back and tie the score at 16~
16 late before Alexis Enochs’ hoop just
ahead of the buzzer sent the down-river
Cadets to the locker room with an 18-16

4 readin

Jead.

Linsly’s biggest lead came at 28-24 late
in the third before settling for a 28-26 lead

after three.

shut us down,” Lin

“They played ver{ solid defense and just
sly coach Maggie Alli-
son said. “Give Fort Frye credit, they played

our big scorers tight and really frustrated us
the entire game.

“T felt like Jazz
hard inside, but I also feel like she
tentative with the foul problems. The last
foul they called on her (on the offensive
end) was really a momentum killer, and 1
really have to ) '

“It's defini cl¥ a dissapointing loss, this
has been our goa

{Orth) really worked

layed

uestion that call,

afl season long, but they

are o very tough team and they beat us {Sat-

urday}.”

Hart shared team-high honors with Hes-

son, scoring 13 in the contest, while Enochs

chipped in 10, Fort Frye held a slip 20-19
edge off the glass and tumed the ball over
13" times, one fewer than Linsly.

1-A

Continued from page B1

game. During that time St,
John went on a 14-0 run that
included six from Frochlich
and four each from fresh-
man Kaylin Nixon and Jessi-
ca Alvey.

“*Offensively  when
(Froehlich) catches it on the
block there isn't a whole lot
you can do,”’ Bishop coach
Shawn Martin said. *“The
one thing you want to do is
not let her catch it. Even on a
double team she is going to
turn and face ond she’s got
so much height and she
keePs the ball high.

“‘We go up six

thnv: mm A= PAN

had already put the clamps
on Bishop freshman Shay
Straughn, who scored 12 of
her team-high 14 in the first
half. She rarely touched the
ball in the second half, with
her first shot — and only
basket — coming with 4:32
remaining to make it 43-35
St. John.

*‘We knew they had four
vez good guards,”” Kapral
said. “*Qur rule was “you've
got your man and don’t helB
on anyone and switch on 4
picks.’

‘'Halfcourt defensively,
Xeah it was as good as we’ve

gopped in a 3-pointer and
tenughn finished the first
quarter with another 3 ns
Bishop finished on a 10-0
tun to lead 15-9,

1t was back and forth in a
second quarter that featured
o pair of ties and two lead
changes before the half ulti-
mately ended in the 23-23
stalemate.

The second half was a dif-
ferent story as Froehlich took
over on both ends. She was
unstoppable on the low
block and provided the Irish
with a cushion in transition.

Bishop Donahue

. 1
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worked well, and we Knew
we were ready for the real
thi% the next year.”
ampionship Saturday
always presents concerns.
That is understandable when

1t's 2 lat of work, 1 guess you
always worry about it not
comin&atogether, but come
game day, it’s like a well-
oiled machine.”

DeLuca’s and Ratniczak’s

gave them a goal to build
and work for,” he added.
“Regardiess of who is in
charge of any championship
cvent like this, that person
may be the face you see, but

LA PHVAJILGL LTICKR YY UG,
My pick: Denver 23, Car-
olina 16.
Kapral my be reached at
bkaprul@timesteaderonline.
Com.

4-A
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experience factor on its side, it was a

bit nervous at the outset.

“I told the girls just to calm down
and treat this like any other game,”

Hanlon said.

The message got across loud and
clear. Union Local, which led by eight
after one, upped it to 40-27 at
and basically never looked back.

“There were some things we worked

need to be
probably

e half

on that we didn’t execute very well,”
Buckeye Local head coach Tom Fig-
urski said. “In games like these, you
atient and disciplined. We
idn’t show a
tonight. I can’t be prouder than I am of
this group of girls. We battled and
teams know we were here.” -

Porter led the Jets with 22 points.
The Jets also received solid play from

ot of that

senior ace Alli DeLaney. The Notre
Dame College signee finished with 19
points, while juntor Kaitlyn Clark-Pat-
terson added 13 points.

The Panthers, who head into Divi-
sion II sectional play at OUE, at 13-9
were led by talented freshman Emily
Holzapfel's 20. The school’s all-time
leading scorer, Becky Zeroski, finished
with seven points.

three teams in three days,
but playing the caliber of
teams we have,”” White
said. **We played two
incredibly talented basket-
ball teams and then to come
in here and play a team we
know the caliber of team
South is because we've
seen them 50 often.

**I think that was the sav-
ing grace, is we didn't have
to game plan for someone
we didn’t know.”’

Morgantown busted out
of the gate 10-3 and led
13-5 after one guarter.
Behind a strong defensive
effort and four points
apiece from Lydia Adrian
and Aliyssa Neal. the Mohi-

three.

South made a bit of a run
in the fourth, but never
threatened.

*‘The thing we talk about
is having that bullseye on
our back and we wuanl to
embriace that,”” White said.
“*A lot of teams have that
gressure of having the

ullseye and maybe play a
little bit nervous or a little
tense, and we want to be the
opp-osite.

‘Isn’t that what anybody
wanis? You want to be suc-
cessful.””

Hayton led the Patriots
with 13 points and Myka-
lyn Fallon chipped in 12,
Byrd finished with 10.

2-A
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set in 2008 by St. John.
Frontier's 65 points were
cne short of the 66 Mon-
roe Central put up in the
2208 championship con-
test.

It all added up to the
Cougars’ second OVAC
title in three years,

The first quarter was
like a track meet, with
Frontier jumping out to a

22-16 lead after eight min-
utes. And when the
Cougars went on a 7-2 run
to start the second, the
Pilots found themselves
trailing 29-18.

“BASED

"fhl

male your reservations.
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AT SEVEN SPRINGS, WE THINK SKING AND SNOWBCARDING IS FUN.
SO LEARNING TO DO EITHER SHOULD BE FUN TOO! CUR FUN-BASED
LEARNING PROGRAM WILL HAVE YOU FLOATING ON THE SNOW IN NO
TIME. THIS PROGRAM IS PERFECT FOR BOTH ADULTS AND CHILDREN
WHO HAVE NEVER TRIED SKIING OR SNOWBOARDING... AND iT5 FUN!

WE OFFER GROUP LESSONS, PRIVATE LESSONS AND SPECIALIZED
PROGRAMS FOR SKIERS AND SNOWBOARDERS OF ALL AGES AND
ABILITY LEVELS. WHETHER YOU'RE A TODDLER OR A GRANDPARENT, WE
HAVE A PROGRAM THAT HTS PERFECTLY FOR YO

The Snowsports School is open daily. Reservations are required. Please call

(800) 452-2223, ext. 7997, for more information on our programs or to

PENNSYLVANIA’S
[# WINTER ADVENTURE HO ]

——= WHERE EVERY DAY IS A SNOW DAY ——

7Springs.com
800.452.2223

Following an Isaly time-
out, River went on a 10-0
run, sparked by an
increased defensive effort
and Jensen Caretti, who
scored six of her game-

" high 28 points during the

spurt.

Caretti, who surpassed
the 2,000-point career
scoring mark in Monday’s
semifinal victory against

Wheeling Central, set an
all-class OVAC Champi-
onship mark for most
points in a game, passing
the record of 27 previously
shared by Beallsville's
Savannah Burke and Uni-
versity's Mariah Callen.
Still, the Pilots couldn’t
get over the hump. Frontier
responded with a 7-2 run
of its own and grabbed a

36-30 advantage early in
the third quarter. River
never got any closer the
rest of the game and, at
one point, trailed by 12 in
the third. It seemed like
every time River cume at
Frontier with a run, the
Cougars had an answer.
And it usually involved
flawless execution on the
offensive end.

3-A

Continued from page B1

our big scorers tight and really frustrated us

(Orth) teally worked

“They really like to run transition with
those athletes, but we just didn’t allow that the entire game.
to h‘il}lgen (Saturday).™ “I felt like Jaze
er Linsly took the early 4-1 lead Fort

Frye scared the final nine of the period for a
10-4 reading after one. Allison’s crew man-
aged to battle back and tie the score at 16-
i6 late before Alexis Enochs’ hoop just
ahead of the buzzer sent the down-tiver
lCagets to the locker room with an 18-16
ead.

Linsly’s bi{;gesl lead came at 28-24 Jate
in the third before settling for a 28-26 lead
after three,

“They played verf solid defense and just
shut us down,” Linsly coach Maggie Alli-
son said. “Give Fort Frye credit, they played

hard inside, but I also feel like she played
tentative with the foul problems. The last
toul they called on her (on the offensive
end) was really a momentum killer, and I
reaily have o guestion that call.

“It’s definitely a dissapointing loss, this
has been our goul all season long, but they
:m(:l a ;fcry tough team and they beat us (Sat-
urday).”

ﬁun shared team-high honors with Hes-
son, scoring 13 in the contest, while Enochs
chipped in 10. Fort Frye held a slip 20-19
edze off the glass and turned the ball over
13 times, one fewer than Linsly.

1-A

Continued from page B

ame. During that time St.

ohn went on a 14-0 run that
included six from Froehlich
and four each from fresh-
man Kaylin Nixon and Jessi-
ca Alvey.

‘‘Offensively  when
(Froehlich) catches it on the
block there isn’t a whole lot
you can do,”" Bishop coach
Shawn Martin said. **The
one thing you want to do is
not let her catch it, Even on o
double team she is going to
turn and face and she’s got
so much height and she
keeps the ball high.

““We go up six and then
they go on a 14-0 run and
the young came out in us.”’

Jewell Purpura {inally
stopped the bleeding at 5:26
of the fourth, but by that
time it was too late. The Irish

had already put the clamps
on Bishop freshman Shay
Straughn, who scored 12 of
her team-high 14 in the first
half. She rarely touched the
ball in the second half, with
her first shot — and onl
basket — coming with 4.3
remaining to make it 43-35
St. John.

**We knew they had four
vel‘}' good guards,” Kapral
said. *‘Our rule was ‘you've
got your man and don’t helF
on anyone and switch on all
picks,’

*‘Halfcourt defensively,

cah it was as good as we’ve
en.”’

The Fighting Irish jumped
to an 8-2 lead before Cas-

sidy Campbell calmed the
waters with a 3, Straughn
scored twice, Jewel Purpura

il
FEist Yok

Fulton Tire Inc.

!
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460 National Rd., Wheeling

www.fuiltontirewv.com

popped in a 3-pointer and
Struughn finished the first
uarter with another 3 as

isho? finished on a 10-0
run to lead 15-9,

It was back and forth in a
sccond quarter that featured
a pair of ties and (two lead
changes before the half ulij-
mately ended in the 23-23
stalemate,

The second half was a dif-
ferent story as Froehlich took
over on bolh ends. She was
unstoppable on the low
block and provided the Irish
with a cushion in transition.

Bishop Donahue makes a
living out of turning teams
over — St John was guilty
of 24 in this one — and then
scoring easy buckets when
its shooters get lost on the
break. The Irish ran to the
wings and allowed Donahue
to drive to the basket where
Froehlich either blocked or
altered numerous shots,

*“You can do that when
you have somebody who is
6-foot-2 in the paint,”” Mar-

. tin said. ‘**We have girls in

Jewell and Josie and Shay
who can put the ball on the
floor and attack the glass.

*“‘But when you get there
you have somebody that’s 6-
2. Any other team when they
get there they are going to
put it on the floor and get to
the rim.””

Jessica Alvey, who was
tremendous in defense of
Straughn, also scored 12
points for the Irish. Muarissa
Rose added 10,

Straughn paced the Bish-
ops while Jewell Purpura
netted 10 points. Madison
Wiedebusch didn't score. but
came away with nine
rebounds and four steals.
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Irish win

1-A crown|

Record double-double for Star

By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — A coach
cannot teach the type of height Lind-
sey Froehlich possesses. And statis-
tics show that nobody produces
OVAC girls’ basketball champions
likcm?t. John and Coach Bubba

roehlich set an atl-class tourna-
ment record with 21 rebounds to go
along with her 20 points and tﬁe
Fighting Irish (19-3) used that per-
formance along with a masterful
effort on the defensive end to stymie
Bishop Donnhue for a 49-39 victory
in the Class 1-A title game Saturday
-at Ohio University Eastern. It’s the
ninth crown with Kapral in charge
and the conference-high 15th for the
St. John girls' program. -

**These kids have grown up for
four years together and that’'s why we
played so tight in the first half ... it
meant a lot to them,’* Kapral said.
*“This is their last go-aro

*“This meant the world to them and
this is as good a class of young ladies
as L have ever had."”’

The teams walked off the court ot
halftime tied at 23-23, but when

-Jewel Purpura hit a 3-pointer and

MEMBERS OF the St. John

T-L Phote/RICK THORP

irls' basketball team celebrate with the

first-place trogh_P/ASaturday afternoon after It claimed the Wheelin

Hospital OVA
at Ohlo University Eastern.

Josie Purpura scored and then hit a 3
at 5:34 of third, the Bishops (13-7)
led 31-25 and Kapral had seen
enough. He burned a quick timeout
and from that point it was all Irish.

. Bishop Donahue didn’t score again
until there was 5:26 remaining in the
game. During that time St. John went
on & 14-0 run that included six from
Froehlich and four each from fresh-
man Kaylin Nixon and Jessica Alveil.

‘*Offensively when (Froehlich)
catches it on the block there isn’t a

championship by defeating Bishop Deonahus, 49-3

whole lot you can do,”’ Bishop coach
Shawn Martin said. ‘*The one thing
ou want to do is not let her catch it.
ven on a double team she is going to

‘turn and face and she's got 50 much

height and she keeps the ball high.
**We go up six and then they go on
a 14-0 run and the young came out in
us.”’ :
Jewell Purpura finally stopped the
bleeding at 5:26 of the foun.g, but by
that time it was too late. ‘The Irish had

See, IRISH, Page C2
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Record shooting
propels Cougars

By RICK THORP
Times Leader Sports Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — After coming up short in its

3uest to repeat as conference champions last season, Fron-

er head coach Scott Murphy knew his team was on a mis-
slon Saturday to finish the job this year.

** At the Bridgeport game, I could see it in their eyes they
were readl\{." urphy said of Monday's Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Championship Class 2A semifinal victory against
the second-seeded Bulldogs.

Were they ever,

The Cougars set a pair of shooting records and came up

short of a scoring mark Saturday in handing River a 65-54
defeat in the 2A title tilt inside Ohio University Eastern’s
Phiysical Education Center.

‘We've shot really well more than once this year,”" Mur-
phy said. *‘It’s something we talk about every day in prac-
tice. And the only way you're going to shoot well is il you
make good passes,’”’ :

Frontier was 26 of 36 (72 percent} from 2-point range,
establishing n shooting standard for all five conference
classes and shattering the previous mark — 16 of 25 (64
percent) — set by Barnesvilie in 2008. All told, the
Cougars were 29 of 42 from the field (69 percent).

e 26 2-pointers also set an all-class mark, breaking the
previous record of 25, set in 2008 IE/F St. John. Frontier's
65 points were one short of the 66 Monroe Central put up
in the 2208 championship contest.

It all added up to the Cougars’ second OVAC title in
three years.

““We've had some experience in the OVACs,”” said Mur-
phy, whose team lost to Wheeling Central in Jast season’s

Sas, COUGARS, Page C2
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Continued from Page C1
semifinals.

*“This is something we've
talked about since March.
And, here it is. We played
really well at Bridgeport and
we had a great week of prac-
tice. I could tell we were

oing to come and play well
%Sanmdny).”

River head coach Rick
Isaly was locking for good
things from his team, too.
But a number of factors con-
tributed to the Pilots (17-4)
missing an opportunity to
win their first conference
crown since 2004.

“‘Everyone thinks Fron-
tier isn’t a good team,”’ he
said. **But | know Frontier
is o good team,

‘“We just gave up wa
too many easy baskets, did-
n't do much on offense and
didn’t get enough people
involved in the game.

“*The bottom line was
defense. But give Frontier
(16-5) credit. They're a
good team. I knew the
could shoot the ball well.
We left people wide open
the whole game, Many shots
went uncontested.”’

The first quarier was like
a track meet, with Frontier
jumping out to a 22-16 lead
after eight minutes. And
when the Cougars went on a
7-2 mn to start the second,
the Pilots found themselves
trailing 29-18.

Following an Isaly time-

Irish

out, River went on a 10-0
run, sparked by an increased
defensive effort and Jensen
Caretti, who scored six of
her game-high 28 points
during the spurt.

(Caretti, who surpassed the
2,000-point career scorin
mark in Monday’s semi
victory against Wheeling
Central, set an all-class
OVA@ Championship mark
for most points in a game,
passing the record of 27 pre-
viously shared b
Beallsville’s Savanna
Burke and University's
Mariah Cailen.

Still, the Pilots couldn’t
get over the hump. Frontier
responded with a 7-2 run of
its own and grabbed a 36-
30 advantage early in the
third quarter. River never
got any closer the rest of the
game and, at one point,
trailed by 12 in the third. It
seemed like every time
River came at Frontier with
a run, the Cougars had an
answer. And it usually

involved flawless execution

on the offensive end.
‘“The hard part is you
have to do that ngainst good

teams,”’ Murphy said. ‘*And
we've done that the last two
games.

*“T told them it's going to
take seven girls to win this
game, and I think if you go
and look through the stats
and the scorebook all seven
contributed.””

T-L Phota/RICK THORP
RIVER'S JENSEN Caretti goes In for two of her
game-high 28 points during Saturday's OVAC 2A
champlonship game against Frontier, Caretti set
marks for most points scored in a title co]:;ame (all
cIasses; and most 2-point field goals made (11, all
classes).

I ing a year on
i the freshma

i lettered as al

t to lead Linsly

Continued from Pagse C1

already put the clamps on Bishop
freshman Shay Straughn, who scored
12 of her team-high 14 in the first
half. She rarely touched the ball in the
second half, with her first shot — and
onlv basket — coming with 4:32

the first quarter with another 3 as
]13:1,5%0[3 finished on a 10-0 run to lead
It was back and forth in a second
quarter that featured a pair of ties and
two lead changes before the half ulti-
mg‘tsly ended in the 23-23 stalemate.

s 1m e~ AIFFAarant

numerous shots.
*“You can do that when you have
somebody who is 6-foot-2 in the
aint,”* Martin said. **We have girls
in Jewell and Josie and Shay who can
put the ball on the floor and attack the
ass. .
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Clay’s development, from the time he landed at

Linsly through his eight-year NFL career, was impres-
f sive, according to Depew.

“Willie had never played before when he came to

_ Linsly,” Depew said. “We knew he was a great athlete,
but he had dreamed of being a basketball player in col-
. lege.”

After spend- |

squad, Clay|

sophomore nnd |
then really |
came on both |
as a junior and
senior, helping

to back-to-

back undefeated seasons in 1986 and 1987.

“He really flourished as a senior,” Depew said. “To
say that I thought he had professional qualities when he

¥ was here would be tough, but we did expect him to do
& well in college.”

A 12-10 victory against Western Reserve during
Clay’s senior season is one game that’s always stuck
with Depew.

“We ran a reverse on a kickoff to start the second
half and Willie took it back and then he picked up a
fumble and took it back, too,” Depew said, “Those were
the only two scores we could muster.”

The legend had been born at that point. After not
being heavily recruited, former Linsly assistant Dan
Buchwach reached out to a contact at Georgia Tech on
Clay’s behalf.

“That got his foot in the door and then once they saw
the tapes, they really, really liked him and were anxious
to have him come there,” Depew said.

Clay was a four-year mainstay in the Yellow Jackets’
secondary, recording 16 career interceptions, which is a
school record. He was drafied in the eighth round of the
1992 NFL Draft by the Lions. He spent four years
there, three with the Patriots and his final season, which
was 1999, was with the Saints.

“Willie being successful was never a surprise,”
Depew said. “He had the drive to be successful in what-
ever he did. He was very focused and aggressive, both
academically and athletically.”

Linsly is one of three current OVAC member schools
that received a Golden Football. Weir High and Madon-
na were represented in the Super Bowl by Bob Jeter
Mantarg, 1967 and 68) and Gene Trosch (Chiefs



The Times Leader

PORTS

SECTION

Wednesday,
January 27, 2016

OVAC girls tourney pairings set

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

BELLAIRE - The path is now official.

Girls basketball teams learned their
routes to an Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence title Tuesday morning,

The Wheeling Hospital OVAC Girls
Basketball Championship brackets were
finalized by the committee at the OVAC
office with the top four teams in each of the
five classes qualifying for the tourney.

The ninth annual event opens on Mon- tournament for the first time.
day and the winners of those games The other haif of the big-
advance to the championship g MW, school bracket finds second-seeded
games, which are slated for Satur- - % Steubenville (17-2) playing host to
day, Feb. 6 at Ohio University third-seeded Parkersburg South
Eastern in St. Clairsville. b (11-3),

In Class 5A, Morgantown w@]l ' In Class 4A, a new champion
seek to defend its championship, is guaranteed after Harrison Cen-
but the top-seeded Mohigans will : tral finished just out of the mix in
{&ce Cambridge in the opening round. fifth.

organtown is currently 13-0, while the  Martins Ferry earned the top seed by fin-
Bobcats are 16-2 and in the championship ishing the prer-r(%VAC portion l(:'Jf the reéu]ar

Continued from Page C1

Buckeye 8 North to catapult itself to the second seed. The
Panthers (11-7) will welcome third-seeded Oak Glen (10-
7). The Golden Bears were fifth entering Monday’s cut-
off, but their win,-coupled with Harrison’s loss elevated
them to third.

In Class 3A, defending champion Fort Frye earned the
top seed thanks to a 13-5 record. The Cadets, who own
eight OVAC girls' titles, will welcome Magnolia in the
opening round. Coach Tom Tisher's Blue Eagles are cur-
rently 10-4 on the season. : ‘

Second-seeded Linsly will play host to Barnesville. The
Cadets (12-4) own just one OVAC title and it came in
2014. The Shamrocks will enter the OVAC tourney on a
high after knocking off Bridgeport on Monday, solidifying
its spot in the 3A field. The Shamrocks (13-6) won the 3A
crown in 2008, which was the inaugural season for the
tournament-style event.

In Class 2A, River earned the top seed with its 16-3
record, The Pilots fell in the 2015 3A title game to Fort
Frye and are seeking their first conference title since 2004,

The Pilots will welcome Wheeling Central for the sec-
ond time in a little more than two weeks. The Maroon
Knights (8-7), who won the 2A title last season, defeated
River on Jan. 16 in Hannibal.

Bridgeport, which sat atop the 2A rankings much of the
senson, settled for the two seed after falling to Barnesville
on Monday. The Bulldogs (16-2) have been the runner-up
each of the last two seasons. They'll welcome Frontier
{14-4) on Monday. The Cougars defeated the Bulldogs for
the 2014 crown.

In Class 1A, St. John Central (16-2) is the top seed. The
Lady Irish will play host to Valley (8-4) in the opening
round. St. John Central, which owns an OVAC-best 14
conference titles, hasn't won one since 2008. The Lum-
. berjills, meanwhile, won their only crown in 1993.

Bishop Donahue (10-6) is the second seed and will host -
Madonna (10-6). The Bishops haven’t won an OVAC title
since 1984, while the Blue Dons prevailed in 201 1.

HNinth Anzwal Hasplial OVAC Girls
mmmmhm
Crumplunsmnme Schedule

3y
(st Ohio Unmgyrfaslggg South
1Uam.—m§arﬂmw. arkers oul
1230 p.m. — 51 John vs. Bishop Borate
3 p.m. - Rivet vs, Frortler
5:30 p.mn. - For Fiye vs. Linsly
f p.m. ~ Union Loca*T\E. Buckeye Local

Caklwall a1 St Clairswille
oV o

Whaslln HO?NQ\'AC Boys Baskaiball
' hamplanship
Champlonship Semifinaa
1. town vs. 4, Sleubeny
2, Univarsity vs. 3. Vihesfing Park
Class 4A

3 .

1, St Clalrsyilla vs. 4. Martins Fetry

2, Eas! Liverpool vs. 3. Meadowhrmok
Class JA

1, Magnolia vs. 4, Monroe Central
2 Fort Frye vs. 3. Ballare

Ciags 2A
1. Wheefing Central vs. 4. Shatyshde
2, Tororito vs. 3. Galdwed

Class 1A
1. Madonna va. 4, Bishop Dooatue
2. Trinlty va, 3. Vabm

Champleh

p
Baturday, Feb. 13
{st Chla Universily Exstern}
10am — 5A
1220 . — dA
pm —3A
530pm. — 24
apm — 1A
Consolation Malchups
Tueaday, Feb. 9
51, John et Easl Richland
Shenardoah et Bealsvilla
Cormation Vallay el Stetbemlie Cential
Padsn Ghy &t Clay-Baltele
Harrlson al River
John Marshad al Beaver Local
Linsly at Union Local ’
Butkaye Local at Bamesvifie
Wair al Parkersburg Seulh
ndian Creek al Brocke
Cameron at Frontier
Bridgaport et Buckeye Tral
Wednazday,

Feh. 10
Oak Glen at Egison
Thursday, Feb. 11

Steubanvila Certral at Indian Croek
E. Rich, Christ. &l Bl‘l"gypﬂﬂ 6§ pm. vasity oty

Edisen at Conotion

Clay-Baltelia at Hundred

Revar af Cameron

Fronties mm.%;ya Local, 6:30 p.m. vausity only
Bamesviie al Oax Glen

Bagvar Local at Welr

season with a 12-7 record. The Purple Rid-
ers, who last won the OVAC girls title in
2009, will welcome a familiar foe to the
Tolbert Gymnasium. Union Locnl, which
overcame o rough start to the season,
played its way into the field with a 10-9
record. The Jets reached the conference
title game last season.

Buckeye Local, which is in the top four
for the first time, used an 8-0 record in the

See, OVAC, Page G2



'OVAC Girls Tourney Pairing Set

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer
BELLAIRE - The path is now
official.
Girls basketball teams learned
their routes to an Ohio Valley Ath-
letic Conference title Tuesday morn-

' ing. ‘ _

The Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Girls Basketball Championship
brackets were finalized by the com-
mittee at the OVAC office with the
top four teams in each of the five
classes qualifying for the tourney.

The ninth annual event opens on
Monday and the winners of those
games advance to the championship
games, which are slated for Satur-
day, Feb. 6 at Ohio University East-
ern in St. Clairsville.

In Class 5A, Morgantown will
seek to defend its championship, but
the top-seeded Mohigans will face
Cambridge in the opening round.
Mor%untown is currentlgr 13-0, while
the Bobcats are 16-2 and in the
championship tournament for the

.

first time.
The other half of the big-school
bracket finds second-seeded
Steubenville (17-2) playing host to
ghjrd—seeded Parkersburg South (11-
).
In Class 4A, a new champion is
%unrantcecl after Harrison Ceniral
inished just out of the mix in fifth.
Martins Ferry earned the top seed
by finishing the pre-OVAC portion
of the regular season with a 12-7
record. The Purple Riders, who last
won the OVAC girls title in 2009,
will welcome a familiar foe to the
Tolbert Gymnasium. Union Local,
which overcame a rough start to the
season, plag'ed its w%ﬁ into the field
with a 10-9 record. The Jets reached
the conference title game last season.
Buckeye Local, which is in the to
four for the first time, used an 8-
record in the Buckeye 8 North to
catapult itself to the second seed.
The Panthers (11-7) will welcome

(Please see OVAC, Page 15)

"OVAC

(Continued from Page 13)

opening roun
- reqitly 10-4 on the season.

2014. The Shamroc
high after knocking off Brid
ing its spot in the 3A field,

2004,

Knights (8-7), who won the 2
River on Jan. 16 in Hannibal,

for the 2014 crown.

2011.

the 3A crown in 2008, which
for the tournament-style event,

In Class 2A, River eamned the top seed with its 16-3
record. The Pilots fell in the 2015 3A title game to Fort
Frye and are sceking their first conference title since

thlrd-_seedf_:d Oak Glen (10-7). The Golden Bears were
fifth entering Monday's cut-off, but their win, coupled

with Harrison's loss elevated them to third. :
In Class 3A, defending champion Fort Frye earned the
top seed thanks to a 13-5 record. The Cadeéts, who own
eight OVAC dglrls’ titles, will welcome Magnolia in the
. Coach Tom Tisher's Blue Eagles are cur-

Second-secded Linsly will play host to Barnesville. Th
Cadets (12-4) own l{]sm one OVAC title and it came ig
will enter the OVAC tourney on a

eport on Monday, solidify-

e Shamrocks (13-6) won
was. the inaugural season

The Pilots will welcome Wheeling Central for the sec-
ond time in a little more than two weeks. The Maroon
A title Iast season, defeated

Bridgeport, which sat atop the 2A rankings much of the
season, settled for the two seed after falling to Barnesville
on Monday. The Bulldogs (16-2)} have been the Tunner-up
each of the last two seasons. They’ll welcome Frontier
(14-4) on Monday. The Cougars defeated the Buiidogs

In Class 1A, St. John Central (16-2) is the top seed
The Lady Irish will play host to Valley (8-4) in thg open-
ing round. St. John Central, which owns an OVAC-best
14 conference titles, hasn’t won one since 2008. The
Lumberjills, meanwhile, won their only crown in 1993.
Bishop Donahue (10-6) is the second seed and will
host Madonpa (10-6}. The Bishops haven’t won an
OVAC title since 1984, while the Blue Dons prevailed in

Rick
DeLuca
Sports Writer

Lady
Rockets
won’t seek
fourth title

Last winter, the Lady Rockets
became rare OVAC champs for three
consecutive years since the conference
implemented its playoff system to
declare winners each of the classes.
Conotton Valley had become a regular
at OUE.

That bunch from the Bowerston-
based school was also one of the most
appreciative and celebratory of all
OVAC champions, both boys and girls.
Let’s face it, when Conotton Valley
won a title, it was & chore getting them
to leave the gymnasium. )

Well, the chance of the Rockets win-
ning a fourth straight OVAC crown has
been wiped off the slate with the
school’s decision to cancel its girls’ bas-
ketball season. While it may seem a bit
late in the game to be closing the doors
are the ypcoming season, Conotton Val-
ley opponents are now scrambling to fill
those spots in their schedules.

Under head, coach Chandra Myers,
the Rockets captured their first OVAC
playoff title in 2013 and returned most
of that team to recapture the crown in
2014, Last season, the Rockets had one
of best players in the state on their roster
and she helped guide them to their third
title. .

Last season, they were led by record-
setting Olivia Bower, a 6-2 senior who
averaged more than 26 points per game.
They won the OVAC as a third seed in
20135. .

It's sad to hear that any school is giv-
ing up any program, successful or not.
Today, the numbers just aren’t in a. lot

- of schools to pacify the needs of field-
ing teams. Losing numbers can happen
easier than building the numbers.
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VA B Bask mifinal

St. C. too muc for Ferry

Devils advance
to OVAC 4A flnal

By SETH STASKEY
Timaes Leader Sports Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Sometimes }
you live by the three and other times you §
die by the three. '

St. Clairsville is certainly living well
after Wednesday's performance in- the
‘Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys Basket-
ball Championship.

The Red Devils connected on 13 shots
from behind the arc en route to a con-
vincing 69-49 victory against rival Mar-
tins Ferry. The victory is the Red Devils' |
third this season against thc Purple Rid-
ers.

“We shot it really well,” St. C. head §
coach Kim Clifford said. “Martins Ferry
threw some different things at us defen-
sively, and I thought we handled it well
and got good shots.”

The victory sends St. C. to Saturday
night's OVAC Class 4A championship
game at Ohio University Bastern against
the survivor of Meadowbrook and East
Liverpool. They’ll meet Friday night in
Columbiana County.

‘This marks the Red Devils’ seventh
trip to the conference championship
game. They're gunning for their third
title in this format. St. C. fell to Union
Local, 53-45 a season ago.

“You get to this game and CV"'YYD“B 'S ST, CLAIRSVILLE'S Patrick Buchanan looks for somewhere to go with the

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY -

pretty good, so we're glad that we'll able pa)| ag Martins Ferry’s James Edwards defends during the first qu rtar of
t° mke the challenge,” Clifford said, W° Waednesday's OVAC Class 4A semifi naI The Fled Devils ro!led to-a 6 ?4?9 vic-
Ses, St. C, Page B2 tory. L e . - 0“;: ‘t;#?f )
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Cadets stun Big Reds in OT

Lang’s 3 lifts Fort

-Frye at Buzzer
By RICK THORP
Times }_aade_!r Sports ert_er _

BEVERLY — Sometimes, the
Basketball Gods giveth and some-
times they taketh away.

Coach Eric Henniger and his
Fort Frye Cadets have been on
both ends of the spectrum.

_In its last postseason game,
Fort Frye saw a three-quarters
court heave waved off at the
buzzer that would’ve given it an
Ohio Division IIT sectional title
against Monrge Central inside
Meadowbrook High School.

Wednesday night on its home
court, the Cadets left on more
pleasant terms.

Carter Lang’s 3-pointer from
the right corner was ruled good as
the horn sounded giving Fort Frye
a remarkable 56-54 overtime vic-
| tory against Bellaire in a Wheel-
ing Hospital OVAC Boys Basket-

pmwg;c,( thore Dall Championship 3A semifinal.

BELLAIRE'S Chase Yoho 4) dribbles around Fort > ;
during Wednesday's Was off in time,”” Henniger said.

Frye's Tyler Bradford (10

**After he shot it, I felt like it

ame Yoho scored 16 first-quarter points en roite ‘‘He caught it and barely got it

0 a game-high 22, but the Big Reds iell, 56-54.

up. It was a great shot. I'm glad

T S i
it

we were on: thc good side this
Hmc LR R I

A spot in Snturday’smﬁfgm i-
onship game at-Ohio- Uhiversity
Eastern opposite the winner of
tonight's Magnolia-Monrog :Cen-
tral didn’t look good for the
Cadets after Bellaire’s John
Michael Schuetz drained a 3-
pointer from the top of the key
giving the Big Reds a 54-33 lead
with 2.4 seconds left.

But Henniger calmly told his
players during a time out they had
plenty of time to pull things out,
even though they had to go the
length of the court to do so.

“I brought them over and. told
them, ‘Hey, we have enough time
to make a shot,””’ Henniger said.

“I told them we were going to
run the same play we always go
over in practice and we're going
to execute it and we're going to
knock it down. It’s as simple as
that,”

Things didn't go quite as Hen-
niger and his staff planned. But,
still, the Cadets walked away with
the victory, only after escaping
the mob of fans the stormed the
court after the shot weat through.

Ses, CADETS, Page B2
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Golden State men take down Phoen

PHCENIX (AP) — Stephen
Curry nearly had a.triple-double
before sitting out the fourth guar-
ter, and Golden State stormed into
the All-Star break on an 11-game
winning streak with a victory
over free-falling Phoenix.

Curry had 26 points, nine
rebounds and nine assists for the
defending NBA champions. At
48-4, the Warriors bave-the best
record through 52 games in NBA
history, one win better than the

1995-96 Chicago Bulis and.

1966-67 Philadelphia 76ers.
Those Bulls finished the season
with a league-record 72 wins.
Klay Thompson added 24
points for Golden State. i
Archie Goodwin scored 20 and

Markieff Morris 19 for the Suns,
who have lost nine straight and
24 of 26. Rookie guard Devin
Booker added 13 points and a
career-best 10 assists.

SPURS 98, MAGIC %6

ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -
Kawhi Leonard scored 2% points
and drilled a jumper from the tip
of the key with 0.9 on the clock
to lift San Antonio to a win over
Orlando.

LaMarcus Aldridge had 21
points and Patty Mills added 17
points and seven assists for the
Spurs, who won their fourth
straight game,

Evan Fournier, whose 3-point-
er tied the game with 13.3 sec-
onds left, led Orlando with 28

points. Nikola' Vucevic had 20
points and 13 rebounds, Victor
Oladipo scored 14 and Elfrid

Payton had 13 peints and seven

assists.

Payton missed an open layup at

the buzzer that could have tied it.
KINGS 114, 76ERS 110

PHILADELPHIA (AP) -
DeMarcus Cousins had 28 points
and 12 rebounds, and Darren Col-
lison scored 21 of his 25 points
after halitime to lead Sacromento
to a comeback victory.

Rajon Rondo added 14 points,
cight rebounds and 15 assists for
the Kings, who snapped a four-
game losing streak overall and
six-game skid on the road while
winning for just the second time

in their last 10. It also all

‘Sacramento to enter the bre.

a positive note following a
tuous week that included n
of the impending dismiss
coach George Karl,

Rookie Izhlil Okafor tie
career high with 26 points
with 10 rebounds, and R
Covington scored a career
29 points for the 76ers,
played without top big mat
lens Noel.

CELTICS 139,
CLIFPPERS 134, 01
BOSTON (AP) — I

_Thomas had 36 points ar

assists, including a fade-
jumper that sent the game
extra period, to help Boston

Richardson kids score at record clip for Alba

By CRAIG MERZ

Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio —
It's been a family affair
for the Richardsons of the
Albany Alexander basket-
ball teams with three sib-
lings reaching impressive
marks recently for the
Division HI school.

Junior point guard Leah
became the girls’ program
all-time scoring leader 45
seconds into a 64-11 win
against Athens on Feb, 1.
She finished with 10
points to give her 1,239 in
her career, 10 more than
Josie Carr scored from
1997 to 2001.

On the record-setting
basket, she stole the ball
and went in for a layup.
The game was halted and
she was given the ball
while her teammates and
the Athens players con-

gratulated her.

“It was fun to see every-
one's reaction when the
game stopped,” Alexander
coach Cory McKnight told
The Athens Messenger.
“The Athens team all
came down and shook her
hand, That was pretty cool
of (Athens coach} Paul
(McNeal) to have them do
that.”

Three days later, Leah’s
fr¢shman sister, Rachel,
scored 38 points and made
nine 3-pointers during a
69-31 win over Wellston.
The point total and treys
are believed to be school
records.

Leah made her 3-point-
ers in the first three quar-
ters of play. She hit four in
the first and had seven by
halftime.

'The records for the sis-
ters came less than a week
after senior brother Seth

became the sixth player in
Spartans’ history to sur-
pass the 1,000th-point
mark.
X MARKS THE SPOT
Lima Senior’s Xavier
Simpson, & Michigan com-
mit, scored 65 points-in a
103-54 win against Fre-
mont Ross last week to set
the city scoring record he
had established earlier in
the season when he had 59
against Fremont Ross. .
The 5-foot:11 ‘point

guard credited his teams-

mates for his latest record.
“They had a mind set to

let me break the record,”

Simpson told The Lima
News. “They wanted me
to break it, and I'm very
thankful for the unselfish
teammates that I have.”
BIG NIGHT

It was a record-setting
night for the Lisbon David
Anderson boys in a 77-45

win over Columbiana on
Friday.

Senior point guard Josh
Liberati scored his
1,000th career point in the
fourth quarter and two
possessions later senior
forward Austin Rutecki
became the school’s career
scoring leader with 1,447
points.

Rutecki scored a school-
record 48 points on 18-of-

. 24 shooting from the field

along with 12 rebounds as
the Blue Devils claimed
the Inter-Tri County
League White Division
title outright and improved
to 18-1 on the season.
NOTABLES

Cleveland St. Ignatius -

on Saturday ended Colum-
bus Northland’s 91-game
home win, the longest
active sireak in Ohio. The
current longest confirmed
home win streak is owned

by Cleveland
which has won
and last lost at
11, 2012, Tk
who are 17-3
third straight
Senate League
played on a
floor until th
was updated t
before th
soa....Metan
green's John I
picked up

coaching win
21 victory o
Michigan, on

days later t]
completed an
west Ohio Aft
season with ¢
over Wausec
first time Ev
gone unbeater
piay....The N
town Spring
captured a sha
straight leag

St.C

Continued from Page B1

fell short last year and this a good
chance to get some hardware.”

Before any thoughts could shift
to Saturday, the Red Devils had
to take care of business.

“We brought our kids in today
for a practice,” Clifford admitted.
*“Not a shoot-around, but an actu-
al practice and it was a really
good practice, too. That carried
over to tonight, which was good.”

Similar to the first two meet-
ings, the Red Devils set the {one
for the game in the first quarter.
Five different players dialed long
distance en route to a 19-12 lead
at the end of the first quarter.

The Red Deviis didn’t slow
" down in the second quarter. They

hit four more treys - all by dif-
ferent players — en route to a
36-19 upperhand at the half,

“Nine threes in the first half,”
Ferry head coach Jeff Sabatino
said. “Who makes nine threes in
the first haif? They had a couple
of guys make 3s who we weren't
allowing to catch the ball. They
had a small window and still
made shots. That's clutch.
They’re good and I wish them all
the luck in the world.”

The Purple Riders were only
able to get as close as 12 at any
point in the second half.

Quite simply, it just doesn’t
add up when you're trading
threes for twos and that was the
case for the Riders. They con-
nected on only one trey in the

entire game.

“We had great shots and just
didn’t make them from start to
finish,” Sabatino said. “When
they're making all those 3s and
you're not going to make easy
shots at the other end, of course
they’'re going to open up a big
lead. Our confidence level dwin-
dles and their confidence level
escalates.”

St. Clairsviile has been playing
with confidence since the early
part of last menth. It's now won
nine of its last 10.

Duying’ that,stretch, the Red
Devils have recgived solid contri-
bution from their entire rotation.
‘Such was the case again. Junior
Michael Scarnecchia continued
his fine play of late, netting 20

points,

He was complemeni
Daniel Trouten (11) and
Buchanan (10). Seniors
McCort and Luke Slavik »
nine and eight, respectivel
Greenwood came off the
and hit a trio of treys fi
points.

Martins Ferry (12-¢f
paced by junior Zac Selby
Senior Emilio Appolloni
points and seven rebound:
Bass added 11.

Despite a size disadvant
C. held a 25-19 edge
giass. Buchanan snagg
rebounds for St. C. The
were charted for nine tur
which was two less than t
ers,

Apicella

Continued from Page B1

Von Miller was the
game’s MVP. Denver
defensive coordinator Wade
Phillips, however, was the
true MVP as he scripted a
suffocating game plan. It
needed to be as the Broncos
had minimal offense.

Penguins

Beaver Local’s Derek
Wolfe was one of Denver’s
defensive standouts in the
game. He had five tackles
and half a sack.

Lady Gaga nailed the
national anthem. It wasn't
Whitney Houston-esque,
but it was terrific. The half-

Continued from Page B1

Carolina on Dec. 19. The Pengums previously won six of
seven with points in 16 of their Jast 20 games.

Moore gave the Rangers a 2-0 lead early in the third
period, snapping a sharp wrist shot over Fleury’s shoulder

during a 2-on-1.

Fast capped the scoring with an empty-net goal with

1: 31 left.

wran tha Fant Hees tha tanme nlayerd sarh Athae ade -

time show was disappoint-
ing. Coldplay, Beyonce and
Bruno Mars would have
been dynamite separately,
but not thrown together -as
was the case.

Cam Newton stmggled
in the game and then fum-
bled how he handled his
post-game interview, walk-
ing out after less than three
minutes. The former Heis-

_man Trophy winner loves

the spotlight, but cannot

Cadets

handle the low lights, He
still bas some maturing to

do.
BUBBA’S BITS

KUDOS GO out to
Magnolia High girls' bas-
ketball coach Tom Tisher
for recording his 400th
career victory when his
Blue- Eagles defeated
Madonna on Monday. Tish-
er pocketed 373 victories
as River High's hoop boss
before crossing the Chio

River to take
helm.
THESE Al
times with 1
basketball. W
and West Li
hoop squads a
ond and third
nationally i1
while the Hill
are 18th,
FOR TI
straight ye:
Winter is wr

Continued from Page B1

““We wanted Carter
Kiefer to catch the ball

We had our chance to put
them away in regulation
and we had a few chances

two after thr
— befare pu
47-47 = to
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Eagles Going to Title Game

Magnolia to face Fort Frye |

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

WHEELING — After the tempo was slowed down in
the first quarter, Magnolia began to find its stride. Having
two spurts in the second quarter — 6-0 and 9-0 runs —
the Blue Eagles not only claimed their spot in the OVAC
Class 3-A championship game, but earned the right to
defend their title.

However, Magnolia coach Dave Tallman had an inter-
eslii.ﬂ% statistic about Magnolia basketball after its 58-43
se i inal victory against Monroe Central on Thursday
night. :

“This school has never won one (an OVAC tourna-

ment championship) on an even year,” Tallman said.
“We've won all cur OVAC championships on an odd
one. You got to find a wa%lto challenge your players and
that was one of our goals this year,

*‘At least we are in the finals. Hoﬂefull we bring our
A-game and play a very good, discipli
that's been there quite a bit too. It should be great
game.”

Fort Frye defeated Bellaire, 56-54 in avertime, in the |

othe 3-A semifinal.

The Blue Eagles broke the game open after that 9-0
run in the second quarter, sparked by a Mitch Winters
bucket. Winters scored the first and final basket of that
lrlual]lf to put the score at 25-6 with 4:04 to go in the first

Monroe Central, however, found its rhythem as it
started to erase a 16-point halftime deficit. The Semi-
noles hit two 3-pointers to start the second half to make it
27-17 in favor of the Blue Eagles, After a Winters put-
back, Cole Howell hit his third 3-pointer snd second of
the third quarter, to trimn the deficit to single digits.

{Please see EAGLES, Page 10)

ned Fort Frye team 3

Photo by Robby Parsons
Magnolia's Derrick Blain (5) drives around Monroe Central's
Logan Dimmerling during action of Thursday night's OVAC
Class 3-A semifinal in New Martinsville.

Maroon Knights Punish Crusaders

Whasling
Cantral's
"Owen Galiner
(12} looks for
an open
teammate,

ith

. w
+  Steubenville
Catholic's
Jake Bo!qer

2
defend‘ng).

Fhoto by Scott
McCloskey

3 Stephens substitutes liberally

o By BUBBA KAPRAL
Exccutive Sports Editor

WHEELING — With an OVAC 2-A championship
game looming less than 48 hours away, Wheeling Cen-
tral was not caught looking ahead Thursday night.

The powerful Maroon Knights, two days removed
from their conference semifinal victory against Shady-
side, roiled past depleted Steubenville Catholic, 58-33.

The victory was the 17th in 18 starts for Coach Mel
Stephens’ Knights. Wheeling Central will face Caldwell
in the OVAC championship game Saturday afternoon at
Ohio University Eastern,

The Crusaders, coming off a hard-earned victory
against Conotton Va]ley on Wednesday, drop&ed to 10-
9. Coach Sean Tucker's squad suited up without three

{Please see KNIGHTS, Page 10 ]

Local High School & College Basketball
going to title

Eagle

Tempo no issue for Magnolia

By KYLE LUTZ
For The Times Leader

WHEELING — After the tempo was K
slowed down in the first quarter, Magnolia )
began to find its stride. Having two spurts in
the second quarter — 6-0 and 9-0 runs —
the Blue Eagles not only claimed their spot
in the OVAC Class 3-A championship
game, but earned the right to defend their
title.

However, Magnolia coach Dave Tallman
had an interesting statistic about Magnolia
basketball after its 58-43 semifinal victory
against Monroe Centrat on Thursdnay night.

“This school has never won one (an
OVAC tournament championship) on an
even year,” Tallman said. “We've won all
ourl Q¥ AC championships on an odd one.
You got to find a way to challenge your
players and that was one of our goals this

edr.
d ‘At least we are in the findls. Hopefully
we bring our A-game and play a very good,
disciplined Fort Frye team that’s been there
quite a bit too. It should be great game.”

Fort Frye defeated Bellaire, 56-54 in
overtime, o the othe 3-A semifinal.

The Blue Eagles broke the game open
after that 9-0 run in the second quarter,
sparked by a Mitch Winters bucket. Winters

game

scored the first and final basket of that run to
put the score ot 25-6 with 4:04 to go in the

See, EAGLES, Page B2

MAGNOLIA'S Derrick Blain (5) drives around Monroe Cen-
tral's Logan Dimmerling during action of Thursday night's
OVAC Class 3-A semifinal In New Martinsvilie.

Photo/ROBY PARSONS




By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — The senior class
of St. Clairsville's basketball tearn reached
the championship game of the Wheeling

Hospital OVAC Boys Basketball Champi- - i

onship three times during their careers.
Unfortunately for them, Saturday night
marked the third consecutivé season they
left with silver medals around their necks,
The Red Devils, who earned the top seed
in the tournament, were dealt a cruel fate
inside Ohio University Eastern’s Health and
Physical Education Center, falling to Mead-
owbrook, 65-52 in the Class 4A champi-
onship game, » .
“It’s disappointing for our kids,” St. C. head
coach Kim Clifford said. “Everytime we had a
chance (to make a rin) something went wrong
for us. Either we missed & shot or something
else happened to us. That stuff happens and we
Just couldn’t overcome it tonight.”
~ Each time that happened to the Red Dev-
ils, the Colts capitalized. In the end, it
equated to Meadowbrook's second win in
as many nights and the school’s second
OVAC title, but first since 1987.
“ See, 4A, Page B2

LUKE SLAVIK
makes a move to
the baskst
against a
Meadowbrook
defender during
the second half
of Saturday
night's Wheeling
Hospital OVAC
Boys Basketball
Class 4A

| T-L Photo/SETH
§ STASKEY

Continued from Page B1

“1 would say it was a
pretty good weekend for our
kids,” Meadowbrook head
coach Keith Arnold said of
his club that features nary a
senior starter, “It’s an awe-
some win right before the
(Ohio) tournament. We're
excited to be OVAC
champs.”

5t. Clairsville got off to a
strong start, but eventually

. looked up at a 16-14 deficit
. after one thanks in large
: part to 11 points from Park-
' er Black.

The Colts didn’t stop
there. They outscored St.
C., 14-9 in the second and
owned a 30-23 lend at the

! half. In the second, Zach
- Touvell got going, scoring
. eight of his 13 points.

“We couldn’t get the

. stops we needed,” Clifford

- snid. “They got us in a little

bit of foul trouble, which
forced us to play a little bit

- softer at times.”

St. Clairsville’s deficit

swelled to 11 after three

quarters. Senior Patrick
Buchanan had nine of his
15 points in the third quar-
ter to help keep the Red
Deviis in it.

In the fourth, St. C. got
within seven on a Logan
McCort trey, but Black
answered right back on the
other end and from there it
was simply too much of an
up-hill climb for the Devils.

Meadowbrook was
relentless in its attack. It
netted 18 points in the
fourth and only five of those
came from the foul line.

“1 thought we played
pretty good defense, espe-
cially against their shoot-
ers,” Amold said.

Just n few days removed
from drilling 3 treys in the
semi-final win against
Ferry, the Red Devils were
limited to six triples in the
title game. Three of those
came from McCort, who led
St. C. with 16 points.

The Colts (18-4) were
led by Black and Justin
Cork. Each finished with 20
points. Touvell added 13.

St. Clairsville — now
15-6 — will welcome
River on Monday in a
make-up game. Meadow-
brook, meanwhile, will
await Division II tourna-
ment play back at OUE
when it faces the winner of
Cambridge and Beaver on

Feb, 20 at 8 g.m.
MEADOWBROOK (65) —
Black 7, 4-4 20; Touvell &, 0-1
13; Singlelon 0, 0-0 0; Cork B,
4-4 20; Wolverton 1, 1-3 3;
Urdsk 2, 4-4 8; Roberis O, 1-2
1; Totals; 23, 14-18 65. 57.
CLAIRSVILLE (52) — McCort
4, 5-6 16, Trouten 2, 1-1 §;
Buchanan 7, 1-2'15; Slavik 3, 0-
2 6; Scarnecchia 3, 0-0 8;
Greenwood 0, 1-4 1; Willlams 0,
0-0 0; Totals: 19, B-16 52.
3-point goals: M — Black (2),
Touvelt (3). S5t. C. — McCorl
(3), Trouten, Scarnecchia (2).

-—
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QVAC Boy’s Basketball Semifina

Central
By KYLE LUTZ :
For The Times Leader

WHEELING — The Maroon
Knights of Wheeling Central held
off a second-hulf surge from
Shadyside on Tuesday night to
advance to the OVAC Class 2ZA
championship gnme for the fourth
year in o row.

After ending the first quarter on |

a 10-0 run, Wheeling Central had a
commanding 16-point lead in
Tuesday’s OVAC semifinal. The

Tigers, however, battled their way |

back in the third guarter to get
within six points.

The hole proved to be too big for, |

Shadyside and the Maroon Knights
were able to go on another 10-0
spurt to put the gnme away as the
Maroon Knights advanced by a
final score of 70-57 Tuesday night.

Wheeling Central will face the

winner of the Caldwell-Toronto |

semifinal game. The two teams will
tip off tonight at 7:30 p.m.

“We didn’t play real well on |

offense,” Maroon Knights coach
Mel Stephens said. “We turned the
ball over a few times, took some
quick shots in possessions that we
were trying to avoid, I give them
credit (Shadyside) for coming in
and playing the way they did. They
came in to win and they were mak-
- ing plays. If we didn’t get out to a
good first quarter, it’s probably
more of a struggle than what it
was.”

John Burkhalter hit a three-
pointer with 4:34 in the first quar-
ter to put the Maroon Knights up 7-
6, a lead that they would not relin-

uish, He hit a shot from behind

e arc with 1:32 left to play in the
quarter to start the first 10-0 spurt.
Burkhalter finished with 13 points

Holds Off

Shadyside

AN
Photo/KYLE LUTZ

SHADYSIDE'S Travis Foulton (24) looks for a pass as_Wheeling
Central’'s Owen Gainer (12) tries to block him during Tuesday's

basketball game.

in the game, all coming in the
opening frame.

“John can shoot it. He was
knocking down shots,” Stephens
said. “With these guys, sometimes

I hate to see getting off to a start
like that shooting the ball. Then we
kind of get that mentality that it's

See, CENTRAL, Page B2

Cér_ntral

"Continued from Page B

going to be an easy one.
They never are, especially
against good teams like
Shadyside.”

The Wheeling Central
lead blossomed to 19 after
o Chase Harler bucket to
put the score at 39-20 with
2:13 left in the first half,
Shadyside’s. offense started
to click. The Tigers scored
the final six points of the
first half to cut the lead to
13, at 39-26. The 6-0 run
extended into the third as
the lead was cut to single
digits after a Shane John-
son bucket,

With Mark Fahey’s sec-
ond three-pointer in 20
seconds, the Maroon
Knights' lead was down to
six, 46-38.

After exchanging buck-
ets, Johnson hit 2 long ball

with 10 seconds left in the
third to extend the lead to
52-46.

“You can't come to Cen-
tral and dig yourself a hole
that deep,” Shadyside
coach Ed Andes said. “I
was proud of our guys
because we fought back.
You got to stay right with
them because they have a
lot of offense. Harler's
tough and he does so much
for them offensively and
defensively. Two guys
have to guard him and that
frees somebody up. It’s
tough and I was proud of
our guys for being able to
come back.”

The Tigers could not get
any closer as Wheeling
Central went on a 10-0
run, with Harler and Brent
Price hitting key free
throws down the stretch.

Harler had 27 points to
lead the way for the
Maroon Knights while
Johnson tallied 27 as well
for the Tigers.

Price had another solid
game with 19 points.

Fulton netted 14 points
for the Tigers while Fahey
contributed with 10 to
round out the double-figure
SCOrers,

The Tigers have one
more regular season game
before tournament play
starts.

“This is a good game
because you have to play
four quarters,” Andes said.
“If you don't play four, you
lose. We played three and
got beat, That tells us mep-
tally that we have to be
ready and play four quar-
ters to keep going into the
tournament.”
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Central Wins Crown Again

Knights overcome
slow start, Redskins

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer : ;

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — To win one conference tourna-
ment title is no easy task, let alone four in a row. Wheel-
ing Central did just that Saturday on the campus of Ohio
University Eastern. . |

Before raising the hardware,, the Maroon Knights had
to put in some work. Falling behind 9-0 in the first quar-

Wheeling
Central’s
B Gube
Rohmann
{24) looks
for a pass
during
Satur-
day’s
OVAC
Class 2-A

ter, Wheeling Central showed resiliency and ended the ame'::'lin
game on a 10-0 run by making key free throws down the Centeal g,
stretch to beat Caldwell, 53-41,.for the OVAC Class 2-A. § revalied
title for the fourth straight year. o 341
“It’s pretty special,”” Maroon Knights coach Mel a t
Stephens said, “Chase (Harler) and Brian {Campbell) have aldwell
been part of four in a row, Now those younger guys, the to take
juniors, they’ve been part of three in a row. ofpcful_ly we B (he Class
get a chance to come back next year and go for another - o 2A
one.” ! crown.
For the first four and a half minutes of the game, the
shots were not falling for the Maroon Knights and they
found themselves in that hole. Harler got them on the
scoreboard with a pair of free throws.
The lead was cut to four, 11-7, after Harler hit a 3- Photo by
Kyie Luiz

See, CENTRAL, Page B2

Warriors Roar

"To 1-A Crown

Madonna struggles, falls

By MATTHEW PEASLEE
. For the News-Register
ST. CLAIRSVILLE — The game was a com;i‘]ete]y
different matchup from the last time Madonna and Trinity
squared off. But for the Warriors, the pregame message
remained the same.

“We write M.D.L.T on our white board before each
ame,” Trinity coach Jamal Womble said. “We Must Do
t Together. We’re not a team that’s designed for one guy

to get off. We have to have a bunch of different players
get in the game.

““Any one of our players has the ability lo step up and

take contral of the game. We do pretty well as a team with
different guys stepping up.”

titles. The senior standout scored the

‘34 points and the Blue Eagles held off

Cadets rally falls short

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer
ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Nothin
was going to stop Preston Boswell
from claiming back-to-back OVAC

game's first nine points, including hit-
ting a ‘3-pointer upon re-entering the
ame after being tended to for a
loody nose.
Boswell finished with a game-high

a resilient Fort Frye rally to give Mag-
nolia the Class 3-A title, 63-57. This
is also the first time in school histo%
that Magnolia has won the OVA
championship on an even-numbered
year.

Photo by Robby Parsons
Magnolia’s Brooks Parsons concentrates

See, 1-A, Page B2

See, 3-A, Page B2

Meadowbrook
Claims 4-A

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register
ST. CLAIRSVILLE - St.
Clairsville's senior class
! reached the championship
%ame of the Wheeling Hospital
VAC Boys' Basketball
Championship three times dur-
ing its career. Unfortunately
for them, Saturday night
marked the third consecutive
season they left with silver
medals around their necks.
The Red Devils, who eamed
the top seed in the tournament,

St. Clairsville’s Danlel Trouten looks to
drive against Meadowbrook's Parker Black
during the second half of Saturday night's

OVAC Class 4A championship game at
Ohlo University Eastern.

were dealt a cruel fate inside
Ohio University Eastern's

. Health and Physical Education

Center, faliing to Meadow-
brook, 65-52, in the Class 4-A

championshjp game.
“It's disappointing for our
kids,” St. C. coach Kim Clif-

ford said. “Everytime we had a
chance (to make a run) some-
thing went wrong for us. Either
we missed a shot or something
else happened to us. That stuif
happens and we just couldn’t
overcome it.”

Each time that happened to
the Red Devils, the Colts capi-
tnlized. In the end, it equated
to Meadowbrook’s second vic-
tory in ns many nights and the

as he fades away for a shot durinﬁlSatur-
day's OVAC Class 2-A champlonship.

Colts Kick Devils For Title

school’s second QVAC title,
but first since 1987, ‘

“I would say it was a pret
E/?Od weekend for our kids,”

eadowbrook coach Keith
Arnold said of a club that
doesn’t feature & senior starter.
“It’s an awesome win right
before the (Ohio) tournament.
We're excited to be OVAC
champs.” ‘

St. Clairsville got off to a
strong start, but eventually
looked up at o 16-14 deficit
after one thanks in large part to
11 points from Parker Black.

e Colts didn't stop there.
They outscored St. C. 14-9 in

See, COLTS, Page B2




